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PREFACE. 


It  is  now.  nearly  half  a  century  since  we  first  un- 
dertook our  office  of  General  Chroniclers :  a  period 
comprising  events  of  greater  interest  to  the  world 
in  general,  and  this  country  in  particular,  than  any 
fifty  years  within  the  retrospect  of  History — more 
mighty  convulsions  of  war — ^greater  advances  in 
Science — more  violent  struggles  of  good  and  evil — 
more  victories  of  Liberty — more  improvements  in 
the  moral  condition  of  mankind. 

The  past  has  been  a  year  of  peculiar  interest, 
and  one  upon  which  the  eye  of  the  future  histo- 
rian will  often  fix.  Despotism  has  shewn  itself  in 
its  true  colours,  selfish,  criiel,  and  irreclaimable — 
in  close  alliance  with  Bigotry  and  Ignorance.  A 
reviving  spirit  has  gone  abroad,  ^  Int^Ue^l/has 
arisen,  which  had  long  lain.^rostn^fe  ;•  and  events 
have  proved,  that  where  meA-ar^  .(e^plv^.  ^  be 
rationally  free,  no  power  on  eBxib'69A^ii(dtbem. 

We  have  spared  no  pains  to  ejmclf  bur  volume 
with  whatever  may  be  worthy  of  preserving.  Some 
new  periodical  documents  are  added  this  year,  in 
addition  to  those  which  have  been  inserted  in 
former  volumes. 

May  18,  1824. 
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ffOUSE  of  Lords,  Feb.  4.— This 
being  the  day  to  which  parlia- 
ment was  prorogued  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business,  it  was  opened 
by  commission,  at  a  quarter  before 
three  o'clock.  The  commission- 
ers were  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury,  the  Lord  Chancellor^  the 
Earls  of  Harrowby^  Westmoreland ^ 
and  Shaftesbury,  The  usher  of 
the  black  rod  having  been  ordered 
to  require  the  attendance  of  the 
house  of  commons,  he  withdrew, 
and  in  a  few  moments  the  speaker, 
accompanied  by  several  members, 
appeared  at  the  bar. 

The  l/n-d  Chancellor  then  read 
the  speech,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 
**  My  lords,  and  gentlemen, 
*^  We  are  commanded  by  his 
majesty  to  inform  you,  that  unce 
be  last  met  you  in  parliament, 
his  majesty's  efforts  have  been  un- 


remittingly exerted  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  Europe. 

"Faithful  to  the  principles  which 
his  majesty  has  promulgated  to  the 
world  as  constituting  the  rule  of 
his  conduct,  his  majesty  declined 
being  party  to  any  proceedings  at 
Verona  which  could  be  deemed  an 
interference  in  the  internal  con- 
cerns of  Spain  on  the  part  of  fo* 
reign  powers.  And  his  majesty 
has  since  used,  and  continues  to 
use,  his  most  anxious  endeavours 
and  good  offices  to  allay  the  irri* 
tation  unhappily  subsisting  between 
the  French  and  Spanish  govern- 
ments; and  to  avert,  if  possible, 
the  calamity  of  war  between 
France  and  Spain* 

"  In  the  east  of  Europe  his 
majesty  flatters  himself  that  peace 
will  be  preserved,  and  his  majesty 
continues  to  receive  from  his  allies, 
and  generally  from  other  powers, 

A  2  assurance^ 
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assurances  of  tbeir  unaltered  dis- 
position to  cultivate  with  his  ma- 
jesty those  friendly  relations  which 
it  is  equally  his  majesty's  object 
on  his  part  to  maintain. 

"  We  are  further  commanded  to 
apprise  you,  that  discussions  hav- 
ing long  been  pending  with  the 
court  of  Madrid,  respecting  depre- 
dations committed  on  the  com- 
merce of  his  majesty's  subjects  in 
the  West  Indian  seas,  and  other 
grievances  of  which  his  majesty 
had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
complaining,  those  discussions  have 
terminated  in  an  admission  by  the 
Spanish  government  of  the  justice 
of  his  majesty's  complaints,  and 
in  an  engagement  for  satisfactory 
reparation. 

'*  We  are  commanded  to  assure 
you,  that  bis  majesty  has  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  addresses 
presented  to  him  by  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  with  respect  to  the 
foreign  slave-trade. 
.  "  Propositions  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual suppression  of  that  evil 
were  brought  forward  by  his  ma- 
jesty's plenipotentiary  in  the  con- 
ferences at  Verona,  and  there  have 
been  added  to  the  treaties  upon  this 
subject,  already  concluded  between 
his  majesty  and  the  governments 
of  Spain  and  the  Netherlands, 
articles  which  will  extend  the  ope- 
ration of  those,  treaties,  and  greatly 
facilitate  their  execution. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  house  of 
commons, 

"  His  majesty  has  directed  the 
estimates  of  the  current  year  to 
be  laid  before  you.  They  have 
been  framed  with  every  attention 
to  economy ;  and  the  total  ex- 
penditure will  be  found  to  be  ma- 
terially below  that  of  last  year. 

**"  This  diminution  of  charge, 
combined  with  the  progressive  im- 


provement of  the  revenue,  has  pro- 
duced a  surplus  exceeding  his  mar 
jesty's  expectation.  His  majesty 
trusts,  therefore,  that  you  will  be 
able,  after  providing  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the .  year,  and  without  af- 
fecting public  credit,  to  make  a 
farther  considerable  reduction  in 
the  burdens  of  his  people. 

"  My  lords,  and  gentlemen, 

'*  His  majesty  has  commanded 
us  to  state  to  you,  that  the  mani- 
festations of  loyalty  and  attach- 
ment to  his  person  and  govern- 
ment, which  his  majesty  received 
in  his  late  visit  to  Scotland,  have 
made  the  deepest  impression  upon 
Ills  heart. 

"  The  provisions  which  you 
made  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  relief  of  the  distresses 
in  considerable  districts  in  Ireland, 
has  been  productive  of  the  hap- 
piest ejects ;  and  bis  majesty  re- 
commends to  your  consideration 
such  measures  of  internal  regula- 
tion as  may  be  calculated  to  pro- 
mote and  secure  the  tranquillity 
of  that  country,  and  to  improve 
the  habits  and  condition  of  the 
people. 

"  Deeply  as  his  majesty  regrets 
the  continued  depression  of  the 
agricultural  interest,  the  satisfac- 
tion with  which  his  majesty  con- 
templates the  increasing  activity 
which  pervades  the  manufactur- 
ing districts,  and  the  flourishing 
condition  of  our  commerce  in  most 
of  its  principal  branches,  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  confident  persua- 
sion '  that  the  progressive  prospe- 
rity of  so  many  of  the  interests 
of  the  country  cannot  fail  to  con- 
tribute to  the  gradual  improve- 
ment of  that  great  interest  which 
is  the  most  important  of  them  • 
all." 

After  the  speech  was  read,  the 
Eari 
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Eari  o/Tankerviiie  tjook.  the  oaths 
and  bis  seat ;  and  the  house  ad- 
journed to  five  o'clock. 

At  a  quarter  past  five,  the 
house  resumed. 

Lord  EUenborotigh  gave  notice 
<if  his  intention  to  move  an  aniend- 
ment  to  the  marriage  act  passed 
last  session. 

The  king's  speech  having  been 
again  read  over  by  ih^  Lord  Chan- 
eeiior^  and  subsequently  by  the 
clerk,  . 

The  Earl  of  Morley  roee  to 
move  the  address.  In  a  speech  of 
coosiderable  lenglli,  he  adverted 
to  each  point  of  his  majesty's 
speech  separately. 

The  Earl  of  Mayo  rose  to  se- 
cond the  address,  and  made  a  few 
observations. 

The  Earl  of  Stanhope  rose,  and 
after  remarking  in  detail  upon  the 
different  circumstances  of  present 
distress,  moved  as  an  amendment, 
the  following  concluding  para- 
graph.— "  That  this  house  views 
with  the  deepest  regret  and  an- 
xiety the  severe  and  unexampled 
distress  which  now  afflicts  .the 
country,  and  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  Inquire  and  to  examine 
into  its  causes,  and  also  the  re- 
sults which  have  arisen  from  al- 
tering the  value  of  the  currency, 
and  the  means  of  administering 
speedy  and  effectual  relief." 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdawn  spoke 
in  iavonr.  of  the  original  address, 
as  he  conceived  the  subjects  meur 
tioned  and  discussed  at  so  great 
length  by  his  noble  friend,  must 
come  shortly  under  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  house.  He 
however  remarked  upon  the  sUght 
manner  in  which  the  invasion  of 
Spain  was  mentioned. 

The  Earl  of  Ltverpool  spoke 
also    in.ikvour    of    the   origii 


address,  upon  the  same  principle 
as  the  noble  marquis  had  done; 
but  with  regard  to  Spain  he  con- 
sidered the  question  purely  Spa- 
nish, and  deprecated  any  move- 
ment which  might  disturb  the 
peace  of  England. 

Lord  EUenborough  commented 
upon  ihat  part  of  his  majesty's 
speech  which  related  .  to  Spain, 
and  thought  the  steps  of  minis- 
ters not  so  decided  as  they  ought 
to  have  been.  He  thought  Uiis 
conduct  by  no  means  likely  to  be 
the  means  of  preserving  peace. 

The  Earl  of  Darnletf  thought  a 
more  convenient  opportunity  might 
suggest  itself  fur  the  discussion  of 
the  topics  noticed  In  the  amend- 
ment of  his  noble  friend,  which, 
therefore,  he  would  not  now  sup-, 
port. 

The  Earl  of  Lkerpool,  in  an- 
swer to  a  questiun  from  Lord 
Dartdei/f  then  observed,  that  the 
consideration  of  the  state  of  Ire-. 
land  would  be  brouglit  by  his  ma- 
jesty's government  under  the  at- 
tention of  their  lordships  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

Their  lordships  then  divided- on 
Lord  Stanhope's  amendment — 
Content,  3 — Not  Content,  62-^ 
Majority  against  it,  59. 

Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  Feb .  4. — The 
Speaker  took  thechair  at  aboutthrec 
o'clock,  and  was  soon  after  sum- 
moned by  the  usher  of  the  black 
rod  to  the  house  of  peers.  On  his 
return  he  retired  into  his  priyate 
room,  and  resumed  the  chair  at 
about  four  o'clock. 
.  The  Speaker  stated  to  the  house, 
that  he  had  been  directed  to  issue 
his  warrants  to  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  of  Ireland,  for  a  new  writ 
for  the  county  of  Siigo,  in  the 
room  of  Charles  O'llara,  Esq., 
deceased  ; 
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deceased :  and  also  for  the  county 
of  Dtiblin,  in  the  room  of  Hami 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  deceased;  and 
also  new  writs  for  the  borough  of 
Orford,  in  the  room  of  the  Mar^ 
qnis  of  Londonderry  deceased ;  for 
the  borough  of  Derby,  in  the  room 
of  Edward  Miller  Mundy  deceased ; 
for  the  county  of  Salop,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  John  Kynaston  Powell, 
Bart,  deceased  ;  for  Ross-shire,  in 
the  room  of  Thomas  Mackenzie, 
Esq.,  deceased ;  for  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  room  of  John 
Henry  Smyth,  Eso.,  deceased ;  and 
for  the  borough  of  Wilton,  in  the 
room  of  Ralph  Sheldon,  Esq., 
deceased. 

Lord  John  Russell  moved  a  new 
writ  for  Peterborough,  in  the  room 
of  James  Scarlett,  Esq.,  who  had 
accepted  the  office  of  steward  of 
one  of  his  majesty's  Chiltem^hun- 
dreds. 

Mr.  LushingtoH  moved  a  new 
writ  for  Liverpool,  in  the  room  of 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Canning, 
who  had  accepted  the  office  of  one 
of  his  majesty's  secretaries  of  state. 
He  also  moved  new  writs  for  Har- 
wich, in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart,  who  had 
accepted  the  Chiltem  hundreds  ; 
for  the  borough  of  Harwich,  in  the 
room  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Bathurst,  who  bad  also  accepted 
the  Chiltem  hundreds;  for  the  bo- 
rough of  Ripon,  in  the  room  of  the 
Right  Hon.  F.  G.  Robinson,  who 
had  accepted  the  office  of  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer;  for  the 
borough  of  Chichester,  in  the  room 
of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Hus- 
kissou,  who  had  accepted  the  of- 
fice of  treasurer  of  his  majesty's 
navy ;  for  the  borough  of  St.  Gei^ 
mains,  in  the  room  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Arbuthnot,  who  had 
accepted  the  office  of  first  com- 


missioner of  his  majesty's  woods 
and  forests;  for  the  borough  of 
'New  Windsor,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Herbert  Taylor^  who  had  accepted 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  manor 
of  East  Hendred  ;  for  the  borough 
of  Berwick,  in  the  room  of  Vis- 
count Ossulston,  now  Earl  of  Tan- 
kerville;  and  for  the  borough  of 
Coleraine,  in  the  room  of  Sir  John 
P.  Beresford,  who  had  accepted  an 
office  in  his  majesty's  east  stan- 
naries. 

llie  clandestine  marriage  bill, 
the  first  bill  of  the  session,  was, 
according  to  form,  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  6th  of  March  he  should  sub- 
mit a  motion  to  the  house  re- 
specting the  church  establishment 
of  Ireland,  the  church  property  of 
Ireland,  aind  the  commutation  of 
tithes.  He  also  gave  notice,  that 
on  the  6th  of  this  month  he  should 
move  for  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  of  crown  lands  ; 
also  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the 
Irish  government  to  Mr.  Goul- 
bum,  respecting  the  office  of  vice- 
treasurer  of  Ireland,  and  a  copy 
of  any  warrants  issued  respecting 
the  establishment  of  such  office. 

jAfr.  6.  Beunet  said,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indisposition  of  his 
honourable  friend  the  member  for 
Essex,  he  now  gave  notice  in  th^ 
name  of  that  honourable  member, 
that  on  an  early  day  he  (Mr. 
Western)  would  submit  a  motion 
to  the  house  on  the  state  of  the 
currency. 

Lord  John  Russell  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  of  submitting  a 
motion  shortly  after  the  recess, 
on  the  subject  of  parliamentary 
reform. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  on 

the  11th  of  the  present  month  he 

should 
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siraald  move  that  an  account  of 
Uw  separate  estimate  of  the  reve* 
nuc8  and  expanditore  of  each  of 
Che  cokwiea  belonging  to  Great 
Britain  be  laid  before  the  boine. 

Mn  Maberfy  gave  notice,  that 
on  the  18th  of  March  he  should 
aiove  for  a  retum  of  the  state  of 
the  reveniie»  the  expenditure,  and 
the  sinking  fund,  and  for  the  inv- 
medtate  repeal  of  the  whole  of 
the  asaeased  tax^.  He  would  to- 
morrow move  for  papers  on  the 
flttb|ect,  and  he  would  take  that. 
opportunitjr  of  saying  a  few  words, 
lest  any  alarm  should  be  created 
which  would  have  the  efiect.  of 
injuring  the  public  credit.  His. 
object  was  only  to  diminish  the 
taxes  to  the  amount  of  the  sinking^ 
fund,  thus  afibrdii^  to  the  country, 
the  benefit  of  that  ^minution  with*» 
out  injuring  the  public  credit. 

Mr.  W^n^  in  the  absence  of 
the  attoniey<;general  for  Ireland, 
gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  that 
him.  member  on  the  catholic  ques- 
tion, for  Thursday,  the  20th  of 
this  month. 

Mr.  P.  Moort  gave  notice  of  a 
motino  for  the  17th  imitant. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the 
house,  that  he  had  attended  at 
the  house  of  peers  to  bear  his 
majesty  a  speeeb  read,  tie  then 
directed  the  clerk  U>  read  the 
^eech« 

The  epeeeh  having  been  read 
aceordm^y, 

Mr.  CkUde  rose,  to  move  the 
address ;  he  r^oiced  in  the  diecla- 
rstion  of  hts  tp^esty's  efibrts  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  £urope ;  it 
was  an  unequivocal  admission  of 
the  right  of  self-goveniment  upon 
the  port  of  a.  foreign  nation ;  be- 
also  touched  upon  the  other  topics 
of  the  speech,  aiid  concluded  by 
movif^  the  address. 


Mr.  WUdman  rose  to  second 
tlie  address,  and  spoke  much  to 
the  same  efiSect;  the  address  was 
then  read  from  the  chair,  and, 

iStr  /.  Yorke  rose,  he  said,  not 
to  first,  or  second,  but  third  the 
address:  he  then  remarked  upon 
the  impropriety  of  this  country 
taking  any  step  which  might  lead 
to  war. 

Mr.  Brougham  rose,  he  said,  in. 
consequence  of  the  appeal  made, 
to  every,  member  of  the  house  by. 
the  gallant  officer  who  had  just 
sat  down  to  declare  his  sentiments :. 
he  apswered  to  that  appeal,  which 
did  credit  to  the  honour,  to  the- 
English  feeling  of  that  gallant 
qfiicer,  and  he  joined  with  him,, 
and  with  every  man  who  deserved 
the  name  of  Briton,  in  unqualified 
abhorrence  and  detestation  at  the 
practice  of  interference  to  which 
he  had  alluded ;  or  if  that  detes- 
tation was  qualified,  it.  was  only 
by  indignation  and  disgust  at  the 
canting  hypocrisy  of  the  language 
in  which  the  atrocious  principlea 
of  the  parties  concerned  were  pro-, 
mulgated.  He  had  risen  to  make 
this  declaration,  called  upon  as  he 
was  in  commcm  with  every  mem- 
ber ;  but  he  should  ill  discbarge 
his  duty  if  he  did  not  mark  his 
sense  of  the  candour  of  the  two 
hon.  gentlemen  who  had  moved 
and  seconded  the  address,  and  ex- 
press his  satisfaction  at  what,  in 
the  house,  whatever  its  division 
upon  other  points,  would  be  al** 
most,  and  in  the  country  certainly 
unanimously  felt  to  be,  the  sound 
and  liberal  view  which  they  had 
taken  of  this  matter.  Indeed,  he 
knew  not  how,  circumstanced  as 
they  were,  they  could  go  .farther ; 
or  how  his  majesty's  ministers 
could,  in  the  present  state  of  this 
very  intricate  affair ,  have  gone  be-? 

yond 
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.  yond  th«  commiiiiicationof  tlitsday. 
That  communication  would  be  a 
ditfusion  of  joy  and  exultation  to 
Engtand^^it  would  difluse  joy  and 
exultation  to  Spain,  would  be  a 
source  of  comfort  to  other  states/ 
but  would  bring  confusion  and  dis- 
may  to  the  allies,  who,  by  a  pre- 
tended respect,  but  a  real  mockery 
of  religion  and  morality,  made  war 
upon  liberty  in  the  abstract,  and 
endeavoured  to  crush  independence 
wherever  it  was  to  be  found,  and 
who  were  now  ready  with  their 
armed  hordes  to  carry  their  bale- 
ftil  projects  into  execution.  That 
Spain  would  take  comfort  from 
the  principles  avowed  in  that  house 
this  evening,  he  was  certain ;  and 
he  was  not  less  certain,  that  the 
handful  of  men  who  at  present 
surrounded  our  nearest  and  most 
interesting  neighbour,  (who,  by  the 
way,  had  some  how  or  other  en- 
deavoured to  get  over  the  prudent 
couLcils  which  had  till  of  late  pre- 
vailed with  him,)  would  feel  dis- 
mayed with  those  principles  in 
proportion  as  others  would  be  En- 
couraged. Cheering,  however,  as- 
was  ^e  prevalence  of  such  senti- 
ments, highly  as  they  raised  the 
character  of  the  nation,  and  much 
as  might  be  argued  from  thek 
effects,  still  he  thought  no  man 
could  deily  that  the  country  was 
at  present  involved  in  a  crisis  such 
as  bad  not  occurred  almost  within 
a  century,  but  certainly  not  since 
the  French  revolution.  Whether 
he  viewed-  the  internal  condition' 
of  the  kingdom,  the  severe  dis- 
tress which  pressed  upon  that  most 
important  and  most  useful  branch 
of  the  community,  the  agricultu- 
ristSy  or  cast  his  eyes  upon  our  ex- 
ternal relations,  our  circumstances 
were,  In  the  mind  of  every  think- 
ing man,  critical  tuid  alarming. 


They  might,  it  wfts  true,  soon 
wear  a  better  aspect;  but  to  tell' 
that  the  result  would  be  fav<mr-» 
able,  he  must  be  a  bold  and  fear- 
less man,  and  not  a  little  of  a 
prophet  who  could  say  that  we 
should  have  that  happy  fortune. 
It  was  the  deep  consideratioB  of 
these  circumstances  which  induced 
him  to  come  forward  and  make 
a  declaration  of  bis  prindplea; 
and  these  were^  the  adherence  to 
the  most  rigid  economy  in  every 
department — ^tbat  economy  whieli 
he  was  at  all  times,  if  not  the  first, 
at  least  amongst  the  foremost, 
to  support,  and  which  was  so  ne* 
cessary-  under  all  circumstanceSi 
but  particularly  under  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  con- 
dition ot  a  large  portion  of  the 
community.  He  feared  that  the 
distresses  of  the  last  year  had 
received  but  a  very  partial  relief 
from  the  reduction  of  certain  taxes.  • 
With  respect  to  our  situation  as 
related  to  foreign  afiairs,  he  woold 
suy,-  that  we  ought  not  to  make 
the  least  diminution  in  our  naval 
force.'  If  any  reform  -could  be 
effected  in  its  management,,  let  it 
be  done ;  if  any  abuses  existed, 
let  inquiry  be  ma!de,  and  let  them 
be  redressed ;  but  he  for  one  would 
not  diminish*  its  present  force  by  a 
single  ship,  or  even  by  one  man. 
In  our  present  situation,  as  arising 
from  the  aspect  of  foreign  aflbirs, 
any  reduction  in  the  most  import- 
ant branch  of  our  national  strength 
would  not  be  economy — it  would 
be  the  height  of  impolicy.  The 
same  argument,  ho^rever,  did  not, 
in  his  opinion,  apply  to  any  other- 
branch  of  the  public  service.  Let* 
the  stsTpect  of  foreign  affairs  be  ^ven 
more  threatening,  he  would  not 
increase  the  army ;  and  after  the 
unparalleled  prodigality  with  which 
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the  last  great  army  of  Enghtntl 
waB  maintained  in  the  last  war/ 
the  evils  of  which  we  felt  and 
shoold  feel  for  years,  no  friend  to 
this  country  wovld  wish  to  see 
any  increase  in  her  military  esta-^ 
blishments.  Even  should  we  feel 
it  necessary  to  assist  the  Spaniards, 
he  did  not  think  that  a  military 
force  would  be  required.  Why^ 
then,  did  he  recommend  econumi* 
cal  reduction  in  every  branch  of 
our  service  except  the  navy  ? — 
because  he  thought  that  if  war 
once  commenced,  we  should  soon 
be  compelled  to  take  some  part 
in  it  one  way  or  other,  and  that 
for  such  an  emergency,  every  shil- 
ling which  could  be  saved  by  the 
most  rigid  economy  should  be  re- 
served. He  thought  our  inter- 
vention in  some  shape  would  be 
unavoidable.  We  were  bound  to 
assist  one  party,  our  old  ally  Por- 
tugal, if  she  should  be  engaged; 
and  it  was  not  .likely  that  she 
could  remain  neuter,  if  the  present 
ill-fated  conspiracy  against  Spain 
should  proceed  tfi  open  hostility. 
In  this  view  of  the  question  it  was, 
in  which  he 'differed  from  the  gal- 
lant officer  (Sir  C.  Yorke)  who 
kst  sp<^e ;  and  he  was  glad  that 
he  could  not  collect  from  the  hon. 
mover  or  seconder,  the  words 
^  strict  neutrality,"  as  applying 
to  this  country  in  the  threatened 
contest.  A  state  of  declared  neu- 
trality on  our  J  part  would  be  no- 
thing less  than  a  declared  permis- 
sion of  those  evils  which  we  con- 
demned, and  a  tacit  allowance  of 
the  atrocious  principles  which  we 
were  unanimous  iii  deprecating. 
He  would  say,  therefore,  that  it 
would-be  .the  doty  of  his  majesty's 
minisle>^i  with  whom  he  should 
be  glad  to  co-operate  on  the  oc- 
casion— and  so,  he  was  certain, 


would  every  one  who  iheti  heai^ 
him — to  come  to  the  resolution,' 
that  when  certain  tlungs  should 
take  place  on  the  continent,  they 
should  be  ready  to  assist  the  Spa- 
niards—a measure  necessary  to 
prevent  evils,  which  even  Uiose 
the  least  fond  of  war  must  admit 
to  be  inevitable.  Our  assistance 
would  be  necessary  to  avert  the 
wicked  en^rcement  of  principles 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and* 
repugnant  to  every  idea  of  national 
independence*  To  judge  of  the 
principles  now  avowed,  let  any 
man  read  patiently,  if  he  could, 
the  declarations  in  the  notes  of 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria ;  and 
with  all  due  respect  to  those  high 
authorities,  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  to  produce  any  thing 
more  preposterous,  more  absurd, 
more  extravagant,  more  calcula- 
ted to  excite  a  mixed  feeling  of 
disgust  and  dension,  would  baffle 
any  chancery  or  state-paper-office 
in  Europe.  He  would  not  trouble 
the  house  through  the  whole  ab- 
surd detail;  he  would  only  select 
a  few  passages  from  those  notable 
productions  of  legitimacy.  In  the 
note  from  the  minister  of  his  Prus^. 
Stan  majesty,  the  re-establishment, 
of  the  Cortes  of  1812  was  thus  de- 
scribed— ''  which,  confounding  all. 
elements,  and  all  power,  and.  as-, 
suming  only  the  single  principle 
.of  a  permanent  and  legal  opposi* 
tion  against  the  government,  ne- 
cessarily destroyed  that  central  and* 
tutelary  authority  which  consti- 
tutes the  essence  of  the  monar- 
chical system."  Thus  far  the 
king  of  Prussia,  in  terms,  which 
to  say  the  least,  afforded  some 
proof  of  the  writer's  knowledge  of 
the  monarchical  system,  and  of 
the  contrast  whicb»  in  his  opinion, 
ii  bore  to  the  prejsent  govern- 
ment 
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ifient  of  Spain.  The  Emperor  of 
RasBia,  in  terms  not  less  strong, 
called  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  the  Cortes,  **  laws  which 
the  public  reason  of  Europe,  en- 
lightened by  the  experience  of  all 
ages,  stamped  with  its  disappro* 
baiion/'  Where,  in  the  conser^ 
▼attve  character  of  keeper  of  the 
peace  of  Europe,  did  his  imperial 
maiesty  discover  that  the  consti-^ 
tution  of  Spain  had  been  stamped 
with  the  disapprobation  of  the  pub- 
lic reason  of  Europe?  Let  the 
house  observe  that  the  **  public 
reason  of  Europe,  enlightened  by 
the  experience  of  all  ages,"  hap- 
pened to  be  that  of  his  imperial 
majesty  himself  for  the  last  ten 
years;  for,  notwithstanding  that 
he  had  the  "  experience  of  all 
ages"  before  his  eyes,  he  did  in 
the  year  161^  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  with  the  same  Cortes, 
the  same  constitution,  not  one 
word  of  which  bad  been  changed 
up  to  the  present  hour.  In  that 
treaty  his  imperial  majesty  the 
Emperor  of  alt  the  Russias,  speak- 
ing of  the  then  government,  did 
use  the  veiy  woi^  by  which  he 
and  his  allies  would  themselves  be 
designated — ^the  word  by  the  abuse 
of  which  they  were  known — he 
did  call  the  Spanish  government  of 
the  Cortes  '*  a  legitimate  govern- 
ment"— that  very  government,  of 
the  constitution  of  which  the  S|>a- 
niards,  with  a  precision  not  often 
found  in  such  cases,  had  not 
changed  one  word ;  and  God  for- 
bid they  should  change  even  a 
letter  of  it  while  they  had  the  bay- 
onet of  a  f(M«ign  soldier  at  their 
breast !  He  hoped,  if  it  had  iiuilts 
— and  some  ftiults  it  might  have — 
that  when  the  day  and  the  hoar 
arrived,  the  Spaniards  themselves 
would  correct.  If  they  would  lis- 
ten to  the  ardent  wish  of  their  best 


friends-— of  those  who  had  marked 
their  progress,  and  gloried  in  the 
strides  they  had  nmde  towards  free-, 
dom  and  happiness^^who  would: 
not  have  them  yield  an  iota  to 
force,  it  would  be  to  disarm  the 
reasonable  objections  of  their 
friends,  but  not  give  up  any  thing 
to  the  menaces  of  thar  ene- 
mies. He  would  not  go  more 
into  detail  at  the  present  moment, 
for  ample  opportunities  would  oc-. 
cur-of  discussing  thb  subject ;  but 
he  would  ask,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  could  any  thing  be 
more  absurd,  more  inconsistent, 
than  that  Spain  should  now  be 
repudiated  as  illegitimate  by  those, 
some  of  whom  had,  in  treatiea 
with  her,  described  her  govem«< 
ment  in  its  present  shape  by  the 
very  term  ^'  most  legitimate  go^ 
vemment?"  But  not  only  was- 
the  conduct  of  the  allies  incon^ 
sistent  with  the  treaties  of  some 
among  them  with  Spain ;  he  would 
show  that  their  principle  of  in- 
ter^ence  was  wholly  at  vari- 
ance with  treaties  recently  made 
amongst  themselves.  He  would 
prove  that  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  a  late  treaty 
was  decidedly  opposite  to  any  dkt- 
cossion  amongst  them  reelecting 
the  internal  situation  of  that  coun* 
try.  By  the  4th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle^  it  waa 
laid  down  that  a  special  congress 
should  be  held  from  time  to  time 
on  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or,  using 
the  words  and  borrowing  the  hy- 
pocritical cant  of  their  predeces- 
sors, the  three  powers  who  basely 
partitioned  Poland — ^wbo,  while 
they  despoiled  a  helpless  nation 
of  its  independence,  kept  preach^** 
ing  about  the  quiet  of  Europe,  the 
integrity  of  its  states,  and  the  mo- 
rality and  happiness  of  its  peopla 
— who  talkisd  daily  about  their  de- 
sire 
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sire  of  calm  repoiey  wbkh,  to  ine 
the  words  of  a  great  writer,  was 
the  atmoepbere  in  which  despo* 
tiam  liked  to  breathe — following, 
as  he  had  said  the  cant  of  their 
ancestors,  the  allies  declared  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  their  ob- 
ject was  to  secure  the  tranqaillitj 
of  Europe — that  their  fundamental 
principle  would  be,  never  to  de* 
part  from  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
law  of  nations :  ''  faithful  to  these 
principles,"  (continued  this  half- 
sermon,  half-romance,  and  half 
state  paper,)  '*  they  would  only 
study  the  happiness  of  their  people 
and  attend  carefully  to  the  inte- 
rests of  morality."  Here,  again,  fol- 
lowing theexample  of  the  autocratic 
Catherine,  the  partitioner  of  Po- 
land, who,  having  wasted  and  di- 
vided it,  province  after  province, 
sent  in  hordes  of  her  barbarians, 
who,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting 
of  the  sun  for  one  day,  were  en- 
gaged in  shedding  the  blood  of  its 
innocent  and  unfortunate  people; 
and  not  content  with  this  work  of  in- 
discriminate slaughter,  renewed  the 
carnage,  and  continued  it  through- 
out the  ensuing ;  and  after  this,  a 
Te  Deum  was  sung,  to  return 
thanks  for  heir  success  over  the 
enemies  of  Poland.  That  mild 
and  gentle  sovereign,  immediately 
after  these  outrages  upon  huma- 
nity, issued  a  proclamation,  in 
uriuch  she  said — "  The  empress 
assures  the  Poles,  and  desires  them 
to  believe,  that  she  possesses  for 
them  die  solicitude  of  a  tender  mo- 
ther, whose  heart  is  filled  with 
kincfaiess  for  all  her  children." 
Who  could,  or  who  dare,  doubt 
that  she  was  what  she  so  described 
herself,  and  who  conld,  afiter  the 
expeiieoee  of  the  last  year,  dis" 
pute  the  purity  of  the  intention  of 
the  allied  powers  towards  Spain? 


But  after  this  declaration  of  the 
object  of  fiiture  congresses,  came 
the  stipulation,  which  he  should 
like  to  see  some  German  statist, 
some  man  versed  in  the  manufac-^ 
tory  of  state-papers,  compare  with, 
and  reconcile  to,  the  recent  notes 
got  up  at  Verona,  not  unlikely  by 
tiie  very  hands  which  had  produ* 
ced  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle* 
The  stipulation  was  this : — ^'  Spe« 
cial  congresses  concerning  the  af- 
fairs of  states  not  parties  to  this 
alliance,  shall  not  take  place,  ex* 
cept"  (and  here  he  should  like  to 
know  how  Spain  had  brought  her- 
self within  the  exception^"  ex- 
cept in  consequence  of  a  formal  in- 
vitation from  such  states."  How 
would  any  German  statist  recon- 
cile these  contradictions  ?  Here  the 
interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
Spain  was  not  only  not  *'  by  special 
invitation"  from,  but  was  in  down- 
right opposition  to,  the  will  of 
Spain.  Thus  were  those  holy  al- 
lies opposed  to  their  own  princi-* 
pies ;  and  by  such  was  the  attempt 
now  made  to  crush  the  indepen- 
dence of  a  brave  people.  But  it 
was  not  in  the  case  of  Spain  alone 
that  the  consideration  ojf  these  pa- 
pers were  important — ^they  fumisb- 
ed  natural  grounds  of  fears  to  all 
independent  governments;  for  he 
should  be  glad  to  learn  what  case 
it  was  (upon  ths  doctrines  now 
advanced)  to  which  this  principle 
of  internal  interference  might  not 
be  extended — upon  which  the  aiH 
thority  to  comment»  criticise,  and 
dictate  might  not  be  assnmed? 
The  house  was  not  aware  of  the 
latitode  to  which  the  interference 
of  those  armed  legislators  migbt 
be  extended :— the  revolt  of  the 
colonies  was  one  alleged  cause,  the 
weakness  of  an  administratton 
another.  Russia,  forsooth,  was 
anxious 
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anxious  to  see  Ferdinand  surround- 
ed with  tbe  '*  moat  enlightened  and 
most  faithful  of  his  subjects'' — 
by  men,  of  course,  who  would  be 
every  way  worthy  of  himself.  So 
^at,  according  to  these  wise  men 
of  Verona,  (and  this  was  a  consi- 
deration which  should  be  looked 
to,)  an  inefficient  administration 
l¥Ould  be  a  just  grmmd  of  inter- 
ference. The  principle  did  not 
stop  here :  **  ruinous  loans,"  let 
that  be  marked,  formed  another 
ground,  and  ''  contributions  un- 
ceasingly renewed."  What  were 
these  but  taxes  which  were  called 
for  year  after  year?  All  these 
were  instances  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple of.  interference  might  apply 
to  countries  besides  Spain ;  and 
perhaps  (for  it  was  not  out  of  the 
wide  range  of  this  principle)  agri- 
cultural distress  would  appear  to 
the  wisdom  of  those  high  powers 
^s  just  a  ground  as  any  other.  But, 
to  complete  all  the  reasons  assigned 
to  Spain,  "  on  the  7th  of  July, 
blood  was  seen  to  flow  in  the  pa- 
lace of  the  king  and  a  civil  war 
raged  throughout  the  Peninsula." 
It  was  true,  blood  had  flowed,  and 
a  disposition  to  treason  was  excited 
in  aome  quarters ;  but  who  was  the 
cause  ?  An  ally.  It  was  produced 
by  those  cordons  uf  troops  which 
were  posted  on  the  Spanish  frontier, 
armed  with  gold  and  steel,  and  af- 
fording shelter  and  assistance  to 
those  in  whose  minds  disaflfection 
had  be«n  excited.  Blood  had  been 
shed ;  but  would  it  not  be  supposed 
by  any  person  unacquainted  with 
the  fact,  that  this  was  blood  shed 
in  an  attempt  to  dethrone  Ferdi- 
nand, or  an  attempt  to .  introduce 
some  new  and  unheard-of  form  of 
government?  But  what  was  the 
fact  ?  A  few  persons  were  killed 
who  bad  mutinied  against,  the  es- 


tablished government  r-* the  govern-' 
ment  which  tlie  Eniperor  Alexander 
himself  had  recognized  as  legiti- 
mate in  1812;  and  this  he  had 
now  the  audacity  to  call  the  '*  shed* 
ding  of  blood  by  Spaniards  in  die 
palace  of  the  king."  As  well 
might  he  accuse  the  people,  the 
parliament,  and  the  crown  of  Eng* 
land,  of  **  causing  blood  to  flow  in 
the  palace  of  the  king,"  on  account 
of  their  ordering  their  sentinels  to 
fire  on  every  person  whom  they 
might  find  attempting  to  assassi- 
nate the  sovereign,  as  accuse 
the  Spaniards  of  such  a  crime,  on 
account  of  the  events  which  hap- 
pened in  July  1822.  lie  should 
pass,  over  the  different  phrases 
about  '*  disorganized  philosophy," 
"  dreams  of  fallacious  liberty," 
and  *'  venerable  and  sacred  rights," 
with  which  the  Prussian  note  was 
crowded  to  repletion ;  and  should 
pass  on  to  the  Russian  note,  which 
objected  to-  the  Spaniards  their 
want  of  the  *'  conservative  prin- 
ciples of  social  order" — or,  in  other 
words,  of  despotic  power,  and  to 
their  not  falling  in  with  the  scope 
of  those  grand  truths,  which, 
though  they  were  ever  in  the 
mouths,  wore  no  where  explained 
by  any  one  of  the  three  sovereigns. 
The  Austrian  note  talked  of  the 
solid  and  venerable  claims  which 
the  Spanish  nation  had  upon  the. 
rest  of  Europe ;  prayed  it  to  adopt 
a  better  form  of  government  than 
it  had  at  present ;  and  called  upon 
it  to  reject  a  system  which  was  at. 
once  *'  powerful  and  paralyzed.". 
It  would  be  disgusting  to  enter  at 
any  length  into  papers  at  once  so 
odious,  so  iniquitous,  and  so  abo- 
minable. There  was  but  one  sen- 
timent held  regarding  them  out  of 
the  house,  and  he  merely  noticed 
them  now  to.  call  forth  a  similar 
expression 
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expression  of  feeling  ftt)ni  tlie 
house.  Monstrous  and  insolent^ 
and  unjustifiable  as  all  of  theih 
were,  he  considered  that  of  Russia 
to  be  more  monstrous,  more  inso^ 
lent,  and  more  unjustifiable  than 
all  the  rest ;  Russia,  a  power  tbkt 
was  only  half  European — that  with 
all  her  colossal  mass  of  physical 
strength  was  still  quite  as  much 
Asiatic  as  she  was  European — 
whose  principles  of  action  were 
completely  despotic  and  oriental, 
and  whose  practice  had,  unfortu« 
nately ,  always  been  of  the  same  bar- 
barous and  anti-European  descrip- 
tion.  In  all  these  precious  docu- 
ments there  were,  witli  a  mighty 
number  of  general  remarks,  mixed 
up  with  a  wondrous  affectation  of 
honest  principles,  —  there  were  a 
great  many  words  covering  ideas 
that  were  not  altogether  clear  and 
intelligible,  or,  if  they  happened 
to  be  so,  only  placing  their  own 
deformity  in  a  more  hideous  and 
detestable  light :  still,  though  such 
was  the  case,  the  meaning  of  the 
whole — for  argument  there  was 
none  to  be  found  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  them — the  mean- 
iog  of  the  whole  was  tis  plain  as 
plain  could  be  :  they  spoke  bat  on^ 
language  to  Europe  and  to  Spain, 
and  that  language  was  this — '*  We 
have  100,000  hired  mercenaries, 
and  we  will  not  stoop  to  reason 
with  men  whom  we  have  deter- 
mined to  crush  as  slaves,  or  anni- 
hilate as  freemen.**  He  admired 
the  parallel  frankness  with  which 
this  haughty  language  had  been 
met  by  the  Spanish  government: 
the  papers  which  it  had  sent  forth 
were  plain  and  laconic,  and  spoke 
this  language :  "  We  are  millions  of 
freemen,  and  will  not  stoop  to  rea- 
son with  men  who  threaten  to  en- 
slave us.'*    They  hurled  back  the 


threat  to  the  quarter  from  which  it 
issued,  caring  little  whether  it  was 
from  the  Goth,  the  llun,  or  the 
Cttlmuck  ;  with  firmness  they  met 
the  craft  of  the  Bohediian,  and 
With  courage  the  savage  ferocity  of 
the  Tartar.  If  they  found  leagued 
against  them  the  tyrants  by  which 
the  world  was  at  present  infested, 
they  might  console  themselves  with 
this  reflection,  that  wherever  there 
was  an  Englishman,  either  of  the 
old  world  or  of  the  new — wherever 
there  was  a  Frenchman,  with  the 
exception  of  that  little  band  which 
now  swayed  the  destinies  of  France 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  in- 
terests of  its  gallant  and  liberal 
population  —  a  population  which, 
after  enduring  the  miseries  which 
the  revolution  had  entailed  upon  it, 
and  after  wading  throogh  the  long 
and  bloody  wars  into  which  that 
revolution  had  precipitated  it,  was 
entitled,  if  ever  any  population  was, 
to  a  long  enjoyment  of  the  many 
blessings  of  peace  and  liberty — 
wherever  there  was  an  Englishman 
or  true-born  Frenchman — wherever 
there  was  a  free  heart  or  virtuous 
mind,  there  Spain  had  a  natural 
and  an  unalienable  fnend.  For  his 
own  part,  he  could  not  but  admire 
the  mixture  of  firmness  and  foi^ 
bearance  which  the  government  of 
Spain  hftd  exhibited.  When  the 
allied  monarchs  were  pleased  to 
adopt  a  system  of  interference  with 
the  internal  policy  of  Spain — when 
they  thought  it  fitting  to  descend  to 
minute  and  paltry  criticisms  upon 
the  whole  course  of  its  domestic 
government — when  every  sentence 
in  their  respective  notes  was  a  di- 
rect personal  insult  to  every  indi- 
vidual Spaniard — and  when  the 
most  glaring  attempts  were  made 
in  their  different  manifestoes  to  ex« 
cite  rebellion  in  the  country,  and  to 
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Btir  up  one  clasa  of  the  community 
against  the  other, — it  would  not 
have  surprised  him  if  some  allusion 
had  been  made  in  the  replies  of  the 
Spanish  government  to  the  domes** 
tic  policy  of  the  allied  sovereigns ; 
or  if  s<wie  of  the  allegations  which 
had  been  so  lavishly  cast  upon  it 
had  been  scornfully  retorted  upon 
those  who  had  so  falsely  and  so 
audaciously  brought  them  forward. 
What  would  have  been  more  natu- 
ral for  the  Spanish  governmeoty 
than  to  have  asked  his  Prussiaii 
majestyi  who  was  so  anxious  for 
the  weltiu^  and  good  government 
of  Spain*  and  who  had  shown  him- 
self so  minute  a  critic  on  its  laws 
and  institutions,  to  remember  the 
many  vows  and  promises  which  he 
had  made  some  years  ago  to  his 
own  free  people?  What  would 
liave  been  more  natural  than  to 
have  suggested  to  him,  that  it 
would  be  more  consistent  with 
those  promises  to  give  his  subjects 
a  representative  form  of  govern- 
ment, than  to  maintain  at  their 
qosti  and  almost  to  their  utter  ruin, 
a  large  standing  army,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ravaging  the  territories,  or 
putting  down  the  liberties  of  any 
neighbonritig  power }  The  govern- 
ment of  Spain  would  have  had  a 
right  to  make  this  representation 
to  his  majesty  of  Prussia;  for  his 
majesty  of  Prussia  owed  much, 
very  much,  to  its  exertions :  in* 
deed,  the  gallant  resistance  which 
it  made  to  the  invasion  of  Bona- 
parte, formed  a  powerful  diversion 
in  favour  of  Prussia,  when  such  a 
diversion  was  most  necessary  to  its 
interests,  ay,  and  to  its  veiy  exist- 
ence. Could  any  thing,  he  would 
also  ask,  have  been  more  natural 
UsT  the  Spanish  government,  than 
to  have  asked  the  Emperor  oif  Ausf- ' 
tria,  whether  he,  who  now  pre- 


tended to  be  so  just,  when  the  in- 
terests   of  Ferdinand  were   con- 
cerned,   had   always   acted   with 
equal  justice  towaids  the  interests 
of  others?    Could  any  thing  have 
been  more  natural  than  to  have 
suggested  to  him*  that  before  he 
vras  generous    to    Ferdinand,    he 
ought  to  be  just  to  George ;  and 
tiiat  he  ought  to  return  to  him  the 
whole,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  consid^- 
able  part  of  the  twenty  millions  he 
had  borrowed  of  him  in  his  day  of 
distresB*-a  sum  which,  remaining 
unpaid,  wasted  the  resources  of  an 
ally  of  Spain,  and  tended  mightily 
to  cripple  and  mutilate  her  exer- 
tions ?   He  wished  likewise  to  know 
what  could  have  been  more  natu- 
ral— nay,  if  the  doctrine  of  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  concerns  of 
neighbouring  nations  were  at  all 
admitted) — what  could  have  been 
more    rightful,    in  a  free  people, 
than  to  have  asked  him  how  it 
happened,,  that  his  dungeons  were 
filled  with  all  that  was  noble,  and 
accomplished,  and  virtuous,    and 
patriotic  in  the  Milanese? — than 
to  have  called  on  him  to  g^ve  an 
account  of  the    ocean    of   blood 
which  he  had  shed  in  his  own  do- 
minions in  the  north  of  Italy  ? — 
than   to  have  demanded  of  him 
some  explanation  of  that  iron  po- 
licy by  which  he  has  consigned 
men,  women,  and  children,  not  to 
exile  or  to  death,  but  to  a  merciless 
imprisonment  for  ten,  twenty,  and 
thirty  years — ^nay,  even  for  life, 
without  their  being  able  to  ascer- 
tain in  the  remotest  degree  the 
crime  for  which   they  were  pu- 
nished ?    Even  the  Emperor  Alex* 
ander  himself,  tender  and  sensitive 
as  he  was  at  the  sight  of  blood 
dewing  in  the  precincts  of  a  royal 
palace — a  sight  so  monstrous,  that 
if  his  language  could  be  credited, 
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i|  haA  never  before  -been  seen  in 
the  hietory  of  the  worlds  might 
h«ve  been  taoght  a  leseon,  whkh 
even  he  might  not  have  Iband  over* 
pleasant  ud  the  recollection;  for 
the  Emperor  Alexander^  however 
pure  he  himself,  might  be,  and 
however  innocent  hit  agente^  was 
nevertheless  descended  from  Wi- 
thers and  mothers  who  bad  de- 
thronedy  confined,  and  slanghterod 
husbands,  brothers,  and  children. 
God  forbid  that  he  should  impute 
the  acts  of  violence  which  had 
been  committed  on  the  persons  of 
various  members  of  the  present 
djnaaty  of  Russia  to  their  fathers 
and  their  brotherel  but  it  did  hap* 
pen  somehow  or  other,  and  by  some 
inexplicable  fiitality,  that  those  re- 
latives had  invariahl)^  rraped  the 
advantage  of  the  atrocities  com* 
mitted,  and  had  as  invariably  failed 
to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  them 
to  public  justice.  Under  such  ci«^ 
eumstancee,  if  he  had  had  the  ho- 
^r  of  bewg  in  the  confidence  of 
the  imperial  majesty  of  all  the 
RuiBsias,  he  shoidd  have  been  the 
last  person  in  the  world  to  have 
counselled  his  imperial  master  to 
touch  upon  so  tender  a  tq)ic — he 
should  hnmbly  have  beeought  him 
to  think  twice  or  thrice,  nay,  even 
a  fourth  and  a  fifth  time,  before  he 
ventured  to  alldde  to  so  delicate  a 
subject—iie  should,  with  all  proper 
deference,  have  requested  him  to 
meddle  with  any  other  topic«->he 
should  have  desired  hini  to  try 
every  other  point  in  the  tempass— 
he  should  have  imf^ored  him  to 
try  what  he  could  say  about  Tur- 
key, or  Greece,  or  even  Minorca, 
on  which  he  had  of  late  been  cast- 
ing many  an  amorous  gfamce,  be* 
fore  he  adopted  the  peculiar  phrase 
of  **  blood  flowing  in  the  precincts 
of  a  royal  palace;"  and,  at  any 


rate,  he  should  have  advised  him 
to  slur  it  loosely  over,  instead  of 
frfacing  it,  like  an  artful  rhetorician, 
to  form  the  principal  point  in  his 
OMt  effective  climax.  He  found, 
likewise,  in  these  self-same  docu- 
ments, another  allusion,  for  which 
the  Spanish  government,  had  it 
been  so  inclined,  might  have  read 
the  holy  alliance  another  severe 
lecture — he  alluded  to  the  gUb 
manner  in  which  the  three  poten- 
tates talked  of  an  individual,  who, 
let  his  failings  or  even  his  crimes 
be  what  they  might*  must  always 
be  considered  as  a  great  and  a  re- 
splendent character,  who,  because 
he  was  now  no  longer  either  upon 
a  throne  or  at  liberty,  or  even 
in  life,  was  described  by  them,  not 
merely  as  an  ambitious  ruler — not 
merely  as  an  arbitrary  tyrant,  but 
also  as  an  upstart  and  an  usurper. 
This  was  not  the  language  which 
these  three  potentates  had  formerly 
used,  nor  was  it  the  language  which 
they  were  entitled  to  use,  regard- 
ing this  illustrious  individual. 
Whatever  epithets  others  might 
have  a  right  to  attach  to  his  con* 
duct,  their  mouths  at  least  were 
stopped :  they  could  have  no  right 
to  call  him  usurper,  for  in  many  of 
his  usuipatioiis  they  had  been  will- 
ing accomplices.  The  King  of 
Prussia  followed  his  fortunes  with 
the  most  shame-faced  subsarvi* 
ency,  after  the  thorough  beating 
he  received  from  him  in  the  year 
1807.  No  sooner  had  he  reco» 
vered  the  upright  attitude  of  a  man^ 
than  he  toc^  the  first  opportunity 
which  chance  threw  in  bis  way  to 
foil  upon  his  knees,  and  after  much 
crouching  and  crawlti^  in  the  dnsti 
to  beg  from  the  Uood-stained  hand 
of  Bonaparte  no  less  a  boon  than 
possession  of  his  Britannic  nu^es* 
ty's  foreign  dominions,  the  kmg^ 
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doth  of  Hanover.    The  Emperor 
Alexander,  too,  after  he  had  also 
undergone  the  previous  ceremony 
ofa  thorough  beating,  did  not  dis- 
dain to  lick  up  the  crumbs  which 
fell  from  the  mouth  of  his  more 
successful  rival :  he  did  not  disdain 
to  take,  rather  than  have  nothing 
— rather  than  forego  tlie  Russian 
principle  to  get  something  on  every 
occasion,  either  in  Europe,  or  in 
Asia,  and  of  late  years  they  had 
even  laid  claim  to  naval  dominion 
in   America— rather  than  forego 
the  Calmuck  policy  of  always  add- 
ing something  to  what  was  already 
acquired,  he  condescended  to  re- 
ceive from  the  hand  of  Bonaparte 
a  ferw  square  miles  of  territory, 
with  an  -  additional   population  of 
only  two  or  three  thousand  serfs. 
The-  tender  heart  of  the   father, 
overflowing,  as  his  imperial  grand- 
mother bad  phrased  it,  with  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  for  all  his 
children,  could  not  be  content  with- 
out receiving  a  farther  addition- to 
them ;  and  Uierefore  it  was  not  sur- 
prising that  on  the  very  next  occa- 
sion that  f)resented  itself,  he  was 
rvady  to  seize,   and  actually  did 
seize,  from  the  same  hands,  a  slice 
of  the  booty,   large  in  the  same 
proportion  as  his  former  one  had 
been  small.   The  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, too,  who  had  entered  before 
th6  others  into  the  race  for  plun- 
der, and  had  continued  in.it  till  the 
very  conclusion — he  who,   if  not 
an  accomplice  with  the  jacobins  of 
France  in  the  spoliation  of  Venice, 
was  at  least  the  receiver  of  the 
stolen  pmperty ;  a  case  in  which  it 
had  been  well  stated  at  the  time 
in  that  house,  that  the  receiver 
was  quite  as  bad  as  the  thief—- that 
magnanimous  prince,  who,  after  an 
ttlmoat  endless  alteriiation  of  sub* 
mission  and  truckling  at  one  time, 


and  vapouring  and  bullying  at  'an« 
other,  had  finished  by  craving  the 
honour   of  giving  Bonaparte    his 
(^vourite   dati|gbter   in   marriage, 
might  have  been  told  that  the  term 
usurper  could  not  be  fairly  applied 
even   by    him   to  the    individual 
upon  whose  beck  his  own  fate  and 
fortunes  had  so  repeatedly  depend- 
ed.   Extraordinary  as  it  was,  it 
was  still  no  less  true,  that  after  the 
powerful  genius  of  Bonaparte  had 
fallen  under  the  still  more  power- 
ful restlessness  of  his  disposition; 
— after  his  armies  had  perished 
under  the  severities  of  a- northern 
winter,  and  the  star  of  his  destiny 
had  waned  under  the  superior  in- 
fluence of  that  of  the  allies, — after 
they  had  succeeded  in  the  contest 
by  the  call  they  had  made  upon' 
the  energies  of  their  ..people,  and 
the  gallant  manner  in  which  their 
people  had  answered  (hat  call^ — ^ 
after  they  had  come  completely 
victorious   from   the   struggle,   in 
consequence  of  the  aid  they  bad 
received  from  the  arms,  skill,  and 
gallantry  of  England,  without  which 
no  storm  could  have  overpowered, 
no  popular  enthusiasm  could  have 
overwhelmed  him — it  was  extra- 
ordinary, be  repeated,  but  still  not 
the  less  true,  that  these  very  men 
should  be  the  first  to  imitate  that 
policy    against   which    they    had 
struggled  so  violently,  and  to  carry 
it  even  still  farther  in  all  its  most 
detestable  points.     He  maintained 
that  it  was  as  he  had  asserted;  for 
not  even  by  his  foulest  slanderers 
had  Bonaparte   been  ever  accused 
of  actions  S(j  atrocious  as  was  the 
spoliation  of  Norway,  the  partition 
of  Saxony,  the  tiansfer  of  Genoa,' 
and  the  cession  of  Ragusa.    It  was 
tiX)  much,   after  the  allied  sove- 
reigns had  .committed    deeds'  so 
wicked,  and  actions  so  iuiquitous' 
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at  these — it  was  too  much,  after 
they  bad  sabtuitted  to  a  long  course 
of  truckling  and  submission  to  Bo* 
naparte,  accompanied  by  every 
species  of  peisenal  disgrace  and 
degradation  on  their  part — it  was 
too  nRMrh  for  them  now  to  come 
forward  and  to  calumniate  his  me- 
mory ibr  transactions,  in  the  bene* 
fit  of  which  they  had  participated 
at  the  time,  and  the  iiifomy  of 
which  they  had  since  surpassed  by 
their  own  conduct  He  rejoiced 
that  the  Spaniards  had  only  such 
men  as  these  to  contend  with :  he 
knew  Uiat  there  were  fearful  odds 
between  battalions  and  principles  ;* 
bat  it  was  some  consolation  to  re- 
flectt  that  their  battalions  were  not 
aided  by  the  character  of  their 
roasters,  and  that  all  the  weight  of 
character  was  happily  on  the  con- 
trary side.  It  gave  him,  however, 
some  pain  to  find  that  a  monarch 
so  enlightened  as  the  Kingof  France 
had  shown  himself  on  various  oc- 
casions to  be,  should  have  yielded 
obedience,  even  for  a  time,  to  the 
arbitrary  mandates  of  this  tyrannic 
junta.  He  trusted,  however,  that 
it  would  only  prove  a  temporary 
aberration  on  his  part  from  the 
sounder  principles  on  which  he 
had  hitherto  acted:  he  trusted  that 
the  men  who  appeared  to  have  ac- 
quired his  confidence  only  to  abuse 
k,  would  soon  be  dismissed  from 
it ;  or  if  not,  that  the  voice  of  the 
country,  whose  interests  they  were 
ready  to  sacrifice,  and  whose  rising 
liberties  they  seemed  anxious  to 
destroy,  would  compel  them  to 
paraue  a  more  manly  and  more 
liberal  policy.  Indeed,  the  King  of 
France  had  been  persuaded  by  the 
parasites  by  whom  he  was  at  pre-, 
sent  surrounded,  to  go  even  beyond 
the  principles  ojf  the  holy  alliance. 
He  had  been  persuaded  to  tell  the 
\S2S. 


world,  that  it  was  from  the  hands 
of  a  tyrant  alone  that  a  free  people 
could  hold  a  constitution.  That 
accomplished  prince — ^and  all  En- 
rope  acknowledged  him  to  be  at 
once  a  most  finished  gentleman 
and  most  able  scholar — could  not 
but  be  aware  that  all  the  wise  and 
good  men  of  former  times  differed 
with  him  in  opinion  upon  this 
pcnnt ;  and  if  he  (Mr.  Brougham) 
Reminded  him  of  a  sentence  which 
he  had  recently  found  in  a  recover- 
ed work,  of  one  whose  eloquence 
was  only  to  be  surpassed  by  his 
wisdom,  and  whose  skill  as  a  states- 
man was  only  to  be  rivalled  by  his 
observation  as  a  philosopher — if  he 
reminded  him  of  an  opinion  of  Ci- 
cero, in  direct  variance  witb  the 
doctrines  which  he  had  recently 
promulgated,  it  was  in  the  sincere 
hope  that  he  would  consider  it  with 
all  the  attention  that  was  due  to< 
such  high  authority.  That  great 
man  bad  said,  **  Non  in  uVa  ctvitate^ 
nisi  in  qua  sutnma  potesfas  pofntH 
est  J  uHwm  domicilium  libertat  habet'*^ 
He  recommended  t4>  bis  most  ca- 
tholic majesty  to  reflect,  not  only 
on  the  wisdom  of  so  great  a  philo-* 
sopher,  but  also  on  the  experience 
of  so  great  a  statesman.  He  re- 
commended him  to  consider,  that 
he  was  one  of  the  greatest  states- 
men of  the  old  world — that,  like 
himself,  he  lived  in  times  of  great 
danger,  and  of  great  difficulty-r- 
that  he  had  to  contend  with  the 
most  formidable  conspiracy  to 
which  the  life  and  liberty  of  social 
man  had  ever  been  exposed — that 
under  such  •  circumstances  he  had 
recourse  only  to  the  Roman  con- 
stitution— that  he  threw  himself 
on  the  good  will  of  his  patriotic 
countrymen  —  that  he  only  put 
forth  the  vigour  of  his  own  genius,' 
and  the  vigour  of  the  law,  and  that 
B  he 
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be  never  thought  of  calling  into  hi» 
assistance  the  AUobruges,  the  Tea- 
tones,  or  the  Scythians  of  his  day ; 
^  and  I  now  say/*  continued  Mr* 
Brougham^  ''  that  if  the  King  of 
France  calls  on  either  the  modem 
Teutones  or  the  modem  Scythians 
to  assist  him  in  this  unholy  war^ 
judgment  will  that  moment  go 
forth  against  him  and  his  family, 
and  the  dynasty  of  Gaul  will  be 
changed  at  once  and  for  ever/' 
The  learned  gentleman  then  asked 
what  were  the  grounds  on  which 
the  necessity  of  this  war  was  de- 
fended. It  was  said  to  be  under- 
taken because  an  insurrection  had 
broken  out  with  success  at  Madrid. 
He  denied  this  to  be  the  fact. 
What  was  called  an  insurrection 
was  an  attempt  to  restore  the  law- 
ful constitution  of  the  country— -a 
constitution  which  had  been  its 
established  constitution  till  Ferdi- 
nand overthrew  it  in  consequence 
of  a  mutiny  in  the  army;  and 
therefore^  when  a  similar  mutiny 
enabled  the  friends  of  liberty  to  re- 
cover what  they  had^  lost)  it  was 
an  error  in  language  to  call  such 
rocovery  by  the  name  of  insurrec- 
tion, and  an  abuse  of  terms,  which 
could  only  be  intended  to  hoodwink 
the  reason  or  conciliate  the  preju- 
dices of  the  honest  part  of  mankind. 
Let  the  pretext,  however,  for  the  war 
be  what  it  might,  the  real  cause 
of  it  was  not  hard  to  conjecture. 
It  was  not  from  hatred  to  Spain  or 
Portugal^  considered  simply  as 
Spain  and  Portugal,  that  the  al- 
lied sovereigns  were  for  marching 
their  hordes  into  the  peninsula- 
it  was  not  against  freedom  on  the 
Ebro,  or  freedom  on  the  Mincio, 
that  they  were  making  war:  no, 
it  was  against  freedom  in  the  abs- 
tract—-it  was  against  freedom 
wherever  it  was   to  be  found- 


it  was  against  freedom  by  what* 
ever  men  it  was  possessed — it  was 
s^ainst  freedom  by  whatever 
checks  it  was  secured,  and  by 
whatever  safeguards  it  was  gua^ 
ranteed.  Freraom  was  the  object 
of  their  most  inveterate  hate,  aad 
against  freedom  they  were  ready 
to  employ  every  species  both  of 
fraud  and  force.  They  dreaded 
its  instmctions — they  abhorred  ila 
spirit;  all  the  benefits  which  it 
has  conferred  upon  mankind,  all 
the  monuments  which  have  been 
raised  in  its  honour,  all  the  mi- 
racles which  have  been  effected  by 
its'  influence,  they  hated  with  the 
malignity  of  demons,  for  they  were 
compelled  to  fear  and  tremble  at 
the  very  sound  of  its  name.  It 
was  on  this  account  that,  disguise 
it  as  they  might,  they  could  feel 
no  real  friendship  for  the  people 
of  this  country.  As  long  as  Eng- 
land remained  the  country  that 
she  was  at  present,  as  long  as  par* 
liament  formed  a  free  and  open 
tribunal  to  which  the  oppressed  of 
all  nations  under  faeavai.  could 
appeal  against  their  oppressors, 
however  mighty  and  however  ex- 
alted— and  with  all  its  abases  (and 
no  man  could  lament  them  more 
feelingly  than  he  did,  because  no 
man  was  more  sensible  of  its  ad- 
vantages), and  with  all  its  imper- 
fections (and  no  man  could  be 
more  anxious  to  remove  and  -amend 
them,  because  no  man  wished 
more  heartily  to  make  it  worthy 
of  the  love  and  admiration  of  the 
country),  it  was  still  too  free  to 
please  the  taste  of  the  continental 
despots, — so  long  would  England 
be  the  object  of  their  hatred  and 
machinations,  sometimes  carried 
on  in  secret,  sometimes  carried  on 
openly,  but  always  carried  on  with 
the  same  unremitting  vigour  and 
activity. 
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ttttivity.     It  ^^na  idle  to  suppose 
tiiat  these  armed  critics  should  be 
bounded   in    theif  views   by  any 
limits    of   time   or    of    country. 
Could  the  house  suppose,  that,  if 
there  were  any  portion. of  territory 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Em*- 
penu-  Alexander  which  appeared 
peculiarly   suited    to    his   views, 
he  would  not  soon  be  able  to  di»- 
cover  some   fault  or   flaw  in  its 
political  institutions  requiring  hii 
intervention,  supposing  it  e^en  to 
be  a  part  of  the  Turkish  govern* 
oient  ?     Nay,  if  his  imperial  ma* 
jesty   were  met,  with  his  consis* 
tofy  of  tyrants  and  armed  critics, 
lie  believed  that  it  would  be  in 
vain   for   the    Ulemah^  with  all 
his    tribe   of  learned   Muftis,  to 
plead  to  him  that  their  govern- 
ment was  of  the  most  sacred  and 
venerable  description, — that  it  had 
antiquity  in  its  favour, — thai   it 
was  in  full  possession  of"  the  con- 
servative principle  of  social  order," 
—that  it  was  **  replete  with  grand 
truths/'— that  it  was  "powerful 
and  paralysed," — that  it  had  never 
listened  to  ''the  fatal  doctrines  of  a 
disorganized  philosophy,"  and  that 
it  had  never  been  visited  by  any 
sQch  things  as  "dreams  of  falla* 
cious  liberty'**— he  believed  that  if 
the  learned  Ulemah  were  to  argue 
the  point  just  as  if  it  was  the  holy 
Koran,  still  these  "  three  gentle* 
men  of  Verona"   would  not  turn 
away — in    disgust,    as    he    (Mr. 
Brougham)  should  do,-— but  would 
pry  about  for  an  avenue  by  which 
to  enter  into  the  territory  in  ques* 
tino,  and  if  they  could  not  find  a 
way,  would  not  be  very  scrupulous 
about  making  eile ;  and  the  result, 
in  one  point  of  view,  would  be, 
that   in   three  months   from   the 
time  of  deliberation  the  Empetor 
Alexander  wofild  be  at  Constan* 
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tinople,  or  at  Minorca — for  he  i^d 
long  shown  a  desire  to  have  some 
western  provinces ;  and  that  Aus- 
tria and  Prussia  would  be  invited 
to  look  for  an  indemnity  in  any 
thing  that  England,  or  .the  King  of 
England,  might  have  to  suit  ihinii; 
The  principles  on  which  this  band 
of  congregated  despots  had  sbowa 
their  readiness  to  act,  Were  dam 
gerous  in  the  extreme,  not  only  to 
free  states  for  reasons  which  he 
had  before  explained,  but  also  to 
the    states  over  which  the  very 
members  of  this  unholy  junto  pre- 
sided.    Resistance  to  them  was  a 
flatter  of  duty,  and  the  duty  of 
this  country  was  in  oonaequence 
plain.     It  behoved  us,  however,  to 
take  care  that  we  did   not  rush 
blindly  into  a  war.     An  appeal  .to 
arms  ought  to  be  the  last  altfema* 
tive   we  should   try,  but  still .  it 
ought  never  to  be  so  foreign  to 
our  thoughts  as  to  be  conceived 
impossible,  or  so  foreign  from  our 
counsels  as  to  take  us  unprepared* 
Already,  if  there  was  any  force  in 
language,  or  any  validity  in  publia 
engagements,  were  we  committed 
by  the  defensive  treaties  into  which 
we  had  entered.     We  were  bound 
by  various  engagements  to  prevent 
Portugal  from  being  overrun  by  a 
foreign  enemy*      If  Spain  were  to 
be   overrun  by   foreign  invaders, 
what  would  be  the  situation  of  Porr 
tugal?     Her  frontiers  on  the- side 
of  Spain  could  scarcely  be  said  to 
exist  at  present ;  there  was  no  dc" 
fence  in  them ;  they  were .  a  mere 
imaginary  line»  and  had  no. exist- 
ence  except  in  the  map  of  the  geo- 
grapher;  her  real  frontiers  were 
in  the  Pyrenees^her  real  defence 
was  in  their  fastnesses ;  and  when- 
ever their  passes  were  crossed^  the 
same    danger    which    threatened 
Spain  wTould  also  threaten  Portu- 
2  gal. 
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gal.  If  we  were  bound  by  the 
force  of  treaties,  though  we  might 
not  be  bound  to  send  au  army  of 
observation  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  French  army,  we  were  at 
least  bound  to  send  a  naval  arma- 
meat  to  Portugal,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  the  earliest  infonna- 
tioD  of  what  was  occurring  there, 
and  might  be  ready  at  any  mo- 
ment to  give  assistance  to  oar 
imcient  ally.  Above  all  things, 
we  ought  to  repeal  without  delay 
the  foreign  enhstment  bill — ^a  mea- 
sure which,  in  his  opinion,  we 
ought  never  to  have  enacted.  He 
would  not,  however,  look  baclc- 
.  wards  to  measures,  on  the  propria 
e^  of  which  all  of  them  might 
not  agree ;  but  he  would  look  for- 
ward, in  order  to  avoid  all  subject 
of  vituperation,  reserving  his  blame 
for  the  foreigners  whose  tyrannic 
conduct  obliged  this  nation  to  hate 
them,  and  his  co-operation  for 
whatever  faithful  stervant  of  the 
crown  woold,  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  to  his  country,  to  free- 
dom, and  to  the  world,  speak  a 
language  that  was  truly  British-** 
pursue  a  policy  that  was  truly 
free, — and  look  to  free  states  as 
our  best  and  most  natural  allies 
against  all  enemies  whatsoever; 
quarrelling  with  none,  whatsoever 
were  the  form  of  their  govern- 
ment; keeping  peace  wherever  we 
could,  but  not  leaving  ourselves 
unprepared  for  war;  not  afraid 
of  the  issue,  but  calmly  resolved 
to  brave  it  at  all  hazards ;  deter- 
mined at  the  same  time  to  support, 
amid  every  sacrifice,  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  and 
every  principle  that  is  considered 
most  valuable  and  sacred  among 
civilised  nations. 

Sir  F,   Burdett  rose,  to  make 


his  acknowledgments  to  the  hon« 
and  learned  gent,  for  a  speech  as 
able  as  ever  he  had  heard  deliver- 
ed, or  as  he  believed  ever  had 
been  delivered  within  the  walls  of 
parliament.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  saying  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent.  &at  which  had  been 
previously  said  of  a  great  and 
worthy  man — not  however  greater 
or  worthier  than  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  on  the  floor, 
*'  Nil  non  laudandum  atU  sensit  out 
dixit"  He  had  received  great 
pleasure  from  the  manly  and  in- 
genuous speech  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  that  day 
moved  the  address ;  and  he  trusted 
that  the  house  would  come  to  an 
unanimous  vote  upon  it.  In  con- 
clusion, he  informed  ministers, 
that  if  they  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  that  evening,  the 
despots  of  the  continent  would,  in 
case  of  things  coming  to  the  worst, 
have  to  experience  what  they  had 
not  experienced  for  a  number  of 
years — he  meant  the  opposition  of 
an  united  parhament,  and  an 
united  people. 

Mr.  Peel  expressed  his  satis- 
faction, that  there  was  such  a  de- 
sire in  the  house  to  concur  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
speech  addressed  to  it  from  the 
throne,  and  also  witk  the  senti- 
ments which  it  waa  proposed  to 
embody  in  the  answer  to  be  pre- 
sented in  return  to  the  throne. 
After  complimenting  the  mover 
and  seconder,  of  the  address  for  the 
aUlity  which  they  had  displayed 
in  bringing  it  forward,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  state,  that  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  opposite,  and 
also  the  hon.  baronet  who  had 
followed  him,  had  confined  their 
observations  to  one  point,  he  should 
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best  consult  the  feelings  of  tbe 
boose  by  postponing  any  remarks 
which  he  bad  to  make  upon  other 
natters  to  a  future  opportunity, 
when  they  must  necessarily  come 
in  their  due  time  before  its  consi- 
deration.  There  had,  however, 
been  some  observations  made  oi 
such  immense  importance,  that  he 
felt  that  he  should  be  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  his  duty  if  be  al- 
lowed'them  to  pass  entirely  un- 
noticed. The  greater  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  and  learn- 
ed member  for  Wincbelsea  was 
on  the  policy,  not  of  the  country, 
but  of  the  allied  sovereigns.  With 
regard  to  our  own  conduct,  a  time 
would  come  when  a  lull  explana- 
tion would  be  given  of  it,  and  be^ 
was  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that 
the  explanation  of  it  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties.  His 
majesty  had  repeated  bis  deter- 
mination to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  this  government  had 
laid  down  first  in  1793,  and  sub- 
sequently at  a  later  period  in  1821, 
respecting  the  right  of  one  nation 
to  interfere  in  the  concerns  of  ano- 
ther. He  (Mr.  Peel)  conceived 
these  principles  to  be,  that  every 
state  was  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent, and  was  the  only  judge  of 
the  reforms  and  modifications 
which  were  necessary  in  its  go- 
vernment; that,  whatever  course 
it  might  pursue  in  its  internal 
concerns,  of  that  course  it  was  the 
sole  and  only  judge ;  and  that 
every  other  doctrine  was  as  sub- 
vertive  of  national  independence 
as  the  attempt  of  one  individual  to 
force  upon  another  any  specific 
line  of  conduct  would  be  subver- 
sive of  individual  independence. 
The  rights  of  states,  however,  like 
those,  of  individuals,  were  subject 
to  the  interference  of  other  states. 


if  the  exercise  of  them  tended  to 
the  general  injury.  That  injury, 
however,  ought  not  to  be  of  an 
imag^ary  or  speculative  kind — ^ 
it  ought  to  be  of  a  nature  dear 
to  tbe  feelings  and  palpable  to*  the' 
sight  of  every  man ;  and  of  the' 
necessity  of  making  such  an  in- 
terference, each  state,  for  the  rea- 
sons he  had  before  mentioned, 
ought  to  be  the  chief  judge* 
With  regard  to  the  afiairs  of 
Spain,  be  could  only  observe,  that 
as  far  as  we  were  concerned,  there 
was  nothing  in  her  institutions 
that  could  warrant  our  interfer- 
ence with  them.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  Spain  would  ad-' 
mit  some  changes  in  what  was 
called  the  Spanish  constitution, 
because  he  believed  that  such 
changes  would  tend  to  the  advance- 
ment of  her  best  interests,  and  the 
promotion  of  her  best  rights.  It 
was  his  opinion,  that  it  was  not 
only  an  act  of  justice,  but  also  anr 
act  of  duty,  for  one  friendly  state 
to  represent  to  another  the  expe- 
diency of  such  changes;  but  in' 
making  that  statement,  he  by  no 
means  intended  to  say  that  the 
grounds  stated  by  the  King  of 
France  for  interfering  in  the  affairs 
of  Spain  were  such  as  warranted 
his  interference;  on  the  contrary,, 
he  meant  to  say  that  he  thought 
them  not  adequate.  It  was  clear, 
that  those  who  opposed  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  interfered,  could 
not  approve  of  the  mode  of  his  in« 
terference.  Still  he  thought  that 
the  house  ought  to  cherish  tfae^ 
hopes  of  peace,  for  no  man  could 
doubt  what  the  real  interest  of 
England  was  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances. If  he  spoke  with  re- 
serve of  tbe  line  of  policy  which 
England  was  likely  to  follow,  it 
was  because  he  still  cherished  a 
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hope  tkni  peaee  woiM  h^  pfre* 
served ;  and  if  it  was  nut,  be  sliU 
tbou^t  that  every  iuan  noight  t>e: 
certain,  that  every  effort  cQimteot 
with  tha  independente  of  the  coun* 
try.  would  beisade  for  its  preeer<- 
VBtiom  Id  the  speech  of  the  King 
of  Fifanc^»  war  wa»  not  elated  to 
be  .certiUD. .  The  expression  wae^ 
'•  ir  war  he  inevitable."  The  ho- 
nourable, and  learned  gdntledian 
said  that  the  condition  attached  to 
that  IF  rendered  it  eo ;  for  it  was 
''  .unless  Ferdinand  VIL  be  free  to 
^ve  his  people  institutions."  N ow, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  two  mean- 
inge  might  be  attiiibuted  to  tboee 
expressions,  and  it  was  only  fair  to 
give  France,  the  benefit  of  theoi- 
7hey  might  mean  that  no  instiljar 
liiune  would  be  consideited  legid- 
mate^  unleas  they  were  derived 
from  a  king  in  the  full  possession 
gf  absohite  power,  at  liberty  to 
give,  and  abeotutely  giving  them* 
with  his  own  free  will,  to  the  mess 
of  his  subjects.  Now,  if  this  were 
the  meaning  of  the  words,  they 
(Sontaioed  doctrines  to  which  no 
Englishman  could  agree  even  for  a 
moment  Personal  freedom,  free- 
don)  from  restraint,  was  absolatelj 
oetessary  on  the  part  of  the  mo- 
narch^  Whatever  construction  the 
terms- of  the  speech  of  the  King  of 
France  might  bear,  he  (Mr.  Peel) 
\n»  anxious  that  it  should  not  be 
misconstrued*  As  an  Eagliahmafr 
h^  should  undoubtedly  sdy  that  the 
King  of  France  had  no  sufficient 
aatfaority  to  interfere;  as  a  Spa* 
niardi  he  should  of  course  contend 
the  same^  but  if.  he  werfta  French- 
maot,  he  coilld  not  at  idl  tdil  in 
what  view  the  question^  might  pre^ 
sent  itself.  He  did  not  lay  it 
down,  that  the  principle  adopted 
by  France  warranted  her  inter- 
ference as  a  ibreiga  power,  in  the 


iaternal  ajfiUJrs  of  Spaid  aa  an  mi«' 
dependent  kingdom.  Great  Brir^' 
tain  waa,  therefere,  no  perty  t» 
any  proceedings,  direct  or  indirect, 
al  Verona,  that  bad  this  objects 
He  was  confident  that  the  houe^ 
would  esc  use  him  from  aatering* 
mto  farther  details,  both  on  account 
of  the  absence  of  his  right  honour- 
able Oriend  who  presided  oveir  this 
department  of  the  afi&iirs  of  the 
stale,  and  because,  while,  as  he 
held  before  said,  there  was  a.chanea 
of  maintaining  peace :  while  thera 
was  a  hope  Uiat  the  iriitation  un- 
fortunately subsisting  might  be  al- 
layed, be  should  repent  to  the  i^s 
moment  of  his  life  if  he  dropped  a 
single  word  by  which  that  chance 
coiild  t>e  lessened.  The  rooted 
conviction  of  his  mind  was,  that  i% 
was  the  policy  of  EUirope  that 
peace,  general  peace,  should  be 
preserved.  After  the  devaetatioa 
of  tbe  late  war,  subjects  and  sove-'. 
reigns  ought  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  directing  their  attention  ta 
internal  sS^ix^  A  war  most  new 
be  injunotts  to  Eorope  at  large,^ 
but  especially  to  this  couotiry.  Our 
great  object  ought  to  be  M  such  % 
Qioment  to  maintaih  neutrality.. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  not  fer  Great 
Britain  to  rejoice  in  the  deteriora-i> 
tion  of  other  stateai  Qn  the  coo- 
trary,  instead  of  viewing  thfi  pQW-^ 
ing  prospent3f  of  n^hbouriag  king^ 
doms  with  jealousy  or  alarkSy  shai 
had  opened  her  eyea  to  a  mora 
liberal  and  just  doctritie :  she  found 
that  her  interests  wens  not  inooD»- 
patible  with  theirs,  and  thai  thm 
increasing  coasamptioft  gave  to  her 
an  increasing  dattaiid.  Tjie  most 
dignified  position  she  cmdd  aasuma 
was  that  of  a  me<^ator,  not -be- 
tween contending  (for  they  were 
not  yet  contendi^),  but  betwean 
angry  parties.    The  highest  diit/ 
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dw  eoM  dkcharge  was  to  Ue  ut* 
most  of  her  power  to  prevent  the 
comiBeiicement  of  a  new  war»  Uie 
termiofttion  of  which  no  man  could 
kfieaeo.  He  could  not  avoid  ex«> 
pTesmg  bis  regret  that  the  honour* 
able  and  learned  gentleman  (Mr. 
Broeigham),  in  the  heat  of  argo- 
flieDt»  had  been  betrayed  into  Uie 
use  of  too  strong  expressions  with 
respect  to  powers,  the  allies  of  this 
countrj*  As  our  allies  (for  such 
tJbey  were),  we  might  protest 
against  any  principle  of  their  po- 
licy; baty  in  stating  our  feelings 
regaiding  their  personal  chamoter, 
caution  ought  to  be  observed,  and 
certainly  opinions  ought  not  to  be 
expressed  which  he  (Mr.  Peel)  be- 
lieved were  without  foundation.  It 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that 
thoee  whom  the  hon.  gent*  bad 
harangued  with  such  sarcastic  s^ 
verity  had  joined  with  us  by  a 
common  efibrt  to  repel  a  common 
danger.  When,  too,  the  hon.  gent, 
spoke  of  .that  '"  great  and  resplen^ 
dient  chamcter,"  Bonaparte^  he 
(Mr.  Peel)  confessed  that  he  had 
heard  him  with  regret.  Let  him 
leiBember  the  exertions  we  had 
made  with  our  allies  against  the 
atrocious  violence  of  that  iodivi* 
dQal«  When  the  hon.  gent,  was 
speaking  of  Spain,  when  he  was 
reprobating  00  strongly  the  inter- 
ference of  foreign  powers,  it  was 
strange  indeed  that  he  should  call 
that  man  •'*  a  great  and  resplen- 
deoi  character,"  who,  with  regard 
to  Spaini  had  notoriously  been 
guilty  of  the  basest  duplicity.  Had 
the  hon.  gentleman  forgotten,  while 
attempting  to  fasten  on  our  allies 
all  the  cjrimes  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, that  the  individual  he  bad 
so  mistakenly  paoegyriaed  had  been 
guilty  of  every  one  oi  them?  Had 
he  forgptten  tbict  he  had  broken  all 


promises,  dieiagarded  all  treaties, 
murdered  princes,  and  subjected 
independent  states  to  the  most  un- 
just oppression?  Above  all,  had 
he  forgotten  that  this  '*  great  and 
resplendent  character"  had  borne 
the  most  ferocious  enmity  towards 
this  country,  that  had  ultimately 
been  the  cause  of  hb  downfall? 
It  was  not  for  him  (Mr.  Peel)  to 
follow  the  honourable  gentleman 
through  all  the  detail  of  his  obseiv 
vations,  but  there  was  one  remark 
to  which  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  ad- 
vert. The  hon.  gent,  bad  said 
that  the  whole  object  of  the  conr 
gress  of  Verona  was  to  take  into 
consideration  the  afl'airs  of  Spain. 
He  begged  leave  to  remind  him, 
that  other  great  questions  had  also 
occupied  its  attentuHi,--4fae  aflairs 
of  Italy,  the  slave  trade,  and,  above 
all,  the  sttbsisdng  relations  be* 
tween  Russia  and  Turkey.  The 
recent  conduct  of  Russia  towards 
Turkey  proved  the  injustice  of  the 
accusation  respecting  the  spirit  of 
aggression  by  which  she  was  ani- 
mated. Nothing  couTd  now  be 
more  manifest  than  that  the  policy 
of  Russia  of  late  had  been  marked 
by  the  greatest  forbearance,  and  a 
desire  rather  to  avoid  than  pro- 
mote war.  With  respect  to  the 
interference  of  Austria  in  the  af- 
fairs of  Itafy,  a  stipulation  had 
been  entered  into  for  the  with- 
drawing of  her  troops.  In  his 
opinion,  the  step  taken  by  Austria 
in  the  first  instance  was  cleartj 
justifiable.  .  Whether  it  were  or 
were  not,  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britaioi  both  in  the  cases  of  Na- 
ples and  Spain,  had  been  qui^ 
consistent.  Her  conduct  h%d  bec(B 
regulated  in  both  instances  by  the 
saipe  principle.  She  had  left  it 
to  Austria  to  determine  on  the 
propriety  of  interposition  on  the 
grounds 
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grounds  she  had  assigned ;  and  at 
least  she  had  shown  that  her  ob- 
ject was  what  she  had  stated,  not 
territorial  aggrandizement,  hut  to 
prevent  danger  to  her  own  domi- 
nions. One  purpt)8e  of  the  con- 
gress was  to  decide  the  time  when 
the  troops  of  Austria  should  be 
removed.  The  honourable  gentle* 
man  had  directed  but  little  of  his. 
attention  to  the  internal  affairs  of 
this  knigdom,  no  doubt  reserving 
himself  for  some  future  occasion, 
when  he  would  observe  upon  them 
more  at  large.  He  (Mr.  Peel)  was 
confident  that  the  house  bad  heard 
with  the  utmost  satisfaction,  both 
that  there  would  be  a  reduction  in 
the  estimates  for  the  service  of  the 
year,  and  that  his  majesty  would 
be  enabled,  consistently  with  the 
maintenance  of  public  credit,  to 
recomniend  a  further  and  a  larger 
remission  of  taxes.  Although,  per- 
haps, ratlier  irregolar,  he  (Mr.  Peel) 
would  now  give  notice,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  after  his  return  as 
a  member,  to  Uike  the  earliest  op- 
porttmity  of  entering  into  a  general 
exposition  of  the  financial  state  of 
the  country,  in  order  to  explain  to 
the  house  those  details  of  reduction 
and  remission  which  be  was  satis- 
tied  would  meet  with  the  warmest 
approbation.  It  might  not  be  an- 
ticipating too  much  to  add,  that  a 
considerable  part  would  apply  to  a 
diminution  of  the  assessed  taxes. 
He  agreed  that  it  was  most  de- 
sirable to  afford  relief  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  but  be  did  not 
concur  in  the  notion  that  that  re- 
lief could  be  afforded  by  a  remis- 
iion  of  taxes.  To  the  increasing 
prosperity  of  the  manufacturing 
and  commercial  interests  he  looked 
for  the  most  material  improve- 
ment    When  80  much  new  acti- 


vity had  been  given  to  commerce, 
when  such  an  increase-  had  Cakea 
place  in  the  manufacturing  dis<^ 
tricts,  it  was  impossible  that  ere 
long  agriculture  should  not  fee)  the 
benefit  of  the  change,  and  in  tht 
end  recover  from  its  depmsiiMi* 
As  it  was  the  wish  of  the  house  t^ 
come  to  a  vote,  he  should  abstain 
irom  further  explanations,  trusting 
that  perfect  unanimity  wdM  pre- 
vail. He  hoped  that  nothing  had 
fallen  from  his  hon.  friends  or  frona 
himself  that  was  likely  to  provoke 
discussion  or  division,  and  thaitth^ 
house  would  return  his  majesty  its 
combined  thanks  for  the  graciouis 
promises  held  out  in  his  speech^ 
and  assure  the  king  that  nothing 
should  be  wanting  on  its  part  to 
fulfil  objects  so  desirable. 

Sir  /.  Macintosh  and  Mr.  Den^ 
man  rose  at  the  same  time :  the 
latter  gave  way.  He  assured  the 
house  that  he  would  not  stand  long 
between  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr* 
Denman)  and  the  chair.  It  was 
not  his  intention  at  all  adversely 
to  meet  and  discuss  the  speech  just 
delivered,  as  he  applauded  many 
of  the  just  principles  it  contaioecl, 
and  commended  the  reserve  which 
ministerial  prudence  dictated  as 
to  the  application  of  future  mea« 
sures  adapted' to  particular  circum- 
stancesi  As  to  the  incidental 
quefstions  introduced  by  his  horn 
and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Brougham), 
he  could  not  observe  upon  them 
without  occupying  a  larger  portion 
of  time  than  was  at  present  de- 
sirable.. For  his  own  part,  he 
sliould,  perhaps,  have  been  con- 
tented to  rest  his  opinion  upon  the 
excellent  speech  of  the  mover  of 
the  address ;  the  principles  it  con«- 
tained  were  expressed  in  terms 
such  as  neither  he  nor  any  man 
could  improve.  They  had  been 
further 
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farther  enforced  t>y  tbe  eloquent, 
the  irroifttible  speech  of  bis  ho- 
noarable  and  learned  friend  (Mr. 
Brooghain),  whe  h^  adverted,  he 
would  not  say  with  sarcastic  se- 
verity,  bat  with-  sarcastic  justice, 
to  the  conduct  and  character  of 
those  who  claimed  a  monopoly  of 
all  civil  aild  religioQS  principles, 
and  who,  without  scrapie,  felt 
themselves  at  liberty  to  violate 
those  principles  whenever  it  suited 
their  coveaience.  He  should  not 
now  have  risen,  after  all  that  had 
been  so  well  said,  had  he  not  been 
influenced  by  the  generous  appeal 
of  the  gallant  officer  (Sir  J.  Yorke) 
to  all  members,  to  deliver  their 
opinions  on  the  state  of  Europe  at 
the  present  critical  and  awful  mo- 
ment— at  a  moment  when  a  war 
was  about  to  be  commenced  sub- 
versive of  the  law  of  nations'^sub- 
versive  of  all  the  rights  of  inde- 
pendent states — a  war  tending  to 
involve  all  Europe  in  general  hos- 
tility,- and  most  especially  affect- 
ing the  security  of  his  majesty's 
d<^inions,  the  honour  of  bis 
crown,  and  the  prosperity  of  his 
people  —  a  war  levelled  at  the 
glory,  the  liberty,  and  the  secu* 
rity  of  Great  Britain  more  than 
any  other  country  of  the  world. 
On  one  point' only  he  differed  from 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  for 
he  (Sir  J.  Macintosh)  denied  that 
his  most  Christian  majesty  had 
carried  lus  principle  of  foreign  in- 
terferenciB  beyond  his  allies  at  the 
ciingress  of  Verona.  Tbey  had 
M.  laid  down  what  had  been  called 
a  immarchical  principle ;  from  the 
beginning  of  their  alliance,  or 
raUier  of  their  conspiracy,  they 
had  declared  that  no  institution 
could  be  good  or  ought  to  exist 
that  did  not  6ow  from  the  will 
of  the  s^voeign.     This  principle. 


which  was  avowed,  contained  in 
itself  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  character  of  this  country—^ 
Bgaidst  all  its  best  and  noblest  in* 
stitutions:  it  was  a  libel  upon  all 
the  generations  of  our  ancestors,  a 
slander  upon  the  very  title  to  the 
crown.  It  declared  that  those  who 
secured  and  established  British  li- 
berty were  conspii^tors  against  the 
holy  rights  of  kings ;  that  George 
IV.  himself  was  a  usurper,  and 
king  William  only  the  chief  of  A 
lawless  banditti.  It  proelaimed  as 
traitors  those  who  bad  extorted 
Magna  Charta  from  a  tyrant,  ren- 
dered the  privileges  of  the  house 
a  mere  assumption,  and  the  occu- 
pation of  the  throne  of  these  realms 
a  violation  of  that  great,  just,  pro- 
found, 'liberal,  and  enlightened  mo- 
narchical principle  which  was  to  be 
applied  to  tbe  aflairs  of  Spain.  Me 
was  sorry  to  hear  such  potentates 
called  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  t 
he  could  not  conceive  how  any  al- 
liance could  subsist  between  the 
government  which  issued  tbe  cir- 
cular of  1821,  or  the  framers  of 
the  royal  speech  of  to-day,  and 
those  who  held  doctrines  destructive 
of  the  hitherto  acknowledged  law 
of  nations,  and  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  every  state  of  civi- 
lized Europe.  On  this  mouarchical 
principle  war  was  to  be  declared 
against  Spain;  and  it  was  con- 
tended that  three  or  four  great 
states  of  Europe  might  combine  to 
put  down  all  amended  institutions 
not  flowing,  from  the  mere  will  of 
the  sovereign — and  when  did  im-^ 
provements  arise  from  such  a 
source  ? — ^and  to  make  war  upon  a 
free  people,  because  it  thought  fit 
in  the  height  of  its  arrogance  to 
frame  its  own  constitution  without 
first  consulting  the  combined  wis- 
dom of  the  crowned  heads  of  the 
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nortb.  I»et  It  b^  reooemberod  toa» 
that  tbis  war  was  to  ba  dj^h^r^ 
without  a  pretence  of  daoger  to 
tb^  dotoiQiona  of  any  one  of  tbeea 
gr^^  dietiutors  of' mankind.  Go* 
vernmeota  adopting  sucH  a  piinci- 
pk  were,  in  point  of  &c.t  and  jus- 
ti^e«  at.  war  with  ail  indepondeot 
staUs:  they  wore,  tbe  enenuQa  of 
M  who  did  not.  obooM  to  submit 
t(0  apy  yoke  (bey  tboiigbt  fit  to 
impose,  and  it  then  became  only  a 
qufistioii  of  policy  and  prudence 
with  iodepen^ept  alatee  what  time 
t^ey  would  choose  for  aseerting 
their  rjgbte,  in  deiianoe  of  a  band 
of  hau^ty  and  overbearing  coin 
SfHTators  against  the  liberties  of 
tbe  world.  He  was  sorry  net  to 
see  tbe  honourable  member  for 
Bpssiny  in  his  place*  who  on  a  for- 
mer occusion  spoke  upon  this  sub« 
ject  with  a  degree  of  force  and 
seal  which  could  not  be  forgotten, 
when  be  alluded  to  tbe  overt  acts 
of  hostility  by  the  sovereign! 
aigmost  the  freedom  of  mankind  at 
Wrge,  und  compared  them  with 
tbe  effects  of  tbe  decvee  of  tbe 
coQveqtion  of  179^9  which  bad 
been  held  the  grand  reason  autho« 
cUing  tbe  resistance  of  other  na« 
tions  ttt  the  proceedings  of  France. 
Tbe  honourable  gentleman  bad 
then  applied  this  <k>ctrine  to  the 
case  ol  Nepies.  In  refecence  to 
what  bad  just  been  said,  be  (Sir  J. 
Macintosh)  must  t«U  tbe  right  bon. 
genUem««  that  he  was  inconsistent 
in  appmving  of  tbe  aggression  of 
AMttria  in  the  cmm  of  Naples^  and 
dieeppioving  of  tbe  present  inter* 
ference  of  France  in  tbe  affura  of 
Spein*  It  was  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pise  that  Austria  had  rested  her 
justificaiion  on  the  ground  of  dan- 
ger from  vicinage.  She  had  claim-^ 
ed  the  right  of  averruoning  Na* 
ptee  ae  one  of  tbe  kids  paramount 


•-*rtb^augbty  monarche of  Enrols 
becauie  Austria  saw  Naples  ad<^r 
ing  institutions  which  were  at  va* 
riance  with  tbe  system  she  chose 
her  to  pos»ess4  In  proof  of  thi% 
be  refjprred  tbe  right  bonouraMe 
gentleman  to  tbe  declaration  of  the 
sovet^eigns,  who  proclaimed  in 
terlifs  '*  the  allied  powers  wiU 
strike  rebellion  wherever  they  can 
nsach  it :"  and  if  they  then  coo- 
fined  .  themselves  to  Naples  and 
Piedmont,  it  was  only  because  they 
could  reach  no  £uther«.  It  was  not 
then  their  intention*  as  they  pro- 
fessed, to  march  any  troq^s  into 
what,  in  the  new  Muscovite  geo- 
graphy, was  called  **•  the  westeni 
territory  of  Europe,"  those  obscuro 
and  semi^barbarous  realms  of 
France  aud  Spain.  It  was  not, 
however,  through  moderation,  abs- 
tinence, or  mercy,  that  they  did 
not  pour  their  bmties  of  C^muce 
and  Croats  into  those  kingdoms  le 
subdue  and  civilise  tbem  to  north- 
em  notions  of  liberty  and  happi- 
ness. Nevertheless  they  adjourned 
this  beneficent  project  for  two 
years;  they  h^d  allowed  Spain  and 
Portugal  the  privilege  of  being  tbe 
last  to  be  devoured*  and  resolved 
first  to  regulate  according  to  their 
wills  aud  pleasures  the  afiairs  of 
Ita^.  Tbe  King  of  France  had 
now  adopted  that  principle^  and  of 
that  priociple  be  was  about  to.  cariy 
on  tbe  war  t^aiast  Spain.  Ue^ 
like  Anstria*  complained  of  no  dan- 
ger from  juxtaposition ;  he  did  not 
condescenid  to  pay  the  public  the 
compliment  of  conjnring  up  soqm 
imaginary  peril  as  an  exci|@e.  foe 
his  ^greseion.  According  U^  hi* 
epeech,  the  only  ot^ct  of  hie  beer 
tility  was  to  enaib)e  the  sovereign 
of  Spain  to  give  bis  people  euch 
institutions  as  be  thought  best  fsr 
them.   Here  be  begged  to  olmrf^t 
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tfaat  tha  ultraHToyaliBts  of  FrimQe 
of.  late  had  been  vei^  fond  of  re- 
iDiadipg-  Europe  of  Louis  XIV., 
and  of  ft»ying»  tb^t  U119  woi^k  Wihich 
he  had  begun  was  now  to  be  com- 
pleled^  iafacty  that  •the  object  of 
the  war,  upder  the  pretence  uf 
preserving  social  order*  was  to 
finish  the  subjugiatioB  of  Spain* 
which  that  monarch  had  conlomn 
plated«  Ue<  trusted  that  the  house 
would  hear  with  due  reverence* 
and  thai  Europe  would  mark  with 
becooilng  aUenlion,  the  dying 
words  of  William  111.,  in  his  last 
spe^b  from  the  tbronsi  in  which 
he  exposed  clearly  the  designs  of 
Louis  XIV.  The  significaBt  threats 
of  that  ambitious  king  were  at  this 
moment  revived  by  his  restored 
snccessuri  who  was  about  to  at^ 
tempt  to  imitate  the  exaSiple  of 
his  ancestor,  the  oppressor  of  Eu- 
rope, whose  whole  life  bad  been 
devoted  to  the  establishment  of  the 
principle  of  universal  mouafchy. 
The  words  of  King  William  were 
delivered  within  two  months  of 
bis  death:  they  related  to  Spain 
and  her  relations  with  this  country, 
and  might  be  looked  upon  as  almost 
prophetic  of  the  situation  in  which 
Qreat  Britain  was  now  placed: 
they  were  these :  "  By  the  French 
lusg'^  placing  hit  grandson  on  the 
throne  of  Spain,  }ie  is  in  9  Condi? 
tvNs.  U>  oppress  the  rest  of  Eureps* 
naless  speedy  and  effectual  mesrr 
surcs  be  taken*  U«idsF  this  pret 
tence  he  is  become  the  real  o]^te< 
of  the  whple  Spanish  monarchy } 
he  bjis  mode  idi  to  be  entirely  der 
pending  on  Finmee,  and  disposes  of 
it  as  of  bis  own  dominiems,  and  by 
that  means  he  has  surrounded  his 
BOghbeurs  in  s^cb  9k  manner,  thet> 
though  the  name  of  peace  may  be 
said  to  continue,  yet  they  are  put 
to  Ih^  expense  end  iiKonvsnisnces 


of  war.  This  must  affdct  England 
in  the  nearest  and  most  sensible 
manner  in  respsct  to  oujr  trade, 
whi^h  will  soon  become  preearioua 
in  all  the  variable  brane«h€!S,Qf.  i| ) 
iir respect  to  our  peace  and.  safety 
at  home,  which  we  cannot  hope 
shiMild  long  continue;  and  in  re^ 
spect  to  that  part  which  EngUnd 
ought  tn  take  in  the  preservation 
of  the  liberty  of  Europe."  Thus 
it  appeared  that  king  William 
pJaced  above  all  other  considerar 
tious  and  interests  the  glorious  duty 
peculiarly  incumbent  upon  this 
nation,  of  preserving  the  liberty  of 
Europe,  if  he  (Sir  J.  Macintosh) 
were  asked  for  more,  he  would  re- 
quest the  house  to  call  to  mind  the 
unanimous  address  of  both  Ibousas 
not  long  after  the  death  of  King 
William.  [Mr.  Brougham  whis- 
pered to  Sir  J.  Macintosh.]  Us 
thanked  his  honourable  frielnd  for 
reminding  him.  of  what  certainly 
was  of  impoi:tance,  vis.  that  the 
dissolution  of  the  parliament  be* 
fore  thai  by  which  the  address 
was  voted  was  resolved  upon  in 
1707,  fur  the  purpose  of  more 
clearly  and  effectually  ascertaining 
the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
England  as  to  the  propriety  of  en* 
deavouring  to  rescue  Speiin  from 
France.  The  rapresentatives  there* 
Uff^  came  diveetly  Ivfsb  from  theis 
eop8titM#ts»  and.  they  enabled  the 
iiiecesAQtB  of  King  WiUiam  to  comi- 
pkte  that  alliance  wbieh  might 
l^ve  egOS^tad  the  deliverance  of 
Europe.  Yet  in  our  day  the  aiH 
tbcority  of  Louis  XIV.,  the  cem^ 
mon  ei^my  and  oppressgr  of 
Euf  opsi  was  cited  ie  fa?our  ef  a 
stweeoscir  ef  the  beuse  of  Bourboa 
-r^iestored  for  his  mederation— re* 
placed  upon  his  throne  on  account 
(if  bis  pacifie  character*  so  well 
calculated  t»  repress  the  militaiy 
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spirit  and  love  of  aggrandizeineDt 
prevalent  in  his  newly  recovered 
kingdom.  That  tuccessor  seemed 
now  resolved  to  make  a  perilous 
experiment  to  ascertain  whether 
he  could  not  accomplish  by  con* 
quest  what  was  yet  incomplete,  by 
indulging  that  military  spirit  and 
love  of  aggrandizement  which  he 
was  reinstated  only  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  repressing.  The  unani* 
mous  address  of  both  houses  to 
which  he  had  referred,  contained 
the  following  expressions : — ^"  Your 
majesty  is  pleased  to  give  us  warn* 
ing  of  the  danger  of  being  so  far 
deluded  as  to  depend  again  on  the 
faith  of  treaties  with  an  enemy, 
who  has  never  yet  had  any  other 
regard  to  them  than  as  they  served 
the  purposes  of  his  interest  and 
ambition;  and  to  inform  us,  that 
no  peace  can  be  lasting,  safe,  and 
honourable,  till  the  Spanish  mo- 
narchy be  fixed  in  the  house  of 
Austria,  and  France  reduced  to 
such  a  degree  that  tlie  balance  of 
power  in  Europe  be  again  restored. 
We  humbly  concur  with  your  ma* 
jesty  in  these  your  wise  and  noble 
sentiments.  And  we  faithfully 
promise,  that  no  dangers  shall  de* 
ter  us,  nor  any  artifices  divert  us, 
from  doing  all  that  is  in  our  power 
to  assist  your  majesty  in  carrying 
oh  the  war,  till  you  shall  be  ena* 
bled  to  procure  such  a  peace  for 
Europe."  Did  he  say  that  this 
recommendation  was  now  to  be 
complied  with  to  the  letter  ?  Cer* 
tainly  not:  experience,  from  the 
peace  of  Utrecht  to  the  family 
compact,  was  against  it;  but  as 
soon  as  the  family  compact  was 
concluded,  the  very  evil  foreseen 
by  King  William  was  revived,  and 
for  all  military  purposes  Spain  be* 
came  a  province  to  France.  The 
only  temperament  the    case   ad- 


mitted— ^the  only  event  that  could 
possibly  check  the  absolute  power 
of  France,  through  a  prince  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  was  the  esta* 
blishment  of  a  national  legislature. 
The  application  of  the  word  "  legi- 
dmate"  was  not  confined,  as  the 
Emperor  of  Russia  and  his  coadju* 
tors  confined  it,  to  sovereigns :  tor 
in  1812,  the  late  Lord  Londonderry 
stated  it  as  a  9ine  qua  nouy  that  the 
authority  of  Ferdinand  VIL  and  of 
the  Cortes,  the  legitimate  govern- 
ment of  Spain  (Ferdinand  being  at 
that  time  a  prisoner  at  Valencey, 
and  all  the  powers  of  sovereignty 
being  vested  in  the  Cortes)  should 
be  acknowledged.  All  Europe  ex- 
cepting Bonaparte  had  acknow* 
ledged  the  legitimate  government 
of  the  Cortes  in  1812;  and  did 
not  the  events  of  1820  restore  it? 
Without  dwelling  longer  on  this 
point,  he  should  content  himself 
with  stating,  that  for  his  own  part 
he  considered  the  meditated  aggres- 
sion by  France  against  Spain  and 
Portugal,  in  a  geographical,  mili- 
tary, national,  and  every  other 
sense,  upon  the  principle  promul- 
gated by  the  King  of  France,  as 
the  most  unrighteous,  unprovoked, 
wanton,  lawless,  and  fiagitious  at- 
tack ever  made  by  one  state  upon 
the  liberties  of  another.  He  main- 
tained that  the  people  of  Spain  had 
shown  the  most  magnanimous  for- 
bearance, and  he  prayed,  to  God 
that  they  might  contbue  a  line  of 
conduct  that  reflected  so  much  ho- 
nour on  their  national  character  ; 
and  he  hoped  that  they  would  not 
be  betrayed  into  any  excesses, 
which  would  only  serve  the  cause 
of  their  bitterest  enemies.  Upon 
this  subject  he  felt  the  strongest 
interest.  He  looked  upon  th$  de- 
liverance of  Spain  as  the  noblest 
monument  of  British  valour,  and 
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he  saw  that  the  object  of  this  un« 
generous  invasion  was  to  rob  this 
coantry,  if  possible,  of  the  laurels 
of  Talavera,  Vittoria,  and   Sala- 
manca.    It  was  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  France  to  steal  from  Great 
Britain  the  triumph  which  the  one 
had    gloriously    gained    and   the 
other   ignobly    lost.      It   was  an 
attack  upon  the  honour  and  cha- 
racter of  this  country.     He  knew 
and  was  ever  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  in    the  late  war  much   was 
to  be  attributed  to  the  invincible 
spirit  and  noble  courage  of  Spa- 
niards ;  but  he  knew  also  that  no 
nation  had  contributed  more  than 
Great  Britain  to  their  happiness 
and  independence.  He  felt  strongly 
and  he  spoke  strongly  ;  he  sought 
for  no  qnalification  of  his  language, 
no  retreat  from  responsibility.    He 
had  embarked  his  powers  and  his 
heart  in  the  cause  of  Spain:   it 
was  his  most  ardent  hope  that  the 
people  might  triumph  over  the  de- 
testable combination  against  their 
liberties^  but  whatever  might  be 
the  fate  or  fortune  of  their  arms, 
he   should  never  regret  the  part 
he  had  taken,  the  sentiments  he 
had     expressed.       Bitter    indeed 
would  be  his  grief  if  he  saw  this 
fine,  this  brave,  this  generous  na- 
tion compelled  to  submit  to  the 
haughty  dictation  of  a  conqueror ; 
for  in   the  history  of  the   world 
there  never  was  a  holier  struggle 
against  a  more  degrading  tyranny. 
On  the  one  side  was  all  that  was 
dear  to  man,  his  best  rights,  his 
noblest   privileges;   on  the  other 
all  that  was  imjust,  detestable,  and 
flagitious.     In   what  he  had  said 
he  believed  that  he  had  spoken  the 
undivided  sentiments  of  the  whole 
people    of  Great  Britain:     from 
one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other  all  impartial  men  felt  alike 


— sympathy  for  Spain,  disgust  at 
her  conspiring  enemies.     As   his 
hon.   and  learned   friend   had  al- 
ready remarked,  there  was  scarcely 
an    enlightened   individual   in  all 
Europe,  out  of  the  councils  of  these 
self-«lected  arbiters  of  the  fate  of 
millions,   who  did   not  join  hand 
and  heart  in  the  resistance  the 
Spaniards  were  prepared  to  make. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
already  made  a  beautiful  quota- 
tion from  a  fragment  of  a  recently 
recovered  treatise  by  Cicero,  and 
he  (Sir  J.  Macintosh)  could  refer 
the  house  to  another  passage,  most 
admirably  adapted  to  a  situation 
like  that  he  had  been  contempla- 
ting, in   which   Scipio  Africanus 
was  made  to  draw  a  happy  dis- 
tinction between  the  condition  of  a 
people  qui  sub  lege  est  et  subjusio 
dominot  and  of  a  people  exposed  to 
all  the  miseries  of  cruel  tyranny .  Ye  t 
such  were  the  sentiments  which 
an  aristocratical  writer  of  the  Ro« 
man  republic  put  into  the  mouth 
of  the   leader  of  the    senatorial 
party  during  the  sedition  of  the 
Gracchi,  when  passions  were  most 
inflamed,  and  life  was  exposed  to 
the  fury  of  the  plebeian  faction. 
He  should  conclude  by  repeating 
his  regret  at  hearing  powers  en- 
tertaining the  projects  attributed  to 
them,  nay,  which  they  had  avow- 
ed and  boasted,  called   the  allies 
of    England.       Having     overrun 
Naples  and  Piedmont,  they  were 
merciful  enough  to  give  a  respite 
of  two  years  to  Spain  ;  they  might 
still,  perhaps,  give  a  further  respite 
to  Portugal,  in  order  to  lull  that 
nation  into  security,  and  to  deter 
them  from  aiding  their  ancient  and 
near  ally :  but,  by  parity  of  rea- 
soning, Portugal  must  be  invaded 
because  she  had  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  England  in  obtaining  a 
charter 


so 


BRITISH    AND 


charter  <vf  their  rights.  A41  eyes 
Rittst  see  that  the  three  powers  of 
the  north,  by  withdrawing  their  mi- 
nisters from  Madrid,  and  by  their 
declarations,  had  made  themselvee 
jfttrties  to  the  war,  and  were  ready 
to  pour  their  myriads  into  '*  the 
western  territory  of  Europe/* 
should  the  troops  of  Louis  XVIIL 
be  unsuccessful,  or  shouM  disctm- 
tents  break  out  in  the  interior  of 
.  France.  It  was  high  time,  there- 
fore, for  all  men  to  contemplate  the 
importance  of  the  crisie,  and  to  be 
prepared  tb  see  a  Muscovite  army 
Kihing  the  ^oi^  of  the  to^itinent 
from  Atnsterdam  to  Cadiz,  as  per- 
haps tiot  the  last  result  of  Spanish 
snhjdgation. 

Mr.  Denman '  said  that  nothing 
but '  a  feeling  of  imperious  duty 
could  have  induced  him  to  intrude 
upon  the  patience  of  the  house.  If 
peace  Could  be  preserved,  in  God's 
fiame  let  it  be  preserved,  but  he 
trusted  that  die  house  would  not 
shut  its  eyes  to  the  real  state  of 
aflkirs:  one 'course  only  might  be 
left — a  unanimous  and  a  manly  re- 
nstance.  It  was  highly  satisfactory 
to  find  that  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  bad  not  joined  with  the 
grcbt  disturbers  of  mankind ;  but 
he  sho^lkld  have  been  more  gk-atified 
if  it  had  been  stated  also  in  the 
royal  speech,  that  the  plenipoten- 
tiary at  Verona  had  entered  the 
solemn  protest  of  England  against 
this  most  iniquitous  project.  lie 
did  not  ^sh  to  introduce  topics 
that  could  excnte  irritation  on 
either  side,  but  he  should  like  to 
know  how  the  minister  of  Great 
Britain,  at  Verona,  had  looked 
when  he  was  told '  that  Speun  was 
to  be  overrun,  becanse  the  people 
hftid  extorted  from  the  sovereign 
hti  institutions  that  nev^r  would 
have  been    voluntarily  bestowed. 


Had  any  remonstrance  been  offered 
on  the  part  of  this  country  f    He 
feared  not.     If  it  had  been,  the 
speech  from  the  King  of  France^ 
that  had  excited  so  much  disgust, 
would  probably  never  have  been 
uttered.     If  such  a  remonstrance 
had  Allied  of  Its  effect,  the  truth 
(XHild  not  be  denied,  that  the  dis- 
regard of  it  would  amount  to  an 
act  of  aggression  against  England. 
He  tnistsd  that  the  allies  of  Great 
Britain,  as  they  were  termed,  bat 
the  enemies  of  Spain,  might  yet 
be    influenced  by  the   unanimous 
sense  of  the    British    legislatoro, 
when  they  saw  that  to  maintain 
its  own  rights  it  was  ready  to  sa* 
crifice  not  only  peace,  but  life  it^ 
self.    True  it  was   that  the  effects 
of  the  last  war,  and  the  distressea 
of  the  people,  ought  always  to  be 
duly  considered ;  but  let  it  go  forth 
to  the  world  that  the  British  house 
of  parliament,  on  the  first  day  of 
its  meeting,  had  declared  that  it 
was  ready  to  go  all  lengths  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  rights  of  their 
country,  threatened  in  the  person 
of  its  nearest  and  best  ally.     It 
was  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the 
language  of  the  French  speech  bad 
been  used  by  the  Emperor  of  Rus* 
sia  in  1 820  :-^institutions  for  the 
people  ought  only  to  emanate  from 
the  crown ;    in '  other  words,  the 
crown  was  to  allow  its  subjects 
only  just  as  much  liberty  as  suited 
its  arbitrary  dogmas.    The  allied 
monarchs,  therefore,  at  least  de* 
served  credit  for  consistency :  they 
had  overrun  the  fertile  plains  of 
Naples,  and  on  the  same  principle 
they  were  preparing  to  tame  down 
the  haughty  pride  of  Spain.     He 
romembered  having  said  Irmg  since, 
though  robuked  at  the  time,  that 
if  the  war  in  Italy  had  lasted  long 
enough  for  the  Russian  army  to 
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marcb  down  from  the  north,  Rus*^ 
saa  \roald  not  have  paused  to  make 
an  attack  on  Spain.  The  allies 
had  availed  themselves  of -the  eai^ 
Ijest  opportunity  of  invading  Spain, 
and  we  could  n6t  shut  our  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  Great  Britain  was  in 
principle  at  this  moment  involved 
in  the  straggle.  The  whole  people 
of  this  country  o^ust  feel  that  there 
was  but  one  side  to  this  question, 
and  the  least  faltering  at  this  mo-^ 
mentous  juncture  might  he  DataL 
The  effect  of  any  hesitation  on  our 
part  might  be  most  injurious  to 
the  interests  of  Spain,  Let  the 
bouse  look  narrowly,  suspiciously, 
to  the  present  proceeding.  The 
same  ^question  which  the  continen- 
tal powers  now  put  to  Spain,  they 
would  next  put  to  England.  It 
bad  been  said  again  and  again,  that 
if  the  war  did  hreak  out,  England 
would,  some-  bow  or  other,  be 
dragged  into  it.  Then  if  the 
country  was  to  go  to  war,  let  it  go 
to  war  for  some  purpose.  Let  it 
not  now  shun  the  contest  at  the 
expense  of  sacrificing  its  allies,  and 
afterwards  stirke  for  some  trivial 
point  of  form— some  breach  of  di- 
plomatic arrangement  or  decorum* 
He  did  say  again,  if  England  must 
go  to  war,  let  bet  choose  her  time. 
Let  government  speak  out  upon  the 
present  crisis,  and  be  reiady  to  back 
its  honest  remonstrance  with  all 
the  power  of  this  great  and  (in 
flpi^e  of  the  allies)  free  country ;  in 
sucK  a  caose  thev^  was  no  sacrifice 
whi<*h  the  country  would  not  be 
prepared  to  make;  and  as  the 
coarse  he  recommended  w^s  the 
just,  so,  eventually,  it  would  be 
found  to  be  the  economical  one. 
He  was  sorry  to  take  up  so  much 
of  Ae  tifme  of  the  house,  and  he 
was  far  from  wishing  to  disturb  the 
unanimity  of  feeling  whieb  pre* 
vailed;  but  he  said  these  few  words, 


ii^  giving  his  assent  to  the  address, 
because  he  wished  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  he  should  have  assented 
to  it  fer  more  cordially,  if  he  had 
beard  from  the  speech  of  some 
vigorous  efforts  made  to  preserve 
those  rights  and  princi))!^  upon 
whieb  the  wdH^betng  of  England 
rested.  He  thought  that  the  pbm 
bnke  his  honourable  and  leaitied 
friend  had  received  for  calling  ^ 
great  man,  now  no  more,  a  '^  great 
and  resplendent  chantcter,"  might 
well  have  been  spared,  when  tbe 
conduct  of  ^e  present  mtiug  pow-« 
ers  was  looked  at — men  who,  with« 
out  the  excuse  of  the  warlike  diom 
tives,  if  he  might  so  express  him- 
self,  which  had  seemed  to  mptk 
that  individual,  outstepped  his  in- 
justice upon  a  cold-blooded  caU 
culation  of  their  strength.  Let 
France  recollect  her  own  struggles 
for  independence ;  let  her  recollect 
the  declaration  in  which,  at  the 
commencement  of  those  struggles, 
she  had  offered  assistance  to  ail 
nations  willing  to  follow  her  ex^* 
ample ;  and  now  see  her  in  the 
situation  of  drawing  the  sword 
upon  others  for  attempting  the 
same  work  which  she  had  accom- 
plished herself.  Let  the  boose 
bear  in  mind  that  there  was  a  very 
wide  distinction  between  aiding  of 
abetdng  an  interference  with  a 
government,  and  interfeting  with 
an  interference  which  had  taken 
the  course  and  proceeded  to  the 
length  which  the  present  change 
of  system  bad  arrived  at  irt  Spain. 
Tbe  honourable  and  learnt  mem^ 
ber  sat  down,  regretting  that  he 
bad  not  an  opportunity  of  returning 
bis  thanks  to  the  government  ibr 
active  efforts  to  avoid  that  crisis 
on  which  England  was  being  driven 
by  the  unprincipled  ambition  of 
ber  allies. 

Tbe  address  was  then  put  and 
carried. 
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carried,  and  a  committee  named ; 
and  the  house  adjourned  at  a  quar-^ 
ter  past  eight  o'clock. 

LORD  8TAKH0PB's   AMENDMENT. 

Protest.. 

**  DiaSEMTIENT,. 

.  'Mst  Because  it  is  at  all  times 
the  duty  of  parliament  to  examine 
and  redress  public  grievances,  and 
that  duty  is  most  urgent  at  the 
present  moment,  when  the  country 
18  afflicted  with  severe  and  unex- 
ampled distress. 

"  i^d.  Because  the  nation  has  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  causes  of 
the  present  distress  shall  be  im- 
mediately examined,  shall  be  fully 
ascertained,  and  shall,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  be  removed. 

**  dd.  Because  the  investigation 
of  the  subject  cannot  be  delayed 
without  injury  and  injustice  to 
those  who  sui^r,  and  without  the 
utmost  danger  to  the  country,  of 
which  the  welfare  must  be  de- 
stroyed, and  "of  which  the  tran- 
quillity may  be  disturbed,  by  a 
continuance  of  the  present  calami- 
ties. 

**  4th.  Because  this  house  ought 
also  to  examine  *  the  results  that 
have  arisen  from  altering  the  va- 
lue of  the  currency,'  as  that  mea- 
sure has  very  considerably  dimi- 
nished the  prices  of  all  produce, 
and  very  considerably  increased 
the  burden  of  the  taxes  which  have 
been  imposed,  and  of  the  engage-  * 
ments  which  have  been  contractedi. 

**  5th.  Because  the  subject  of 
which  the  immediate  examination 
was  proposed  is  of  vital  import- 
ance, as  it  affects  directly  all  the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  and 
indirectly  all  the  other  interests  of 
the  country. 

"  Stanhope. 
"  Tankerville. 
'•  Somerset.'* 


House  of  Commons,  Feb:S. — On 
the  motion  of  Mr*  Peel,  the  usual 
sessional  orders  were  read  and 
agreed  to. 

.  Mr.  Marryat  gave  notice,  that, 
to-morrow  week  (the  Idth  inst.) 
he  would  move  for  papers,  slu>w- 
ing  the  service  and  stations  on. 
which  his  majesty's  ships  Carna-. 
tion  and  Dotterel  were  employed 
on  the  12th  of  August  last 

Mr.  Keith  Douglas  moved  that, 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  aii 
account  of  all  British  plantation 
sugar  imported  into  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  from  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary 1814,  to  the  5th  of  January 
1823,  distinguishing  the  annual 
amount  exported,  and  that  retain- 
ed for  home  consumption,  with  the 
average  price  in  each  year.  Also 
an  account  of  British  and  Irish 
produce  exported  to  the  West  In- 
dies in  the  last  five  years,  distin«- 
guishing  the  amount  in  each  year. 
Likewise  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  ships,  with  the  tonnage,  and 
the  number  of  men  employed  in 
that  trade  in  the  same  time,  toge-v 
ther  with  the  amount  of  the  duties 
paid  on  such  produce  in  each  year, 
for  the  last  fivt,  year8.-r-0rdered. 

Mr.  W.  Whitmore  gave  notice, 
that  on  the  1 7th  instant  he  would 
bring  the  corn  laws  under  the  con- 
sideration of  parliament. 

On  the  moUon  of  Mr.  Curtveny 
there  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  house  an  account  of  the  quan- 
tity of  Irish  corn  imported  into 
England  from  January  1821  to 
January  1823,  distinguishing  the 
amount  of  each  kind :  also  an  ac- 
count of  the  quantity  of  wheat, 
barley,  and  oats,  actually  sold  in 
Mark-lane  in  the  same  time  :  like- 
wise, an  account  of  the  number  of  . 
cattle  sold  in  Smithfield  in  the 
same  period. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  BroMgkam  predented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  landowners  of  the 
parish  of  Penrith,  in  Cumberland, 
praying  for  an  alteration  in  the 
hi^way  act. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Lcrwther^  Mr.  Curxcen^  Mr.  Little- 
(tm^  and  Mr.  F.  Lctois^  the  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  gave  notice, 
that  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  of 
March,  he  would  call  the  atten- 
tion o(  the  house  to  the  state  of  the 
county  representation  in  Scotland. 

Dr.  PhUUmore  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
marriage  act. — Leave  given. 

Mr.  Childe  appeared  at  the  bar 
with  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  draw  up  the  address 
io  answer  to  the  speech  from  the 
throne. 

On  the  question  that  it  be  read, 

Sir  R.  WiUon  said  it  was  not 
his  intention,  by  rising  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  dbturb  the  unanimity 
which  prevailed  in  the  house  on 
the  present  aspect  of  foreign  af- 
fairs :  but  he  could  not  sutler  this 
opportunity  to  pass  without  offer- 
ing a  few  words.  After  the  im- 
pression which  the  powerful  ad- 
dress of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Brougham)  had  pro- 
duced on  the  house  last  night,  it 
was  far  from  his  intention  to  tres- 
pass on  their  time  for  more  than  a 
few  moments;  but  there  was  a 
word  which  had  fallen  from  a 
right  bon.  gent,  last  night  which 
he  thought  called  for  some  remark. 
He  had  understood  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  mention  the  word  *' neu- 
trality." Now  be  would  anxiously 
wiah  to  guard  the  hpu«e  against 
being  too  confident  that  that  would 
not  be  the  course  adopted  by  tliis 
country.  A  mortf  disastrous  course 
could  not  be  pursued,  as  far  as 

1«3. 


Spain  was  concerned,  nor  one  less 
honourable  to  the  character  of  this 
country.  If  once  that  part  were 
decided  upon,  what  was  there  to 
prevent  France  from  passing  the 
Pyrenees  and  attempting  to  carry 
into  effect  her  wicked,  and,  he 
would  say,  premeditated  project  ? 
But  if  she  found  the  whole  coast 
from  Bayonne  to  Dunkirk  exposed 
to  the  operations  of  our  fleets,  she 
would  then  be  more  cautious  how 
she  ventured  to  advance  with  a 
chsmce  of  our  being  actively  em- 
ployed against  her.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  if  the  right  hon.  gent, 
had  given  a  pledge  of  neutrality 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  he  had 
done  so  in  the  expectation  that  it 
could  be  rendered  valid.  That, 
however,  would  be  found  to  be  a 
work  of  no  little  difficulty.  We 
should  recollect  thit  the  approach- 
ing contest  between  France  and 
Spain  would  not  be  for  a  boundary 
line:  it  was  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  former  to  put  down 
the  constitution — the  free  choice 
of  the  Spanish  nation — that  con- 
stitution which  the  allied  sove- 
reigns at  Lay  bach  had  declared 
they  would  put  down  wherever 
they  met  it  within  their  reach. 
But  it  was  not  Spain  alone  we  had 
to  look  to.  Portugal,  too,  must  be 
expected  to  be  brought  into  the 
contest.  She  also  had  a  constitu- 
tion which  the  Emperor  Alexander 
would  not  recognize,  and  she 
would,  no  doubt,  be  anxious  to  de- 
fend it.  But  supposing  that  Por- 
tugal were  to  be  so  unwise,  and  he 
would  even  say,  to  be  so  bcise,  as 
to  desert  Spain  in  her  present 
exigency  ;  supposing  that  by  such 
desertion  she  were  to  add  a  force 
of  50,000  men  to  the  invading 
armies — and,  as  a  military  man 
of  some  smatl  experience,  he  as- 
C  serted 
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serted  that  tbe  detertion  of  the 
cause  of  Spain  by  Portugal  would 
he  equivalent  to  tbe  addition  of 
50,000  men  to  her  invaden — 
still  she  would  not  rescue  herself 
from  the  approach  of  those  dan- 
gers by  which  her  ally  of  Spain 
was  at  present  menaced.  France, 
reinforced  by  the  successful  ter- 
mination of  her  efforts  on  behalf 
of  the  cause  of  fanaticism  and  ty- 
ranny in  Spain,  and  assisted  by 
the  exasperation  which  the  deser- 
tion of  Portugal  would  have  excit- 
ed in  every  honest  Spanish  bosom, 
would  soon,  by  her  advances  to 
the  Portuguese  frontier,  render  it  ne- 
cessary for  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment to  call  upon  the  British  cabinet 
to  fulfil  the  various  pledges  of  as- 
sistance which  it  had  offered  to  it. 
But  he  would  ask,  whether  it  was 
only  external  Enemies  that  Por- 
tugal had  to  fear  ?  Did  not  the 
right  hon.  gents,  opposite  know — 
^nd  if  they  did  not  know,  he  could 
afford  them  positive  information 
of  the  fact  from  documents  in  his 
possession — that  a  regency  of  Por- 
tugal was  already  organized  in 
France,  and  that  some  of  its  agents 
had  even  arrived  in  England  for 
the  purpose  of  making  proselytes 
here,  if  they  by  any  means  could. 
Stipposing  an  army  of  the  Faith  to 
be  raised  in  Portugal  by  the  in- 
trigues and  machinations  of  this 
body,  and  to  be  backed  by  a 
French  army  of  observation  sta- 
tioned on  the  frontiers,  would  Eng- 
land, in  case  of  its  advance  into 
the  interior,  be  able  to  throw  a 
military  force  into  the  lines  of 
Torres  Vedras  with  any  chance  of 
Success,  or  to  maintain  in  the  town 
of  Lisbon  the  immense  mass  of 
population  which  would  be  cast 
upon  it  by  such  an  event  ?  True 
it  was  that  England  had  been  able 


to  aupport  that  pofHilatkm  darii^ 
the  last  war ;  but  it  ought  to  b^ 
recollected  that  the  enipplies  for  it 
were  at  that  time  drawn  from  the 
Brazils,  and  that  no  assistance 
could  now  be  expected  from  such  a 
quarter.  He  therefore  contended 
that,  both  in  a  political,  a  mili«- 
tary,  and  a  financial  point  of  view, 
this  country  was  bound  to  inter- 
fere with  spiHt  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, especially  as  by  so  doing 
she  would  only  spend  thousands 
now,  where  she  might  be  compel 
led  to  spend  millions  in  future.  He 
considered  that  nothing  oould  be 
more  honourable  to  parliament^ 
and  the  nation  in  general,  than  the 
language  which  had  been  employ* 
ed  last  night  in  condemnation  of 
the  policy  of  the  allied  sovereigns. 
The  annals  of  history  could  not 
show  a  more  wanton  or  a  more 
wicked  aggression  upon  the  rights 
of  nations  than  that  which  they 
at  present  contemplated.  He  said 
that  the  aggression  was  wanton, 
because  every  man,  who  consider- 
ed that  the  military  force  of  Spaitt 
previous  to  the  7th  of  July  did  not 
exceed  22,000  men,  must  perceive 
that  its  government  could  entertain 
no  ideas  of  foreign  conquest ;  and 
he  said  tliat  it  was  wicked,  be^ 
cauae  the  constitution  of  Spain  bad 
been  recognised,  first  of  all  by 
Russia,  and  subsequently  by  Prus- 
sia and  Austria,  as  each  of  them 
broke  away  from  the  chains  in 
which  Bonaparte  had  bound^  them 
— chains,  which  they  would  never 
have  been  able  to  have  dashed 
asunder,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
brave  example  and  gaflant  exer- 
tions of  that  nation  which  they 
were  now  straining  every  nerve  to 
reduce  to  servitude  and  vassalage* 
It  was  stated,  however,  as  one 
ground  of  justification  for  the  arm- 
ed 
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cd  interference  which  it  was  now 
intended  to  make  in  the  afiairs  of 
Spain,  that  the  authoiB  of  the  late 
rarolution  had  stained  their  tri* 
umph  with  an  unnecessary  profu- 
sion of  human  blood*  But  he 
would  ask  how  far  this  assertion 
was  justified  by  fact  ?  It  waa 
known  that  mndh  blood  bad  been 
shed  in  the  massacre  at  Cadiz; 
but  was  it  shed  by  the  friends 
or  the  enemies  of  the  revolution  ? 
There  could  be  no  doubt  upon  that 
point:  ft  was  an  undisputed  fact, 
that  that  massacre  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  opponents  of  the 
present  system;  and  yet>  up  to 
this  day  no  vengeance  had  been 
taken  upon  the  perpetrators  of  that 
scandalous  outrage.  The  only 
penons  who  h«d  yet  been  put  to 
death  for  i^fimces  against  the  ex* 
istiog  constitution,  were  die  two 
iwstttffiins  who  had  murdered  an 
officer  of  the  guards  for  discharg- 
ing his  duty  a  few  days  previous 
to  the  7th  of  July;  and  it  was 
well  known  that  the  convention 
wifdi  the  mutinous  guards,  though 
Qiade  by  an  unauthorized  officer, 
had  been  religiously  observed  even 
up  to  the  present  time.  .  Another 
groiiod  of  justification  was,  that 
Uie  Spanish  government  had  ex* 
bihited  a  strong  disposition  to  se^ 
cnlarize  the  property  of  the  church ; 
hot  if  this  were  a  sufficient  cause 
for  armed  interference  not  even 
the  allied  sovereigns  themselves, 
nor  the  pope  of  Rome,  nor  our 
own  government,  which  he  trust- 
ed was  very  soon  going  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  church  property 
in  England,  would  be  safe  from  it. 
A  third  ground  was,  that  the  pre- 
sent governors  of  Spain  were  tbe 
creators  of  anarchy.  O  f  «  naithy ! 
Why,  he  was  himself  at  Paris 
whtti  General  Qnesada  left  it  for 


Bayonne,  to  which  place  it  waaf 
avowed  that  be  went  foi;  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  organizing  9, 
Counter-revolution  in  Spain.  On 
the  road  thither  his  carriage  broke 
down,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
remove  from  it  the  boxes  of  gold 
which  he  bad  received  from,  the 
Pavilion  Marmn  for  tbe  further- 
ance of  his  enterprise.  Besides, 
it  was  notorious  that  in  almost  all 
the  frontier  towns  of  France  bands 
had  been  formed,  armed,  and  paid 
by  French  gold,  with 'the  intention- 
of  promoting  the  cause  of  rebeUioOi 
in  the  Spanish  nation.  In  Bay-^. 
onne  the  bulletins  of  the  army  of 
the  Faith  were  regularly  di*awn  up 
and  issued  to  the  public,  and  a 
bank  was  also  instituted  for  th.e 
ransom  of  such  heroes  in  the  army 
of  the  Faith  as  happened  to  fall 
into  the  clutches  of  the  constitu- 
tional party.  All  this  was  done, 
too,  at  a  time  wlien  the  Duke  de 
Montmorency  was  complaining 
that  nothing  but  the  most  entire 
bad  faith  could  accuse  the  cordon 
sanitaire  of  any  hostile  designs  on 
the  liberties  of  Spain,  After  coo* 
demning  in  strong  terms  the  in- 
solent language  of  Uie  three  circular, 
notes,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
Russian  note,  the  gallant  member 
expressed  his  conviction,  that  the 
object  of  the  French  government 
in  undertaking  a  war  against  the 
Spanish  naUon  was  not  so  much 
to  put  down  the  rising  liberties  of 
that  country,  as  to  overthrow  the 
charter  of  its  own,  and  t4^  restore 
the  national  domains  to  their  ori- 
ginal proprietors— a  ca^tropha 
which  could  never  be  produced 
without  the  assistance  of  an  Aua^ 
trian  and  Russian  army,  even  sup^ 
posing  it  could  be  produced  with 
them.  That  such  was  tbe  object 
of  tbe  French  government  had 
c  2  been 
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been  openly  avowed  by  Count  de 
JoufTroy  in  his  letter  to  the  Duke 
de  Montmorency ;  and  that  it  waa 
their  further  object  to  put  down  all 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  all  liberty 
of  discussion,  had  been  made  fur- 
ther evident  by  a  declaration .  of 
one  of  their  pensioned  writers,  that 
it  was  almost  a  lamentable  circum- 
stance that  the  Christian  religion 
had  been  given  to  the  world,  inas- 
much as  in  superseding  the  super- 
stitions of  Paganism,  it  had  tended 
materially  to  unsettle  the  minds 
and  opinions  of  men«  He  therefore 
contended,  that  as  such  were  the 
intentions  of  the  despots  of  the 
continent,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
British  government  to  come  man- 
fully forward  in  behalf  of  the  li- 
berties of  the  world ;  for  they 
might  depend  upon  it,  that  should 
war  be  the  result,  the  people  of 
England  would  gladly  support 
them  in  it,  if  they  presented  them- 
selves to  their  notice  in  the  ho- 
nourable and  digni6ed  character  of 
the  chamfHons  of  European  liberty. 

Mr.  Curven  said,  that  agreeing 
as  he  did  for  the  most  part  in  the 
address,  he  should  postpone  any 
observations  which  he  had  to  make 
upon  it  to  a  future  opportunity. 

Colonel  Davies  expressed  his  con- 
currence in  the  noble  sentiments  of 
independence  which  had  been  so 
generally  expressed  by  the  house  in 
the  discussion  of  the  former  even- 
ing.  There  was  one  point,  how- 
ever, in  which  he  differed  from  the 
gallant  officer  who  had  addressed 
them  with  so  much  spirit  at  an 
early  period  of  the  evening.  That 
gallant  officer  had  expressed  a  hope 
that  we  should  preserve  a  strict 
neutrality  in  case  of  a  war  breaking 
out  between  France  and  Spain. 
For  his  own  part,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  such  a  neutrality  could 


bei  preserved  by  this  coontry,  f on^ 
sistently  with  its  honour  and  inde- 
pendence. He  should  say,  that  if 
France  sent  a  single  soldier  across 
the  Bidassoa,  or  fired  a  single  can- 
non on  the  other  side  of  the  Pyre- 
nees, we  ought  to  consider  it  as  a 
declaration  of  war  against  Eng- 
land. He  could  not  help  thinking 
that,  inad,  blind,  and  besotted  as 
the  courtiers  were  by  whom  the 
King  of  France  was  at  present  sur- 
rounded— ^men  who,  amid  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  had  evidently  learned  no- 
thing, and  forgotten  nothing,  and 
who  now  appeared  as  if  they  had 
just  awakened  from  a  long  lethargy 
with  all  their  old  ideas  and  pre- 
judices in  full  vigour,  whilst  the 
rest  of  the  world  had  been  rapidly 
advancing  in  virtue  and  in  know- 
ledge— ^he  could  not  help  thinking, 
that  even  these  men,  if  they  were 
told  that  we  should  consider  any 
aggression  of  theirs  upon  Spain  as 
a  declaration  of  war  against  our- 
selves, would  pause  a  httle  before 
they  ventured  to  make  it.  If  the 
people  of  France  were  made  to 
see  that  the  destruction  of  liberty 
in  Spain  could  only  be  considered 
as  a  prelude  to  the  destruction  of 
liberty  among  themselves,  and  if 
in  addition  they  were  made  to  see 
that  a  war  with  England  most 
affect  in  a  grievous  degree  all  the 
various  interests  of  society  among 
them,  be  thought  that  the  im* 
pression  made  upon  them  could  not 
fail  to  produce  some  impression^ 
also,  even  upon  those  in  whose 
hands  their  destinies  were  at  pre- 
sent confided.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  expressing  his  abhor- 
rence of  the  tyrannical  sentiments 
which  the  alhed  sovereigns  had 
embodied  in  the  notes  which  they 
had  respectively  addressed  to  their 
different 
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diflerent  ministen  at  the  court  of 
Spain. 

Afr.  C  H,  Hutchmson^  though 
he  agreed  with  every  syllable  in 
the  address,  contended  that  stronger 
Janguage  ought  to  have  been  put 
into  the  King's  mouth  in  the  pre- 
sent critical  situation  of  affairs. 
Such  language  would  have  inspired 
terror  into  the  congregated  despots 
of  the  continent,  and  would  have 
shown  the  sons  of  freedom  that 
the  population  of  this  country, 
from  the  prince  down  to  the  pea- 
sant, was  unanimously  determined 
to  support  them,  and  to  thwart  the 
designs  of  their  oppressors.  The 
whole  continent  was  at  present 
looking  up  to  the  conduct  of  this 
countfy;  and  such  a  declaration 
from  %o  high  a  quarter  would  have 
excited  it  to  a  successful  opposition 
against  the  tyrants  who  were  now 
p|4>re8sing  it.  He  sbould  certainly 
lament  the  return  of  war  as  a  great 
national  calamity:  indeed,  Uiere 
was  nothing  which  he  could  lament 
more,  except  the  success  of  tbe 
diabolical  principles  which  the 
sovereigns  of  the  holy  alliance  had 
lately  dared  to  promulgate  to  the 
nations  of  the  world.  He  hoped 
that  the  secretary  of  state,  when 
he  resumed  his  seat  in  the  house, 
would  be  able  to  show  that  not 
only  had  this  country  not  joined  at 
Verona  in  the  unprincipled  aggres- 
sioo  which  it  was  there  determined 
to  make  upon  Spain,  but  that  it 
had  actually  opposed  itself  to  it 
with  all  its  might  and  all  its  influ« 
enc^.  He  cordudly  agreed  in  every 
sentiment  which  his  honourable 
and  learned'  fiiend,  the  member  for 
Wiochelsea,  had  last  night  ex- 
pressed respecting  the  iniquitous 
and  odious  notes  of  the  three  great 
continental  powers.  He  could  wish 
that  that  speech,  powerful  and  elo- 


quent as  it  was,  might  always  ao- 
company  the  address  of  this  house, 
because  the  strengtli  and  vigour 
of  the  one  would  atone  for  what 
he  must  denominate  the  mi]k*and- 
watery  nature  of  the  other.  He 
should  like  to  know  the  meaning 
of  a  paragraph  which  he  found  in 
the  King's  speech,  stating  that  his 
Majesty  was  anxious  '*  that  in  the 
East  peace  should  be  preserved." 
Did  bis  Majesty  m^an  to  say,  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  not  to 
make  any  attempt  upon  the  liber* 
ties  of  Greece,  and  that  the  Turis 
was  to  be  permitted  to  continue  his 
massacres  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  in  that  devoted  country, 
until  the  destruction  of  the  liberties 
of  Spain  gave  the  northern  Ciesar 
an  opportunity  of  marching  his 
bcu-barous  hordes  into  its  various 
provinces?  He  sincerely  hoped 
that  this  was  not  the  meaning  of 
it.  It  would,  however,  have  been 
well  if  the  ministers  of  the  crown 
had  put  into  tbe  mouth  of  his  ^fa* 
jesty  language  more  clear  and  ex- 
plicit than  that  which  they  had 
used ;  it  would  have  been  satis- 
factory, if  he  had  told  his  parlia* 
ment  that  instead  of  assisting  the 
Turks,  as  had  been  done  last  year, 
it  was  his  intention  not  to  oppose, 
but  to  foster  the  rising  independ- 
ence of  Greece.  Tbe  honourable 
member,  after  noticing  several 
other  points  in  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  proceeded  to  advert  to 
that  part  of  it  in  which  the  coun- 
try  was  informed  that  a  consider- 
able diminution  had  taken  place  in 
the  distresses  of  Ireland.  He  was 
happy  to  bear  his  testimony,  to 
that  most  important  and  gratifying 
statement ;  he  was  happy  to  state 
that  relief  had  been  administered 
to  the  distresses  of  his  countrymen 
— thanks  to  the  magni6cent  exer- 
tions 
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tioos  and  princely  contribtttaoos  of 
the  people  of  England.  He  re^* 
joiced  to  hear  the  King  advising 
his  parliament  to  take  into  con* 
sSderation  the  state  of  Ireland^  and 
to  doy  at  last,  something  to  improve 
the  habits  and  condition  of  its  in« 
habitants.  He  did  not  conceive  it 
to  be  at  all  inopportune,  when  a 
war  was  expected  which  promised 
to;  be  more  terrible  in  its  results 
than  any  which  had  preceded  it» 
to  call  the  attention  of  ministers 
most  particularly  to  that  part  of 
the  .speech  which  related  to  the 
necessity  of  devising  some  mea- 
eaves  for  the  better'  internal  regu- 
lation of  Ireland.  He  trusted  that 
they  would  take  no  measures  indi-^ 
vidually,  much  less  collectively,  to 
impede  the  gracious  recommenda- 
tion of  his  Majesty.  An  improve- 
ment in  the  habits  and  condition 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  could  not 
be  effected  by  words  alone,  how- 
ever well  placed  or  conciliatory 
they  might  be  :  it  must  be  the  re- 
sult of  measures,  and  of  great  and 
salutary  measures  too.  Amongst 
those  measures,  he  should  reckon 
a  fair  and  equitable  commutation 
of  tithes,  on  which  'subject  he  was 
happy  to  find  an  honourable  friend 
of  his  had  already  given  notice  of 
«  motion,  and  the  admission  of  the 
catholic  part  of  the  population 
into  the  enjoyment  of  those  pri- 
vileges from  which  they  were  de* 
barred  by  the  constitution  of  the 
•country  as  it  existed  at  present 
Above  all  things,  it  was  necessary 
that  all  classes  and  parties  of  Irish- 
men should  make  up  their  minds 
>to  forget  and  to  Ibrgive — ^he  meant 
to  forget  the  varioos  feuds  and 
passions  by  which  they  had  been 
led  astray  from  ri^t  reason  in 
times  past,  and  to  forgive  the  mu- 
tual injuries  which  -they  had  io- 


fiictfed  and  received  during  tba 
period  they  bad  been  animated  by 
them#  In  conclusion,  he .  stated 
his  readiness  to  support  theaddress, 
though  he  could  not  help  repeating 
his  wish  that  it  had  been  couched 
in  somewhat  stronger  and  more 
animated  language. 

A  member  expressed  a  hope 
that  as  the.  opinion  of  the.  public 
was  in  general  governed  by  what 
occurred  in  that  house,  ministers 
would  give  some  more  direct  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the 
stale  of  the  different  parties  eo 
the  continent,  than  they  had  yet 
thought  fitting  to  afford  to  the 
house. 

The  address-  was  then  read  by 
the  clerk,  and  agreed  to.  It  was 
afterwards  ordered  to  be  preeented 
to  his  Majesty  by  such  members 
of  the  house  as  were  also  mem<* 
bers  of  his  most  honourable  privy 
counciL 

The  house  then  adjourned* 

House  of  Lords^  Feb.  7.-— The 
Earl  of  Abingdon  presented  a  peti* 
tion  from  tfwd  traders  and  other 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Abingdon,  praying  for  a  revisioe 
of  the  insolvent  debtors'  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Shafiabwry  pre* 
sented  a  similar  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  y  ff^roliir 
-—Both  these  petitions  were  oider* 
ed  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  SkafteOury  fue- 
sented  s  petitimi  £rom  the  dese 
and  chapter  of  lidifield,  preying 
for  the  repeal  of  the  new  marriage 
act.  The  petition  stated,  that- 
since  the  passing  of  the  act,  no 
marriage^  except  by  licence^  bad 
taken  place  in  any  of  the  seventy^, 
two  parishes  which  the  diocese 
contained. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

A  person  firong^  the  Bank  of  £ng^ 
land 
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laod  preaeoted  copies  of  all  the 
applications  made  by  the  first  lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, for  advances  of  money,  from 
the  5th  of  January  1822,  to  the' 
5th  of  January  1823. 

A  person  from  the  Treasury 
presented  an  account  of  the  sums 
redeemed  during  the  last  year  by 
the  commissioners  for  the  redemp-* . 
tion  of  the  national  debt ;  also  the 
fourth  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  inquiry  into  the  amount  of  the 
unfunded  debt  of  Great  Britain ; 
and  an  account  of  the  number  of 
vessels  employed  in  the  herring 
and  whale  fisheries. 

The  MarquU  of  Conyngham  re- 
ported that  the  address  of  their 
lordships  having  been  presented  to 
the  King,  his  Majesty  was  gra- 
cioiisly  pleased  to  express  his  sa- 
tisfactfop  thereat,  and  bis  firm 
reliance  on  the  zeal  of  their  lord- 
ships j^r  promoting  the  interests  of 
all  classes  of  his  subjects. 

The  answer  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  journals. 

Lord  EUenborovgh  entered  into 
a  detail  of  the  bill  which  he  was 
about  to  offer,  and  said  he  should 
be  ready  to  bring  it  forward  on 
Monday  next* 

.  Lor4,  If^desdaU  objected  in  part 
to  some  of  the  clauses  as  detailed 
by  lord  EUenboroogh. . 
.The  J[^4  CkoffccUor  obseryed, 
thatii  was  mmecessary  to  reoaind 
the  house  that  he  had  strongly 
opposed  the  act  which  was  palled 
1^  sessippi  and  h^  did  not  hesitate 
tQ'.eay.that  tbere  was  no  objection 
which  he  had  urged  against  that 
apt  which  he  would  not  repeat, 
should  the  opportunity  for  doing 
so  agjftin  arise.  Their  lorcbhips, 
howeyer,  having  adopted  the  me^r 
sure  in  opi^itipn  to  Jiis  opinion. 


he  considered  it  his  4ttty  to  bow 

with  submission  to  their  decision. 
The  act  had  excited  great  clamour, 
p.erhaps  more  than  it  ought ;  but  it 
was  evident  that  such  a  measure 
could  not  fail  to  call  forth  a  strong 
expression  of  discontent.  The  state 
of  public  business,  and  the  claims 
which  it  had  upon  his  attention, 
had  prevented  him  from  taking  so 
active  a  part  as  he  wishejd  in  en- 
deavouring to  amend  the  act  of 
last  session.  He  was  desirous, 
however,  to  bestow  all  the  atten- 
tion in  his  power  upon  the  bill 
now  about  to  be  introduced ;  and 
all  that  he  asked  for  was,  that 
their  lordships  might  be  allowed 
sufficient  time  to  consider  delibe<F 
rately  every  part  of  it  It  would 
be  necessary  for  tbeir  lordships  to 
assist  each  other  as  well  as  they 
could;  and  he  hoped  that  they 
might,  under  those  circumstances, 
frame  a  bill  which  would  secure 
to  the  country  great  religious  and 
moral  advantages. 

Lord  EtUnborough  rose  to  ex- 
press the  satisfaction  which  be  felt 
at  bearing  that  the  bill  would  have 
the  full  benefit  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lord's  knowledge  and  ta- 
Uats.  lie.  could  assure  the  noble 
and  Icarqed  lord  that  he  did  not 
desire  to  hurry  the  measure  through 
the  house ;  but  that  opportunity 
would  be  afforded  for  its  fuU  cpn* 
sideration. 

Leave  was  then  i^ven  to  Lord 
EUenborough  to  bring  in  bis  bill  on 
Monday  next,  to  which  day  the 
house  adjournfed. 

Mouse  of  Commons  f  Feb.  7. — ^The 
Speaker  counted  the  house  at  four 
o  clock;  when,  there  not  being  forty 
members  present,  he  declared  it 
adjourned  to  the  following  day* 
There  were  thirty-six  members  in 
attendance*    .         ' 

House 
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•  House  of  Commons^  Feb.  d.-r-At 
four  o'clock  the  Speaker  proceeded 
to  count  the  bouse,  and  there  being 
only  six  members  present,  an  ad- 
journment took  place  till  Monday. 

House  o/Lords^  Feb,  10. — Lord 
Grantley  took  the  oaths  and  bis 
seat. 

The  Farl  of  Coventry  presented 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Worcester,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  insolvent  debtors* 
act. — Ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Earl  vf  Shaftesbunf  said,  in 
the  absence  of  a  noble  friend  of 
his,  who  was  unable  to  attend,  he 
begged  leave  to  move,  that  the  bill 
for  amending  the  marriage  act  be 
read  a  first  time. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed; after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Commonsy  Feb.  10. — 
Mr.Fremantfe  moved  for  a  new 
writ  for  the  city  of  Winchester,  in 
the  room  of  James  Henry  Leigh, 
esq.  who  had  accepted  the  office  of 
steward  of  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Chiltern  hundreds. 

Mr,  Littleton  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  manufacturers  and 
others  in  the  potteries  of  Stafford- 
shire, praying  that  a  court  of  re- 
quests for  the  recovery  of  small 
debts  may  be  established  in  the 
potteries. — Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Admiral  Sotkeron  presented  two 
petitions, — one  from  the  very  re- 
verend the  vicar-general  and  clergy 
of  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  South- 
well, in  the  county  of  Nottingham; 
and  another  from  the  chapter  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  the  Bless- 
ed Mary,  in  the  same  place — com- 
plaining of  the  loss  which  they 
had  sustained  by^that  part  of  the 
new  marriage  act  by  which  they 


were  deprived  of  the  power  of 
granting  licences,  and  praying  that 
the  same  may  be  repealed. — Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr*  Curteis  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  the  reverend  Thomas 
Bootfe,  dean  of  Battle,  in  the 
county  of  Sussex. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on 
the  ttible,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr,  R,  Smith  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  and 
tradesmen  of  the  city  of  Lincoln, 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
solvent debtors'  act,  and,  in  doing 
so,  condemned,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  the  various  advantages 
which, it  conferred  upon  the  dis- 
honest and  fraudulent  debtors. 

Mr.  Hurst  contended  that  in 
many  cases  the  creditor  was  as 
much. to  blame  for  giving  credit  to 
improper  persons,  as  the  debtor 
was  who  requested  and  received  it. 
He  thought  that  the  present  act 
did  not  deserve  all  that  condem- 
nation which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  so  unreservedly  cast  upon  it. 

Mr.  J,  Williams  asserted,  his 
hon.  friend  and  colleague  was  fully 
borne  out  by  facts  in  all  the  strong 
language  which  he  had  used  re- 
garding this  injudicious  and  impro- 
vident measure. 

Mr.  Littleton  thought  that  some 
alterations  in  this  bill  were  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Amongst  others, 
he  thought  that  this  alteration 
would  be  most  effective — to  pro- 
portion the  length  of  the  impri- 
sonment to  the  amount  of  the 
debts  contracted  and  the  assets  to 
meet  them  possessed  by  the  in- 
solvent. 

After  a  few  remarks  on  the  im- 
policy of  allowing  the  law  on  this 
subject  to  stand  in  Hits    present 
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state,  made  bj  JIfr.  T.  Wilson  and 
Mr,  Alderman  Wood^  the  petition 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr*  Littleton  presented  two  pe- 
titions,— one  from  the  very  reve- 
rend the  dean  and  chapter  of  the 
cathedral  .church  of  Lichfield,  and 
another  from  Sir  John  Wrottesley, 
the  possessor  of  the  Royal  Peculiar 
of  Peyton — complaining  that  their 
ancient  rights  of  granting  licences 
had  been  taken  away  from  them 
by  the  new  marriage  act,  and  pray- 
ing that  some  compensation  might 
be  granted  them  for  the  loss  they 
had  sastained.  —  Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

3fr.  Wallace  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  npon  an  early  day  move 
for  the  revival  of  the  conmiittee  on 
foreign  trade. 

Sir  H,  PameU  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  grand  jory  of  Queen's 
County,  Ireland,  praying  for  a 
commutation  of  tithes.  He  had 
read  with  the  greatest  pleasure 
that  paragraph  of  his  Majesty's 
speech,  in  which  he  recommended 
to  the  consideration  of  parliament 
such  measures  for  the  internal  rs>- 
gnlation  of  Ireland  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  promote  and  secure  its 
tranquillity,  and  to  improve  the 
habits  and  condition  of  its  inha- 
bitants. Kowhe  (SirH.Pamell) 
knew  of  no  measure  that  was  more 
likely  to  put  an  end  to  the  unfortu- 
nate disturbances  which  had  so 
long  distracted  hi^  ill-fated  coun- 
try, and  had  so  long  prevented  any 
amelioration  from  taking  place  in 
its  condition,  than  such  a  measure 
as  the  present  petitioners  prayed 
for.  He  trusted  that  the  gracious 
recommendation  of  his  Majesty 
referred  particularly  to  this  suIh 
ject;  and  be  was  the  more  incliiied 


to  think  that  it  did,  as  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  noble  marquis 
who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Irish 
government  intended  to  propose  to 
parliament  some  specific  plan  for 
effecting  an  alteration  in  the  tithe 
system  of  Ireland.  If  the  noble 
marquis  should  lay  such  a  plan 
upon  their  teble,  and  that  plan 
should  fortunately  prove  success- 
ful, he  would  confer  one  of  the 
greatest  benefite upon  Ireland  which 
that  country  could  possibly  receive. 
During  the  few  months  which  the 
noble  marquis  had  been  at  the 
head  of  the  Irish  government,  he 
had  effected  a  great  and  favourable 
change  in  the  condition  of  the 
country*;  and  the  measures  which 
he  had  adopted  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  police  would,  he  bad 
little  doubt,  be  productive  of  still 
more  beneficial  consequences.  He 
hoped  that  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Hume)  would  postpone  the 
motion  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice, until  that  which  was  to  be 
submitted  from  the  Irish  govern- 
ment had  been  introduced  to  the 
house,  and  received  ite  full  and 
mature  consideration. 

Colonel  Trench  said,  that  as  be 
was  connected  with  the  county 
from  which  the  petition  came,  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  remark  that  he 
fully  and  cordially  concurred  in- 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  He 
thought  that  if  their  prayer  were 
granted,  much  would  be  done  to 
secure  the  tranquillity  and  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  Ireland.  The 
present  system  of  churoh  govern- 
ment in  that  country  was  as  injuri- 
ous and  detrimental  to  the  pro- 
testent  church,  as  it  was  hostile 
and  oppressive  to  the  catholic  part 
of  the  community;  and  it  was 
principally  with  a  view  of  putting 
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f^  ^d  to  such  a  system  of  things 
that  he  joined  in  the  prayer  of  the 
present  petition* 

The  petitiop.Wjas  th^n  read*  On 
the  questioQ  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table» 

Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald  took  the  op* 
portunity  of  iodfonning  the  house 
t^at  he  fully  concnrmi  in  every 
syllable  which  had  been  said  on 
this  subject  by  the  two  honourable 
members  who  had  preceded  him. 
He  was  desirous  of  making  thb 
statement  to  the  house,  because  he 
had  not  been  in  the  country  when 
thje  subject  had  undergone  discus- 
sion in  the  last  session,  and  be- 
cause the  county  which  he  had  the 
l^nour  of  representing  |3ad  resolved 
upon  presenting  to  parliament  a 
similar  petition  to  that  which  was 
then  before  it.  Though  he  con- 
ceived the  measure  which  had 
been  passed  last  session  for  the 
bjst^r  regulation  of  the  tithe  sya- 
ten  to  be  completely  inefficient! 
u^alesSff  and  impnicticabley  he  was 
of  opinbn  that  the  discussiona 
which  it  had  occasioned  both  in  and 
o|it  of  that,  house  had  been  of 
the  greatest  service  to  the  commu- 
nis. 

Mr.  G(n4bum  felt  that  it  was 
quite  unnecessiiry  for  him  to  en- 
ter at  present  ifito  any  disclosure 
of  the  iotoDtM)ne  qi  the  Irish  go- 
V49nimeiit  on  Qm  great  and  mo- 
mentous question,^  l^dfted,  he  was 
convinced  that*  the  faouee  would 
feel  such  disoWeorerto  be  premur 
lure,  and  wn^ld  not,  therefore^  de- 
mand it  of  biin.  He  must  now 
rep^t-— what  he  had  had  pc<;asio9 
tOiSay  mere  than  onoe  iu  th«  last 
se$siaQ*-that  the  govemmeot  of 
Ireland  bad,  from  the  first  mo- 
ment of  its  arrival  in  that  country^ 
been  sedu^Misly  anatious  to  discover 
some  just  mode  of  removing  the 


evils  which  arose  from  the  pre* . 
sent  system  of  collecting  tithes. 
In  the  last  session  he  had  brought 
forward  a  measure  for  that  pur-* 
pose,  the  result  of  the  short  deli- 
beration which  he  had  then  been 
enabled  to  give  to  the  subject ;  ajod 
though  it  might  not  have  been 
as  efficient  as  he  could  have  wish* 
edy  still  he  could  not  join  in  con- 
demning it  as  the  useless  or  1017  « 
practicable  measure  >vhich  bis  hon, 
friend  had  described  it  to  be«  IQhie 
subject  had  since  that  period  been 
again  taken  into  the  consideration 
of  the  Irish  government,  and  he 
trusted  that  when  at  a  fitting  sea- 
son he  should  again  submit  it  to- 
the  notice  of  the  liouse^it  would 
be  found  not  altogether  unworthy 
of  its  support  and  approbation. 

Mr.  S,  Rice  asserted  that  a 
more  inefficient  measure  than  that 
of.  last  session  had  never  beea 
passed  by  any  legislature;  and» 
as  a  proof  oif  his  assertion^  stated 
that  there  ;was  not  on^  individual 
throughout  th^  whole  country  of 
Irel^d  that  had  attempted  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  As  the  declara- 
tions of  the  right  bon.  secretary 
were  now  of  the  same  vague  na^^ 
ture  that  they  were  last  session^ 
he  tnieted  thet  his  hon.  friend, 
would  on  nocopsideration  postpone 
the  motion  of  which  he  had  gjivea 
notice. 

Mr.  Feel  thought  that  tiie  hon. 
gentleman  iiad  no  just  reason  to 
complain  of  tl^  vague  dcdarationa 
ix^de  by  bia  rig^t  hon.  .^ienid 
(Mr.  Goulbum);  he  {Up.  Qoul-. 
burn)  had  stated  that  it  was  hi^ 
intention  to  submit  to  the  house 
a  measure  ior  the  commutation  of 
tithes,  m  Ireland ;  and  he  (Mr. 
P^pl)  would  ad4f  that  that  aiea« 
sure  wpuld  be  broug^  forward  at 
a  period  sufficiently  early  to  enable 
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tlM  hoiu  niember  for  Aberdeen  to 
obtbin  the  fullest  discuaiion  of  hit 
motioo  iqion  the  eame  subject. 
It  was  certainly  nuMt  desirabla 
that  that  motion  should  be  postf 
poped  until  at  least  the  plan  of  die 
Irish  government  had  been  intro* 
daccd« 

Mr 4  Hume  saw  no  reason  why 
h0  should  give  way  upon  this  subr 
j«ct»  especially  after  the  long  .det 
Is^ys  on  the  part  of  minbters. 
They,  or  their  friends,  had  beeif 
twenty-five  years  in  office,  during 
which  time  this  crying  abuse  existt 
edt  and  they  had  doqe  nothing  to 
this  moment,  to  remedy  the  admitt 
ted  evil.  He  begged  to  ask  the  right 
hoD,  secretary  of  state,  why,  when 
be  was  secretary  of  Ireland,  he 
had  brought  no  proposition  on  this 
sobject  before  parliament  ?  It 
waa  this  delay  of  remedies  that 
bad  rendered  it  at  length  necessary 
to  keep  down  the  people  of  Ire* 
land  by  military  establishmeDts^ 
It  .was.  BOW  understood  that  the 
dengy  of  Ireland,  after  a  long  and 
strong  opposition,  had  consented 
to  commote  their  tithes  for  an 
acreable  assessment*  Whatever 
official  reserve  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Gonlbuni)  thought  fit  to 
keep,  he  (Mr.  Home)  had  not 
the  slightest  objection  to  mention 
the  general  nature  of  his  pfopo8i4 
tiona.  He  should  fiist  contend 
that  the  church  property  in  Ire** 
land  (meaning  tluit  in  possession 
of  the  deans  and  chapters  and 
bisbope)  was  altogether  too  lai|^ 
fiir  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
inlynded :  next,  that  there  should 
be  no  over-paid  absentees  of  1000^ 
2000L,  or  SOOO/.  a  year,  and 
starved  carates  of  50L  60A  and 
7<ML  a  year^  hot  that  the  acting 
dergymaa  should  be  allowed 
enough  .  fi^  his.  maintenance  as  a 


gentleman.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  payment  of  any  dergjrmen 
who  were  not  resident^  and  he 
should  call  upon.  ih0  house  to 
declare  this  simple-  propositioo-r^ 
whether  the  church  property  waa 
not  set  aside  by  the  state  lor  the 
maintenance  of  religion^  and  whe» 
ther  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
pkrliameiit  to  appropriate  it  in  the 
way  most  conducive  to  the  interest 
of  religion  ?  He  should  not  .ceiH 
sent  to  postpone  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice. 

Mr.  Peel  .added,  that  probably 
the  present  week  would  not  elapse 
without  a  specific  day  being  fixed 
for  the  introduction  of  the  mea-i 
sure. 

Mr.  S,  Bke  wished  to  receive 
a  direct  pledge  that  the  measure 
to  be  proposed  would  be  a  com^ 
mutation. 

Mr^  QcuUmm  thought  that  the 
hon*  gentleman  had  been,  quite 
aware  of  the  principle  ^n  which 
his  measura.  would  proceed;  it 
was  for  a  composition  and  commi>« 
tation  of  tithes.  > 

Mr.  F.  Fitzgerald  urged  that 
it  ought  to  precede  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  member  for  Aberdeen.. 

The  petition  was  laid. on  the  ta* 
bte^  and  it  waa  ordered  that  it  be 
printed. 

A  new  writ  waa  ordered  for;  the 
county  of  Fermanagh,  in  the  room, 
of  Sir  L.  Cole,  appointed  governor 
of  die  Mauritius. 

Mr*  Feel  brought  up.  the  answer 
of  his  Mi^eBty  to  the  address  of  tbs 
commons.  .       . 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gren* 
fell,  accounts  were  ordered  of 
the  weekly  amount  of  the  banjk 
notes  and  bank  postrbilb  in  cip^ 
culation,  from  the  M  of  July 
last  to  the  latest  period :  of  the 
i}uanti  ty  of  cuppec  and  tm  exported 
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from  London  and  Liverpool  from 
the  5th  of  January,  1822,  to  tho 
5th  of  Jaoaary,  1829. 

Mr,  GoMum  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  for  the  reduction  of  the 
staff  of  the  Irish  army. 

Lord  Hotham  gave  notice,  that 
previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Catholic  claims,  whenever  the  de* 
hate  might  take  place,  he  should 
move  that  the  house  he  called 
oven 

An  account  was  ordered  of  the 
quantity  of  grain,  &c.  remuning 
in  the  warehouses  on  the  5th  of 
January,  1828. 

Mr,  MaberU/  rose  to  move  for 
certain  papers  necessary  for  the 
discussion  of  the  question  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  He  adverted 
to  certain  returns  upon  the  table, 
showing  the  property  of  the  king- 
dom  in  ISlStoJaroounttto  157  mil* 
lions,  40  millions  of  which  helong- 
ed  to  the  landed  proprietors;  and 
noticed  the  immense  reduction  that 
had  since  taken  place,  especially 
in  the  property  of  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  the  soil;  the  latter 
being  absolutely  annihilated.  He 
was  prepared  to  contend  for  the 
repeal  of  the  whole  of  the  assessed 
taxes,  and  to  argue  particularly, 
that  the  house  mid  window  tax 
was  very  unfairly  home,  as  in 
many  instances  it  amounted  to  40 
per  cent  It  was  in  those  eases 
nothing  but  a  partial  property *tax. 
He  hoped  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  country,  honourable  gentle- 
men would  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  minister's  proposal  to  repeal 
only  two  or  three  millions  of  taxes. 
He  then  moved  for  various  returns, 
and  among  them  an  account  of 
the  number  of  houses  in  the  United 
Kingdom  assessed  with  the  duty  on 
houses,  from  the  5th  of  April, 
1821,  to  the  5th  of  April,  1822, 


distinguishing  houses  eiccepttd ; 
an  account  of  the  number  of  win- 
dows assessed,  with  the  duty  Uvr 
the  same  period ;  an  account  of 
the  net  assessment  lo.the  property- 
tax  in  1815,  distinguishing  the 
classes* 

Mr.  Grenfell  begged  to  ask  his 
honourable  friend  whether  be  con- 
templated, as  a  part  of  his  plan  of 
reduction  of  the  assessed  taxes^  the 
re-enactment  of  the  tax  upon  pr«>- 
perty  or  income  } 

Mr.  Maberly  replied  that  he  did 
not.  His  relief  would  he  general, 
and  without  in  any  respect  affects 
ing  public  credit. 

Mr,  Luskwgton  said,  that  the 
accounts  required  should  be  made 
out  without  more,  delay  than  was 
unavoidable. 

Mr,  HumCf  in  rising  to  move 
that  a  series  of  financial  papers, 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  house,  should  be  printed, 
was  anxious  to  preface  his  motion 
with  a  few  observatiotts.  The 
title  of  one  of  these  papers .  was, 
**  An  account  of  all  sums  of  money 
paid  over  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
for  the  year  ending  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1828 ;"  and  from  that  docu* 
meat  it  appeared,  that  1 5,853,00(M. 
had  been  so  paid  over.  The  sys- 
tem was,  however^  a  complete  fill* 
lacy.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  mere 
transfer — paying  with  one  hand, 
and  at  the  same  moment  a  bor- 
rowing with  the  other,  without 
liquidating  any  portion  of  the 
amount  of  debt.  It  was  as  per- 
fect A  Darce  as  was  ever  phtyed  oflT 
by  any  juggler.  As  the  country 
was  about  to  have  a  new  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  it  was.  to  be 
hoped  that  with  the  old  one,  this 
preposterous  farce  would  die*  If 
they  must  have  a  sinking  fund,  let 
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it  be  a  real  one,  clearly  and  pUi$Dly 
set  forth ;  and  not  a  mere  nominal 
fnndy  which  could  only  answer  the 
purposes  of  delusion.  The  hon. 
member  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  papers  to  which  he  had  al« 
luded  be  printed. 

Mr,  P.  Grenfell  entirely  con- 
curred with  his  hon.  friend  as  to 
the  folly  of  that  system  which  in* 
doced  government  to  lay  before 
the  home  and  the  country  this 
most  idle  and  unsatisfactory  ac- 
coant.  He  thought,  however,  that 
his  honourable  friend  ought,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  late  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  to  have  noticed  a  pas- 
sage in  a  report  laid  before  the 
hcmse,  in  which  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  pledged  himself,  that 
such  an  undertaking  as  that  to 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  alluded 
would  be  set  on  foot  by  govenir 
ment ;  that  the  whole  of  that  sys- 
tem which  his  hon.  friend  repro- 
bated (and  in  which  reprobation 
he  entirely  concurred)  would  be 
re*modelled;  and  that  in  future 
the  account  of  the  sinking-fund 
should  consist  only  of  the  surplus 
of  income  over  expenditure. 

Mr.  Luskington  said,  one  of  the 
earliest  objects  of  government 
woold  be  to  bring  the  subject  of 
the  sinking  fund  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the-  house,  for  the 
pmpose  of  simplifying  the  system 
and  rendering  it  more  intelligible. 
It  was  the  anxious  desire  of  go- 
▼emment,  that  there  should  be 
laid  before  the  house  a  full  and 
ample  account,  pointing  out  the 
exact  amount  of  the  sinking  fund. 

The  Lord  Mmfor  deprecated  any 
interference  with  the  sinkbg  fund 
aystem,  from  which  the  country 
had  derived  so  much  benefit;  and 
it  was    exceedingly  strange  that 


any  rndtvidoal  should  get  up  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  a  system 
which,  thirty  years  ago,  had  been 
recommended  and  supported  by 
men  famous  for  their  wisdom  and 
talents.  The  system  had  been 
adopted  by  America,  by  France, 
by  Russia,  and  Prussia :  in  shorty 
it  had  been  acted  on  wherever 
there  was  any  thing  like  a  repre* 
sentative  government.  He  truste- 
ed, however  anxious  gentlemen 
might  be  to  reduce  the  taxes— 
however  desirous  they  might  be  to 
remit  a  part  of  the  assessed  taxea 
— ^that  still  there  was  a  spirit  in 
that  house  which  would,  he  was 
going  to  say,  compel  government 
to  keep  faith  with  the  public  cre- 
ditor. 

Mr.  Luskington  said  the  honour- 
able member  had  given  an  im- 
portance to  the  subject  which  it 
did  not  deserve. 

Mr.  Maberfy  joined  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  system.  A  more 
deceitful  tricking  system  could  not 
be  imagined.  If  government  paid 
off  the  money  which  the  bank  had 
lent  them  on  the  quarter's  revenue, 
there  would  not  remain  a  single 
shilling  of  sinking  fund. — The 
papers  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  fVilmot  wished  that  the 
hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Hume) 
would  defer  his  motion  for  a  few 
days  with  respect  to  colonial  ac- 
counts. He  (Mr.  Wilmot)  wished 
to  have  better  information  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  hon.  gentleman's 
intention  than  was  to  be  derived 
from  the  notice  on  the  minutes  of 
the  house. 

Mr,  Hume  acquiesced. 

Mr*  Lushington  moved  for  an 
abstract  of  the  net  revenue  of 
England  from  the  5tb  of  January 
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1  ^2,  td  the  5tb  of  January,  1823 : 
the  like  docmnents  as  to  Scotland 
and  as  to  Ireland* 

Mr»  fVhitmore  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  quantity  of  grain  sold 
in  the  market  of  Dublin  for  the 
last  ten  years,  distinguishing  each 
year. 

■  Lord  John  Rutseil  begged  to 
know  whether  it  was  true  as  rc^• 
ported,  that  his  Majesty  meant  to 
make  a  gift  of  the  late  King's  li* 
hrary  to  the  public.  If  siich  were 
the  cac^  it  wai  a  most  liberal 
proceeding,  well  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  the  House  of  Brunswick ; 
and  he  wished  that  the  high  utility 
of  the  present  might  be  preserved 
by  its  being  placed  in  such  a  situa* 
tion  as  should  make  it  generally 
accessible. 

Mr,  Peel  said  that  the  report 
was  well  founded.  No  particulsir 
arrangement  as  to  the  disposal 
of  tbe  gift  had  yet  been  made ; 
but  he  doubted  not  that,  in  the 
detail  hereafter  to  be  settled,  the 
object  aimed  at  by  the  noble  lord 
would  be  duly  attended  to. 

Mr.  Wiimot  moved  for  an  afis- 
trtxt  of  the  amount  of  fines  and 
quit-rents  paid,  and  for  a  great 
number  of  other  papers  connected 
witb  the  revenue  and  administra- 
tion of  Trinidad. 

A  member  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  amount  of  trade  between 
England  and  China,  a  second  re- 
turn as  to  the  trade  with  the  East, 
and  a  third  as  to  that  of  the  West 
Indies. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords^  Feb.  11. — Vis^ 
count  Grawoilie  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of 
Wolverhampton,  complaining  of 
the  operation  of  the  insolvent  debt- 
ors' act. 


'  Lord'EUenbor&ugh  gave  notice, 
that  he  should  on  Monday  next 
move  the  second  reading  of  the 
marriage  act  amendment  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbmy  moved 
that  the  house  should  adjourn  tilt 
the  ISih  instant. -^Adjourned  till 
Thursday. 

House  ofCommonst  Feb.  11  .~ 
A  new  writ  was  moved  for  the 
borough  of  Arundel,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decease  of  Robert' 
Blake,  Esq. 

Mr.  Littleton  presented  a-  peii-* 
tion  (rom  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  praying 
for  an  alteration  in  the  insolvent 
debtors'  aet,  which,  after  a  few 
words  from  Lord  Althorp  and  Mr. 
Hurst,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

lM>rd  Hothatn  rose,  pursuant  tor 
notice,  to  move  that  the  house 
be  called  over  on  the  20th  inist., 
or  on  whatever  other  day  the  de- 
bate-should be  taken  upon  tlie 
motion  of  which  the  right  hen. 
presi<knt  of  the  board  of  trade 
had  given  notice  for  the  attorney- 
general  of  Ireland. — Ordered  ac* 
cordingly. 

Lord  Althorp  gave  notice  that 
he  should  upon  this  day  se'nnight 
call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  present  mode  of  recovering 
small  debts. 

Dk  Lushington  presented  a  pe« 
tition  from  several  electors  of  the 
county  of  Sligo,  complaining  of  the 
late  return  for  that  county,  and 
accusing  Lord  Kingston  and  his 
brother  of  improper  interference  in 
the  afiyrs  of  the  election. — Order-' 
ed  to  be  taken  into  consi^eFation 
on  Thursday,  the  19th  of  March. 

Mr.  Goulbum  asked  leave  to 
bring  in  a  ImH  to  continue  and 
amend  the  acts  for  training  the 
Irish  Yeomanry. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hme  -said,  that  before,  he 
gave  hb  consent  to  the  introductioii 
of  this  billy  he  must  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  right  hooourable  s^cr^tarj 
whether  the  Irish  police  act  of  tlte 
last  session  had  not  in  a  great  de«> 
gree  *  rendered  it  unnecessary  i  The 
acts  which  it  was  now  intended  to 
renew  were  productive  of  an  an*- 
ooal  expense  of  66,000/.  or  there«> 
abouts  to  this  country.  It  would 
be  found  that  that  sum  had  been 
voted  for  the  use  of  the  Irish  yeo« 
manry  corps  last  year ;  and,  as 
much  was  the  case,  it  behoved  the 
house  to  look  a  little  into  the  man- 
oer  in  which  they  were  constituted, 
and  the  purposes  for  which  they 
were  kept  up.  They  were  esta- 
blished  in  the  year  1798  ;  and, 
whatever  might  be  the  services 
which  they  then  performed,  he  be- 
lieved that  since  the  rebellion  they 
had  been  productive  of  much  po- 
sitive mischief  to  the  country. 
These  corps  generally  consisted 
of  Orangemen,  and  were  so  far 
from  being  useful  in  keeping  the 
peace,  that  all  the  tumults  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  arose  from  them. 
The  house,  he  was  sure,  would  re- 
collect that  during  the  last  year 
they  had  been  called  out  to  dimi- 
nish the  disturbances  which  exist- 
ed, but  that,  instead  of  diminishing, 
they  absolutely  increased  them. 
Indeed,  the  formation  of  these 
corps  had  been  a  gross  job  from 
their  very  commencement  down  to 
the  present  time  ;  and  he  would 
denoonstrate  it  to  be  so,  by  a  pa- 
per for  which  he  had  moved  du- 
ring the  last  session  of  parliament, 
and  over  which  he  had  thrown 
a  hasty  glance  since  he  had  thait 
day  entered  the  house.  From  that 
paper  it  appeared  that  ten  bri- 
gade-niajors  of  yeomanry  corps 
had  retired   upon    pensions.     He 


wiaa^  giv^n  to  toderstand  thatt  thete 
men  Were  by  no  means  unfit  for 
service ;  and  if  that  were  the  case, 
ought  they,  he  would  ask,  to  be 
placed  upon  pensions,  either  be- 
cause they  wished  to  retire  thenir 
selves,  or  because  ministers  wished 
to  bestow  their  places  upon  others 
of  their  dependents  ?    He  had  been 
informed     that    some   individuals 
had  been  invalided,  who  were  not 
older  than  he  was,  and.  who,  fofr- 
iunately   for  themselves,  were  in 
inuch  better  health.     Now,  inva- 
lid as  he  was,  he  should .  not  be 
able  to  muster  impudence  enough 
to    ask  ministers  to  invalid  him 
upon  a    pension,   supposing  even 
that  he  htid  done  any  thing  in  their 
service  sufficient  to  deserve  one. 
To  place,  however,  men  .hke  him 
on  the  invalid  list,  was  not  at  all 
an  uncommon  occurrence  with  the 
government  of  Ireland.     Instances 
might  be  found  in  the  paper  to 
which  he  had  just  alluded.  *  The 
honourable  member  then  read  the 
names  of  several  individuals  who 
had  been  thus  pensioned;  and  the 
longest  period  of  service  appeared 
to  be  fiiteen  years.  He  then  slated, 
that  the  expense  incurred  for  the 
present  brigade-majors  was  3750/. 
a  year ;  whilst  1275/.  a  year  was 
paid  in  pensions  to  those  who  had 
retired,  and  so  made  way  for  them. 
This  was  one  of  the  discoveries 
that  had   taken  place    in  oonse^ 
quence  of  bis  motion  of  last  session 
that  an  account   should  be  ren- 
dered of  all  monies  pud  out  of  the 
civil  list,  previously  to  the  esti- 
mates for  the  year  being  presented 
to  parliament;  and  he  could  as- 
sure the  house,  that  he  had  other 
discoveries  in  store  for  thedi  from 
the  same  paper,  each  more  ap- 
palling  than  the  other.     He  trust- 
ed that  the  house  would  not  albw 
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this  bill  to  pass  through  all  its 
stages,  until  some  detail  were 
giveu  of  the  services  for  which 
these  yeomanry  corps  were  want- 
ed. If  he  were  mistaken  in  any 
of  the  points  which  he  had  stated, 
he  should  be  glad  to  be  corrected  ; 
but  he  believed  that  he  was  not, 
and  in  that  belief  he  should  feel 
it  his  duty  to  watch  this  bill 
strictly  during  its  progress  through 
^e  house. 

Mr.  Goulbum  said,  he  was  not 
•prepared  to  explain  at  that  mo- 
ment whether  the  individual  to 
whom  such  pointed  allusion  had 
been  made  was  as  strong  or  as  in- 
firm as  the  hon.  member  for  Aber- 
deen ;  b\it  if  it  was  his  inten- 
•tion  to  bring  that  grant  under  the 
notice  of  the  house,  he  should  be 
prepared  at  a  fitting  opportunity 
to  give  the  necessary  explanation 
regarding  it.  He  should  likewise 
be  prepared,  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
Intended  to  call  the  conduct  of  the 
Irish  government  into  question,  to 
make  a  fair,  and,  as  he  trusted,  a 
satisfactory  defence  of  it  on  a  suit- 
able occasion.  At  present,  he 
(Should  confine  himself  to  the  mere 
explanation  of  one  circumstance  ; 
namely,  how  so  many  brigade- 
majors  were  found  on  the  list. 
At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  num- 
.ber,  which  before  had  been  very 
great,  was  -reduced  to  the  state 
in  which  it  existed  at  present ;  and 
the  supernumeraries  were  placed 
on  the  half-pay.  Since  that  time, 
whenever  any  vacancy  had  occur- 
red in  the  number  of  brigade-ma- 
jors which  it  was  determined  to 
-keep  up,  it  had  been  filled  up  out 
of  those  supernumeraries  ;  and 
therefore  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  assertion  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
-  roan,  that  individuals  had  Ijeen 
■suffered  to  retire  upon  invalid  pen- 


si6ns,  in  order  that  they  might 
consult  their  own  feelings  of  con- 
venience, or  that  their  situatioiiA 
might  be  employed  as  matter  of 
patronage  by  the  government  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  that  the 
right  honourable  secretary's  ar- 
gument appeared  to  be  this — Uiat 
they  ought  to  pass  this  bill  now, 
and  to  consider  of  the  expense 
which  it  would  entail  on  the  coun- 
try at  a  future  opportunity.  Now 
he  (Mr.  Abercromby)  took  this  to 
be  the  wiser  course — to  consider 
of  the  expense  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  and  to  pass  the  bill  in  the 
second.  In  the  present  distress 
ing,  and  he  would  add  most 
alarming  state  of  Ireland,  it  was 
impossible  to  treat  as  a  mere 
matter  of  course,  a  measure  which 
tended  to  perpetuate  a  corps  whose 
acts  had  been  viewed  by  the  whole 
country  with  much  anxiety,  and 
not  without  a  little  suspicion.  He 
trusted  that  no  attempt  would  be 
made  to  press  this  measure  hastily 
through  the  house,  especially  as 
the  attorney-general  of  Ireland 
would  in  a  short  time  be  obliged 
by  the  duty  which  he  owed  to 
himself,  to  the  house,  and  to  the 
country,  to  bring  before  their  no« 
tice  the  present  situation  of  that 
unfortunate  country.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  every  thing  which 
could  throw  any  light  upon  the 
habits  and  feelings  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  ought  now  to  be  brought 
forward. 

Mr,  Goulbum  said,  that  in  com- 
ing down  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  continue  and  amend  the 
Irish  yeomanry  acts,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  be  called  upon  to  die* 
cuss  the  much  greater  question  of 
the  state  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
moment  He  then  entered  into  a 
defence 
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defence  of  the  Irish  yeomanry 
against  the  charges  which  had 
been  brought  against  them ;  and 
after  expatiating  upon  the  great 
services  which  they  had  rendered 
to  government  during  the  war, 
declared  that  in  putting  down  the 
disturbances  of  last  year,  their  as- 
sistance had  been  eminently  useful. 
He  could  assure  the  honourable 
membor  for  Calne,  that  the  time 
would  come  when  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  hcul  alluded 
would  be  brought  under  the  grave 
consideration  of  parliament;  and 
if  he  now  abstained  from  disclo- 
sing the  views  of  the  Irish  go- 
vernment regarding  them,  it  was 
not  from  a  fear  of  entering  upon 
tbe  discussion  of  them,  but  from  a 
feeling  that,  in  the  present  thin 
attendance  of  the  house,  and  on 
the  first  reading  of  the  present  bill, 
the  discussion  could  not  be  un- 
dertaken with  that  talent  and  de- 
liberation which  the  importance 
of  the  subject  so  imperatively  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  that  he 
must  disclaim  all  intentions,  if,  in- 
deed, tbe  right  honourable  secre- 
tary meant  to  attribute  any  such 
to  him,  of  decrying  altogether 
the  existence  of  Irish  yeomanry 
corps ;  all  that  he  had  said  upon 
the  subject  was,  that  he  looked 
upon  the  existence  of  these  corps 
at  all  times  with  jealousy,  and 
that  such  jealousy  was  at  present 
very  much  increased  by  tbe  pecu- 
liar circumstances  in  which  Ire- 
land was  at  this  moment  unfortu- 
nately situated. 

Mr,  V,  Fitzgerald  condemned 
the  attack  which  the  hon.  member 
for  Aberdeen  had  made  upon  the 
yeomanry  corps  of  Ireland  as  most 
unfair  and  illikieral.  The  corps 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  com- 
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mand,  instead  of  being  composed' 
entirely  of  orangemen,  had  not  a 
single  Orangeman  in  it.  Indeed, 
so  &r  was  the  honourable  member's 
statement  from  being  correct,  that 
to  the  best  of  his  belief,  in  the 
yeomanry  corps  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  nine  out  of  every  ten  men 
were  Roman  catholics.  In  the 
county  Clare  there  was  one  corps 
in  which  there  were  only  ten 
protestants,  and  another  in  which 
he  believed  that  there  was  not 
even  one ;  and  yet  to  that  corps 
the  government  had  been  chiefly 
indebted  on  a  late  occasion  for  the 
quiet  of  tbe  county.  He  con- 
tended that  unless  the  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  intended  to  as- 
sert that  the  yeomanry  corps  were 
altogether  useless,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  abolished,  he  ought 
not  to  oppose  the  present  bill,  of 
which  the  sole  object  was  to  place 
them  under  military  control.  The 
superannuations,  of  which  the  hon. 
member  complained,  appeared  to ' 
him  to  be  made  upon  the  best 
principle,  and  certainly  not  from 
the  corrupt  and  profligate  views 
which  the  hon.  member  had  in- 
sinuated. 

Mr*  Spring  Rice  reminded  the 
last  speaker,  that  his  remarks  on 
'the  manner  in  which  some  yeo- 
manry corps  were  constituted  only 
applied  to  those  in  tbe  south  of 
Ireland.  The  yeomanry  force  of 
Ireland  amounted,  however,  to 
dO,000  men,  and  of  these  30,000, 
20,000  were  raised  from  the  single 
province  of  Ulster.  Now,  he  would 
contend  that  all  the  objections  to 
the  yeomanry  corps,  arising  from 
the  Orange  infusion  by  which  they 
were  tainted,  applied  in  full  force 
to  the  yeomanry  of  the  province  of 
Ulster,  however  inapplicable  they 
might  be  to  the  yeomanry  of  the 
D  south 
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south   of  Ireland,   wh^  fiMTniecl  a 
much  smaller  body. 

Mr.  V,  Fitzgerald  explained. 

Mr.  Hume  ajjid  Mr.  Peel  ^aid  a 
few  words. 

Leave  was  then  given  tio  bring 
in  the  bill,  which  was  acQordingly 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Goulburriy  after  stating  that, 
he  was  ready  to  o&r  any  e^pdana- 
tioQ,  moved  for  leave  to  bripg  Ui  i^ 
bill  to  continae  the  Irish  arms  act, 
— Leave  given. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and 
amend  the  general  turnpike,  act. 

Mr.  Curwen  adverted  to  the  in- 
jury the  roads  iu  tlie  north  sus-* 
tained  from  the  heavy  weights  car- 
ried upon  them  in  carts  and  wag* 
gons;  and,  after  a  few  words  from. 
Mr.  G.  Bemut  and  Sir  T.  4ckr 
land^  leave  was  given. 

Mr.  Hobhome  gave  notice,  that 
he  should,  this  year,  renew  his 
motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  win- 
dow-tax, unless  one  of  three  con- 
tingencies occurred — I.  That  the 
country  was  invoiv,ed  in  a  war. — 
2.  Th$Lt  the  motion  of  Mr.  Maber- 
iy  was  carried  for  the  repeal  of  the 
whole  of  the  assessed  taxes. — 3. 
That  ministers  themselves  pro- 
posed to  do  away  with  it. 

Mr.  Hume,  in  moving  for  vari- 
ous documents  relating  to  the  Rus- 
sian-Dutch loan,  observed^  that  lew 
were  aware  that,  by  a.  convention 
dated  in  May  1815,  Great  Britain 
agreed  to  pay  to  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  a  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions advanced  to  Russia :  it  might 
be  said,  therefore,  that  perhaps  at 
the  moment  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
der waa  preparing  to  make  war 
upon  Spain  with  the  funds  of  this 
country.  The  consideration  for 
this  payment  was  the  possession 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope   and 


D^merara>  which  had  since  cost 
Great  Britain  about  half  the  ivri- 
ginal  purchasfi-9>0Qjey,  aod  tbey 
must  always  remain  a  useless  bur- 
deou  He  wished  to  l^now  what 
amount  of  priui^Hl  and  interest 
had  beea  paid  sir^e  1Q16*  He 
did  not  know  whether  U  was  pos- 
sible for  us  toi  vitiate  thia  moat 
impolitic  engagement,  but  if  it  werai 
entered  iyto  under  the  implied  coo- 
diti^n  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruseia 
was  to  do  all  in  bis  power  to  pre- 
serve the  p<^ce  of  Europe,  w^ 
clearly  were  not  bound  to  adhere 
to  it,  inasmuch  as  be  was  now 
straining  every  nerve  to  involve 
Europe  in  a  new  and  a  nelarioua 
war.  He  concluded  by  moving 
for  an  account  of  the  sums  paid  in 
Bdtish  money,  in  pursuance  of  the. 
convention,  fof  principal  aad  in-- 
terest  of  the.  loan^  and  an  e^tiniale 
of  the  amount  yet  remaining  due. 
-^Orde^ed. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  for  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  commissioDers 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  King^s 
quit  reats  and  crown  lands  in  Ice- 
land. It  was  his  intention  hen^- 
af^er  to  submit  a  motion  foe  mak« 
ieg  the  crown  lands  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  available  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debu 
'  In  Ireland  tbe  quit  rents  amounted 
to  between  6^»00Q/.  and  63,000/. 
a  year,  and  if  they  were  now 
put  up  to  said,  be  was  iufonned 
that  they  would  produce  nearly 
2,000,000/.  He  should  be  able  to 
show  that  for  the  last  century  the 
crown  Unds  had  been  of  little  or 
no  value  to  the  country,  instead  of 
being  applied,  as  was  the  intention 
of  the  act  of  Anoe,  to  the  relief  of 
the  burdens  of  the  people.  Besides, 
the  copy  of  the  report^  the  hon. 
gentleman  moved  for  an  account 
of   the  sums    deiived    from    the 
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crown  lands   and  quit  rents   laid 
out  in  3  per  cent,  stock,  and  a 
statenae&t  df  the  amoFdnt  rereived_ 
in  eadh  year^  from  1798   to  the 
present  time^ 

Mr.  Goulburfif  without  opposing 
tbe  motinii,  begged  to  remind  the 
boQoursble  gentleman  of  th^  a6t 
of  last  session,  brought  in  by  a 
right  honourable  friend,  one  of  tbe 
comtnissioiiers  for  tbe  purpose  of 
effecting,  in  a  great  degree,  the 
object  of  tbe  honourable  member 
for  Aberdeen.  Tbe  first  purpose 
was  to  ascertain  the  quit-rente  due, 
and  then  to  apply  them.  The 
money  was  to  be  paid  into  (he  Ex- 
chequer,  te  be  laid  out  in  stock, 
aXMl  not  to  be  transferred  but  under 
the  sanction  of  parliament. 

-Mr.  Hvme  was  well  aware  of 
the  act  referred  to^  but  by  the 
Mth  and  d9tb  Geo.  III.,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  quit  rents  s^hoold 
be  sold,  but  it  did  not  follow  that 
because  tbe  house  passed  a  bill  it 
was  carried  into  efibcU  The  sale 
oa^t  to  be  absolute  and  imme- 
duite,  and'  the  money  not  disposed 
in  such  a  way  that  it  coald  be  ap'^ 
plied  by  any  needy  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer. 

Mr.  GomUmm  added,  that  the 
pnneipel  object  of  the  bill  of  last 
session  was  to  facilitate  the  meads 
of  sale.  Perhaps  the  honourable 
gentleman  might  be  able  to  sug<* 
gest  some  method  by  whioh  pur* 
chasers  could  be  compelled  to  come 
into  the  market.  That  was  yet 
neressury. 

The  papers  required  by  Mr. 
Home  were'  then  ordered. 

Mr.^  Hume  refbrred  to  tbe  man- 
ner in  which  the  two  exchequers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireknd  bad 
been  consolidated  and  united  some 
years  ago,  applauding  tbe  measure 
as  calculated  to  save  money  to  the 


conntry.  He  saw  no  reason  wh\' 
the  same  plan  should  not  be  pur- 
sued with  regard  to  all  the  other 
departments  as  was  now  the  case 
with  Scotland.  A  paper  laid  upoli 
tbe  table  last  year  shewed  the 
enormous  salaries  of  an  immense 
nnmfoer  of  persons  dependent  upoii 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  expense 
might  be  saved  if  the  system  he 
recommended  were  adopted*  He 
should  hereafter  bring  forward  a 
proposition  with  this  object,  to  re- 
move the  ford-Ueutenancy  and  all 
offices  connected  with  it  to  Lon- 
don. Ho  was  anxious,  pafiicolarly, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  ©(Bee  of  vice^treascrrer  of 
Ireland,  a  useless  expense  of  be- 
tween 7,000/.  and  6,0007.  a  year, 
and  for  which  nothing  was  done. 
The  right  honourable  gantleftWHp 
who  now  filled'  that  sinecufe  passed 
half  bis  time  in  tbe  house  of  com«- 
mons,  voting  for  mihistdi's,  and  one 
quarter  of  it  in  Derry  5  devoting 
scarcely  a  mouth  in  the  year  t6 
the  public  service.  Mr.  Hume 
also  complained  of  the  manner  in 
which  persons  obtaining  large  pen- 
sions on  the  consolidation  of  the 
two  exchequers,  bi^d  been  named 
to  other  lucrative  situations  with- 
out any  diminotion  of  tbe  annuities 
they  were  allowed ;  and  moved  for 
copies  of  any  correspondence  be- 
tween the  chief  secretary  for  Inii» 
land  and  the  chancellor  of  th^ 
exchequer,  respecting  tlie  office  ni 
vice-treasurer,  and  of  any  wal- 
rants  issued  to  him  for  the  pay^* 
nient  of  salaries. —Ordered; 

Mr.  Lilshington  moved^  thiit 
such  part  of  the  iords  commrssioii^ 
ers'  speech  as  related  to  a  redoction 
in  the  estimates  of  the  year  shootd 
be  considered  in  a  committed  of 
tbe  whole  bouse  to-nfmrow. 
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Mn  Hume  begged  to  ask  if  the 
right  honourable  secretary  could 
conveniently  place  the  particular 
items  of  reduction  before  the  house. 
He  wished,  without  waiting  for  the 
estimates  iu  full,  to  have  the  last 
year's  amount,  and  the  amount  to 
be  taken  for  the  present  year, 
given,  upon  those  points  of  expen- 
diture as  to  which  reduction  was 
intended. 

Mr.  LushingtoH  said,  that  he 
was  prepared  at  the  then  moment 
to  put  the  whole  of  the  estimates 
before  the  house,  if  the  forms  of 
parliament  did  not  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Wm.  Smith  moved  for  an 
account  of  all  extents  in  aid  issued 
by  the  exchequer  since  February 
1822. 

The  West  India  trade  bill  then 
went  through  a  committee. — Re- 
port to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  move  on  the  morrow  for  a 
return  of  the  stipends  of  the  clergy 
of  Scotland  from  the  year  1750  to 
the  present  day. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

House  of  CommofUy  Feb.  12. — 
Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Herries  took 
the  oaths  and  their  seats. 

Mr.  T.  JVilson  moved  for  an 
account  of  the  number  of  persons 
who  had  been  confined  for  debt  in 
the  King's  Bench,  the  Fleet  pri- 
son, and  the  other  prisons  in  the 
metropolis,  from  the  dlst  of  De- 
cember, 1819,  to  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1822;  also  for  a  return  of 
the  persona  discharged  under  the 
new  insolvent  act,  with  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  their  debts,  and 
of  the  assets  received  to  meet 
them;  also  for  an  account  of  the 
persons  Bnally  remanded  by  the 
insolvent  court. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Freemantle  brought  up  the 
report  of  the   committee  on  the 


West  India  and  American  colonies 
trade  act. 

The  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee were  then  agreed  to,  and  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  founded 
upon  them. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  FhilMmarey 
this  bill  was  read  a  first,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Maberly  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  and  trades- 
men of  Abingdon,  in  the  county 
of  Berks,  against  the  insolvent 
debtors*  act. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Goulbum^ 
the  Irish  yeomanry  act  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr,  fVallace  rose  in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  he  had  given,  to  move 
for  the  revival  of  the  committee 
of  last  session,  to  consider  of  the 
best  means  of  improving  and  ex- 
tending the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country.  He  made  this  motion  not 
merely  upon  the  general  grounds 
that  the  commerce  of  the  country 
was  likely  to  receive  important  ad- 
vantages from  the  labours  of  such 
a  committee,  but  also  upon  a  spe- 
cial reason  arising  out  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  com- 
mittee had  separated  at  the  close 
of  last  session.  He  was  sure  that 
the  house  would  recollect  that, 
when  the  dock  system  was  first 
established  in  this  country,  certain 
exclusive  privileges  were  granted 
to  those  who  expended  their  capital 
in  promoting  it.  Those  privileges, 
however,  were  only  granted  for  a 
limited  period,  and  at  present  many 
of  them  were  about  to  expire. 
The  first  to  expire  were  those 
granted  to  the  West  India  Dock 
Company:  and  that  body,  con- 
teniplating  their  approaching  ex- 
piration,  had  presented  a  petition 
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to  parliament,  praying  for  their 
farther  continuance.  That  petition 
bad  "been  met  by  others,  of  which 
the  prayer  was  directly  the  re- 
verse; and  these  conflicting  peti- 
tions bad  been  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee 
upon  foreign  trade.  The  commit- 
tee, feeling  the  importance  of  the 
question,  not  merely  as  it  related 
to  individuals,  but  also  as  it  affect- 
ed the  commercial  interests  of  the 
country  at  large,  thought  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  suspend  the  examin- 
ation of  the  subject  upon  which 
they  were  then  engaged,  and  to  de- 
vote their  time  and  their  attention 
to  the  inquiry  which  the  house 
had  intrusted  to  its  care.  In  con- 
sequence, they  prosecuted  that  in- 
quiry with  the  utmost  diligence, 
and,  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
collected  all  the  evidence  which 
was  material  to  it.  By  the  time, 
however,  that  such  evidence  was 
collected,  the  session  was  nearly 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  the 
committee  then  felt  that  they  had 
neither  time,  nor  indeed,  owing  to 
many  members  having  left  town 
for  the  country,  numbers  sufficient 
to  offer  an  opinion  upon  it  that  was 
likely  to  prove  satisfactory  either 
to  the  house  or  to  the  nation  in 
general.  That  consideration  led 
them  to  defer  the  delivery  of  their 
opinion  to  the  /present  session, 
when  they  trusted  that  they  should 
be  re-appointed,  and  when  they 
were  more  likely  to  come  to  a  just 
and  satisfactory  decision,  from  the 
greater  length  of  time  in  which 
they  would  have  to  form  it.  Such, 
then,  was  the  situation  in  which 
the  question  rested  at  present. 
Evidence  had  been  collected  and 
materials  for  decision  had  been 
prepared ;  it  remained  only  for  the 
house  to  place  the  committee  once 


more  in  such  a  situation  as  would 
enable  it  to  give,  and  the  house  to 
receive,  the  opinions  which  it  had 
derived  from  a  thomugh  exainin- 
ation  of  the  whole  subject.  Hav- 
ing stated  this  special  ground  for 
the  re-appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  deemed  it  totally  unne- 
cessary to  enter  into  any  of  the 
general  grounds.  The  principal 
objects  to  which  the  committee 
had  directed  its  attention  were  well 
known  to  the  house ;  the  course  of 
its  inquiries  was  also  known ;  and 
the  result  of  them  had  been  in 
some  instances  brought  before  it 
in  a  legislative  shape  ;  and  there- 
fore all  that  the  committee  had 
done,  and  all  that  it  intended  to 
do,  rendered  it  quite  unnecessary 
for  him  to  go  at  any  length  into  a 
discussion  of  such  a  nature.  Nei- 
ther did  he  feel  it  to  be  more 
necessary  to  enter  into  any  de- 
tailed account  of  the  export  trade 
of  the  country;  indeed,  at  the 
present  moment,  the  materials  for 
such  a  discussion  were  not  in  his 
possession.  Still,  in  bringing  for- 
ward a  motion  like  the  present,  he 
could  not  avoid  calling  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  very  different 
situation  in  which  the  commerce 
of  the  country  now  stood,  from 
that  in  which  it  stood  at  the  time 
when  this  committee  was  first  of 
all  appointed.  At  that  time  great 
distress  pervaded  the  nation,  and 
a  general  feeling  of  despondency 
prevailed  among  all  ranks  and 
classes  of  society.  The  general 
exports  of  the  country  in  tbe  four 
years  from  1815  to  1819  had  de- 
creased fourteen  millions  in  official 
value;  and  he  took  the  official 
rather  than  the  actual  value,  be* 
cause  the  official  value  was  the 
measure  of  quantity,  and  because 
it  was  from  quacUty  that  the  best 
meslfture 
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msasure  was  cWrive^  of  the  eii)* 
pipyment  ^(forded  Ui  the  different 
classes  of  the  community.  In  the 
year  from  the  5th  pf  January 
1819,  to  the  i»th  of  January  19^0, 
the  export  trade  fell  no  less  than 
eleven  millions;  and  in  looking 
at  that  part  of  it  which  yfn^  mor^ 
completely  pf  British  and  Irish  mar* 
qufaoUire,  he  found  that  the  differ- 
ence in  fgiur  years  vfas  8,4H,711/. 
and  that  in  the  y^ar  froni  dth  of 
January  1820,.  to  5tb  of  January 
18S1»  there  was  a  decrease  of 
^fi%9fi29f.  Nobpdy,  iberefor^, 
could  be  ^rprised  tl^^t  at  that 
period  the  industry  of  the  country 
appeared  to  be  ip  a  state  pf  tho 
utmost  depressioa^bat  our  ma^ 
Dufacturers  were  most  of  theiQ  \\n^ 
employed — that  our  agrieuUuristii 
weriQ  many  Qf  them  embarrassed, 
and  that  the  comUry,  to  use  a 
phrase  which  he  recollected  an 
hpq.  frifud  ^f  his  bad  eipployed  in 
pr^enting  a  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  London,  exhibited  all 
the  appearance  of  a  dying  na^oiu 
Though  the  condition  of  ^e  agri- 
Quitural  interest  was  not  at  present 
as  favourable  as  he  <rpuld  wish, 
still  i^  was  most  satisfactory  |q 
him  to  have  it.  in  his  power  to 
state,  that  not  only  did  the  ex- 
ports of  last  year  exceed  those 
of  all  ^e  years  ^o  which  be  had 
just  beex>  alluding,  but  also  those  of 
the  ix|o^t  flourishing  year  which 
the  country  had  kao^a  during  all 
tha  continuance  of  ^h^  war*  la 
all  the  material  articles,  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  there  iiad  been 
a  ipaterial  increase.  The  export 
of  cotton  had  in^reas^  10  per 
cent;  of  hardwait),  17  percent.; 
of  lineps,  12  per  cent.;  and  of  wool* 
lens,  13  per  cent.;  and  the  aggre- 
gate exports  of  1822  exceeded 
thof»e  of  1820,  20  per  cent,  and 


tliose  of  1821*  7  per  cent*  ootwitb'*  * 
standing  a  deduction  was  to  be 
made  from  the  exports  of  one  gr^( 
article — reBned  sugar,  owing  to 
a  prohibitory  decre?  of  Russiaf 
ami>unUng  at  least  to  35  per  cent* 
Such  wa^  the  state  of  the  export 
trade  at  the  present  moment ;  and 
he  did  not  know  that  any-  stronger 
reason  could  be  given  for  the  re^ 
vival  of  the  committee  on  foreign 
trade,  than  that  which  the  flou-* 
rishing  state  of  that  trade  naturally 
suggested.  It  could  not  fail  to 
strike  the  observatjop  of  every 
member  in  the  hous^t  tha(  we  held 
that  trade  at  the  present  moment 
upon  a  very  different  tenure  from 
that  upon  which  we  held  it  during 
th^  war.  A^  that  time  we  were 
almost  the  only  nation  in  the 
world  that  had  any  foreign  trade 
at  all ;  at  present  we  had  to  stand 
against  the  competition  of  every 
other  nation ;  and  happy  was  he 
to  perceive  (bat  we  could  stand 
against  it  with  every  prospect  of 
success.  To  xnake  that  prospect 
even  more  aatisfactotry  than  it  waA 
at  present,  nothing  more  was  ne« 
cessary  than  to  institute  a  revision 
of  our  commercial  aystem,  to  re-* 
move  the  greater  part  of  our  prohi- 
bitory laws  and  restrictions,  and 
lo  pat  ourselves  in  a  situation  that 
would  enable  us  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  chances  and  contingenoi^ 
which  the  state  of  the  world  seem- 
ed ready  to  open  to  the  commer- 
ciat  skill  and  enterprise  of  Eng- 
land, On  many  of  the  subjects 
whi^b  bad  been  originally  submit- 
ted to  the  cpnsid^tion  of  the 
cooMniUee,  the  opinions  of  the 
committee  had  been  d^ekred  to 
the  hoase,  and  the  house  had 
adopted  such  measures  upon  them 
as  seemed  best  suited  to;  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case^     If  there 
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faltd  kmt  }r«t  been  sufficient  time  far 
ibe  country  to  rtop  any  great  bene« 
its  from  those  meastkres,  there  had 
still  been  suilicient  time  to  show 
that  nose  of  the  evib  which  it  waA 
predicted  would  arise  from  them 
had   been   realised.     Whilst  they 
had  released  the  niivigation  laws 
from  the  mass  of  useless  legisla- 
tion by  which  they  had  been  for- 
merly incttmbered,  it  was  grati* 
fying  to  obeefve,  that  the  naviga- 
tion of  the   country    had   not  at 
all  diminished,  and  that  the  effects 
which    it    had    been  confidently 
stated  would  occur  with  regard  t6 
one  particular  branch  of  our  trade 
had  by  no  means  taken  place.    Hi 
had  had  a  paper  recently  placed 
in  his  hands,  Which  showed  that 
instead  of  the  Levant  trade  cbming 
through  Holland  into  the  ports  of 
this  country,  as  hiMi  been  predicted, 
English  vessels  were  now  actually 
exporting  articled  of  that    trade 
from  British  ports  to  those  of  Hol- 
landi   They  had  likewise  been  told, 
that  the    Norway  triide,  US  also 
thai  of  the  Ncirtb  American  colo- 
nies, would  be  cut  up  by  the  roots, 
if  the  measures  formerly  proposed 
were  carried  into  execution.  They 
had  been  carried  into  execution ; 
and   fhim   information   which   he 
had  received,  he  could  now  Hc- 
qoaint  the  house,  thiit  the  Norway 
trade  bad  tetually  increiued   the 
last  year-^that  debts  there  which 
bad  bd^n  thought  desperate  had 
recently  been  recovered-* and  that 
the    North  American   trade  had 
been  extended,  instead  of  under- 
going  the  diminution  which   had 
been  so  loodly  threatened.    The 
eominittee  had  also  been  instructed 
to  look  at  the  great  question  of 
opening   ferther    facilities  to  our 
commerce  with  the  EctSt.     They 
had    consequently    taken    it  into 


their  consideration,  and  had  ofibred 
their  opinions  upon  it  to  the  house, 
which  were  found  to  concur  with 
those  formed  by  a  committee  of 
thd  other  house  of  parliament,  that 
had    been,  deliberating  upon  the 
same    tabject.     -The  advantages 
which  had  been  anticipated  from 
the  measures  Which  they  had  pro- 
posed to  thb  house  had  not  proved 
90  great  as  had  been  expected; 
but  still    considerable    advantage 
had   been  derived   fVom  allowing 
English  ships,  of  a  certain  burden, 
to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
with  fbr^igd  ships,  and  to  sail  di- 
ntt  from  our  ports  to  India.    The 
committM  Wa^  desirohs  that  the 
same  privilege  should  be  extended 
to  all  deicHptions  df  ships,   but 
they  could  riot  recommend  such 
a  measure  to  be  adopted,  as  they 
were  bound  down  by  a  specific  act 
of  pcirliameht,  which,  in  common 
fairness  to  the  East  India  Company, 
ought  not  to  be  infringed.      He 
trusted,  however,  that  that  great 
body,  which  received  so  much  be- 
nefit from   the  act    in    question, 
would  at  an  early  period  evince  a 
disposition  to  make  some  conces- 
sion from  its  strict  rights  to  the 
general  good   of  the  community. 
The  last  snbj^ct  on    which   the 
committee  Was  insthicted   to  in- 
quire, was  the  burdens  imposed  oh 
the  shipping  of  the  country.    That 
snbject  had  not  been  neglected  by 
rJie  committee ;  and  he  felt  great 
pleasnre    in    now     reinming    his 
thanks  to  one  great  corporation 
for    the    alacrity    and  zeal  with 
which  it  had  cctrned  the   recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  into 
effect.     In  consequence  of  foreign 
ships   being  placed  hiore    nearly 
tipon  a  footing  with  our  own,  many 
of  them  had  already  sought  in  dan- 
gerous weather  a  shelter  in  our 
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ports  ;  and  if  oae  of  the  many 
vessels  which  had  formerly  been 
scared  from  our  coasts  by  the 
heavy  duties  which  they  had  to 
pay  on  entering  our  harbours,  had 
been,  or  should  be  saved  from 
shipwreck  by  such  an  alteration 
in  our  commercial  policy,  the  la- 
bours of  the  committee  would,  in 
their  pwn  opinion,  and  that  of  all 
good  men,  be  amply  repaid.  Va- 
luable as  all  the  measures  to  which 
he  had  been  just  alluding  had 
proved  to  the  country,  they  were 
not  more  valuable  than  the  decla- 
rations which  they  bad  elicited 
from  the  government  and  from,  the 
house,  of  the  real  principles  on 
which  they  thought  that  British 
commerce  ought  to  rest — namely, 
that  they  ought  to  get  rid  of  the  old 
restrictive  system  of  commerce, 
and  to  adopt  in  its  stead  one  more 
liberal  in  its  nature  and  more  be- 
neficial to  the  intercourse  of  fo- 
reign nations  with  this  country. 
Those  declarations  had  had  their 
full  weight  both  at  home  and 
abroad;  they  had  already  made 
several  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
more  liberal  in  their  commercial 
restrictions ;  many  countries  had 
already  placed  English  ships  on 
the  same  footing  with  tlieir  own, 
and  had  shown  a  disposition  to  act 
towards  us  on  a  sy tern  of  complete 
reciprocity.  He  was  convinced 
that  we  could  adopt  the  principle 
of  reciprocity  with  perfect  safety 
to  the  navigation  of  the  country. 
For  bis  own  part,  he  had  no  doubt 
upon  the  subject,  and  be  trusted 
that  in  a  short  time  the  country 
would  have  none  also.  He  was 
aware,  however,  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  they  had  to  struggle  at 
every  step  in  their  endeavours  to 
arrive  at  a  free  trade-^difliculties 
which  arose,  not  merely  from  old 


and  antiquated  prejudices,  whicfa, 
he  trusted,  would .  g^dually  fade 
away,  but  also  from  a  morbid 
sensibility  incident  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  this,  and,  he  believed, 
of  every  other  country — that  every 
advantage  granted  to  the  foreigner 
was  a  positive  injury  to  themselves. 
He  was  as  much  allied  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  manufacturer  as 
any  man  could  be;  but  in  dis* 
cussing  a  great  question  in  which 
all  the  interests  of  the  country 
were  concerned,  he  must  be  con- 
vinced, before  he  was  persuaded 
to  yield  to  their  remonstrancest 
that  it  was  a  real  danger  which 
they  feared,  and  not  a  mere  idle 
alarm,  or  visionary  apprehension. 
He  therefore  trusted  that  while 
the  house  shewed  a  readiness  to 
give  the  protection  that  was  at  all 
times  due  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country,  it  would 
also  remember  its  duty  to  the  na« 
tion  at  large,  and  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  all  the  com- 
munity. The  right  honourable 
gentleman  then  concluded. amidst 
loud  cheering,  by  moving  that  a 
select  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  means  of  improving 
and  extending  the  foreign  trade  of 
the  country,  and  to  report  from 
time  to  time  their  opinions  .and 
observations  thereon  to  the  house. 
Mn  Barifig  said  the  merits  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
were  fully  appreciated  by  the  mer- 
chants of  London,  and  there  was 
but  one  opmion  amongst  them,  and 
that  was — that  since  the  first  es- 
tablisbment  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
all  the  exertions  of  all  its  former 
presidents  were  not,  when  united, 
equal  to  those  which  had  been 
made  by  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman alone, .  during  the  time  he 
had  filled  that  office  with  so  much 
honour 
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honour  to  himself,  and  so  much 
advantage  to  the  commuoity  at 
large. 

Mr.  Rkardo  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  bis  tribute  of  re^ 
spect  to  the  merits  of  tlie  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  so 
lately  filled  the  office  of  president 
of  the  Board  of  Trade.  He  had 
heard  his  very  flattering  account 
of  the  export  trade  of  the  country. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  ex- 
ports were  greater  now  than  they 
had  been  during  the  most  flourish- 
ing year  of  the  war.  It  ought 
likewise  to  be  stated,  that  during 
the  war  our  great  foreign  exports 
went  to  meet  our  great  foreign 
expenditure ;  whereas  at  present 
we  received  valuable  returns  for 
every  thing  we  exported. 

Mr.  Butterworth  begged  leave 
to  add  his  testimony  of  respect  to 
tiioee  which  had  already  been  paid 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  merely  to  ex- 
press his  deep  regret  that  the 
country  was  likely  to  lose  the  ser- 
vices of  the  right  honourable  gen« 
tleman  (Mr.  Wallace),  who  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  had  devoted 
his  attention  so  beneficially  to  the 
public. 

Mr.  Canning  cordially  agreed  in 
what  had  just  fallen  from  the  hon. 
member  for  Aberdeen ;  he  regret- 
ted as  much  as  any  man,  that  any 
circumstances  had  occurred  to  in- 
duce his  right  honourable,  friend 
(Mr.  Wallace)  to  withdraw  his  aid 
from  his  Majesty's  government. 
What  those  circumstances  were, 
was  not,  perhaps,*  a  fit  subject  for 
discussion :  he  could  only  say,  that 
there  was  no  member  of  adminis- 
tration who  did  not  join  with  him 
in  i^ipreciating  most  highly  the 
talenU  and  utility  of  the  coadjutor 
they  were  about  to  lose :  all  felt 


towards  him  the  same  degree  of 
cordiality  which  he  (Mr.  Canning) 
expressed.  Though  feelings  of 
delicacy  and  some  private  matters 
might  induce  his  right  honourable 
•friend  to  relinquish  the  situation 
he  now  held,  no  effort  should  be 
left  untried  on  the  part  of  the 
King's  government  to  replace  him 
in  an  office  equal  to  his  high  abi- 
lities and  eminent  services.  ^ 

The  question  was  then  put,  and 
the  committee  was  re-appointed. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  a  sub- 
ject of  peculiar  delicacy  and  im- 
portance, but  in  doing  so  he  would 
only  occupy  a  few  minutes.  With- 
out now  entering  into  the  merits 
of  the  case,  he  was  anxious  to 
state  specifically  the  present  con. 
dition  of  the  question,  and  to  ask 
ministers  what  course  they  intended 
to  pursue.  The  commissioners 
appointed  in  1814  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  ministers  and  offi- 
cers of  courts  of  justice  in  Ireland, 
had  made  various  reports;  they 
had  done  their  duty  honestly  and 
earnestly,  and  had  accomplished  a 
great  public  benefit.  The  partico* 
lar  report  afllecting  the  question 
now  before  the  house  was  pre- 
sented in  April  1821 ;  and  it  was 
soon  afterwards  returned  to  the 
lord  chief  baron  of  Ireland,  as  it 
included  charges  against  him  of 
the  gravest  importance:  the  im- 
putation was  no  less  than  this — 
that  as  a  judge  he  had  been  guilty 
of  extortion  upon  the  suitors  of  the 
court,  by  taking  from  them  in  the 
shape  of  fees  that  which  was  not 
due,  more  than  was  due,  or  what 
was  not  due  at  the  time  it  was 
taken.  In  June  1821,  he  (Mr.  S. 
Rice)  had  moved  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions founded  upon  the  report, 
but  they  were  suspended  at  the 
request 
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request  of  the  Marqub  of  London* 
derry,  who  subsequently  moved  for 
a  select  committee,  which  made  a 
report  that  the  justification  of  the 
chief  baron  upon  certain  parts  of 
the  charges  was  not  satiafactoryy 
and  that  upon  others  farther  in- 
formation   was    necessary.      The 
noble  marquis  was  understood  to 
have    pledged    himself  that    the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
competent  axitborities  in   Ireland; 
and   in  May   1822,   it  was    sent 
back  to  the  commissioners  of  in- 
quiry.     Their    report   upon    the 
charges  was  again  transmitted  to 
the  chief  baron ;  and  in  reply  that 
learned  lord  had  transmitted  a  let- 
ter, which  was  upon  the  table  of 
the  house.     TbuS)  then,  the  ques- 
tion now  stood :  a  charge  had  been 
made,  the  learned  lord  bad  pleaded 
not  guilty,  and  had  put  in  a  justi- 
iicalion,  and  the  two  parties  were 
at  issue.     Although  he  (Mr.  Rice) 
at    the  end  of  last  session    bad 
given  notice  that  he  would  bring 
the  subject  under  discussion  in  the 
present,  yet  in  a  matter  of  this  de- 
Ucacy  and  magnitude,  he  held  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  government 
not  to  statid  by  as  neutrals,  but 
either  to  protect  the  character  of 
the  judge,   if  falsely  accused^  or 
the  administration  of  justice,    if 
improperly  discharged.    He  moved 
for    copies  of  all  correspondence 
since  last  session  upon  the  ninth 
and  eleventh  report  of  the  com- 
missioners   of    inquiiy  regarding 
the  charges  against  Chief  Baron 
O'Grady. 

Mr,  G&ulbum  was  confident 
that  the  honourable  member  must 
anticipate  the  reply  he  should  give 
tA  the  inquiry  contained  in  what 
had  been  just  stated,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  house  would  concor  in 
the  propriety  of  the  course  govern- 


ment thought  itself  called  upon  to 
pursue.  For  ministers  to  proceed 
in  the  accusation,  would  in  his 
opinion  be  to  make  this  solemn 
question  a  party  matter,  and  would 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
rests of  justice*  He  did  not  say 
that  cases  might  not  oOcur  in* 
which  the  government  would  be 
called  upon  to  interpose,  but  be 
contended  that  the  present  was 
not  one  of  them.  It  hud  been 
begun  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Limerick  (Mr.  Rice)^  he  had 
persevered  in  it  through  several 
sessions,  and  ha  had  even  this 
night  followed  it  up  by  moving  for 
additional  documents.  The  charge 
could  not  be  in  better  hands^ 

Mr.  Ahtrcromby^  after  referring 
to  what  had  formerly  fallen  from 
him  upon  this  subject^  contended 
that  the  Marquis  of  Londonderry, 
by  the  proceeding  h^  had  reeom- 
mended,  and  by  the  Committee  he 
had  appointed,  had,  in  point  of  fact, 
adopted  this  accusation.  There 
was  no  duty  more  important  than 
for  a  government  to  watch  over 
the  due  administration  of  justice, 
by  which  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple were  so  especially  guarded.  If 
the  honourable  member  for  Lime^ 
rick  would  take  his  advice,  he 
would  recommend  him  to  drop  the 
subject,  in  order  to  see  if  mimstera 
would  venture  to  remain  passive 
spectators. 

Mr.  Peel  declared  most  solemnly 
that  he  thought  the  ends  of  jod- 
tice  would  be  best  promoted  by 
leaving  the  case  in  the  hands  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had 
originally  undertaken  it.  He  and 
other  members  of  goveriMnedt 
were  desirous  of  the  most  patieilt 
and  impartial  altentioa  to  whac 
ever  the  honourable  gentleman 
might  bring  fivward. 

Mr. 
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Mr*  C,  Grant  thought,  how^ver^ 
that  the  best  courae  which  couldr 
be  taken  at  present,  would  be  to 
refer  the  whole  matter  to  a  com- 
mittae  anew. 

Mr.  l^yumy  at  some  length,  wont 
through  the  various  steps  which 
had  been  taken  in  the  transaction. 
No  deubt  the  case  was  one  which 
demanded  foil  investigation ;  but 
he  thought  it  better  that  the  hon. 
geadeioan  should  pursue  it,  than 
that  government  should  take  it  up« 

Mr.  Spring  Rice  did  not  mean 
to  assert  that  the  late  Lord  Lon* 
donderry  had  directly  pledged 
either  himself  or  the  government  b} 
moving  for  the  committee ;  but 
certainly  the  noble  marquis'  re- 
ferring the  matter  to  a  committee 
of  his  own  nomination,  was  the 
moat  extraordinary  step  which 
routd  be  conceived  towards  leaving 
it  entirely  in  his  (Mr.  S.  Rice's) 
hands.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  responsibility  which  the  right 
honourable  the  late  secretary  for 
Ireland  seemed  to  throw  upon  him  ; 
but  he  thought  that  it  would  be 
lessening  the  dignity  of  the  proceed* 
ing  to  consider  it  as  promoted  by 
any  individual,  and  not  by  the 
government. 

It  ^Bfi  then  ordered  that  the 
eorreq>ondence  should  be  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Hume,  in  bringing  forward 
hia  motion  upon  this  subject,  pro- 
mised that  he  should  be  brief,  be- 
cause  he  anticipated  no  opposition. 
The  motion  which  he  now  brought 
forward  was  for  a  return  of  the 
stipends  received  by  the  Scottish 
clergy;  ^o  meant  ihat  the  clergy, 
who  were  about  nine  hundred  and 
forty  in  number,  should  be  divided 
(as  to  stipend)  into  four  classes,  the 
wm*imMm  and  mnisnum  of  each 
class  being   given;     and  by   this 


means  a  tolerably  accurate  notion 
of  each  individual's  income  mightf 
be  obtained,  without  the  embar- 
rassment of  extended  detail,  or  the 
sacrifice  of  personal  feeling.  He 
wished  to  see  that  account,  in 
order  that  he  might  compare  the 
salaries  of  1750  with  those  paid 
daring  the  last  tliree  years.  Mr. 
Hume  then  moved,  that  there 
should  belaid  upon  the  table, — Istj 
a  return  of  the  number  of  parishes  in 
Scotland,  of  the  number  of  churches 
in  each,  and  of  the  number  of  cler«> 
gymen ;  by  which  it  would  appear, 
he  said,  Uiat  the  Scottish  clergy 
were  resident,  in  opposition  to  the 
course  pursued  by  their  brethren 
of  England ;  2dly,  for  a  return  of 
the  annual  value,  in  money,  of  the 
stipends  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland 
during  the  last  three  years,  exclu- 
sive of  the  manse,  the  offices,  and 
the  glebe;  Sdly,  for  the  same  re» 
turn  according  to  an  account  taken 
in  the  year  1700. 

Mr,  Peel  had  his  doubts  whe« 
ther  the  account  called  for  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  could  be 
made  out  without  application  to 
each  particular  clergyman.  He 
wished  that  the  honourable  gentle* 
man  would,  at  all  events,  with- 
draw his  motion  until  the  possi- 
bility of  complying  with  it  should 
be  ascertained. 

Mr.  Hume  was  surprised  that 
any  gentleman,  in  the  right  hon. 
secretary's  situation,  should  be  ig- 
norant that  there  was  an  office  in 
Scotland,  called  the  Teind  Office, 
which  was  in  possession  of  the  in« 
come  of  every  clergyman  in  the 
country.  Even  if  there  were  a  ne- 
cessity for  sending  round  to  every 
parish,  he  did  not  see  why  that 
necessity  should  form  any  bar  to 
his  motion.  No  such  necessity, 
however,  did  exist. 

Mr. 
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AIt\  Peel  was  surprised  that» 
after  making  a  motion  quite  dif- 
ferent  from  bi$  notice  given,  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Hume) 
should  charge  him  with  ignorance 
of  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  had 
merely  proposed  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  suspend  his  motion  for 
fk  few  days,  until  the  practicability 
of  complying  with  it  could  be  as- 
certained ;  and  the  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  strength  of  a  private  refer- 
ence to  an  office  with  which  he 
(Mr«  Peel)  was  not  in  communica- 
tion,  came  forward  to  charge  him 
with  ignorance.  He  repeated  that 
the  honourable  gentleman's  motion 
differed  entirely  from  the  notice 
which  he  had  given. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  that  the  notice 
would  be  read. 

The  notice  was  then  read — ^for 
a  return  of  stipends  of  the  clergy 
of  Scotland  in  the  years  1750  and 

Mr.  Peel  doubted  whether  any 
return  for  the  year  1750  was  in 
existence. 

Sir  George  Clerk  wished  the  lion, 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Hume)  to 
give  some  time  for  inquiry.  The 
honourable  member  sat  down  by 
supporting  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Peel,  that  Mr.  Hume  had  brought 
forward  a  motion  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  his  notice. 

Mr.  Hume  said  that  his  motion 
was  the  same  in  effect  as  his  no- 
tice, but  that  in  the  notice  he  had 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  give 
the  details.  He  could  have  no 
objection  to  postpone  the  motion 
for  ten  days  or  twenty  days.  He 
wished,  however,  that  it  might  be 
entered  upon  without  unnecessary 
delay,  as  the  proceedings  arising 
out  of  it  would  occupy  time. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  moved  for 
a  writ  to  elect  a  new  member  for 


the  county  of  DorBCt,  in  the  place 
of  £dward  Berkeley  Portman,  Esq* 
deceased. 

A  similar  motion  was  made  for 
the  borough  of  Winchelsea,  in  the 
place  of  Lucius  Concannon,  Esq. 
deceased. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr»  Lushmg" 
toHf  that  the  house  do  resolve  it- 
self ii^to  a  committee  of  supply, 
.  Mr*  Hume  begged  to  say  a  very 
few  words.  He  had  been  pleased, 
and  indeed  every  man  in  the  house 
must  have  been  pleased,  with  the 
promises  held,  out  in  the  speech 
from  the  throne,  respecting  eco- 
nomy. But,  however  unpleasant 
it  was  to  doubt  the  words  of  the 
throne,  when  those  words  were 
formally  addressed  to  the  house  of 
commons,  he  felt  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  taking  that  dis« 
agreeable  course.  He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  select  from  royal 
speeches  past,  one  or  two  instances 
to  prove  how  httle  the  declarations 
of  ministers  in  such  speeches  w^ e 
to  be  relied  on:  he  said  the  *'  de- 
clarations of  ministers,"  because 
every  one  was  aware  that  it  was 
the  minister  who  spoke  from  the 
mouth  of  the  sovereign.  In  the 
year  1817)  after  a  speech  front 
the  throne  abounding  in  promises 
of  reduction  in  expenditure,  he 
found  that  the  estimates  for  the 
year  had  been  13,000,000/.  some 
hundred  thousands,  and  the  actual 
disbursements  14,000,000/.  some 
hundred  thousands  :  giving  an  ex- 
penditure over  the  estimates  of 
little  less  than  1,000,000/.  In 
the  year  1819,  again,  after  pro- 
mises of  reduction  in  our  naval  and 
military  establishments,  there  was 
an  increase  of  a  million  in  the  ex^ 
penditure  over  the  estimate — tlie 
estimate  being  14,300,000/.  and 
the  disbursement  15,1 55,000/. 
Again, 


FOREIGN     HISTORY. 


61 


Again,  in  the  year  1821,  after  the 
royal  speech  had  been  satisfied 
that  reduction  could  be  made  in  the 
military  establishment,  the  esti- 
mate was  14>30O,000/.  and  the  ex- 
penditure upwards  of  15,000,000/. 
In  spite,  therefore,  of  all  the  pro- 
testations of  economy,  it  appeared 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  year 
1821  was  more  than  200,000/. 
greater  than  that  of  the  year  1817  ; 
so  was  the  house  seduced  with 
hit  words  and  fair  promises,  until 
the  actual  amount  of  disbursement 
came  to  he  declared,  and  then 
it  appeared  that  there  had  been 
DO  reduction  whatever — no  real  de- 
crease of  the  burden  imposed  upon 
the  country.  It  was  the  duty, 
then,  of  the  house  to  look,  not 
at  the  sweet  and  honied  words 
of  ministers,  but  at  the  eventual 
result  of  their  measures ;  and  this 
brooght  him  to  the  speech  from 
the  throne  in  the  present  session, 
upon  which  he  was  anxious  to 
make  one  or  two  observations. 
The  speech  declared,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  that  the  estimates  of 
the  year  had  been  framed  with 
every  attention  to  economy.  This 
was  the  very  self-same  phrase 
which  had  gone  through  all  the 
speeches  for  the  last  20  years  ;  and 
the  bouse,  from  the  experience  of 
former  sessions,  would  judge  what 
value  was  to  be  attached  to  it. 
The  bon.  gent  then  proceeded 
with  calculations  meant  to  shew 
that  the  expenditure  of  the  year 
ending  January  1822,  exceeded 
that  of  the  year  1817.  But  from 
general  statement,  he  would 
come  to  particular  instances,  and 
one  example  would  be  as  good 
as  a  thousand,  of  the  improvi- 
dence  which  he  reprobated.  Let 
the  house  lo«>k  at  the  recent  ap- 
pointment of  Lord  George  Beres- 


ford  to  the  post  of  lieut-general 
of  the  ordnance.  Hon.  members 
would  recollect,  when  they  looked 
at  the  ordnance  estimates,  that 
the  charge  of  that  department 
had  increased  from  400,000/.  to 
1,200,000/.  a  year;  that  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  office  in  the  Tower 
had  risen  from  16,000/.  a  year  to 
48,000/.  and  that  the  pay  of  the 
lieut.-general  of  the  ordnance,  in- 
stead of  1100/.  a  year,  was  now 
1950/.  How  often  had  ministers 
declared  their  intention — their  de- 
sire— to  bring  down  salaries  as 
near  as  possible  to  the  level  of  the 
year  1792!  He  had  fbrborne  to 
press  the  reduction  of  the  lieut- 
general  of  the  ordnance*s  salary 
last  session,  because  it  might  have 
seemed  severe  upon  the  then  in- 
cumbent Sir  Hildebrand  Okes; 
but  who  had  ever  contemplated — 
who  could  ever  have  contemplated 
the  giving  the  existing  salary  to 
any  subsequently-appointed  officer  ? 
If  the  house  would  look  back  to 
the  13th  report  of  the  com- 
missioners of  military  inquiry, — 
a  commission  nominated  in  the 
years  1811  expressly  to  suggest 
measures  of  economy  in  the  -  mi- 
litary establishments  of  the  coun- 
try,— they  would  find  that  the 
office  of  lieutenant-general  of  the 
ordnance  was  deemed  unneces- 
sary— provided  the  attention  of 
the  master-general  of  the  ord- 
nance was  duly  given  to  his  charge, 
and  not  diveited  from  it  by  the  fact 
of  his  having  other  appointments 
to  attend  to.  There  had  certainly 
been  a  difference  of  opinion  upon 
this  point.  Lord  Moira  had  con- 
sidered the  office  of  lieutenant- 
general  superfluous  ;  Lord  Chat- 
ham had  held  it  to  be  useful ;  the 
commissioners,  on  deliberation, 
had  agreed  with  Lord  Moira.    But 
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with  that  report  of  the  year  1811 
upon  the  table  of  the  house,  with 
the  positive  declaration  of  the 
commissioners  that  they  considered 
the  office  uunecessavy ;  after  having 
.the  office  declared  unneeessary, 
even  in  time  of  war,  he  appealed 
to  parliament,  to  the  conntry,  to 
ministert  themselves,  upon  what 
ground  they  coald  jnetify  the  filling 
it  up  in  time  of  peace?  He 
would  trouble  the  house  no  farther 
upon  the  point  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. He  wished  to  guard  him* 
self  against,  beisg  supposed,  by 
any  thing  he  was  saying,  to  cast 
imputation  upon  th'e  noble  lord 
.who  now  filled  the  office  in  ques«- 
tion:  he  utKlersliood^  indeed,  that 
the  noble  lord  had  known  nothing 
of  the  arrangement  until  the  si- 
tuation was  pressed  upon  him. 
Ue  believed  thai  the  noble  lord's 
merits  as  an  officer  were  unrivaU 
ltd;  but  taking  them  to  be  so, 
th^  had  aot  been  forgotten  by  the 
country.  He  must  just  name  one 
or  two  ike  Is-  to  guard  himself 
against  being  toM  that  this  si- 
tuation was  given  to  the  noUe  lord 
aa  a  reward  of  his  signal  services^ 
He  wiebed  and  rejoiced  to  see  the 
iioble  lord  enjoying  all  tihe  honours 
aiftd  emoluments  which  he  had 
seteived  both  from  the  Portuguese 
government,  and  from  that  of  his 
own  country.  The  noble  lord,  on 
being  raised  to  the  peerage,  had 
obtained  a  pension  of  2000/.  a 
jpear.  Hie  (Mr.  Hume)  did  not 
grudge  that  pension.  He  thought 
it  only  right  that  when  tJhe  noble 
lord»  received  his  title,  he  should 
also  receive  something  to  enable 
iiiffi  to  support  it  But,  besides 
this  pension  of  tOOOL  a  year,  the 
noble  lord  was  governor  of  Jersey, 
an  appoiniinent  which  produced 
him   14?$/.   a  year;    he  was  a 


lieutenant-general  in  the  army,  ami 
a  colonel  of  a  re^ment,  situaiicuie 
which  gave  him  at  lei^  1000^.  a 
year  more ;  and  in  addition  to  these 
holdings,  by  the  gazette  of  three 
nights  bpck,  he  took  a  new  ap- 
pointment (the  utuation  declared 
a  useless  one)  of  1500/.  a  year. 
Notwithstanding  the  valour  and 
the  services  of  Lord  Beresford, 
which  he  of  all  men  would  be 
most  unwilling  to  disparage^  he 
could  not.  help  believing  that  he 
was  rather  indebted  for  his  ap^ 
pointment  to  this  office,  to  the 
enormous  influence  possessed  by 
his  family.  The  time  would 
shortly  arrive  when  he  should 
show  to  the  house  the  thousands 
and  the  tens  of  thousands  of  publio 
money  which  was  reeeived  by 
that  family,  and  particularly  from 
the  revenues  of  the  church-  in 
Ireland.  There  was  exercised  by 
them  somewhere  and  somehow, 
an  influence  which  he  had  ho  hesi- 
tation  in  saying  ought  to  be  di« 
miaished.  For  the  present,  however, 
he  believed  he  had  shown  enough 
to  convince  the  house  that  his 
Meiesty*s  ministers  were  bound  to 
explain  why,  in  contradiction  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee of  military  inquiry  for  the 
abolition  of  the  office  of  lieutenant- 
general,  they  had  thought  'fit  to 
continue  it.  It  waa  impeiattve 
upon  them  to  lay  before  the  house 
the  grounds  upon  which  they  had 
acted,  and  the  house  ought  not| 
and  he  hoped  would  not,  grant  the 
supplies,  until  the  information  he 
now  required  should  He  furnished. 
He  would  not  now  allude  to  the 
notions  which  the  finance  commit- 
tee might  have  entertained  upon 
the  subjects  but  he  had  taken  oc- 
casion to  consult  several  geatleraeli 
well  aeouainted  with  the  duties  of 
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the  office ;  tbey  were  unanimously 
of  opinion  that  it  was  altogether 
unnecessary.  If  he  chose  to  de- 
tail all  he  knew  upon  Che  sub- 
ject, the  house  would  see  how 
adequately  all  the  business  of  the 
department  was  conducted  by  the 
clerks,  when  the  Ijentanant-general 
was  absent ;  but  as  this  was  foreign 
to  th^  subject,  be  would  not  touch 
upon  it  at  present.  What  he 
wished  the  house  to  consider  was 
the  nature  and  necessity  of  the 
office.  The  public  expected,  from 
the  pledge  which  had  lately  been 
given,  that  a  rigid  economy  should 
be  practised  in  every  department : 
they  were  willing  to  grant,  with 
befitting  liberality,  all  that  was 
really  essential  to  the  state,  but 
they  had  a  right  to  demttod  that 
every  other  expense  should  be  cur« 
tailed.  Such  questions  as  that 
hefitre  the  house  had  hitherto  been 
carried  by  an  overwhelming  mar 
joriiy  on  the  part  of  ministers. 
Ue  hoped  now,  however,  to  have 
the  assistance  of  many  gentlemen 
who,  till  diis  day,  had  never  been 
awar»  of  the  consequences  of 
blindly  lottowing  those  leaders  by 
whom  they  bad  been  brought  into 
danger  andi  distress.  He  should 
therdbre  submit  the  following  mo- 
tinn  :  Resolved,  that  as  &  commit* 
tee  of  military  inquiry  had,  by 
their  report  made  in  the  year  181 1, 
stated,  that  in  their  belief,  and 
from  the  information  which  had 
been  given  them,  the  appointment 
of 'iieutenant<*general  of  the  ord- 
nance was  not  essential  to  the 
service,  this  house  is  of  opinion 
that  the  recent  appointment  is 
inconsistent  with  the  professions  of 
economy  itom  the  throne,  and  re- 
quires the  fullest  explanation  why 
that  appointment  has  been  made 
in  the  time  of  peace* 


Mr,  Cmming  asked  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  to 
put  this  as  an  amendment. 

Mr,  Hume  replied  In  the  affir- 
mative. 

The  Sp€aker  (hen  put  the  above^ 
rssolutioB. 

Mr.  Canning  would  subnit  8o 
tb#  house,  and  to  the  honoarable 
gentleman  himn^f,  whether  the 
question  was  in  such  a  shape  at 
this  moment  as  would  justify  hie 
pressing  it  He  would  appeal  t» 
the  honourable  gentleman  whether 
the  case  he  had  now  made  out  did 
not  involve  circumstances  more 
particularly  calling  for  deliberation. 
Ue  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
was  not  competent  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  pursue  the  course  he 
was  now  adopting ;  but  it  surely 
could  not  be  advisable  to  resort  to- 
tfae  extreme  remedy  of  stopping 
the  suppUes  until  he  obtained  an* 
answer  to  his  question,  without 
having  given  previous  notice  of 
his  intention  to  submit  it  to  the 
censideratton  of  the  house.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  thought 
fit  to  ascribe  Lord  Beresford's  ap- 
pointment to  the  parliamentMj 
influence  of  his  family.  He  would 
appeal  to  any  man  of  candour  tO' 
say  whether  the  ratik  and  services- 
of  that  gallant  officer  were  not 
mere  probable  reasons*  It  would 
be  recollected  with  whom  the  no*- 
mination  lay  ;  it  could  not  fail  to 
occur  to  gentlemen,  that  the  ties 
of  mutual  esteem,  of  long  ac*> 
quuntance,  of  Ibng  service  tege* 
ther,  of  companionship  in  arms 
and  glory,  must  have  had  no- 
small  effect  with  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington. Considering  these  things, 
no  candid  mind  would  hesitate  to 
admit,  that  other  motives  had 
operated  upon  the  noble  Duke 
than  those  which  had  been  sug- 
gested 
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geftted  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man; and  that,  whatever  weight 
the  parliamentary  influence  of  his 
family  might  have  had,  if  the  ap- 
pointment had  been  with  miniaters, 
those  considerations  could  not  apply 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  But 
he  would  do  more  than  offer  reason- 
ing on  the  subject ;  he  would  state 
two  facts — first,  that  it  had  been 
offered  to  a  noble  lord  to  whom 
the  same  objection  did  not  apply — 
he  meant  Lord  Hopetown;  and 
secondly,  it  had  been  offered  to 
Lord  Hill.  So  that  Lord  Beres- 
ford  came  the  third  upon  the  list ; 
and  the  same  motives  of  fellowship 
and  fitness  for  service  which  had 
placed  it  within  the  choice  of 
others,  gave  it  at  length  to  him. 
He  did  not  know  what  case  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  mean 
to  submit  to  the  house,  but  surely 
it  could  not  be  denied  that  pre- 
vious notice  was  necessary.  He 
took  no  shame  to  himself  for  being 
ignorant  of  the  details  of  that  de- 
partment; it  was  enough  for  him 
at  present  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  these  points — that 
there  had  been  no  previous  discon- 
tinuance— that  it  had  been  filled 
up  in  the  usual  course — that  it  had 
been  given  to  a  fit  man,  and  be- 
stowed by  an  authority  which  could 
be  the  least  fairly  suspected  of  those 
corrupt  motives  .which  were  sup- 
posed by  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  pervade  every  branch  of  the 
administration.  He  hoped  it  would 
be  thought  that  the  course  now 
proposed  was  not  that  which  ought 
to  be  adopted,  nor  consistent  with 
the  practice  of  parliament. 

Mr,  Brougham  felt  that  he  was 
obliged  to  oppose  his  honourable 
friend's  motion.  He  did  so  with 
regret;  but  the  question  was  one 
which  it  behoved  the  house  to  de- 


liberate upon  seriously ;  and  as 
this  could  not  be  done  without  the 
assistance  of  the  persons  of  that 
department  to  whom  it  belong<ed 
to  defend  the  appointment,  he 
wished  it  should  be  postponed  to 
a  period  when  their  presence 
could  be  ensured.  The  question 
did  not,  and  could  not,  apply  |)er« 
sonally  to  Lord  Beresford.  No 
man  could  be  more  ready  than  he 
was  to  admit  the  worth  and  ser-- 
vices  of  that  meritorious  officer. 
Nothing  could  be  more  natural 
than  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
should  feel  a  disposition  to  offer 
this  appointment  to  him,  as  well 
as  to  two  others  of  his  gallant 
companions  in  arms ;  but  still  the 
inforfnation  was  wanting  why  it 
was  given  to  ajiy  one.  He  should 
be  glad  if  his  honourable  friead 
would  postpone  his  motion  for  the 
present,  giving,  at  the  same  time, 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  it 
before  the  house  at  an  early  and 
more  convenient  opportunity.  He 
did  not  apprehend  that  the  delay 
would  be  at  all  injurious  to  the  ikte 
of  the  question,  because  it  would 
neither  preclude  its  revival  when 
it  might  be  thought  expedient, 
nor  would  it  in  the  mean  time 
relax  that  inquisitorial  attention 
which  the  house  and  the  country 
would  continue  to  keep  upon  the 
subject,  until  it  should  again  come 
to  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Hume  explained.  He  was 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  differ  from 
his  honourable  friend,  but  the 
house  was  really  in  no  way  taken 
by  surprise.  Any  gentleman  who 
remembered  what  he  said  in  the 
debates  of  1821  and  182)2  on  this 
subject,  must  know  that  the  va« 
cancy  was  then  regarded  as  one 
never  to  be  filled  up.  The  infor- 
mation he  asked  might  be  furnished 
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on  Fiidaj :  the  d«|ay  io  grant- 
ing the  supplies  would  be  only 
one  of  eight  and  forty  hours. 

Sir  R,  Fergusion  expressed  his 
c«teem  for  Lord  Beresford's  cha- 
racter, and  his  sense  of  his  public 
services,  but  he  felt  that  on  this 
occasion  private  friendship  ought 
to  give  way.  He  supported  the 
motion. 

.  Jfr.  Wane  wished  the  usual 
parliamentary  practice  of  giving  no- 
tice should  always  be  followed. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  supported  his 
hoiu  friend's  (Mr.  Hume)  motion, 
notwithstanding  his  high  personal 
re^rd  for  Lord  Beresford.  He 
wished  the  question  to  be  fairly 
pQt»  that  It  might  be  seen  whe- 
ther the  house  would  support  it,  or 
not. 

Mr.  Brougham^  in  explana- 
tion, said,  God  forbid  he  should 
oppose  any  inquiry  but  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  more  effec- 
toal. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  explained. 

Mr.  C.  Hutchinson^  in  risiiig  to 
support  the  motion,  would  neither 
be  understood  to  undervalue  the 
merit  of  Lord  Beresford,  nor  to 
withhold  from  the  government 
those  supplies  which  at  the  pre- 
sent momentous  crisis  were  neces- 
sary for  the  dignity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Abercromby  said,  he  had  al- 
ways been  taught  to  consider  that 
it  was  one  of  their  most  valuable 
privileges  to  be  able  to  stop  the 
supplies;  he  therefore  thought^ 
they  ought  not  to  trifle  with  it, 
nor  call  it  into  action  but  upon  the 
most  important  occasions.  Uishon. 
fiiend's  motion  was  upon  a  strong 
case.  He  would  suggest  to  him 
the  propriety  of  d'lsconuecting  it 
from  the  question^  of  supply  in 
which  he  must  be  in  a  minority  ; 
1823. 


and  of  letting  it  stand  upon  its  in- 
trinsic merits,  when  there  was  no 
doubt  he  would  command  a  large 
majority.  He  should  be  governed 
by  his  hon.  friend*s  decision :  if  he 
resolved  to  disconnect  it,  he  should 
support  it ;  otherwise,  he  regretted 
that  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  it 

Sir.  F.  Burdett  thought  that  the 
measure  of  stopping  the  supplies 
ought  never  to  be  resorted  to  but 
in  the  cose  of  a  great  grievance, 
and  one  for  which  no  other  adequate 
remedy  presented  itself.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  postponennent 
would  at  once  be  convenient  to  his 
friends,  and  beneficial  to  his  own 
success,  if  his  hon.  friend  would 
consent  to  it. 

Mr.  Hume  had  heard  nothing 
of  weight  in  favour  of  the  post- 
ponement, but  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  baronet.  He  would 
be  very  unwilling  to  aflfect  that 
strong  and  unanimous  feeling  which 
prevailed  in  the  house  on  the  other 
evening;  and  he  should  therefore 
beg  leave  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee.  Several  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  to.  The  house 
then  resumed,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  to^noor- 
row. 

Colonel  Dames  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  all  the  persons  employed  in 
the  collection  of  the  customs  in  the 
^  port  of  London,  and  in  the .  o\it- 
ports  of  the  kingdom,  stating  each 
particular  class,  together  with  the 
duties  performed  by  each,  the 
amount  of  salaries,  and  the  total 
amount  of  the  charges  of  the  esta- 
blishment from  the  1st  of  January, 
1822,  to  the  same  date  in  1823, — 
Ordered. 
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The  same  retanis  were  ftldo  or- 
derecl»  upon  his  motion,  for  Ire- 
land. 

The  hon.  member  moved  for  an 
account  of  all  the  6eamen  employed 
on  shore  in  the  preventive  service, 
which  was  also  ordered.  ' 

The  hon.  member  also  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  value  of  cap- 
tures made. by  revenue  cutters  du« 
ring  the  last  year,  and  also  the  num- 
ber of  cutters  employed ;  which, 
after  a  few  words  from  Sir  G. 
Cockbum  and  the  mover,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr,  Peel  observed,  as  we  under- 
stood, that  he  had  made  inquiries 
as  to  the  effect  produced  by  the 
preventive  establishment  on  the 
coast,  and  all  the  information  he 
had  received  tended  to  prove  that 
it  had  been,  in  every  point  of  view, 
most  beneficial. 

Mr.  G,  BefMet  made  an  inquiry 
with  respect  to  the  number  of  per- 
sons in  gaol  on  charges  connected 
with  smuggling. 

Mr,  Peel  said  a  few  words  in 
reply,  but  they  were  wholly  in- 
audible in  the  gallery. 

Mr,  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  to-morrow  move  for  an  ac- 
coant  of  the  inoney  expended  by 
the  commissioners  under  the  new 
church  act,  and  of  the  balance  re- 
maining in  their  hands. 

Mr,  Curteis  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  quantity  of  hops  exported 
from  Great  Britain  to  Ireland  from 
the  1st  of  January,  1821,  to  the 
SlBt  of  January,  1822 ;  together 
with  a  similar  account  of  the  quan- 
tity of  hops  exported  from  Great 
Britain  to  foreign  countries  during 
the  same  period. — Ordered. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  Feb.   18 A 

person  from  the  East  India  House 
pretented  the  account  of  pensions, 


superanmiationsi  and  aDowances 
granted  by  the  East  India  Com- 
pany since  the  account  presented 
during  the  last  session  of  par- 
liament ;  also  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  directors  as  to  the  al- 
lowances to  certain  ship-ownersr. 

A  person  from  the  office  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  redemptioiT 
of  the  national  debt,  presented  an* 
account  of  the  sums  appUed  by  the 
commissioners  to  the  reduction  of 
the  debt  during  the  last  year. 

Lord  Holkmd  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants,  bankers, 
and  traders  Of  the  town  of  Not- 
tingham, complaining  of  the  In- 
solvent debtors*  act;  and  also  a 
similar  petition  from  the  mer- 
chants, bankers,  and  traders  of 
Gainsborough,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln. 

Lord  Colchester  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  clergy  of  Colchester, 
complaining  of  the  marriage  act 
amendment  bill. 

Adjourned. 

House  of  Comnums^  Feb,  18«— 
There  being  only  thirty-six  mem- 
bers present,  the  Speaker,  after 
counting  the  house,  declared  that 
it  stood  adjourned. 

House  of  Lards,  Feb,  14. — A 
person  from  the  tax-office  present- 
ed an  account,  under  the  act  of  3d 
Geo.  IV.,  cap.  88,  of  the  salariesy 
allowances,  and  emoluments  in  any 
manner  accruing  to  the  receivers- 
general  of  taxes. 

A  person  from  the  clerk  of  the 
crown  in  Ireland  presented  the 
writs  and  return  on  electing  a  tem- 
poral peer  in  Ireland,  in  the  place 
of  Stephen  Earl  of  Monnt-Cashel, 
deceased.  The  election  had  fallen 
on  Viscount  Lorton. 

Lord  Stowell  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  archdeaconry  of 
Berks,  complaining  of  the  mar* 
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ifagt  mt^^09dend  to  lie  on  the 
table. — Adjourned. 

Hmise  q/rCommmif  Feb.  U 

Vaiioos  returas  were  laid  upon  the 
lebie  from  tlte  East  India  House, 
Ae  commiseiooers  for  the  reduction 
of  the  natiooal  debt,  the  Bank,  the 
tax^oflfice,  and  varioue  other  pub- 
lie  oiicee« 

Mt*  Ditgdiile  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  and  tra- 
cers of  Nuneaton,  in  the  county  of 
Warwick,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  idsoWent  act. — Ordered  to 
be  primed* 

Sir  H,  Pamell  in  presenting  a 
report  from  the  commissioners  of 
inqdiry,  vriative  (we  believe)  to  the 
caeloins  and  excise  of  Ireland, 
asked  Mr«  Wallace,  whether  there 
waa  any  intentioR  of  introducing 
any  biUs  to  carry  into  efeot  the 
recommendations  of  the  report* 

Mn^aUaee  replied,  that  bills 
weald  in  a  short  time  be  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  houee. 

Mr.  Curteis  presented  a  peti- 
tion'fiom  the  hop-planters  of  New- 
harstr  ia  the  cdonCy  of  Sussex, 
psaying  for  relief^  by  the  repeal  of 
the  hop  doty* 

Admiral  Satherom  presented  a 
l^etitioo  fh>m  the  aithdeaeoa  ef 
Kottngham,  complaining  ef  the 
■ew  marriage  act*— *Laid  on  the 
laMey  and  oHerad  to  be  printed. 

Dr.  PMtteiore  presetated  a  peti- 
tsan  lirotB  the  dean  asad  chapter  of 
tiMcadiedral  church  of  Norwich, 
Jtating  that  the  power  of  granting 
licences  had  been  taken  from  theai 
by  <be  new  marriage  act,  and 
praying  for  some  compensation. 

iir.  Bright  thought  that  the 
rights  of  tlie  peculiar  jurisdictions 
iiaid  been  Tery  properly  taken  away 
fram  them* 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 


printed;  as  was  a  similar  pelitioo 
from  the  Rev.  W.  Johnstone 
Younge,  the  official  of  the  diocese 
of  Norwich. 

Mr.  Bennet  presented  a  petition 
from  Warminster,  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  prftying  for  the  repeal  of 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act. 

Mr,  Abercrombjf  was  sorry  to 
perceive  that  there  was  such  a 
strong  popular  feeling  against  the 
principle  of  this  bill.  He  sug* 
gested  to  the  opposers  of  the  pre- 
sent bill,  that  it  might  be  advisable 
for  them  to  move  for  the  appointr 
ment  of  a  committee,  and  to  refer 
to  their  consideration  all  the  peti^ 
tions  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Bright  condemned  the  pre- 
sent insolvent  act  in  very  strong 
terms.  He  thought  that  the  com- 
mittee just  proposed  by  the  hon. 
omI  learned  gentleman  would  be 
useless  for  any  good  purpose. 

Mr.  Mcurryat  was  convinced  that, 
as  far  as  the  metropolis  was  con* 
cemed,  the  general  desire  was  to 
leave  the  principle  of  the  bill  un- 
touched, hot  to  render  its  provisions 
naore  adequate. 

Mr.  Calvert  corroborated  by  his 
testimony  the  statement  of  the  last 
fll^eaker. 

Mr.  J.  C,  Hobkaute  declared 
that  one  of  the  objections  to  the 
act  was,  that  it  had  formed  a  court 
which  swallowed  up  by  its  fees  all 
the  property  of  the  insolvents.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  they  could  not 
form  a  proper  bill  without  altering 
entirely  the  constitution  of  the 
isfolvent  court. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Hart  Dams,  the  petition  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
E»  of 
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'of  Shrewsbury  against   the  new 
marriage  act. 

A  member  stated  that  great 
hardship  had  been  inflicted  on  the 
patrons  and  officials  of  the  pecu- 
liar Jurisdictions,  and  expressed  a 
hope  that  those  hardships  would 
be  removed  by  the  bill  then  before 
the  house. 

The  petitidn  was  then  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Marn/at  rose  for  the  pur 
pose  of  renewing  his  dropped  mo* 
tion  -for  information  respecting 
the  Dotterel  and  Carnation  cruis- 
ers. He  gave  notice  that  he  should 
"bring  it  forward  on  Thursday  the 
27th  instant. 

.  Mr,  Birch  presented  a  petition 
from  the  merchants,  bankers,  &c. 
'of  Nottinghaiti,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  insolvent  act. 

Mr,  Denman  said,  that  anxious 
as  he  was  to  have  the  act  amended, 
he  could  not  go  the  length  of  re- 
pealing the  bill  altogether. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr, 
Bright f  the  petition  was  brought 
up  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr,  S.  Wortky  presented  a  pe- 
tition from   Bradford  against  the 
''insolvent  debtors'  act. 

Mr,  Wetherellf  after  terming  the 
'  marriage^  act  an  Arabia  of  rapine 
and  confusion,  and  a  gregarious 
mass  of  errors,  laid  upon  the  table 
a  petiti6n  from  the  Archdeacon  of 
Oxford  against  it  The  honourable 
gentlemian  recommended  that  the 
bill  now  before  the  house  to  amend 
the  act  of  last  sessioki  should  not 
be  committed  until  after  the  recess. 

Mr,  C,  Calvert  agreed  that  the 
hardships  complained  of  in  many 
of  the  petitions  ought  to  be  re- 
medied. If  the  existing  law  were 
ndt  amended,  he  feared  very  much 
'  that  he  diould  still'  not  be  able  to 
change  his  state,  which  had  been 


ipiscalled  that  of  single 'blessed* 
ness. 

Mr,  Peel  ibniorced  the  claims  of 
the  petitioner. 

Dr,  Lwhirtgtan  said,  some  m^ 
thod  ought  to  be  adopted  of  restor- 
ing to  archdeacons  and  peculiars 
their  undoubted  rights:  if  these 
ancient  jurisdictions  were  abolished 
the  duties  must  be  fulfilled  else- 
where, and  that  could  not  be  ^ac- 
complished without 'giving  sovtit 
recompense. 

Dr,  PhiUmore  said,  the  object 
of  his  bill  now  upon  the  table  was 
to'  retain  ail  that  had  not  been 
altered  by  the  lords,  and  to  amend 
all  the  clauses  the  lords  had  in- 
serted. Although  peculiar  juris- 
dictions were  highly  objectionable, 
he  admitted  that  their  abolitkm 
ought  to  be  attended  by  compen- 
sation. 

The  Attomof-Generi  I  said,  if  it 
were  only  for  the  sake  t^  the  hen. 
member  for  Southwark,  i^  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  amended.  . 

iSitr  J,  Macintosh  was  prepared 
to  say  that  the  bill  of  last  session 
contained  al  new  and  a  just  pria- 
ci pie— the  indissolubihty-of  mar- 
riage: so  far  it  was  an  important 
benefit,  and  outweighed  any  slight 
inconveniences  resulting  from  the 
hasty  passing  of  the  bill.  He  re- 
commended, as  there  was  also  tiSsw 
a  bill  in  the  other  house-  of  par- 
liament, that  to  avoid  dashing,,  and 
for  greater  deliberation,  the  boo. 
gentleman  (Dr.  Phillnnore)  shmld 
postpone  his  measure. 

Dr,  PhHHmore  said  that  he  tir- 
tended  to  have  it  read  a  second 
time  to-night,  and  to  fix  a  distant 
day  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  Buiterworth  expressed  his 
apprehension,  as  so  many  new  ob- 
stacles had  been  thrown  in  the 
way  of  marriage,  that  parties  vA\o 

wished 
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wished  to  be  united  bad  taken  each^ 
Other's  words. 

The  petition  was  then  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.^Maberfy  moved  that  an  ac- 
count should  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
of  the  public  iiicoQie  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and, 
Irelandy  for  the  year  ending  the. 
6th  of  January,  1823,  deducting, 
allowances,  discounts,  drawbacks, 
and  other  current  expenses ;  and 
of  the  number  of  issues  and  pay- 
ments within  the  same,  period,  ex- 
clusive of  the  sums  paid  on  ac- 
count of  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  and  on  account  of  the  un- 
funded debt*  .  He  thought  that  the 
paper  moved  for  ought  to  be  before 
the  house  before  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.-*i\ut/i..3on) 
came  forward  with  his  exposition 
of  the  state  of  the  country. 

rhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  exerting  himself  to  procure 
the  account  in  question  a(  the 
earliest  possible  moment ;  but  the. 
honourable  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken if  he  supposed  its  immediate 
production  to  be  matter  of  fecility. 
The  committee  of  public  accounts 
last  year  had  recommended  the 
production  of  two  descriptions  of 
return  —  that  already  upon  the 
table,  and  that  moved  for  by  the 
honourable  gentleman;  but  the 
committee,  in  terms,  observed  that 
the  second  return  (that  now  called 
for)  must  take,  from  the  nature  of 
.it,  more  time  to  make  out  Th^ 
right  honourable  gentleman  went 
on  to  say,  that  on  Friday  next  he 
^uld  he  prepared  to  open  the 
mfsasures  which  ministers  meant 
to  recommend  for  the  adoption  of 
parliament*  His  statement  would 
be  brought  forward  in  such  a  form 
as  would  not  jrequire  him  to  call 
upon  ^he   house  for  any    specific 


vote  on.  the  night  up^n  which  he 
introduced  it. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  if  the  ri^t 
honourable  gentleman  had  been  a 
member  of  tbe.  committee  of  pub-, 
lie  accounts,  he  would  have  known 
that  its  decisions  had  been  far  from 
unanimous..  The  account  now  be- 
fore the  house  amounted  in  fact  to, 
nothing.  The  house  might  as  welL 
propose  to  judge  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford's  income  by  l(X>king  at  his 
banker's  book,  as  of  the  revenue 
of  the  country  from  the  return 
upon  the  table.  He  wished  the. 
right  honourable  geqtleman  to  post- 
pone his  exposition  until  afler  the 
account  moved  for  was  pro^uried. 

Sir  H,  Parnell  said  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Maberly  said,  he  concurred 
with  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Hume)  in  hoping  that  the  right 
honourable  tbe  Chancellor  of  the. 
Exchequer  would  postpone  his; 
statement  until  the  house  was  in  a 
condition  to  form  a  judgment  upon 
it*  He  begged  to  know  if  he  had 
rightly  understood  the  Chancello|: 
of  tbe  Exchequer,  that  on  bring-, 
ing  forward  his  propositions,  he 
should  move  no  resolution  upon  ' 
them  until  a  subsequent  daiy  } 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
repeated,  that  he  should  not  pro-, 
pose  any  vote  on  Friday  which 
would  pledge  the  house  to  any 
part  of  the  statement  he  brqugbt 
forward. 

The  return  was  then  ordered  to. 
be  produced. 

Dr,  Lushington  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  archdeacon  and 
clergy  of  Bath,  praying  for  amend- 
ment in  the  marriage  act. 

Mr.  Hume,  seeing  in  the  Gazette 
the  appointment  of  Lord  Clan- 
william  to  a  high  diplomatic  sta- 
tion, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Rose, 
begged  to  know  whether  the  re- 
moval 
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moT^  of  tbe  latter  gentferoan 
would  pat  the  countty  to  the  ex* 
pense  of  a  pension  f  He  also  wish- 
ed  to  ask  whether  the  pension  of 
Sir  B.  Bloomfield  would  mem  in 
his  new  allowance  as  ambassador. 

Mr,  Canning  replied  to  the  first 
of  Mr.  Hume's  questions  deci-* 
dedly  in  the  negative ;  to  the  last^ 
that  it  was  not  usual  for  a  pension 
to  merge  in  such  new  appoint* 
ment* 

The  marriage  act  amendment 
hill  was  read  a  second  time.— 
Committed  for  Friday  fortnight. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply  being  brought  up, 

Sir  Thomas  Leiklnidge  begged 
to  say  a  few  words.  Not  finding 
80  far,  any  intimation  from  go« 
vemment  of  its  intention  to  bring 
forward  measures  for  the  relief  of 
the  agricultural  interest,  he  wished 
to  put  one  or  two  questions  to  the 
ministers  of  the  crown.  After 
commenting  upon  the  unreason- 
ableness of  those  arrangements 
which  threw  the  tithes,  the  poor's 
rate,  and  the  cost  of  criminal  pro* 
secutions  almost  entirely  upon  the 
landed  property,  the  honourable 
baronet  concluded,  by  asking  whe- 
ther government  had  measures  in 
contemplation  for  the  relief  of  the 
agricultural  interest  ? 

Mr.Canning,  in  a  speech  of  some 
length,  assured  the  hon.  baronet 
that  his  majesty's  ministers  not 
only  sympathized  with,  but  anxi« 
ously  desired  to  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  agricultural  interest; 
but  Uiat  yet  they  had  been  unable 
to  devise  any  effectual  remedy.  If 
the  honourable  baronet  had  one  to 
ofier,  they  and  the  house  would  at- 
tend to  it. 

Mr.  Curwen  felt  dissatisfied 
witli  the  deterniination  of  niiois- 
tersy  that  no  direct  relief  could  be 


afibrded ;  lie  "thought  all  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  country  (funded  pro- 
perty) should  be  equally  rated  for 
the  poor. 

Mr,  Robertson  thought  the  hor- 
rowing  money  in  an  ill-judged 
manner,  as  far  as  the  rale  of  in- 
terest was  concerned,  was  tiie  tme 
cause  of  the  present  misery  of  the 
country,  and  s»d  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  submit  a  motion  to  the 
house,  to  reduce  the  burden  arising 
from  the  national  debt,  which  he 
would  then  nsore  fully  exjilain. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the 
borough  of  Bossiney,  in  the  rM>ni 
of  Sir  €.  Domville,  who  had  ac« 
cepted  the  Chiltern  Hundreds. 

3fr.  JET.  Hutchinson^  seeing  ao 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  W.  Wynn)  in  his 
place,  wished  to  ask  him,  whether 
his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Phmkett) 
persevered  in  his  intention  to  bring 
the  Catholic  question  before  the 
house  on  th&£Oth  instant,  as  he  had 
heard  some  reports  to  the  contrary  ? 

Mr,  W,  Wynn  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  his  learned  friend 
would  bring  the  question  forward 
on  that  day. 

Mr,  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  on  Monday  next  submit  a 
motion  to  the  house  on  the  subject 
of  the  lieutenant-generalship  of  the 
ordnance. —Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  Feb,  17. — Lord 
Redesdde  presented  a  petition  from 
the  traders  of  Witham,  prajdng  ibr 
an  act  for  the  more  speedy  recovery 
of  small  debts. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  sadd 
he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  fnnii 
the  inhabitants  of  Shepton  Mallett, 
praying  the  repeal  of  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act. 

The  EarlofTankerviBe  present* 

ed  a  petition  from  certain  persons, 

complaining  of  that  part  of  the 

marriage 
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marriagp  act  which  abolished  pe« 
collar  JQriidictioiia. 

Xorcf  EUenborough  took  the  op- 
poitunity  of  t(ie  preseatation  of 
thin  p^tkiopi  to  expresa  bis  regret 
ttot  90  couch  inconvenience  sliould 
have  resttUed  as  the  nuoiber  of 
petitioiae  presented  tc^tifiedt  He. 
could  not  conceive  bow  the  house 
was  U)  do  its.  duty  to  the  pahlic 
if  those  who  pofuessed  knowledge 
on  any  particular  subject  did  not 
ipve  their  opinions  to  the  boose* 

Lord  StofwcU  said,  he  was  not  at 
all  aware  of  the  number  of  these 
peculiars;  he  entirely  concurred 
m  the  propriety  of  restoring  theoii 
as  they  had  been  inadvertently 
taken  away. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  present- 
ed a  petition  from  certain  persons 
residiagat  Leicester,  complaining  of 
that  cLuise  of  the  marriage,  act 
abolishing  the  peculiar  jurisdictions. 

Lord  EUenborough  said,  he  would 
wish  to  understanid  whether  the 
noble  and  l^nied  lord  meant,  or 
not,  to  oppose  the  re-establishment 
of  these  jurisdictions. 

Jji.  Stwell  replied,  certainly  not* 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  un- 
doabtedly  the.  case  of  these  jurist' 
dietioDS  was  a  very  strong  one,  but 
he  should  wish  to  reserve  his  opi- 
nion to  a  more  advanced  stage  of 
the  diaceasion. 

lAfrd  EUenborougk  observed,  tbat 
in  fact  these  were  immemorial 
joiisdictioQSy  taken  away  without 
any  grievance  alleged. 

Lord  Redesdak  said,  he  should 
have  called  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  this  subject*  but  his  re»- 
SQD  for  abstaining  was  a  thorough 
conviction  tbat  whatsver  might  be 
the  decision  of  the  house,  it  was  not 
for  the  general  benefit  that  some 
of  the  JMriedictiona  should  re- 
main,    lie  could  not  under&tand 


no  what  pretence  laymen  should 
axerci^e  an  episcopal  jurisdictioot 
In  some  instances,  so  far  from 
being  immemorial,  they  origina- 
ted  but  since  the  reformation,  and 
in  tbe  act  of  parliament  for  abo- 
lishing the  religious  houses. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it  was 
for  the  consideration  of  the  house 
now,  whether  it  would  not  be  use^ 
ful  that  whatever  alterations  were 
to  be  made,  the  whole  of  the  law 
on  the  subject  of  marriage  should 
be  enibodied  in  one  act.  It  would 
be  vexy  desirable  that  the  doubt 
eispressed  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  (Redesdale)  should  be  cleared 
up.  He  would  venture  to  state 
to  their  lordships,  that  many  per- 
sons  were  not  aware  thai  th^ 
power  of  granting  licences  was 
taken  away.  If  they  had  conti- 
nued in  ignorance  of  the  law  to 
grant  licences,  these  parties  might 
have  been  married  under  hcencef 
granted  by  persons  not  duly  autho- 
rized by  law.  If  cases  of  that  sort 
had  occurred,  and  there  were  per- 
sons who  had  involved  themselves 
in  such  consequences  through  ig- 
noranoe  of  the  law,  he  could  not 
hesitate  to  make  all  those,  marri- 
ages good;  but  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  discuss  those  points  if  such 
a  committee  were  appointed  as  he 
thought  would  be. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
said,  be  certainly  had  beard  it 
stated,  that  it  would  be  convenient 
if  the  number  of  surrogates  should 
be  cut  down,  and  it  was  so  done, 
leaving  tbe  appointments  to  the 
bishops  alone.  He  was  not  aware 
of  any  advantage  or  additional  se- 
curity that  was  derived  from  the 
alteration;  and  if  there  were  not, 
the  objection  was  quite  sufficient 
that  it  interfered  with  the  vested 
rights  of  individuals. 

*  Lord 
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Lord  StoucU  then  moved  tbfirs 
committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  present  state 
of  the  law  relative  to  marriage,  and 
to  report  thereon. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  taidy  he  had 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  motion. 

Lord  Siawell  said,  he  bowed  to 
the  decision  of  the  house  on  the  re- 
trospective clauses. 
"  Lord  Ellenhorovgh  said,  he  gave 
full  notice  to  the  noble  lord  that 
be  would  giv«  every  opposition  in 
his  power  to  the  detestable  proposi- 
tion of  the  nullity  of  marriage,  and 
maintain  the  principle  of  the  in- 
dissolubility of  marriage. 

The  Earl  of  Westmorland  con- 
ciured  in  the  sentiments  expressed 
by  the  noble  lord  (Ellenborough). 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  it 
would  be  recollected  by  the  house, 
that  nobody  opposed  the  retro- 
spective clause  more  than  he  did. 
With  respect  to  the  prospective 
clause,  though  he  trusted  the  com- 
mittee would  pay  attention  to  the 
opinion  of  the  house,  expressed  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament ;  yet 
there  were  some  parts  of  that 
clause  which  it  might  be  well  to 
reconsider. 

The  committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed. A mong  the  members  were 
the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Bishops  of 
London  and  Exeter,  the  Marquis 
of  Lansdown,  Lord  Holland,  Lord 
Ellenborough,  the  Earl  of  West- 
morland, the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury, 
and  Lord  Grosvenor. 

Lord  Ellenborough  then  moved 
that  the  second  reading  of  the 
marriage  actamendment  bill  should 
be  postponed  for  a  fortnight.-—. 
Agreed  to. 

Lord  Stiffield  presented  a  peti- 
tion which  he  said  was  fsigned  by 


two  hundred  of  the  most  respeet^ 
able  inhabitants  •of  the  hondrad  of 
North  Harpham  in  Norfolk*  The 
petitioners  prayed  for  the  repeal 
of  the  malt-tax,  and  a  reforma- 
tion  in  the  representation  |0f  the 
people  in  parliament,  as  that  alone 
could  be  effectual  in  reikessing 
their  grievances.  He  himsdf 
would  not  despair  of  that  reform 
taking  place,  and  should  give  it 
bis  support  whenever  it  was 
brought  forward.  The  petitions 
were  then  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  WestmorUmd  pie- 
sented  a  petition  from  certain  per- 
sons complaining  of  the  marriage 
act — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  rose 
to  take  the  present  opportuqity  of 
putting  a  question  to  the  noble  earl 
opposite.  He  thought  it  quite  op- 
portune, when  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented, stating  a  wide-spreading 
distress  which  pervaded  large  elas* 
ses  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  re- 
sorting for  their  relief  to  every 
source  from  which  relief  could 
fairly  be  drawn.  It  was  known 
that  in  many  instances  during  tho 
last  war,  large  sums  of  money  had 
been  advanced  by  this  country, 
by  way  of  loan  and  otherwise,  to 
some  of  the  different  goveniments 
of  Europo-'sums  which,  he  feared, 
had  been  in  several  instances  most 
lavishly  and  inadvertently,  if  not 
unfortunately  expended.  There 
was  one,  however,  of  these  large 
pecuniary  advances,  which  upon 
every  principle  of  honour  and  joa- 
tice  ought  to  be  repaid  to  this 
country.  Indeed,  in  consequence 
of  some  previous  proceedings  in 
parliament  respecting  it,  repeated 
assurance  had  been  made  by  one 
of  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  Uie 
government 
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government  iiad  turned  their  se-* 
nous  attention  to  the  matter,  and 
that  negotiations  were  actually  car- 
rying on  at  that  time  for  tlie  re- 
payment of  the  particnlar  debt :  he 
alluded  to  what  was  commonly 
called  the  Austrian  loan.  Previous 
to  the  late  Congress  at  Verona,  it 
was  said,  that  at  that  meeting  it 
was  intended  to  make  a  formal  de* 
raand  for  the  settlement  of  that 
loan,  but  nothing  farther  had  inn* 
spired  upon  the  subject.  Wus  the 
noble  earl  opposite,  now  that  the 
Congress  of  Verona  had  been  for 
wsne  months  dispersed,  prepared 
to  communicate  whether  any,  and 
what  arrangement  had  been  made 
ibr  the  repayment  of  this  large 
debt  from  Austria  to  Great  Britain } 
It  was  time  for  them  to  know 
what  had  been  done  respecting  it, 
or  whether  any  payment  had  been 
promised  of  a  debt  so  justly  due, 
and  the  amount  of  which  was  at 
this  time  so  much  wimted  by  the 
people  from  whose  pockets  it  had 
been  advanced.  It  would,  at  all 
events,  be  some  satisfiaction  for  the 
British  public  to  know  that  the 
amount  was  not  likely  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  continent  in  prose- 
cuting designs  now  most  unwisely 
and  onworthily  conducting,  and 
upon  the  policy  of  which  the  sense 
(^  the  people  of  this  country  had 
been  most  decidedly  and  onequi- 
vocally  expressed- 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he 
could  asBum  the  noble  Marquis  that 
his  majesty's  government  had 
aiged  upon  the  court  of  Vienna 
the  repayment  of  the  debt,  and 
that  the  principle  of  the  debt  had 
been  acknowledged,  and  also  the 
priticiple  of  liquidation ;  he  hoped 
be  should  soon  be  able  to  state 
the  particular  nature  of  the  ar- 
rangement» 


After  some  farther  conversation 
the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  CommorUf  Feb,  17,— 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  debtors'  act— the  marriage  act 
— for  parliamentary  reform — upon 
the  subject  of  agricultural  distress 
-«-and  for  a  commiitation  of  tithes. 

Mr.  Scarlett  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat. 

Sir  G«  Clerk  gave  notice,  that  in 
a  committee  of  supply,  on  Friday, 
he  would  move  for  a  vote  of  sea- 
men. 

Mr.  GrenfeU  gave  notice  of  a 
moUon  for  to-morrow,  fur  accounts 
of  monies  paid  to  the  Bank  for 
what  was  called  managing  the  pub" 
lie  debt. 

Sir  H.  Pamell  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  for  papers  regarding  the 
expenses  of  Holyhead  harbour, 
light-  houses,  &c. 

Mr.  Curteis  laid  upon  the  table 
a  petition  from  the  hop-planters  of 
the  parish  of  Burwash,  Sussex, 
and  moved  for  an  account  of  the 
duty  paid  on  hops  of  the  growth 
of  1822,  distmguisbing  the  dis- 
tricts. 

Jlfr.  Abercromby  renewed  his 
motion  of  last  session  for  copies  of 
the  proceedings  at  Glasgow  iA  the 
case  of  Borthwick,  and  of  the  au- 
thority under  which  the  clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Justiciary  granted  the 
concourse  of  the  lord  advocate  of 
Scotltod. 

Lord  Althorp  gave  notice,  thsU 
he  should  move  on  Thursday  next 
to  repeal  the  foreign  enlistment 
biU. 

The  house  went  into  a  coinmit- 
tee  of  supply,  When  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that 
34,000,000/.  should  be  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  exche- 
quer bills,  issued  between  January 
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1838  and  UftS.  Thai  UfiOO^OOOl, 
thoald  be  granted  for  certain  anp- 
plies  of  1822;  and  144,000/.  to 
pay  off  eschequer  bills  advanced 
to  the  oommteaionera  for  bnilding 
ehunches,  between  January  1822 
and  1823. 

The  hoofe  then  remimed:  the 
report  was  hnwight  op,  and  ordered 
to  be  received  to-morrow. 

The  indemnity  bill  was  read  a 
second  timet  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  to-morrow. 

The  American  and  West  India 
trade  bill  was  read  a  second  time : 
to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Mr*  Hume  rose  to  move,  for  an 
account  of  the  nnmber  of  dis> 
tributors  of  stamps  in  Gneat  Bri- 
tain, the  system  on  which  they 
have  been  severally  appointed,  to- 
gether with  a  return  of  all  the 
profits  and  emoluments  which  they 
received,  and  the  remittances  made 
by  them  for  the.  year  ending  the 
Mb  of  January  1828."~  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  he  rose  to  move 
Ibr  a  retorn,  to  the  production  of 
which  he  conceived  there  could  be 
no  objection,— namely,  an  account 
ef  the  allowance  of  poundage 
which  was  made  to  each  of  the 
clerks  of  the  cmnmismoners  of 
land-tax.  The  amount  of  land- 
tax  was  near  2/X)0,000/. ;  of  that 
between  8  and  900,000^  had  been 
redeemed ;  but  the  clerks  still  con- 
tinned  to  receive  a  poundage  on 
that  portion  which  had  been  so 
liquidated. — Ordered. 

Mr,  Hume  wished  to  move  for 
a  paper  relative  to  the  receivers- 
generel  of  the  landHax,  which  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  on  Friday. 

The  paper  was  then  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lords^  Feb.  18. — On 


the  mociDaof  the  Bmrl  ^Skifitem* 
hajt  it  was  ordensd  that  no  petfr* 
tion  £or  private  bills  should  be 
received  after  the  24th  of.  March, 
and  no  report  of  the  judges  eo 
private  bills  shonU  be  received 
alter  the  22d  of  April. 

A  person  from  the  treasury  pre* 
sented  certain  annual  accow ats. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

House  ofCommoHSf  Feb.  18« — 
Petitions  were  presented  againat 
the  insolvent  debtors'  aet. 

Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Arkutk^ 
noi  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats. 

On  the  motion  of  CoUmel  Skef- 
Jington^  two  circulars,  by  Mr. 
Goulbam,  dated  in  June  and  No^r 
vember^  1822,  and  a  copy  of  a 
remonstrance  from  the  colonels, 
&c.  of  militia,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  effective  strength 
of  the  Irish  militia  staffs  wvre 
orderad  to  be  laid  before  the 
house. 

Lord  AUkorp  moved  for  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  mode 
in  which  debts  amonnting  to  lean 
than  15L  were  recovered  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 

Mr.  Warre  seconded  the  metionu 

The  comnsittee  was  then  ap* 
pointed. 

Mr.  Gouibum  gave  noticot  that' 
on   the  6th  of  March  he  shonU 
bring  forward  a  proposition  ibr  the 
commutation  of  tithe  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  GouUmru  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  staff 
of  the  Irish  militia.*— Leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GreufeU  rose  to  make  the 
same  motion  which  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  mining  annually 
for  some  years  past,  as  to  thie 
balances  soffsrsd  to  lie  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
For  a  great  many  years^— too  maayi 
he  was  sorry  to  say— the  avera^a 
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Maiie6  ID  thb  coffers  of  tbe  Bank 
had  not  been  less  thftn  1 1  »000,000/* 
or  12«000|000/.  He  felt  pleassre 
m  stating,  that  the  enornioos  ba- 
kace  of  11,000,000/.  was  now  re* 
doeed  to  between  9,000,000/.  and 
4,000,000/.;  bat  still  he  should 
submit  that  it  was  needlessly  large, 
and  that  so  large  a  sum  as 
4,000,000/.  of  money- oogfat  not 
to  be  let  lie  nnprodactive  to  the 
coontry.  H6  denied  that  there 
could  be  any  difficulty  in  making 
the  balances  available  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  therefore  moved  for  an 
account  of  the  balances  derived 
from  the  various  branches  of  the 
public  revenue  in  the  Bank  of 
England,  on  the  Ist  and  15th  days 
of  each  month  in  the  year  1822, 
together  with  the  average  balances 
for  the  whole  year. 

The  motions  were  then  severally 
agreed  to,  including  a  return  of  the 
various  public  balances  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank,  and  of  the 
nceiver«general  of  the  Court  of 
ChsDcery;  stating  the  average 
amount  on  the  1st  and  15th  of 
every  month,  in  the  year  1822 ; 
the  money  paid  for  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  public  debt  for  the 
year  1822 ;  an  account  of  the  ap- 
plicatioB  of  4000/.,  charged  by 
the  Bank  for  household  expenses ; 
an  account  of  the  sum  of  1898/., 
paid  to  the  Bank  under  the  deno- 
mination of  charges  of  manage* 
ment  f>r  South  Sea  stock ;  a  return 
of  tbe  aggregate  amount  of  bank 
notes  in  circulation,  in  the  year 
1822 ;  a  return  of  the  highest  and 
lowest  amount  of  bank  notes  of 
each  denomination,  in  ciirulation, 
on  the  1st  of  each  month  in  the 
year  1822,  &c. 

Lord  A,  Hamilton  stated,  that 
he  would  to-morrow  revive  a  notice 


of  motion  wbich  Im  had  given 
in  July  last,  reiative  to  the  nsa^ 
tracy  of  Scotland. 

The  resolutions  of  supply  were 
then  read,  and  agresd  to. 

Mr,  Hume  gave  notaee,  that  lie 
would  on  Monday  next  move  an 
address  for  a  copy  of  tbe  corre- 
spondence which  bad  taken  place 
between  the  states  of  Jersey  and 
his  majesty's  counsel,  rsspacting 
the  staff  of  the  militia,  and  the 
expense  of  clothing  the  same. 
The  honourable  gentleman  also 
gave  notice,  that  be  would  on  the 
same  day  move  for  a  return  of 
persons  who  have  been  placed  on 
half-pay  as  majors  of  brigade  in 
Ireland. 

The  indemnity  bill  went  through 
a  committee. — Report  to-morrow* 

The  West  India  and  American 
colonies  trade  bill  went  through  a 
committee.-^Report  to-morrow. 

Dr.  FhUlmore  brought  in  a  bill 
for  the  more  speedy  reduction  of 
the  number  of  sergeants,  corporals, 
and  drummers,  in  the  Irish  militia. 
— Read  the  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
se'nnight,  and  to  be  printed. 

Afr.  JV.  Lamb  moved  for  a  re* 
turn  of  the  mimber  of  vessels 
which  have  entered  into,  and 
cleared  out  of  the  port  of  Dublin, 
and  the  amount  of  port  duties  and 
fees  paid  by  them  for  the  last  three 
years,  distinguishing  the  number 
and  charge  in  each  year. — Ordered. 

He  also  moved  for  a  rstum  of 
all  vessels  in  the  coal-trade,  which 
had  entered  into,  and  cleared  out 
from,  the  port  of  Dublin,  with  alt 
dues  and  fees  charged  thereon  for 
the  same  period. — Ordered.-^ Ad* 
joumed. 

Hqu9€  of  l^ords,  Feb.  If.— Pe- 
titions were  presented  against  this 
raairiage 
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marriage  act,  Ifae  inaolfveBt  debtors' 
act,  aadforan  act  to  recover  small 
debts. 

The  BUkap  of  Cketter  hoped 
the  comipittee  now  Bitting  on  the 
ttiarriage  act  would  see  the  im- 
portance of  allowing  marriages  to 
be  solemnized  in  chapels. 

The  ArchbUkop  of  Canterbury 
said,  he  hdd  in  his  hand  a  bill  for 
legalising  certain  marriages  which 
had  taken  place  under  licences  grant- 
ed by  surrogates  after  the  passing  of 
the  late  marriage  act,  and  which 
act  had  deprived  them  of  their 
jurisdiction  ;  but  from  the  rapidity 
with  which  it  had  been  brought 
into  operation,  the  surrogates  in 
distant  parts  of  the  country  were 
not  aware  of  the  manner  in  which 
their  jurisdiction  was  affected. — 
Adjourned. 

House  fif  Conmona,  Feb  19. — 
Petitions  were  presented  from  the 
hop-planters  of  a  parish  in  Sussex 
— against  the  Jesuits  in  Ireland — 
against  the  salt-tax  in  Ireland — 
against  the  postage  to  Ireland — for 
reform  in  parliament — against  the 
insolvent  debtors'  act. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ricardo^ 
an  account  was  ordered  of  the 
quantity  of  gold  imported,  and  of 
the  amount  of  gold  monies  coined 
at  the  Mint,  from  January  1822, 
to  January  1823^ 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Robert* 
fOft,  an  account  was  ordered  of  the 
qumtity  of  sugar  imported  by  the 
East  India  Company  from  Madras 
and  Bengal  to  the  latest  period. 

A  debate  of  very  considerable 
length  and  animation  was  carried  on 
upon  the  subject  of  tlie  ordnance  sup- 
plies; particularly  with  ref<^ence 
to  the  appointment  of  lieut.-gen. 
of  the  ordnance,  which  Mr.  Hume 
moved  was  inconsistent  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  commis- 


sion of  military  inquiry,,  with,  tlw 
protiBssions  of  economy  from  the 
throne,  and  without  due  conside- 
ration for  the  state  of  the  country, 
in.  which  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  J.  WiiUavu  and  Mr.  Hutckut- 
eoHjBsxd  opposed  by  Mr.  Ward  and 
Mr.  Canning* 

The  house  then  divided  upon 
Mr.  Hume's  motion.— Noes,  200 — 
Ayes,  73. — Majority  1^. 

The  '  other  orders  of  the-  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  Lords^  Feb.  20. — Peti- 
tions were  presented  against  the 
insolvent  debtors'  act.i — ^Aiyourned* 
House  of  Commons,.  Feb.  20. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act—- the  ge- 
neral turnpike  act — the  marriage 
act^the  window  tax — for  relief 
under  agricultural  distress,  and 
complaining  of  the  contracted 
state  of  the  water-way  at  London 
Bridge. 

Lord  John  Russell,  in  bringing 
forward  his  motion  upon  the  rights 
of  borough  electors,  declared,  that 
he  should  have  contented  himself 
with  merely  naming  the  return  be 
wanted,  but  for  an  intimation, 
which  something  surprised  him, 
that  his  application  was  to  be  re- 
usted.  As  a  simple  motion,  how- 
ever, for  an  account  of  the  number 
of  votera  in  each  borough  and  city, 
with  the  charter  under  which  its 
right  of  election  was  claimed — as 
such  a  motion  was  to  be  opposed 
by  the  gentlemen  ojd  the  other  «ide, 
he.  had  no  choice  but  to  statei 
briefly,  the  grounds  upon  which  he 
sustained  it;  which  he  stated  to  be, 
that  similar  documents  had  been 
furnished  in  other  cases,  that  they, 
might  be  easily  procured,  and  that 
it  became  every  one  in  the  houses 
whether  he  opposed  reform  or  iiot, 

to 
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to  ooneeiil  nothiog,  but 
upMi  open  gioiMids.  lie.  thej«fore 
movady  *  that  a  coramittte  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  hoii$e<  to  aBcertain 
ifae  right  of  yotingy  and  the  num- 
her  of  Yotera  sending  membeiB  to 
parliament  in  every  city  and  bo- 
rough of  Engbind  and  Wales.  The 
labie  lord  tat  down  ^  amidst  loud 
ciieers. 

Lord  Narmaufy^  we  believe,  se- 
conded the  motion* 

Mr*  Canmmg  opposed  the  mo- 
Uon»  and  thought  much  evil  and 
inconvenience  might  arise  from 
the  production  of  the  charters  of 
the  several  boroughs. 

Lord  J»  Russell  said,  be  did  not 
mean  to  call  for  the  production  of 
tlie  charters ;  the  right,  hon.  gent, 
bad  misundmtood  him,  if  he  sup- 
posed that  was  one  of  the  objects 
of  his  motion. 

Mr,  CowitJig  was  at  a  loss,  then, 
to  know  what  the  noble  lord  really 
proposed  to  gain  by  his  motion. 
The  right  was  in  most  instances 
contairod    in    the .  charters,  and, 
.uakas  he  had  stningely  forgotten, 
when,  the  noble  lord  gave  notice  of 
his  motion  some  nights  ago,  the 
•snbieet  of  the  charters  had  been 
particularly  put  forward.  .  In  that 
notice,  which,  he  then  held  in  his 
■hand,  the  return  of  the  charters 
had  been  specifically    mentioned, 
•together  with  the  number  of  voters. 
If  he  meant,  however,  now  to  limit 
the  power  of  the  committee,  and 
not  to.  give  them. authority  to  in- 
spect the  charters,  how  would  the 
.ffvanlt  of  their  investigation  be  more 
satisfactory  than  the  information 
already  in  the  possession  of  the 
nehleWid?     He  objected  to  the 
flMtion,  first,  for  the  main  reason 
he    had  slated,  that  to  grant  it 
would  be  injuriously  to  expose  the 
-chartffg^of  the  many  boroughs  in 


the  kiegdom ;  •  secobdlir,  because 
the  appointment  of  sucn  a  com- 
mittee would  have  the  effect  of 
raising  a  prejudice  very  far  beyond 
what  the  noble  lord  in  perfect  can- 
dour stated  to  be  his  intention,  but 
what  in  his  judgment .  he  knew, 
and  the  right  honourable  secretary 
knew,,  must  be  its  result;  because 
the  house,  in  granting  it,  .would 
mainly  decide  on.  that  question 
which  the  noble  lord,  and  himself 
had  concurred  in  keeping  out  .of 
sight;  and. because,  lastly,  what- 
ever benefit  be  could  derive  from 
it,  he  already  had,  as  fJEu*  as  the 
concessions  he  had  then  made 
4:ould  extend.  He  disclaimed .  any 
intention,  by  his  refusal  to  coin* 
cidoswith  the  present  motion,  of 
throwing  obstacles  in  the  way. of 
the  promised  question.  When  that 
came,  he  should  meet  i(  with  can* 
dour,  and.  without,  the  noble  iord 
would  believe,  any  other  hostility 
than  that  he  felt  to  the  prindpki 
on  which  it  was  founded. 

After  some  farther  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  Abercrwnln^^  Mr,  2Ve/, 
Mr.  Crecotyj  and  Lord  Milian  en- 
gaged, 

The  house  divided,  when  there 
appeared-^for  the  motion  90-^ 
against  it  128— majority  38. 

The  indemnity  bill,  and  the  West 
India  and  American  colonies  trade 
bill,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  W»  Smith  moved  for  a  re* 
turn  of  the  amount  of  duties  paid 
from  the  5th  of  January  181SI,  to 
the  5th  of  January  18iS2,  on  hand 
and  soft  soap;  together  with  the 
amount  of  drawback  on  each  of 
those,  articles  .exported ;  and.  also 
the  amount  of  dcawback.on  soft' 
soap  used  in  the  manufieMsture .  of 
woullen  goods.  Ordered.  —  Ad- 
journed. 

House 
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PethToQS  were  pfeaented  agaimt 
the  marrnige  act-i-4iie  turnpike 
act-^-4he  com  Ii|we<^-^be  impcffta* 
tion  of  foreiga  corn^-^-tfae  bop  do'- 
liee-— the  luoWeDt  debtors'  bill— • 
the  hawkers'  and  pedlars'  aet— the 
k«ither  tax-^and  odDplaiDidg  of 
kijiiry  recMved  from  the  resvmp* 
tioo  of  cash  payments. 

Mr*  CuHeii  moved  for  the  quan- 
titj  of  spirits  distilled  in  Ireland 
skide  1820,  the  qaantity  consumed 
therer  and  the  quantity  exported 
-*^the  annoal  accounts  of  the  West 
India  dock  company — the  19th  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  of  Car- 
■atic  daims — a  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  Surrey  county 
gaol— «  return  of  the  number  of  pri- 
•sneiafor  debt  in  the  King's  Bench. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  light  thecity  of  Dublin  with  gas; 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for 
Reigaie  in  the  voom  of  the  hon.  h 
S.COX. 

Sir  John  Otbarn  meved  that  the 
boose  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
oommittee  of  supply,  and  that  the 
navy  eatimates  should  be  referred 
to  snch  committee.  He  meant  to 
propose  a  vote  of  ^»00O  seamen 
fnr  the  cvrrant  year,  being  4000 
more  than  was  deeitfed'  necessary 
hi  the  last  year.  In  consequence 
of  the  disturbed  state  of  the  world, 
particalairfy  as  related  tu  the  West 
Indian  seas  and  the  Mediterranean, 
it  had  been  deemed  necessary  that 
an  additional  foree  should  be  added 
to  the  navy,  and  it  was  considered 
that  4000  men  would  be  sufiScient 
lereveiy  pnipose.  There  was  also 
an  ineiease  of  the  wages  above  the 
rats  of  the  last  year,  and  there  was 
an  additional  charge  of  8000/.,  hi 
consequence  of  the  charge  for  the 
coast  blockade,  foraderly  paid  by 
the    treasury,    being    no    longer 


chnged  to  thilt  depanmeot: 
2/«  7>.  6dL  per  kwid  per  month 
was,  oir  estimate^  found  to  be  cbe 
smallest  sum  whiefa  could  be  paid. 
Tha  wear  and  tear  charge  had 
been  reduced  from  tl.  lOf.  t»  15r. 
per  head ;  and  the  charge  for  arti* 
sans'  wages  had  been  transfenM  to 
the  onttnary  eetimates*  He  wwM 
not  trouble  the  house  at  Miy 
greater  kmgth  on  the  subjeet,  but 
should  move  that  iS5,000  men*  be 
employed  in  the  sea  service  for 
thirteen  lunar  months,  including 
S700  marines. 

'  After  a  few  words  fnm  Mr^ 
Brougham  and  Afr.  Canning, 

The  committee  voted  455,0001. 
for  the  pay  of  seamen  at  1/.  8a. 
per  man,  per  lunar  month ; 
ft4SJS0L  for  wear  and  tear;  and 
81,^50^  ordinaries  for  the  eea 
service. 

The  house  tben  resaoaed,  and 
the  chairtnan  reported  progress. 

The  ChanceHor  rfihe  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  ^  day  for  tiie 
house  resolving  itself  into  a  ceai^- 
mittee  of  the -whole  house  to  cooh 
sider  ferther   of   the   ways   and 


The  house  having  resolved  its 
sdf  into  the  committee, 

The  Chaneeiior  of  tht  Etchefuer, 
after  a  few  introductory  observa- 
tions, said  his  course  would  be^  ih 
the  first  place,  to  lay  before  the 
committee  the  actual  state  of  the 
revenue  during  the  last  year  ;  tfab 
estimate  which  might  be  formed  of 
the  revenue  for  the  present  year; 
the  mode  in  which  he  would  res 
coounend  to  partiameat  die  ooh 
plication  of  the  surplus  of  that 
revenue ;  and  faistly,  havmg  stated 
these  propositions  without  remark 
or  argument,  he  weold  mako  sissh 
observations  as  might  appear  to 
him  necessary,  to  explain  or  sop- 
port 
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poftaDyofthem^  The  fifst  ttetd- 
BMot  he  had  to  make  vnm  the 
amount  of  the  reventie  of  iaat  year, 
the  expenditure  for  that  year,  and 
the  extent  to  which  the  revenue 
exceeded  the  expenditure*  This 
statement  was  to  he  found  in  a 
^aper  which  had  been  already  laid 
before  the  house;  and  with  re- 
spect to  which,  it  was  not  necee* 
sttiy  to  do  more  then  merely  to 
repeat  the  figures,  and  to  refer 
to  the  document  It  appeared  that 
the  revenue  of  last  year  amounted 
to  54,414,650/.  The  expenditure 
wa»  49,449,131/.  The  surplus 
of  the  revenue  eonsoquentlv  was 
4^M5,519/«  The  next  thing  ti> 
which  he  came  was  Un  estimate 
of  the  revenue  that  might  fairly 
be  expected  to  ariss  from  the  pre^' 
sent  year,  the  expenditure  which 
his  majesty's  government  proposed 
to  provide  fm*,  and  the  surplus  of 
revenue  over  expenditure.  The 
estimate  which  he  formed  (and  he 
would  by  and  by  expkun  the 
ground  on  which  he-  proceeded  in 
fmmng  it)  was,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  current  year  (after  deducting 
all  that  it  might  be  expected  to 
lose,  in  consequence  of  the  foff 
operation  of  the  reduction  of  taxes 
daring  the  last  year,  and  adding 
to  it  the  amount  that  would  be  re- 
ceived from  the  commissioners  of 
haU-puj  and  pensions)  would  pro- 
duce 57|096,988/«  of  which  he 
calculated  that  5^,JS46,988/.  would 
be  derived  from  the  ordinary  re* 
venue,  and  the  remainder  from  the 
moDey'  to  be  advanced  by  the 
commissioBcrs  of  half-pay  and 
penaionsw  The  total  expenditure 
which  he  counted  on  would  amount 
to  49,852,786/.  ;  and  the  estimate 
might  be  calculated  for  the  occa* 
I  in  this  way  ; 
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TMal  «hMM  of  Aioded  dtbt  for 
Qie  proMttt  jeu,  Uilei^st  df  long  ao- 
muUBt,  ■laoaceoMnt,  and  diargdb  of        ^ 

Fhvnieato  to  bo  niodo  to  Um  con* 

niniobers  of  half  poj   2S0OJ0OO 

other  diarsM  oo  Oko  conaolidatid 
fond,  iMluding  d^il  Mat,  penaioM, 

and  different  items  of  that  descriutioo  {,500,000 

Total  iatefest  of  excheqiier  biU*  .  Ifit»fl0» 

EstioMte  for  the  army  7,36«,000 

EMimatefor  Um  navy  .«« 5M'iJ0m 

EsUmate  for  the  ordnance   •«....  l,382jOOO 

BflsceOaneoiu  •errioes lAS^JOM 

The  total  amoanting  to  ....    40,852,786 

Of  which  SS,4>S6fi00l.  wer^  per- 
manent charges,  and  the  remaining 
16,416,786/.  came  within  the  re- 
gular supplies  of  the  year.  The 
result,  then,  was  this — 

Taking  tht  reveaoe  at    Sf^ 

And  ttie  estimated  expenditure  at     49,e 

lit.  calculated  on  a  surplus  of  ..        7,944,202' 

The  next  point  he  had  to  state 
was  the  mode  which  appeared  to 
his  majesty's  government  most 
expedient  for  the  application  of 
that  surplus.'  What  he  meant  ttf 
propose  was,  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion^ amounting  in  round  Uum- 
hers  to  5,000,000/.,  should  be  aae# 
on  the  principle  which  parliament 
had  already  reoegniaied  for  the  re*> 
duction  of  the  <kbt,.  and  the  re^ 
maining  3|000,000/.  should  be 
applied  to  the  remission  of  taxes. 
The  relief  would  chiefly  be  giantid 
under  the  head  of  **  assessed  taxes ;" 
and  he  would  presently  explain, 
most  minutely*  the  particular  man- 
ner  in  which  he  proposed  to  appor«' 
tioii  the  contemplated  rediiction. 
Having  thus  noticed  <^-^  first,  the 
state  c^  the  revenue  for  last  j^elov 
with  the  surplus ;  secondly,  the  esti^' 
mate  of  the  revenue,  expenditure, 
and  surplus,  for  the  present  year;' 
and  thirdly,  the  mode  in  which  he 
proposed  to  deal  with  that  surplus ; 
he  would  next  proceed  to  address 
himself  to  the  cofniuittee,  for  the- 
purpess  of  giving  such  explana- 
tions, and  making  sueh  obserra- 
tioi%  as  applied  material  to  hinr 

for 
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for  the  consideration  of  these  ques- 
tions. In  the  first  place,  he  would 
call  to  the  recollection  of  the  com- 
mittee that  part  of  his  majesty's 
speech  from  the  throne^  in  which, 
referring  to  the :  state  of  ^e  reve- 
nue last  year,  his  Majesty  had 
declared  %  ^  that  it  exceeded  his  ex- 
pectation;" and  he  conceived  he 
should  be  able  to  prove  to  the 
committee,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  that  ministers  were  per- 
fectly justified  in  placing  those 
words  in  his  Majesty's  mouth  ;  for 
though  it  appeared  from  the  pa- 
pers on  the  table,  that  the  sur- 
plus did  not  amount  to  5,000,000/., 
yet  it  was  very  material  that  th^y 
should  consider  what  that  revenue 
and  surplus  would  have  been^  if, 
during  the  course  of  last  year,  a 
very  important  financial  operation 
had  not  taken  place,  which  in  the 
first  instance  must  have  had  the 
effect  (if  most  materially  reducing 
the  revenue,  while  it  was  not  ac- 
companied by  a  contemporaneous 
reduction  of  expense.  In  the  early 
pert  of  last  year,  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  amount  of  revenue 
and  expenditure  for  the  y^r  IS22 
was  laid  before  the  house,  from 
which.it  appeared  that  there  might 
^lise  a  surplus  of  5,£S0,O00/.,  or 
thereabouts,  if  the  rate  of  taxation 
were  continued  to  the  same  extent 
as  in  the  preceding  year.  But  the 
committee  would  call  to  mind,  that 
not  long  after  that  paper  bad  been 
laid.b^xe  parliament,  a  noble 
lord,  to  whom  he  could  hot  allude 
without  experiencing  feelings  which 
perhaps  he  ought  to  suppress,  stated 
that  his  Majesty's  government  had 
devised  a  mode  by  which  the  bur- 
dens of  the  public  might  in  some 
degree  be  alleviated.  That  noble 
lord  informed  the  house,  that  it 
\  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's 


government  to  propose  (and  they 
Mattered  themselves  that  they 
would  be  able  to  propose  it  success- 
fully) a  very  important  plan,  of 
which  the  effect  would  be,  on  the 
one  hand,  to  diminish  the  expenses 
of  the  country,  and  on  the  other* 
to  give  to  parliament  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reducing  a  considerable 
portion  of  taxation.  The  plan  to 
which  the  noble  lord  alluded  was 
the  redaction  of  the  5  per  cents, 
to  4.  It  was  calculated  that  the 
loss  to  the  revenue  by  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  malt- tax  would  be 
1,400,000/. ;  and  that  the  gain  to 
the  pubUc  by  the  reduction  of 
the  5  per  cents,  would  be  sufficient 
to  balance  that  sum.  But  it  was 
obvious,  th&i  while  on  the  one 
hand  the  reduction  of  taxation  ope- 
rated immediately,  the  reduction 
of  expenditure  could  not,  on  the 
other,  be  contemporaneous  widi  it. 
The  reduction  of  the  malt-tax  took 
effect  from  the  5th  of  April,  182)S, 
but  the  interest  of  the  5  per  cents, 
continued  to  be  paid  to  the  5th  of 
July  last;  so  that  there  could  not 
be,  up  to  that  time,  any  saving  to 
coudterbalance  the  diminution  of 
the  revenue.  The  diminution 
which  the  revenue  sustained  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  repeal  of  a  portion 
of  the  malt-tax,  exclusive  of  the 
sum  lost  on  the  stock  in  hand,  Was, 
1,500,000/.  There  were  other 
points  also  which  reduced  the  re- 
ceipts, without  there  being,  at  the 
moment,  any  corresponding  re- 
duction of  expense.  The  result 
was,  that  the  total  loss  sustained 
by  the  revenue  last  year  was  not 
less  than  1,700,000/.  If,  there- 
fore, no  such  reduction  of  taxation 
had  occurred,  the  committee  must 
observe  that  the  surplus  of  last 
year,  instead  of  being  under 
5,000,000/. 
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i^GOOfiOOL^  would  have  consi- 
derably exceeded  6,j;oO,000/.  ;  and 
Uierefore  he  waa  justified  in  saying, 
that  hia  majesty  stated  nothing 
that  was  not  literally  consistent 
with  the  facti  when  he  declared 
**  that  the  revenue  of  last  year 
had  considerably  exceeded  his  ex- 
pectations/' Now,  let  it  not  be 
sttpposed,  in  showing  what  would 
have  been  the  result  if  no  reduction 
of  taxes  had  taken  place,  that  be 
viewed  the  diminution  of  the  pub- 
lic burdens  with  the  slightest 
regret.  He  was  far  from  enter- 
taining any  such  feeling.  On  the 
contrary,  he  thought  the  reduction 
was  wise,  and  he  felt  the  propriety 
of  extending  it  farther.  But  he 
mast  say,  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible that  any  benefit  which 
such  reduction  could  produce, 
could  have  the  effect,  by  causing  a 
greater  consumption,  or  in  any 
other  way,  of  increasing  the  re- 
mainder of  the  taxes  to  the  amount 
o(  the  portion  which  had  been  re- 
mitted. The  next  point  to  which 
he  wuuld  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  was  the  ground  on 
which  he  estimated  the  produce 
of  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year.  He  thought,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  at  present 
etxisted,  he'  was  entitled  to  assume 
that,  allowing  for  the  diminution 
of  tlie  receipt  of  last  year,  which 
would  also  certainly  accrue  in  the 
present  year,  the  revenue  at  the 
end  of  1823  would,  without  exag- 
geration, be  equal  to  the  revenue 
of  1822.  That  was  his  firm  con- 
viction. He  estimated  the  pro- 
bable amount  of  customs  this  year 
at  10,500,000/.  During  the  last 
year,  the  receipt  amounted  to 
10,662,000/. ;  but  he  had  to  de- 
duct fiiom  that  spip  the  additional 
redaction  which  would  fall  on  the 
1823. 


customs  revenue  this  year,  from 
the  repeal  of  the  whole  of  the  ton- 
nage duty,  amounting  to  160,000/. 
The  excise  of  last  year  was 
27,271,668/.  He  had  akeady  ex- 
plained to  the  committee,  that  by 
the  operation  of  the  reduction  of 
last  year,  which  applied  to  malt, 
leather,  and  in  a  certain  degree  to 
salt,  (for  though  the  diminution  of 
the  salt-tax  did  not  take  effect  till 
the  present  year,  yet  the  demand 
for  that  article  must  Lave  been 
lessened  in  consequence  of  the 
dealers  waiting  to  take  advantage 
of  the  alteration  of  price)  the  re- 
venue was  considerably  affected; 
yet,  notwithstanding  the  reductions 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  total 
amount  of  the  revenue  of  excise 
for  1822  was  little  short  of 
27,272,000*.  Deducting,  how- 
ever, the  whole  amount  of  loss 
which  the  revenue  might  be  ex- 
pected to  sustain  from  the  reduction 
of  duties  which  was  last  year  pro- 
posed, he  thought  he  should  be 
justified  in  taking  the  total  excise 
revenue  at  26,000,000/.  The 
amount  of  stamp  duties  he  would 
take  at  6,600,000/.  or  something 
less.  The  post-office  he  would 
set  down  at  1,400,000/.,  being 
28,000/.  less  than  last  year.  He 
had  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
post-office  revenue  for  1823  would 
fully  equal  the  amount  of  last 
year,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  hazard 
the  possibility  of  overrating  any 
item.  The  assessed  taxes  and  land- 
tax  last  year  produced  7,217,969/. 
It  would  l>e  recollected,  that  in  the 
course  of  last  year  the  window  and 
hearth  tax  in  Ireland  had  been  to- 
tally abolished ;  therefore,  towards 
the  termination  of  that  year,  the 
revenue  sustained  a  certain  portion 
of  loss.  The  entire  amount  of 
those  taxes  must  be  deducted  in 
F  the 
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Ihe  present  year,  atid  therefore  Jie 
would  take  the  assessed  taxed  and 
land  tax  at  7,100,000/.;  the 
amount  of  the  assessed  taxes  at 
5,900,000/.  and  that  of  the  land 
tax  at  1,200,000/.  There  were 
sonie  smaller  items  which  would 
produce  upwards  of  600,000/.  The 
result  was,  that  be  felt  himself  jus- 
tified in  assuming,  that  the  ordinary 
revenue  would  produce  5S,!B00,000/. 
The  revenue,  at  one  view,  stood 
thus : — 

Ca>tomt    ....     lO^.OnO 

SxcUe ; 26ooo,oa) 

Sumps     6.600,000 

PoiCotfice      ..  1,400,000 

.  AmtUtd  taxes  and  land  Mx    .  7.100,000 

Sandries 600,000 

ToUl    5e.ViO0,O0O 

He  bad  thus  ventured  to  form  a 
calculation  founded  upon  the  actual 
receipt  of  these  Several  branches 
of  the  public  revenue  dnring  the 
current  year,  and  that  calculation, 
be  thought,  fully  justified  him  in 
the  anticipations  he  had  formed 
lespectingits  prospective  operation ; 
and  it  was  true,  that  under  all  th» 
several  heads  which  he  had  enu- 
merated, the  receipts  of  the  last 
year  had  exceeded  those  of  any 
preceding  year.  3ut  when  they 
looked  at  all  th^  circumstances 
under  which  that  excess  took 
place,  he  felt,  and  he  trusted  the 
committee  would  feel  with  him, 
that  he  was  not  ,too  sanguine  in 
entertaining  a  confident  opinion 
that  the  revenue  would  hot  merely 
continue  for  the  current  year  upon 
the  same  scale  of  improvement  as 
the  last,  but  that  it  would  continue 
to  evince  a  still  greater  progressive 
increase,  and  that  the  amount 
would  accumulate  at  least  in  equal 
ratio.  This  belief  he  entertained 
with  the  utmost  confidence;  he 
entertained  it  the  more  sangninely, 
when  he  looked  towards  the  great 


and  extensive  regions  now  opeolngf- 
to  British  commerce  tn  almost 
every  quarter  of  the  ^l«ibe-**-wb«i 
he  found  arising  in  Great  Britain, 
and,  because  it  arose  there,  adopted 
and  acting  upon  in  other  coyntnes^ 
a  new  and  improved  principle, 
which  emancipated  commerce  from 
the  embarrassing  shackles  with 
which  antiquated  notions  had  so 
long  incumbered  it — a  new  prin« 
ciple,  which  he  was  happy  to  say, 
during  the  short  time  it  had  been 
acted  upon,  had,  both  in  this  and 
in  other  countries  which  naturaiiy 
looked  up  to  Grea[t  Britain  foi' 
examples  of  commercial  policy* 
most  essentially  contributed  to  the 
real  interests  of  commerce  in  every 
quarter  of  the  glohe.  He  had 
always  thought  that  the  broad  and 
just  principle  of  policy  was  that 
which,  in  its  application,  rendered 
commerce  mutaally  advantftgeont 
to  all  who  were  ei^gaged  in  il :  to 
be  effective  it  must  be  reciprocals 
one  party  benefiting  by  the  de- 
mand, anofiier  equally  by  the  con^ 
sumption,  and  each  interested  in 
the  well-^oing  of  the  other.  Hift 
anticipation  was  the  more  fixed  and 
gratifying  when  he  inund,  that  In 
all  those  articles  of  comnaetioe 
which .  this  conntry  w«mted,  mnd 
bthen  Were  in  a  tondition  lo 
to|yply,  there  was  a  steady  incrMM 
of  reventie  and  consQmption>  pr<H 
Stable  to  all  parties  and  eMettfinl 
to  the  state.  When  he  coupM 
these  facts  with  wblit  he  bad  ^* 
ready  said  of  the  opening  and 
extending  markets,  which  we^s 
becoming  available  to  Enghwid 
from  the  other  qnaitevs  -of  -^tm 
world,  and  affording  anticipatidMi 
of  great  and  gradual  extension^'-* 
by  the  Way,  not  the  less  valuable 
because  they  were  gradoal^^-^tt 
was  not  too  much  for  him  to  in* 

dttlge 
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dalge  io  the  most  flattering  pros- 
pects.    They  had  seen,  be  miftht 
exclaim,    a   bright    morn  arising 
upon  their  horizon,  and  migi^  an- 
ticipale  the  broad  sunshine  of  a 
meridian  sky«    Turning  now  from 
foreign  commerce,  if  he  adverted 
to  the  operation  of  domestic  con- 
samption,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
uaeqoi vocal  test  of  the  excise,  he 
had  there  again  to  lay  before  the 
eommittee  an  e«|ually  bright  pic- 
tare-rfae  had  to. declare  thid  same 
satisfaction  at  seeing  those  facts 
which    vindicated    ^e    increased 
■Mans    of   consumption    of    the 
people  at  home,  and   which*    in 
^iespite  of  those  partial  and  much- 
to-be-regretted  distresses  that  per- 
vaded    particular    parts    of    the 
country,  and  which  pressed  upon 
particular  classes,  still  showed  be^^ 
yond  a  doubt,  a  state  of  things 
from  which  the  clearest  deduction 
«rose  ill  favour  of  the  increased 
«ase»  oomfor^  and  happiness  of  the 
people  generally.   It  appeared  (and 
this   demonstrated    what  he   had 
deduced)  by    the    returns   of  the 
quantity  of  articles  charged  to  the 
excise  last  year,    that   in  every 
branch  of  genen^  importance  a 
great  increase  of  consumption  had 
arisen  as  compared  with  the  ave- 
lage  of  the  three  preeeding  years; 
(nr  iastanoe,   upon    beer,    bricks, 
candles,  hides,  glass,  malt,  paper, 
printed  gpiods,  salt,   soap,  starch, 
British  spirits,  foreign  tea,  tobacco, 
and  each  articles  of  general  use — 
upon  ^yery  one  of  these  essential 
articles,  apon  which  he  might  say 
tbe-qomfort  of  the  people  so  essenti- 
ally depended,  there  was  a  palpable 
•nerease  during  the  last  year,  over 
and    above    the    three   preceding 
years.    Was  it  unreasonable,  when 
such  a- fac^  was  apparent,  •to  anti- 
cipate the  odBtiBuancie  of  that  in- 


crease  during  the  ourreat  yearf 
Was  he  too  sanguine  in  estimating 
the  same  consumption  ?    Was  it  no 
fair  ground  of  argument,  when  he 
saw  the  general  branches  of  com* 
merce   expanding,  to  reason  that 
the  improvement  of  one  class  must 
act  beneficially  upon  another,  and 
co-operate  to  pntduce  mutual  ad- 
vantage?    He    might    rely   upon 
the  paper  which  he  held  in  his 
hand  (the  schedule   of  the  com- 
parative consumption),  as  sufficient 
proof,  if  they  looked  at  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  of  the  essential 
improvement    which    had    taken 
place  in  their  condition— if  they 
looked  at  the  actual  situation  of 
the  country   internally  in   all  its 
great  branches  of  industry,   and 
compared  it  with  what  it  had  been 
but  three  or  four  years  ago,  there 
was  the  utmost  reason  for  exulta-s 
tiun.      When  distress  had  unfor- 
tunately existed,  disquietude,  dis- 
order, outrage,  even  sedition  itself, 
unfortunately    appeared.     Where, 
now,  were  all  those  symptoms  of 
disorganization?      They  had   va- 
nished, and  in  their  places  were 
found    order,    tranquillity,   peace, 
happiness,  and  content.   This  very 
circumstance  alone  of  the  change 
of  feeling  in  the  people  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  within  years 
so  few,  was  the  most  unequivocal 
demonstration     of  the    improved 
Condition  of  the  people — ^ademoa-* 
stration  in  itoelf  striking,  and  most 
gratifying  in    a  moral    point    of 
view ;  and  from  it  he  derived,  in 
common  with  all  good  men,  tb« 
in^nite  consolation  of    the   fixed 
and  honest  character  of  the  people ; 
for  it  clearly  established  this-^hat 
when  and  where  diiferent  feelings 
and  habits  arose  among  the  people, 
distress  and  •  privation  were  alone 
the  iaflnential   causes;    but   fibat 
f  3  there 
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there  was  at  bc^ttoan  vtmething  so  amount — be  alluded  to  the  oec^* 
sttbetanttally  patriolic  in  the  cha-  sary  deductions  under  the'  heail  of 
racier  of  the  people,  so  sincere  and  charges  for  collecting  the  revenoe.- 
deep<*rooted  an  attachment  to  the  lie  believed  it  would  be  foand- 
geouine  principles  of  the  consti-  practicable  iu  various  items,  and 
tution,  that  when  the  galling  pres-  under  various  heads  of  the  col- 
sure  of  distress  was  removed  from  lection,  to  make  considerable 
the.  general  mass,  the  great  pro-  reductions  of >  this  charge  of  col-^ 
moting  cause  of  disquietude  disap-  lection.  When  he  made  this  ad- 
peared.  It  was  this  knowledge  of  mission^  be  wished  it  to  be  dis<^ 
the  real  character  of  the  people  tinctly  understood  that  a  great  deal 
that  always  induced  him  with  deep  had  been  already  actually  done  in 
regret  to  concur  in  measures  of  this  respect  by  his  majesty's  go- 
coercive  severity  directed  against  vernment.  He  was  most  anxious 
any  portion  of  them,  when  tem-  to  demonstrate  the  progress  in  that 
porary  aberrations  imperiously  reduction  which  had  been  made  in 
called  for  an  increased  activity  the  course  of  the  last  year;  boc 
of  the  law.  Let  them,  in  esti-  he  was  sorry  to  state,  that  so  soon 
mating  the  improved  condition  of  after  the  close  Qf  the  year^  it  was 
tbe  people  generally,  turn  their  found  impossible  to  make  up  thor 
eyes  to  another  matter,  not  large,  accounts,  so  as  to  give  with  acca- 
iodeed,  as  compared  with  the  whole  racy  the  amount  of  what  had  been 
property  of  the  country,  hut  still  done  under  the  head  he  bad  men- 
great  in  its  bearing  upon  the  gene-  tioned.  This  impossibility  wae, 
cal  interest  —  he  alluded  to  the  he  trusted,  obvioue  to  all  who  were 
saving  banks.  During  the  last  acquainted  with  the  manner  ii» 
year  there  had  been  a  very  con-  which  it  wps  necessary  to  have 
siderabie  addition  to  their  accumu-  these  accounts  made  up.  He  could, 
lation,  both  in  the  number  of  however,  give  a  general  view  of 
contributors,  and  in  the  amount  of  the  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
tbe  deposits.  It  was  impossible  to  collection  which  had  already  been 
advert  to  these  institutions  without  ejected,  by  comparing  what  it  hud 
feeling  that  they  were  the  greatest  been  during  the  last  four  years,  and 
blessings  which  had  been  conferred  tbe  gradual  and  steady  diminution 
npott  the  people  of  late  years,  and  which  the  government  had>  eiH 
that  their  success  was  one  of  the  forced.  I'lS^ing  the  cintoms  (a 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  the  department  which,  from  its  con^ 
ease*  and  comfort,  and  provident  stitutien,  imposed  the  greater  ex- 
disposition  of  the  people.  Inde-  pense  in  the  collection),  the  ex- 
pendent  of  the  circumstances  to  pense  of  the  collection  was  — 
which  he  had  alluded,  and  which  ,  ,^.„                       ..«.•«.. 

,    ^      ,.         1*1     1      .  Id  1818.... l,.m.oeiI. 

appeared  to  him   nkely  to  secure  inistg ijaiMU. 

a  gradual  increase  of  the  revenoe,  iSlSS  1*. '.".*.'. i;*.'.!'. Ill  i^^& 
there   were    others   to   which    he 

wish«4i  to  allude,  as  ailecting  that  showing  a  progressive  diminutioa 

portion    of    the    revenue   which,  from  the  year  1818  to  1821>  which 

being  received,  in  gross  from  the  amounted  to  25S,S4\L     It  might 

public,  is  diverted  in  its  course,  by  be  quite  fair  in  argument  for  any 

various  causes,  from  entering  the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  that 

Exchequer  in  the  same  aggregate  enough  had  not  been  yet  accom- 
plished. 
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pHsbed^  He  readily  admitted  that 
that  was  a  fair  ground  (or  disciiB- 
noD  and  conflicting  argunient ; 
but  he  was  nevertheless  prepared 
to  assert  that  what  bad  already 
been  done  was  at  least  prima  facit 
proof  that  the  government  had  not 
been  negligent  upon  that  part  of 
the  public  business^,  and  had  not 
overlooked  the  necessity  for  pro- 
nfH>ting  all  practicable  reduction  in 
that  branch  of  the  general  expen- 
diture. As  time  went  on,  the 
nature  of  their  labours  would  be 
daily  exemplified,  and  the  public 
would  be  progressively  deriving 
the  advantages  necessarily  accru- 
ing from  the  able  inquiry  in  which 
they  had  embarked:  this- related 
to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of 
Bngland,  but  let  them  turn  to  that 
of  Ireland — there,  indeed,  he  was 
fnost  ready  and  anxious  to  declare, 
not  only  that  so  much  might  be 
done^  but  where  he  would  pledge 
himself  that  so  much  should  bei 
done.  He  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commissioners  two 
years  ago,  to  inquire  into  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  in  Ireland. 
At  that  time  nobody  objected  to 
the  appointment  of  that  committee : 
true,  by  some  it  was  ridiculed  as  a 
vain  attempt — by  others  under- 
valued, as  little  calculated,  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  to  produce  the 
intended  result;  but  what  had 
been  the  eventual  fact?  To  the 
result  of  the  labours  of  these  com- 
missioners he  might  now  confi- 
dently appeal.  What  they  had 
done  hitherto  -was  before  their 
country — they  had  investigated  to 
the  bottom  the  abuses  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  Irish  revenue,  and  he 
hoped  he  might  be  permitted  to 
add,  that  the  government  of  this 
country  had  not  been  backward  in 


evincing  the  fullest  resolution; 
indeed,  be  had  heard  (if  it  were 
not  irregular  to  refer  to  it)  the 
first  minister  of  the  crown  avow 
the  firm  determination  of  his  mar 
jesty's  government  to  accede  to 
the  recommendation  i>f  the  com- 
missioners, and  give  the  fullest 
effect  to  their  labours*  Iti  fur* 
therance  of  that  object,  he  would 
himself  be  found  ready  to  briifg 
forward  a  bill,  should  the  doty  of 
originating  it  devolve  upon  him, 
to  give  legislative  force  to  their 
recommendation ;  or,  in  the  event 
of  the  task  fallii^  into  other 
hands,  he  should  be  found  ready- 
to  tender  his  best  assistance  to 
make  the  bill  as  applicable  and 
comprehensive  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  required.  The  necessary 
operation  of  such  a  bill  was  ti> 
reduce  expenditure  and  diminisb 
patronage.  Now,  it  might  bt*- 
said  that  to  the  niaiptenance  of 
these  two  things  he  was  partial, 
audi  indeed,  he  might  be  supposed 
officially  attached  to  them  both. 
Whatever  were  his  attachment  to 
office,  he  still  cif^uld  assure  the 
committee  that  such  an  imputed 
disposition — for  an  imputation  u|H>n 
his  character  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  say  he  held  it  to  be 
— would  desert  him  here,  and 
he  should  be  found  most  ready 
and  most  anxious  to  give  practical 
effect  to  the  useful  and  zealous 
labours  of  the  commissioners.  He 
then,  with  reference  to  the  esti- 
mated expenditure  of  the  present 
year,  the  total  of  which  was  es- 
timated at  49,853,786/.,  repeated 
the  following  items  which  com- 
posed a  part  of  that  amount:  vi2.' 

The  Arm T  ^t,S0COOO 

The  Miivy  ^^900 

The  Ordnance i;S8S,000 

MiscelliuieeiM l»4$tfiao  . 

He  was  anxious  to  advert  a  little 

to 
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to  Ihe  state  of  Uie  branches  of  the 
pttblk  expeodituFe  vikich  he  bad 
just  eoumeratedy  and  to  cempare 
tbem  with  the  amount  of  former 
years ;  thus  adopting  a  standard  of 
comparison  to  which  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  resort  in  that  house* 
There  was  not  a  more  common 
topic  of  reproach  for  the  govern* 
ment  to  endure,  than  that  of  che- 
rishing a  disinclination  to  revert 
tp  the  reductions  of  former  years 
ill  many  of  the  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure :  it  was  his 
present  object  to  show  that  such  a 
mode  of  attack,  though  inappli- 
cable to  the  measures  of  the  pre- 
sent government,  was  neither  just 
nor  fair.  He  was  aware  that  it 
was  a  plan  of  tactics  r^gqlarly 
brought  to  bear  upon  all  adminis-; 
trations  in  their  turn;  but  surely  it 
oaght  to  be  considered  by  unofii- 
ciid  and  irresponsible  ipen,  that 
a  discretion  must  necessarily  be 
left  in  the  breasts  of  those  who 
guided  the  helm  of  the  state,  with 
all  the  responsibility,  and  in  the 
possession  of  all  the  information 
which  necessarily  belonged  to  their 
situation:  it  did  not  follow  that 
a  branch  of  the  public  expenditure 
was  overcharged  and  unnecessary, 
because  it  was  so  stated  within  the 
walls  of  parliament — it  did  not  fol- 
low that  an  administration  were 
unreasonably  riveted  to  a  particular 
system,  because  they  did  not  im- 
soediately  relinquish  it,  and  adopt 
that  recommended  by  their  political 
opponents.  In  fact,  nothing  was. 
more  unfair,  nothing  was  more  pal- 
pably unjust,  than  to  charge  them 
with  indifference  to  the  public  bur* 
dens,  with  inattention  to  salutary 
admonition,  because  they  did  not 
hasten  to  adopt  this  plan  and  the 
other  plan,  in  the^rder  in  which 
they  were  submitted  to  them  :    all 


goveniments  must  maJit  their  uc^ 
count  in  submitting  to  this  speeifs  of 
critical  animadversioD.  It  was  the 
eharge  upon  all  governmeets,  and  all 
tim68,andso  it  must  continue.  With** 
out  however  meaning  to  provokeaoy 
discussion  upon  detaib  at  this  nao* 
meat,  and  wishing  to  reserve  them 
for  a  committee,  when  they  could 
fight  them  out  with  all  proper  ardour, 
he  thought  the  fair  way  of  show- 
ing the  ammu»  of  the  govenmieDl 
was  to  look  at  what  they  had  been 
doing  upon  a  large  scale,  and  then 
see  whether  or  not  they  were  fairly 
chargeable  with  any  disiacUnatioo 
to  give  all  practicable  attention  lo 
a  reduction  of  the  public  expendi- 
ture*  For  instance,  let  the  com- 
Koitlee  compare  the  estimates  for 
the  army,  the  navy,  the  ordpance, 
and  the  o^isceUaiteous,  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  and  those  immediately 
preceding  it;  the  fact  of  their  do- 
sire  to  promote  reduction  would  be 
placed  beyond  all  doubt  by  that 
comparison*  Notwithstanding  the 
late  increase  in  the  navy,  theie 
would,  he  knew,  be  a  reduction  in 
the  present  year,  as  compared  to 
the  last,  of  470,000/.  -,  it  would 
have  amounted  to  600,000/.  were 
it  net  for  the  increased  energies  in- 
fused into  that  branch  of  the  na- 
tional service.  But,  comparing 
these  branches  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  expense  at  the  present  tinacy 
with  the  amount  in  1821,  there 
would  be  found  a  reduction  of 
l»9^7,0a0/. ;  with  1820,  a  reduc- 
tion of  2,971»000/. ;  with  1819.  a 
reduction  of  2,156,000/.;  with 
1818,2,449,000/.;  and  with  the 
estimate  of  the  committee  of  fi- 
nance of  1 8 1 7,  1 ,335,000/.  When 
the  committee  heard  this  com- 
parative statement  of  reduction, 
would  they  lend  their  attention  to 
the  charge  of  indifference  so  often 
imputed 
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impttted  against  the  government? 
He  reprobated  such  an  imputation, 
and  when  they  were  charged  with 
not  making  reductions  in  every 
item  of  the  public  service,  he  re- 
butted and  refuted  the  charge  by 
showing,  as  he  had  done»  what  had 
already  been  accomplished  by  mi- 
nisters— enough,  he  thought,  to  sa- 
tisfy the  committee  an^  the  coun* 
try  of  their  sincere  disposition  to 
reduce  whenever  just  and  reason- 
able economy  sanctioned  ttie  di- 
minution of  the  public  burdens, 
always  considering  the  mainly* 
nance  of  the  national  security,  the 
deep  and  nwful  responsibility  of 
which  was  reposed  in  them ;  with 
this  additional  consideration,^- that 
from  their  official  information  they 
must  be  considered  as  possessing 
means  to  see  a  little  beyond  the 
surface  of  things,  at  least  to  a 
greater  depth  than  others  who  were 
withoot  the  same  species  of  in- 
formation. And  here  he  could 
not  but  say,  in  allusion  to  proceed- 
ings elsewheie,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  been  most  unjustly 
traduced,  when  they  had  been 
charged  with  siipporting  ministers 
in  a  long  and  profligate  course  of 
improvident  expenditure.  Were 
he  to  travel  into  the  comparative 
amount  of  the  miscellaneous  ex- 
penditure in  the  same  course  of 
years,  and  into  the  account  of  E^- 
chequer  bills,  the  same  compara- 
tive reduction  would  be  found  to 
peivade  them,  the  same  satisfac- 
tfir^  result  would  follow  the  exa- 
mination, and  the  total  estimate 
of  the  prifsent  year,  pnder  all  the 
heads  of  supply,  would)  as  com- 
pared with  the  last  year,  show  a 
reduction  of  971,000/, ;  and  this, 
he  repeated,  notwitlistanding  the 
increase  in  the  navy,  and,  es  com- 
pared  with  the    estimate   in  the 


finance  report  of  1817,  a  reduction 
of  2,671,000/.  Having  now  ex- 
plained the  items  of  his  accounts, 
and  the  grounds  of  the  several 
estimated  calculations  which  he 
had  enumerated,  he  bad  to  ex- 
plain his  mode  of  dealiog  with  the 
surplus  of  7,000,000/.,  which  he 
had  already  announced  to  the  com- 
mittee. He  had  explained  to 
them  that  he  thought  it  fitting 
to  put  by  5,000,000/.  to  the 
sinking  fund,  for  the  eventual  re^ 
duction  of  the  debt,  and  to  apply 
the  difference  to  a  reduction  of 
taxation.  When  the  country  had 
the  advantage  of  a  surplus  uf  this 
nature,  there  were  obviously  three 
principal  ways  of  dealing  wiih  it : 
either  to  abolish  it  entirely,  and  to 
apply  the  whole  to  the  reduction 
of  taxes^  or  to  consign  it  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  debt.  The  third 
way  was  to  combine  the  principles 
of  the  two  former,  and  give  theui' 
a  conjunctive  opf  ration.  The  last 
was  the  principU  which  tlie  ^ot 
vernment  were  prepared  to  adopt ; 
and  he  flattered  himself  it  would 
prove  more  ia  accordance  with 
the  system  already  laid  down  by 
parliament,  and  the  principles 
which  hud  previously  received 
their  deliberate  sanction.  If  be 
were  right  in  what  be  collected  to 
have  been  the  leading  piinciples 
which  governed  the  policy  of  par« 
liament,  he  could  not  discover  any 
reason  why  the  government  should 
now  depart  from  that  course  which 
bad  been  already  so  btrungly  re- 
cognised. A  pro|>osition,  founded 
upon  the  first  principle,  would  at 
once  go  to  the  abolition  of  the  sink«> 
ing  fund,  and  the  ab^dpument  uf 
all  attempts  to  depr^ase  progrea- 
sively  the  pressure  qf-the  public 
debt— a  principle  dajigerous  at  all 
times,  but  at  th^  present  parti- 
cularly 
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culariy  alunuing^.  for  it  would  in-' 
volve  as  a  neceftsary  consequence 
the  idea  of  an  indefinite  addition  to 
the  national  debt,  without  any 
fixed  hope  of  ultimate  adjustment 
Let  those  who  would  venture  to 
recommend  the  introduction  of 
such  a  principle  into  the  policy  of 
the  country,  consider  what  may  be 
the  duty  and  necessity  of  the  times. 
Who  couid  say  what  may  be  the 
nature  of  the  claims  which  should 
devolve  on  the  nation?  .  Who 
could  say  what  energies  they  may 
be  called  upon  to  wield  in  defence 
of  all  that  was  dear  and  valuable 
in  national  honour?  Who  could 
say  when  they  may  be  compelled 
again  to  resort  to  that  firm  bul- 
wark— ^the  invaluable  credit  of  the 
country;  and  was  this  the  time 
(if  ever)  when  they  ought  to  dis- 
turb that  which  if  shaken  might 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  coun- 
try itself?  Were  they  then  at 
such  a  time  to  lay  down  a  prin- 
ciple, that  in  time  of  peace  they 
would  abandon  the  practice  of  re- 
ducing the  debt  which  they  had 
incurred  in  time  of  war  ?  Would 
they  establish  a  new  principle  which, 
in  its  inevitable  consequences, 
would  lead  to  a  revolution  in 
all  the  property  of  the  country? 
Suppose  they  should  again  be 
under  a  necessity  of  having  re- 
course to  loans,  how  would  the 
country  benefit,  even  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  from  this  alteration 
in  their  policy?  Would  they  not 
have  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  in- 
terest to  those  who  advanced  the 
money,  when  the  latter  had  reason 
to  know  that  they  never  meant 
to  pay  off  in  the  time  of  peace,  the 
debt  which  they  had  contracted  in 
time  of  war  ?  To  pay  off,  did  he 
say?  No;  not  even  to  attempt 
to  ^y  off,  upon  the    recognized 


principle  of  progressive  reductinB* 
When  they  knew  that  the  interest 
of  that  debt  amounted  to  taxure 
tban  half  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  nobody  could  conceive  its 
pressure;  and  it  was  because  he 
felt  it  to  be  a  thing  which  neces- 
sarily and  inevitably  weighed  down 
the  country  in  a  heavy  degree,  that 
he  deemed  it  indispensable  to  adopt 
every  practicable  mode  of  reducing 
its  amount.  If  ever  there  were  a 
time  when  it  was  imperative  upon 
the  country  to  maintain  its  credit, 
he  thought  the  present  was,  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  that  period ;  and 
the  avowal  of  that  time,  and  the 
determination  to  maintain  that  cre- 
dit inviolable,  ought  to  be  made 
when  they  knew  that  vague  and 
mischievous  notions  were  studiously 
inculcated,  that  ttie  people  had 
no  remedy  for  their  burdens  but 
the  compulsory  seizure  of  a  part 
of  the  public  debt — a  seizure  iu- 
volving  every  character  of  spolia* 
tion — a  robbery  of  one  set  of 
people,  to  relieve  another: — ^he  was 
glad  10  find  that  his  own  sentiments 
were  echoed  from  every  part  of 
the  house.  If  they  were  once  to 
lay  down  the  principle  of  never 
reducing  their  debt  by  every  just 
and  practicable  means,  they  would 
at  once  be  giving  an  impetus  to 
those  who  pressed  for  this  act  of 
spoliation,  to  urge  on  their  princi- 
ples and  promote  their  views. 
There  would  then  be  an  end  to  the 
character  of  the  country,  the  mo- 
ment its  legislature  acknowledged 
the  principle  of  not  adhering  to  a 
system  having  for  its  object  the 
reduction  of  the  debt  He  would 
therefore  say,  that  there  never  was 
in  the  history  of  the  country,  a 
moment  when  so  many  motives 
combined  to  render  it  imperative 
upon  them  to  declare  their   firm 
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fttid  deliberate  and  necessary  re- 
solution to  abide  by  the  plighted 
fiiitfa  o^  the  c<tuntry.  In  inflexibly 
adhering  to  this  resolution,  it  did 
nut  follow  as  a  matter  of  course 
that  the  principle  which  they  re- 
cognized was  intended  to  be  car- 
ried to  every  extent,  and  that,  how- 
iervcr  great  the  surplus  of  the  year 
should  prove,  it  was  to  be  uni- 
formly and  wholly  applied  to  the 
fund  for  reduction.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  a  public  debt  might,  by 
various  means,  be  reduced  too 
much,  as  well  as  too  quickly,  for 
the  general  interests  f»f  the  state. 
He  could  easily  anticipate  circum- 
stances when  it  would  not  only  be 
extremely  desirable,  but  actually 
necessary,  to  limit  the  operation  of 
such  a  fond,  and  apply  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  surplus  to  the  re- 
duction of  taxes.  That  was  the 
principle  which  parliament  had 
last  year  recognized,  with  a  per- 
fect conviction  of  its  wisdom,  and 
with  the  fullest  consistency  in  that 
policy  to  which  they  had  so  long 
adhered.  It  had  often  been  said 
that  a  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
became,  as  it  were,  in  official  prin- 
ciple so  enamoured  with  taxes, 
that  he  could  never  be  weaned 
from  a  fond  affection  of  clinging 
to  them,  and  that,  what  he  once 
got  in  this  way,  it  was  difficult 
afterwards  to  wring  from  him. 
He  could  assure  the  committee 
that  whatever  affections  he  ooigbt 
harbour,  he  was,  though  new 
in  office,  not  quite  so  enamour*^ 
ed  with  taxes  as  to  wish  to 
retain  them  .  with  too  firm  a 
grasp.  On  the  contrary,  he  freely 
admitted  that  it  was  both  neces- 
sary and  desirable  that  the  coun- 
try should  receive  every  possible 
relief  which  a  remission  of  taxes 
could  confer,  and  that  what  had 


been  done  last  year  in  that  respect 
had  been  done  wisely  and  justly  ; 
whatever  differences  they  might 
have  entertained  as  to  the  extent 
and  manner  of  such  a  mode  of 
relief,  nobody  could  deny  that  re- 
duction of  taxes  was  per  se  a  great 
relief  to  a  community,  and  it  was 
upon  this  conviction  that  the  go- 
vernment were  now  prepared  to  act. 
He  would  not,  after  having  so  long 
intruded  upon  them,  enter  into  any 
laboured  reasoning  to  show  why 
the  reduction  should  be  on  articles 
which  might  be  said  to  be  of  the 
nature  of  direct  rather  than  of  in- 
direct consumptiim.  The  selection 
was  obvious  in  itself,  and,  where 
the  reasons  were  so  many  and 
strong,  be  might  be  spared  from 
enumerating  them.  The  taxes  to 
which  he  meant  to. call  their  at- 
tention were  partly  absolute,  and 
partly  rated  at  a  per-centage.  The 
assessed  taxes  were  divisible  into 
four  heads.  In  the  first  were  com- 
prised the  duties  on  windows ;  next 
came  the  duties  on  houses*;  thirdly, 
those  on  horses,  carriages,  ser* 
vants,  &c. ;  and  fourthly,  those 
various  small  items  of  dogs,  armo- 
rial bearings,  and  such  like  heads 
of  taxation.  It  was  his  intention 
to  leave  the  whole  of  the  last 
class  as  it  stood,  it  not  appearing 
to  him  that  there  were  sufficient 
grounds  for  calling  for  reduction  in 
that  quarter.  In  looking  at  those 
other  taxes  which  pressed  severely 
on  the  different  classes  of  society , 
upon  a  fair  balance  of  considera« 
tion,  he  thought  there  was  less 
ground  of  complaint  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  house-tax  than  of 
others  distributed  over  the  same 
extent.  The  principal  object  which 
be  had  in  view  in  the  reductions 
which  he  intended  to  propose  was 
to  afford  the  utmost  possible  IneKef 
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to  the  agricultural  inlnrefifi;  but 
being  of  opinion  that  the  tax 
upon  houses  was  one  which  pressed 
with  the  least  seventy  upon  that 
important  interest,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  propose  any  reduction  of 
that.  There  were,  however,  many 
small  items  of  the  assessed  taxes, 
which  in  their  operation  were  very 
expressive  and  inconvenient  to  in- 
dividuals, and  in  their  gollection 
exceedingly  vexatious,  and  gave 
rise  to  eternal  surcharges  and  dis- 
putes. These  small  items  occa- 
sioned double  the  inconvenience 
ihat  was  produced  by  taxes  of 
larger  amount,  and  caused  no  in- 
considerable expense  in  their  col- 
lection. He  proposed  to  repeal  a 
great  number  of  these  items,  and 
he  would  state  them  to  the  house* 
The  first  tax  which  he  would  men- 
tion was  one  upon  that  class  of  per^ 
sons  who  came  under  the  description 
of  male  servants  occasionally  cm- 
.ployed.  It  was  obvious  that  this 
tax  was  exceedingly  inconvenient, 
embarrassing,  and  vexatious,  and 
£ave  rise  to  continual  disputes,  and 
tended  to  render  the  assessed  taxes 
.more  unpalatable  (he  would  not 
use  a  stronger  word)  than  they 
ought  fairly  to  be,  when  considered 
merely  with  reference  to  their 
amount.  He  intended  to  repeal 
this  tax  entirely:  it  amounted  to 
about  37,200/.  Another  class  of 
persons  were  charged  with  a  tax, 
who,  however,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  peculiarly  ill-suited  for  the  im- 
position of  any  tax  —  he  meant 
those  described  as  occasional  gar* 
deners.  The  tax  had,  doubtless, 
been  imposed  under  the  idea  that 
gardening  was  an  object  of  luxury ; 
but  its  effect  was  very  frequently 
to  prevent  poor  people  from  ob- 
taining employment.  If  a  gentle- 
wa»  were  to  employ  a  poor  man 


to  mend  a  walk  ox  trim  a  bed  io 
his  garden  for  only  one  week*  he 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
paying  the  tax*  The  tax  was 
only  10#. — that  was  not  much,  to 
be  sure ;  but  persons  did  not  lik« 
to  make  an  additional  return.  He 
must  confess,  there  was  something 
exceedingly  unpleasant  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  that  paper  which  the 
collector  put  into  ooe*s  hand.  In- 
dividuals had  a  repugnance  to 
placing  in  the  returns  the  name  of 
an  occasional  gardener*  merely 
because  they  had  employed  some 
poor  man,  perhaps  from  charitable 
motives,  for  a  few  days,  in  oma* 
Qienting  their  gardens.  Believing 
that  the  tax  upon  persons  ena- 
ployed  as  occasional  gardeners  was 
unwise,  and  that  it  operated  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  poor,  he  pro- 
posed to  repeal  it  altogether*  The 
total  amount  of  the  tax  was  about 
1S»700/.  The  next  item  of  tax- 
ation  which  he  meant  to  abolish 
was  that  upon  the  lower  class  of 
taxed  carts.  A  petition  against 
that  tax  had,  he  believed,  been 
recently  presented  to  the  house; 
and  the  honourable  member  for 
Aberdeen  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  move  for  a  return  of 
its  amount  The  honourable  mem- 
ber should  be  furnished  with  the 
return,  which  would  be  the  last 
he  would  have  occasion  to  call  for, 
upon  that  subject  at  least.  He 
computed  the  amount  of  the  tax 
to  be  about  9^00/.  There  was 
another  ta^  which  he  would  totally 
repeal :  it  was  unimportant  in  its 
amount,  but  it  fell  upon  a  class  of 
persons  whom  he  did  not  wish  to 
tax  at  all,  if  he  could  help  it ;  he 
alluded  to  the  tax  of  Sa.  upon 
ponies  under  thirteen  hands  high« 
At  a  time  whea  the  government 
was  terribly  in  want  of  money,  and 
obliged 
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•Uigtd  l^i^t  all  k  cotild  whip  up, 
llw  impofiitioii  of  socb  a  tax  migbt 
be  excused ;  bal  now  tbal  they  were 
aboot  a  banajide  reduction  of  tax« 
atiooy  it  ougbt  not  be  allowed  to 
cootiBue.     The  produce  of  the  tax 
was  only  4180/.     It  was  also  bis 
intention  tp  repeal  another  tax  of 
equal  amount  to  that  which  be  had 
just  mentioned ;  it  was  the  tax  of 
Ss,  on  horses  employed  by  small 
farmers  Who  happened  also  to  be 
engaged  in  trade.    The  produce  of 
that  tax  was  6500/.      It  was  obvi* 
OQS  the  persons  by  whom  it  was 
paid  most  be  poor,    and  that   it 
must  be  a  great  inconvenience   to 
theoQu      He  therefore    felt    great 
pleasure  in  proposing  its  total  re- 
peal*   Ue  had  now  mentioned  all 
the  amall  items  of  taxation  which 
he  intended  to  repeal  altogether. 
The  remaining  taxes  upon  horses, 
carriages,  servants,  and  other  ob- 
jects, he  proposed  to  reduce  50  per 
cent.    It  diigbt,  perhaps,    be  ob* 
jected  that  the  largest  portion  of 
those  taxes  were  paid  by  persons 
whose  means  enabled  them  to  do 
so  with  ease,  and  that  they  (the 
taxes)  did  not  operate  oppressively 
upon  that  class  of  the  community 
which   was  most  dbtressed.     He 
had  certainly  endeavoured  to  con- 
sult   the  advantage  of    the  poor 
rather  than  that  of  the  rich  in  the 
intended    reduction    of   taxation; 
but  did  not  think  that  it  was  very 
material  whether  a  tax  was  paid 
by  one  class  or  by  another ;  the 
repeal  of  it  would  be  beneficial  so 
£ur  as  it  went*    That   being  bis 
opinion^  he  thought  the  committee 
would  not  object  to  a  reduction  of 
50  per  cent,  oi  the  assessed  taxes 
generally.     The  right  honourable 
gentleman    then    stated    that  he 
intended  to  effect  the  following  re* 
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dttCtions  upon  the  several  descrip* 
liun  of  taxes  named  :*— 

11m  tax  upoo  male  aerfBBts,  a  rodac* 

tionof  rr. 13o,goCM. 

The  Ux  upon  elerk«,  stiopmea,  &e...  9B3oo/.- 

Thn  tax  upon  4-whcel  carriagea   ....  lAOOOA. 

The  tax  apoo  2.wheel  carriages  g^OOOi. 

The    tax   apoii   the    higher  claas  of 

carta  ....!7. 17,630/. 

llie  tax  ttpoa  riding  hontea-  ...' SO^jOOtt. 

Upon  the  lower  duties   on  horses 
and  mules  a  reduction  of  7l2,500f. 
would  take  place.    He  forther  pro- 
posed to  repeal  part  of  the  taxes 
upon  windows.     The  general  prin- 
ciple upon  which  he  would  proceed 
with  respect  to  the  window-taxes, 
was  to  reduce  them  generally  to 
the  extent  of  50  per  cent. ;  but  he 
also  intended  to  repeal  altogether 
the   tax  upon  one  description  of 
windows.      The  committee  must 
be  aware  that  all  shops,  counting- 
houses,  and  buildings  of  a  similar 
description,    which   were  actually 
detached     from     dwelling-houses, 
were  already  exempted  from  any 
payments  under  the  head  of  win- 
dow taxes.    He  intended  to  extend 
this  exemption  to  the  ground-floor 
windows  of  all  shops,  whether  at-* 
tached  to  dwelling-houses  or  not. 
About  two  years  ago,  that  very 
subject  had  been  brought  under  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  and  a 
committee  was    appointed  to   in- 
quire into  the  operation    of   the 
window  tax,  in  so  far  as  it  affected 
shop  windows.    The  result  of  the 
deliberations    of   that    committee 
was  to  show  that  the  tax  operated 
very  oppressively  upon  a  class  of 
persons  who  were   little  able  to 
bear  it,  namely,  the  smaller  trades- 
men.    Those  tradesmen  were  obli- 
ged to  exhibit  their  goods  in  their 
shop-^windows,  and  to  maintain  a 
very    unequal    competition    with 
persons  whose  shops  were  move- 
able, being  establisbed  in  carts  or 
smaller  v^icles.    The  latter  class 
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of  tradesmen  4iiade  a  very  beautiful 
show  of  their  wares,  and  sold  them, 
m>  doubt,  very  much  to  their  own 
advadtage,  and  far  be  it  from  him 
to  say,  that  they  did  not  do  so 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
consumer  also.  Ue  meaiil  to  urge 
uodiing  against  that  mode  of  car* 
rying  on  trade,  because  he  thought 
that  people  had  a  right  to  pur- 
chase their  commodities  at  the 
cheapest  possible  rate.  But  it  was 
not  fair  that  itinerant  tradesmen 
should  have  so  great  an  advantage 
over  the  resident  tradesmen  as  they 
now  possessed,  in  consequence  of 
the  operation  of  the  tax  upon  shop 
windows,  which  would  therefore 
beentirt-ly  repealed.  Ue  estimated 
the  reduction  of  the  taxes  upon 
windows  at  1,150,000/.,  and  the 
total  reduction  upon  the  whole  of 
the  assessed  taxes  at  2,233,000/. 
Ue  had  not  yet  adverted  to  the 
assessed  taxes  of  Ireland.  That 
>vas  a  subject  of  very  peculiar  im- 
portance. The  manner  in  which 
he  meant  to  proceed  with  respect 
to  the  Irish  assessed  taxes  was  to 
repeal  them  all.  lie  was  quite 
sure  that  the  people  of  England 
would  not  grudge  to  their  poor 
brethren  in  Ireland  the  little  ad- 
vantage which  they  might  obtain 
^ver  them  in  being  entirely  ex- 
empted from  the  assessed  taxes. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
operation  of  those  taxes  was  infi- 
nitely mure  severe  in  Ireland  than 
in  this  country,  at  least  to  those 
persons  who  are  so  good  as  to  pay 
them.  Ue  was  afraid  that  but 
little  relief  would  be  afforded  to 
Ireland  by  the  repeal  of  the  taxes ; 
but  setting  that  consideration  aside, 
he  was  willing  to  take  away  all 
occasion  of  complaint,  and  there- 
fore be  would  carry  the  repeal  into 
f0ect.     The  diminution  which  the 


repeal  of  the  Irish  taxes  would 
occasion  to  the  revenue  would  bd 
perhaps  about  100,000/.  He  would 
explain  the  manner  in  which  this 
diminution  might  be  compensatecL 
The,  commissioners  of  inquiry  into 
the  collection  of  the  Custom-house 
duties  of  Ireland,  had  suggested 
that  they  should  be  equalised,  and 
he  was  resolved  to  act  upon  that 
suggestion.  He  believed  he  was 
correct  in  stating  the  Irbh  custom- 
house duties  were  at  present  an 
expense  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the 
country.  Being  upon  the  subject 
of  Ireland,  he  might  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  it  was  one  in  which  he 
felt  very  great  interest.  He  attri- 
buted his  feelings  upon  that  point, 
partly  to  the  circumstance  of  having 
at  one  period  of  bis  life  passed 
nearly  two  years  in  the  country — 
partly  to  the  interesting  nature  of 
the  country — ^partly  to  the  peculiar 
constitution  of  its  society  there—, 
to  the  way  in  which  Ireland  difiers 
from  this  country — the  causes  of 
which  were,  doubtless,  highly  ho* 
nourable  to  the  Irish  people,  al- 
though he  could  not  contemplate 
without  pain  the  consequences 
which  resulted  to  Ireland  from  the 
nature  of  her  social  organization. 
There  was  no  circumstance  con* 
nected  with  Ireland,  which  had 
ever  excited  his  feelings  more 
powerfully,  than  the  state  of  her 
distillery  laws.  It  was  well  known 
how  very  large  a  portion  of  the 
Irish  revenue  was  derived  from 
the  duties  on  spirits ;  and  it  was 
also  known  how  much  distress  and 
misery,  and  how  many  indescri- 
bable evils,  had  resulted  fnum  the 
manner  in  which  those  duties  were 
levied.  It  was  impossible  to  raise 
them  without  em  ploymg  the  army; 
and  the  army  could  not  he  called 
into  action    without  aflfecting  the 
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peace  of  the  country.  In  order  to 
raise  tboee  duties,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  make  gentlemen 
who  possessed  estates  in  Ireland, 
hunt  ODty  prosecate,  and  punish' 
those  who  naturally  look  up  to 
tbem  for  protection  ;  and  it  not 
unfrequently  happened,  that  it 
became  tbe  interest  of  landlords 
to  protect  their  tenants  in  the 
nolrttion  of  the  laws,  whilst  it 
was  the  interest  of  tenants  to  act 
io  constant  opposition  to  law.  It 
was  impossible,  to  conceive  in  evil 
more  grievous  or  fatal  thau^ch  a 
system.  Under  its  influence  all 
the  kindly  feelings  which  ought  to 
unite  a  people  to  their  goveniment 
were  severed,  and  mutual  distrust 
sapplied  their  place.  There  was 
nothing  that  could  keep  the  parties 
together — there  was  every,  thing 
that  could  perpetuate  their  sepa* 
ration.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
leok  at  the  distillery  laws  of  Ire- 
land witliout  ieeling  that  some 
alteration  of  ihem  was  required, 
that  would  remove  the  monstrous 
evil  which  had  grown  out  of  them, 
aiKi  restore  to  the  country,  or  he 
should  rather  say  confer  upon  it 
(for  he  was  not  sure  jthat  Ireland 
bad  ever  yet  possessed  them)  some 
of  those  blessings  arising  out  of 
social  order,  which  the  people  of 
this  country  knew  how  to  estimate 
because  they  had  long  enjoyed 
tbem.  It  was  his  intention  to 
propose  a  remedial  measure  on 
d)is  important  subject,  which  had 
already  undergone  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his,  and  of  other  gen- 
tlemen who  formed  part  of  the 
commission  of  inquiry  upon  the 
revenue,  of  Ireland,  i  he  measure 
which'  be  would  propose  would 
embrace  a!  very  gireat  reducttoh  in 
Ifaramotiot  of  the  duties  on-  Irish 


spirits.  It  was  only  an  experiment ; 
whether  or  not  it  would  be  sec- 
cessful,  God  only  knew;  but  he 
was  determined  it  should  have  a 
trial.  It  might  be  asked,  what 
would  be  the  eflPect  of  such  a  re- 
duction upon  the  revenue  f  He' 
was  sanguine  enough  to  believe, 
and  he  was  supported  in  his  opinion 
by  a  report  which  would  be  laid' 
upon  the  table  of  the  house  in  a 
few  days,  that  the  revenue  would 
not,  ultimately,  be  injured  by  the' 
reduction.  But  if  he  even  knew 
that  the  result  would  be  otherwise, 
so  strongly  were  his  feelings  in* 
teres  ted  in  the  question,  that  he' 
would  nevertheless  try  the  expe« 
riment.  He  should  not  think  hini^ 
self  jusiified  if  he  did  not  make 
an  attempt  to  remedy  an  evil  which 
be  so  much  lamented,  even  if  he 
were  certain  that  by  so  doing  he 
should  defeat  his  own  calculationif 
and  enable  honourable  gentle-^ 
men  to  say — **  You  promised  us  a 
surplus  which  you  have  not  reali- 
zed." He  would  expose  himself 
to  that  kind  of  treatment  rathef 
than  not  make  an  effort  to  remove 
that  which  he  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged to  be  an  evil.  He  bald  now 
arrived  at  the  concluinon  of  the 
statement  which  be  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  submit  to  the  bouse.  The 
result  was,  that  the  country  had  inr 
increasing  revenue,  the  result  of 
an  increasing  commerce, — and  ah 
increasing  consumption  within  hself, 
tbe  consequence  of  increasing  ease 
and  comfort  among  the  people. 
The  increasing  revenue  of  the 
country  afforded  the  goveniment 
the  means  of  applying  a  portion  of 
it  to  the  reduction  of  tbe  debt,  an<t 
another  portion  of  it  to  the'  dimi^ 
notion  of  taxation ;  and  he  believed 
that'  in  that  very  diminution  of 
taxation  the  revenue    would'  find 
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tome  oompenstttiOD.  If  that  was 
the  result  of  hk  ttateiiient,  and 
if  that  statement  was  rorrect,  who 
Qould  look  back  to  the  vast  efforts 
vrhkh  the  ooustry  had  made — to 
the  dangers  which  she  had  sur* 
mounted,  and  the  sacrifices  which 
^he  had  made  in  order  to  ensure 
ber  capacity  to  meet  those  dan«» 
gera — who,  he  repeated,  could  look 
back  to  those  things  and  con- 
template the  prospect  of  the  fu* 
tufe  which  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  to  bring  before  the  house, 
without  feelings  of  veaeration  and 
attachment  for  those  institutions 
whidit  having  for  their  basis  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  constitute 
ia  themselves  the  unbending  sup- 
port of  national  glory  and  pros- 
perity? 

.  Mr.  Maberfy  next  spoke:  he  was 
of  opinion  that  instead  of  forming 
a  sinking  fund,  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  7,000,000/.  should  be  remitted : 
be  then  was  about  to  move  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  when 

The  Chairman  reminded  the  hon* 
member  that  he  could  not  move 
them  at  present. 

Mn  Maberly  then  said,  that 
if  be  was  precluded  from  movtog, 
be  would  take  the  liberty  of  read- 
ing them. 

.  '*  1.  That  by  the  resc^utions 
voted  by  this  house  in  the  year 
X810,  it  was  deemed  expedient 
that  an  efficient  sinking  fund  should 
be  created,  to  the  aoKMint  of 
4i^00,000/. 

.  ''  2.  That,  at  the  time  in  ques- 
tien,  it  was  ngreed  unanimously, 
that  the  only  sinking  fund  which 
tan  be  efficient,  is  that  which  is 
firoduced'  by  a  surplus  of  income 
over  expenditure. 

*'  0.  That  as  far  «s  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  papers  laid  upon 
lb*  table  of  the  house,  there  ac« 


taally  exists  a  sum  of  abonC: 
5,000,000/.  applicable  to  the  ra- 
duction  of  the  national  debt 

"  4.  That  in  addition  to  theser 
5,000,000/.,  applicable  to  the  re* 
duction  of  the  debt,  there  is  at  the 
disposition  of  parliamrat,  arising 
from  the  increased  productiveness* 
of  several  branches  of  revenue,  an4 
the  various  plans  of  reform  and 
economy  in  the  administration  of 
the  country  proposed  to  be  cai'A 
ried  iuto  execution  this  year,  a  sum 
of  about  2,200,000/. 

^  5.  That  it  appears^  therefore, 
that  a  total  sum  of  7,200,000/. 
arising  from  the  above  mentioned 
sources,  is  applicable  to  the  main* 
tenance  of  public  credit,  and  to  the 
relief  of  agricultural  or  other  dis- 
tress, by  remission  of  taxation. 

''  6.  That  although  it  was  de- 
termined that  the  capital  stock 
purchased  by  the  comnjissioners 
for  the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt,  with  this  efficient  sinking 
fund,  should  be  transferred  to  their 
account,  it  was  nevertheless  under* 
stood,  that  the  interest  payable 
upon  stock  so  purchased,  sbouki 
either  determine  at  the  time 
of  purchase^  or  be  paid  over  and 
become  part  of  the  consolidated 
fond. 

'«  7.  That  taking  80/.  as  the 
price  of  100/.  in  3  per  cent,  ooosds. 
stock,  it  appears  that  5,000,000/. 
of  money  annually  laid  out  during 
the  space  of  jeven  years,  would 
redeem  about  43,750,000/.  of  d 
per  cent,  annuities;  but  should  we 
remain  at  peace,  it  would  redeem 
a  much  smaller  sum. 

''  8.  That  in  the  year  i796,  for 
the  support  of  ipubbc  credit,  there 
wais  passed  an  act  for  the  redemp* 
tiun  and  purchase  of  land-tax, 
which  act  from  the  exorbitant'  con* 
ditiotis  attached  to  such  mdemptieM 
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mnd  piirchase>  has  in  a  great  mea- 
Bare  failed  iti  effecting  tbe  destined 
object. 

*'  9.  That,  notwitfastanding  the 
obstacles  thus  created,  such  has 
been  the  anxiety  of  the  public  to 
redeem  their  lands,  and  to  purchase 
landed  securities,  that  the  sum  re- 
deemed and  purchased  amounts  to 
700,000/.  and  upwards. 

•*  10.  That,  if  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  land-tax  has  been 
redeemed  and  purchased  at  a  sa- 
crifice, in  the  first  instance  of  10/., 
and  in  the  second  of  20/.  per  cent 
it  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  the  remaining  balance  of 
1,239,701/.  would  be  similarly  re- 
deemed and  purchased  if  no  sacri- 
iice  was  necessary. 

"  11.  That  it  appears  that 
19239,701/.  of  land  tax,  thus  re- 
deemed and  purchased,  and  paid  for 
S  per  cent,  consolidated  annuities, 
would  cancel  a  sum,  in  such  annui- 
ties, of  ahout  41,330,000/.  being 
more  than  the  amount  that  would 
be  purchased  by  the  regular  in- 
vestment of  the  sinking  fund,  in 
stock,  for  the  space  of  seven  years, 
if  we  remain  at  peace. 

*♦  12.  That  it  appears  that  this 
method  of  neducing  the  d^t  by  no 
means  differs  hi  its  substance  from 
that  which  was  adopted  by  the 
bouse  in  the  resolations  of  1819, 
the  essential  attributes  of  both 
plans  being  the  mamtenance  of 
public  credit  by  the  diminution  of 
the  quantity  of  debt. 

"  13.  That,  as  the  mode  of  re- 
deeming the  national  debt  by  re^^ 
df  mption  and  purchase  of  land  tax 
injures  no  class  of  proprietors,  and 
mH  absorb  a  quantity  of  debt 
Dearly  equal  to  that  which  would 
be  redeemed  by  an  efficient  sink^ 
U^  fund  of  five  millions,  annually 
laid  out  during  seven  years,  it  is 


expedient  to  substitsle  it  for  (he 
sinking  fend  adopted  in  the  resolu^. 
taow  of  the  house  of  1819. 

'*  14.  That  by  this  substitutioii 
there  may  be  remitted  to  the  pto« 
pie,  in  alleviation  of  their  distraia^ 
seven  railltons  of  taxes." 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  RUi 
cardOf  Mr,  Barings  Mr,  Rokertsam^ 
Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  T,  W^son,  Sir  H. 
Pamell,  Lord  FoUctHime,  Mr.  M. 
G.  Bennet,  Lord  Milton,  Sir  R. 
Wilson,  Mr.  Wodehouse,  and  Mr.' 
Bennet  of  Wiltshire.  Most  otf 
whom  differed  upon  the  8ul|iect  of 
the  sinking  fond. 

The  resolutions  were  then  |mC 
and  agreed  to;  the  house  resumiedf 
and  tbe  report  was  ordered  to  be 
received  on  Monday^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eseie-i 
(^irer'^  (Ireland)  bill  went  through  « 
committee. 

Mr.  Lushington  presented  mh 
veral  returns  and  accounts  from 
the  treasury,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. — Adjourned. 

Hottse  of  Lords,  Feb.  Q4.—Earl 
Somers  presented  two  petitiona 
from  Hereford,  one  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  agriciiltural  distress;  ia 
presenting  which  he  observed  he 
thought  some  rate  should  be  pat 
upon  funded  property,  that  land 
might  be  in  some  proportion  r»* 
iieved.  The  other  petition  was 
against  the  insolvent  debtors'  act. 

The  Earl  of  DarnUy  thought^ 
that  there  was  a  spirit  in  tbe  na* 
tion  which  would  in  time  woik  its 
own  relief. 

The  Arckbitkop  of  Canterlmry 
moved  that  the  committee  on  the 
marriage  act  be  allowed  to  Mpo^ 
from  time  to  time. 

The  question  having  been  put, 
and  leave  given, 

The  Archbishop  cf  CaUerbmf 
brought  up  the  report,  whicby-beiag 
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nhdf  recoimnended  the  psissing  of 
a  temporary  bill,  until  a  perma- 
nent law  could  be  agreed  upon. 
His  grace  then  brought  in  the  bill 
to  repeal  eo  much  of  the  act  of  last 
aeesion  as  was  prospective. 

Lord  EUenborougk  saw  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  a  well-digested  and 
satisfactory  bill  might  not  be  pre- 
pared without  as  much  delay  as 
some  persons  anticipated. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first 
time,  and  the  surrogates  licensing 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Some  conversation  took  place 
between  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowtip 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  Lord 
EUenborougk,  upon  the  subject  of 
France  and  Spain. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  Feb,  24. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the'  insolvent  debtors'  act — ^the  lea- 
ther tax  in  Ireland— the  hop  tax — 
the  whole  of  the  assessed  taxes. 
•  Mr.  Cakraft  gave  notice  of  a 
mntion  to  repeal  the  leather  tax  in 
England,  in  lieu  of  that  upon  car- 
riages, and  the  tax  upon  candles  in 
lieu  of  the  riding-horse  tax. 

The  report  of  ways  and  means 
wias  brought  np,  and  the  resolutions 
agreed  to. 

'  ^>  Robert  Wilson  rose  for. the 
purpose  of  presenting  a  petition  on 
a  subject  which  he  considered  of 
great  importance  at  the  present 
moment.  The  petition  he  held  in 
Us  hand  was  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  St.  John,  South- 
wiEirk,  in  vestry  assembled  ;  and 
the  object  of  its  prayer  was,  that 
the  foreign  enlistment  bill  might 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  Hobkouse  begged  to  second 
the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Afker  a  few  words  from  Mr, 
Camangf  the  petition  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  up  and  laid  upon  the 


Mr,  Curwen  presented  a  petition, 
from  colonel  Robert  Wood,  com- 
plaining that  he  had  been  dismiss-  [ 
ed  the  service  without  any  trial 
or  adequate  cause  being  assigned, 
and  that  his  accounts  had  not  been 
duly  allowed. 

I/>rd  Palmerston  stated,  that  the 
accounts  which  bad  been  taken  be- 
fore his  entrance  on  office,  pre- 
sented a  balance  of  3600/.  now 
due  from  the  petitioner,  and  that 
he  (Lord  Palinerston)  had  relin- 
quished such  balance  on  its  being 
intimated  that  the  petitioner  was 
unable  to  pay  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Colonel. 
Davits  and  Sir  R.  fViUon^  in  vin- 
dication of  colonel  Wood,  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Lord  A,  HamilCon  said,  in  re- 
ferenoe  to  a  notice  of  a  motion^ 
with  respect  to  the  correspondence 
relative  to  Mr.  Bo  wring's  deten- 
tion, that  upon  its  contents  would, 
depend  whether  he  should  follow 
up  his  motion  by  some  ulterior 
proceedings,  lie  should  move  for 
that  correspondence  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Onslow  gave  no- 
tice of  a  ipotion  for  the  I5ih  of 
March^  for  leave  to  bling  in  a  bill 
for  regulating  the  interest  on  the 
loan  of  nioney. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of. 
supply  on  the  navy  estimates  was 
then  brought  up.  . 

Mr.  Hume  reprobated  the  pro- 
motions in  the  navy  of  the  past 
year,  which  he  said  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  parliamentary  pa-;- 
tronage  only. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  defended  the  pro* 
motions. 

I'he  resolutions  were  afterwards 
agreed  to. 

Mr,  Goulbum  postponed  the  se- 
cond   reading    of    the  Irish  yeor 
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maniy  corps   bill  till  the  itb  of 
March. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  unless  it  was  tiie 
inteDtion  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment  to  bring  in  some  measure  for 
the  purpose  of  puttirg  down  the 
system  of  Orange  lodges,  he  should 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppose  this 
bill. 

Mr*  /•  Grattan  was  of  opinion 
that  the  hon.  member  for  Aber- 
deen was  perfectly  right. 

3Ir,  Ooulbum  postponed  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Irish  arms  bill 
till  the  6th  of  March. 

Mr,  Brovnlow  moved  fur  "  Co- 
pies of  the  committals  of  the  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  alleged  riot 
and  coRspiiucy  on  the  Hth  of  last 
December  at  tbe  Dublin  theatre.** 
— Agreed  to. 

He  next  moved  for  '*  Copies  of 
the  bills  of  indictment,  alleging  a 
riot  and  conspiracy  to  riot»  which 
were  preferred  before  the  grand 
jury  of  t^e  city  of  Dublin,  on  the 
1st  of  January  last,  and  the  find- 
ing of  thejury  thereon." — Agreed  to. 

He  then  moved  for  "  A  copy 
of  the  ex^afficio  information,  on  the 
same  subject,  filed  in  tbe  Court 
of  King's  Bench  by  his  majesty's 
attorney-general  for  Ireland."-— 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brougham  pos4K>ned  the 
motion  which  stood  for  Thursday 
next,  respecting  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer^  the  house  resol- 
ved itself  into  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply, when  tlie  right  hon.  gent, 
moved  the  finance  resolutions 
which  he  had  introduced  on  Fri* 
day  last» 

In  answer  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  GrenfeU, 

The  Chanctlhr  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  those  who  had  already 
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compounded  under  particular  heads 
of  the  assessed  taxes,  were  to  have 
the  same  benefit  as  others  who 
had  not  so  compounded,  in  tbe 
absolute  and  comparative  reduc- 
tions which  were  proposed. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from 
Mr,  Leycesiery  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  said  that  bis  view 
of  the  rate  of  the  composition 
would  be  this :— Suppose  a  person 
had  formerly  paid  100/.  in  amount 
of  assessed  taxes,  and  had  paid  the 
original  composition  upon  that 
sum :  he  would  now  have  to  pay 
the  same  per  centage  in  propoi^ 
tion  upon  half  the  hundred  pounds 
that  he  had  previously  paid  upon 
the  larger  amount.  Tbe  assess- 
ments were  to  be  made  out  upon 
tbe  5th  of  April. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Friday  next,  at  which  time,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  his  intention  to  submit  his 
proposition  respecting  tbe  Irish  as- 
sessed taxes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  notice  that  on  Monday  next 
he  would  submit  a  motion  respect- 
ing tbe  sinking  fund. 

The  report  of  the  Chancellor  of 
tbe  Exchequer  (Ireland)  bill  was 
brought  up,  and  agreed  t(». — The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hume  said  that  he  was 
not  aware  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  the  motion  which  he  had 
to  make  for  returns  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  in  the  yeomanry  ser- 
vice io  Ireland  who  received  pen- 
sions in  the  nature  of  reward  or 
retired  allowances,  the  length  of 
their  respective  services,  the  dates 
of  appointments,  names  of  medi- 
cal officers  granting  certificates, 
and    statement  of    the   authority 
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upon    which   «uch  pensions  were 
given.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Hume  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  assessments  of  land'>tax, 
(not  exonerated)  in  the  county  of 
Surrey,  for  the  last  20  years ;  also 
of  the  amount  so  assessed ;  the 
amount  collected;  the  amount 
paid  to  the  receiver-general,  and 
the  amount  of  surplus  collected  in 
leach  year;  how  the  same  has 
heen  in  each  year  expended;  a 
statement  of  the  items  of  said  ex- 
penses ;  the  authority  for  such  ap- 
propriations; and  where  the  sur- 
plus has  heen  deposited;  distin- 
guishing each  district,  and  speci- 
fying, also,  the*  names  of  the  com- 
missioners and  collectors  for  such 
districts.     Return  ordered. 

Mr.  Hume  stated  that  a  king's 
taxes'  list  had  been  lately  put  into 
his  hands,  in  which  he  observed 
au  item  that  was  to  him  quite  of  a 
novel  description.  The  collection 
had  been  made  in  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  and  among  others 
there  was  a  charge  for  "^tock-tax." 
What  was  the  nature  of  ^this  tax, 
he  was  not  at  all  aware  :  he  should 
therefore  move  for  **  A  return  of 
the  amottht  collected  from  the  in- 
habitants 'of  the  parish  of  St.  Sa- 
viour, Southwark,  or  of  any  other 
parish  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
under  the  denomination  of  *  stock 
lax,'  independent  of,  and  separate 
from,  the  land-tax ;  stattttg  the  date 
of  the  enactment  of  such  tax,  the 
authority  under  which  it  had  been 
collected,  the  amount  collected  in 
every  year,  and  the  purposes  to 
which  the  same  has  been  applied." 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  apprehended 
that  the  stock-tax  was  originally 
meant,  like  the  poor-rates,  to  at« 
tach  to  every  species  of  property. 
He  thought,  looking  to  the  nature 
of  its  origin*  that  the  only  matter 


of  surprise  was^  not  that  it«  col- 
lection should  be  peculiar  to  the 
borough  of  Southwark,  if  that  was 
the  case,  but  that  it  should  not 
have  been  the  case  with  every 
other  district. 

Mr.  Mimck  conceived  that  the 
original  intention  of  the  tax  had 
just  been  correctly  stated.  It  could 
hardly  be  doubted  that  stock 
should  be  as  liable  to  taxatioA  as 
any  other  species  of  property. 

After  u  few  words  from  Mr, 
Hume,  the  return  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Hume  then  -moved  for  a 
return,  specifying  the  names  of  all 
the  collectors  of  the  land,  or  of 
the  assessed  taxes,  who  act  also  as 
commissioners,  in  the  Kensington, 
or  any  other  district.— Ordered. 

Lord  Palmerslon  gave  notice 
that  he  would  move  the  army  es- 
timates on  Wednesday  se'nnight.-^ 
Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords^  Fehntary  25. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  marriage  act — the  insolvent 
•debtors'  act — and  complaining  of 
agricultural  distress.  The  tempo- 
rary raarriage-aiirt  was  read  a 
second  time. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  Feb.  25.-*^ 
PeUtions  were  presetifted'  against 
Catholic  emancipation  —  the  as*- 
sessed  taxes,  and  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act.  " 

Sir  R.  Wilsm  called  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea^ 
sury  to  the  ease  of  those  persons 
who  had  been  prosecuted  for  selling 
roasted  grain.  Government  had 
remitted  their  fines,  but  they  had 
incurred  law  expenses  greater  even 
than  their  fines.  He  hoped  the 
treasury  would  pay  these  expenses. 

Mr.  H*  G.  Betmet  moved  for 
a  return  of  the  number  of  persons 
sentenced  to  be  whipped  in  the 
prisons  of  the  metropolis  during 

the 
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the  last  seven  year's,  specHying  alt 
those  mho  Had  soffered  the  pabisfa- 
ment,  didtinguishing  their  ages  and 
sex,  and  stating  whether  the  whip- 
ping had  been  public  or  private. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  situation  of  the  colo- 
nies belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  expense  of  their  govern- 
ment. After  very  strong  remon- 
strances, he  had,  last  year,  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  from  the  secret' 
tary  to  tlie  treasury  such  wn  account 
as  could  be  rendered  of  the  expen- 
diture in  respect  of  the  miMtary 
establishment  in  those  colonies. 
It  had  been  somewhat  difficult  to 
make  the  separation  between  the 
accounts;  but,  by  an  abstract, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand>  of  the 
actual  disbursements  of  the  several 
commissaries  upon  foreign  stations, 
for  the  year  ending  25th  Decem- 
ber, 1820,  and  paid  by  Great 
Britain,  exclusive  of  the  revenues 
collected  in  the  several  colonies, 
it  appeared  that  the  following 
charges  were  incurred,  viz. — 

OiMda  ...^ ^3MJ«1    le  9 

Kov»  Scotia  and  Kew  BruM- 

«iek inflBa    5  6 

Vewibvodlaod 9.^7  S 

BennvdA ^.  SB^  13  10 

BiOHiaakljaKUi  *...., 7.9M  18  0 

Wind  vard  nod  l>eward  lilands 

MdCulopiiflft ^  34(LlpB    9  0< 

Jamaica nS.691    9  0 

Cape 'of  Gdbd  Hope  ....' 177  MS  14  0 

Uamilias....^ - ^7^4  IS  I 

IfedttvSraiimii «yf.«t7    4  3 

Qibnduir 140.Q(|e   8  4 

Sierra  Leone  and  Gambia     ....  (K.SpB    4  1 

Helitolaud  6^1   «  <■ 

The  revenoe  collpclrd  in  these 

oOtooirfl  amooated  to l.giCiJ8S0    0     0 

Making  lite  toUl  pxpeuse  ....    3^'^5G,148    1    ^ 

In  some  of  these  colonies,  a  large 
revenue  wa.«i  collected  by  tlie  local 
government,  under  an  authority 
directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution,  whi^h  said 
(bat  no   subject  fhoutd  be   taxed 


bat  by  an  act  of  the  "legislature. 
They  ought,  therefore,  either  to  be 
permitted  to  have  a  voice  in  the 
making  laws  for  the  government 
of  their  own  afiairs,  or  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  ought  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  the  house.  By  the  ac- 
counts which  the  government  bad 
obtained  within  the  last  two  years, 
it  appeared  that  the  sum  collected 
by  the  local  government  was  so- 
far  from  being  eqdal  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  colonies,  that  after 
nearly  the  whole  of  it  had  been 
laid  out  there,  they  required  large 
remittances  from  this  country. 
Upon  reference  to  an  abstract  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
Ceylon,  the  Mauritius,  Malta  and 
G020,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  amounts 
of  their  revenue 'lind'  expenditure 
were  as  follows,  during  the  yeare 
specified,  viz. : — 

Rcvrnne.  £xp«nditar«*. 

eylon.  iei7    £  SnjBl2  JSAiOjilS 

Mauritius,  I8I7   -  ..         104.441  251.180  , 

MalU  and  Ooao,  1810         KK^nO  \t6,*i6l 

GapeofGoodHopf'.lSI^   Ut\U5  llfijott? 

The  honourable  member  then  gave 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  colonies 
were  a  burden  to  the  country,  and 
it  would  be  well  were  th^y  their 
ourd  masters  and  set  at  liberty^ 
He  concluded  by  moving  att  ad-' 
dress  to  his  majesty,  praying, 
'*  That  he  would  give  directions 
that  there  should  be  laid  before  the- 
house,  sepamtid  estiihates  of  th«' 
revenue  of  Ceylon,  the  MauFitius, 
Trinidad,  Malta,  and  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  for  the  last  year,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  paid  by 
Great  Britain  for  the  civil  and 
military  expenditure  of  those  coIch 
nies  for  the  same  period,  and  the 
total  expenditure  for  each  colony  * ' 
After  a  few  words  from  Mf^ 
Wilmot,  Mr,  Bright^  and  Mr, 
MhbeHen,  Mr.  Hume  coi^eMed 
o  2     "  to 
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to  withdraw  his  motion,  with 
the  UDderstanding  that  the  in< 
formation  required  should  be 
granted  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr,  P,  Moore  moved  for  **  a 
select  committee  to  examine  the 
powers  vested  in  those  commission- 
erSy'and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  exercised**' — ^Tbe  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  uo« 
minated. 

Mr.  Goulbnm  postponed  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  Irish  militia 
reduction  bill  to  Monday  next. 

The  Irish  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  aqd  passed. 

Mr.  Herrieg  brought  in  the.  cus- 
toms and  excise  duties  bill,  the 
20,000,000/.  exchequer  bills  bill, 
and  the  3,000,000/.  exchequer 
residue  bill,  whft\i  were  severally 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  to-morrow. — 
Adjourned. 

Home  of  Idtrds^  February  26, — 
A  person  from  Chelsea  hospital 
presented  an  account  of  unclaimed 
prize  money. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  debtors'  act — the  hop  duty — 
and  praying  for  a  commutation  of 
tithes.  The  bills  before  the  house 
were  then  forw^arded  one  stage. — 
Adjeumed. 

Home  of  Commons^  Feb.  26. — 
Petitions  against  the  insolvent  act 
were  presented  from  *  Witney, 
Selby,  Dudley,  and  two  other 
plares. 

Mr*  Macpkerson  Grant  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  for  Friday,  on 
the.sobject  of  highways  in  Scot* 
land. 

Mr.  Hobme  Sumner  brought  in  a 
bill  for  balding  a  new  bridge  in 
the  place  of  London  bridge. 

Sir  George  Clerk  rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  on  the  subject  of  the 


regulation  of  weights  and  mea- 
sures throughout  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  Maxwell  agreed  in  the  po- 
licy of  the  honourable  baronet's 
measure. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill.  It  was  afterwards  brought 
in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Mr,  Sergeant  Onslow  postponed 
his  motion  on  the  interest  of  money 
from  the  15th  of  April  to  the  22d. 

Mr.  M.  Campbell  presented  a 
petition  from  the  persons  con^ 
cerned  in  the  kelp  trade  of  Argyle- 
shire,  praying  for  a  change  in  the 
law  as  to  the  importation  of  ba* 
rilla.  The  honourable  member 
declared,  that  unless  some  course 
was  taken  by  the  house^  kelp 
would  be  thrown  completely  out 
of  the  market,  and  from  150,000 
to  200,000  persons  would,  in  con- 
sequence, be  deprived  of  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Chetwynde  moved  for  re- 
turns from  the  treasurers  of  counties, 
of  the  sums  collected  within  the 
last  seven  years  in  the  way  of 
county  rate,  with  an  account  of 
the  application  of  such  monies, 
distinguishing  bridges,  gaols,  and 
buildings,  highways,  criminal  pro- 
secutions, &c. 

Mr.  Spting  Rice  revived  an 
order  of  the  last  session  for  a 
return  of  the  number  of  free  dio- 
ceses (schools)  in  Ireland,  with  an 
account  of  the  number  of  scholars 
in  each. 

The  annual  duty  bill,  the  ex- 
chequer bills  bill,  and  the  transfer 
of  aids  bill,  were  severally  read  a 
second  time,  —  Committed  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Lord  Advocate  moved  to  con- 
tinue, until  June  1824,  the  bill  for 
making  the  payment  of  creditors 
in  Scotland  more  equal. 

Mr.  Goulhum  mov^  for  .leave 

to 
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to  briog  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
recovery  of  ministers'  money  in 
Ireland. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir 
John  Newport^  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brovgham  gave  notice,  on 
the  part  of  his  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Calne  (Mr.  Aber- 
cromby),  that  be  would  on  Tuesday 
next  submit  a  motion  to  the  house 
on  the  subject  of  the  secret  so- 
cieties in  Ireland,  called  Orange 
clubs. 

Mr,  M,  Fitzgerald  completely 
concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the 
motion,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
would  on  the  same  day  move  for 
certain  papers  relative  to  the  con- 
stitution of  those  societies. 

Mr.  Whitmore  rose  to  bring 
under  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  laws  respecting  corn. 
He  was  of  opinion  the  present  sys- 
tem could  not  long  continue,  that 
it  would  eventually  be  the  means 
of  great  scarcity,  which  it  was 
already  gradually  producing. 

Mr,  Cvrwen  approved  of  the 
law  in  its  present  state,  as  also 
Mr,  Benneti  of  Wiltshire,  Mr. 
WodthouUy  and  Mr,  Huskisson, 

Mr,  Curwen  and  Mr,  Bennet 
explained. 

Mr.  Ricardo  supported  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr,  Atwood  spoke  against  it. 
Mr,  Monck  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  voting  in  its  favour. 

Colonel  Wood  thought  the  mea- 
sure likely  to  unsettle  the  mind  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Hume,  Sir  T.  Letkbridge, 
Mr,  S,  fVortley,  and  Mr.  Le^ctsttr^ 
spoke  in  fevour  of  the  motion. 

The  house  then  divided: — 
Ayes  25  —  Noes  78,  —  majority 
against  it  5S, 

The  other  orders    of  the  day 


were  then  disposed  of,*  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

jETotfff  of  Lord*,  Feb,  27.— The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
accompanied  by  several  members, 
attended  at  half-past  three  oV;lock 
at  the  bar,  to  bear  the  royal  assent 
given  by  commission  to  the  annual 
indemnity  bill.  The  commission- 
ers were,  the  Ix>rd  Chancellor,  the 
£arl  of  Shaftesbury,  and  Lord 
Bathurst 

Earl  Verulam  presented  a  pe- 
tition against  the  marriage-act. — 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  temporary  marriage-act  was 
reported,  and  the  amendments 
agreed  to.  The  surrogates'  licen- 
sing bill  was  read  a  third  time. 
The  West  Indies  and  American 
colonies  trade  bill  went  thivnigb  a 
committee.  —  Adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 

House  of  ConmtoMf  Feb,  27. — 
Petitions  were  presented  upon  the 
subject  of  agricultural  distress- 
praying  for  parliamentary  reform — 
against  the  duties  on  foreign  yarn, 
and  the  hop  duty. 

Mr.  Curwen  presented  a  petition 
from  the  merchants  and  traders 
concerned  in  the  South  Sea  and 
Greenland  whale  fisheries,  praying 
for  some  restriction  upon  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  tallow. 

Mr,  Manning  moved  that  a  re- 
turn should  l>e  laid  upon  the  table, 
showing  the  yearly  balances  con- 
nected with  the  works  of  Rams- 
gate  harbour,  from  the  year  1791 
to  the  year  1822,  distinguishing 
the  nature  of  the  assets,  and  their 
disposal. 

The  annual  duties  bill,  the  ex- 
chequer bills  bill,  and  the  tnmsfer 
of  aids  bill,  severally  went  through 
their  committees.  —  Reports  to- 
morrow. 

The  Scotch  creditors'  bill  was 
read 
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i;ei^d  a  firat  and  secaod  tiaif ,  and 
ordered  to  be  comipitted* 

Tfae.ipesjrepgerB  of  the  Hou&e  of 
Lords  bought  up  the  surrogates 
liceosiDg  bill,  which  was  read  a 
first.  aQd  secoud  time,  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Jttorney  General. 

Mi:<  Bowring's  itnprisonmeut. — 
%ord  A,  HamiUon  rose  to  bring: 
this  subject  before  the  house.  After 
oomipenting  at  length  upon  the 
injustice  and  hardship  of  the  case, 
he  <:oncluded  by  moving  for  an 
address  to  his  majesty,  *'  praying 
that  there  may  be  laid  before  the 
hou^e,  a  copy  of  any  letter  or  let- 
ters addressed  to  the  right  hon.. 
George  Canning,  secre,tary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  by  Mr.  John 
Bowring,  relative  to  his  imprison- 
ment in  France;  together  with  a 
copy  of  any  letter  or  letters  from 
^Ir.  Planta,  of  the  foreign  office, 
with  their  enclosures,  if  any,  rela- 
tive to  the  same." 

Mr»  Camming  opposed  the  motion. 

Sir  Robert  IViUon  thought  the 
case  should  be  known,  but  did  not 
think  it  demanded  national  inter- 
ference. 

Mr»  C.  Hutchinson  supported 
the  motion. 

Mr,  Canning  explained. 

l4ord  An  H^nulton^  in  reply,  ob- 
served, that  when  he  found  it 
ad^iitted  that  an  Englishman  had 
been  wrongfully  arrested,  impri-, 
soned,  and  persecuted,  and  had 
been  defied  justice  or  redress,  he 
cpulid  feel  no  regret  at  having 
brought  his  case  under  the  notice 
of  that  house. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and 
negatived  without  a  division. 

Oj»  the  motion  of  Sir  George 
Cierkf  the  weights  and  measures' 
bill  was  refyl  a  second  time,  and 
committed  for  to-morrow. 

.Sir  John  IfewpQrt  siiid  that  his 
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object  in  qow  ri^ipg  was  to  move 
fpr  leave  to  introdMce.  two  bills  re- 
specting grand  jury  presentments 
in  Ireland.  He  would,  therefs»re, 
move  for  leave  to  .hring  in  "  a  bill 
to  regulate  the  apount  of  pre- 
sentments by  grand  juries  for  pay- 
ment of  the  public  officers  of  the 
several  counties  of  Ireland.**  — 
Leave  given. 

Sir  John  Newport  then  moved 
for  and  obtained  leave  tp  bring  in 
''a  bill  to  make  more  effectual 
regulations  for  the  election,  and  to 
secure  the  performance  of  the 
duties,  of  county  treasurers,  and  of 
officers  inUusted  with  the  collec- 
tion of  grand  jury  assessments  in 
Ireland." 

Mr.  Thotnas  Courtetmy  moved 
for  a  committee,  to  which  might 
be  referred  the  poor-returns  for  the 
year  ending  S5tb  of  March,  IS^^.- 
— Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilmot  moved  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di-. 
rections  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house  returns  of  all  slaves  ex- 
ported from,  or  imported  into,  the 
West  India  Islands,  the  Isle  u£ 
France,  and  the  Cape  of  .G<M>d 
Hope,  since  the  year  \^0^  dis- 
tinguishing the  sexes,  the  numbers 
so  imported  and  exported  in  each 
year,  the  numbers  of  births  and 
deaths,  &c.  —  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilmot  then  brought  -up 
various  papers  connected  with  the 
registration  of  slaves  in  the  islands 
and  colonies,  which  were  ordered 
tp  be  laid  on  the  table. — Adjourned. 

Home  of  Lordsy  Feb.  28. — 
Agnew  r.  Stewart. — This  was  an 
appeal  from  the  court  of  session^ 
Scotland,  in  which  their  lordships 
had  reversed  the  judgment  of  the 

court 
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conrt  below.  Tb^^ase  came  oa  again 
now  OB  a  petition,  praying  their 
lordships  to  review  their  former 
judginent 

Lord  Redesdak  said,  he  was 
for  dismiasiog  the  petition. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he 
would  defer  giving  his  opinion 
till  Monda^y. — Adjourned. 

House  ofCqmnoMy  Feb,  28. — 
Petitions  were  presented  upon  the 
subject  .of  the  local  taxation,  of 
Dublin,  and  agricultural  distress. 

Mr.  Brougham  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
retail  trade  of  beer. 

Sir  T.  Leihbridge  supported  the 
motion. 

'The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  adopt 
some  proceedings  on  the  subject. 
Th«  chief  object  which  he  had  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  poorer 
classes  with  a  better  beverage  at  a 


lowet  price*  —  Leave  was.  then 
given  to  bring  in  the  bUl. 

Mr,  Maberljf  brought  forward 
his  motion  for  the  repeal  of 
7,000,000/.  of  taxes  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  resolutions  recorded 
in  his  speech  of  Saturday  last. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
opposed  the  motion. 

Mr,  Maberlj/  replied. 

Mr.  Ricardo  approved  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr,  Baring  thought  the  proposed 
plan  the  lightest  bubble  ever  blown 
in  that  bouse. 

Mr,  Tkmey  opposed  the  mo- 
tion^ 

Mr.  Calcrafi  next  spoke. 

Mr.  Tierney  shortly  replied. 

When  the  house  divided: — Ayes 
72 — Noes  157 — Majority  against 
it  S5, 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of. — Adjourned. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Supplies, — Penitentiary  at  Milbank, — Duties  on  East  India  Suears. — 
Sinking  Fund, — Marriage  Act  Amendment, — Irish  Assessed  Taxes, — 
Church  Establishment  of  Ireland. — Official  Reports^ — Orange  Societici 
in  Ireland. — Commutation  of  Irish  Tithes. — Disposal  of  his  Mqjestj^s 
Property, — Warehousing  Act. — Agricultural  Distress, — The  Kin^s 
Library, — Game  Laws.— Merchant  Vessel  Apprentice  BUL — Mutiny 
Bill. — Division  of  Counties. — Ordnance  Estimates. — Slave  Trade, — Re- 
peal  of  Assessed  Taxes, — France  and  S^jain, — Monument  to  Lords  St. 
i^incent  and  Duncan. — Cape  Breton^ — Beer  Trade, -^Sundry  Petitions^ 
^c,  SfC. 


ffOUSE  of  Lords,  March  3.-^ 
Agnew  V.  Stewart. — The  Lord 
Chancellor  went  over  the  principal 
|)oiots  in  the  case^  aud  declared 
himself  satisfied  with  the  judgment 


which  the  house  had  come  .  to  : 
but  postponed  till  Wednesday  next 
giving  his  opinion  on  one  point. 

The   Farl  of  Shaftesbury   pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  brothers 

and 
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and  sbters  of  the  free  chapel  of 
St.  Catherine's,  near  the  Tower  of 
London,  praying  for  the  repeal  of 
that  part  of  the  marriage  act 
which  related  to  peculiars. — Re? 
ferr^  to  the  committee  sitting  on 
the  laws  relating  to  marriage. 

ITic  Earl  ofDamley  moved  for 
the  agreement  made  with  Sir 
Wm.  Bradley  King,  for  supplying 
stationery  since  the  1st  of  July: 
also  an  account  of  the  supplies,  and 
an  average  of  the  prices  for  the  last 
10  years. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bouse  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

House  of  Commons f  March  8. — 
A  great  number  of  petitions  were 
presented. 

iStr  G.  Noel  presented  a  petition 
from  Olive,  Princess  of  Cumber- 
land, a  prisoner  in  the  rules  of  the 
King's  Bench  prison,  complaining  of 
her  detention  there. 

Mr.  Cvrteis  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Northiam  in  Sussex, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  hop 
duty* 

Mr,  Alderman  Wood  recom- 
mended the  taking  off  the  duty 
on  malty  by  which  ho  was  of  opi- 
nion that  more  beer  would  be  con- 
sumed. 

Mr.  Littleton  anticipated  great 
advantage  to  the  lower  classes  of 
the  people  ffom  the  relief  of  the. 
beer  duty. 

Mr,  G,  Bennet  recommended  to 
take  the  tax  off  the  beer,  and  lay 
it  on  the  malt. 

Mr,  Curteis  thought  the  ped- 
lioners  were  at  least  entitled  to 
a  committee  for  inquiry  into  their 
distress.— The  petition  was  then 
brought  up  and  read. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  J,  Ni» 
cMf  the  marriage  act  amendment 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 


mittee on  the  Scoteii  creditors' bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  reported 
to*morrow. 

A  conversation  passed  between 
Mr.  G.  Bennet,  Mr.  Peel,  and  Mr, 
Holfordf  upon  the  state  ojf  heal  thin 
the  Penitentiary  at  Milbank. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  presented  a  petition 
from  the  tanners  of  the  city  of 
Limerick,  against  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  leather-tax.— Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  some  conversation  upon 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Abercromhy's 
motion,  it  was  fixed  for  Wednea* 
day  next. 

Mr.  JVhitmore  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  a  number  of  merchants 
and  traders,  praying  for  an  equalw 
zation  of  the  duties  of  East  and 
West  India  sugars :  upon  the 
grounds,  that  the  reasons  of  levying 
the  protecting  doty  had  ceased*- 
that  the  advantage  is  uniiur  at  the 
expense  of  East  India — that  keep- 
ing up  the  price  of  sugar  prevents 
its  consumption — that  the  use  of 
sugar  as  a  dead  weight  to  ships 
returning  from  India  is  essential— 
that  the  advantage  to  England  of 
meeting  the  wants  of  100  mil- 
lions is  so  much  greater  than  of 
7  or  800,000.  —  Laid  on  the 
table. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancelior 
of  the  Excheqverp  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply,  for  the  purpose  of  consi- 
dering the  resolutions  for  the  re> 
dnction  of  the  national  debt 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
proposed  a  series  of  resolutions  re- 
lative to  the  remodelling  of  the 
sinking  fund.  The  resolutions  were 
as  follows.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  concluded  by  moving  t£e  first 
of  them.. 

*^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,   that  the  payment  of 
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all  sums  of  money  wbicli  now  are 
ctmrged  ufN>n  and  isauable  out  of 
tbe  consolidated  fand  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  to  the  commiseionere  for 
the  redaction  of  the  national  debt, 
should,  upon  and  after  the  dtb  da}' 
of  April,  VS29f  cease  and  deter- 
mine. 

*^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  all  capital  stock 
and  aniiaities,  for  terms  of  years 
(save  and  except  the  capital  stock 
arising  from  donations  and  be* 
quests,  towards  reducing  the  na* 
tional  debt,)  which  on  the  5th  day 
of  April,  18!?d,  shall  stand  in  the 
names  of  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt, 
in  the  books  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England ; 
or  of  the  South  Sea  company  ;  or 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  either  on 
account  of  the  sinking  fund,  or  for 
ifae  purchase  of  life  annuities, 
should,  from  and  after  the  5th  day 
of  April,  1828,  be  cancelled  in  the 
books  of  the  said  banks,  and  South 
Sea  company,  respectively:  and 
the  interest  or  dividends,  which 
would  have  been  payable  on  the 
said  capital  stock,  upon  or  at  any 
time  afier  the  said  5th  day  of  April, 
shall  cease  to  be  issued,  or  to  be 
charged  upon  the  said  consolidated 
fbnd- 

'*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  upon  the  5  th  day 
of  April,  1823,  or  as  soon  after 
as  the  same  can  be  prepared,  an*^ 
account  shall  be  laid  before  par- 
liament, showing  the  total  amount 
of  the  unredeemed  funded  and 
outstanding  unfunded  debt  in  ex- 
chequer bills,  unprovided  for,  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  on  the  said 
5th  day  of  April ;  together  with 
the  annual  charge  attending  the 
same.       And     there    shall    frbm 


thenceforth  be  set  apart^aod  issued, 
at  the  receipt  of  the  exchequers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  out  of 
the  said  consolidated  fund,  to  be 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt,  the  annual  sum  €i 
5,000,000/.  to  be  applied  by  them 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  na* 
tional  debt  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  which  said  sum  shall  be 
charged  upon  the  said  consolidated 
fund,  and  be  issued  by  equal  quar- 
terly payments;  the  first  quarterly 
payment  Ui  be  charged  upon  the 
said  consolidated  fund  on  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1823. 

'*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  it  is  expedient 
that  so  much  of  the  acts  of  the 
58d  and  58th  years  of  his  late  ma* 
jesty,  relating  to  the  redemption 
of  the  national  debti  as  reouire  that 
whenever  an  amount  of  capital 
funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  respectively  should  have 
been  transferred  to  the  said  com* 
missioners,  as  should  be  equal  to 
the  whole  capital,  and  should  pro- 
duce an  interest  or  yearly  divi- 
dend equal  in  amount  to  the  whole 
annual  charge  in  perpetual  annuities 
of  each  loan  contracted  since  1796f 
that  a  certificate  and  declaration 
thereof  should  be  made  by  the  said 
commissioners  of  the  amount  of 
the  public  debt,  to  which  such  cer- 
tificate and  declaration  should  re* 
late,  should  from  time  lo  time  be 
•tflemed  to  be  wholly  satisfied  and 
discharged,  and  an  equal  amount 
of  capital  stock,  standing  in  the 
names  of  the  said  commissioners^ 
should  be  considered  to  be  redeem- 
ed, and  should  from  time  to  time  be 
cancelled,  be  repealed.  ^ 

*'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  no  capital  stock,  or 
annuities  for  terms  of  yearsi  which 
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after  the  5tli  day  of  Aprils  18^8, 
shall  be  placed. in  the  oame&of  the 
said  oomfiiisfflonera»  b  the  books  of 
the  Bank  .of  England,  or  of  the 
South   Sea  company,    or  of  the 
Bank  of  Ireland^  shall  be  caDceUed» 
(save. and  except  the  stock  placed 
in  their  names  fur  the  redemption 
of  the  said  tax',)  until  the  interest  of 
the  debt  redeemed  by  the  said  com- 
mission's, by  the  application  uf  the 
said  sum  of  5,000,000/.,   and  of 
the  growing  interest  thereof^  shalU 
together    with    the    said  sum  of 
5,000,000/.,  have  accumulated  to  a 
sum  the  annual  amount  whereof 
shall  not  be  less  thai)  the:one-hun- 
dredth  part  of  the  then  existing  un- 
redeemed  funded   debt,  and  out- 
standing unfunded  debt  in  exche* 
quer  bills  unprovided  for,  of  the 
United   Kingdom  taken  together; 
and  that  any  capital  stork,  which 
shall  be  pluced  in  the  names  of  the 
said  commissioners  on  account  of 
(be  sinking  fund,  or  further  .pur- 
chase of  Jife  annuities,  after  the  said 
sinking  fund  shall  amount  to  the 
one^httndredth  part  of  the  said  on- 
fiedeemed  funded  debt  and  unfunded 
debt^  taken  together  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  liable  .to  be  cancelled  at 
such  times  and  in  such  manner  as 
Parliament  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct. 

''That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  a  new  and  sepa- 
rate account  shall  be  raised  and 
kept  in.  the  books  of  the  governor 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, of  Uie  sums  already  given  by 
way  of  donation  or  bequest  towards 
rediocing  the  national  debt,  and  of 
all  sums  which  shall  hereafter  be 
given  or  beoueathed  for  the  like  pur- 
pose; and  me  interest  or  dividends 
which  ^all  accrue  on  all  stock 
arising  therefrom  shall  be  applied 
in  tl)«  purchase  of  public  annuities, 


composing  the  national  dehtt  for 
the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the  direc- 
tions of  tbe.persfm  or  persons  giv- 
ing or  bequeathing  the  same,  and 
to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committed,  that  the  annual  expense 
of  the  establishment  in  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  shall  be  charged  upon  the  con- 
solidated fund  of  the-  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  ,of  this 
committee,  that  the  expenses  of 
the  establishments  necessary  for 
carrying  into  execution  '  An  act  oi 
tlie  48  th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majesty,  (ot  enabling  the  com- 
missioners of  the  national  debt  to 
grant  life  annuities,  and  of  two  acts 
made  in  the  d9th  and  54th  years  of 
the  reign  of  bis  said  majesty,  for 
redemption  of  the  land  tax,'  shall 
be  charged  upon  the  said  con* 
solidated  fund. 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  it  is  expedient  that 
the  several  acts  for  the  reduction 
of  the  national  debt  should  be  al*- 
tered  and  amended/' 

After  a  debate  of  considerable 
1/engtb,  the  first  resolution  was  put 
and  carried,  as  abo  the  second. — On 
the  third  resolution  being  put,  Mr^ 
Hume  proposed  as  an  amendment: 
"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  com- 
mittee, it  is  inexpedient  to  maintain 
a  real  sinking  fund  of  more  than 
3,000,000/.,  and  that  immediate 
relief  can  only  be  afforded  to  the 
country  by  repealing  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  the  actual  surplus  of  re* 
venue :"  which  was  negatived,  and 
the  original  motion  .carried* — The 
other  nesolutions  were  then  carried 
successively. — Report  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  to-morrow. 

Assessed  taxes  (Ireland)  bill  re- 
ported. 

Militia 
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MiUtia  redaction  (Imlami)  bill, 
^  readiQg  poitfioneil  till  Friday. 

Mr,  P,  Moore  moved  for  leave 
to  biing  io  a  bill  to  alter  the  law 
against  combiDatioiis  of  workmen. — 
Leave  given. 

Mn  IV •  Court€Hay  asked  leave  to 
briDg  in  his  bill  for  the  regulation 
of  prisons.r--Leav&  given. 

Bill  tQ  relieve  those  who  had  com- 
pounded for  assessed  taxes  read 
a  first itime. 

Bill  for  recovery  of  Ministers' 
moo^y  in  Ireland,  read  a  lirst  time. 

Adjourned. 

H<M$€  of  Lordif  March  4. — Mr, 
Brogdenf  accompanied  by  several 
other  members  of  the  House  of  Com-* 
moas^broughtup  the  annual  duties', 
the  transfer  of  aids't  the  Irish 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's,  the 
exchequer  bills  (QO,000,000/.)» 
and  the  Lanarkshire  rofids'  bills, 
«bi<;b  wexe  severally  read  the  first 
time. 

Adjonrned  till  to-morrow. 

Honiie  of  Commons^  March  4. — 
Mr.  Chalmer  presented  a  petition 
from  York  against  the  hawkers'  and 
pedlars'  act. 

Mn  Lambton  presented  a  petition 
from  S«9d,erlaind  against  the  insol- 
vent debtors'  act. 

Sir  Tf  AcUnd  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  ge* 
neral  turnpike  act« 

Col*  Wood  se/Bonded  tlie  motion. 

Upon  the  modon  of  8ir  /.  Ni* 
ckoU^  tbejniarriuge  act  amendment 
bill  wa&  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
report  brought  up. 

jlir,  «N<^  iBoved  for  leave  to 
briBgin.abiU  for  amending  the  ex* 
isting  poor4aw8» 

Leave  {pven  to  bring  in  the  lull. 

Mr.  Lemuwiweht^  to  ask,  whe- 
ther it  «as  the  intention  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  reduce. the 
expenses  of  the  civil  li&t  in  ibe  di- 
plonsatic  department? 


The  Ofttfirael^r  of  the  Erchcqwr 
said,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  inten- 
tion to  make  a  iartber  reduction. 

Mr*  Herriei  brought  in  a  bill  for 
repealing  the  tax  on  male  servants, 
horses,  carriages,  and  dogs,  in  Ire- 
land. 

Mr,  Cuncen  expressed  bis  inten- 
tion of  moving  for  a  Vepeal  of  the 
whole  of  the  duty  on  cottages. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Hobkouse  presented  a  petition 
from  Westminster,  for  the  repeal  of' 
the  whole  of  the  assessed  taxes. 

After  some  conversation,  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  to  make  his  pro- 
posed motion  relative  to  the  church 
establishment  of  Ireland,  which  he 
supported  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  disproportionate  to  the  popula- 
tion, that  a  great  part  of  the  clergy 
were  non-residents,  that  the  tithes 
were  oppressive,  and  that  the  refor- 
mation and  reduction  of  such  esta- 
blishment would  do  more  than  any 
thing  else  towards  tranquillizing 
Irelcmd. —  He  then  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

**  That  the  property  of  the  church 
of  Ireland,  at  present  in  the  posses- 
skin  of  the  bishops,  the  deans,  and 
chapters  of  Ireland,  is  public  pro- 
perty, under  the  control  and  at  the 
disposal  of  the  legislature,  for  the 
support  of  religion,  and  for  such 
other  purposes  as  Parliament  in  its 
wisdom  may  deem  beneficial  to  the 
community ;  due  attention  being  al- 
ways paid  to  the  rights  of  every 
permm  now  enjoying  any  part  of 
that  property. 

'^  That  it  is  expedient  to  inquire 
whether  the  present  church  esta- 
blishment of  Ireland  be  not  more 
than  Gommeusurate  to  the  services 
to  be  performed,  both  as  regards  the 
number 
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numbar  of  peraous  employed  tod  the 
incomes  they  receive;  and,  if  so, 
whether  a  reduction  oi  the  same 
should  not  take  place,  with  due  re* 
gard  to  all  existing  interests* 

**  That  the  peace  and  best  inte* 
rests  of  Ireland  would  be  promoted 
by  a  commutation  of  tithes — those 
belonging  to  lay  impropriators,  as 
well  as  those  in  possession  of  the 
clergy— on  such  principles  as  shall 
be  considered  just  and  equitable  to- 
wards the  interests  of  the  clergy  and 
the  present  possessors,  whether  lay 
or  clerical. 

'*  That  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  in  what  way  the 
objects  stated  in  these  resolutions 
can  be  best  carried  into  effect. ** 

In  submitting  these  resolutions, 
lie  begged  to  assure  the  house,  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  throw  any 
imputation  upon  any  individual  con- 
nected with  the  church  establish* 
ment  in  Ireland.  Which  Mr.  Hoih 
house  seconded.  He  was  supported 
by  MtMMrM*  Fitzgerald^  Denman^ 
MoHck^  and  Grattan^  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Goulbumf  Stuart ^  Peei, 
and  Plvnket. 

llie  house  then  divided  upon  the 
second  resolution.  For  the  resolu- 
tion, 62 — Against  it,  167 — Majo- 
rity, 105. 

Afr.  Marryat  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  an  erroneous 
statement  issued  from  the  Admi- 
ralty relating  to  his  majesty's  sloop 
Dotterel ;  and  moved  for  a  humble 
address  to  his  majesty  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  or- 
der certain  letters  to  be  laid  before 
the  house. — Some  debate  passed,  af- 
ter which  Mr.  Marryat  withdrew 
his  motion. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
disposedof,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

UoMse  of  Lords  f  March  5. — Lord 
Besleff  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat. 


His  L4>rdbbip  was  introdoeed  by 
Lords  Maryborough  and  Colchester. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the 
second  time — vis.  The  Irish  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's,  the  ex- 
chequer bills  (120,000,000/.),  the 
transfer  in  aids',  the  annual  duties^ 
and  the  Lanarkshire  roads'  bills. — 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

House  of  Commons^  March  5. — 
A  person  from  the  King's-beiich 
prison  brought  up  the  returns  of  the 
Marshal  relative  to  the  said  prison. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  brought  up 
the  report  of  the  London-bridge 
cmnmittee,  after  which  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  rebuikling 
the  bridge. 

I'he  ways  and  means  and  supply 
committees  were  postponed  until 
Friday  next. 

The  Scotch  creditors'  btU  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Irish  assessed  taxes  repeal 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed. 

Sir  T.  Leihbridge  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  a  Mr.  Wm.  Palmer,  of 
Cork,  complaining  of  personal  in- 
jury rec^ved  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  through  the  influence  of  the 
Jesuits  there.  The  hmi.  member 
then  adverted  to  the  belief  that  the 
Jesuits  were  at  this  time  injaring 
Ireland. 

After  some  conversation  between 
Mr.  C.  Hutchkuon,  Mr.  Wilmat, 
Mr.  Hobhousey  Mr.  Hume^  Mr. 
BromUoWj  Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald^  and 
Sir  H.  Pamellf  the  petitk>n  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Abercromlnf  brought  forward 
his  motion  relative  to  certain  secret 
societies  in  Ireland,  particularly  the 
Orangemen  and  those  called  Pur- 
ple-men— he  dwelt  at  great  length 
upon  the  secret  nature  of  these  as- 
sociations, their  mysterious  oath  of 
admission,  the   great   numbers  of 

their 
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their  members^  the  absolute  autho- 
rity of  their  8upenar»,  and  the  in- 
jury they  have  contimuJly  done. — 
He  coDcliided  by  moving, 

**  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  bis  Majesty,  setting 
forth  that  his  faithfol  Commons, 
deeply  deploring  the  dissensions  by 
which  Ireland  has  been  for  so  great 
a  length  of  time  agitated  and  con- 
vuked,  and  which,  among  other 
evib,  have  produced  the  formation 
of  societies  founded  upon  exclusive 
and  nnconstitutional  principles,  beg 
leave  to  assure  bis  Majesty  of  their 
most  cordial  and  zealous  concur* 
rence  in  all  measures  for  maintain- 
ing and  enforcing  the  law,  for  giv- 
ing to  the  people  the  full  benefit  of 
the  constitution,  and  for  aiding  by 
his  patemalsolicitude  to  support  con- 
cord and  unanimity  in  Ireland." 

On  the  question  being  put  from 
the  chair, 

A  debate  of  considerable  lengdi 
Was  carried  on,  in  which  Mr,  Gomlr 
burnt  Sir  J,  Newport^  Mr,  Dawson^ 
Mr.  M.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Peel,  Mr. 
J.  Graita9,  and  Mr.  Cmming^  were 
the  speakers —  the  prevailing  opi- 
nioo  was  generally  in  a  high  degree 
adverse  to  these  societies.  The 
motion  was  then  withdrawn,  the 
orders  of  the  day  disposed  of,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Hinue  of  Lords,  March  6. — 
Lord  FUzroy  Somerset,  accqmpa* 
nied  by  several  other  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  brought 
op  the  marriage  validity  bill  and 
the  Scotch  creditors'  bill:  the 
latter  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  Earl  ofDamkjf  hoped  that 
the  papers  relative  to  Ireland 
would  be  soon  laid  oa  the  table  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  they  would 
be  on  that  of  the  other  bouse. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied 
in  the  affirmative. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  brought 
down  a  message  from  his  Majesty, 
which  was  read  by  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor.  It  stated,  ''  That  whereas 
his  majesty  bad  been  mformed  that 
doubt  bad  arisen  as  to  the  powers 
vested  in  his  majesty  for  disposing 
of  such  real,  copyhold,  and  lease- 
hold property  as  his  majesty  had 
been  entitled  to  at  his  accession  to 
the  crown,  and  also  to  the  powers 
vested  in  his  majesty*s  succe^ors 
for  disposing  of  such  similar  pro- 
perty as  they  should  be  entitled  to 
at  their  accession :  his  majesty  re- 
commended the  House  of  Lords 
to  take  the  subject  into  considera- 
tion, and  to  make  such  provision 
therein  as  to  them  should  seem 
proper.**    . 

It  was  then  ordered,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Earl  of  Liverpool^ 
that  his  majesty's  message  be 
taken  into  consideration  to-morrow. 
The  exchequer  bills  20,000,000/. 
bill,  and  annual  duties  bill,  were 
read  a  third  time.  The  Irish 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's,  the 
transfer  of  aids,  the  annual  duties, 
the  exchequer  bills,  and  Lanark- 
shire roads  bills,  went  through  a 
committee. 

Lord  GratmUe  presented  peti- 
tions .from  Brutol  and  Gloucester, 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
solvent debtors'  act. — Ordered  to 
lie  oh  the  table. — Adjourned. 
.  House  of  Commons,  March  6. — 
Mr.  Alderman  Wood  moved  for 
a  return  of  all  persons  surcharged 
on  the  assessed  taxes  in  respect  of 
servants,  clerks,  and  warehouse- 
men, in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
during  the  last  three  years. — 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Dattwm  brought  up  certain 
papers  relating  to  the.  case  of  Mr. 
W.  M.  Borthwick,  which  had  been 
.ordered  by  the  house. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  De$u8on  prefieateci  a  peti- 
tion from  Bermanchsey  against  the 
insolvent  debtors*  act. 

Lord  Folkestone  presented  a  pe- 
tition on  the  same  subject  from 
New  Sarum. 

'  The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Irish  assessed 
taxes  repeal  bill.  The  report  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  t»* 
morrow* 

The  Irish  yeomanry  corps  bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  when 
Mr.  GraUan  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  of  bringing  this  subject 
before  the  notice  of  the  house  on 
some  future  occiision. 

Mr.  Peel  brought  down  a  mes* 
sage  from  the  King,  {f^ide  the 
House  of  Lords.) 

Air.  Peel  afterwards  moved  that 
the  subject  of  the  message  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow. 

Colonel  Davieg  presented  a  pe* 
tition  from  Colonel  Allan,  of  the 
66th,  complaining  of-  the  sentence 
of  a  court  martial  at  which  he  had 
been  tried. 

The  petition  was  brought  up. 

Lord  Pabnerston  opposed  the 
petition.  Colonel  Allan  had  been 
unjustly  severe,  and  suppressed  the 
naa»es  of  men  upon  whom  he  had 
inflicted  corporal  punishment. 

Other  menvbers  opposed  it. — 
Laid  oo  the  table. 

Mr.  Goulbum  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a 
commutation  ■  of  dthes  for  a  tem- 
porary period  in  Ireland. 

After  a  conversation  of  con- 
siderable length,  leave  was  given. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  bringing  up  the  report  on  the 
national  deU  reduction  acts  should 
be  then  read. 

It  was  read  accordingly,  and 
Mr.  Brogden  brought  up  the  report. 


Oh  the  qoestioh  that  tlte  house 
do  agree  with  this  report — 

Mr.  Calcraft  approved  die  prin- 
ciple of  the  sinking  fond,  as  did 
also  several  other  gendemen. 

Mr.  Calerafl  moved  to  postpone 
the  consideration  until  the  J^Oth  of 
April. 

Mr,  Hafne  warmly  opposed  it, 
and  was  of  opinion  that,  from  the 
year  1793  to  the  present  hour,  the 
sinking  fund  bad  produced  no  dimi- 
nution in  the  public  debt.    • 

Mr,  Mottck  thought  a  sihkirg 
fund  a  positive  injury  to  the 
country. 

The  house  divided.  For  Mr. 
Calcraft's  amendment  67—  against 
it  9S, — majority  36. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to, 
and .  the  other  orders  of  the  day 
disposed  of. — ^Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  March  7.  — 
The  royal  assent  was  given  to  the 
exchequer  bills  (20,000,000/.),  the 
annual  duties,  the' West' India  and 
American  colonies*  trade,  and  the 
marriages'  validity  bills. 

Lord  Orford  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat. 

The  Severn  bridge  and  Chan- 
cfllor  of  Exchequer  (Ireland)  bille 
were  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Marquis'  of  Lemsdom/n  pre^ 
sented  a  petition  from  Cmmarty,* 
praying  for  a  remission  6f  taxation. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablet  Hi^ 
lordship  then  prdUcnted  seven  othei< 
petitions  from  certain  penk^ns  who 
felt  themselves  aggrieved  by  beii^gf 
obliged^as  the  law  stood,  to  assent 
to  parts  of  the  Liturgy  in  the  cere- 
monial of  marriage.  Ordered  to 
be  referred  to  the  committfete. 

Marquis  Camden  presented  pe- 
titions from  the  hop-plsnters  of 
Dewhurst  and  Ticehurst.  —  The 
petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Jj^rd 
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Lord  Cttlikorjfe  presented  a  peti« 
tioD  frooi  certain  persons,  praying 
for  as  act  for  the  more  speedy  reco- 
very of  small  debts. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  taking  into  considerHtion 
his  majesty's  message. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said  it 
woald  be  recollected  that  by  tbe 
39th  and  40th  acts  of  the  late  king, 
power  was  given  to  his  majesty, 
bis  heirs  and  successors,  to  dispose 
of  all  lands  which  had  come  to  the 
crown  by  purchase,  from  savings 
oat  of  the  civil  list,  or  from  any 
of  his  majesty's  ancestors,  not 
Kings  of  England*  The  property 
alluded  to  in  the  royal  message 
was  the  only  property  to  which 
tbe  Jui  coronarium  did  not  attach, 
and  was  not  adverted  to  by  that 
act.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving  that  a  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  assuring 
his  majesty  that  the  house  would 
coDcor  in  any  measure  which 
might  be  thought  proper  to  be 
adopted* 

Lord  EUenborough  said,  he  would 
merely  remark  that  the  less  a 
sovereign  appeared  to  possess  of 
the  spirit  of  a  proprietor,  the  better. 

The  address  was  then  agreed  to. 
-^-Adjooroed. 

House  of  Commons^  March  7.-^ 

Mr,  Hume  rose  to  renew  an 
order  of  the  last  sesskm,  for  a  re- 
turn which  he  was  anxious  to  have 
hiid  OB  the  table,^namely, 

**'  An  account  of  tbe  inland  lei* 
ter  carriers'  soperamiuated  fund 
since  1907  ;  an  account  of  the  sa- 
laries of*  the  carriers,  and  the  re« 
ceipts  of  the  fund  up  to  this  pe^ 
riod;  together  with  iu  present 
amount,  and  distinguishing  the  re- 
ceipts of  each  year. 

**  An  account  of  the  names  and 


residence  of  every  suk*veyor  of 
taxes,  who  has  been  permitted  u> 
be  engaged  in  any  otlier  trade,  bn- 
.siness,  occupation,  office,  or  pro- 
fession, during  the  last  three  years, 
stating  the  nature  thereof,  and  dis- 
tinguishing each  year. 

*'  An  account  of  the  amount  col*- 
lected  on  the  land  tax;  tiie 
amount  paid  over. to  the  receivers- 
general,  and  of  the  surplus  of  re- 
ceipts ;  also  for  an  account  of  all 
tbe  items  upon  which  any  part  of 
that  surplus  has  been  expended, 
from  the  year  1819  to  1882,  in- 
clusive, distinguishing  each  year. 

''An  account  of  the  total  num«> 
ber  of  surcharges  on  the  land  and 
assessed  taxes  from  18 17  to  \%Z% 
inclusive,  stating  the  names  of  the 
parties  wiio  have  been  relieved 
from  such  surcharged,  and  the  total 
anaount  to  which  they  havse  been 
so  relieved,  and  distinguishing  each 
year." — Ordered. 

Sir  Thomas  LeMridge  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
magistrates  at  quarter  sessions  to 
define  more  exactly  the  subdivisions 
of  counties. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr,  Secret 
tary  Peel^  the  house  then  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  on  his.  ma« 
jeety's  message. 

Afr.  Peel  said,  he  should  pro^ 
pose  that  the  chairman  shbuld  ask 
for  leave,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  toocih** 
ing  tbe  disposal  of  certain  real  pro* 
perty  belongiag  to  his  majesty  and 
his  successors.  The  proposition 
was  agreed  to. 

Litrd  PalmerstoH  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  house  rc-» 
solving  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply. 

His  lordship  next  proposed  re- 
solutions for  1,841,658/.  for  tbe 
land  forces  of  Great  Britain  and 
stations 
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stations  abroad  independent  of  the 
£a8t  Indies.     719J\0L  for    the 
land   force  of    Ireland.     29,503/. 
for   the    staff   of   Great   Britain. 
18,565/.  for     the     Irish      staff. 
114.337/.  for  the  public  clerks  of 
Great    Briuin.     9,107/.   for  Ira- 
land.     13,130/.  for  medicines  and 
surgical  materials.  4,805/.  for  Ire- 
land.    134,000/.  for  the  yeomanry 
of   Great    Britain.     19,976/.    for 
four  companies  of  dragoons  and 
eleven  companies  of  foot  for  the  East 
India  Company.     11,5  89/.  I6s.  1  d. 
for    the    royal    military    college. 
IS2,BQ0L  for  the  payment  of  ge- 
neral officers  not  colonels  of  regi- 
ments.    29,150/.  for  the  garrisons 
of  Great  Britain.     6,240/.  for  the 
garrisons     of   Ireland.      69,648/. 
16s*  5d,  for  allowances  to  reduced 
officers.     32,496/.  for  the  in-pen- 
sioners  of  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham 
hospitals.     14,585/.  for  the    out- 
pensioners  of  Kilmainham  hospi- 
tal.    1,224,484/.  i5s.  lOd.  for  the 
out-pensioners  of  Chelsea  hospital. 
114,070/.     for    foreign    half-pay. 
136,243/.  79.  lid.  for  the  full  pay 
for  retired  officers.     ^6fi76L  I6s. 
7d.  for  the  royal  military  asylum. 
1279287/.  6f  Sd.  for  widows'  pen- 
sions.     179,798/.  13#.  9d.  for  the 
compassionate   list.      36,703/.  6#. 
lOd.  for  superannuation  allowances. 
6,854/.  I4s.  9d.  for  superannuation 
allowances  (Ireland.)    33,000/.  for 
exchequer  fees. 

These  items  were  severally 
agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  30th  of  April  he  would  sub- 
mit a  motion,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  removal  of  the  lord  lieute- 
nant and  the  chief  secretary  of  Ire- 
land.— Adjourned. 


Haute  of  Lordif  March  10. — 
The  Earl  of  DanUey  requested  to 
be  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  bill 
for  commutation  of  Irish  tithes, 
now  passing  through  the  House  of 
Commons.  After  some  conver- 
sation, the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Comnums^  March  10. — 
Several  petitions  were  presented 
against  the  insolvent  debtors*  act — 
the  duty  on  hops — and  the  coal 
tar. 

Mr.  J.Grattan  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  advertisements  published  in 
the  Dublin  newspapers,  inviting 
traders  for  contracts  for  paving  and 
lighting  the  streets  of  Dublin,  from 
January  1807  to  January  1823; 
also  a  return  of  the  names  of 
persons  whose  tenders  were  ac- 
cepted, &c. 

Mr,  T.  Wilson  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  J.  W.  Parkins,  Esq. 
complaining  of  an  undue  election 
for  the  borough  of  Arundel.— Or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  the  17th  of  April. 

j^fr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  to-morrow  move  for  a  return 
respecting  the  land-tax  unredeemed, 
and  also  for  certain  returns  con- 
nected with  the  post-office,  Dublin. 
Lord  AUhorpe  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  all  courts  instituted  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  in  England  and 
Wales,  except  those  in  Westmin- 
ster-hall and  the  great  session  in 
Wales ;  describing  the  nature  and 
extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and 
under  what  authority  they  were 
established.— Ordered. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  general  turnpike  act — ^naarriage 
act — window  tax,  and  for  a  bill  for 
the  recovery  of  small  debts; 

Sir  J,  Newport  brought  up  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  amount  of  pay- 
ments made  by  grand  juries  in  Ire- 
land.—Read  the  first  time. 

The 
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The  right  hoo.baf  ouet  moved  for 
im  account  of  the  official  value  of 
the  manufactures  of  Ireland  ex- 
ported from  the  5ih  of  Jaouary, 
1811,  tothe5thof  January,  1823; 
«nd  also  for  several  other  returns 
relative  to  the  exports  and  imports 
of  Ireland. — Ordered. 

Mr,  Abtrcromby  gave  notice,  in 
the  absence  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
member  for  Ayr,  (Mr.  Kennedy,) 
that  on  the  22d  of  Apiil  he  would 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  the  manner  of  summoning  and 
Bwearing  in  juries,  in  criminal  pro- 
ceedings in  Scotland. 

Mr,  Ahercrombj/  also  gave  notice 
that  on  the  29th  of  April  he  would 
submit  a  motion  respecting  the  case 
<if  Wm.  Murray  Berth  wick. 

Petitions  were  presented  com- 
plaining oi  the  increase  of  poor- 
rates  ;  and  one  presented  by  Lord 
A,  Hamilton  against  the  duty  on 
coals  between  ^  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land was  received,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr*  Wallace y 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  warehousing  duty; 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
render  more  etfectual  the  provisions 
of  the  warehousing  act. 

^h^  Attorney 'General  brought  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  disposition  of 
the  King's  property.  It  was  read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  Thursday  next 

Lord  Palmersfon  moved  the  or- 
der  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  supply. — 
The  report  was  then  read,  and  its 
several  votes  agreed  to. 

In  the  assessed  taxes  reduction 
bill,  Mr.  Curwen  moved  to  take  off 
the  whole  of  the  window-tax  upon 
houses  not  having  more  than  six 
windows. — Other  members  moved 
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various  amendments ;  but  those  only 
which  the  Chancellor  acceded  to, 
were  to  exempt  poor  men  in  Scot- 
land having  three  children,  and  to 
extend  the  privilege  to  England. — 
The  different  resolutions  were  car- 
ried.— Report  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  to-morrow. 

JlJr.  Calvert  moved  for  returns  of 
monies  paid  under  decrees  of  the 
Court  of  Requests  for  the  borough 
of  Southwark. 

Mr,  Herrics  moved  for  an  account 
of  all  the  donations  and  bequests 
which  had  been  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  liquidating  the  national  debt 
up  to  the  5th  of  April,  1822;  which 
were  ordered,  and  afterwards 
brought  up. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Commons  f  March  11. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against  the 
insolvent  debtors'  act — the  Irish 
leather  tax — praying  for  an  addi- 
tional duty  on  foreign  tallow — 
against  the  directors  of  the  South- 
wark bridge  Company — the  Shad- 
well  Church  bill,  &c. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Hume, 
accounts  were  ordered,  showing  the 
gross  receipts  of  the  unredeemed 
land-lax  of  England^  Scotland,  and 
Wales,  since  the  year  1796 ;  and 
also  the  amount  r^uced  each  year 
by  purchases,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  38th  George  111., 
and  how  the  money  had  been  ap- 
plied. The  hon  member  observed, 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  move 
for  the  accounts  from  the  Irbh 
Post-office,  as  the  Commisf^ioners 
of  Inquiry  were  about  to  investigate 
that  department 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for^e 
committee  on  the  national  debt  re- 
duction bill. 

H  Several 
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Several  membere  opposed  the 
plan  of  the  sinking  fund, — others 
approved  it  with  modification. 

Sir  U,  Parnell  thought  the  whole 
debt  might  be  paid  in  forty-five 
years,  by  adding  an  additional  one 
per  cent,  to  the  three  per  cents,  and 
making  them  determinable  annui- 
ties.— The  several  clauses  of  the  bill 
were  agreed  to. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

The  report  on  the  assessed  taxes' 
repeal  bill  was  then  brought  up 
and  read;  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  move  for  certain 
returns  relative  to  the  public  debt. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lordsy  March  12.— 
Petitions  were  presented  against  the 
insolvent  debtors'  act  and  the  turn- 
pike act. 

The  assessed  taxes'  repeal  bill 
(Ireland)  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Li- 
verpooly  it  was  ordered  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  appeals 
brought  before  the  house  since  1818 
(the  date  of  the  last  account),  up  to 
the  present  time,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Lord  EUenborougA  complained  of 
the  present  state  of  the  law  respect- 
ing marriage.  Much  mischief  was 
doing,  and  he  hoped  that  ere  long  a 
general  law  would  be  before  their 
lordships,  which  would  prove  satis- 
factory both  to  that  house  and 
the  public. 

Adjounied  till  to-morrow. 

House  of  Commons f  March  12. — 
There  being,  at  4  o'clock,  only 
thirty-bix    members    present,    the 


Speaker  adjourned  the  house  till  to- 
morrow. 

House  of  Lords ^  March  18. — 
The  Earl  of  Damley  presented  a 
petition  from  Oldham,  in  Lanca- 
shire, against  the  insolvent  debtors' 
act — Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Earl  Grey  presented  a  petition 
from  Sunderland,  Bishop-Wear- 
mouth,  and  Monk-Wearmouth, 
against  the  insolvent  debtors'  act ; 
also  a  similar  petition  from  Derby ; 
and  a  petition  from  the  same,  com- 
plaining of  hawkers  and  pedlars. — 
Ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table. 

House  of  Commons  9  March  13.— 
The  Speaker  announced  to  the  house, 
that  the  ballot  for  the  committee 
on  the  Sligo  election  petition,  which 
was  appointed  for  this  day,  would 
not  take  place;  the  parties  not 
having  entered  into  recognizances. 
The  order  was  in  consequence  dis- 
charged. 

The  Speaker  was  ordered  to  issue 
his  writ  for  a  member  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  New- 
port, Cornwall^  in  the  room  of  Jo- 
nathan Raine,  Esq.,  who  has  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  Wales.  ^ 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  presented  a 
petition  from  Thomas  Flanagan, 
complaining  of  certain  proceedings 
at  the  late  Sligo  election. — Ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Sir  C.  Cole  presented  a  petition 
from  a  body  of  dissenters,  com- 
plaining that  the  law  of  marriage, 
as  it  now  stood,  imposed  a  burden 
on  their  conscience,  which  they 
were  confident  was  never  intended 
by  the  legislature,  and  praying  for 
relief. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fane  presented  a  petition 
from  Wallington,  in  the  county  of 
Oxford,  complaining  of  agricultural 
distress. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Curteii  presented  a  petilioQ 
firom  the  parish  of  Uadleigb,  Sussex, 
praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  corn 
laws,  and  for  the  imposition  of  ad- 
ditional duties  on  every  species  of 
ibreigp  agricultural  produce. 

JV/r.  Curteis  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Salehurst,  in  Sussex, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  hops. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Sir  E.  Knatchbull^Ttwn\jtd  a  pe- 
tition from  the  parish  of  St.  Paul's^ 
Deptford,  complaining  of  the  great 
increase  of  the  poor,  and  praying 
for  a  revision  of  the  poor-laws. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Skipton,  in  the  county  of 
York,  relative  to  the  hawkers'  and 
pedlars'  act. 

Mr.  Mundy  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  the  town  of  Derby. — 
Laid  on  the  XxUbXt. 

Mr.  Mundy  presented  a  petition 
from  Derby,  against  the  insol- 
vent debtors'  act,— Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts  presented  a  si- 
milar petition  from  Maidstone. 

On  the  question  '*  that  this  peti- 
tion be  brought  up," 

Mr.  S.  IVortiey  said,  the  act  of 
last  year  having  produced  no  good 
effect,  he  was  entitled  to  ask,  whe- 
ther Government  bad  any  objection 
Co  bringing  in  another  measure? 
He  thought  he  was  not  asking  too 
much,  when  he  called  for  the  intro- 
duction of  some  remedial  measure. 

Sir  E.  Knatchbull  said,  com- 
plaints against  the  existing  law 
were  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  An  actual  necessity  ex- 
isted for  some  efficient  change  in 
the  law  as  it  was  now  administered. 

The  Solicitor-General  said,  he 
could  not  think  of  abandoning  the 
principle  of  the  measure;  but  he 
would  listen  with  attention  to  any 


•uggestion  that  might  be  thrown  out. 
and  he  would  endeavour  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  if  it  were  practicable. 
There  was  one  point  in  which  it 
was,  perhaps,  possible  to  make  an 
improvement — he  alluded  to  the 
case  of  persons  who  caused  them- 
selves to  be  collusively  arrested,  in 
order  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  proper  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  into  the  bill,  similar  to 
that  which  was  contained  in  the  last 
to  prevent  such  persons  from  taking 
the  benefit  of  the  law.  He  would 
here  take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that 
the  bankrupt  law  had  been  in  ex- 
istence for  two  hundred  years,  and 
those  who  were  conversant  with  it 
knew  that  it  was  liable  to  very  great 
abuse — not  so  much,  perhaps,  as  the 
insolvent  debtors'  law ;  but  still  it 
was  liable  to  very  great  abuse,  and 
had  on  many  occaaions  given  rise  to 
serious  complaints.  The  greatest 
lawyers  in  that  house  had  endea- 
voured to  amend  it ;  but  frauds  were 
nevertheless  perpetrated  under  ir. 
Let  it  not  therefore  be  supposed, 
because  frauds  were  committed  un- 
der the  insolvent  debtors*  act,  that 
therefore  those  whose  business  it 
was  to  watch  over  measures  of  that 
nature  had  neglected  their  duty. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  he  had  not 
asked  any  question  of  the  Attorney- 
General  on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 
He  had  applied  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  referred  him 
to  the  law  ofBcers  of  the  crown, 
the  subject  being  more  within  their 
province.  In  his  opinion,  an  altera- 
tion ought  to  be  made  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Bright  was  very  sorry  to 
hear  what  had  fallen  from  tiie  So- 
licitor-General, since  it  proved  that 
the  learned  gentleman  despaired  of 
making  any  efficient  improvement 
in  the  measure.  He  hoped  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown  would  not 
H  2  throw 
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throw  on  others  the  burden  of  n^w 
modelling;  but  that  they  would  un- 
dertake the  business  themselves,  and 
devise  proper  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  creditors. 

Sir  M,  Ridley  agreed  with  the 
hon.  member  for  Bristol  as  to  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  present 
law.  He  should  be  extremely 
sorry  to  abandon  the  principle  on 
which  the  law  now  stood  ;  but  there 
were  many  points,  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  which  the  situation  of  the 
creditor  might  be  greatly  amelio- 
rated. He  would  give  the  creditor 
more  power  over  the  fraudulent 
debtor,  who  had,  at  present,  too 
many  facilities  for  the  disposal  of 
his  property. 

Sir  J,  Boughey  expressed  him- 
self in  favour  of  an  alteration  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  H.  G,  Bennef  animadverted 
on  the  alteration  which  had  been 
made  in  the  insolvent  debtors'  act 
in  the  other  house  of  parliament, 
and  concluded  by  observing,  that 
the  law»  as  it  now  stood,  was  a  le- 
galized system  of  fraud. 

The  petition  was  then  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Huskisson, 
a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the 
county  t>f  Inverness,  in  the  room  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Grant,  who 
has  accepted  the  office  of  vice-pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Sir  John  Sebright  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  county  of  Hertford, 
praying  for  a  reform  in  parliament. 
The  hon.  baronet  also  presented 
a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Bishop-Stortford,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  local  jurisdiction 
for  the  recovery  of  small  debts. 

These  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Air.  Uennet  gave  notice,  in  behalf 
of  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  that  on  the 


10th  of  April  he  meant  to  submit 
a  motion  on  the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency ;  and  also  that  another  hon. 
friend  of  his  meant,  on  Monday 
next,  before  the  ordnance  esti- 
mates were  voted  in  the  committee 
of  supply,  to  submit  a  motion  re- 
specting the  Barbadoes  4§  per  cents. 
Mr.  P.  Moore  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  manufacturers  of  Co- 
ventry, against  the  insolvent  debtors' 
act ;  and  he  intimated,  that  unless 
something  occurred  to  prevent  him, 
he  should  on  Tuesday  next  move 
for  a  repeal  of  the  present  act. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Sir  Thomas  Let hbridge  presented 
a  petition  from  Woodbridge»  com- 
plaining of  agricultural  distress. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Isord A. Hamilton  postponed,  until 
Tuesday  the  6th  of  May,  his  mo- 
•  tion  respecting  the  Scotch  burghs. 

Mr.  Lennard  postponed,  until 
Tuesday  the  25th  of  March,  his 
motion  for  an  account  of  the  savings 
under  the  third  class  of  the  civil 
list 

Mr.  Ricardo  amended  his  motion 
made  on  a  former  night,  for  ac- 
counts of  the  number  of  persons  re- 
ceiving dividends  of  a  particular 
amount  in  the  funds. 

Mr,  C.  H.  Hutchinson  presented 
three  petitions  from  Cork  :  one  was 
from  the  distillers  and  spirit-dealers, 
praying  to  be  put  upon  a  par  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  their  business  with 
the  British  distillers  and  dealers; 
the  second  was  from  the  retail 
spirit-dealers,  praying  to  be  al- 
I'^wpd  11)  make  up  compounds,  as 
was  permitted  to  the  same  class 
of  traders  in  England;  and  the 
third  was  from  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  Cork,  complaining  of  the 
heavy  operation  of  the  duty  upon 
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coal. — These  petitions  were  seve- 
rally laid  on  the  table. 

Sir  J.  Newport  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Sl  Mary,  Dublin,  praying 
for  the  revival  of  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  local  taxation  of 
that  city. 

Mr.  Plvnket  said,  that  to-mor- 
row he  meant  to  move  for  the  re- 
vival of  such  a  committee. — The 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CoL  Wood  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  23d  of  April  he  would  move  two 
resolutions  relating  to  the  law  of 
settlement 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
brought  up  copies  of  the  King's  let- 
ter to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  re- 
specting the  presentation  of  his  late 
Majesty's  library  to  the  British 
Museum,  and  of  Uie  report  thereon. 
— Ordered  to  be  printed. 

llie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
then  gave  notice,  that  on  Tuesday 
next  he  should  move  that  these  pa- 
pers should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Lord  Cranbome  brought  forward 
his  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  game  laws.  Up  to 
the  last  month  of  the  late  year,  the 
committals  were  1,467  for  viola- 
tions of  the  game  laws ;  and  during 
the  last  month  372  committals  had 
also  uken  place. 

Sir  John  Sebright^  in  seconding 
this  motion,  implored  the  house  to 
take  the  subject  into  their  most  se- 
rious consideration.  He  conjured 
them  to  do  so,  not  upon  any  specu- 
lative opinion  of  his  own,  but  upon 
hid  actual  knowledge,  as  a  magis- 
trate oflong  experience,  of  the  bane- 
ful effect  of  the  game  laws.  He 
would  implore  gentlemen,  in  ar- 
guing this  question,  not  to  look  upon 
it  merely  as  one  affecting  the  game 


laws,  but  rather  as  oneof  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  moral  character 
and  condition  of  a  great  part  of  the 
lower  classes  of  the  community. 
It  was  in  that  view  alone  that  he 
considered  the  subject;  and  he  re- 
peated his  anxious  hope,  that  gen- 
tlemen would  give  their  fullest  at- 
tendance to  the  discussion,  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  a  course  of  de- 
moralization which  could  not  fail 
to  produce  the  worst  consequences. 
Sir  John  Shelley  was  of  'opi- 
nion that  the  demoralization  of  the 
lower  agricultural  classes  was  not 
so  much  owing  to  the  game  laws, 
as  to  the  distress  which  generally 
prevailed. 

Mr.  Cuncen  thought,  that  to  the 
existence  of  these  odious  laws  a  vast 
proportion  of  the  offences  which 
came  before  the  judges  at  the  county 
assizes  was  to  be  attributed.  In 
one  year  there  had  been  about  800 
persons  proceeded  against  on  ac- 
count of  them. 

Mr.  Gipps  was  anxious  to  have 
a  return  of  the  number  of  convic- 
tions under  the  game  laws. 

The  motion  "  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the 
laws  respecting  game,  and  to  report 
their  opinion  thereon  to  the  house," 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  said  com- 
mittee nominated. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Mr,  Brogden 
brought  up  the  report  on  the  na- 
tional debt  reduction  bill. 

On  the  question  '*  that  these 
amendments  be  now  read  a  second 
time," 

Mr.  Tierney  put  some  questions 
upon  the  subject  of  the  five  millions 
of  sinking  fund,  and  wished  to  know 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  bill 
passing,  the  house  were  not  pledged 
to  raise  that  sum  in  one  way  or 
other? 

The 


118 


BRITISH    AND 


The  Chanceltor  of  the  Exchequer 
assured  the  house,  that  the  right 
hoD.  gent,  was  not  more  anxious 
than  he  himself  was,  that  this  pro- 
position should  not  be  misunderstood. 
He  would  endeavour  to  explain  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  how  the 
matter  stood.  He  took  it,  that 
after  having  allowed  for  the 
2,200,000/.  of  taxes  which  it  was 
proposed  to  repeal  in  the  course  of 
the  present  year,  the  public  income 
derived  from  taxes,  &c.  might 
fairly  be  estimated  at  50,000,000/. 
He  was  now  speaking  exclusively 
of  the  half-pay  or  dead  charge. 
The  annual  Expenditure — still  omit- 
ting the  arrangement  which  was 
made  last  year  upon  the  subject  he 
had  just  mentioned,  but  including 
tlie  existing  charge  of  the  funded 
debt,  and  of  the  civil  list,  the  army, 
navy,  and  ordnance  services,  and 
all  other  items  of  that  description — 
would  amount  to  47aOOO,000/.  In 
that  case,  the  surplus  would  be 
^,000,000/. ;  but  he  thought  he  was 
entitled  to  assume,  looking  to  the 
plan  regarding  the  half-pay  and 
pension  list,  and  supposing  it  to 
succeed  by  the  sale  of  the  proposed 
annuity — ^he  was,  he  repeated,  en- 
titled to  assume,  that  such  surplus 
would  be  5,000,000/.;  and  he 
would  show  the  house  how.  He 
presumed  that  nobody  would  say, 
that  if  Government  could  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  individual 
owners  of  these  half-pay  allowances 
and  pensions  to  receive  collectively, 
and  instead  of  the  indefinite  period 
during  which  their  respective  inte- 
rests in  such  pensions  and  half- 
pay  might  subsist,  an  annuity  of 
2,800,000/.  for  forty-five  years, 
there  would  not  be  a  saving  for  the 
current  year  to  the  extent  of  the 
difference  beeween  tiiat  annuity  and 
the  present  amount  of  the  charge. 


A  portion  of  the  47,000,000/.  of 
expenditure  would  then  be  included 
in  the  annuity  thus  given  for  th« 
4,800,000/.,  the  amount  of  the  half- 
pay  and  pensions.  But  to  induce 
these  parties,  or  a  third  party,  for 
it  was  immaterial  to  the  argument 
with  whom  the  contract  was  made, 
to  forego  their  claim  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  present  charge,  an  an- 
nuity had  been  granted  to  them  for 
forty-five  years,  of  2,800,000/. 
This  being  deducted,  he  certainly 
conceived  that  2,000,000/.  would 
be  the  result  as  a  saving  to  the  Go- 
vernment. The  obvious  efl'ect  of 
this  would  be  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture from  47  to  45,000,000/.  The 
revenue  being  50,000,000/.,  and  the 
expenditure  45,000,000/.,  surely 
there  was  a  clear  surplus  of 
5,000,000/.  of  income.  Now,  sup- 
posing the  4,800,000/.  to  be  pro- 
vided through  the  acceptance  of 
some  other  party  of  the  2,800,000/. 
annuity,  the  expenditure  would  be 
raised  altogether  to  49,800,000/., 
and  the  same  operation  would  raise 
the  revenue  to  54,800,000/.  This 
statement  equally  left  a  surplus  of 
5,000,000/. ;  and  he  thought  him* 
self  entitled  to  contend,  that  this 
therefore  was  a  bonajide  surplus. 
Now  he  proposed  to  apply  these 
5,000,000/.  til  the  reduction  of  the 
funded  debt.  So  far  that  debt  would 
be  reduced ;  and  if  he  did  nothing 
to  increase  the  unfunded  debt,  but 
only  applied  the  2,000,000/.,  of 
which  he  had  spoken,  to  the  sur- 
plus, they  would  at  the  end  of  the 
year  have  reduced  the  funded  with- 
out increasing  the  unfunded  debt. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Tierney)  next  wished 
to  know  how  he  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  proposed  to  act 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  which 
the  income  of  the  country    might 
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in  future  years  experience;  and 
seemed  to  tbink  that  government 
could  not  proceed  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  having  a  sum  of  5,000,000/. 
for  their  surplus,  unless  they  were 
prepared  to  state,  that  in  every 
year,  when  some  fluctuations  of 
the  revenue  might  have  the  effect 
of  bringing  the  actual  income 
somewhat  below  such  an  amount 
as  would  yield  a  surplus  of 
5,000,000/.,  they  would  put  on 
fresh  taxes,  to  raise  that  surplus 
up  to  5,000,000/.  Now,  in  the 
first  place,  he  did  not  think  this  was 
a  very  probable  anticipation ;  and  in 
the  next,  he  did  not  imagine  that  it 
would  be  possible  even  to  regulate 
the  amount  of  that  fund,  or  of 
their  finances,  upon  such  exact 
and  minute  principles  as  to  be  pre- 
pared for  every  possible  contin- 
gency. He  did  not  see  why,  if 
the  revenue  should  so  fall  short, 
they  should  not  make  the  surplus 
up  by  means  of  exchequer-bills, 
or  some  other  temporary  expe- 
dient. He  could  not  conceive  why 
they  should  not  be  permitted  to  ap- 
propriate a  portion  of  the  revenue 
to  the  reduction  of  their  debt, 
merely  because  it  might  happen  in 
some  future  year  that  they  might 
not  have  revenue  sufficient  to  re- 
serve the  precise  amount  of  such  a 
portion.  A  larger  surplus  he  might 
have  had,  but  2,000,000/.  and  up- 
wards he  had  proposed  to  remit  in 
taxes.  He  was  not  at  all  unwill- 
ing to  state,  that  the  principle 
upon  which  he  recommended  that 
remission  was  this — that  he  thought 
it  better  to  give  the  country  the 
benefit  of  such  a  reduction  of  taxes 
than  to  retain,  upon  mere  finan- 
cial gniunds,'  a  surplus  beyond  the 
5,000,000/.  in  question.  This 
amount  was  as  large  a  one  as  he 


thought  it,  under  the  state  of  the 
country,  advisable  to  retain.  He 
confessed,  indeed,  that  he  was  san- 
guine enough  to  anticipate  that  such 
a  result  would  ere  long  be  pro- 
duced by  a  judicious  revision  of 
all  the  branches  of  public  expen- 
diture, and  by  a  careful  exa^ 
mination  into  those  means  by 
which  the  revenue  might  be  most 
conveniently  and  advantageously 
collected  ;  and  for  himself,  as  well 
as  for  his  Majesty's  government 
generally,  he  could  assure  the  house 
that  should  the  result  of  such 
measures  be  to  increase  the  sur- 
plus in  question,  neither  he  nor  they 
would  ever  be  unwilling  to  give  to 
the  people  the  full  benefit  of  such 
an  event. 

After  some  observations  from 
Mr.  HumCf  Colonel  Davies,  Sir  H. 
Pamell,  and  Sir  JP.  Blake,  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hume 
was  negatived,  and  the  bill  agreed 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  third  reading  of  this 
bill. 

Mr.  Maherly  said,  he  would  not 
oppose  this  measure,  as  an  oppor- 
tunity would  hereafter  present  it- 
self of  stating  his  opinions. 

Mr,  Hume  hoped  that  an  excep« 
tion  would  be  made  in  favour  of 
the  windows  of  rooms  occupied  as 
schools.  Many  small  schools, 
where  the  young  children  of  poor, 
persons  were  sent  for  instruction, 
were  extremely  crowded. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thought  they  would  come  under 
the  exemption  of  shop-windows, 
when  on  the  ground- fioor. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  (with  a  few  verbal  amend- 
ments) passed. 

The    King's    property  bill  was 
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read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  cotnmitted  to-morrow. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
marriage  act  repeal  bill, 

Dr,  Liuhington  moved  that  the 
bill  be  then  read  a  second  time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
with  the  understanding  thit  the 
discussion  should  take  place  on  its 
next  stage.  It  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Tuesday. 

I'he  mutiny  bill  was  read  a  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Humcy 
there  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  variety  of  returns  re- 
specting the  amount  of  the  public 
debt,  in  each  year  of  the  last  seven. 
Among  these  were — a  return  of  the 
gross  receipt  of  the  revenue,  ex- 
clusive of  loans  m  each  year,  from 
the  5th  of  January,  1816,  to- the 
5th  of  January,  18£3 :  also  an 
account  of  the  actual  expenditure, 
exclusive  of  the  charge  of  the 
sinking  fund,  in  each  year  of  the 
same  period. 

Mr,  Huskisson  moved  that  the 
house  do  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, to  consider  of  the  act  27 
Geo.  III.  for  regulating  the  num- 
ber of  apprentices  to  be  taken  on 
board  merchant  vessels. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Husktason  observed,  that 
great  inconveniencies  had  arisen  in 
the  merchant  service,  from  the  ex- 
isting regulations  respecting  appren- 
tices. In  some  vessels,  particularly 
those  in  the  West  India  trade,  a 
certain  number  of  apprentices  were 
required  to  be  taken,  while  in  the 
vessels  in  other  trades  no  such  obli- 
gation existed.  Now  this  might 
be  an  advantage  or  a  disadvantage, 
according  to  the  circumstance  of 


peace  or  war.  In  peace  \t  wonlcf 
be  a  disadvantage  to  be  obliged  to 
have  a  certain  numbi^r  of  appren- 
tices, when  for  nearly  the  same  ex- 
pense the  same  numberof  able  sea«* 
men  might  be  had.  In  war  it 
would  be  an  advantage,  when  able 
seamen  were  difficult  to  be  got,  and 
when  the  tenure  of  their  services 
was  rendered  uncertain  by  their  li- 
ability to  impressment  (to  which 
apprentices  in  certain  cases  wt:re 
not  exposed).  One  object  of  his 
bill  would  be  to  make  the  advan- 
tages equal  in  all  merchant  ships; 
and  this  he  proposed  to  effect  by  a 
clause  that  every  merchant  vessel 
in  every  trade  should  have  an  equal 
number  of  apprentices  in  pro^ 
portion  to  her  tonnage.  For  in- 
stance, in  aship  of  from  80  to  200 
tons  burden,  he  wnuld  have  one 
apprentice ;  and  so  on,  in  proper- 
tion  to  the  tonnage.  He  also  pro- 
posed  to  give  to  apprentices  greatet* 
protection  against  impressment.  At 
present  those  of  17  years  of  age 
were  liable  to  be  impressed  after 
three  years  service,  lie  proposed 
to  extend  that  to  four  years ;  or  thai 
apprentices  should  not  be  liable  to 
be  impressed  under  21  years.  This 
would  be  an  advantage  to  mer- 
chants, and  afford  them  a  greater 
security  in  time  of  war.  He  also 
intended  to  extend  a  protection  from 
impressment  to  certain  petty  officers 
of  merchant  ships  who  were  not  at 
present  exempted.  Me  had  com- 
municated on  this  subject  with  per- 
sons connected  with  our  mercantile 
shipping  interests,  and  they  all  ap- 
proved of  the  plan  as  one  which 
would  be  found  very  advantageous. 
Another  subject  which  he  con- 
ceived called  for  the  interference 
of  the  house  was,  that  of  the  deser- 
tion of  seamen  from  merchant  ships. 
It  was  a  common  practice  to  give  to 
seamen 
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teamen  on  outward-bound  voyages 
two  or  three  months'  wages  in  ad- 
vance, with  the  understanding  that 
they  were  engaged  to  the  ship  out 
and  home.  In  cases  of  desertion  at 
foreign  ports  (which  were  not  un- 
frequent  in  consequence  of  the  temp- 
tation often  held  out  of  getting 
higher  wages  on  board  other  ves- 
sels), the  seaman  forfeited  whatever 
wages  were  due  to  him ;  but  this  was 
very  trifling,  and  in  many  cases  no- 
thing at  all,  as  the  wages  advanced 
were  not  covered  by  the  voyage 
out.  Now  to  remedy  the  evil  as 
far  as  possible,  he  proposed  to  give 
the  owners  of  the  ship  from  which 
the  man  deserted,  a  power  over  the 
wages  accruing  to  him  from  his  ser- 
vices in  any  other  by  which  he 
might  return.  This,  when  known, 
would,  he  thought,  be  found  no  in- 
effectual means  of  preventing  de- 
sertions in  foreign  ports,  from  which 
so  much  inconvenience  often  arose 
to  the  merchant  service.  The  right 
hon.  gentletnan  stated,  that  if  the 
committee  would  give  him  leave, 
he  would  have  the  bill  printed  for 
the  consideration  of  members  ;  and 
concluded  by  movinc,  that  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  number  of  apprentices  to  be 
taken  on  board  British  merchant 
vessels. 

Mr.  Bemal  felt  great  pleasure 
in  seeing  this  subject  taken  up  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr, 
Ricardo, 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  declared  it  to  be 
bis  opinion  that  the  protection 
which  this  bill  would  give  to  ap- 
prentices till  tliey  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  would  create  for 
the  country  a  nursery  of  active  and 
able  seamen  at  the  least  possible 
expense. 

Mr.  Piummer  said  a  few  words. 


Mr,  Hume  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  would  not  hurry  it- 
through  the  house,  on  account 
of  its  vast  importance  to  a  very 
numerous  class  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Mr,  Huskisson  assured  the  lion, 
member  for  Aberdeen  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  hurrying  the  bill 
through  the  house. 

Mr,  Ricardo  wished  to  know 
whether  the  sailors  were  friendly 
to  the  measure,  lie  had  no  doubt 
that  their  employers  were,  because 
they  were  enabled  to  lower  the 
rate  of  wages  by  increasing  the 
number  of  apprentices.  He  thought 
that  the  navy  would  not  receive 
that  benefit  from  it  which  seemed 
to  be  anticipated :  his  reason  for 
thinking  so  was,  that  our  sailors 
would  seek  employment  in  the 
merchant  service  of  other  countries 
if  the  rate  of  wages  was  unduly 
lowered  in  their  own.  Should  that 
be  the  case,  where  would  hon. 
gentlemen  find  that  nursery  for 
the  navy  of  which  they  now  came 
forward  to  talk  so  largely  f — ^Tbe 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed. 

Mr,  Courtenay  then  brought  up 
the  report  of  the  committee,  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  leave  was  then 
given  to  bring  in  the  bilU 

Mr,  H.  Tvfiss  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating 
the  appointment  of  assessors  at 
elections. — Leave  was  granted  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  brought  in 
a  bill  for  rebuildmg  London  bridge. 
— Read  a  first  time. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  Lords f  March  14. — 
A  person  from  the  E^st  India- 
house  presented  an  account  of  sala- 
ries, 
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ries,  pensions,  &c.  granted  by  the 
East  India  Company. 

Mr,  BrogdcHt  accompanied  by 
several  other  gentlemen  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up 
the  assessed  taxes'  reduction  and 
the  Irish  arms  bills,  the  Severn 
bridge,  and  several  other  private 
bills,  which  were  read  the  first 
time. 

The  Irish  assessed  taxes'  repeal 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  marriage  and  insolvent  debtors' 
^  acts. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  said  that 
the  mischiefs  occasioned  by  the 
insolvent  debtors'  act  in  the  part 
of  the  country  with  which  he 
was  more  particularly  acquainted, 
were  incalculable.  —  Petition  or- 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. —  Ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Commons^  March  14. — 
A  person  from  the  East  India 
house  presented  resolutions  of  the 
court  of  directors  for  granting  pen- 
sions.— Laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  presented  for  a 
bill  for  the  recovery  of  small 
debts,  against  the  insolvent  debtors' 
act,  the  duty  on  coals,  the  duty 
on  apprentice  indentures,  and  thQ 
turnpike  act. 

Mr,  H.  Twiss  brought  in  a  bill 
ioT  regulating  the  appointment  of 
assessors  at  elections. — Read  the 
£rst  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
the  second  time  on  Monday,  and 
to  be  printed. 

Sir  J,  Macintosh  said  he  rose  to 
give  notice,  that  he  would,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  holidays, 
bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
house  the  state  of  the  criminal  law. 
Mr.  Warre  moved  for  a  return 
of  all  places  in  England  having  a 
separate  and  local  jurisdiction  for 


the  trial  of  criminal  ofiences,  the 
periods  when  the  sessions  were 
held,  and  the  number  of  prisoners 
tried  from  January  1821  to  Janu- 
ary 1822.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Bastard  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  publicans  of  Little 
Holme,  praying  for  the  removal  of 
the  restriction  on  spirit  licences. — 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  Evans  gave  notice,  at  the 
request  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Bramber  (Mr,  Wilberforce), 
that  that  honourable  member  would 
on  Monday  next  present  a  petition 
from  a  body  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  calling  for  a  gradual  abo- 
lition of  the  slave-trade  throughout 
the  British  colonies. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  the  se- 
cond, reading  of  the  Irish  grand 
jury  presentment  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time.  On  the  question  '*  that  it 
be  committed  on  Monday," 

Mr.  C,  Hutchinson  urged  the 
right  honourable  baronet  to  post* 
pone  the  measure  till  it  could  be 
more  thoroughly  considered. 

Sir  J,  Newport  said  it  would 
be  better  to  let  the  bill  go  through 
the  committee,  after  which  it 
might  be  postponed  for  re-consi- 
deration. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr, 
Daxoson,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Monday. 

Mr,  Peel  moved  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  King's  property  bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr, 
Bennet,  Mr,  Peel,  Mr,  IVarre, 
Mr,  Scarlett,  and  the  Attorney^ 
General,  the  bill  went  through  the 
committee. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Scarlett,  the  house  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday. 

Ou 
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Od  the  motion  of  Mr.  Plnnket^ 
a  select  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  local  taxation 
of  Dublin. 

Sir  R.  Wilson  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  St.  John's,  Southwark, 
against  the  fees  in  the  court  of 
requests. — Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Lord  Palmerston  moved  the  or- 
der of  the  day  for  a  committee  on 
the  mutiny  biU. 

Colonel  Davies  spoke  at  length 
upon  the  hardship  of  discharging 
officers  at  the  will  of  the  crown, 
and  without  a  court-martial,  and 
moved  as  an  amendment — ''  That 
it  be  an  instruction  to  the  com-> 
mittee  on  the  mutiny  bill,  to  insert 
a  clause  to  prevent  the  dismission 
of  officers  from  the  army  without 
trial  by  courts-martial,  and  to 
prevent  the  punishment  of  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
and  soldier,  who  shall  have  been 
previously  tried  and  sentenced  by 
a  court-martial,  from  being  carried 
beyond  the  extent  and  import  of 
such  sentence." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by 
Lord  Palmerston,  Mr.  E.W.  Wynne, 
Lord  Hot  ham,  and  Sir  F.  Blake; 
and  supported  by  Mr,  C.  H.  Hut^ 
ckinson  and  Mr.  Hume. 

The  question  was  now  put,  and 
the  amendment  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  original  question,  "  that 
the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair," 
was  then  put  and  carried. 

The  house  having  gone  into 
the  committee, 

Mr.  Brogden  (the  chairman)  put 
the  question,  that  the  bill  be  read 
a  first  time. 

The  bill  afterwards  passed 
through  the  committee  ;  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday. 


The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  supply. 

Sir  J,  Osbtnue  moved  the  se- 
veral items  and  extras  for  the 
navy.  There  was  a  diminution, 
he  stated,  from  last  year,  of 
216,864/.  I6s.  Sd.:  —  the  sum 
for  the  present  year  would  be 
5,442,540/.  (is.  Sd.  The  several 
items  were  afterwards  detailed,  and 
severally  carried.  The  bouse  re- 
sumed. —  Report  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  on  Monday. 

Tbe  third  reading  of  the  national 
debt  reduction  bill  was,  on  the 
motion  of  Ltjrd  Hamilton,  postponed 
till  Monday. 

The  house  then  resolved  into  a 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  a  resolution  for  applying 
the  surplus  of  grants  from  the  con- 
solidated fund  of  Ireland,  and  of 
that  to  the  poor  clergy  of  Scotland, 
accruing  since  1817,  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  last  vote  in  the  com- 
mittee of  supply. — The  resolution 
was  carried. 

469,047/*>  the  surplus  of  grants 
in  the  intermediate  years  between 
1817  and  1822. —  Resolution  car- 
ried. 

4,800,000/.  to  be  paid  into  the 
exchequer  from  the  commissioners 
of  half-pay  and  pensions.  —  The 
resolution  was  carried. 

The  next  resolution  was  for  ap- 
plying any  repayments  of  exche- 
quer bills  advanced  in  aid  of  public 
works,  which  should  be  made  before 
the  5th  of  April,  1824. — Carried. 

A  resolution  for  applying  un- 
claimed dividends  and  lottery 
prizes. — Carried. 

A  resolution  for  applying  tbe 
sum  of  8,700,000/.  growing  pro- 
duce of  the  consolidated  fund 
beyond  the  annual  charges  of  the 
fund. — Carried. 

The 
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The  house  resumed ;  the  report 
to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  Irish  yeomanry  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  marine  mutiny  bill  went 
through  a  committee;  the  report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be 
re- committed  on  Monday. 

Sir  T,  Aclartd  brought  up  the 
report  on  the  lime  exemption  from 
toll  bill.  —  Second  reading  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Huakisson  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  BeifciSt,  praying  ior 
the  repeal  of  the  Union  duties, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Goulbum  brought  up  the 
estimates  for  the  Irish  incorporated 
school  societies. — Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  moved  for  various 
returns  of  indictments  and  pro- 
secutions, acquittals,  convictions, 
and  punishments  in  Ireland,  during 
the  last  seven  years. — Ordered. — 
Adjouj-ned. 

House  of  Lords,  March  17. — 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presented 
a  petition  from  Waterford  against 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act 

Lord  EUenborough  presented  a 
similar  petition  from  John  Smith, 
of  Rttgby,  in  Warwickshire. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  for- 
warded one  stage,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  March  1 7. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors*  act — for  the 
consolidation  of  the  London  sewers 
acts  — against  the  coal  duty — 
against  any  alteration  in  the  sugar 
duty,  from  Ireland. 

The  London  bridge  bill  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  committed. 

Dr.  Phillimore  postponed  his 
motion  for  a  committee  on  the 
marriage  act  amendment  bill. 

Bill  for  the  better  division  of 


counties  read  a  second  time,  and 
committed. 

The  King's  property  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
national  debt  reduction  bill. 

It  WAS  opposed  by  Mr.  Hume 
and  others. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read 
that  day  six  montlis,  which  was 
negatived  by  109  against  59* 

Mr.  Baring  proposed  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  sinking  fund 
be  Umited  to  three  millions  of  real 
surplus,  which  was  negatived  by 
100  against  72. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day 
be  then  read  for  the  house  re- 
solving itself  into  a  committee,  to 
consider  farther  of  the  supply  to 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty.  The 
order  was  read  accordingly. 

On  the/qucstion,  that  the  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Creeiey  said,  that  under- 
standing that  when  the  Speaker  left 
the  chair,  it  was  the  intention  of  an 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  to 
bring  forward  the  ordnance  esti- 
mates, he  should  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a  point  very  inti- 
mately connected  with  them.  Gen- 
tlemen would  have  observed,  that 
in  those  estimates  there  was  an 
item  of  24,412/.  for  the  erection 
and  repair  of  fortifications  and 
other  public  works  in  Barbadoes. 
As  it  had  repeatedly  fallen  to  his 
lot  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  this  subject,  he  should 
confine  himself  on  the  present  oc- 
casion to  a  repetition  of  the  main 
facts  and  arguments  which  he 
had  formerly  advanced.     Having 

gone 
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gone  over  those  several  facts,  he 
moved  as  an  amendment  Ihe  fol- 
lowing resolutions: — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  appears  to 
this  house,  from  the  estimate  laid 
before  it  for  the  service  of  the 
ordnance  for  the  present  year,  there 
is  a  sum  of  24,412/.  for  erecting 
and  repairing  fortifications  in  the 
island  of  Barbadoes. 

'*  That  by  an  act  of  the  colonial 
assembly  of  Barbadoes,  which  was 
passed  in  the  year  1663,  it  was 
enacted,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
*  maintaining  the  reparation  of  the 
forts,  the  building  of  a  sessions 
house,  and  a  prison,  and  all  other 
public  charges  incumbent  on  the 
government  there,  an  impost  or 
custom  upon  all  dead  commodities 
of  the  growth  of  the  island,  and 
to  be  shipped  off  the  same,  should 
be  paid  to  his  majesty,  his  heirs 
and  successors,  for  ever,  after  the 
following  rate  or  manner,  that  is 
to  say,  4i  in  specie  for  every  5 
score.' 

"  That  it  further  appears  from 
the  journals  of  this  house,  that,  in 
the  first  year  of  her  majesty 
Queen  Anne,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  it  from  the  planters  and 
merchants  concerned  in  the  island 
of  Barbadoes,  setting  forth  the 
colonial  act  of  Barbadoes  before 
referred  to,  and  praying  '  that  the 
said  duty  of  4J  per  centum  might 
be  applied  to  the  reparation  and 
building  of  fortifications,  and  de- 
fraying all  charges  incident  to  the 
government  there,  as  the  same  was 
originally  intended,  instead  of  being 
diverted  to  other  purposes,  as  the 
same  then  was  ;*  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  such  petition,  the 
house  did  address  her  majesty 
Queen  Anne,  praying  '  that  the 
duty  might  be  restored  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  created  by 


the  colonial  act  of  Barbadoes,  and 
that  this  house  was  informed  by  a 
message  from  her  majesty  that  she 
would  give  such  directions  ac- 
cordingly.' 

''  That,  notwithstanding  such 
specific  application  of  this  fund  by 
the  colonial  act  of  Barbadoes  to 
the  building  and  repairing  of  for- 
tifications in  that  island,  and  not- 
withstanding the  recognition  of 
that  law  by  this  house,  and  by  her 
majesty  Queen  Anne,  this  fund  is 
now  for  the  most  part  consumed 
by  pensioners  in  this  country,  in- 
cluding even  members  of  this 
house  or  their  families,  whilst  the 
fortifications  and  other  public  works 
of  Barbadoes  are  left  to  be  main- 
tained by  money  raised  from  taxes 
on  the  people  ;  and  that,  under  all 
the  circumstances  above  stated, 
and  adverting  likewise  to  the  pre- 
sent afflicting  condition  of  a  great 
portion  of  these  kingdoms,  this 
house  considers  it  to  be  alike  due 
to  its  own  character  and  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  humbly  to 
request  his  majesty  to  give  direc- 
tions that  the  said  duty  of  4§  per 
centum  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes 
may  be  again  restored  to  the  ori- 
ginal purposes  for  which  it  was 
created." 

Which  was  negatived  by  86 
against  56. 

On  re-entering  the  gallery,  we 
found  the  house  in  committee  of 
supply,  and 

Mr.  R,  Ward  bringing  forward 
the  ordnance  estimates.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  after  briefly  stating 
that,  upon  every  vote  demanded, 
except  one,  there  would  appear  a 
diminution  from  the  grant  of  last 
year,  detailed  the  sums  he  asked 
for,  in  the  following  order : — Ordi- 
nary, 460,374/.;  extraordinaries, 
269,464/. ;   unprovided,  1 0,66  i  /.  ; 

super- 
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auperaaaaated,  military,  d  18, 1 52/.; 
superannuated,  civil,  50,074/. ;  Ire- 
land, 90,3 13/.  The  difterences  be- 
tween the  grants  of  the  present 
year  and  the  last  year  were— ordi- 
nary, 13,102/.  Itfss;  extraordina- 
ries,  23,279/-  less;  unprovided, 
776/.  more ;  superannuated,  mili^ 
tary,  1,599/*  less;  superannuated, 
civil,  1,478/.  less  ;  Ireland,  6,316/. 
less.  The  total  sum  required  this 
year  was  1,199,000/.  The  reduc- 
tion from  last  year's  amount  was 
45,000/.  Then,  deduct  from 
1,199,000/.,  the  sum  required  this 
year,  savings  in  1820  and  1821, 
88,000/.,  and  presumed  amount  of 
sale  of  old  stores,  &c.  91,000/., 
and  the  amount  which  the  house 
would  have  to  vote  stood  reduced 
to  1,070,000/.  being  less  than  the 
last  year's  vote  by  130,000/. 

48,000/.  for  the  expense  of  the 
establishments  of  the  Tower  and 
buildings  in  Pall-mall.  7,000/.  for 
the  royal  laboratories.  8,585/.  for 
salaries  and  increased  salaries  and 
allowances  fur  persons  employed  in 
the  civil  establishments  of  the  ord- 
nance of  the  first  class.  12.271/. 
for  salaries  and  increased  salaries 
of  persons  employed  in  the  civil 
establishment  of  tlys  second  class. 
812,095/.  19«.  for  salaries,  and  in-> 
creased  salaries  for  length  of  ser- 
vice, to  officers  of  the  civil  es- 
tablishment 241,235/.  8<.  9<jL  for 
the  pay  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery.  29f435/.  7s.  for  the 
royal  horse  artillery  and  riding 
home  troop,  and  2,999/.  10«.  for 
the  field-train  department.  6,937/. 
5s.  9d.  for  the  pay  of  the  medical 
establishmeut  of  the  military  de- 
partment of  the  ordnance.  6,059/* 
lOs.  3d.  for  the  royal  military 
academy  at  Woolwich.  1,466/. 
fi>r  treasury  and  exchequer  fees. 
140,464/.     for    extraordinartes. — 


97,839/.  Ss.  Bd.  for  the  ordnance 
in  Ireland.  307,401/.  4s.  6(/.  for 
allowances  to  superannuated,  re- 
tired, and  half*pay  officers,  and 
pensions  to  widows.  10,751/. 
23.  Id.  for  the  same  head  of  ser- 
vice in  Ireland.  48,817/.  10#.  2 J. 
for  retired  allowances  to  civil 
officers;  6,256/.  13s.  3d.  for  the 
same  service  in  Ireland.  100,000/. 
was  proposed  for  barracks.  — 
Agreed  to. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr>  Wallace^ 
the  warehousing  bill  was  read  a 
second  time. —  It  was  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Friday  next. 

The  reports  of  the  committees 
of  ways  and  means  and  supply 
were  received,  and  agreed  to. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  read  and  postponed, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lordsy  March  1 8. — 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  laid  upoa 
the  table,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand, an  additional  article  to  the 
treaty  between  this  country  and  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  relative 
to  the  slave-trade;  also  papers 
relative  to  the  supply  of  sta- 
tionery in  Ireland.  —  Ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  King's  property  and  nation- 
al debt  reduction  bills,  were  read 
the  first  time. 

The  yeomanry  corps  and  lime 
exemption  from  toll  bills  were  read 
the  second  time.  The  Irish  arms 
bill  went  through  a  committee, 
and  was  reported  without  any 
amendments. — Adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 

House  of  Commons^  March  1 8. — 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  R.  fViUon^ 
accounts  were  ordered  of  all  sums 
paid  in  shape  of  fees,  &c.  at  the 

court 
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court  of  reqaests,  Soutbwark,  from 
the  1st  of  August  1809,  to  th6 
same  month  1810. 

Mr»  Canning  presented  papers 
to  the  bouse,  which,  he  said,  re- 
lated to  the  slave-trade.  This 
country  had  a  subsisting  treaty  with 
his  majesty  the  King  of  the  Ne* 
therlands  for  the  abolition  of  that 
traffic;  and  two  additional  articles 
bad  lately  been  added  to  the 
treaty,  as  would  be  seen  from 
the  papers  which  he  presented  by 
command  of  his  Majesty.  The 
first  additional  article  to  the  late 
treaty  was  to  render  the  circum- 
stance of  one  slave  being  found  on 
board  adequate  proof  of  the  fact 
of  a  slave  voyage,  and  to  facilitate 
the  reception  of  oral  testimony  for 
the  condemnation  of  the  parties; 
and  the  second  article  was  to  make 
the  proof  of  the  fitting  up  of  a 
slave-ship  evidence  of  her  having 
been  engaged  in  that  traffic.  The 
King  of  the  Netherlands  had  ac^ 
ceded  to  both  articles,  and  a  formal 
exchange  of  them  had  taken  place. 
The  government  of  Spain  had  also 
adop^  them.  He  was  extremely 
sorry,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
to  add,  that  to  neither  of  tbe  arti- 
cles had  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment given  their  concurrence.  At 
present  he  should  content  himself 
with  moving  that  these  papers  be 
printed. — Ordered  accordingly. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
called  tbe  attention  of  the  house 
to  his  Majesty's  present  of  his  ma- 
jesty's late  father's  library  to  the 
nation,  and  after  remarking  upon 
the  splendour  and  munificence  of 
the  gift,  moved  that  the  papers 
relating  thereto  (the  letters  and 
the  treasury  minute)  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  to  report  to  the 
house. 


The  mottoD  was  seconded  by  Sir 
C.Long. 

The  committee  was  then  ap* 
pointed. 

Mr,  Maberfy  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolutions.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man then  read  the  following  resolu- 
tions, and  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  first  be  adopted  : — 

^'1.  That  all  duties  on  windows, 
imposed  by  48  Geo.  III.  and  subse- 
quent acts,  shall  cease  and  deter« 
mine. 

'*  2.  That  all  duties  on  inhabited 
houses,  imposed  by  48  Geo.  III. 
and  subsequent  acts,  shall  cease 
and  determine. 

''  8.  That  all  duties  on  male 
servants,  imposed  by  48  Geo.  III. 
and  subsequent  acts,  shall  cease 
and  determine. 

*'  4.  That  all  duties  on  licences 
to  coachmakers,  and  on  four  and 
two-wheeled  carriages,  (except  on 
taxed  carts,)  imposed  by  48  Geo. 
III.  and  subsequent  acts,  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

''  5.  That  ali  duties  on  taxed 
cartSi,  imposed  by  48  Geo.  III.  and 
subsequent  acts,  shall  cease  and 
determine. 

*'  6.  That  all  duties  on  horses,  po- 
tties, and  mules,  imposed  by  48 
Geo.  III.  and  subsequent  acts, 
shall  cease  and  determine. 

*'  7.  That  all  agreements  to 
compound  for  duties  with  the 
commissioners  of  assessed  taxes, 
under  the  59  Geo  III.  and  subse- 
quent acts,  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine." 

He  was  seconded  by  Sir  W.  de 
Creipignjfy  and  supported  by  some 
'  other  gentlemen:  the  first  resolution 
was,  however,  negatived  by  94 
against  48 ;  and  the  rest  without  a 
di\ision. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enlarge  and  ex^ 
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tend  the  powers  of  the  judges  of  the 
several  courts  of  great  sessions  in 
Wules,  and  to  amend  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  same. 

Lord  A»  Hamilton  gave  notice, 
that  to-morrow  se'nnigbt  he  should 
move  the  abolition  of  the  courts 
of  inferior  commissaries  in  Scot* 
land. 

Mr,  Peter  Moore  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  several  acts  called  the  insolvent 
debtors'  acts. 

After  some  conversation,  in 
which  Lord  AUhorp^  the  Solicitor- 
General^  and  others,  opposed  the 
motion,  it  was  withdrawn  by  cod- 
sent. 

Dr.  PhWimore  asked  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  an  exist-* 
ing  statute  which  subjected  a  cler- 
gyman to  five  pounds  penalty  if  he 
omitted  to  read  the  act  of  par- 
liament against  profane  swearing 
four  times  a  year  in  his  parish 
church.  Leave  was  then  given  to 
bring  in  the  bill. 

Mr,  Hume  rose  to  move  for  pa- 
pers connected  with  the  incoqpe  and 
expenditure  of  Ireland. 

Ist.  For  an  account  of  the  gross 
and  net  revenue  of  Ireland  for  the 
year  ending  the  5th  of  January, 
1823,  and  of  her  total  expense  for 
the  same  year. 

2d.  For  a  return  of  the  exports 
and  imports  of  the  port  of  Dublin 
for  ten  years  preceding  the  year 
1 801 ,  distinguishing  the  amount  of 
each  year ;  and  for  the  same  ac- 
count for  the  ten  years  preceding 
Che  year  18£d. 

3d.  For  a  return  of  the  tonnage 
of  all  vessels  cleared  outwards  and* 
entered  inwards  at  all  ports  in  Ire- 
land, distinguishing  the  amount  as 
to  Dublin,  for  the  ten  years  prior  to 
1801,  and  for  the  ten  years  also 
prior  to  1823. 

4th.  For  the  account  of  all  fees 


raceived  in  the  council-office,  and 
in  the  chief  secretary's  office,  for 
the  last  two  years. 

5th.  For  an  account  of  all  fees 
paid  during  the  last  five  years,  by 
the  government  of  Ireland,  to  the 
attorney-general,  the  solicitor-g^ 
neral,  and  the  rest  of  the  crown 
counsel  of  that  cotmtry. — Ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  mutiny  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of 
supply  on  the  ordnance  estimates 
was  then  brought  up. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  protesting  against  the  scale  on 
which  the  ordnance  estimates  had 
been  framed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  Irish  grand  jury 
presentment  bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  John 
Neroportf  the  house  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  the  9th  of  April. 

The  house  also  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  marriage  act  re- 
peal bill. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

The  Irish  tithe  commutation  bill 
was  brought  up,  as  amended,  read 
a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  on  the  2 Ist  of  April 
next. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  that  he 
should  to-morrow  move  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  number  of  persons  who 
had  been  prosecuted  for  blasphe- 
mous libels. 

The  Welsh  judges'  jurisdiction 
bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  on 
the  18th  of  April  next. 

Mr.  Brogden  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Oxford  against  the  in- 
solvent debtors*  bill. 

Mr.  GouWum  presented  copies 
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of  a  ccH-respoodence  betweeu  the 
governm^ot  of  Ireland,  the  judges^ 
and  the  coromiseioners  of  inquiry. 
— Laid  on  the  table.  Also  copies 
of  the  bills  of  indictment  preferred 
against  the  Dublin  rioters. — Or- 
dered to  be  printed.  He  also  pre- 
sented copies  of  orders  in  council 
relative  to  apprentices  on  board 
British  merchant  vessels.  *-  Ad- 
journed. 

Hoitge  of  Lords f  March  IQ. — 
The  royal  assent  was  given  by 
commission  to  the  assessed  taxes' 
repeal  (Ireland),  assessed  taxes'  re- 
dofCtion,  ti'ansfer  of  aids,  Scotch 
creditors,  and  Chancellorof  the  Ex- 
chequer's (Ireland)  bills. 

Several  petitions  were  presented 
against  the  insolvent  debtors'  act. 

Marquis  Camden  presented  a  pe- 
tion  from  Rolvenden  in  Kent,  com- 
plaining of  distress. — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanadown 
thought  that  after  the  failure  of 
negotiation  with  France  and  Spain 
to  avert  the  war,  the  whole  of  the 
papers  relating  thereto  should  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  entirely 
agreed  with  the  noble  marquis,  and 
said  it  was  the  intention  of  his 
Majesty's  government  so  to  do. 

"The  bills  on  the  table  were  for- 
warded one  stage. — Adjourned, 

House  ofCommonSy  March  19.—^ 
The  Shadwell  church  bill  was 
read  a  second  time*  petitions  were 
presented  against  hawkers  and  ped- 
lars— the  cottage  tax  at  Dumbar- 
ton—the repeal  of  the  Union  duties, 
from  the  potteiies  of  Armagh — the 
local  taxation  of  Dublin-^the  equa- 
lization of  the  duties  of  East  and 
West  India  sugar,  from  the  West 
Indies— tax  upon  coals. — insolvent 
debtors'  act. 

.  Mr*^  WUberforce  presented  a  pe- 
1823. 


tition  from  the  society  of  Friends 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Canning  asked  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  hon.  mem* 
her  to  found  any  motion  upon  the 
petition. 

Mr,  lVilberforce,sM  that  it  was 
not,  but  that  such  was  the  in- 
tention of  an  honourable  friend 
of  his. 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  then  gave  notice 
that  on  the  £2d  of  April  he  would 
submit  a  motion,  that  the  house 
should  take  into  consideration  the 
st^te  of  slavery  in  the  British  co- 
lonies. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  moved,  <*  I'hat  the 
9  th  and  11  th  reports  of  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  examine 
into  the  courts  of  justice  in  Ire- 
laud,  the  letters  of  the  lord  chief 
baron,  and  some  other  papers  on 
the  subject  of  those  reports*  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  who 
were  to  report  their  opinions  and 
observations  thereon  to  the  house." 
The  miption  was  agreed  to  n<m. 
con.f  and  the  committee  appointed. 

Mr.  Hume,  adverting  to  the 
number  of  prosecutions  which  had 
been  instituted  by  a  society  chilling 
itself  the  Constitutional  Association, 
and  the  Society  for  the  suppression 
of  Vice,  who  had,  he  observed, 
usurped  the  province  of  the  king's 
attorney- general^  wished  for  a  re- 
turn of  thct  number  of  such  pro- 
secutions He  would  not  go  into 
any  details  at  present,  as  his  mov- 
tion  was  only  preliminary  to  a  fu- 
ture discussion.  He  then  moved 
for  *'  a  return  of  the  number  of  in- 
dividuals prosecuted  by  indictment, 
information,  or  other  process  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Wales, 
from  the  31st  of  December,  18IS, 
to   the  3 1st  of  December,  1822, 

I  distiu- 


130 


BRITISH    AND 


distinguishing  the  following  papti- 
culars — wbetber  prosecated  by  the 
king's  attorney  or  solicitor  general, 
or  by  any  odber  person  or  party ; 
whether  the  offence  was  libel,  sedi- 
tion, or  blasphemy ;  the  name  and 
residence  of  the  individual  prose- 
cuted ;  the^  county  in  which  the 
prosecution  took  place  ;  and  whe- 
ther the  party  was  tried  ;  if  tried, 
whether  convicted;  the  date  oif 
the  conviction;  also  the  sentence 
and  its  date  ;  the  time  when  the 
party  was  released  from  confine- 
ment ;  and  if  not  released,  the  rea- 
son why  detained/' 

The  motion  was  then  pot,  and 
agreed  to. 

The  house,  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lushingtony  having  resolved 
itself  into  a  committee  of  supply,  a 
vote  of  602,000/.  was  proposed  for 
the  army  extraordinaries  of  the 
year  1823.  253,000^  for  the 
commissaiiat  departn:ient  of  Great 
Britain.  82,000/.  for  the  commis- 
sariat of  Ireland.  1,100,000/.  for 
payment  of  the  interest  of  exche- 
quer bills.  40,000/.  for  public 
works  and  for  the  repair  of  public 
buildings.  5,000/.  for  defraying 
the  expense  of  prosecutions  for 
coining,  in  the  year  1822. 
25,000/.  for  defraying  law  charges. 
62,000/.  for. defraying  the  expense 
of  convicts  at  home.  18,000/.  v:bb 
voted  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Penitentiary  at  Millbaak.  3,000/> 
in  support  of  the  national  vaccine 
establishment.  40,000/.  to  meet 
certain  bills  drawn  by  his  majesty's 
governors  and  others  Qn  confor- 
mity with  the  orders  in  council  of 
1808  and  1817}  for  defraying  ex- 
penses incidental  to  the  abolition 
<xf  the  slave-trade  for  the  year 
1823.  22,650/.  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  in  the  fee-fund  of  the 
treasury  department,    15,000/.  for 


making  good  the  defieieiicy  io  the 
fee-fund  of  the  home  secretary's  de^ 
partment.  20,538/.  for  ditto  in 
the  foreign  secretary's  depart- 
ment. 13,363/.  for  ditto  in  the 
colonial  secretary's  department. 
16,086/.  for  ditto  in  the  depart- 
ment of  his  majesty's  privy  oooncil 
and  board  of  trade.  lOflCOL  for 
contingent  expenses,  and  the  pay 
ment  of  messengers'  bills  in  the 
treasury  department.  10,996/.  for 
contingent  expenses  and  messen- 
gers' bills  in  the  home  secretary's 
department.  39,026/.  for  ditto  in 
the  foreign  secretary's  departments 
1,872/.  for  ditto  in  the  coloaiai 
secretary's  department.  ^fiSSt. 
for  contingent  expenses  and  mes- 
sengers' bills  in  the  lord  chamber- 
lain's department  (this  last  vote 
was  for  the  present  withdrawn.) 
5,250  for  defraying  the  salaries  of 
officers  in  the  receipt  of  exchequer. 
9)040/.  for  the  salaries  of  the  com- 
missioners and  clerks  of  the  insdl* 
vent  debtors'  court.  1,058/.  5ti 
for  professors  at  the  universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  reading 
lectures.  15,446/.  for  expenses  of 
the  house  of  lords  and  house  of 
commons.  23,937/^  for  salariee 
of  the  officers  of  the  houses  of 
lords  and  commons.  4,800/.  for 
the  lord  chamberlain's  depart- 
ment 50,000/.  for  secret  service 
money.  10,147/.  ISs,  lie/,  for 
printing,  by  order  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  carrying  into  execution 
the  measures  recommended  by  the 
house  of  commons  respecting  the 
records  of  the  kingdom.  17,0001. 
for  printing  acts  of  parliament. 
3,500/.  for  printing  1750  copies  of 
the  78th  volume  of  the  journal  of 
the  house,  of  commons.  3,500/L 
for  printing  votes  of  the  house  of 
commons.  88/.  8«.  for  deficiency 
in  last  year's  vote.  20,000/.  for 
printing 
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printing  bills,  reports,  and  other 
papers.  3,000^.  for  reprinnng 
jonmals.  16,150/.  for  Toulonese 
and  Corsican  emigrants,  Dutch 
naval  officers,  and  St.  Domingo 
sufferers,  and  7,000/.  for  American 
io^Sts.  3,306/.  lOs.  far  confi- 
ning and  maintaining  criminal  lu- 
natics. 6,736/.  Ss.  lOd.  for  allow- 
ances to  French  pmt^tant  i^fogec 
clergy.  10,507/.  16*.  Srf.  for  re- 
ttred  allowances  to  public  senrunts. 
— 'th^e  votes  were  all  agieed  to 
witli  the  above  single  exceptidn. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  foe  brought 
ap  to-morrow. 

The  merchant  Vessels'  appren- 
tice bill  was  read  a  second  tiofire. 

Tile  SoHcitoT'^GeneralhTa&^i  up 
die  report  of  the  marriage  act  re- 
peal bill,  and  the  hill  was  Ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time' to-biorfow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  read/ and  the  house'adS- 
jonmed. 

Htntge  of  Lords,  March  «1. — 
A  petvon  fnotn  the  tref^ary  pre- 
iebttNt  certain'  annual  accounts. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  for- 
wanted  ono*atage. 

TheEerlofDdml^ (Jailed  their 
torikhipg'  attentioti  to  'the  number 
of  appeal  caftee  then  b^ferethebotisa 
(two  'hundred  and  eet|gnty'-*gix) ; 
and  thought  some  mea^^ure  aboold 
be  adopted  to  render  juati6e  with 
less  dehiy  t  in  which  he  was  '5H)p- 
pOrtad  by  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

The  national  debt  reaction  rbill 
went  €l}raagh  e  rommitt^e.-^Ad- 
joumed. 

fl!t»i^  6f€ommoTu,  Mar6h  21. — 
SeVcSfai  pi^titfoes  were  prtoented. 

TheBodthwark  ttarket  bill  Was 
read  a  iitsc  time. 

Sir  Rhbert  WUsim  moved  for  a 
return  containing  an  account  of  the 
total  land-tax  diarged  on  the  bo- 


Toogh  of  Southwark  from  181 9  to 
18^2,  distinguishing  the  amount, 
names  of  parishes,  and  commis- 
sioners for  each  year ;  also  an  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  persons  im- 
prisoned under  decisions  of  the 
court  of  requests  of  the  said  bo- 
rough, particularly  within  the  hun* 
dred  of  Brixton. — Ordered. 

Mr.  Hobhimse  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  on  the  15th  of  May  next, 
as  the  earliest  possible  day  after 
the  holidays,  submit  a  motion  for 
the  repeal  of  the  window-tax. 

Mr.  Wallace  moved  that  tliii 
warehousing  bill  go  into  a  commit** 
tee,  which  after  some  disco^sion 
was  carried  by  82  against  8. — 
Home  resumed.  Report  ordered 
on  Monday.  ' 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chaneeihr 
oftheExchequer,  tbe  hoose  r^sdved 
itself  into  a  committee  i^pon  (he 
beer  duties  acts. — ^House  resumed. 
Report  ordered  to-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad-* 
jom*ned. 

Home  of  "Lords,  March  24:— 
The  royal,  assent  was  givdn  by 
commission  to  the  annual  mutiny, 
the  marine  mutiny,  the  yeomanvy 
(Ireland),  and  the  arhis  (Ireland) 
tnlls;  also  to  the  Plymbuth  ^aa- 
light,  the  Portman-square  improve^ 
itient,  and  several  otherprivatelAlls. 
The  oommissionera  were  the  Lord 
Chancellor f  the  Earl  of  Shafttibury^ 
and  Lord  Melville. 

Petitions  were  presented  a^nst 
the  turnpike  act-*-the  coal  dotiies— ^ 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act,  and  frdm 
the  West  Indies  complaibivg'  of 
colonial  <d)gtHess* 

The  E(trl  of  Aberdeen  moved  for 
an  amended  reCom  of  th^  number 
of  appeals. — Ordered^ 

The  Earl  of  Lherj.ovl  said^  there 

was  another  account  which  it  would 
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be  desirable  to  have,  and  that  was 
the  number  of  days  which  the  house 
had  sat  on  English,  Scotch,  and 
Irish  appeals,  respectively  :  which 
he  would  move  for  on  some  future 
day. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved 
•the  third  reading  of  the  national 
debt  reduction  bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  said, 
that  agreeably  to  the  intimation 
which  he  had  given,  and  in  order 
to  make  the  bill  what;  it  professed 
to  be,  a  measure  for  the  relief  of 
posterity,  he  should  move,  as 
an  amendment,  that  5,000,000/. 
should  be  left  out,  and  8,000,000/. 
be  inserted  instead. 

The  Earl  of  Damky  differed 
from  his  noble  friend  as  to  the 
amount  of  surplus ;  he  did  believe 
there  was  a  surplus  of  5,000,000/. 
bat  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  his  noble  friend,  in  the 
hope  that  !2,000,000/.  of  it  might 
be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  taxa- 
tion. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  sud, 
there  was  at  present  a  sum  of 
5,000,000/.  disposable,  because 
2,000,000/.  of  stock  had  been 
created. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  Lord 
King,  and  Lord  Bexley,  afterwards 
spoke. 

The  amendment  was  then  put, 
negatived  without  a  division,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Eatl  of  lAverpool  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  King's  property 
bill. 

Lord  EUenborougk  begged  now 
to  ask  the  noble  and  the  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  for  his  opi- 
nion on  the  question,  whether  his 
Majesty  could  dispose  of  the  per- 
sonal chattebof  the  Crown  without 
an  act  of  parliament. 


The  Lard  OkaneeUar  ttplkd  ^ 
some  length  in  the  affirmative. 

After  a  few  words  from  Ifird 
Redesdale  in  support  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  it  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Messengers  from  the  commons 
brought  up  th^  marriage  act 
amendment  bill,  with  amendments, 
to  which  their  lordships  agreed, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  QmnwiSf  March  24.— 
Petitions  were  presented  complain- 
ing of  agricultural  distress — against 
the  duties  on  coals— the  hawkers 
and  pedlars  bill. 

Sir  J.  Neroport  brought  in  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  office  and  elections 
of  county  treasurers  in  Ireland. — 
Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  second  time  to*morrow. 

iSir  T.  Lethbridge  gave  notice, 
that  on  Monday,  the  $d  of  May 
next,  he  would  submit  a  motion 
relative  to  agricultural  distress^ 

It  was  moved  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  supply  on  the 
miscellaneous  estimates  i>e  brought 
up. — ^The  report  was  then  brought 
up,  and  its  several  items  agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  beer  trade 
bill  was  brought  up,  and  the  house 
assented  to  its  resolution. 

The  report  of  the  merchants' 
vessels'  apprentice  bill  was  also 
brought  up. 

The  report  of  the  warehousing 
bill  was  read. — Bill  ordered  to 
be  recommitted. 

The  house  then  formed  itself 
into  a  committee. 

Mr.  WaUace  proposed  a  clause 
to  prevent  French  watches  coming 
into  the  market  with  English 
marks.  And  also  an  amendment, 
that  if  any  bottling  of  wines  took 
place  in  Uie  docks,  it  should   be 
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ID  Eoglish  botdes.  —  Both  tbeee 
clauses  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  resumed^  the  report 
was  received,  aod  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  the  2l8t 
of  Aprih 

The  grants  in  aids  bill  wps  read 
a  second  time*  To  be  committed 
to-morrew. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Wed- 
nesday next  move  an  address  to 
his  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  a 
monument  to  be  erected  to  Earl 
St.  Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan. 

Mr.  W,  fVUHams  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  *'  to  regulate  the 
right  of  voting  at  .borough  elec- 
tions, arising  from  real  property, 
and  to  prevent  occasionality.'* 

Mr.  Cripps  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the 
power  of  magistrates  in ,  cases  of 
apprenticeship. 

Sir  J.  Baughey  stated  it  to  be 
bis  intention  to  move  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion, but  differing  from  it  in  some 
points.^ 

Mr,  M,  A,  Taylor  inquired,  whe^ 
ther  the  bill' of  the  honourable 
gmitleman  (Mr.  Cripps)  related  to 
only  parish  apprentices,  or  included 
those  bound  by  contract  mnd  in- 
denture. 

Mr.  Cripps  said,  it  would  apply 
to  all  apprentices. 

Mr.  Sykes  obtained  leave  to 
brii^  in  a  bill  ta  amend  the  act 
of  7  Geo.  III.  c.  %\y  relative  to 
quorum^  magistrates  in  cities  and 
towns,  corporate. 

Colonel  Barry  rose. to  move  for 
the  .production  of  certain  papers  of 
great  importance,  as  they  respected 
the  discussion. which > was  to  take 
place  in  that  house  on  the  1 5th  of 
next  month*  The  house  would  see, 
when  they  came  lo  that  discussion. 


that,  all  the  documents  tended  to 
throw  a  light  on  this  transaction, 
by  bringing  the  whole  of  the  cir« 
cumstances  fairly  forward.  The 
documents  he  should  n^ove  for  in 
the  first  instance  were, ''  Copies  of 
information  on  which  the  com- 
mitments of  certain  persons  to 
the  gaol  of  Newgate,  Dublin,  for 
a  conspiracy  to  murder  the  lord 
lieutenant,  were  founded."  The, 
honourable  member  then  detailed 
the  circumstances  of  the  not* — 
The  house  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  motion— Ayes,  32 
— Noes,  48, — majority,  16. 

Colonel  Barry  then  moved  for 
the  production  of  a  copy  of  the 
recognizances  into  which  the  pri- 
soners had  entered ;  and  also  of 
the  rule  of  court  calling  upon 
them  to  enter  into  such  recog- 
nizances* 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and 
carried ;  as  was  also  a  motion  for 
the  list  of  the  witnesses  examined 
on  the  late  state  trials  at  Dublin. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  as  the  act  of  the  last 
session  bad  only  given  the  trustees 
of  naval  and  military  pensions  the 
power  of  making  agreements  for 
the  sale  of  them  from  year  to  year, 
and  as  by  some  inexplicable  omis- 
sion it  had  not  given  them  the 
power  of  making  an  agreement  for 
the  sale  of  them  for  a  term  of 
years,  be  now  came  forward  to  ask 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
medy that  omission. — Leave  was 
then  given  to  bring  in  the  bill.  It 
was  accordingly  brought  in,  and 
read  a  first  time. 

•The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

House  of  LordSf  March  t5. — 
The  Duke  of  Northumberland  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Newcastle- 
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upon-Tyne,  agaiOBt  the  iiiBolvent 
debtors'  acL 

The  Earl  of  Kingston  inqved  ftw 
a  return  of  the  number  of  commit- 
tals in  Ireland  under  the  insurrec*. 
tioii  act. 

Hoyse  ofCommonSy  Marckm,'^ 
Petitions  were  presented  against  the 
present  licensing  system-^the  duty 
on  coals — the  alteration  in  the 
duties  of  sugars. 

A  new  writ  was  moved  for  Ly** 
mington,  in  the  place  of  Sir  H.  B. 
Neale. 

Mr.  Crippe  brought  in  a  bill  to 
increase  the  power  of  magistrates  in 
apprenticeship  cases. 

Mr.  Pascoe  Grenfell  gave  notice, 
diat  on  Wednesday  the  16th  of 
April,  he  would  move  for  certain  re- 
tnms,  containing  an  account  of  the 
balances  of  public  monies  •  in  the 
Bank  of  Ireland,  and  also  of  the 
mtmber  and  amount  of  Bank  notes 
in  circulation  at  this  period. 

Mr,  Dawson  moved  that  an  hum- 
ble address  be  presented  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, praying  that  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  house  copies  of  two  reports  of 
ifae  Ro3'al  Society  of  London  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  department  respecting  tihe 
properties  of  gas,  and  the  gas-light 
establishment. — Agreed  to. 

Mr,  Hume  presented  a  petition 
Irem  Cape  Breton,  complaining  of 
the  great  injury  to  their  interests 
in  being  united  with  Nova  Scotia, 
end  governed  by  the  same  laws.— 
Aifcer  a  debate  of  some  length,  in 
which  Mr,  Wilmoiy  Mr,  Berml^  and 
Mr.  Bright  took  part,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Lord  John  Russdl  put  a  question 
to  the  Secretary  of 'State  for  Foreign 
Ai&irs  as  to  the  situation  in  which 
England  stood  with  regard  to  foreign 


^wera,-*-whether  she  was  booiid 
either  directly  or  indirectly  to  gua- 
rantee the  crowBof  Fraace  to  Loob 
X  VIIL  or  any  of  bis  sucGeaaon  in 
the  Bourbon  family. 

Mr.  Canning  replied  that  Ipj^.  tfae 
existing  treaties,  a  revolution  pro- 
duced in  France  ita  favour  of  thf  late 
Emperor  Napoleon  or  any  of  his  fa- 
mily was  a  caiu»  fmderis,  which 
called  upon  the  Allied  Powers  to 
take  up  arms  to  put  it  down.  In 
case  of  any  other  revolution^  ex- 
cited either  hy  means  .or  in.  favour 
of  any  other  individuals,  there  was 
no  other  stipulation  than  tfaiS'-^that 
the  Allied  Powers  should  assemble 
to  concert  and  consult  what  mea- 
sures they  ought  to  take*  U  was 
impossible  either  for  him  or  any 
other  member  to  state  what  might 
be  the  result  of  such  deliberationa. 

Mr.  Len$iard  moved  an  addrees 
to  the  Crown  for  ''  a  netum  of  f^ly 
decrease  of  the  expense  in  the  diird 
elass  of  the  civil  list  siaee  the  J^d  of 
May,  ISftftj  stating  whether  soch 
decrease  had  be^n  occasioned  by 
any  diminution  of  the  nuiuber  of 
persons  eoiployed,  by.  the  .altera- 
tion of  the  rank  of  the  patBons  jo 
employed,  or.  oth«rwise :"  ishioh  was 
opposed  by  Mr*  Cq^ng.  aqd  Mr. 
ivshiwM,  and  supported  by  Lard 
J.  Rttssellf  Mr.  Hamtf  and  Sir  ^. 
BuTidett.'^li  w|tt  negative  hy  50 
against  24. 

Mr.  Grey  Bennet  moved  for 
certain  papers  connected  with  the 
proceedings  of  a«military  court  of 
•inquiry  held  in  the  year  l&Id  up^ 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Home.— The 
motien  was  rejected. 

Mr.  lVil$n6t  moved  iiorieaye  to 
bring  in  a  bill  -to  amend. the  kvs 
relating  to  NewfoDndland.«-Tj.^csto 
given. 

Dr.  Lvshin^txm^  moved  **  for 
.leave  to  bring  in  a<bill  to  consoli- 
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dtfte>  aineiid,  and  declare  certain 
general  enactments  relating  to  the 
crime  of  forgery."— Leave  given. 

The  Zorrfitfdipacaieobtainedleave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  re- 
gyiialion  of  the  Sheriflb'  Courts  in 
Scotland. 

Gener^Gaseoyne  moved  *'  for  a 
copy  of  the  warrant  dated  March  6, 
lasOy  directing  officem  on  half-pay, 
and  widows  and  orphans  of  offic^ 
receivuig  allowances  in  Ireland,  to 
be  paid  in  Irish  currency." 

Lord  Paimerston  then  submitted 
a  similar  motion  for  copies  of  war- 
rants; dated  severally  the  25th  of 
Qctobctr,  ISlie,  and  the  16th  of 
May,  1815,  relating  to  half-pay 
pension8.-^rdered. 

The  CkanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
BBQved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  'Consolidate  ''  the  several  boards 
of  costoms  and  the  several  boards 
of /excise  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land." 

Sir  J.  Newport  said  that  the  plan 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  met 
with  his  entire  concurrence.  He 
bailed  it^as  a  most  beneficial  mea- 
suiie,  and  was  sure  that  it  would 
prove  particakrly  advantageous  to 
the. commercial  interest. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring 
in  the  bill. 

Dr.  lAuimgiott  moved  for  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
fodlitating  the  examination  of  wit- 
oeasea  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr,  F.  jBiur^oa  moved  for  copies 
of  all  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place  between  the  Court  of 
Qtmctors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany and  the  Government  of  India 
lalaAve  to  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  the  British  poeseseioos  in  India* 
— -Ordered* 

The  same  hon.  member  moved 
for  Copies  of  the  communications 
winch  had  been  received  by  the 


East  India  Company  since  July  10, 
1821,  respecting  the  burning  of  fe- 
males in  India. 

The  prison  bill  received  some 
verbal  amendments  suggested  by 
Mr»  F.  Buxton^  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  being 
disposed  of,  the  house  adjourned. 

Howe  of  Lords,  March  26.— The 
Royal  assent  was  given  by  commis- 
sion to  the  national  debt  reduction, 
the  King's  property,  and  the  mar- 
riage act  repesi  bills  :  the  commis- 
sioners were  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
the  Duke  of  Montrose,  and  the  Fjorl 
of  Shaftesbury. 

The  Earl  of  Kingston  presented 
a  petition  from  Sligo,  complaining 
of  the  tolls  which  they  were  obliged 
to  pay,  and  also  of  a  breach  of  their 
charter. 

Lord  King  presented  a  petition 
from  Reading  against  the  debtors' 
act. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  pledged 
himself  that  if  a  bankrupt  law  did 
not  originate  in  the  other  house,  he 
would  bring  one  forward  soon  after 
the  recess. 

Lord  Liverpool  laid  on  the  table 
dispatches  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  to  the  right  hon.  Robert 
Peel. 

Some  conversation  took  place 
between  the  Emrl  of  Liverpool,  Earl 
Grey,  the  Earl  ofDarrdey,  and  Lord 
Melville,  upon  the  subject  of  sundry 
papers  -relating  to  the  negotiations 
whkh  had  been  curried  on  upon  the 
subject  of  the  differences  between 
Franee  and  Spain,  which  papers 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool  proposed  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  on  Monday,  14th 
April. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  was  not  de- 
sirous of  prolonging  this  discussion, 
but  there  was  one  word  used  by  the 
noble  Earl  (Liverpool)  of  which  he 
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should  be  glad  to  have  an  explana- 
tion. The  noble  Earl  said  there 
was  not  any  secret  article  which 
contravened  the  engagements  of  the 
public  treaties ;  what  he  would  ask' 
was  this — were  there  any  secret 
articles  which  extended  or  gave 
/•    greater  force  to  those  engagements  \ 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  answering  the 
noble  lord  in  his  own  words — that 
there  was  no  secret  article  to  extend 
or  give  greater  force  to  the  engage- 
ments which  would  be  found  in  the 
papers  in  the  possession  of  the  house. 

The  conversation  then  dropped, 
and  the  house  adjourned  to  the  10th 
of  April  next. 

House  of  Commons^  March  ft6. — 
The  Speaker  was  summoned  to 
attend  in  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
hear  the  Royal  assent  given  by  com- 
mission to  several  private  and  other 
bills. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  Roman  Catholic  claims — the 
insolvent  debtors*  act — the  repre- 
sentation of  Sligo — the  taxation  of 
Dublin — the  injury  sustained  by 
alterations  in  the  currency — the 
Irish  linen  duties. 

Mr,  Datoson  laid  on  the  table  the 
reports  of  the  Royal  Society  relating 
to  gas. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  brought  in  a  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  charitable 
loan  societies  in  Ireland. — Read  a 
first,  and  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  tbel4tb  of  April. 

Mr,  Croker  postponed  his  motion 
relating  to  tlie  British  Museum. 

Mr.  Hume  presented  a  petition 
fVom  Mary  Anne  Carlile,  praying 
for  a  remittance  of  her  fine. — Ailer 
a  very  long  argument,  in  which  the 
Attorney-General,  Sir  T,  D.  Ac- 
land,  Mr.  Peel,  Sir  F.  Burdett,  Mr. 
Will^rforct,  and  Mr.  W^ne  took 


part,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Canning  rose  to  name  the 
precise  day  on  which  he  would  lay 
before  the  house  the  course  of  policy 
which  his  Majesty's  government 
had  been  pursuing  with  respect  to 
foreign  powers.  The  first  open  day 
after  the  recess  would  be,  he  be- 
lieved, the  14th  of  April ;  and  by 
that  day  he  should  probably  have 
received  the  King's  commands  to 
lay  the  necessary  documents  upon 
the  table  of  the  house.  Being  upon 
his  legs,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
continued,  he  would  just  beg  to 
confirm  an  answer  which  he  had 
given  on  the  sudden  to  a  question 
the  last  evening.  Upon  an  accu- 
rate examination  of  all  the  treaties 
by  which  the  English  government 
was  bound,  he  found  that  his  answer 
of  the  preceding  evening,  althougb 
given  on  the  instant,  had  been  per- 
fectly correct;— there  was  no  obli- 
gation existing  between  this  country 
and  France^  or  with  respect  to 
France,  other  than  was  to  be  found 
in  the  treaties  laid  upon  the  table  of 
Parliament  at  the  conclusion  of  Uie 
war — treaties  which,  of  course,  were 
open  to  the  general  inspection  of 
•  honourable  members.  The  obli- 
gations which  did  exist  were  con- 
tained in  two  stipulations — the  one 
rather  of  a  negative  than  of  a  posi- 
tive character,  to  wit,  **  that  the 
Allies  should  resist  the  occupation 
of  the  throne  of  France  by  any  part 
jof  the  Buonapaito  family ;"  and  the 
ether,  that  **  in  case  of  any  revo- 
lutionary movements  taking  place 
in  France,  the  Allies  should  oonsolt 
and  concert  with  each  other*'— 
what  was  to  be  the  result  of  such 
consultation  not  being  in  any  way 
stated. 

Sir  Robert  WHsm  begged  to  know 
whether 
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wliether  the  fint  O^ktiQii  mea- 
tioned  went  distiDClly  to  the  exdu- 
aioD  of  the  whole  Buooaparte  family. . 
He  himself  bad  only  been  able  to 
find  a  stipulation  agaiosi  the  occu* 
patioo  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte. 

Mr*  Cinming  said  that  the  agree- 
ment, as  be  bad  stated  it»  would  be 
found  in  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  the 
year  1815. 

Mr.  Warre  believed  that  he  per- 
fectly understood  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) ;  if  so,  it  referred  peculiarly 
to  the  treaty  of  Paris  of  the  year 
1815.  Would  the  right  hon.  gent 
then  allow  him  to  ask  (in  order  that 
he  might  distinctly  see  the  situation 
of  the  country)  whether  any  thing 
had  taken,  place  at  Aix-la*Cbapelle 
in  the  year  1818  to  alter  the  posi- 
tion or  relations  which  had  been 
established  in  1815?  He  knew, 
generally,  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions in  1818,  the  protocol,  the 
declaration,  and  avowal  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  English  government, 
and  of  the  Allies ;  but  he  wished 
to  ask  if  any  thing  had  taken  place 
at  Aiz'la-Chapelle,  in  the  way  6[ 
agreement  or  stipulation  on  the  part 
of  this  country,  beyond  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  treaties  of  1815  ? 

Mr.  Canning  replied  distinctly, 
that  the  country  stood  upon  the 
treaties  alluded  to^of  the  year  1815. 
He  had  merely  troubled  the  house 
upon  .  the  subject,  because,  having 
on  the  preceding  evening  answered 
from  memory  upon  a  very  compli- 
cated question,  he  thought  it  right 
to  say,  that,  upon  examination,  he 
found  that  he  had  answered  cor- 
rectly. 

Lord  A.  HamiUon  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  inferior  commissary  courts  in 
Scotland. — Leave  given. 

Lord  A.    Hanson    afterwards 


moved  "  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  house,  a  copy  of  any  warrant, 
granted  by  tbe  Cr^wn^in  the  year 
1825S,  authorizing  a^y  person  or 
persons  to  elect  magistrates  in  the 
borough  of  Inverness,  in  the  room 
of  those  recently  displaced  by  pro- 
cess of  Uw." — The  house  divided, 
for  the  motion  31,  against  it  49. 

I'be  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  his  legs.  He  said*  that  by  an 
order  of  the  house  made  about  two 
years  ago,  it  was  declared  that  no 
address  to  the  Crown,  haying  rehr 
tion  to  any  expenditure  of  public 
money,  should  be  considered,  ex- 
cept in  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house.  In  conformity  with  this  ory 
der,  he  should  now  therefore  move, 
that  the  house  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  conr 
sidering  of  an  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, praying  him  to  give  direc- 
tions for  the  erection  of  two  public 
Jiionuments,  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Earl  St.  Vincent  and  Lord 
Duncan. 

The  Speakerh%Mmg\tit  the  chair, 
and  the  bouse  being  in  committee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  *<  that  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  bis  Majesty,  praying 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  for  erecting,  in  the  ^ 
cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  a  mo- 
nument to  the  memory  of  John 
Earl  St  Vincent,  as  a  testimony  of 
his  distinguished  eminence  in  the 
naval  service  of  his  country,  and  as 
a  particular  memorial  of  the  im- 
portant victory  which  he  gained 
over  the  Spanish  fleet  ofi*  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1797." 

The  next  resolution,  worded  in 
a  similar  manner'  to  the  foregoing 
proposed,  *'  that  his  Majesty  should 
give  directions  for  the  erection  of  a 
monument  in  St.  Paufs,  in  comme- 
moration 


\3k 


BRITISH    AND 


moration  of  the  victory  gained  by 
Lord  OuncaD  over  the  Dutch  fleet, 
on  the  11th  of  October,  1797." 

Sir  I.  Cqfin  and  Sir  O.  Cockhum 
expressed  their  perfect  concurrence 
in  the  motion,  and  eulogized  the 
character  and  talents  of  Earl  St. 
Vincent. 

The  resolntions  were  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  house  resumed. 

The  military  and  naval  pensions 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  on- 
dered  to  be  committed  on  the  1 0th 
of  April. 

Air.  'Huskisson  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  consolidate  the 
existing  acts  relative  to  the  regis- 
tration of  shipping.  He  would  not, 
at  that  late  hour,  enter  into  a  state- 
ment of  the  alterations  which  he  in- 
tended to  propose;  that  he  would 
do  at  a  future  stage  of  the  measure.' 
He  would  content  himself  with  stat- 
ing\  that  his  object  was  to  obviate 
the  difficulties  which  were  attend- 
ant on  the  execution  of  the  exist- 
ing acts. 

th.  Lushingion  approved  of  the 
intention  of  Uie  right  honourable 
gentleman. 

Sir  O.  Cockbum  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  the  house,  that 
government  had  on  that  day  re- 
ceived information  of  the  manner  in 
^hich  the  pirates,  who  had  been 
captured  in  Jamaica,  had  been 
disposed  of«  Three  of  them  bad 
been  executed ;  two  others  had  been 
condemned  to  death,  one  jof  whom 
^as  pardoned  on  account  of  the  hu- 
manity he  had  displayed  towards 
English  prisoners^  and  the  other 
was  resisted,  in  order  to  aA>rd  him 
an  opportunity  of  proving  an  alibi, 

Mr,  Hume  asked  whetlber  the 
men  who  had  been  executed  had 
been  punished  for  recent  depmda- 
fions*  1 

Sir  6.  Coclibutn  replied  that  they 


bad  not.    There  had  been  no  recent 
depredations  committed. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. — ^The  house  adjohrned. 

House  of  Ommans,  March  27^ — 
Mr.  Cvrwen  moved  for  a  return 
of  the  number  of  gallons  of  spirit 
distilled  in  Ireland  in  the  years 
1821  and  1822,  and  down  to  the 
present  period  of  1828 ;  and  of 
the  amount  of  duties  paid  upon 
the  same.-*^Ordered. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  coal  daties,  and  from  the  se- 
cretaries of  the  grand  jury  of 
Monaghan,  Ireland,  for  an  increase 
of  salary. 

Sir  J,  Newport  brought  up  the 
report  on  the  Irish  coun^  treasu- 
rers' bill.  The  farther  conside* 
ration  of  the  report  was  fixed  for 
the  14th  of  April,  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr,  Thomas  Courtenay  brought 
in  a  hill  to  amend  the  laws  relative 
to  the  niaintenance  and  support  of 
the  poor.-^Read  a  first  time>  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  tinM 
on  the  28tb  of  April. 

Mr,  T,  Cowrttnof  moved  for  m 
variety  of  returns  coonected  with 
oru  trade  to  the  East  indies  and 
China :  among  others,  for 

**  An  aecoiint  of  the  sfaippiiig» 
number  of  ships,  and  amount  <ef 
tonnage  cleared  outwards  and  in- 
wards, from  Great  Britaia  to  the 
East  Indies  and  China,  and  from 
China  and  the  East  Indies  to 
Great  Biitain,  for  the  three  years 
last  past,  ending  the  Mi  of.  January 
1823.''-— Ordeied. 

*'  An  account  of  the  exports  of 
all  goods  exported  in  such  ship- 
ping to  the  Bast  Indies  and  Chinai 
during  the  last  three  years,  ending 
5th  of  January,  1828,  distinguish- 
ing   the  exports  to  China  ftom 

those 
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tiMM  td  tlM  East  Indieg/'-^Or- 
dered. 

^'  An  account  of  ail  Britbh  ma- 
BaiiEictiired  goods  exp<Mt^d  by  the 
East  Ibdia  company,  during  the 
same  period,  to  the  East  Indies, 
distingaisbing  those  eicported  as 
merchaodiM  for  sale,  from  those 
exported  as  stores." — Ordered. 

'*  An  account  <rf  aU  g^ods,  the 
produce  of  China  or  India,  im- 
ported into  England,  during  the 
three  years  ending  5th  of  January 
1623,  and  afterwards,  exported, 
distinguishing  the  produce  of 
China  from  that  of  India,'*  &c.  &c. 
— Ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr*  Sfkest  a 
bill  to  amend  the  «act  of  George 
Ill.y  respecting  justices  of  the 
quorum,  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
on  the  I4th  of  April. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  moved  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  house  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Trimmer's  letter  to 
the  commissioners  of  woods  and 
forests^  respecting    certain   slate*- 

qnaxriea  in  the  possession  of 

Dawkins,  Esq. — Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr*  Mtuterton  lire  (having 
adopted  the  recommendation  of 
Mr*  Hume  to  insert  the  words, 
*<  and  the  amount  of  bounty  paid 
for  the  same,"  moved  for  the  fol- 
lowing return  :-^'^  An  accoont  of 
the  quantities  of  herrings  and 
other  .  fish  exported  from  .  Great 
Britain  to  the  West  Indies,  iiuring 
the  last  ten  years,  prior  to  the  itt 
of  Jannary  lS2d,  distingnishiag 
each  species  of  fish,  and  the  quan- 
tities^ the  ports  .from,  wbenqe  the'y 
were  exported,  the  places  to  which 
they  were  so  exported,  and  the 
amount  of  bounty  paid  for  the 
same;  also*  a  like  aocoant  of  the 
exports  of  fish  from  Iselaad  to  the 
Wesi  India  islands,  aad  the  amount 


of  bounty  paid  thereon/'.— Ordered. 

Mr.  Bitch  moved  for  retums> 
containing  aa  bceount  of  the  cus- 
toms' duty  paid  npon  ra#  and 
thrown  silk,  from  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary 1822  to  the  5th  of  January 
1B23;  also  for  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  drawback  allowed  on 
the  export,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, of  suoh  goods.'-'-Ordered. 

Sir  Robert  WiUom  presented  a 
petition  from  Soutbwark  against 
West  India  slavery,  which  the 
honourable  member  supported  by 
an  eloquent  speech. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Canning  and  Mr.  W.  Smithy  the 
petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Canning  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn  to  this  day  fortnight. 

Lord  A.  Handlion  rose  to  ob- 
ject to  the  motion :  he  thought, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  country,  and  of  the  Conti- 
nent, the  adjournm^t  too  long, 
and  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
this  house  do  adjourn  till  Monday 
se'nnight 

In  this  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Jaines  Matdonald  and  Afr. 
Warre. 

.The  question  was  then  put,  and 
the  amendment  was  negatived. 

On  the  question  that  the  land- 
tax  commissioners'  bill  be  read  a 
second  time, 

Mr,  Hume  said  a  few  words, 
expressive  of  his  wish  that  the 
treeaary  should  immediately  in** 
struct  thei  commissionere  that  none 
of  their  clerks  should,  -  in  fotbre, 
receive  any  of  the  undue,  illegal, 
and  improper  fees  billierto  taken. 
Both  the  commissioners  and  their 
clerks  wcre.liable  to  prbsecutidn  lb 
every  parish  where  the  exaetieii 
waa  made. 

After  which  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time. 

On 
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On  the  bringing  up  of  the  re- 
port upon  the  monuments  to  Earl 
St  Vincent  and  Lord  Duncan* 
Mr.  Hume  remarked  upon  the 
extortionate  charge  for  admission 
at  Westminster  Abbey. 

The  beer  duties  bill  being  in 
committee, 

Mr.  Bemal  begged  to  ask  whe- 
ther tlie  houses  which  sold  the 
new  beer  were  to  be  liable  to- the 
billeting  of  soldiers,  and  whether 
their  shop*windows  were  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  window-tax.  If 
the  new  beer  shops  were  to  have 
this  double  exemption,  the  keepers 
of  public-houses  would  feel  them- 
selves hardly  dealt  by. 


Mr.  iMtkington  said  that  ihm 
trade  of  the  beer  shops  would  not 
be  such  as  to  claim  exemption  for 
their  shop-windows;  but  soldiers 
certainly  would  not  be  billeted 
upon  them. 

Mr.  Jjtnnard  gave  notice,  that 
he  should  .  move  on  the  %%^  of 
April,  for  a  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  county  court  of  Mid- 
dlesex. 

Mr.  Hume  gave  notice,  on  the 
part  of  Sir  Henry  Parnell,  of  a 
motion  relating  to  steam-boats,  for 
the  22d  of  April. 

The  house  adjourned  to  Thurs- 
day the  10th  of  April. 


CHAPTER  lil. 


The  Catholic  Question. — Tri$h  First  Fruits. — Cnrwn  Prisoners. — Registry 
of  Vessels  Bill.  —  Military  and  Naval  Pension  Bill.-^Irish  Estimaies. 
^^Miiitia  Reduction  BilU  —  Foreign  Affairs. —  Attorney-General  of 
Ireland.—  The  Foreign  Enlistment  Bill.— Catholic  Claims.  —  MisceU 
laneous  Estimates. — Game  Lam. — State  of  the  Navy. -^Parliamentary 
Reform.'^Dublin  Grand  Jury. — Master  and  Jffprentices  BUL-^BUI 
to  repeal  Whipping. — Beer  BUI. — Dismission  of  Mr.  White. — Sundry 
Petitions^  SfH.  SfC. 


JJOUSE  of  Lords,  April  10 

'^Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act — the 
duty  on  coals — and  for  a  commu- 
tation of  tithes  in  Ireland. 

A  person  from  the  office  of  the 
chief  secretary  for  Ireland  pre- 
sented annual  accounts*  —  Ad- 
journed till  to-morrow. 

House  of  Commons,  April  10.—* 
Petitious  were  presented  against 
the  tax  upon  stones  carried  coasts 
wise  in  Scotland — the  coal  tax — the 
insolvent  debtors'  act—  the  repeal 


of  the  Union  acts  relating  to  cotton 
manufacturers,  and  also  to  glass — 
the  local  taxation  of  Dubhn. 

Mr.  Western  moved  for  a  re- 
turn of  the  amount  of  duties  raised 
on  exciseable  articles  in  the  years 
1792  and  1822  respectively,  and 
the  aggregate  of  both  years.-* 
Ordered. 

Lord  Hotham  asked  the  Attor- 
ney-General for  Ii^land  whether 
it  was  his  intention  to  bring  for- 
ward the  motion  relative  to  the 
Catholic  question  at  the  time  for 

which 
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which  hiB  notice  stood — namely* 
tbe  17th  imtant.  The  right  hoc. 
aod  learned  gentleman  must  be 
aware  that  many  members  of  the 
house  had  been  put  to  considerable 
inconvenience  on  a  former  occa- 
sion by  the  postponement  of  a 
similar  motion,  and  on  the  present 
occasion  many  persons  entertained 
doubts  whether  the  question  would 
be  brought  forward  at  the  time  for 
which  it  was  at  present  fixed. 

Sir «/.  Newport  brought  forward 
his  motion  respecting  tbe  revenue 
arising  from  the  first  fruits  of  the 
clergy  of  Ireland.    He  commence^ 
his  observations  by  stating,   that 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation, 
when  the  papal  power  was  abo-> 
liahed,  and  the  King  was  declared 
the  head  of  the  church,  the  first 
fruits  or  tnmaies  of  all  ecclesias- 
tical benefices  were  annexed  to  the* 
revenues  of  the  crown.   He  showed 
that  they  contmued  to  be  so  taken 
till  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  when 
she,  by  a  royal  charter,  granted 
them  to  the  church  of  Ireland,  for 
the    purpose    of    building    glebe 
houses,  and  augpaenting  the  poor 
livings  in  that  country.     He  then 
complained  that  these  first  fruits, 
being  taken  at  the  vaior  benefidorum 
which  was  made  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.,  were  totally  inade- 
quate  for  the  purposes  to  which 
they  were  apphed.      At    present 
they  did  not  produce  more  than 
290/.  a  year;  whereas,  if  properly 
rated,    he    contended    that    they 
would  produce   from  30,000/.  to 
40,000/.  a  year.     A  revenue  of 
that  amount  would  fully   answer 
all  the  purposes  of  Queen  Anne*s 
grant»  and  would  render    it  un« 
necessary  for  ministers  to  come 
down  annually  to  parhament    to 
ask  it  for  large  sums  of  money  to 
build  glebe  ^uaes,  and  augment 


poor  livings.  Whilst  these  funds 
were  in  existence,  ministers  were 
not  defensible  in  asking,  and  par- 
liament was  not  warranted  ia 
granting  large  sums  annually  for 
either  the  erection  of  glebe  houses, 
or  the  augmentation  of  po5r  livings. 
He  knew  that,  in  several  intances, 
many  parishes  had  been  united 
into  one  in  order  to  save  the  ex- 
pense of  erecting  a  glebe  house  in 
each  ;  and  the  result  was  visible  in 
the  decay,  not  of  the  protestant 
establishment,  but  of  the  protestant 
population  in  Ireland.  That  point 
was  fully  established  by  comparing 
the  late  census  of  the  protestant 
and  catholic  population  for  the  dio- 
oess  of  Ossory,  with  a  census 
made  by  the  bishop  of  that  diocese 
in  tbe  year  1731.  He  would  tell 
them  what  tbe  comparative  results 
were  in  one  parish.  In  1731  it 
contained  64  protestants,  and  6lS 
catholics.  In  1818  it  conteined 
5  protestants  and  2,500  catholics. 
The  house  could  not  be  surprised 
at  this  result,  when  he  informed 
them,  that,  owing  to  these  unions 
of  parishes,  some  of  them  were 
upwards  of  thirty  miles  long.  The 
right  honourable  baronet  then  read 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Ire- 
land, who  complained  that  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  him  to  attend 
divine  worship  at  his  parish  church, 
as  he  lived  seventeen  miles  from 
it ;  and  that  a  friend  of  his,  whose 
name  he  mentioned,  was  also  in 
the  same  predicament,  as  he  lived 
exactly  seventeen  miles  on  the 
other  side  of  it.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  then  concluded  by  moving 
the  following  resolutions : — 

"  That  the  first  fruite  or  annates, 
being. the  first  year's  income  of 
every  ecclesiastical  dignity  and 
benefice  in  Ireland, .  became  at  the 
time  of  the  Reformation  a  part  of 
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the  revenae  of  the  crown,  a»  bead 
of  the  charch,  and  was  rendered 
payable  by  inetaljnente,  and  other- 
wise regulated  by  the  Irish  statute 
of  the  28th  Henry  VIIL,  and 
continued  annexed  to  the  royal 
revenues  until  the  year  17IO. 

**  That  her  Majesty  Queen  Anne, 
as  an  aet  of  grace  and  favour  to 
the  established  church  of  Ireland, 
by  letters  patent,  confirmed 'by 
subsequent  acts  of  parliament,  did 
then  veet  in  certain  trustees  and 
commissioners  the  produce  of  this 
branch  of  royal  revenue,  for  the 
purposes  of  building  and  repairing 
ehurches,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
glebes,  where  wanting,  and  of  im- 
propriations wherever  the  benefice 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  liberal 
maintenance  of  the  clergy  having 
cure  of  souls. 

**  That  her  said  Majesty  Queen 
Anne  did  at  the  same  time  abso* 
lutely  exonerate  and  release  the 
eleiigy  of  Ireland  from  the  payment 
of  the  twentieth  parts,  or  twelve 
pence  in  the  pound,  theretofore 
payable  annually  to  the  crown  out 
of  the  income  of  all  ecclesiastical 
benefices. 

"  That  it  appears  from  returns 
kid  before  this  house,  that  the 
^rees  amount  of  the  first  frUit 
revenue  thus  vested  in  trust,  as 
paid  in  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  commissioners,  during  tea 
yearS)  leoding  in  January  1821, 
amounted  only  to  S,752/.,  leaving 
the  Bet  amount  of  produce,  appli-^ 
cable  to  the  valuable  purposes  of 
the  grant,  no  mora  than  2,925/.^ 
avera^g  annually  ^£A,  after  the 
deduction  for  salaries'  and  ]nci« 
dental  expenses  of  the  board,  of 
BSt7L 

**  That  the  grants  of  parliament 
for  buildiDg  new  churches  and 
glebe  houssa,  and  the  purchase  of 


glebes  in  Ireland;  tkifiBg  elevto 
years,  ending  in  1818,  amotfnted 
to  498,000/.,  being  an  annual 
average  of  45,000/. ;  and  that  pro-* 
vision  still  continues  to  hd  made 
by  annual  grants  for  these  salutary 
purposes  from  tjie  public  revenues. 
*  *^  That  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  of  the  dignities  and  beneficee 
of  Ireland,  being  nearly  one-third 
part  of  the  whole,  have  never  been 
rated  or  valued  to  the  payment  of 
the  first  fruits,  as  directed  by  the 
statute  of  Henry  VIII. ;  and  that 
three  hundred  and  thirty-aix  bene- 
Qces  more,  although  rated,  do  not 
contribute  thereto,  in  conseqoencd 
of  the  very  early  period  and  the 
low  rates  on  which  the  valuation 
was  efiected ;  and  that  the  whole 
of  the  archbishoprics,  bishoprics, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  dignities  of 
'Ireland,  are  estimated  as  amount* 
ing  to  only  4,247/.  yearly  vidne. 

*'  That  the  receipt  and  manage^ 
ment  of  this  revenue  has  been  kU 
ways  reserved  to  and  continued  in 
officers  appointed  i>y  the  crowh^ 
and  that  the  duties  thereof  were, 
by  letters  patent,  in  the  year  1812, 
intrusted  to  certain  commissioners, 
with  power,  as  therein  q>eci  fied, 
from  time  to  time,  to  collect,  levy;  ^ 
and  receive,  and  to  examine  aivl 
seardi  for  the  jost  and  true  vdii^ 
of  all  and  stnguliir  the  digmtias 
and  benefices  of  Ireland,  but  that 
no  valuation  appears  to  have  been 
made  under  authority  of  this 
patents 

'*  That  these  resolntions  be  Udd 
before  his  Majesty,  together  with 
our  humble  Tepresentalsion,  thatt  it 
appears  just  ^nd  equita)>U  that  this 
branch  of  ro3ral  revenue,  liberally 
bestowed  on  the  church  of  Ireland 
fdr  wise  and  salutary  purposea^ 
should  be  rendered  efficacious  for 
the  attainment  of  the  objects  of 
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royal  bounty,  without  the  necessity 
of  increasing  annually  the  public 
burdens  by  parliamentary  grants ; 
and  that  we  humbly  pray  his  Ma- 
jesty may  be  pleased  to  authorize 
and  direct  the  patentees  of  the 
crown  to  proceed  forthwith  in  the 
execution  of  such  measures  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary  for  ex- 
amining and  searching  for  the  just 
and  true  value  of  all  and  singular 
the  dignities  and  benefices  of  Ire- 
land, and  •  for  rendering  all  such  as 
ftbail  be  found  to  exceed  the  an- 
nual value  of  150L  rateable  con- 
tributors to  the  first  fruit  fund,  as 
vacancies  in  such  dignities  and  be- 
nefices may  hereafter  take  place." 

The  honourable  baronet  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.Gonibum,  and  the 
raeolutions  negatived  seriatim. 

Sir  J,  Boughey  asked  leave  ti> 
bring  in  a  bill  for  enlarging  the  - 
powers  of  justices  of  the  peace-,  as 
to  the  determination  of  questions 
between  masters  and  servants. 

Dr,  Luskington  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  consolidating 
the  laws  relative  to  the  slave 
trade. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  for  two  re- 
turns connected  with  crown  pri- 
soners : — ^the  first,  a  return  of  the 
nomfoer  of  persons  now  confined 
as  crown  debtors,  distinguishing 
the  amounts  of  their  debts,  -and 
the  terms  during  which  they  had 
been  imprisoned;^ — the  second,  a 
return  of  the  number  of  persons 
confined  in  the  Fleet-prison  for 
contempt  of  court,  specifying  whe- 
ther for  offende  against  the  court ' 
of  Chancery,  ofr  the  court  of  £x- 
cheqoer,  of  against  any  «Dd  what 
civil  or  ecdeiiiastieal  court; — an 
account  to  be  appended  to  this 
last  return  of  all  persons  who  had 
died  in  prison  under  confimement 
for  contempt  of  court,  between  the 


Hth  of  July  182t>  and  the  present 
time. — Ordered  to  be  produced. 

At  the  .suggestion  of  Mr.  Sykes, 
the  second  reading  of  the  registry 
of  vessels'  bill  was  postponed  until 
the  18th  instaut. 

Mr.  Hume  (to  complete  certain 
documents  before  the  house)  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  annual  revenue 
and  expenditure  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  5th  of  January  1792  to 
the  ^th  of  January  1798. — 
Agreed  to. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords y  April  11. — 
Mr.  Brogderif  accompanied  by  se- 
veral other  members  of  the  house 
of  commons,  brought  up  the  grant 
of  aids  and  innkeepers*  allowance 
bills,  which  were  read  the  first 
time. 

A  person  from  the  chamber  of 
London  presented  accounts  of  the 
receipt  and  expenditure  of  the  or^ 
phans*  fund. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  debtors'  act. 

The  Marquis  ofLansdorwn  mov^ 
for  a  return  of  the  application  of 
the  various  sums  of  money  issued 
by  authority  of  parliameRt  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  Ireland ;  and 
also  of  the  application  of  sums 
issued  to  commissioners  for  carry- 
ing on  public  works  in  that  country 
between  the  1st  January  1822,  and 
the  1st  of  April,  182d.  Returns 
ordered.  ^Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  April  IL^^— 
Sir  H  Hardinge  took  the  oaths 
and  his  seat  as  member  for  the 
city  of  Durham. 

A  person  from  the  chamber  of 
London  presented  a  return  of  'thcl 
amount  of  the  duties  composing 
the  orphans' fund. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
equalizing-  the  duties  on  East  and 
West  India  sugars — ^against  grant- 
ing 
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log  conceasioos  to  the  Roman  Ca* 

tholics — the  insolvent  debtors'  act 
— for  augmenting  the  duties  on 
hawkers  and  pedlars  licences — 
against  dnties  on  coals  carried 
coast-wise — against  the  protecting 
duties  on  blankets — for  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  hackney  cocurhes. 

Mr.  Sytces  gave  notice  that  on 
£Oth  of  April  he  should  move  for 
a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  candles. 

Mr,  Wetherdl  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  grand  jury  of  Dub- 
lin :  it  complained  "  that  the  attor- 
ney-general for  Ireland,  in  his  ad- 
dress \o  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
Dublin,  had  imputed  to  the  grand 
jury  that  they  had  been  induced  to 
throw  out  the  bills  which  he  had 
preferred  against  the  rioters^  from 
corrupt  motives." — Ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  that 
the  house  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  military  and  na- 
val pension  bill.  Several  members 
opposed  it,  upon  the  principle  that 
it  made  the  Bank  dealers  in  the 
funds,  and  gave  a  great  advantage 
to  it  at  the  cost  of  the  public.  The 
house  divided  :  for  the  house  going 
into  a  committee  55 — against  iti44. 
— Report  ordered  on  Monday. 

The  house  then  went  into  a 
committee  of  supply  on  the  Irish 
estimates;  when  the  following  items 
were  voted.  17,000^  for  protes- 
tant  schools.  1 4,000/.  for  the  pro- 
motion of  education  in  Ireland. 
%lfi7ZU  for  foundling  hospital  in 
Dublin.  1.9,000/.  for  the  asylum, 
the  house  of  industry,  and  the  hos- 
pitals in  Dublin.  4,500/.  for  the 
lunatic  asylum.  7,400/.  for  the 
Hibernian  society  for  the  education 
of  soldiers'  children.  1 ,600/.  for  the 
Dublin  marine  society.  1,930/. 
for   the    female    orphan    school. 


2,680/,  for  the  Westmoreland  lock 
hospital.  2,800/.  for  the  Dublin 
lying-in  hospital.  1,400/.  for  Ma- 
dam Stephen's  hospital,  Dublin. 
2,69^/.  for  the  fever  hospital. 
300/.  for  the  hospital  of  incurables. 
928/.  for  the  Roman  Catholic  se- 
minary. 2,000/.  to  the  royal 
Cork  institution.  IfiOOL  for 
the  Dublin  society.  9>2d0/.  for 
building  churches  and  purchase  of 
glebes  in  Ireland.  10,000/.  for 
widening  the  streets  of  Dublin, 
2,500/.  for  the  farming  society. 
SOO/.  for  the  royal  Irish  academy. 
500/.  for  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  charitable  donations  and 
bequests.  19,938/*  9«.  2(/.i  in  aid 
of  the  linen  and  hempen  manufac- 
tures. 16,170/.  for  the  board  of 
works.  17,301/.  for  printing  and 
stationery  of  the  chief  and  under 
secretaries. 

The  following  vote  was  post- 
poned at  the  request  of  Mr.  Aice, 
viz  8,385/.  for  the  association 
for  discountenaflcing  vice. 

The  house  then  resumed,  the 
chairman  reported  progress.  The 
committee  was  ordered  to  sit  again 
on  Wednesday. 

Mr,  Lennard  moved  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  following  papers : — 
An  account  of  the  various  contract- 
ing .prices  by  the  victualling-office, 
for  wheat,  flour,  beef,  pork,  butter, 
and  cheese,  from  1790  to  the  pre- 
sent time ;  an  account  of  the  ave- 
rage price  of  all  sorts  of  grain, 
from  the  5  th  of  January,  1821,  to 
the  5th  of  January,  1823,  distin- 
guishing each  year ;  an  account  of 
the  weekly  average  price  of  all 
sorts  of  grain  from  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1823,  to  the  present  time, 
distinguishing  each  week. — Order- 
ed.— Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  April  14. — Pe- 

Utions  were  presented  from  Dudley 

against 
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agatnst tbe iiMotiT^nt  debtors*  act; 
from  the  corporation  of  Beverley, 
in  Yorkshire,  agait»t  ihe  catholic 
dttims ;  and  one  from  D.  Natha- 
Old  Highmorev  complaining  of  bis 
not  being  allowed  to  practise  in 
the  ecclesiastical  courts. 

The  order  of  the  day,  in  purso* 
ance  of  wbich  their  lordships  had 
been  summoned,  being  read, 

Th^  Eari  of  Lfcerpooi  sddreaaed 
their  lordships.  In  obedience  to 
the  commands  of  his  Majesty,  he 
rose  to  lay  certain  papers,  relative 
to  the  negotiations  wbich  had 
taken  place  on  the  subject  of  Spain, 
on  the  table  of  the  house.  He  had 
prop^ly  to  begin  with  the  circam- 
stances  which  occurred  in  the  ne* 
gotiations  of  last  year  at  the  con- 
gress of  Verona ;  but  before  he 
came  to  Ihem,  he  wished  to  draw 
th^r  lordships'  attention  to  some 
antecedent  facts  which  would  show 
in  what  sitnation  this  country 
stood  with  respect  to  the  question 
of  Spain  before  the  sovereigns  as* 
aembled.  Their  lordships  would 
recollect,  that  in  1814  the  King  of 
Spain  was  restored  to  his  country. 
Donng  his  absence  a  constitution 
had  been  drawn  up  and  adopted  in 
1812.  There  were,  he  tnunt  ac- 
knowledge, many  circumstances 
connected  with  that  constitution  to 
which  it  was  impossible  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  state  of  Spain  should  not  be 
called*  It  had  been  estaUished  at 
a  time  when  the  opportunity  for 
such  a  change  could  not  have  been 
foreseen,  a0d  therefore  it  might 
have  been  presumed  that  the  fra- 
mers  of  that  code,  as  well  as  the 
coantry,  were  not  prepared  for  it 
by  that  general  knowledge  which 
snch  a  labour  requited.  It  M^as,  in 
fttet»  constructed  upon  principles 
extremriy  erronedus «- trot  only 
1823. 


erroneous  in  diemselveSt  tmt  be«< 
cause  they    were   by    no    means 
soited   to  the  condition  and    the; 
feelings  of  the  country.     On   the 
King  of  Spain's  restoration,  it  bo^ 
came   a  matter  of   consideration' 
what  the  course    to    be    pursued 
ought  to  be.    His  Ms^ty's  minis- 
ter who  was  then  in  Spain,  Sir  H. 
Wellesley,  advised  Fenlinsivi  VII. 
to  accept  thd  obnstitution  of  the* 
Cortes,    subject  to    modifications. 
After  some  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  that  sovereign,  a  different  course 
vras  adopted.    The  King  was  led 
to  think  that  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Spain  was  decidedly  hos* 
tile  to  the  constitution,  and  in  his 
belief  of  the  existence  of  that  opi- 
nion his  Majesty  appeared  to  be 
correct.     Nay,  he  would  go  far- 
ther.    He  would  say  that  he  would 
not  regret  that  the  King  of  Spain 
had  taken  a  course  different  from 
that   which    our  minister  recom- 
mended, had  his  Majesty  only  ad- 
hered to  the    promises  he   made 
when  he  refused  to  accept  the  con- 
stitution, on  the  ground  that  it  was 
not  conformable  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people.     But  at  the  same  time 
that  he  rejected    the  constitution' 
which  was  offered  to  him,  he  is- 
sued a  declaration,  in  which  he  re- 
cognized the  principles  of  a  limited 
monarchy,  and  promised  to  assem- 
ble Cortes.    Had  this  course  been 
adopted,  he  was  far  from  thinking 
that  either  Spain  or  Earope  would 
have  had  any  reason  to  regret  his 
Catholic  Majesty's  determination. 
But,  notwithstanding    this   strong 
and  voluntary  declaration,  no  Cortes 
weie  assembled.     Not  only'  were 
they  not  assembled,  bnt  a  course  of 
misgovernment  was  pursued,  which 
made  the  events  of  1820,  however 
unexpected,  (and  unexpected  he  be- 
lieved they  were^)  be  viewed  withr 
K  out 
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-^X  regret  by  aay  Od«.     In  ISM 
th»  constitution  was  festored,  and 
the  restoration  of  that  constitution 
certainly  did  create  alarm  among 
our  allies.  He  confessed  he  thought 
that  the  manner  in  which  that  re* 
storation  had  been   brought  about 
was  matter  of  regret;  but  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  of  revolution  in 
which  powers  had  no  ground  for 
interference,  in  which  no  pretext 
for  hostility  was   afforded  to  any 
foragn  state,  it  was  that  of  Spain. 
Tlie  constitution  of  1812,   which 
was  restored,  had  already  subsisted 
two.  years   in   Spain;  and  during 
that  period,  ail  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope made  overtures  of  friendship, 
or  concluded  treaties  of  alliance, 
with  the  government  which  admi- 
nistered that  constitution.     What- 
ever-defects might  appear  in  the 
constitution,  to  whatever  objections 
it  might   be    liable,    none  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  had    therefore 
any  right  to  regard  the  re-establish- 
ment of  that  constitution  as  an  act 
of  hostility.     Those  who  brought 
about  the  revolution  were  entitled 
to  say  that  they  had  only  brought 
matters  back  to  the  state  in  which 
they  were  when  the  powers  of  £u- 
rc^  concluded  treaties  with  Spain, 
and  courted  her  alliance  and  assist- 
ance.   It  accordingly  appeared  to 
bis    Majesty's    government,    that 
there  was  nothing  in  the. events  of 
1820  calculated  to  provoke  hosti- 
lity in  any  state,  and  every  oppor* 
tunity  was  taken  to  make  that  opi* 
nion   known.     It  would  be  recol- 
lected that  he  had  himself,  at  a 
very  early  date,  fully  stated  that 
opinion,  in  consequence  of  a  ques- 
tion having  been  put  to  him  on  a 
paper  published  by  the  court   of 
StPetersburgh.  From  that  period, 
dowo  to  the  meeting  of  the  Congress 
of  Verona,  no  opportunity  for  the 


government  of  thin  country  lo  tx« 
press  its  sentiments  had  arisen,  io 
which  any  interference  with  Spain 
had  not  been    deprecated*  .    Any 
attempt  of  that  kind  had  been  de- 
precated over  and  over  again,  oo 
the  ground   that    all  interference 
with  the  internal  affairs  of  another 
state  was  uojust  and  contrary,  to 
the  policy  of  this  country,  unless 
aapecialcase  for  interference  could 
be  made  out.    It  had  also  been  de« 
precated  on  account  of  the  peculiar 
circumstances     and     situation    of 
Sj^ain.     It  bad  farther  been  shown 
that  in  so'  far  as  the  case  of  Spain 
was  a  special  case,  it  would,  were 
even  the  doctrine  of  interference 
true,  be  a  case  of  exception.   Upon 
every  occasion    in  which  it  was 
necessary  to  advert  to  this  subject, 
these  views  were  stated  to  the  in- 
dividual who  was  at  the  time  am- 
bassador to  this  court  from  France* 
I'he  reasons  for  abstaining  from  in- 
terference on  grounds  of  policy,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  tbe  locali- 
ties   and    difHculties    which     the 
country  presents,  were  urged :  and  it 
was  invariably    maintained    that, 
looking  at  all  the  circumstancies, 
even   those    who .  supported    the 
doctrine  of  interference   must  ac- 
knowledge the  situation  of  Spain  to 
form  a  case  of  exception.     When  it 
was  determined  by  his  Majesty's 
government  that  a  noble  friend  of 
his,  now  no  more,  should  proceed 
to  the  Congress  of  Verona,  miqisters 
were  not  aware  that  tbe  affairs. of 
Spain  were  to  be  made  a  subject  of 
particular   consideration.      It   was 
generally  understood  that  the  state 
of  Spain  would  form  no  prominent 
part  of  the  discussions.    The  pnn^ 
ciples  upon  which  the  instructions 
for  his  noble  friend  were  then  drawn 
up  with  respect  to  tbis  question,  were 
in  contriLdiction  to  all  interference. 

It 
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It  lK>wever  did  afterwards  certainly 
appear,   that   the  affairs  of  Spain 
were  likely  to  fttrm  a  more  promi- 
nent part   in  the  deliberations  at 
Venma  than   had  originally   been 
expected.     It  was  learned  that  the 
subject  was  to  be  brought  forward 
by  France  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining some  recorded  opinion  of  the 
Congn>ss  on  the  state  of  Spain  in 
relation  to  the  government  of  France. 
What  had  followed  m  consequence 
of  this  information,  would   appear 
from  the  papers  on  the  table.     His 
noble  friend  (the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton) had  had  a  conversation  with 
the  French  Minister  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Verona.     A  correspond- 
ence took  place,  and  his  right  hon. 
fdeod  who  had  recently  been    ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  instructed  hie  noble 
friend  to  make  a  strong  represen- 
tation on  the  new  situation  in  which 
the  question  respecting  Spain  ap- 
peared to  be  placed.     The  despatch 
sent  to  his  noble  friend  intimated 
that  if  there  was  any  attempt  to  in- 
terfere by  force  or  by  m^mkft  in  the 
affaira  of  Spain,  be  should  p^i^Aip- 
torily  declare  that  '*  so  convinced 
Are  his  Majeircy's  government  of  the 
aselessnees  and  danger  of  any  such 
interference— so  objectionable  does 
k  appear  to  them  in  principle,  as 
well  as  atterly  Impracticable  in  ex- 
ecution^ that'Db  such  interference, 
come  what  may,  his  Majesty  will 
not  be  a  party."     This  despatch 
was  sent  on  the  127th  of  September, 
by  his  hon.  friend  at  the  head  of 
the  foreign  department.     By  the 
next  despatch  received   from   his 
noble  friend  it  was  learned  that  the 
French  government  intended  to  sub- 
mit certain  questions  to  the  Con- 
gress of  Verona,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  the  determination  of  the 
allied  powers  upon  them.    These 


questions  were  as  follows  : — **^  1.  Fu 
case  France  should  find  herself  un- 
der the  necessity  of  recalling  her 
minister  from  Madrid,  and  of  break-^ 
ing  off  all  diplomatic  relations  with 
Spain,  will  the  high  courts  be  dis- 
posed to  adopt  like  measures  and 
to  recall  their  respective  missions  } 
2.  Should  war  break  out  between 
France  and  Spain,  under  what  form, 
and  by  what  acts,  would  the  high 
powers  afford  to  France  that  mo« 
ral  support  which  would  give  to  her 
measures  the  weight  and  authority 
of  the  alliance,  and  inspire  a  salu- 
tary dread  into  the  revolutionists  of 
all  countries  ?    3.  What,  in  short, 
is  the  intention  of  the  high  powers, 
as  to  the  extent  and  the  form  of  the 
effectual  assistance  which  they  would 
be  disposed  to  give  to  France,  in 
case  active  interference  should,  on 
her  demand,  become  necessary?'^ 
These  questions,  especially  the  first, 
seemed  to  be  rather  prospective. 
They  certainly  did  not  contemplate 
the  invasion  of  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory at  that  time.     It  seemed  to  be 
anticipated  that  Spain  was  to  be- 
come the  aggressor  on  France,  and 
then,  that  in  consequence  of  that 
aggression,  the  diplomatic  relations 
were  to  be  interrupted.     The  an- 
swer given  by  his  noble  friend  was 
conformable  to  the  instmctions  al- 
ready referred  to.     The  ministers 
of  the  three  other  powers  replied  in 
substance,  that,  if  France  should  be 
obliged  to  break  off  her  diplomatic 
relations    with    Spain,    their   go- 
vernments would  respectively  dis- 
contitiue  theirs.    The  noble  Duke, 
in  his  reply,  simply  stated,   that 
since  the  month  of  April  ISM,  his 
Majesty's  government  had  availed 
themselves  of  every  opportunity  of 
recommending  to  his  Majesty's  al- 
lies to  abstain  from  all  interference 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  Spain,  &c. 
K  ft  [Hare 
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[Here  the  noble  earl  stated  the  prin- 
cipal  passages  of  the  inclosure  in 
the  despatch  No.  4,  class  A«  of  the 
papers.]  This  was  the  first  cominuT 
nicatioQ  which  took  place,  in  an- 
swer to  the  three  propositions.  It 
appeared  from  a  review  of  the  trans* 
actions  which  were  at  that  time 
impending,  that  suhsequently  there 
were  two  steps,  on  which  tbe  sove- 
reigns assembled  at  Verona  had 
decided.  The  first  and  the  only 
one  which  at  this  moment  it  was 
necessary  for  him  lo  notice, — -for 
hereafter  he  should  have  to  state 
the  second, — the  first  subsequent 
step  was,  to  prepare  certain  des- 
patches for  transmission  to  the 
government  of  Spain,  through  the 
ministers  of  these  sovereigns,  then 
resident  in  Madrid,  the  substance  of 
which  was  to  intimate  the  strong 
objections  entertained  to  the  course 
of  policy  and  of  government  pur- 
sued by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
and  also  conveying  an  intention  of 
withdrawing  their  ministers  from 
tbe  court  of  Madrid.  His  noble 
friend  (the  Duke  of  Wellington) 
most  strongly  protested  against  this 
proceeding — he  protested  formally, 
solemnly,  and  repeatedly,  against 
any  interference  by  the  other  powers 
in  the  internal  concerns  of  Spain, 
and  particularly  any  interference 
by  force  of  arms,  in  the  way  of 
hostile  aggression  upon  the  Spa- 
nish territory ;  the  intention  of  re- 
sorting in  any  shape  to  force,  was 
protested  against  by  the  British 
government,  and  the  advice  to 
refrain  from  such  measures,  which 
must  inevitably  inflame  and  exaspe- 
rate, was  given  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  although  he  was  bound  to 
admit  it  was  not  followed  by  the 
French  government,  and  it  was 
oltiiaately  determined  to  transmit 


th«  despatches  already^  prepared^of 
the  ministers  of  tbe  allied  sove- 
reigns at  Madrid.  Upon  their  trans^ 
mission,  his  noble  friend  again  en^ 
tered  his  solemn  protest  against  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  was 
then  adopted,  and  alluded  in  these 
words  to  the  despatches  determined 
to  be  sent  to  Madrid : — ' 

*'  These  sentiments  and  opinions 
have  certainly  been  entertained  by 
the  three  cabinets  of  Austria,  Pros* 
sia,  and  Russia,  for  a  coosiderable 
period  of  time;  and  tbe  British 
government  duly  appreciates  the 
forbearance  and  deference  for  the 
opinions  of  other  cabinets,  which 
have  dictated  the  delay  to  make 
these  communications,  to  the  pre-, 
sent  moment  But  having  been 
delayed  till  now,  1  would  request 
those  ministers  to  consider  whether 
this  is  the  moment  at  which  such 
remonstrances  should  be  mnde — 
whether  they  are  calculated  toallayy 
the  irritation  against  France,  and 
to  prevent  a  possible  rupture;  and 
whether  they  might  not  with  ad- 
vantage be  delayed  to  a  later  period. 

"  They  are  certaijaly  calculated 
to  irritate  the  government  of  Spain; 
to  afford  ground  for  a  belief  that 
advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
irritation  existing  between  that  go- 
vernment and  France,  to  call  down 
upon  Spain  the  power  of  the  alli- 
ance; and  thus  to  embarrass  still 
more  tbe  difficult  position  of  the 
French  government* 

"  The  result  of  these  communi- 
cations will  probably  be«  that  the 
diplomatic  relations  between  tbe 
three  allied  courts  and  Spain  will 
be  discontinued,  whatever  may  be 
the  state  o{  the  questions  between. 
France  and  Spain :  this  occurrence 
cannot  assist  the  canse  of  France; 
as  thoas  questions  will  stand  upon 
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Iheir  otvn  groood^  and  the  govern* 
meat  of  France  muBt  decide  them 
upon  their  own  merits. 

"  But  these  commuoications  are 
not  only  oalculated  to  embarrass 
the  French  government^  but  like* 
wise  that  of  the  Kingi  my  master. 
His  Majesty  feels  sincerely  for  the 
King  and  Uie  peo]>le  of  Spain;  he 
is  anxious  to  see  a  termination  of 
the  evils  and  misfortunes  by  which 
that  coantry  is  afflicted,  and  that  it 
should  be  prosperous  and  happy. 
His  Majesty  likewise  earnestly  de- 
sires that  the  usual  relations  of 
amity  and  good  neighbourhood  may 
be  re-established  between  France 
and  Spain ;  and  his  Majesty *8  go- 
vernment would  have  been  anxious 
to  co-operate  with  those  of  his 
allies  in  allaying  the  existing  irri- 
tation,.and  in  preventing  a  possible 
rupture. 

.  '^  But  his  Majesty's  government 
are  of  opinion^  that  to  animadvert 
upon  the  internal  transactions  of  an 
independent  state,  unless  such  trans- 
actions affect  the  essential  interests 
of  his  Majesty's  objects,  is  incon- 
sistent with  those  principles  on 
which  his  Majesty  has  invariably 
acted  on  all  questions  relating  to 
the  internal  concerns  of  other  coun- 
tries;  that  such  animadversions,  if 
made,  must  involve  his  Majesty  in 
serious  responsibility,  if  they  should 
produce  any  effect ;  and  roust  irri- 
tate, if  they  should  not ;  and  if  ad- 
dressed, as  proposed,  to  the  Spanish 
government,  are  likely  to  be  inju- 
rious to  the  best  interests  of  Spain, 
and  to  produce  the  worst  conse- 
quences upon  the  probable  discus- 
sions between  that  country  and 
France. 

'*  The  King's  government  must, 
tfierefore,  decline  to  advise  his  Ma- 
jesty to  iiold  a  common  language 
with  his  allien  upon  tliis  occasion ; 


and  it  is  so  necessary  for  his  Ma^ 
jesty  not  to  be  supposed  to  partici- 
pate in  a  measure  of  this  descrip* 
tion,  and  calculated  to  produce  such 
consequences,  that  bis  government 
must  equally  reftuiq  from  advising 
his  Majesty  to  direct  that  any  com- 
munication should  be  made  to  the 
Spanish  government  on  the  subject 
of  its  relations  with  France. 

*'  His  Majesty,  therefore,  must 
limit  his  exertions  and  good  offices 
to  the  endeavours  of  his  minister 
at  Madrid  to  allay  the  ferment 
which  these  communications  must 
occasion^  and  to  do  all  the  good  in 
his  power.'' 

Such  were  the  terms  of  the 
solemn  protest  of  his  noble  friend. 
The  course  against  which  it  was 
directed  was  pursued,  and  accom-r 
panied  by  a  declaration  of  the  view 
taken  by  France  of  the  conduct  of 
Spain;  and  certain  proceedings  were 
adopted  in  furtherance  of  the  in- 
tended measures,  to  which  Great 
Britain  was  not,  and  could  not  be, 
in  any  respect  a  party.  The  suhr 
stance  of  these  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  France,  in  conjunction  with 
the  allied  powers,  was  an  expression 
of  the  necessity  of  protectiug  France 
against  a  direct  attack  from  Spaiui 
There  were  three  contingencies,  the 
occurrence  of  any  one  of  which  was 
to  call  into  action  the  hostility  of 
the  allied  powers,  who,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  France,  had  looked  at  the 
affairs  of  bpain.  The  first  contin^ 
gency  was,  in  the  eveiit  of  Spain  en-< 
deav curing  to  propagate  the  politi- 
cal opinions  of  her  existing  govern^ 
ment  within  the  territory  of  her 
neighbourFrance,  or  to  embark  in  or 
adopt  any  measures  therein  which 
were  calculated  to  disturb  the 
French  government.  The  second 
contingency  wiis,any  dethronement 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  act  of  vio- 
lence 
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fence  towtirdsliis  person  or  family. 
Tb(9  third  was  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  government  to 
change  or  alter  the  existing  dynasty. 
To  the  first  of  these  existing  con-> 
tingencies  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  objection,  when  it  was  consi- 
dered what  were  the  relations  of 
the  governments  in  alliance,  and 
the  common  object  they  must  have 
in  view:  but  with  reference  to  the 
other  contingencies,  it  was  distinctly 
declared  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri- 
tain that  to  every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  menace  and  armed  threat 
they  were  most  decidedly  hostile — 
they  were  averse  to  any  attack  upon 
Spun  such  as  had  since  occurred  ; 
of  the  merits  of  the  external  ques* 
tion  between  France  and  Spain  this 
country  was  not  then  formally  ap- 
prised, and,  as  the  circumstances 
were  not  specifically  communica- 
ted, all  they  could  do  was  to  protest 
in  general  terms  against  the  adop- 
tion of  a  hostile  policy  in  the  first 
instance.  It  was  most  material  fur 
him  to  state,  that  up  to  the  period 
to  which  he  was  now  referring,  how- 
ever objectionable,  in  their  opi- 
nion, had  been  the  policy  pursued  on 
the  Continent — however  widely  this 
country  might  differ  from  the  course 
pursued  by  the  allied  governments 
respecting  Spain-«till  there  had  not 
been  at  that  time  any  step  taken  on 
the  part  of  France  which  necessarily 
indicated  the  invasion  of  Spain  by 
any  of  the  allied  powers.  The  first 
condition  of  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  allies  was,  as  well,  in- 
deed, 9»  the  two  others,  purely 
contingent,  and  did  not  apply  to 
any  case  or  to  any  circumstance 
which  then  existed,  or  was  occur- 
ring, as  far  as  their  information 
went .  the  first  was  a  purely  defen- 
sive contingency,  and  no  act  on  the 
part  of  Spain  had  altered  her  situ- 


ation with  the  other  sovefdigiks  m 
with  France  during  these  discin«» 
sions.  The  instructions  then  tran^ 
mitted  to  the  other  ministers  at 
Madrid  were  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  unauthorized ;  they  formed  a 
false  step,  which  it  was  unnecessary 
to  take,  fnim  the  previous  decla- 
rations wlTich  had  been  made.  The 
result,  however,  was,  that  the  mi-* 
nisters  of  the  allied  powers  then 
discussing  the  aflairsof  Spain,  quit- 
ted Madrid  after  the  delivery  of 
their  respective  despatches.  Still, 
however,  the  removal  of  an  ambas-^ 
sador  was  not  an  act  of  hostility  to 
the  power  from  which  such  embassy 
was  withdrawn :  he  need  not  inform 
their  lordships  that  the  breaking 
up  of  diplomatic  relations  between 
states,  was  neither  a  cause  of  war, 
nor  a  circumstance  which  could  pro* 
perly  be  considered  an  occasion  of 
war  upon  legitimate  grounds ;  diplt^ 
matic  relations  had  been  for  years 
suspended  between  states,  and  yet 
no  war  had  resulted  from  such  a 
suspension  of  friendly  intercourse. 
Countries  remote  from  each  other 
were  not  under  the  same  necessity 
as  neighbouring  states,  of  maintain- 
ing mutual  resident  embassies-* 
unquestionably  the  maintenance  of 
them  was  at  all  times  useful;  though 
not  the  cause  of  war,  he  was  ready 
to  admit  that  the  absence  of  minis* 
ters  had  often  a  tendency  to  the  in- 
troduction of  a  war — a  war  which 
might  have  been  possibly  averted, 
were  the  regular  intercourse  main- 
tained. He  repeated  that  the  re- 
moval of  a  resident  minister  was 
no  just  cause  of  war,  and  would  giV 
farther  and  state,  that  he  could 
conceive  a  variety  of  cases  in  which 
it  might  be  necessary  for  a  minister 
to  advise  his  sovereign  to  recall  hjs 
ambassador,  where  he  would  not 
follow  up  that  advice  by  recoin- 
mendisg 
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ueDding  any  deciaradon  of  war. 
He  coald  not  again  in  this  part  of 
his  statement,  in  explanation  of  the 
policy  pursued  by  his  Majesty's 
government,  refrain  from  declaring 
that  up  to  the  time  to  which  he  al- 
luded, there  was  not  in  any  of  the 
recorded  acts  of  the  Congress  of  Ve- 
rona any  avowed  intention  on  the 
part  of  Franoe  to  invade  the  Spa- 
nish territory ;  not  only  was  there 
no  such  recorded  intention,  but 
there  was  what  might  be  con- 
stmed  into  a  negative  conclusion 
upon  that  point,  for  the  three  ge- 
neral contingent  grounds  of  direct 
interference  with  Spain,  which 
were  to  lead  to  a  general  re-assem- 
bling of  the  allied  powers  to  con- 
sider of  what  ulterior  proceedings 
should  be  adopted,  had  not  occurred 
when  the  Congress  of  Verona  broke 
up.  .  lie  was  most  ready  to  say, 
that  no  step  had  hitherto  been 
taken — ^nothing  had  occurred  which 
indicated  any  intention  on  the  part 
of  France  to  invade  Spain.  What 
might  be  the  particular  political 
views,  or  respectivjs  influence  of  in- 
dividuals, or  spirit  of  dictation,  to 
which  they  were  prepared  to  re- 
sort, was  a  different  question ;  but 
still  there  was  nothing  calculated 
to  lead  the  British  government 
into  a  belief  that  France  meditated 
a  direct  attack  upon  the  existing 
government  of  Spain.  After  the 
dissolution  of  the  Congress  of  Ve- 
rona, the  pacific  policy  uf  Great 
Britain  was  still  decidedly  mani- 
fested upon  every  occasion :  their 
uniform  desire  was  to  maintain  the 
amicable  relations  of  Europe,  and 
to  oppose  every  proper  obstruction 
to  the  contingent  perils  of  war. 
The  necessary  steps  were  taken 
without  delay,  after  the  congress, 
to  interpose  the  mediation  of  this 
country  between  France  and  ^pain* 


On  the  return  of  his  noble  friertd 
irom  the  Oontiiient^  they  received 
farther  information  of  the  views 
and  intentions  of  the  government 
of  France.  It  was  then  known  that 
it  was  determined  to  forward  the 
despatches  to  the  ministers  of  the 
allied  powers  at  Madrid,  and  the 
government  lost  no  time  in  taking 
such  measures  to  tender  their  in- 
terposition to  reconcile  the  con- 
flicting parties,  as  they  thought 
would  not  only  prove  satisfactory 
to  the  people  of  England,  but  also 
acceptiible  to  the  respective  govern- 
ments of  Europe.  They  were  still 
in  hopes  that  France  had  not 
finally  determined  upon  a  war  po- 
licy, and  that,  through  the  inter- 
position of  Great  Britain,  she  might 
still  be  induced  to  adhere  to  a  pa- 
cific course.  He  was  at  the  same 
time  bound  to  say  that  even  the 
despatch  of  the  ^5ih  of  December, 
to  Madrid,  did  not,  except  in  ^^e- 
neral  terms,  avow  an  intention  of 
effecting  an  alteration  in  the  po- 
licy of  the  government  of  Spain, 
by  an  invasion  of  that  country :  it 
was  so  received  and  understood  by 
those  most  affected,  namely,  the 
authorities  at  Madrid,  as  would  be 
seen  upon  a  perusal  of  the  papers 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  submit  to 
their  lordships ;  for  when  the  des- 
patches from  France  had  arrived 
at  Madrid,  they  were  found  rather 
to  give  relief  than  to  excite  alarm 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment: the  authorities  at  Ma^ 
drid  felt,  on  receiving  the  despatch 
to  which  he  alluded,  that  no  im- 
mediate hostility,  at  least,  was  in- 
tended against  them,  although  the 
allied  sovereigns  had  transmitted 
their  opinions  of  the  state  of  Spain, 
and  withdrawn  their  resident  mi- 
nisters. It  would  be  his  duty  now 
to  state  the  course  of  proceedings 

which 
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ythkh  had  been  adopted  by  Eng- 
land in  thiB  stage  of  the  proceed*^ 
ings  upon  the  Continent,  and  the 
principles  ivhich  had  governed 
their  proceedings.  He  had  no  dif* 
ficultj  in  stating  that  both  then, 
as  indeed  throughout,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  Great  Britain  to  use 
every  effort*  and  exercise  all  her 
influence  to  prevent  a  war  between 
France  and  Spain,  and  to  mediate 
in  every  honourable  and  effective 
manner  to  avert  such  a  calamity  : 
they  were,  he  admitted,  bound  by 
every  motive  to  resort  to  every 
measure  which  they  could  adopt 
consistently  with  honour,  to  main- 
tain free  from  disturbance  the  ami- 
cable relations  of  the  powers  of 
Europe.  He  would  say  that  this 
was  their  natural  and  just  policy, 
not  only  with  respect  to  the  inter- 
nal condition  of  Spain,  but  also  of 
France,  and  of  the  other  govern- 
ments  of  Europe ;  for  if  hostilities 
commenced  with  one  of  the  great 
powers,  and  more  particularly  com- 
menced on  the  principles  which 
were  now  acting  upon,  no  man 
could  say  to  what  extremities  they 
might  be  driven.  It  was  their 
duty,  therefore,  towards  France, 
towards  Spain,  towards  Europe, 
toid  still  more  towards  themselves, 
to  adopt  every  measure  which  was 
consistent  with  the  safety,  the  ho- 
nour, and  the  character  of  the 
country,  to  prevent  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  war  into  Spain.  They 
were,  besides,  at  that  moment, 
placed  under  circumstances  with 
Spain,  which  undoubtedly  gave 
them  a  special  motive  for  amicable 
interposition ;  for  at  that  very  pe- 
riod, and  immediately  aniecedenl 
to  the  first  step  of  aggression  un- 
dertaken by  France,  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Great  Britain  had  been 
eatled   upon  by  Spain  to  use  her 


amicable  interposition  to  avert  a 
war  with  France.  The  tender  of 
mediation,  although  honoorable 
and  right  in  itself,  did  not  therefore 
originate  with  this  country,  but 
arose  out  of  the  express. desire  of 
the  government  of  Spain  herself: 
not  that  Spain  at  the  time  had 
received  any  direct  menace  of  war, 
but  upon  the  mere  assumption,  that 
in  the  ex-ent  of  such  a  war  arising, 
England  might  determine  upon  an 
absolute  neutrality.  He  mention- 
ed this  expression  of  neutrality, 
^foT  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it 
was  assumed  and  contemplated  at 
the  time  by  Spain.  This  inter- 
mediation  had  been  tendened  to 
France,  and  certainly  declined,  on 
the  ground  that  the  existing  dif- 
ferences with  Spain  were  not  of 
that  specific  nature  which  could  ba 
submitted  to  a  mediator;  and  also 
in  the  hope  that  the  interveutioii 
of  Great  Britain  with  Spain  might 
be  usefully  exercised  in  another 
manner.  The  immediate  object 
which  Spain  had  at  that  time  in 
view,  had  reference  to  the  French 
army  of  observation,  and  not  to 
more  direct  hostilities:  the  great 
object  of  Spain  then  was,  to  have 
the  French  army  of  observation 
withdrawn.  However,  while  Fniuoe 
had  a  perfect  right  to  maintain 
that  force,  she  could  not  be  called 
upon  to  withdraw  it,  uniesa  some 
pretext  were  afforded  by  Spain  for 
such  a  change  of  position.  He 
felt  no  difficulty  in  here  avowing, 
that  when  England  tendered  her 
mediation,  nothing  upon  earth 
would  have  induced  her  ti>  ask 
Spain  to  concede  one  tittle  of  her 
constitution,  or  system  of  govern- 
ment, which  the  Spanish  people 
thought  material  for  their  safety 
or  honour;  but  the  British  go* 
vernment    knew,    and   the    wbc^ 
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world  knew— nay^  there  was  fiot 
even  a  reasonable  man  in  Spain  who 
was  not  ready  to  admit,  that  some 
modifications  of  the  Spanish  con- 
stitution wer  indispensably  neces« 
sary  to  allay  that  state  of  civil  war 
and  local  agitation  which  con* 
viilsf  d  that  country.  The  advice 
and  mediation  of  Great  Britain 
having  been  asked  by  Spain,  this 
government  thought  it  right  to  in- 
quire what  means  of  defence  Spain 
possessed  to  resist  an  immediate 
attack,  should  such  be  made 
against  her,  and  though,  looking 
at  her  means  of  ultimate  resist* 
ance,  as  great  as  those  of  any  other 
country  in  Europe,  it  was  clear 
that  from  a  variety  of  causes  her 
immediate  power  of  resistance  was 
inadequate  to  oppose  the  entrance 
into  her  territory  of  an  invading 
army  like  that  which  could  be 
brought  against  them ;  and  al- 
though, as  in  the  last  war,  she 
might  ultimately  repel  the  most 
wide -spreading  aggression  from 
without,  yet  still  she  could  not  ac- 
quire that  advantage  without  under- 
going the  most  painful  vicissitudes, 
and  passing  through  the  bitterest 
scenes  of  misery ;  her  fairest  and 
best  provinces  must  be  overrun  by 
an  invading  army,  and  pillaged; 
for  that  must  be  the  effect,  what- 
ever was  said  in  the  way  of  re- 
cotmmendation  in  proclamations. 
In  this  the^r  were  clearly  consider- 
ing the  interests  of  Spain ;  not  per- 
haps as  their  first  consideration, 
for  their  own  interests  must  always 
predominate.  What  they  bad  re- 
commended to  Spain  was  not  con- 
veyed in  the  shape  of  demand,  but 
of  suggestion  ;  suggestion,  too,  a 
lejection  of  which  was  not  to  b6 
received  or  attended  with  penalty 
or  displeasure,  but  of  a  nature  such 
as  a  friend  could  /eoommend  Upon 


the  clearest  and  moet  palpable 
view  of  the  interest  of  the  party 
to  whom  it  was  recommended.  It 
was  satisfactory  for  them  to  have 
had  the  advantage,  upon  such  an 
occasion,  of  a  noble  .personage, 
whose  authority  was  of  great 
weight  in  this  country,  of  great 
respect  in  Europe,  and  particularly 
of  high  influence  in  Spain.  The 
government  bad  availed  themselves 
of  the  instrumentality  of  his  noble 
friend  near  him  (the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington) in  their  communications 
with  the  authorities  in  Spain.  He 
had  brought  under  the  view  of  the 
Spanish  government  their  ^actual 
situation  and  condition,  and  his 
opinions  upon  both*  He  had  dpoa 
so  antecedent  to  the  invasion  of 
Spain,  or  even  to  any  distinct  me- 
nace or  avowal  of  the  intention  to 
eaiter  that  country ;  ibr  the  papers 
would  show  that  so  late  as  the 
middle  of  January  the  Spanish  go« 
vernment  was  strongly. impressed 
with  a  belief  that  no  immediate 
invasion  of  their  .country  was  con- 
templated by  France.  He  himself 
had  never  believed  that  such  a 
measure  was  contemplated  until 
about  the  time  when  the  King  of 
France  delivered  bis  speech.  The 
pron^ulgation  of  the  King  of 
France's  speech  made  a  ^reat 
alteration  in  the  state  of  things* 
Still  all  hopes  of  accommodation 
were  not  at  an  end,  and  it  would  ap^ 
pear  that  France  had  subsequently 
declared  that  her  desire  for  peaca 
was  as  ardent  as  ever,  and  had 
offered  to  explain  away  the  pss^ 
sage  in  the  King's  speech  which 
was  calculated  to  ^ve  offence  to 
every  representative  or  popular 
form  of  government — he  meant 
the  passage  which  declared  that 
all  authority  necessarily  emanated 
from  the  Cro|vn.  A  disposition  had 
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been  evinced  on  the  part  of  tbe 
French  government  to  qualify  that 
pHragraph,  and  express  its  meaning 
in  a  sense  very  different  from  the 
natural   interpretation  which    the 
words  used  were  calculated  to  con- 
vey.    They  sdll  clung  to  the  hope 
that  means  of  averting  that  which 
they  all  deplored  were  still  within 
their  reach.     He  would  now  come 
to  the  most  material  part  of  the 
sul^cct — namely,  what  had  been 
the   policy  of  this  country,   and 
what  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  this 
country,  together  with  the  reasons 
on  which  that  policy  was  founded. 
He  had  already  stated  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  our  policy  was  neu* 
trality :  and  not  only  had  we  viewed 
it  to  be  our  policy,  but  it  had  been 
distinctly  so   understo«>d    by    the 
Spanish  government,  and  our  in« 
terferqnce  was  accepted  by  them 
under    that  impression  ;    so  that 
there  had  been  no  misconception  on 
that  point.     In  stating  the  reason 
why  that  policy  had  been  adopted, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  country,  and 
its  first  consideration,  to  maintain 
its  honour ;  that  if  the  honour  or 
any  essential  interest  of  this  country 
required  that  we  should  be  engaged 
in  war,  we  had  the  mt^ans  of  .car- 
rying on  such  war.     But  when  he 
said  this,  let  it   not  be  supposed 
that  he  doubted  what  the  true  in- 
terests of  the  country  were.     Now 
recovering    from    the    sufferings 
which  our  unparalleled  exertions 
had  occasioned,  was  this  the  time, 
when  our  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures  were  arrived  at  a  state  of 
prosperity  which  they  had  never 
enjoyed  at  any    former  period-* 
when  our  agriculture  was  reviving 
from  the  difficulties  which  it  had 
experienced — was  thb  a  moment 
when  ^ny  rational  person  would 


question  thivt  peace  wm  desiiabfe 
for  this  country,  and  that  we  should 
not  give  to  other  countries  those 
advantages  which  we  at  present 
enjoyed,  but  part  of  which,  in  the 
event  of  war,  we  must  necessarily 
forego  ?  In  addition  to  these  con- 
siderations, which  ought  to  have 
great  w^ght,  there  was  another 
resulting  from  the  nature  of<>  the 
country  in  whichi  if  we  embarked 
in  war,  the  contest  must  be  carried 
on.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  send  a  supply 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  or  a 
small  subsidy ;  our  device  must  be 

-— —  Toto  c^rtatum  rat  corpora  regoi. 

It  was  not  a  small  army  which 
must  be  sent,  but  the  same  exer- 
tions must  again  be  made  as  when 
that  country  was  lust  the  theatre 
of  war.      A  war  carried  on    in 
Spain  was  four  times  as  expensive 
as  in  any  other  country  of  £urope. 
There  was  a  third  reason  for  the 
policy   pursued  by  his  Majesty's 
government.       In    the  last    war 
Spain  was  not  the  end,   but  the 
means — the  end  was  tbe  safety  of 
Europe :  it  was  true,  that  on  the 
territory  of  Spain  the  moet  con- 
venient ground  was  found,  and   it 
was    there   the  battle  of  Europe 
was  fought  and  her  safety  assured. 
But  what  was  the  state  of  Spain  ? 
She  was  then  a  united  country,  and 
from  one  tnd  of  it  to  the  other 
there  was  not  a  differuiee  of  sen- 
timent; there  might  be  individual 
traitors,  but  they  were  exceptions 
to  the    general    sentiment     Was 
that  the  case  now  ?     Spain  is  now. 
a  divided  country:  not  as   some 
coyntries  were  divided,  when  all 
the  active  spirits  were  on  one  side 
and   the  quiescent   only   on    tbe 
other ;  there  were  here  activity  and 
entbuMasm  on  the  one  side  as  well 
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m  the  other;  thera  was  flow  raging 
a  civil  war  in  Spain — a  war  of  the 
prtasts  and  peasants  against  the 
landlii»lders  and  shopkeepers*  I  le 
would  admit  that  all  the  intelH* 
gence  was  on  one  side,  but  there 
was  the  fanaticism  of  liberty  on 
one  side,  and  the  fanaticism  of  re- 
ligion on  the  other.  Under  the 
circumstances  whieh  be  had  stated, 
were  we  to  engage  not  alone  to 
drive  the  French  out  of  Spain,  but 
to  maintain  one-half  the  country 
against  the  other?  It  was  said 
tliat  the  war  was  by  no  means 
popular  in  France,  either  with  the 
manufacturing  or  commfrcial  in* 
terests;  it  was,  perhaps,  too  much 
to  suppose  that  any  war  would  be 
unpiipular  with  the  army,  but  this 
was  one  in  which  they  must  feel 
that  little  glory  was  to  be  obtained ; 
but  could  any  man  suppose  that 
if  this  country  were  to  take  part 
in  the  war,  it  would  not  become 
popular  in  France?  There  was 
no  doubt  that  it  would,  and  the 
Spanish  interests  would  recede 
from  view,  and  the  British  inte- 
rests, which  would  be  involved, 
would  become  the  most  prominent. 
Bat  it  was  said  the  menace  of 
gmng  to  war  might  have  been 
thrown  out :  but  supposing  it  had, 
and  been  ineAectual,  the  question 
would  still  recur,  of  whether  it 
was  proper  and  expedient  to  go  to 
war,  for  no  man  could  recommend 
that  a  menace  should  be  thrown 
oat  which  we  should  not  be  pie- 
pared  to  fulfil.  Farther,  it  had 
been  said  that  we  might  ultimately 
be  compelled  to  go  to  war — that 
France  might  succeed  in  her  pro- 
jects, conquer  Spain,  and  attack 
Portugal.  Without  examining 
probabilities,  it  might  be  suffici- 
ent to  say,  that  <  the  best  way 
of  securing  all   the   objects   we 


had  in  view  might  be  by  not 
going  to  war.  He  had  no  difficulty 
in  saying,  that  if  a  great  mischief 
might  be  prevented  by  incurring  k 
present  smaller  one,  it  might  be  ex- 
pedient to  embrace  the  smaller,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  greater  danger* 
No  doubt,  events  might  arise  which 
might  involve  this  country  in  war  x 
for  instance,  by  Portugal  becoming 
involved  in  it;  but  we  had  posi- 
tive assurances  that  if  she  re- 
mained neutral,  she  would  not  be 
attacked.  But  would  any  one  em- 
bark in  a  contest  because  events 
might  happen,  which,  according 
to  all  usual  calculation  of  contin- 
gencies, would  not  happen  ?  If  our 
policy  be  neutrality,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  an  actual,  an  honest 
neutrality.  The  house  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
whole  course  of  the  proceedings, 
and  would  then  form  its  own  judg- 
ment, when  he  trusted  it  would  ap- 
pear that  this  country  had  done  its 
duty  to  France  and  to  Spain,  and, 
above  all,  that  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment had  done  its  duty  to  this 
kingdom  and  its  subjects. 

Earl  Grey  objected  to  the  manner 
in  which  their  lordships  were  com- 
pelled to  receive  the  statement  from 
the  £arl  of  Liverpool  only,  without 
time  having  been  allowed  them  for 
examining  the  documents  upon 
which  that  statement  was  founded  ; 
and  thought  the  indecision  shown 
upon  the  part  of  ministers  one  great 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  negotia- 
tion. In  this  he  was  supported  by 
Lord  King. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  April  14.— 
Petitions  were  presented  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  Irish 
bishops — against  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act— Hipon  the  subject  of 
agricultural  distress — against  any 
concessions  being  made  to  tbe  Ro- 
man 
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man    Catholics -^against  titfaes--- 
against  the  leather  t^x. 

The  general  turnpike  act  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed.  The  swearing  act 
amendment  bill  passed  through  a 
committee: 

On  the  motion  of  l^r«  Luskingtimt 
Che  forgery  bill  waaordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day  six  months. 

The  apprenticeships  bill  was 
rend  a  second  time. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
GrenftU, 

The  Chaticelior  oftht  Exchequer 
signified,  that  it  was  his  intemion 
to  propose  the  bringing  up  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  naval 
and  military  pensions  bill  that  even- 
ing, unless,  which  he  did  not  anti- 
cipate, any  protracted  discussion 
should  arise  upon  the  statement 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Afiairs  intended 
to  make* 

The  Scotch  sherifts'  courts  bill 
yras  read  a  second  time. 

The  Union  duties  bill  passed 
through  a  committee,  and  was  or* 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Friday. 

.  Mn  Qmniag  appearing  at  the 
bar,  he  was  called  upon  by  the 
Speaker ;  he  stated  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  papers  which  he  was  com- 
manded by  bis  Majesty  to  present 
to  the  house. 

It  was  ordered  that  they  should 
be  brought  up. 

Mr,  Coming  brought  op  the  pa- 
pers and  mov^  that  their  titles  be 
read :  he  then  went  over  the  same 
ground,  but  at  rather  greater  length, 
which  the  Earl  of  Liverpool  had 
gone  over  in  the  upper  house. 

Afterwards  Mr,  JBroif^^om  said, 
he  rose  on  this  occasion  not  so  much 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  the 
discussion  of  the  many  momentous 
tofucs  which  jthe  right  hon.  geut. 


bad  introduo^  in  the  coune  of  faia 
speech,  as  to  vindicate  himself  and 
the  gentlemen  near  him  in  the  eyes 
of  the  country  for  not  now  proceed- 
ing with  the  discussion,  animated  as 
they  were  by  many  of  the  senti^ 
ments  which  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  geutleman — sentiments 
which  reflected  the  highest  honour 
on  his  character.  There  were,  no 
doubt,  very  many  persons  who  did 
not  thoroughly  understand  why  so 
great  an  abstinence  had  been  ex- 
hibited, and  for  so  long  a  period,  ub 
that  (the  opposition)  side  of  the 
house.  This  circumstance  he  would 
explain.  He  was  one  of  those 
who,  when  he  heard  in  a  distant 
part  of  the  country,  where  he  waa 
professionally  engaged,  the  course 
of  proceeding  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  intended  to  follow,  could  not 
see  the  expediency  of  adopting  that 
course.  The  right  hon.  genL  did 
not  produce  the  papers  in  the  first 
instance,  that  gentlemen  might  read 
them :  he  reversed  the  practice  by 
defending  his  conduct  first,  and  af« 
terwards  producing  the  papers  on 
which  that  defence  was  fiwunded. 
Now  he  must  say,  that  the  unfa- 
vourable impression  which  that 
mode  of  proceeding  had  originally 
communicated  to  his  mind,  was  not 
altogether  removed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentieman's  statement ; 
iw  it  did  so  happen,  that,  having 
attended  to  his  speech  with .  the 
greatest  possible  care,  he  found  him- 
self left  in  the  dark,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  aa  to  the  precise  and 
specific  line  of  conduct  which  his 
Majesty's  government  bad  pursued. 
The  right  honourable  gentleaaa 
said,  that  strict  neutraUty  was  what 
the  government  had  intended ;  he 
said  that  they  would  giye  no  assist^ 
ance  to  Spain,  or  to  the  iuvadera  of 
Spain ;  but  to  what  extent  they  iiad 
laboured  to  avert  it,  what  repre- 
sentations 
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Matatioos  tfacy'  had  matto  at  Ve- 
rona or  at  Paris  upon  tbeae  pmntt, 
he  was-  left  wholly  in  the  dark. 
Nay,  there  were  some  parts  of  the 
right  hoD.  gentleman's  narrative, 
which,  from  the  carious  omissions 
cibaervahle,  led  him  to  a  conclusion 
directly  the  reverse  of  that  which 
other  parts  of  the  statement  would 
induce  him  to  form.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  having  passed  over, 
with  a  lightness  at  which  he  (Mr. 
Bnnigham)greatly  marvelled,  what* 
aoever  had  been  done  at  Verona, 
having  given  no  account  of  what 
had  been  said  by  the  Duke  of  Wei- 
hogton — having  stated  nothing  re- 
lative to  pn>reedingB  which  after- 
wards took  place  at  Paris — stated^ 
to  his  great  astonishment,  in  a  sub- 
aequent  part  of  bis  speech,  that  the 
Diike  of  Wellington  had  exerted 
himself  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of 
Spain.  But  how?  That  did  not 
appear.  Here  there  was  a  great 
chasm — an  immense  hiatus  valde 
d^kndw! — in  the  narrative«*the 
most  important  part  was  omitted. 
Htmd€tVR  the  play,  the  moetstriking 
and  the  most  necessary  object,  was 
left  out.  But  having  made  these 
omissions,  the  right  bon.  gent,  went 
on  to  say,  that  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington bad-  first  restored  the  free- 
dom of  Spain  by  his  military  prow- 
ess, and  had  next  defended  her 
liber^  and  independence  by  his 
oondnct  at  Verona.  Now,  if  he 
took  this  as  a  real  statement  of 
what  had  oocaried  at  Verona,  be 
ahottld  be  led  to  indulge  in  the 
pleasing expectadon,  that  be  should 
find,  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  no 
vague  generahties,  no  idle  wishes, 
but  representatk>ns  drawn  up  in  the 
firm  language  of  remonstratice.  He 
would  not  say  menace,  because  that 
point  appeared  to  have  been  blown 
OBI  towarde  the  latter  part-  of  the 


rigfathon.  gentleman's  speech*  He, 
however,  did  not  know  that  there 
were  any  perBons,  either  in  that 
house  or  out  of  it,  who  could  be  so 
extremely  absurd  as  to  wish  minis- 
ters to  use  menaces  which  they 
could  not  follow  up— he  would  say 
that  they  ought  to  have  used  the 
strong  and  firm  language  of  re* 
monstrance,  not  oi  menace.  It  waa 
of  no  use  to  say  ^*  Don't  think  we 
are  so  mad  as  the  Bourbon  govern- 
ment—don't think  we  are  so  wicked 
as  that  handful  of  imbeciles  who 
have  forgotten  nothing  and  learned 
nothing,  who  have  not  profited  by 
those  precious  lessons  of  adversity 
which  were  never  thrown  away  on 
any  except  themselves— don't  sup- 
pose that  we  will  assist  in  bringing 
back  those  pernicious  principles 
which  are  the  shame  of  France, 
which,  if  restored,  must  be  the 
curse  of  the  Spanish  people,  and 
reduce  to  misery  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope." What  benefit  could  result 
from  their  declaring  at  Verona—- 
that  ''we  are  not  so  base,  so  wick-' 
ed,  so  drivelling,  or  so  profligate,  as 
those  by  whom  the  invasion  of  Spain 
has  been  commanded  "  ?  W  hat  gra- 
titude did  be  owe  to  ministers  if 
they  had  done  no  more  than  tbis^ 
What  was  the  use  of  such  state- 
ments, if  nothing  eflfectual  were 
done  to  check  that  system  of  policy, 
which  he  thought  had  died  with 
the  late  Marquis  of  Londonderry— 
that  system  which  was  supported 
by  their  shallow  rhetorician,  by 
th^r  flimsy  orator,  Chateaubriand^ 
who  had  been  transformed  from  a 
writer  of  bad  books,  to  a  writer  of 
worse  speeches?  What  use  was  it 
to  tell  the  people,  and  the  par- 
liament, ''  We  do  not  mean  to  do 
that,"  which  ministers  knew,  for 
their  livesi  they  couM  not,  they 
dared  not  do?  *  Where  was  the 
mighty 
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mighty  fiNrdtude,  wbero  was  tlie 
exalted  courage  in  their  saying 
^'  We  will  noti  to  support,  your 
false  principles,  plunge  this  country 
into  a  war  with  all  Europe"?  Nu 
minister,  not  even  Mr.  Pitt,  in  all 
the  plenitude  of  bis  power,  would 
dare  to  make  such  an  experiment. 
Where,  then,  was  the  merit  of  a 
government  such  as  the  present,  no 
two  members  of  which  seemed  to 
agree  upon  any  important  point? 
Where  was  their  merit  in  declaring, 
that  they  would  not  do  an  act  which 
it  was  not  in  their  power  to  effect? 
He  observed,  when  the  minister 
rose.and  uttered  sentiments  which, 
as  an  Englishman,  a  statesman, 
and  an  orator,  did  him  the  highest 
honour — sentiments  which  would 
surprise  and  delight  the  country, 
and  which  would  crown  him  with 
the  ardent  applause  of  that  country ; 
— he  observed,  while  those  expres- 
sions were  heard  with  delight  by 
all  who  sat  in  that  (the  opposition) 
part  of  the  house— while  the  loud* 
est  expressionsof  gratification  were 
beard — while  even  the  benches  be* 
low  him  resounded  with  acclama- 
tions— that  a  death-like  silence  was 
preserved  by  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
site— that  the  faculties  of  those 
who  administered  the  government, 
and  their  various  adherents  and 
supporters,  appeared  to  sink  into  a 
'*  dread  repose/'  astounded,  be  sup. 
posed,  at  the  liberality  of  tbe  prin- 
ciples which  they  had  so  unexpect^ 
edJy  heard.  **  God  grant,*'  said 
Mr.  Brougham,  '*tbat  the  negoti- 
ation, when  we  come  to  read  the 
papers,  be  not  found  to  have  been 
carried  on  rather  in  the  spirit  of 
those  silent  gentlemen  than  in  the 
spirit  which  fills  the  breast  of  the 
right  honourable  secretary  —  tbe 
expression  of  which  was  re-echoed 
from  I  almost  every  part  of  that 


houses  and  wooU  be  joyfully  re- 
sponded from  every  part  of  the  e^* 
pire."  Finding  many  contntflie-> 
tions  in  the  statement  which  they 
bad  just  now  heard— finding  also  a 
great  many  bianksia  it  —and  know- 
ing that  the  contradictions  could 
only  be  reconciled,  and  the  blanks 
filled  up,  by  a  careful  perusal  of 
the  papers — what,  under  such  cir« 
cumstances,  could  be  more  neces* 
sary  than  to  defer  the  detailed  dis- 
cussion of  the  question?  He  was 
ignorant  of  even  the  dates  of  the 
different  papers;  and  therefore  he 
could  not  tell  how  long  the  right 
honourable  secretary  had  been  the 
dupe  of  the  French  government. 
That  he  had  been  duped  was  quite 
clear.  That  was  his  case.  Tbe 
right  honourable  gentleman  denied 
being  an  accomplice,  and  he  dis- 
proved the  accusation  by  showing 
that  he  was  the  dupe.  Until  he 
knew  how  long  he  had  been  hood- 
winked by  those  persons,  he  could 
not  decide  in  what  degree  the 
French  government  altogether  was 
or  was  i:ot  the  most  finished  speci- 
men of  perfidy  that  could  be  ooih 
ceived.  Ha  believed  from  all  he 
had  seen,  that  the  conduct  of  tbe 
French  government  had  been  moet 
perfidious.  However  gentlemen  op* 
posite  might  stare,  he  repeated,  thar 
cx»nduct  bad  been  most  perfidious* 
Tbe  riglit  honourable  gentleman 
himself  had  admitted  the  fact—, 
he  had  stated  it  in  a  manner  alnxist 
less  measured  than  that  which  be 
(Mr.  Brougham)  had  adopted.  In 
speaking  of  the  objects  of  his  vito- 
peration,  the  right  honourable  gen* 
tleman  had,  in  efiect,  declared  that 
more  cunning,  more  imposing',  more 
wheedling  men  —  men  of  worse 
faith,  more  abandoned  in  their  no* 
tions  of  honour— men  whose  words 
were  less  to  be  relied  on— existed 

not 
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not  in  any  cabinet  in  the  w<Mrld, 
than  tboee  men  who  now  composed 
the  French  gpveroment.  These 
were  the  figuree  which  constantly 
occurred  to  them  in  the  picture 
which  the  right  honourable  genlle- 
man  had  that  night  sketched.  By 
reading  one  of  the  papers  it  would 
be  found,  that  up  to  the  very  eve 
of  the  day  when  the  French  King 
declared  war  in  his  8|)eech  to  the 
chambers,  the  government  of  this 
country  was  abmed  with  false  but 
sanguine  hopes  of  pacification*  He 
wondered  how  it  could  possibly  en- 
ter into  the  mind  of  so  acute  a  per* 
son  as  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
naan,  who  had  recently  studied  in 
the  French  school  of  policy,  to  write 
that  despatch  which  he  had  read 
this  night.  The  concluding  pas* 
sage  was  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
things  in  this  extraordinary  chapter 
of  marvels.  That  he  could  have 
written  it  when  M.  Chateaubriand 
was  not  at  hb  elbow  to  wheedle 
him,  that  he  could  have  written  it 
in  the  fulness  of  his  senses,  ap* 
peared  almost  incredible.  That  a 
paper  which  was  to  go  to  the 
French  government,  a  paper  which 
was  to  be  laid  before  that  house, 
accompanied  as  it  was  by  proofs 
of  the  most  unexampled  perfidy, 
should  contain  such  a  flattering  ex- 
pression of  sentiments,  was  really 
astonishing.  It  was  there  stated 
that  no  one  could  doubt  the  pu- 
rity of  the  motives  which  in- 
floeooed  the  French  government. 
It  appeared,  according  to  this,  that 
the  little  article  of  the  French 
making  war  on  the  Spaniards  was 
nothing;  that  no  man  could  be  so 
jealous^  so  foolish,  as  to  suppose 
that  France  had  any  object  of  ag- 
grandisement in  view,  when  she 
strove  to  over-ma  Spain.    As  to 


the  line  of  conduct  they  ^ere  about 
to  be  called  on  to  sanction,  either 
by  their  forbearance,  or  by  adopt- 
ing some'  preposition  from  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  until  he 
had  an  opportunity,  not  hypuUie- 
tically,  as  at  present,  of  reading 
and  exaininiog  the  papers  them- 
selves, he  would  abstain  from 
giving  any  opinion  whatever. — 
When  the  papers  now  produced 
should  be  fully  before  the  house, 
their  business  would  be  to  decide 
whether  the  conduct  of  government 
was  such  as  either  to  give  rise  to 
bitter  disappointment  to  hopes 
strongly  excited,  or  sore  humi- 
liation at  the  degradation  of  our 
national  honour. 

The  papers  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  tlje  question  that  the  papers 
be  printed, 

Mn  Cantiing  said,  it  was  not  his 
intention  at  that  moment  to  avail 
himself  of  any  opportunity  of  re- 
plying to  the  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tieman*8  speech,  or  to  enter  into 
a  vindication  of  the  conduct  of  his 
Majesty's  government.  He  was 
willing  to  rest  upon  the  documents, 
to  let  them  be  tried  by  all  the  tests 
of  the  law  of  nations  by  which 
such  documents  could  be  judged; 
andhefeltsalisfled  that  they  would 
be  found  consistent  with  the  inde- 
pendence of  nations,  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  honour  of  this 
country. — ^'l  hey  were  then  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  the  question  that  the  report 
of  the  naval  and  military  pensions 
bill  be  brought  up,  MnGrenfeH 
moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
report  be  received  that  day  six 
months. 

Mr»  Herries  defended  the  bill, 
and  contended,  that  the  govern- 
ment 
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m^t  Imd  made  the  best  and  most 
economical  bargain  tbe  circom- 
stances  admitted  of. 

Sir  Joieph  Yorkt  and  Mr.  Hume 
severally  opposed  tbe  bill. 

The  house  then  divided,  and  the 
numbers  were  as  follow : — For  the 
amendment,  87 — Against  it,  133 — 
Majority,  46. 

The  bouse  then  went  into  a 
committee  of  supply,  when  several 
items  were  moved  and  carried. 

The  weights  and  measures  bill 
was  recommitted ;  and^  upon  the 
motion  of  Sir  G.  Clerk^  several 
verbal  amendments  were  agreed 
to. — Tbe  house  then  adjourned. 

Haufe  of  Lords ^  AprU  15. — A 
person  from  the  office  of  the  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland  presented  re- 
turns under  the  insurrection  act 
A  person  from  the  Treasury  pre- 
sented returns  relative  to  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  the  fourth  report 
of  the  commissioners  of  inquiry. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
tbe  insolvent  act,  and  upon  the  snib- 
ject  of  agricultural  distress. 

The  grants  of  aid^  and  inn- 
keepers' allowance  bills  were  com- 
mitted witfiont  amendment 

Earl  Grey  said  that  he  had 
spent  all  the  time  since  last  night, 
when  the  papers  were  laid  on  tbe 
table  by  the  noble  earl,  (Liverpool) 
in  the  careful  perusal  and  conside* 
ration  of  them,  and  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  the  result  had  in  no 
degree  weakened  the  first  impres- 
sion on  his  mind ;  but,  on  tbe  cotw 
trary,  had  confirmed  him  in  the 
opinion,  that  both  in  the  negotia- 
tions at  Verona,  and  those  which 
had  since  taken  place,  the  bononr 
and  interests  of  this  country  had 
been  sacrificed  in  a  manner  of 
which  there  was  no  precedent — 
Adjoamed. 

Himu  of  Commoms^  April  15. — 


PetitkMif  weve  presented  against 
the  Roman  CathoKc  daimt — two 
complaining  of  the  proceedings  of 
his  Majesty's  attorney-general  for 
Ireland— praying  the  house  to  in- 
vestigate the  duties  on  East  and 
West  India  sugars — against  tbe 
ship  apprentice  bill — and  the  turn- 
pike act 

The  Irish  joint  tenantcy  bill  was 
committed,  the  report  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  ti^en  into  farther 
consideration  on  Friday  week. 

The  division  of  counties'  bill 
went  through  a  coinmittee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H,  O* 
Bennett  a  return  was  ordered  of 
the  receipt  and  expenditure  of  the 
county-rates,  fur  the  Last  three 
years,  distingmshing  each:  also 
distinguishing  the  number  of  per- 
sons charged  with  felony  in  each 
county,  in  tbe  same  time ;  the  num- 
ber tried  and  acquitted  ;  the  num- 
ber convicted,  and  the  cost  of  pro* 
secution  to  the  county. 

Dr.  Lushmgton  brought  m  a  bill 
to  amend  and  consolidate  the  Jaws 
regarding  tbe  slave*  trade. — Read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.Bnmnkiw  brought  forward  hia 
motion  relating  to  the  Lata  law  pro- 
ceedings in  Ireland,  in  which  tbe 
attorney-general  was  stated  to  have 
proceeded  ex  qficio  upon  a .  bill 
which  tbe  grand  jury  had  ignored : 
the  honourable  gentleman  stated 
tbe  case  at  length;  &nd  concluded 
by  moving  in  the  way  of  resotution 
— *"  That  it  appears  to  this  house 
that  tbe  conduct  of  his  M^ty'a 
attorney-general  for  Irdandy  wkh- 
Fsspect  to  the  persons  charged  wUh 
a  riot  in  the  Dublin  theatre,  on  the 
14th  of  December  fault,  particukudy 
in  bringing  them  to  trial  upon  t»* 
formations  filed  ex  ofido  after  bills 
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of  indictment  against  th^m  for  the 
tame  offcneo  had  been  thrt^n  out 
by  a  grand  jury,  was  unwise ; — 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  practice, 
and  not  congenial  to  the  spirit  of 
the  British  constitution ;  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  pre- 
cedent hereafter.** 

Mr.  Plunket  replied :  he  stated 
great  fau^t  upon  the  part  of  the 
jury  in  rejecting  evidence,  and  as- 
serted that  he  had  only  exercised 
the  power  entrusted  to  him. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  fV. 
Qmriau^t  Mr,  D.  Brotone,  Colonel 
Barry ^  Lord  Milton^  Mr,  Goulbum, 
and  others. 

Mr.  Brougham  pledged  himself 
to  move  an  inquiry  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  sberififand  grand  juiy^ 
in  which  he  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Canning. 

Mr.  Brownhw  said,  with  the 
leave  of  the  house  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion,  but  would  support 
that  of  the  hon.  a^  learned  gent 
(Mr.  Brougham). 

Sir  F.  Burdutt  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  on  the  same  subject. — Ad- 
jonmed. 

House  of  Lords^  April  16.— 
Lord  Salloim  presented  a  petition 
fr^Mn  the  planters  of  the  island 
of  Nevis,  complaining  of  distress. 

The  jnnkeepei^p'  allowance  and 
grants  of  aids  bills  were  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. — Adjourned* 

House  of  Commons  J  April  16.-^ 
Twenty-two  petitions  (most  from 
Ireland)  were  presented  against  the 
Catholic  claims — one  from  Kil- 
kenny in  favour  of  the  same— one 
against  the  warehous'mg  bill — from 
a  free-thinking  society  in  Edin- 
burgh complaining  of  persecution — 
from  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of  El- 
phin  against  a  commutation  of  tithes 
— upon  the  subject  of  agricultural 
distress — against  the  turnpike  act. 

1823. 


Lard  O.  Beresfbrd  appeared  at 
the  bar,  and  informed  the  house 
that  his  Majesty  had  received  the 
address  sent  up  on  the  lS7th  of 
March,  praying  that  he  might  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions for  the  erection  of  monuments 
to  the  late  Earl  St.  Vincent  and 
Lord  Duncan,  and  that  he  had 
given  directions  accordingly.  His 
Majesty  had  also  received  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  house  of  the  10th, 
14th,  and  15  th  instant,  and  had 
given  directions  accordingly. 
*  Lord  Althorpe  brought  forward 
his  motion  for  the  repeal  of  the  fo- 
reign enlistment  bill,  which  after  a 
long  and  spirited  debate  was  nega- 
tived by  216  against  110. 

Orders  of  day  disposed  of. — ^Ad- 
journed. 

Hotise  of  Lords^  April  17. — 
Five  petitions  were  presented 
against  the  Catholic  claims,  and 
one  in  their  £Eivour— one  against 
the  barilla  duty. 

Lord  King  said,  he  understood 
that  a  noble  friend  of  his  (Earl 
Grey)  had  given  notice  of  his  in«> 
tention  to  put  some  questions  to 
the  noble  earl  opposite  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  late  negotiations  between 
France  and  Spain,  but  the  motion 
with  which  he  (Lord  King)  in* 
tended  to  conclude  would  not  in 
the  least  interfere,  he  apprehended^ 
with  what  his  noble  friend  intend- 
ed to  say.  The  papers  which  the 
noble  earl  (Liverpool)  had  laid  on 
the  table  had  certainly  given  great 
satisfaction  to  every  one;  the 
French  ministers  must  be  well 
satisfied  with  them,  his  Majesty's 
ministers  also  were  satisfied  with 
them,  and  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public  must  be  extreme,  for  every 
body  laughed  at  them.  What  he 
now  wished  to  know  was  the  ex- 
pense at  whid)  all  this  satisfaction 

L  had 
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had  been  obtained.  He  had  read  the 
whole  of  the' papers,  and  he  thought 
a  noble  earl  near  him  was  fully 
justified  in  sa3dng  that  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  had  been  completely 
duped.  In  the  very  first  despatch 
of  the  noble  duke  from  Paris  he 
expressed  himself  as  if  surprised  at 
the  position  of  Spanish  affairs  ;  but 
then  there  was  the  "  Cordon  Sani- 
taire  "T  that  was  the  first  instance 
of  dupery.  The  army  of  observa- 
tion was  the  second ;  but  then,  at 
Verona,  the  object  was  to  preserve 
the  peace  between  France  and 
Spain,  and  that  was  certainly  most 
satisfactory.  Monsieur  Villele  was 
so  satisfied  with  our  ministers,  that 
he  wished  for  their  advice,  and  the 
flattery  seemed  to  have  pleased 
them  so  much,  that  even  Mr.  Can- 
ning appeared  to  have  been  taken 
in  by  it ;  for  he  had  written  to  Sir 
Charles  Stuart  that  the  repeated 
assurances  of  France  forbade  the 
suspicion  that  she  wished  to  take 
military  possession  of  Spain,  and 
relieved  him  from  all  appre- 
hensions for  Portugal.  Could  hu- 
man credulity  and  dupery  go  far- 
ther than  this  ?  It  would  be  most 
Amusing  to  be  present  at  one  of  the 
French  minister's  cabinet- dinners ; 
there  he  should  perhaps  hear  Mon- 
sieur de  Montmorency  plume  him- 
self on  having  satisfied  our  minis- 
ters respecting  the  Cordon  Sanitaire 
and  the  army  of  observation.  Mon- 
sieur Villele  would  say,  "That 
is  nothing  to  what  I  have  done;" 
and  then  Monsieur  Chateaubriand, 
perhaps,  would  say,  *'  But  I  have 
gone  beyond  you  aJl;  for  I  have 
made  them  abandon  all  suspicion 
of  our  taking  military  possession 
of  Spain."  Every  man  must  ex- 
pect to  be  duped  once  in  his  life ; 
and  if  it  were  done  by  a  person 
who  had  before  borne  an  ordinary 


good  character,  there  was  not 
much  in  it  ^  but  at  this  time  of 
day,  to  be  duped  by  the  House  of 
Bourbon  was  most  extraordinary. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving 
for  an  account  of  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  foreign  missions  be- 
tween the  1st  of  September  and 
31st  of  December  1822. 

Lord  Holland  and  Eari  Grey 
followed ;  the  noble  earl  put  some 
questions  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool 
upon  the  transactions  at  Verona. 

The  Earl  of  Livef-pool  replied, 
that  he  had  expected  to  be  called 
to  answer  a  few  questions,  but  that 
the  noble  Earl  (Grey)  had  advert- 
ed to  so  many  points,  and  taken  so 
Mride  a  range,  that  to  reply  fully 
would  lead  him  into  ar  discussion  of 
a  most  important  nature ;  his  lord- 
ship observed  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unfair  than  the  noble 
earl's  account  of  the  transactions  at 
Verona. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that  the 
noble  earl  who  complained  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  dreadful  state  of 
embarrassment,  because  his  noble 
friend  (Earl  Grey)  had  not  given 
him  notice  of  Uie  nature  of  the 
questions  which  he  intended  to 
propose,  and  the  speech  by  which 
he  intended  to  introduce  them,  did 
nevertheless,  about  four  or  five 
nights  ago,  come  down  and  give 
their  lordships  a  long  speech,  being 
a  comment  and  argument  on  papers 
which  were  not  theii  on  the  table, 
and  to  which  noble  lords*  on  his 
(Lord  Holland's)  side  of  tlie  house 
had  not  had  access.  *  The  noble 
earl  now  said,  it  was  extremely 
hard  to  take  him  by  surprise,  and 
to  ask  him  to  explain  papers  which 
were  lying  in  his  own  office.  This 
was  dealing  out  the  same  measure 
of  justice  to  others  which  the  noble 
earl  claimed  for  himself.     But  he 
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(Lord  Holland)  was  not  disposed  to 
be  so  iiregiilari  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  question  before  the 
houBe,  to  enter  upon  a  considera- 
tion of  those  great  topics  which 
would  hereafter  form  the  subject 
of  discussion.  He  could  not,  how- 
ever^  help  declaring,  that  the  noble 
earl  had  given  a  most  unsatisfac- 
tory answer  to  all  the  questions 
wbidi  had  been  proposed  by  his 
noble  friend.  The  first  question 
wbieh  had  been  put  to  the  noble 
earl  was,  how  it  happened  that  the 
reciprocity  of  communication,  to 
make  use  of  an  Irishism,  was  all 
00  one  side?  How  it  had  happened 
that  we  had  communkat^  to 
Fraaee  every  thing  which  we  had 
done  with  regard  to  Spain,  whilst 
France  communicated  nothing  to 
us  upon  the  same  subject  ?  Now, 
what  answer  did  the  noble  earl 
give  upon  this  point  ?  He  said  that 
we  did  not  communicate  our  trans- 
actions with  Spain  to  France  alone, 
but  that  we  also  let  the  Emperors 
of  Russia  and  Austria  and  the 
King  of  Prussia  into  the  secret  He 
must  say,  that  such  a  proceeding 
was  the  wildest  and  most  imprac- 
ticable -coarse  of  policy  ever  pur- 
sued by  men  in  power.  Upon  the 
second  point  of  inquiry — namely, 
why  the  British  government  had 
not  protested  more  strongly  against 
the  principleof  interference  in  the  in- 
ternal concerns  of  Spain,  reference 
had  been  made  to  a  despatch  of 
the  noble  duke  opposite  (Welling- 
ton). He  could  assure  that  noble 
duke,  without  intending  an  idle 
compliment  to  him,  that  whenever 
he  foond  his  name  attached  to  any 
document  of  which  he  could  not 
approve,  he  felt  pain  and  indigna- 
tion ;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  de- 
clare that  papers  more  unbecoming 
a  Britiah  minister  than  those  which 


had  proceeded  from  the  pen  of  the 
noble  duke,  he  had  never  had  the 
misfortune  to  peruse.  Let  their 
lordships  look  at  the  language  of 
the  noble  duke.  Speaking  of  the 
proposed  interference  with  Spain, 
in  his  answer  to  the  three  questions 
proposed  by  the  French  go- 
vernment, he  said,  **  Such  an  in- 
terference always  appeared  to  the 
British  government  an  unnecessary 
assumption  of  responsibility,  which» 
considering  all  the  circumstances, 
must  expose  the  King  of  Spain  to 
danger,  and  the  power  or  powers 
which  should  interfere,  to  obloquy, 
certain  risks,  and  possible  disasters 
— to  enormous  expenses,  and  final 
disappointment  in  producing  any 
result."  This  was  the  way  in 
which  the  noble  duke  spoke  of  the 
greatest  crime  which  men  in  pos- 
session of  power  could  commit.  The 
explanation  which  the  noble  earl 
had  given  of  the  early  proceedings 
at  Verona  was  most  extraordinary. 
Could  the  noble  duke  mean  seri- 
ously to  declare,  that  after  the  de> 
claration  which  Russia  had  issued 
in  order  to  drive  on  an  aggression 
against  Spain,  he  believed  that  the 
three  questions  which  had  been  so 
frequently  alluded  to,  had  been  put 
to  him  in  contemplation  of  an 
aggression  on  the  part  of  Spain 
against  France?  If,  after  what 
had  passed  respecting  Naples,  and 
after  the  perusal  of  the  proclama- 
tions of  Russia,  which  were  as  dis- 
gusting for  their  ignorance  and  cou- 
CMt  as  for  the  ambitious  designs 
which  they  revealed,  the  noble  duke 
would  say,  that  he,  poor  old  soul, 
in  the  simplicity  and  innocence  of 
his  heart,  thought  that  those  ques- 
tions were  proposed  in  contempla* 
tion  of  an  aggression  on  the  part  of 
Spain  against  France,  he  (Lord 
Holland)  was  bound  to  believe 
L  %  him ; 
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him ;  but  he  would  pray  that  the 
affaire  of  this  country  might  never 
again  be  conducted  by  men  who, 
like  the  noble  duke  and  his  col- 
leagues, however  honest  they  might 
be  in  themselves,  were  so  little 
aware  of  the  dishonesty  of  othere. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving 
for  the  production  of  the  following 
papers: — '*  1.  Copies  of  the  an- 
swers returned  by  the  plenipoten- 
^aries  of  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  to  the  three  questions  pro- 
posed by  the  French  government 
at  Verona,  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1822;— 2.  Copies  of  all  the  writ- 
ten declarations  made  by  the  Eng- 
lish government  to  the  allied 
powers,  since  the  year  1820,  to 
induce  them  to  abstain  from  inter- 
ference in  the  internal  affaire  of 
Spain  ; — 3.  Copies  of  all  the  com- 
munications between  the  Spanish 
and  English  governments,  in  which 
the  former  accuses  the  French  go- 
vernment of  fomenting  discord  in 
Spain  ; — 4.  A  copy  of  all  the  des- 
patches of  M.  de  Chateaubriand  to 
the  French  minister  atMadrid,  which 
have  been  communicated  to  the 
Spanish  minister,  and  particularly 
of  that  which  Count  de  Lagarde 
read  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  in 
February  last." 

Lord  EUenborough  gave  notice, 
that  he  would  on  Thursday  next 
submit  a  motion,  which  would 
afford  their  lordships  an  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  their  opinion 
upon  the  conduct  of  ministere  in 
the  late  negotiations  which  had 
taken  place  on  the  Continent. 

The  Marquis  ofLansdown  wish- 
ed to  receive  answere  to  two  ques- 
tions which  he  was  about  to  put  to 
the  noble  earl  opposite.  The  firet 
question  was,  whether  any  answer 
had  been  returned  by  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Canning  to  the  despatch  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  contain- 


ing the  three  questions  of  the 
French  government,  dated  October 
20,  before  December  6.  The  se- 
cond question  was,  what  informa- 
tion  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Duke  of  WelUngton  respecting  the 
causes  of  quarrel  between  France 
and  Spain,  between  October  30  and 
November  12. 

l/ird  Holland  did  not  press  the 
first  of  his  motions,  it  being  ob- 
jected to  by  the  Earl  of  Liverpool : 
the  other  three  were  agreed  tOp— 
Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  April  17.-- 
Twenty-three  petitions  were  pre- 
sented against  the  Catholic  claims, 
and  one  in  their  favour. 

A  discussion  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Cathohc  claims  was  then  car- 
ried on  at  great  length,  in  which 
Sir  F.  Burdetty  Mr,  Cannings  Mr, 
Wynn^  Ljord  Nugent,  Mr.  Peel^ 
Mr.  Tiemey,  and  Mr*  Brougham^ 
were  the  speakere. 

Mr,  Tiemey  had  said  that  mi- 
nisters had  deserted  the  question 
of  Catholic  emancipation^ 

Mr.  Brougham  in  Uie  course  of 
his  speech  observed — agreeing  in 
almost  every  thing  which  had 
fallen  from  his  right  honourable 
friend  on  his  left  (Mr.  Tiemey); 
and  having  the  woret  possible  opi- 
nion, which  he  did  not  now  ex« 
press  for  the  first  time,  of  the  con- 
duct of  those  who,  in  substance — 
and  he  arraigned  them  for  so  doing 
in  substance — abandoned  their  duty 
to  the  question;  who,  not  taking 
example  by  the  single,  manly,  and 
upright  conduct  of  the  right  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  Peel),  who  had  al- 
ways been  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  never  swerving  from  his 
opinions,  but  standing  uniformly 
up  and  stating  tbem — who  had 
never  taken  office  upon  a  secret  un- 
derstanding to  abandon  the  question, 
in  substance,  while   he  continued 
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to  sustain  it  in  words  —  whose 
mouthy  heart,  and  conduct,  had 
always  been  in  unison  upon  the 
question ;  and  he  wished  that  that 
conduct  had  been  followed  by  all 
those  on  his  (Mr.  Brougham's)  side 
of  the  question,  and  then  he  should 
not  have  found  himself  in  a  state 
almost  bordering  on  despair  as  to 
the  fate  and  fortune  of  Catholic 
claims.  He  said,  let  the  conduct 
of  the  Attorney-General  for  Ire- 
land have  been  what  it  might; 
let  him  have  deviated  from  his 
former  professions  or  not — he  (Mr. 
Brougham)  did  not  say  that  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
had  done  so,  but  he  would  assume 
the  iac^^still,  let  the  right  hon. 
foreign  secretary  have  come  for- 
ward at  that  critical  time  for  the 
question,  and  for  his  own  character, 
when  the  point  was  whether  he 
should  go  to  India,  into  honourable 
eidle,  or  take  office  in  England,  and 
not  submit  to  his  sentence  of  trails- 
portatlon,  but  be  condemned  to 
bard  labour  in  his  own  country — 
<)oomed  to  the  disquiet  of  a  divided 
council — sitting  with  his  enemies, 
and  pitied  by  his  friends — with  his 
hands  chained  and  tied  down  on 
all  those  lines  of  operation  which 
his  own  sentiments  and  wishes 
would  have  led  him  to  adopt— let 
it  have  been  at  that  critical  mo- 
ment, when  his  fate  had  depended 
upon  Lord  Chancellor  Eldon,  and 
his  sentiments  upon  the  Catholic 
cause — if  at  that  critical  moment 
be  who  had  said  on  the  last  night 
that  he  would  not  truckle  to  a  noble 
lord  (Lord  Folkestone),  but  who 
then  had  exhibited  a  specimen,  the 
most  incredible  specimen  of  mon- 
strous truckling  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  office,  which  the  whole 
history  of  political  tergiversation 
could  furnish — 

Mr.  Canning  at  this    moment 


interrupted  the  honourable  member 
by  saying,  "  I  rise  to  say  that  it  is 
false.'^' 

The  Speaker^  after  a  perfect  si** 
lence  in  the  house  during  some 
seconds,  spoke.  He  hoped  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  retract  the  expression  he 
had  used.  An  individual  of  his 
high  rank  and  station  could  not 
fail  to  be  aware,  that  such  an  ex- 
pression was  a  complete  violation 
of  the  customs  and  of  the  orden 
of  the  house.  He  (the  Speaker) 
deeply  regretted  that  even  in  haste 
it  should  have  been  used. 

Mr.  Canning  was  sorry  to  have 
used  any  word  which  was  a  violation 
of  the  decorum  of  the  house ;  but 
no  consideration  on  earth  should 
induce  him  to  retract  the  sentiment. 

This  Mr.  Canning  afterwards 
repeated,  to  further  remonstrances 
from  the  Speaker,  who  called  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  house  generally,  to  support  him 
in  his  authority. 

Mr.  Bankes  moved  that  the  par- 
ties be  taken  into  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  arms.  After  fur- 
ther conversation,  an  eclaircissement 
took  place,  and  Mr.  Bankes  with- 
drew his  motion  ;  the  right  hon. 
and  the  learned  gentlemen  each 
declaring  they  should  think  no 
more  of  it. 

Mr.  Hume  and  Mr.  Spring  Rice 
afterwards  spoke ;  and  Mr.  Plunket 
moved  "  That  this  house  will  re- 
solve itself  into  a  i^ommittee  to 
consider  the  state  of  the  laws  by 
which  oaths  or  declarations  are  re-^ 
quired  to  be  taken  or  made,  as 
qualifications  for  the  enjoyment  of 
office  or  the  exercise  of  civil  func- 
tions, as  far  as  they  affect  his 
Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sub-^ 
jects ;  and  whether  it  may  be 
expedient,  and  in  what  manner, 
to  alter  and  modify  the  same,  and 
subject 
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subject  to  what  provisions  and  re» 
galations.'' 

This  tfas  virtually  lost  by  a 
question  of  adjournment  being 
carried  by  did  agunat  111. — Ad^ 
joumed. 

House  of  Lords f  AprU  IS. — 
Lord  Powerscourt  took  the  oaths 
and  his  seat. 

A  person  from  the  commission- 
ers of  Richmond  bridge  presented 
their  cash  account  for  the  year 

Petitions  were  presented  upon 
Che  subject  of  agricultural  distress 
—  the  barilla  duty — against  the 
Catholic  claims — the  duty  on  hops 
— for  a  law  for  recovery  of  small 
debts — and  against  coal  duty  car- 
ried coastwise. 

The  Earl  of  Ltcerpool  said,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  questions  put 
to  him  yesterday,  he  had  availed 
himself  of  the  interval  which  had 
elapsed,  and  should  now  be  enabled 
to  give  answers  to  them.^  And 
£rst,  with  respect  to  the  papers 
which  were  asked  for.  The  answer 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Austria, 
Russia,  and  Prussia,  to  tiie  three 
questions  submitted  by  France, — 
there  was  an  objection  in  point  of 
form  to  placing  that  document  on 
their  lordships'  table.  The  '*  copy 
of  all  the  despatches  of  M.  de 
Chateaubriand  to  the  French  mi* 
nister  at  Madrid,  which  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Spanish  mi* 
nister,  and  particularly  that  which 
the  Count  de  la  Garde  read  to  his 
Catholic  Majesty  in  February  last," 
there  would  be  no  objection  to 
giving.  There  would  be  a  veiy 
material  paper  relative  to  the 
**  declaration^  made  by  this  country 
to  the  allies  since  1820,  to  induce 
them  to  abstain  from  interference 
in  the  affairs  of  Spain,"  which 
would  be  laid  before  the  house, 


aad  also  the  copy  of  the  inttruc*: 
tions  prepared  hy  the  late  secre-* 
tary  for  foreign  affairs,  which  hia 
Bobie  friend  (the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington) afterwards  received.  Thia 
would  clear  up  any  little  mis«nder« 
standing  which  might  remain  ov 
that  point.  With  respect  to  for* 
nishing  copies  of  all  communica- 
tions between  the  Spanish  and 
English  governments,  in  which  the 
latter  accused  the  French  of  fo* 
menting  disturbances  in  Spaia, 
there  was  but  one  despatch  in 
which  the  subject  was  alluded  to, 
and  that  would  be  furnished ;  but 
there  had  been  no  formal  com- 
munication made  by  the  minister 
at  Madrid  to  the  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs.  The  answer 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  to  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  deapatcbr 
containing  the  three  questions  of 
the  French  government,  sent  be- 
fore the  6th  of  December,  he  (the 
Earl  of  Liverpool)  would  beg  to 
defer  speaking  to  until  Monday, 
when,  if  it  could  be  produced,  it 
should  be  laid  on  the  table* 
In  reply  to  the  noble  marquis 
(Laoadown)  last  night,  Jie  (the 
Earl  of  Liverpool)  had  said  thai 
no  information  had  been  received 
by  the  Doke  of  Wellington  after 
the  dOth  of  October,  as  to  the 
cause  of  quarrel  between  France 
and  Spun.  The  several  despatches, 
in  which  the  neutrality  of  Portugal 
was  assured,  would  be  produced  on 
Monday  next,  at  which  time  all 
the  other  papers  he  had  mentioned 
would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdovm  said, 
he  meant  to  aak  for  the  commu- 
nication of  any  information  of  an 
oflScial  nature  which  had  been 
given  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
between  the  dOth  of  October  and 
the  12th  of  November;  for,  firom 
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the  diflfeieiit  wording  of  the  sub- 
sequent despatchi  he  must  have 
received  some  such  iDformatlon, 
and  it  was  quite  impossible  but  he 
must  have  communicated  it  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  for  he  (the 
Marquis  of  Lansdown)  was  quite 
sure  the  noble  duke  would  not 
have  been  guilty  of  an  omission  so 
gross  as  the  non-communication 
would  be,  when  he  knew  that  his 
Majesty's  government  were  in  a 
state  of  as  grfeat  ignorsmce  as  he 
had  been  himself,  As  to  Ihe  other 
point — the  apparent  omission  for 
six  weeks  by  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning, of  one  of  the  most  important 
communications  ever  made,  he 
meant  that  of  the  22d  of  October, 
by  the .  Duke  of  Wellington — he 
(the  Marquis  of  Lansdown)  now 
understood  that  there  were  inler- 
mediate  communications,  and  which 
the  house  might  expect  to  have 
produced.  But  what  he  thoyght 
the  house  ought  to  have  was,  the 
first  impression  made  on  the  minds 
of  the  King's  government;  and 
therefore  he  thought  their  lord- 
ships ought  to  have  the  first  in« 
structions  which  thev  had  for- 
warded to  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
on  the  occasion. 

Lord  Ellenhorough  said,  that  he 
had  observed  in  the  newspapers  a 
spcecli  of  the  King  of  Spain  to 
his  Cortes  in  .1821,  in  w^ich  he 
told  them  that  the  congress  at 
Laybach  had  given  him  assurances 
that  they  had  no  intention  of  acting 
hostilely  against  Spain.  If  this 
had  been  communicated  to  his. 
Majesty's  government,  the  paper 
contiiining  it  ought  to  be  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  bouse. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he 
might  have  forgotten  it,  but  he  had 
no  recollection  of  the  existei^ce  of 
such  a  paper,  and  he  believed  that 
no  such  paper  did  exist. 


The  Earl  of  DattUey  said,  oo 
the  d  1st  of  March  all  hopes  were 
abandoned,  and  a  despatch  was 
sent  to  Sir  Charles  Stuart.  What 
he  (Lord  Damley)  wished  to  know 
was,  whether  any  formal  protest 
against  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings was  then  dehvered  by  Sir 
Charles  Stuart  to  the  French  mi- 
nister? Some  such  thing,  he 
hoped,  had  been  done,  for  the 
honour  of  the  country;  and  if  it 
had,  he  trusted  the  document 
would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  gave  no- 
tice of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of 
appeals  for  Friday  se  nnight. 

The  Earl  of  Daniley  gave  no- 
tice of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of 
our  naval  force  for  Monday  next. 
^—Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons y  April  18.—- 
Lord  Cranbornc  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the 
game  laws,  which  he  moved  to 
be  printed.  He-  then  gave  notice 
of  a  motion  on  the  subject. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  warehousing  billr— the  duty  on 
stone  carried  coastwise: — duty  on 
coals,  and  malt — and  for  commu- 
tation  of  tithes. 

Sir  C.  Long  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  regarding 
the  appropriation  of  the  late  King's 
library. — Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  naval  and  military  pensions 
bill  was  moved  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  E^chequ^r  to  be  read  a  third 
time. — Carried  by  140  against  91. 
The  merchant  vessels'  appren- 
tice bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
p^sed. 

Lord  Milton  presented  a  petition 
from  the  archdeaconry  of  Cleve- 
land, in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims.  Also  from  cer- 
tain clergy  of  the  diocese  of  York 
in  favour  ol  the  same. 

Mr.  Macdonald  gave  notice,  that 
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OD  Monday  M'nnigbt  (the  earliest 
open  day)  he  should  hring  forward 
a  motion  npon  the  papers  ktely 
produced  hy  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  The 
motioA  would  probably  take  the 
form  of  an  address  to  the  crown* 
If  he  was  not  misinformed,  the 
House  of  Lords  was  in  possession, 
or  was  likely  immediately  to  be, 
of  some  information  beyond  that 
upon  which  his  motion  was  to  be 
founded;  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  right  honourable  fo- 
reign secretary  would  add  that  In- 
formation by  way  of  supplement 
to  the  papers  before  the  hoase, 
or  whether  he  (Mr.  Macdonald) 
should  move  for  them  in  form. 

Mr.  Canftmg  said  that  he  him- 
self would  undertake  to  move  for 
the  papers  in  question, 

Mr*  Brougkamj  on  the  part  of 
his  honourable  fiiend  the  member 
for  Lincoln  (Mr.  J.  Williams),  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  for  the  2d  of 
May,  to  extend  that  law  which 
made  a  Quaker's  affirmation  re- 
ceivable in  a  court  of  justice,  from 
civil  to  criminal  cases. 

The  house  then  went  into  com- 
mittee on  the  miscellaneous  esti- 
mates, when  the  following  items 
were  voted : — 499/.  for  repairs  to 
Henry  7th's  Chapel.  10,000/.  for 
the  works  at  Edinburgh  College. 
129847/.  for  sundry  works  at  Port- 
patrick.  25,000/,  for  the  Caledo- 
nian Canal.  5,d00/.  for  building  an 
insolvent  debtors'  court  30,000/. 
for  building  law  courts  in  West- 
minster Hall.  24,936/.  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ments on  the  Gold  Coast  for  the 
current  year.  5,214/.  17 s.  for  the 
salaries  and  retired  allowances  of 
the  officers  in  the  Alien  Office. 
15,000/.  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  awards  of  the  Mixed  Commis- 


sion for  the  abolition  of  the  slavtf- 
trade.  18,700/.  for  the  renaunera- 
tion  and  incidental  expenses  of  the 
commissioners  engaged  in  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaties  for  the  abo- 
lition of  the  slave-trade  between 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
governments  of  Spain,  Portugal^ 
and  the  Netherlands.  150,000/. 
to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying  bills 
drawn,  or  to  be  drawn,  for  the  colo- 
ny of  New  South  Wales.  2,442/. 
10«.  to  his  Majesty,  for  defraying 
certain  expenses  of  the  colonial  de- 
partments, formerly  paid  out  of  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  for 
1823.  6,250/.  to  make  compen-* 
sation  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  manage- 
ment and  collection  of  the  revenue 
in  Ireland,  and  the  several  esta- 
blishments connected  therewith,  in 
compensation  for  their  assiduity^ 
pains,  and  care,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  parlia- 
ment ;  the  same  to  be  paid  without 
any  fee  or  deduction  whatever. 
5,000/.  for  the  support  of  the  insti- 
tution called  the  Refuge  for  the 
Destitute,  for  the  year  1823 ;  to  be 
paid  witliout  any  fee  or  deduction 
whatever.  3,279/.  5s.  for  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  the  civil  esta- 
blishments of  the  Bahama  Islands, 
for  the  year  1 823.  1 ,522/.  U.  4d. 
for  defraying  the  like  charges  for 
the  islands  of  Bermuda,  for  the 
same  year.  600/.  for  defraying  the 
Uke  charges  for  the  islands  of  Do- 
minica, for  the  year  1 823.  1 2,232/. 
for  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
civil  establishments  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, for  the  year  1 823.  13,1 40/. 
for  defraying  the  civil  establish- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia.  6,157/*  10«. 
for  the  civil  establishment  of  New 
Brunswick.  3,520/.  \5s.  for  the 
civil  establishment  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Island.     15,222/.  for  the 

civil 
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ciTil  establifthmeot  of  New  South 
Wales.  22,8 1 6f.  1 7s.  for  the  civil 
establiBbmeot  of  Sierra  Leone.  The 
bouse  then  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday.  The  other  orders  of  the 
day  were  then  disposed  of.~*Ad» 
joumedk 

House  af  Lords,  April  22. — A 
petition  was  presented  for  the  miti« 
gation  of  slavery. 

Mr^Brogdettf  accompanied  by  se- 
veral other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  the  mer- 
chant seamen's  apprenticeship,  the 
naval  and  military  pensions,  and 
warehousing  bills,  and  several  local 
bills,  which  were  severally  read  the 
first  time. 

Lord  Holland  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  moving  for  copies  or  extracts  of 
all  communications  made  by  his 
Majesty's  government  to  bis  most 
Daitlifal  Majesty  the  King  of  Por- 
tugal, respecting  the  neutrality  of 
Portogal,  in  case  of  hostilities  be- 
tween France  and  Spain. 

Xbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied 
that  he  would  not  undertake  then  to 
say^  that  it  would  be  proper  to  lay 
that  paper  upon  the  table,  but  it  had 
been  admitted,  most  fully,  that  if 
Portugal  were  attacked,  this  coun- 
try must  defend  her ;  but  if  she  at- 
tacked, as  in  all  defensive  alliances, 
no  socfa  obligation  existed. 

Lord  HoUand  then  withdrew  bis 
motion. 

I'he  Marquis  of  Lansdanm  re- 
quested that  papers  relating  to  the 
slave-trade  and  to  the  Austrian  loan 
might  becommunicated  to  the  house. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that 
with  respect  to  the  slave-trade, 
though  he  had  not  thought  it  right 
to  intermingle  the  papers  with  those 
already  on  the  table,  yet  there  was 
no  objection^  and  it  was  always  the 
intention  of  his  Majesty's  govem- 


uient,  to  lay  the  wlR>le  of  the  negoti-' 
ations  on  that  subject,  either  at  Ve- 
rona or  elsewhere,  before  Parlia* 
ment.  With  regard  to  the  Austrian 
loan,  when  the  questions  were  put 
to  him  by  thd  noble  marquis  oppo*> 
site,  he  (the  Earl  of  Liverpool)  bad 
stated  that  a  negotiation  was  in  con^ 
siderable  forwanlness,  and  that  the 
principle  with  respect  to  the  com- 
piiomise  had  been  agreed  to.  That 
was  what  he  had  then  stated ;  and 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
arrangement  would  have  been  com* 
pleted  if  it  had  not  been  for  some 
circumstances  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment — ^he  meant  circumstances  af- 
fecting the  public  funds  of  most  of 
the  countries  of  Europe^ 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  called  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  the  gene* 
rally  inefficient  stateof  the  navy  ia 
time  of  peace,  and  thought  it  right 
to  be  always  prepared  for  immediate 
war.  His  lordship  moved  for  a 
return  of  the  guard-ships  in  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with 
their  respective  complements  of 
men  and  guns. 

AA»r  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Melville^  the  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  Jpril  522. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against  the 
coal  duty — for  parliamentary  re« 
form  :  one  of  these  was  signed  by 
17,000  names,  and  was  380  feet 
long-*against  the  new  beer  bill-— 
the  slave-trade--the  Irish  union 
duties. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  rose  to  bring 
forward  his  motion  relative  to  the 
Dublin  grand  jury.  After  stating 
at  length  his  reasons  for  moving  an 
inquiry,  be  concluded  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

''  That  the  statement  made  by 
the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland, 

in 
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in  hifl  place,  on  tba  l^tb  of  April, 
respecting  the  proceedings  oo  tke 
trial  of  James  Forbes,  WiUiaoi  Gra- 
ham, Matthew  Haodwidi,  and 
Heory  Handwich,  renders  it  incum* 
bent  on  this  house  to  institute  a 
strict  ejcamination  into  the  conduct 
of  the  sheriffs/' 

The  discussion  occupied  the 
house  until  a  very  late  hour,  when 
the  motion  was  carried  by  219 
against  186. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  diq>osed  of. — ^Adjourned. 

House  ofLardSf  April  i4t. — Mr* 
WaUacey  Mr,  Brogden,  and  others, 
brought  up  seveiul  bills  from  the 
Commons,  which  were  read  a  first 
tune.  Among  them  was  the  ware- 
housing bill. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford  against  the  Catholic 
claims. 

Lord  StiJjMd  presented,  a  petition 
from  Norfolk,  complaining  of  agri- 
cultural distress. 

The  Marqu%$  of  Bute  wished  to 
be  informed  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  his  Maje8ty*8  ministers 
to  apply  any  part  of  the  sum  granted 
for  building  churches  to  the  building 
of  additional  churcbes  in  Scotland. 

Lord  Melville  intimated  that  the 
subject  had  not  escaped  the  atten- 
tion of  government,  and  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  propose  the  appro- 
priation of  a  aum  to  the  building  of 
additional  churches  in  certain  pa- 
rishes  in  Scotland. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown 
availed  himself  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity which  occurred  to  him,  of 
stating  a  circumstance  of  great  im- 
portance relative  to  Ireland,  which 
had  just  come  to  his  knowledge. 
He  had  heard  that  the  hierarchy  of 
Ireland  bad  determined  to  petition 
the  twohou^esof  parliament  against 


the  comqiotation  of  ttibes.  He 
should  be  glad  to  know  when  it  w^ 
intended  to  agitate  this  question. 
He  was  aware  that  it  was  not  at  all 
necessary  to  give  notice  of  the  time 
when  a  petition  was  to  be  presented  ; 
but  when  the  subject  was  ooe  of 
such  great  importance,  he  thought 
a  departure  from  the  usual  course 
would  be  proper.  He  was  him- 
self intrusted  with  a  petition  oo 
the  same  subject,  and  would  wish, 
if  it  were  convenient,  to  submit  it 
to  their  lordships  on  the  same  day 
that  the  other  might  be  presented. 

Lord  Elknborough  made  his  pro- 
mised motion  upon  the  papers  laid 
before  parliament.  His  lordship 
went  into  their  detail  at  great  length, 
and  concluded  by  moving, 

''  That  an  address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  offering  lo  his  Ma- 
jesty our  humble  thinks  for  the 
communication  his  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  make  to  this 
house  of  certain  papers  relating  to 
.  the  late  negotiations  at  Verona,  i'a- 
ris,  and  Madrid. 

*^  To  express  our  deep  regret  that 
the  desire  manifested  by  his  Ma- 
jesty for  the  preservation  of 
peace  between  France  and  Spain 
has  proved  ineffectual. 

''  At  the  same  time  to  represent  to 
bis  Majesty  that  the  course  of  ne- 
gotiation pursued  hy  his  Majesty's 
ministers  was  not  in  our  judgment 
calculated  to  support  the  honourand 
just  interests  of  the  Britbh  people, 
or  to  afford  any  reasonable  expecta-f 
tion  of  averting  the  war  which  is 
now  commenced. 

"  To  state  to  his  Majesty  tiiat 
we  have  learnt  with  just  indigna- 
tion that  the  French  King,  regard- 
less of  all  such  representations  as 
may  have  been  niade  to  him  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty,  and  no 
less  forgetful  of  the  powerfui  assist- 
ance 
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anoe  which  had  so  lately  contri- 
buted to  his  restoration,  than  of  that 
right  which  all  nations  possess  to 
regulate  for  themselves  the  inter- 
nal institations  of  their  govern- 
ments, has  proceeded  to  make  an 
unprovoked  and  unjustifiable  at-' 
tack  on  Spain,  the  preservation  of 
whoee  independence  has  been  at 
all  times,  and  is  for  the  most  ob- 
vious reasons  more  especially  at 
present,  an  essential  object  of  Bri- 
tish policy,  as  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  his  Majesty's  oldest  and 
most  faithful  ally,  and  to  the 
security  of  his  Majesty's  domi- 
nions. 

**  To  acquaint  his  Majesty  that 
we  most  highly  disapprove  of  the 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
in  having,  for  the  sake  and  at  the 
desire  of  France,  suggested  to  the 
Spanish  people  the  expediency  of 
making  alterations  in  their  constitu- 
tion similar  to  those  which  France 
proposed  as  the  alternative  of  hos- 
tilities, even  without  having  re- 
ceived any  positive  assurance  that 
snch  concession  on  the  part  of 
Spain  would  secure  her  from  fur« 
ther  interference  in  her  internal 
affairs;  and  in  having  shown 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
late  negotiations  more  solicitude  to 
save  the  French  government  from 
disgrace  and  danger  than  to  main- 
tain the  interssts  of  Spain,  which 
mast  have  been  endangered  by  the 
slightest  concession  on  the  demand 
of  a  foreign  power,  and  under  the 
menace  of  a  foreign  war  as  the  pe- 
nalty of  her  refusal. 

**  To  represent  to  his  Majesty, 
that  on  a  review  of  the  whole  con- 
duct of  the  French  government 
during  the  late  transactions,  we  can 
place  no  reliance  on  their  disavowal 
of  all  views  of  ambition  and  ag- 
grandizement, or  on  their  assurances 


that  they  will  respect  the  indepen* 
dence  of  Portugal. 

'^  To  assure  his  Majesty,  that 
when  we  reflect  that  the  successful 
assertion  of  the  principle  now  acted 
upon  by  France  would  endanger  the 
security  of  every  constitutional  go- 
vernment, and  that  its  immediate 
consequence  must  be  the  re-est»- 
blishment  of  that  ascendancy  over 
Spain,  which  it  has  been  at  all 
times  the  undoubted  object  of 
France  to  acquire,  we  cannot  hesi- 
tate to  express  the  most  ardent 
wishes  for  the  triumph  of  the  Spa- 
nish nation  in  the  just  and  honour- 
able conflict  in  which  it  is  engaged* 

**  To  declare  to  his  Majesty  Uiat 
in  the  opinion  of  this  house  a  more 
prompt,  decisive,  and  unequivocal 
policy  would,  under  all  the  circum-* 
stances  of  France  and  of  Europe 
have  afforded  the  best  hopes  of  pr^ 
venting  the  commencement  of  a 
war,  in  which  we  cannot  but  ap^ 
prehend  that  increasing  dangere 
may  at  no  remote  period,  and  un- 
der circumstances  of  accumulated 
difliculty,  compel  this  country  to 
engage." 

Lord  Harrowby  defended  the  con- 
duct of  ministers;  Lord  Holland 
took  the  opposite  part.  After  which 
Lord  Granville  moved  an  amend- 
ment. The  amendment,  in  sub- 
stance, assured  his  Majesty  of  the 
entire  concurrence  of  that  house 
in  the  measures  that  had  been  pur- 
sued by  his  Majesty's  mimsters; 
acknowledged  their  lordships'  sense 
of  his  Majesty's  endeavours  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  Europe ;  ex- 
pressed their  regret  to  find  that 
those  endeavours  had  failed  of  their 
effect;  and  their  satisfaction  that 
his  Majesty  had  not  consented  to 
become  a  party  to  a  war  in  which 
neither  the  interests  nor  the  ho- 
nour of  the  country  were  involved : 

it 
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it  declared  tbeir  lordships*  assent 
to  the  principles  laid  down  in  those 
papers  generally,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  been  acted  upon 
in  the  particular  case  of  Spain. 
The  address  concluded  by  de- 
claring their  lordships'  belief  that 
it  was  our  policy  to  preserve  peace; 
and  tbeir  assurance,  at  the  same 
time,  that  at  all  times  they  would 
be  perfectly  ready  to  support  his 
Majesty  in  any  measures  that 
might  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  national  faith, 
the  just  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people. 

Afterwards,  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham,  the  JEarl  of  Aberdeen^  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  spoke  in  favour  of  mi* 
nisters;  and  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
Earl  Grey,  the  Marquis  of  Lans- 
dawn.  Lord  Alvanley,  against  them. 
The  discussion  was  continued  to  a 
very  late  hour, — half- past  two 
o'clock,  when  the  house  divided — 
For  the  amendment,  142 — Against 
it,  48. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  April  24. — 
Mr,  Canning  appeared  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  and  presented 
some  papers  by  order  of  his  Ma- 
jesty. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  Southwark  court  of  requests 
Inll  —  the  Holyhead  and  Uowth 
harbours  bill — the  Portsmouth  fish- 
ery bill — ^for  parliamentary  reform 
-*— for  alteration  in  the  game  laws — 
upon  agricultural  distress — against 
the  duty  on  coals — the  duty  on 
barilla. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr»  Atfwood, 
an  account  was  ordered  of  the 
prices  of  bar-iron,  copper  sheath- 
ing, bolts,  &c.,  contracted  for  by 
the  Navy  Board  since  1819.  A 
similar  account  was  ordered  regard- 


ing contracts  entered  into  by  the 
Board  of  Ordnance. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  moved  that  the 
order  for  the  attendance  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Dublin  be  discharged. 

Mr,  Brougham  approved  of  the 
course  about  to  be  pursued:  to* 
morrow  the  inquiry  could  not  be 
commenced  with  any  regard  either 
to  regularity  or  justice.  The  only 
witness  at  present  summoned  was 
the  sheriff  of  Dublin,  and  he  was 
a  party  concerned,  and  could  not, 
at  present  at  least,  be  examined. 
The  sheriff  might  be  heard  at  any 
time  he  thought  it  expedient :  but 
in  the  mean  time  it  became  the 
house  to  act  with  regularity,  and 
in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain 
whether  any  charges  should  be 
brought  forward  by  adducing  the 
evidence. 

The  order  was  then  discharged, 
and  postponed  until  to-morrow 
se'nnight 

Sir  F.  Burdett  moved  that  the 
following,  among  other  witnesses, 
be  summoned;  their  names  were 
contained  in  a  list  handed  to  iiioi 
by  Mr.  Plunket:— R.  Fletcher, 
B.  Smith,  W.  Graham,  G.  Atkina, 
J.  M'Connel,  D.  Smith,  J.  Atkins, 
H.  Cooper,  H.  Noble,  F.  Gould. 

It  was  ordered  that  they  attend 
the  house  on  this  day  se'nnight. 
It  was  also  ordered  that  the  panels 
of  grand  juries  of  1822  and  1823 
be  laid  before  the  house,  and  that 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  do  attend 
with  them. 

Lord  John  Russell  brought  for- 
ward his  annual  motion  for  parlia- 
mentary reform,  which  was  se- 
conded by  Lord  Normanby,  but  lost 
by  280  against  169. 

Hquse  of  Lords,  April  25. — Sir 

W,  Marwell^  Lord  Stanley,  and  Mr* 

Cuncen,  accompanied   by   several 

other  members  of  the  House  of 

Commons, 
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Commous,  brought  op  a  namber  of 
private  billsy  which  were  read  the 
fint  time. 

A  person  from  the  trustees  of 
Liverpool  Docks  preseated  the  an- 
nual account  of  their  receipts  and 
disbursements. 

Petitions  were  presented  for  the 
repeal  of  the  coal  duties — for  a  law 
for  the  recovery  of  small  debts — 
against  the  Union  duties — from  the 
cotton-weavers  of  Manchester,  com- 
plaining of  the  distress  occasioned 
by  the  use  of  machinery — against 
the  duties  on  leather — against  the 
game  laws^-for  a  commuiation  of 
tithes. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  as  respected  ap- 
peals in  that  house. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  named :  in  the  list, 
amongst  others,  were  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
Lord  Redesdale,  Lord  Colchester, 
Lord  Kenyon,  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdowui  Lord  Cawdor,  and  Lord 
Bexley. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  for- 
warded one  stage. 

The  Duke  of  Montrose  presented 
papers  by  his  Majesty's  command. 
— Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  April  25. — 
Lord  Cranbome  brought  in  a  bill 
to  legalize  the  sale  of  game. — It 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Sir  G:  Clerk  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
weights  and  measures  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
tirae« 

Sir  G,  Clerk  said,  that  he  had 
been  desired  by  an  honourable 
member  for  Loudon,  to  introduce 
a  clause  into  the  bill,  to  save  the 
right  of  gauging  to  the  city  of  Lou- 


don. He  did  not  himself  think  it 
necessary,  but  he  had  no  objection 
to  introduce  it  to  satisfy  the  fears 
of  the  worthy  alderman  opposite 
(Wood). 

The  clause  was  agreed  to,  after 
a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Alderman 
Wood. 

I'he  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  report  of  the  grand  jury 
presentments  (Ireland)  bill  was  re 
ceived. 

The  masters  and  apprentices  bill 
w&s  read  a  second  time. — Com- 
mitted for  Monday  se'nnight 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  moved  for  copies 
of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hutchinson  to 
the  commissioners,  respecting  the 
diet  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  the 
report  on  the  death  of  Mary  Bren- 
ton.  He  prefaced  the  motion  with 
various  recitals  respecting  the  treat- 
ment of  the  inmates  of  that  esta« 
blishment. 

A  long  conversation  then  ensued, 
in  the  course  of  which,  Mr.  Holford 
vindicated  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  stated  the  readiness 
with  which  they  had  applied  to 
proper  medical  persons,  as  soon  as 
any  doubts  had  been  entertained 
respecting  the  nature  of  the  disease 
with  which  the  prisoners  were 
afflicted. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke  complained  of 
the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Copland  Hut- 
chinson, the  medical  attendant  of 
the  establishment. 
.  Alderman  Wood  expressed  his 
opinion  that  the  swampy  nature  of 
the  ground  on  which  the  Peniten- 
tiary was  built,  was  one  great  cause 
of  the  mortality  that  prevailed 
there;  and  be  contrasted  the  healthy 
state  of  other  prisons  during  the 
last  winter,  with  the  disease  which 
raged  in  the  Penitentiary,  as  a  proof 
that  the  cold  was  not  the  cause  of 
the  distemper. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Peel  read  an  extract  from 
tb«  report  to  show  that  the  medical 
geotiemen  did  iK>t  attribute  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  disease  to  the  situa' 
tion  on  which  the  prison  was  built. 

After  a  few  words  from  Aldeiman 
Wood  and.  Mr. .  Monck^  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

It  was  then  read,  and  its  several 
clauses  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com-^ 
mittee  upon  the  Irish  militia  reduc* 
tion  bill. 

In  the  committee,  Mr.  Skeffing^ 
ton  proposed  an  additional  clause, 
which  was  "agreed  to.  The  house 
then  resumed,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Mon- 
day next  The  Union  duties  bill 
went  through  a  committee.  In 
answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr* 
S.  Rice,  Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  stat* 
6df  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
continue  the  protecting  duties  to 
Irish  blanketing,  if  it  should  be 
found  to  come  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  drapery. 

The  house  resumed.  •--Report  on 
Monday. 

CoUmel  Earry  stated  that  he  held 
in  his  hand  a  list  of  witnesses  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  summon 
•n  the  approaching  investigation 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Dublin ;  but  some  of  tliem  were  so 
poQr>  that  unless  pecuniary  assist- 
iAce  were  afforded  them,  it  would 
not  be  in  their  power  to  attend  the 
house. 

Mr.  Gouibum  said,  he  believed 
there  was  no  example  of  any  ad- 
vances being  made  in  the  first  in- 
stance. The  house  had  the  power 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  per- 
sons, at  whatever  inconvenience : 
he  was  not,  therefore,  prepared  to 
say  that  in  this  case  a  contrary  pre- 
cedent should  be  established. 


.  After  a  few  words  from  Sir  J. 
Newport  and  Mr.  Daly^  the  moti«o 
was  agreed  to,  and  the. witnesses 
ordered  to  attend  the  house  on  Mon- 
day the  5  th  of  May  next. 

The  panel  of  the  Dublin  grand 
jury  was  also  ordered  to  be  laid 
before  the  house  on  the  same  day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House. of  LordSf  April  28.— 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act — the 
mariiage  act — for  protecting  du- 
ties on  the  products  of  the  soB— - 
upon  agricultural  distress — for  the 
Catholic  claims. 

Lord  CaUhorpe  moved  for  re- 
ports of  the  committee  of  the  Com* 
mons  upon  the  sul^ect  of  the  game 
laws.  The  naval  and  military  pen- 
sion bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed.  —  The  ImIIs  on  the  table 
were  forwarded  one  stage. — Ad*> 
journed. 

House  of  Commons^  April  28.— 
General  Gascoyne  postponed  till  the 
6  th  of  May  his  motion  regarding 
half-pay  officers. 

The  quorum  magistrates  bill  went 
through  a  committee«-^-Report  on 
Friday. 

Mr.  Hvme  postponed  until  the 
27th  of  May  his  motion  regarding 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume^ 
returns  were  ordered  of  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  employed  in  the 
whale  fisheries  during  the  last  ten 
years,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 
22.056i.  expended  in  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  department  for  plate 
for  foreign  ambassadors  and  go- 
vernors, had  been  laid  out. 

Mr.  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  a  surveyor  of  taxes,  named 
White,  complaining  that  he  had 

been 
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been  diemiseed,  witiioat  due  canise, 
irom  his  employment*  Mr.  White* 
the  hon,  gentleman  said,  bad 
been  a  poblic  servant  twenty-nine 
years ;  nine  yean  as  a  confidential 
messenger  to  the  late  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  the  rest  of  the  time  as  a  col- 
leetor  of  taxes.  He  was  now, 
without  haying  committed  any  of- 
fence, and  merely  upon  the  strength 
of  an  anonymous  letter,  written  to 
the  board  of  taxes  against  him,  de- 
prived of  his  office,  and  consequent- 
ly of  his  livelihood.  This  sentence 
of  the  board  of  taxes  had  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Treasury  ;  no  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  him  of  making 
his  defence.  The  truth  was,  that 
Mr.  White  had  made  himself  un- 
popular by  detecting  and  exposing 
certain  frauds  in  the  collection  of 
the  land-tax  which  had  taken  place 
within  his  division.  The  existence 
of  those  frauds  was  fully  demon- 
strated by  papers  which  were  lying 
upon  the  table  of  the  house,  and 
which  were  open  to  the  inspection 
of  members;  but  the  discovery  of 
them  was  thus,  in  an  underhand 
way,  to  be  visited  upon  the  peti- 
tioner. He  should  hereafter  move 
for  papers  upon  the  subject  of  the 
peculations  to  which  he  bad  refer- 
red, and  for  a  committee  to  take 
tiie  matter  fully  into  consideration. 

^  W,  de  Crespigny  supported 
the  petition. 

JMfr.  Lufhington  declared  that 
the  credulity  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Aberdeen  had  been  imposed 
upon.  The  petitioner  had  been 
dismissed  upon  the  fullest  inquiry^ 
with  means  of  defence  allowed 
him,  and  in  despite  of  a  feeling  en- 
tertained in  his  favour  on  account 
of  his  long  services.  The  offence 
which  had  made  his  dismissal 
absolutely  necessary  was  this:— 


Being  himself  a  surveyor  of  taxes^ 
he  had  made  a  return  contrary  to 
law  as  to  the  windows  of  the  house 
which  be  occupied. 

Mr.  Hume  was  prepared  to  meet 
the  whole  complaint  against  the 
petitioner.  The  act  which  was  to 
be  construed  into  a  fraudulent  re- 
turn, was  only  that  he  bad  stopped 
up  some  windows  in  his  bouse 
with  wood -work  instead  of  filling 
them  with  brick.  This  was  not  an 
offence  to  dismiss  a  man  for,  after 
twenty-nine  years'  service.  The 
real  offence  was.  the  petitioner's 
having  exposed  the  fmuds. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
pnuted. 

Mr.  Curxoen  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Captain  Manby,  praying 
for  some  compensation  for  the 
trouble  and  expense  he  had  incur- 
red in  improvements  on  the  means 
of  preserving  persons  in  danger 
from  drowning. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  leather-tax — the  duty  on  coals 
— the  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Serjeant  OnsUno  brought  in 
a  bill  to  alter  the  laws  respectiug 
usury,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  J.  William  thought  that 
the  state  of  the  courts  of  equity 
was  such  as  to  require  deliberation 
as  speedily  as  possible  ;  be  there- 
fore gave  notice  that  be  would  on 
Wednesday  se'nnigbt  move  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  whether  or 
not  some  alterations  were  neces- 
sary in  thejurisdictions  of  equity. 

Mr.  Bankes  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  move  in  the  next  committee 
of  supply,  for  the  estimate  of  the 
expenses  for  the  British  Museum. 

A  message  from  the  Lords,  re- 
quested a  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on.  the  game,  laws.;  to 
which-the  house  replied,  that  they 
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would    cominonicate     with    their 
Lordships  by  a  messenger  of  their 


Mn  NoUm  postponed  bis  motion 
on  the  poor  laws  till  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Macdonald  rose  upon  the 
subject  of  foreign  affairs*  He 
thought  it  became  the  people  of 
England  to  express  their  sentiments 
then  in  a  fearless  manner.  The 
allies  meant  nothing  but  destruction 
to  liberty,  and  from  them  we  had 
most  to  fear.  Spain  was  not  so 
much  divided  into  parties  as  had 
been  represented ;  and  in  that  coun-* 
try  and  this,  the  utmost  unanimity 
had  ever  prevailed  when  war  was 
carried  on  for  the  protection  of  its 
Ubenies  against  France.  The  hon. 
gent,  then  went  into  detail  upon 
the  correspondence  with  Russia, 
the  negotiations  at  Verona,  and 
those  at  Madrid,  upon  each  of 
which  he  animadverted.  Whatever 
might  be  the  contempt,  and  it  was 
great,  which  he  felt  for  the  Freuch 
ministers,  he  could  not  charge 
them  with  duplicity  towards  this 
country.  Towards  Portugal,  in- 
deed, they  had  been  guilty  of  the 
grossest  duplicity ;  but  our  minis- 
ters had  deceived  themselves. — 
Could  any  one  observe  the  quiz- 
sing,  the  persiflage^  which  pervaded 
those  papers,  and  doubt  what  was 
the  intention  of  the  French  minis^ 
ters  from  the  first?  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  affected  to 
think,  that  the  apprehensions  of  the 
Portuguese  might  be  allayed,  and 
that  the  ambitious  projects  oif  the 
French  would  not  be  carried  into 
effect  with  respect  to  that  country. 
He  knew  not,  however,  on  what 
ground  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  told  the  house,  that  if  France 
succeeded,  the  goviemmeot  would 
still  be  administered  in  the  person 
«f  Ferdinand.    He  did  not  coincide 


in  that  opinion.    The  house  nnnst 
reoollect  that  when  Joseph  Bona« 
parte  was  King  of  Spain,  and  an 
absolute  monarch  too,  his  brother 
Napoleon,  on  account  of  the  ties  of 
consanguinity,   made  a  survey  of 
that    country,    and    rendered    it 
wholly     dependent     on     France. 
What  was  to   prevent    a  similar 
proceeding  now }     Would  not  the 
fleets  and   resources  of   Spain  be 
under  the  control  of  France,  and 
could  any  person  doubt  that  France 
would  make  use  of  them  ?    The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  stated,  that 
the  possession  of  tlie  Spanish  ter- 
ritory would  be  useless  to  France^ 
now  that  Spain  had  lost  her  exten-< 
sive  commerce.     But  did  the  right 
hon.  geot.  mean  to  contend,  that 
the  possession  of  a  line  of  coast, 
from  Holland  to  Gibraltar,  and  up 
the  Straits,  until  they  come  to  that 
part  which  was  tmder  the  Austrias 
protection,  was  a  matter  of  no  im- 
portance ?    Why,  only  a  few  nigbtn 
ago,  an   honourable  member  had 
made   the  horrible    declaration  in 
that  house,  that  5,000,000  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  were  ready  to  de- 
stroy the  extremely  small  minority 
of  their  fellow-countrymen,  and  to 
unite    themselves  with    a  foreign 
power.    This  stood  uncontradicted. 
Now,  if  France  were  possessed  of 
the  whole  Coast  of  Spain,  would  not 
she  possess  a  fair  opportunity  for 
fomenting    those     dissensions  ?— 
What,  he  should  be  gUd  to  know, 
would  prevent  those  crusaders  from 
acting  against    this    country,    by 
assisting     those     who    were    de- 
scribed to  be  disaffected  in  Ireland  ? 
I'hey  had  no  security  whatsoever 
that  France  would  not  so  proceed. 
Let   the    coquetting    of   ministers 
with  the  tyrants  and  despots  of  Eu- 
rope be  what  it  might,  the  hatred 
they  bore  to  this  country  was  in- 
curable 
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curable  aod   implacable.      I'hose 
tyraDts.  said,    by    their,  conduct, 
*'  Wait  only   till  we  have  subju- 
gated   Spain— wait    only   till   we 
have  closed  tbe  doors  of  tboee  ler 
gialative    assemblies    which    have 
been  formed  in  such  of  the  German 
states,  tbe  princes  of  which  have 
dared  to  redeem  ihe  pledge  which 
they  gave  when    they    promised 
their  people  a  free  constitution — 
wait  only  till  Austria  is  in  posses- 
sion  of  all  Italy* — wait  only   till 
France  has  trampled  Spain  under 
her  feet — wait  only  .till  the  Rus- 
sian  flag    floats  on   the    Darda- 
nelles .and    in    the    Mprea,    and 
then,   proud  islanders,  your  time 
will  come."   He  was  sorry  to  have 
been  compelled  to.  trespass  so  long 
on  their  attention ;  but  the  subject 
was   a   most  important  one,  and 
called   for  the   most  serious  con- 
sideration.     What  would  be   the 
issue  pf  tliis  tremendous  struggle 
which  w:as  to  decide  whether  Eu- 
rope was  to  become  on^  vast  mili- 
tary despotism,  bafiQed  human. fore- 
sight   and  human  calculation.     It 
might    be  that  the  crime  which 
Buonaparte,  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
power»  had  failed  to  effect,  a  Bour- 
bon, surrounded  by  bigots,  would 
be  able  to  accomplish.     But  if  it 
were  80»  tbe  responsibility  rested 
on  the  heads  of  the  British  minis- 
try,   lie  hop^  in  God  that  France 
might  fail  in  her. attempt.     Still, 
howevar,  the  event  was  doubtful, 
and  sha  might  succeed. 


-**  Muld 


«  Cwnoiittnm  eadOB  dtveno  crioiioa  (iito, 
^  llle  crucem  pretium  scelerts,  tulit  hie  dia- 
dufra." 

Whatever  might  be.  the  issue,  be 
called  on  tbat  house  to  do  its  duty 
this  night,  by  stating  to  his  Ma- 
jesty in  an  bumble  address,  that 
^i«  ministers  had  not  performed 
.    1823. 


tbeir's.     The  motion  he    should 
propose  would  be — 

''  That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  inform 
his  Majesty  that  this  house  has 
taken  into  its  moat  serious  con- 
sideration the  papers  relating  to 
the  late  negotiation,  which  have 
been  laid  before  them  by  his  Ma** 
jesty's  gracious  command. 

"  To  represent  to  his  Majesty, 
that  the  disappointment  of  his 
Majesty's  benevolent  solicitude  to 
preserve  general  peace,  appears  to 
this  house  to  have,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, arisen  fn)m  the  failure  of  hif 
ministers  to  make  the  most  ear« 
nest,  vigorous,  and  solemn  protest 
against  the  pretended  right  of  the 
sovereigns^  assembled  at  Verona, 
to  make  war  on  Spain  on  account 
of  her  political  institutions;  as 
well  as  against  the  subsequent  pre- 
tension of  the  French  government 
to  deny  that  nations  can  lawfully 
enjoy  any  civil  privileges  but  from 
the  spontaneous  grant  of  their 
kings  —  principles  destructive  of 
the  rights  of  all  independent  states 
— which  strike  at  the  root  of  the 
British  constitution,  and  are  sub- 
versive of  his  Majesty's  legitimate 
title  to  the  throne. 

'*  Farther,  to  declare  tp  his  Ma- 
jesty, the  surprise  and  sorrow  with 
which  this  house  has  observed  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  should  have 
advised  the  Spanish  government, 
while  so  unwarrantably  menaced, 
to  alter  their  constitution  in  the 
hope  of  averting  invasion ;  a  con- 
cession which  alone  would  have 
involved  the  total  sacrifice  of  na- 
tional independence;  and  which 
was  not  even  palliated  by  an  assu- 
rance, from  France,  that,  on  re- 
ceiving so  dishonourable  a  submis- 
sion, she  would  Resist  from  her 
unprovoked  aggression; 

M  "  Finally, 
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^  FiDally,  to  represent  to  biB 
Majesty,  ^at,  in  the  judgtnent  of 
this  house,  a  tone  of  more  digni6ed 
remonstrance  would  have  been  bet*- 
ter  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  Continent,  and  thereby  to 
secure  this  nation  more  e^tually 
from  the  hazard  of  being  involved 
in  the  calamities  of  war." 

Mr.  S,  Wortley  said,  the  true 
question  was,  whether  upon  the 
whole  ministers  had  not  acted 
wisely  iu  preferring  neutrality  to 
remonstrance,  and  supporting  that 
remonstrance  by  force.  In  his  opi- 
nion, they  had ;  he  therefore  mov- 
ed the  following  amendment. 

(After  thanks  for  communication, 
as  in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  ori- 
ginal motion,) 

^*  To  assure  his  Majesty  of  our 
entire  concurrence  in  the  principles 
which  his  Majesty  has  repeatedly 
declared,  with  respect  to  interfe- 
rence in  the  internal  concerns  of 
independent  nations,  and  in  his 
Majesty's  just  application  of  those 
principles,  in  the  course  of  the 
late  negotiations,  to  the  case  of 
Spain. 

*^  To  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
his  Majesty's  earnest  and  unwea- 
ried endeavours  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  Europe. 

^  To  express  our  deep  regret  that 
those  endeavours  have  proved  una- 
vailing ;  and  while  we  rejoice  that 
his  Majesty  has  not  ^Mcome  party 
to  a  war  in  which  niether  honour, 
ttor  treaty,  nor  the  welfare  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions  required  his 
Majesty  to  engage,  to  assure  his 
Majesty  that,  highly  as  we  esti- 
mate the  advantagest>f  peace,  par- 
ticularly at  the  present  moment, 
we  shcJl  be  at  all  times  ready  to 
afford  to  his  Majesty  our  most  zea- 
lous and  affectionate  support,  in  any 
measures  which  his  Majesty  may 


find  necessary,  to  fotHl  the  obii* 
gations  of  national  fiBiith>  to  vindi- 
cate the  dignity  of  his  crown,  or  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of 
bis  peeple." 

Afterwards  Mr.  Hobkamtf  Sir 
W.De  Cresptgnyt  Mr.  Wilber fierce 
and  other  members,  spoke  at  great 
length,  most  of  whom  gave  their 
opinion  in  favour  of  neutrality,  but 
that  ministers  hsd  not  made  re- 
monstrances sufficiently  strong. 

The  debate  was  adjourned  a€ 
twelve  o'clock,  until  to-morrow. 

House  of  LordSf  April  29. — A 
person  from  the  office  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  Margate  pier  presented 
their  annual  accounts. 

Mr.Davies  Gilbert,  accompanied 
by  several  other  members  of -the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up 
the  weights  and  measures,  and  se* 
veral  private  bills. 

Lord  Rolle  presented  a  petition 
from  Oakbampton,  against  the  du- 
ties on  coals  carried  coastways. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
ClarCy  it  was  ordered  that  the  Com- 
mons be  requested  to  communicate 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  last  session, 
of  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
petitions  from  the  city  of  Limerick. ' 
— ^Adjoumed. 

Home  of  Commons,  April  29.—^ 
Petitions  were  presented  upon  tbe 
subject  of  agricultural  distress'— 
against  the  leatiier  tax— tbe  duty 
on  coals — for  a  duty  on  the  iin- 
portation  of  foreign  flaxen  yam— *- 
against  the  duty  on  stone  carried 
coastwise. 

Mr,  Creevey  gave  notice,  that  on 
the  22d  May,  he  should  bring  for- 
ward a  motion  upon  tbe  subject  of 
the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  duties 
in  the  Leeward  Islands. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  after  ohservin|( 

upon  the  propriety  of  facilitatinfp 

and  improving  the  communication 

between 
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Miwen  Swdfuad  and  the  other 
parte  of  the  united  kingdom,  moved 
for  a  committee  to  examine  into 
the  cooctition  of  the  line  of  ro«d 
Aoin  Glasgow  to  Port  Patriek. 

Sir  John  Newport  moved  that 
Sir  A.  Bradley  King  and  William 
Stothard  be  requij^  to  attend  the 
honse  on  Mondaqr  next. — Ordered^ 

Sir  George  flill  moved  for  iwih* 
que  returne  connected  with  the 
Jinep  tcede  of  Iceland,  which  wej^e 
ordered*  .     . 

.  Mr*  Hume  moved  for'  copi^  of 
all  correspondence  which  bad  paaer 
#d  hetw^ep  Mr.  George  .White  and 
iha  Board  of  TiuceB,  and  the  Lords 
of  the  TrefUBury,  respecting  frauds 
on  the  revenue. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchej^er 
did  not  object  \o  tbe.prpdM<;ti(^  of 
the  papi^,  ejQe^pt,the  honourable 
member  b^  it  in  cont^mplfitiim  to 
i;rfnnid  anj.charge  agaipst  the  go- 
vensmeDt  upon  th^tp^  oaaccuimt 
i»fthedismJ88^>pof  Mr.White.  In 
the  latter  case,  he  must  pl^ect,  be* 
cause  the  cooArol  of  the  public  i^r- 
vaote  must  be  left  with  the  beads 
of  the  departrn^nte,  jand  nqtbing 
could  be  so  inconvenient  as  for  the 
housa  to  take  jupgn  \}fitV  to  judge 
of  the  circumstances  whiph  opgbi 
4ead  to  the  dismissal  of  those  per- 
sona who  were  engagjsd  IP  thie^  p«*h* 
lic.seryice« 

3fr*  ,Cakrqft  protested  against 
the  iloctriae  advanced  by  the  right 
honourable  gjeutlemapL 
I,.  Mr.Cwning  said  that  the  mo- 
.tioBg-as/be  perceived,  was  divided 
into  three  portions :  the  first  called 
for  fsorrMpondenoe  respecting  mal- 
versation or  frauds  committed  upon 
Jhp  re vefMie.  ,  F.or  that  series ,  the 
hoa..gen^  .wflmld  be.  fully  entitled 
^cali;.  but  not.  so  for  the  second 
.^nd  third,  which  respected  the  dis- 
missal of  the  individual  in  ques- 


^;  beeawse  that  WM  asaamisg 
that  the  dismissal  took  place,  upon 
gitMinds  vrhich  were  not  justifiable. 

The  p^ers  were  ordered  .fof  the 
first  motion. 

'  Ma  JETtff^e  moved  for  copies  of 
all  correspondence  which  had  paaa- 
ed  between  Mr.  Qeorge  White  and 
the  boards  before  mentioned*  oo»» 
leemiag  his  dismissal;  also  of  the' 
iporrespondence  whioh  took  place 
between  him  and  Joseph  Sabine, 
inspector  of  taxes,  upon  the  fore* 
going  subjects.  As  avt  inaianoa  laf 
the  malversatioQ  whirh  itwaa  his 
(design  to  bring  befove  the  viasr 
of thahoase,  they nigbt.take  this 
for  an  example: — Suppneuig' the 
jdiviaion  of  KenHO0tgxi«  which  was 
the  one  in  question,  to  be  rated  at 
(S^OQQ/.,  it  would  be  foupd that. the 
sums  raised  upon  that  division  wesa 
S^^QOLf  the  dliereace  beingi  most 
profusely  and  wantonly  divided  and 
^xpeaded  among.. thoae  conoerned 
in  the  cotlectiou«  He  calculated 
ibat  tha  people  of  England  lost  by 
this  course  no.  l$es..  a  sum  tbaa 
300,000/. 

Tbe ;  Chtmc0/im^ihe.  Efcheqwer 
explained.  .      . 

..  Jlfr.£fti«i<;  tber»  moved. for  othfar 
paperf  oonneoted  nvith  the  same 
aubject.  which,  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr,  ,lM9kuigtimi  -  laere  on- 
dered.   .  ..         .1 

>  Mr.  Hmm  moved  that  mtoiatt 
lof  the  assessments  on  tha  division 
of  Kensington  be  ordered  by  the 
house  to  ^  made>foiahwiih, — Or. 
dered. 

Mr»  G.  Benmet  postponed,  on  bi^ 
:half  of  Mr^  Western^  tha  motion  on 
cash  payments,  of  which  the  lattar 
gen'^emasb  had  given  notice,  tlU 
AVednesday  the  28th. 

Mi*  tViitmore  rM%  npon  thead- 

joumed  debate  of  F(M%ign  iUfcirs. 

He  thought  ministers  had  aoted 

M  2  indisereetljr 
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iadisereetly  in  actiog  undecidedly, 
and  tb^t  they  had  only  purchased 
present  tranquillity,  and  not  last- 
ing peace  ;  that  this  aggression  of 
France  was  the  first  step  of  attack 
upon  the  liberties  of  Europe.  He 
supported  the  address. 

Mr*  Curwen  thought  that  the 
country  generally  would  have  dis- 
approved  a  war,  but  he  wished 
that  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  had  been  more  forcibly 
expressed.  He  should  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

Mn  Robertson  thought  the  pre- 
sent peace  only  a  delusive  one,  and 
that  a  war  witii  France,  in  defence 
of  Spain,  would  not  injure  either 
the  manufacturing  or  agricultural 
interests. 

Mr.  J*  WilUams  was  in  favour 
of  more  determined  measures,  and 
that  England  should  not  have  re- 
mained neutral. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  had  we  stepped  forward  to 
assist  the  Spaniards,  it  would  have 
been  only  taking  the  tide  of  one 
part  of  the  country  against  the 
other ;  that  the  people  were  divided, 
a  dvil  war  raged,  and  the  monar- 
chy was  supported  by  the  pea- 
santry and  most  numerous  classes ; 
there  had  been  no  desire  upon 
the  part  of  this  government  to  with- 
hold the  blessing  of  liberty  finom 
Spain;  that  in  all  these  cases,  it 
is  the  interest  of  England  to  keep 
aloof  from  the  Continent ;  that  the 
principles  of  liberty  will  make 
their  own  way  in  spite  of  all  at- 
tempts upon  the  part  of  the  al- 
lied sovereigns  to  put  them  down ; 
that  the  increasing  intelligence  of 
the  age  will  do  ooore  than  any  thing 
else  in  advancing  them ;  that  at 
Verona,  ministers  adopted  that  line 
of  conduct  which  appeared  most 
likely  to  succeed,  which  was  not 
thrcatxir  remonstrance,  but  to  point 


out  to  the  powers  the  dangerous 
course  they  were  pursuing. 

Sir  J.  Macintosh  was  pleased 
to  hear  the  sentiments  of  execra- 
tion which  had  been  expressed 
throughout  the  country  upon  the 
subject  of  the  French  invasion,  and 
lamented  the  undecided  tone  of 
ministers;  that  the  union  of  the 
crowns  of  France  and  Spain  was  a 
consequence  to  be  feared  and  op- 
posed, and  that,  so  late  as  1779, 
these  powers  had  planned  an  inva- 
sion of  Ireland,  and  actually  ap- 
pointed a  regent. 

Mr,  Peei  said,  that  neither  the 
house,  nor  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, nor  the  faith  of  treaties,  nor 
the  voice  of  the  people,  required 
war. 

Afterwards,  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
and  some  other  members  spoke, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lurds^  April  30. — 
Lord  Cranbome  brought  up  from 
the  Commons  the  report  of  the  se- 
lect committee  on  the  game  laws. 
'  Mr.  Spring  Rice  brought  up  the 
Irish  charitable  loans  society's  bill, 
which  was  read  a  first  time;  also 
the.  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  local  taxation  of  the  city  of 
Limerick. 

The  warehousing  and  profane 
swearing  bills  went  through  a  com- 
'mittee,  and  were  reported  without 
any  amendments.  The  other  bills  on 
the  table  were  forwarded  one  stage. 

Lord  Cawdor  moved  for  papers 
respecting  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Wales,  and  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  make  a  motion 
on  the  subject  on  Tuesday  next. — 
Adjourned. 

House  o/CommonSf  April  80. — 
Petitions  were  presented  for  a  duty 
on  the  importation  of  yarn— ^igainst 
the  leather  tax — for  the  abolition 
of  slavery — against  the  coal  duty. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Spring 
Rice, 
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JR>cr»  a  return  was  ordered  of  the 
eommon  coandl  of  Dublin,  distin- 
guishing such  as  belonged  to  the 
guild  of  merchants :  also,  copies  of 
proclamations  by  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  Dublin,  regarding  dressing  the 
statue  of  King  William,  and  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  common  council 
relating  to  the  same.  It  was  also 
ordered  that  the  town  clerk  of 
Dublin  attend  the  house  on  Friday 
se'nnight. 

Mr,  H,  G,  Benntty  in  pursuance 
of  previous  notice,  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abo- 
lish punishment  by  whipping.  He 
ooDtended,  that  this  species  of  in- 
fliction was  neither  exemplary  nor 
reformatory :  it  was  one  of  the  last 
relics  of  barbarism,  and  it  was  high 
time  that  it  was  got  rid  of.  If  there 
existed  no  secondary  punishments 
for  minor  ofifences,  there  might  be 
some  reason  for  retaining  it ;  but 
the  secondary  punishment  of  hard 
labour  was  more  effeetual  in  every 
way ;  it  neither  brutaliified  nor  dis- 
graced the  criminal,  but  gave  him 
habits  of  industry,  or  at  least  show- 
ed him  what  industry  was,  and  its 
advantages.  The  hon.  gent,  chal- 
lenged any  man  to  produce  an  in- 
stance in  which  the  punishment  of 
whipping  had  done  any  thing  but 
mischief:  he  had  made  many  in? 
quiries,  and  nearly  all  persons  ad* 
mitted  it  to  be  a  positive  evil.  By 
returns  upon  the  table,  it  appeared 
that  no.  less  than  6,959  persons 
Imd  been  flogged  for  various  of- 
fences within  the  last  seven  years. 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
stating  some  objections  to  the  20th 
Geo.  II.,  which  enabled  a  single 
magistrate  to  commit  a  refractory 
servant  to  he  flogged;  he  had 
known  many  instances  where  the 
guilty  had  escaped,  because  ma- 
gistrates were  reluctaut  to  subject 
them  to  such  a  degradation. 


Mr.  CunpcH.  in  a  few  words  se- 
conded the  motion. 

jlfr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  asserted, 
from  his  own  experience,  that  many 
prisoners  at  the  Old  Bailey  would 
rather  submit  to  twelve  months* 
imprisonment,  than  suffer  a  iwhip- 
Piog.    . 

The  Attorney-general  was  aware 
that  any  person  opposing  the  mo- 
tion, must  subject  himself  to  the 
charge  of  inhumanity:  neverthe- 
less, he  felt  called  upon  to  say, 
that,  as  far  as  his  inquiries  had 
gone,  he  had  been  led  to  think  that 
whipping  was  a  very  salutary  pu- 
nishment. 

Mr.  Letmard  observed,  that  the 
principle  had  been  admitted  in  the 
abolition  of  the  practice  of  whipping 
females,  and  he  saw  every  reason 
for  carrying  it  farther.  It  was  a 
punishment  that  might  have  diflier- 
ent  effects  upon  diflerent  minds ; 
and  it  might  be  slight  or  severe, 
according  to  the  pleasure  of.  the 
executioner. 

Mr.  Dawson  saw  no  sufficient 
ground  for  the  motion,  and,  if  ne- 
cessary, he  would  take  the  sense  of 
the  house  upon  it.  Without  whip- 
pings magistrates  would  not  be 
able  to  compel  subordination  and 
discipline  in  prisons. 

Mn  Hobhouse  called  upon  the 
bon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  or  upon 
any  other  member,  to  show  any 
statute  by  which  magistrates  ^were 
anthoriz^  to  flog,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  up  the  discipline  of  pri- 
sons. Whipping  was  the  sentence 
of  a  court,  and,  he  believed,  could 
not  be  inflicted  without  it.  Most 
of  all  he  disapproved  of  private 
flogging,  since  all  the  beneflciat 
effect  of  example  was  lost  to  the 
public^  It  was  then  nothing  else 
but  torture,  which  was  totally  re? 
pugiiant.  to  the  spirit  of  the  English 
law.     Whipping,   whether  public 

or 
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6t  private,  destroyed  fhftt^  siftlf-re- 
spect  which  rendered  men  osefbl 
fVietribers  of  Yocietjr.'  In  the  rfavy 
be  VTBS  convirtbed  ihi^t  it  did  griMtt 
i^jaiy,  and  be  had  knbwn  an  in*- 
itanbe  of  the  fdiptainof  a  ship  -who 
vras  obliged  to  sleefi  with  armed 
sentries  at  his  cabinndoor,  because^ 
^'be  bim^elf  said,  all  bis  men 
Were  feo  hardened  by  frequent  flog- 
i^g,'tbat  they  were  prepared  for 
ttre  cbm mission  of  any  crime. 

Mr,  N.  Calvert  saw  no  reasott 
Wby,  if  flogging  were  abolished  in 
prisons,  it  should  iK)t  be  abolished 
\ii  schools.  If  it  were  true  that  it 
destroyed  all  self-respect^  be  woi 
iiurro'dhded  by  b6n.  gehtlemen  who 
i^oold  not  have  a  particle  of  it  re-> 
Ih^nihg,  'fronr  i^e  many -casti ga- 
llons they  bad  suffered  in  their 
^otitb* 

Mr.  S.  Bourne  ttgreed  that  the 
panibbment  of  whipping,  in  order 
to  be  salutary,  ougbt  to  be  public ; 
bat  objected  decidedly  to  the  total 
discontinuance  of  it.  He  thdught 
that  in  tbe  case  of  a  bardened  of- 
fender, it  was  often  attended  witb 
itiost  advantageous  effects* 
'  •  Mr.  J.  Smith  supported  the  mo- 
^n  upon  principle.  He  thougbt 
tbtft  tbe  flogging  at  pttblie  Sebools 
bdd  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  ques<^ 
ttob.'  Stfll^  tbe  practice  at  schools 
Vas  a  good  deal  changed  of  late; 
tbisre  was  not  so  mucb  flogging  in 
Cbdse  establisbments  f»  tiiere  bad 
fcrtberty  beeh. 

''  Mr,  Hohnt  Sumter '6]pfpowd  tbe 
bfR,"^  eind  bop«d  it  would  not  be 
bmb^ht  in.  At'  all*  stents,  he 
trusted  that  there  would  t>e  a  clause 
e^tin^ing  the  punisbment  as  it  re«« 
^rded  juvenile  offenders. 
'  St>  Isaac -CcffiU'^^dt^sLTed  that  in 
Tbie  wlide  courM  of  bis  naval  ex- 
perience be'  tiad  ne^er  beani  of 
kuth  a  case  )ftt  tbut  described  .by 


tlM  hoiv  member  for  Westminttiif. 
He  thougbt  it  impossible  tbat  tb« 
stHry-  could  be  well  fooaded.  He 
bad  himself  commainled  the; Met 
iamftus,  during  tbe  late  war,  for 
^lUrteen  months^  and  daring  tb* 
wbok  of  that  period  ponisbed  only 
one  man.  .  t  .       . 

.-■  M'T,  Ho6Ao««(:aaid^ithatJi»  bad 
not  been  on  board  the  ship  io 
wbicfa  the  fact  was  stated  to  bave 
occurred.  ..     ., 

>  Mr.  Pcf/f.  t>r.  LuMngton^  9X^ 
other  members,  afterwards  spoke^ 
wb«vi>  tbe  bouse  divided*— For  th^ 
motion  37,  against  it  70« 
-  Mr,  Benkcs  postponed  bis  motioo 
fer  tbe  estimates  of.  tbe  British 
Museum^  wbicfa  be  bad  inteoded 
to  move  in  the  committee  of  aop^ 
ply*  J 

Mr.  Hume  moved  for  an  accoonl 
of  tbe  promotions  which  bad  taken 
place  within  the»year  so  the  navy* 
*^  Ordered.  i 

Tbe  bringing  up  <the  report  of 
tbe  beer  bill — the  committees  of 
supply  and  of  ways  and  means^ 
were^stponed  till  Monday. 

Tbe  report  of  the  Irish  estunatea 
was  broQght  up,  and  various  reso* 
lutions  respectively  agreed  to. 
<  On  the  motion  of  Dr,  Lmhing* 
ion,  the  house  went  into  a  com* 
mittee-  on.  the  slave-trade  actsf 
eonaolidatipn  bill,  .and  tbe.repoit 
was  ordered  to  be  rec^ved  onFr^ 
day  nej(t  ^ 

The  bouse  then  reaoked<itBalf 
into  a  committee  on  tbe  miscella** 
neons,  estimates,  when  the  several 
xeaoltttions.  were  i^oeed  to»  antf 
tha  report  ordered  to  be  received 
tOomorrow.  .... 

'  Mr.  Heniei  bfooght  .up.,  the 
Irish  excise  duties'  re^^ulation  bili, 
whicb  was  read  a  tot  and  aaeond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  eoibmittad 
lo*morrow»   . .    i  >.    .  . 

.     ..    ..The 
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Hm  orihr  of  the  day  was  theo 
read  for  tb«  adjouToment  of  the  de- 
bate on  tfaesobject  of  foreign  affairs. 

The  Speakfr  having  read  the 
original  resolution  and  the  anoend-' 
meat, 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wifnn  rose*  and  at 
considerable  length  supported  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Leicester  thought  ministers 
welMntentioned,  but  that  **  they 
had  been  too  civil  by  half.** 

Mr,  W,  WilUams  supported  the 
motion.  Mr.  Peel  defended  minis- 
ters* Colonel  Davies  supported 
the  motion.     Mr,  Txms  opposed  it. 

Sir  F.  Blake  deprecated  neu- 
trality, as  did  Lord  Folkestone, 
Mr.  E,  J,  Uftfeton  thought  the 
majority  of  the  country  in  favour 
of  peace. 

JIfr.  Canmng  next  spoke  at  very 
great  length ;  he  defended  every 
point  of  the  negotiation,  and  con- 
cluded by  observing  that  both  the 
interests  and  the  honour  of  the 
country  were  preserved  by  the 
course  of  neutrality* 

Mr.  Brougham  deprecated  the 
coodof t  of  ministers,  but  advised 
h»  friend  (Mr.  Macdonald)  to 
vdthdrav  hia  motion,  and  that  the 
hoosa  should  not  divide  upon  it,  as 
he  feared,  in  the  present  instance, 
the  division  would  leave  a  false 
impression  upon  the  public  mind 
pf  the  opinions  of  the  house. 

The  Lori  Mayor  (Mr.  HeygaU) 
supported  the  amendment.  ' 

Mr,  Macfianald  asked  leave  to 
withdraw  his  motion,    which  was 

4fr.  Canfong  then  rose  and  said, 
^\Af^r  h^viiig  suffered  ^r  three 
long  nights,  the  constant,  unre- 
mittingy  tiosparing,  lectures  of  gen- 
tli9misa  i^posUe,  for  a  too  ready 
cqo^BmMoo  to  the  views  of  foreign 


powen^  H  is  now  inpimhent  upon 
us  to  say,  that  we  have  to  profit  bv 
the  lesson  of  experience  wbic^ 
these  gentlemen  have  taught  us,  in 
return  for  our  former  alleged  fa^ 
cility  of  concession,  and  to  decline 
assenting  to  the  proposal  for  with* 
drawing  the  original  motion.  I 
am  ready  to  admit  with  the  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite,  that  their  mo- 
tion is  now  unintelligible,  and  I  am 
satisfied  with  the  amendment  of 
which  they  partially  complain.  I 
repeat,  however,  that  1  cannot 
ooncur  in  the  suggestion  of  with- 
drawing the  original  motion." 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  fof 
a  divbion,  amid  a,  great  noise^  and 
cries  of  '*  Divide,  divide.'^ 

The  opposition,  who  had  de- 
termined not  to  divide,  in  order 
that  there  might  go  forth  to  the 
world  an  unanimous  expression  of  * 
abhorrence  of  the  oonduct  of 
France,  rose  in  a  body  to  leave  the 
house.  Some  ministerial  members 
be(ow  the  bar,  however,  called  for 
a  division,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  doors  were  closed,  and  the  op«« 
position  were  compelled  to  remaiii 
in  the  house.  I'his  event  was 
hailed  by  the  ministerial  members 
with  loud  and  repeated  cheers* 
The  Speaker  then  put  the  question 
on  the  original  motion,  which  wai 
carried  in  tbe  negative.  He  nex$ 
put  the  question  on  the  amendment 
— ^the  ministerial  members  crie^ 
'^  Ay :"  the  opposition  remained 
silent.  The  Speaker  declared  tha$ 
the  question  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  Some  members  on 
the  Treasury-bench,  anxious  that  ^ 
division  should  take  place, called  put 
that  the  "  Noes"  had  the  majority^ 
The  Speaker  was  then  compelled  to 
divide:  he  ordered  those  v^ho  ia^ 
tebded  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
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to  go  into  the  lobby,  and  those  who 
meant  to  vote  against  it  to  remain 
in  the  house.  The  opposition  pro- 
ceeded into  the  lobby,  together  with 
the  ministerial  voters ;  bot  a  few 
members  on  both  mdes  were  shut 
in  the  house  in  consequence  of  the 
lobby  being  too  small  to  contain 


the  united  mimberd.  This  caused 
an  appearance  of  a  divisiott,  when 
in  fact  there  was  none/ 

The  numbers  were  announced  to 
be  as  follows: — For  the  amend- 
ment 372 — against  it  20. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Peel, 
the  house  adjourned  to  Friday. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Warehousing  Bill. — Sheriff  of  Dublin. — Occasional  Freeholders  BiU^ 
— Game  Lawst — Irish  Militia  Redaction  Bill. — Spitalfields  Trade*  — 
Scotch  Linen  Acts. — Foreign  Negotiations. — Continuance  of  the  Irish 
Insurrection  Bill. — Marriage  Act. — Customs  Duties  Act.  — JVest  /»- 
dian  Slavery.  —  Registry  rf  Beer  Licences  Bill. —  Criminal  Laws.-^ 
Repeal  of  a  standing  Order. — Duties  on  East  and  West  India  Sugars. 
"^East  India  Company  Mutiny  and  Desertion  Bill.  —  Commutation  of 
Tithes  BiU.  —  Reciprocity  of  Duties  BUI.—-  Irish  Joint  Tenantcy  Bill. 
— Sundry  Private  Billsy  Petitions,  ^c. 


ffOUSE  of  Lords,  May  I.— 
Earl  Stanhope  presented  a  pe- 
tition from*  C.  A.  Thomson,  of 
Chiswick,  which  stated  that  the 
petitioner  had,  in  1811  and  1813, 
purchased  two  estates  at  Northaw 
and  Pontry  las,  for  which  he  had 
paid,  in  part,  upwards  of  80,000/., 
and  granted  a  mortgage  for  60,000/. 
for  the  remainder  of  the  purchase- 
money.  Being  unable  to  pay  oflf 
the  mortgage  in  1821,  he  offered 
the  estates  for  sale,  but  was  unable 
to  get  for  them  (in  consequence  of 
the  altered  value  of  the  currency) 
80  much  as  would  pay  off  the 
mortgage  of  60,000/.,  and  the 
mortgagor  was  in  consequence  now 
applying  to  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  two  estates.  Tiie  petitioner, 
therefore,  prayed  their  lordships 
would  be  pleased  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  law  by  which  the 


mortgagor  was  enabled  to  take 
from  him  his  estates,  and  to  pass  a 
law  for  the  equitable  adjustment  of 
all  contracts. 

His  lordship,  in  moving  that  the 
petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  of  the  prin>* 
ciple  of  an  adjustment  of  contracts, 
and  intimated  his  intention  of 
making  a  motion  on  the  subject  at 
an  early  period.  The  petition  was 
read  at  length,  and  ordered  to  he 
on  the  table. 

The  weights  and  measures  bill 
was  read  a  second  time.  The  pro-i 
fane  swearing  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed.  The  other  bills 
on  the  table  were  forwarded  one 
stage.— A  djoumed. 

House  of  Lords,  May  2.  — 
The  royal  assent  was  given  by 
commission  to  the  grants  of  aids,' 
the  military  and   naval    pensions, 
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die  innkeepers'  allowancefi,  the  re« 
▼enve  consolidation,  and  several 
private  bills.  The  lords  commis- 
sioners were  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
•the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury^  and  Lord 
Redesdale. 

The  Ditke  of  Northumberland 
presented  a  petition  from  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, praying  the  re- 
peal of  the  duties  on  coal  carried 
coestways. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Blackburn, 
4M>mplaining  of  agricultural  distress. 

A  person  from  the  East  India 
Company  presented  an  account  of 
salaries  and  pensions  granted  by 
the  company. 

The  several  bills  on  the  table 
were  forwarded  one  stage.  On 
the  third  reading  of  the  warehous- 
ing bill, 

The  Earl  ofHarewood  rose,  and 
said/  that  though  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  oppose  tbe  present  bill, 
yet  at  a  time  when,  on  the  liberal 
principles  of  trade,  they  were  re- 
laxing every  restriction  on  foreign- 
ers, it  might  be  expected  that  every 
&cihty  would  be  given  to  our  own 
manufacturers.  He  now  announced 
to  the  house,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  woollen-manufacturers 
in  a  short  time  to  request  their 
lordships'  attention  to  the  situation 
in  which  they  were  placed  by  the 
duties  on  foreign  wool.  It  was  ri- 
dieulous  to  suppose  that  our  own 
growth  of  wool  was  encouraged  by 
that  measure,  whilst  our  manufac- 
turers were  seriously  injured  by  its 
operation;  and  the  consideration 
became  still  more  important  from 
the  present  state  of  Spain.  Within 
these  few  hours,  information  had 
arrived  from  that  country  of  a  new 
duty  of  6d.  per  pound  having  been 
laid  on  all  wool  exported. — The 


bill  was  then  read  the  third  *  time, 
and  passed. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  May  ft.  — 
The  Speaker,  on  his  return'  from 
the  House  of  Lords,  whither  he 
was  summoned  to  hear  the  com- 
mission read,  nonfted  the  bills  that 
had  received  the  royal  assent. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jones^ 
the  second  reading  of  the  Welsh 
judicature  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
postponed  till  Monday. 

Petitions  were  presented  for  the 
Southwark  court  of  requests  bill, 
(which  bill  was  read  a  second  time) 
— against  the  repeal  of  the  Irish 
union  cotton  duties — ^for  a  duty  upon 
foreign  tallow  —  against  the  coal 
duties —  upon  the  subject  of  agri- 
cultural distress — from  the  coro- 
ners of  the  county  of  York,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  tlieir  salary 
(ten  guineas  per  annum). 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  motion  of  Sir  F, 
Burdett,   for^  the  investigation    of, 
the  conduct  of  the  sheriiT  of  Dublin. 

Sir  R.  Heron  took  the  chair,  and 
several  witnesses  were  examined. 
The  chairman  afterwards  brought 
up  the  minutes  of  the  proceeding, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Goulbum  was  quite  anxious 
to  introduce  the  question  of  the 
Irish  insurrection  act  as  soon  as 
possible;  but  he  was  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  hon.  gentlemen  on 
tbe  other  side,  who  had  notices  of 
motions  fixed  for  every  day  for  a 
considerable  time  to  come.  If 
they  would  give  way,  he  should  be 
happy  to  fix  an  early  day. 

Mr,  Hume  said,  a  motion  of  his 
stood  for  the  6th,  which  he  should 
be  very  willing  to  give  up,  on  con- 
dition that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
would  agree  to  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  for  which  he  should 
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move.  Ia  that  case,  be  would  not 
say  a  word.  The  motion  was  for 
a  committee  of  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  Newfoundland.  He  hoped 
iqin^ters  would  agree  to  it,  and  he 
would  be  very  ready  to  spare  the 
time  of  the  house  by  refraining 
from  any  observations. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  he  could  not  accept  the  huu* 
member*s  courtesy  on  those  con- 
ditions ;  but  tlie  fact  was,  the  hon. 
nienaber^s  mot^n  did  not  stand  first 
on  the  day  in.  question.  The  first 
w^s  that  of  the  noble  lord,  the 
member  for  Lan^ark,  who  might, 
he  trusted,  be  induced  to  give 
wj^y. 

Mr,  Kennedy^  in  t^e  absence  of 
his  noble  friend,  thought  he  might 
say  his  noble  friend  would  not  be 
willing  to  give  it  up,  as  this  was 
the  third  session  in  which  he  had 
attempted  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  Goulbum  then  said,  he  would 
iix  Tuesday  next  for  the  motion, 
in  hope  that  some  honourable  mem- 
ber might  be  induced  to  give  way. 

The  occasional  freeholders'  bill 
was  read  a  secood  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  comI^itted  on  the  12th 
insjtant. 

On  the  report  being  brought  up 
of  the  Irish  county  treasurers'  bill, 

Sir  G,  HUl  opposed  the  clause 
respiting  the  apppinlment  of  col- 
lectors. 

Sir  J.  Newport  and  Mr.  S.  Rice 
defended  the  clause. 

The  house  then  divided;  when 
there  appeared,  for  the  clause  14— 
against  it  .27. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  bfs  read  a  third  time  on 
jyionday.oext. 

Mr*  J.  Williams  obtained  }eave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  rendering  the 
4Armatian.of  QvakenB  admissible 
jin  criminal  cases. 


The  other  orders  of  the  day  weiv 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  LordSf  May  5.  — 
Mr.  Stuart  Wortley,  LordAUhorp^ 
and  other  members  of  tlie  UottS9 
of  Commons,  brought  up  several 
private  bills,  which  were  read  a 
first  time. 

A  person  from  the  office  of  the 
chief  secretary  of  Ireland  presenter) 
an  account  of  all  monies  issued  by 
the  lord  lieutenant  to  public  ^om<» 
missioners  iii  Ireland  for  public 
works,  between  the  1st  January 
1822  and  1st  January  .1823. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors'  act —  the 
weights  and  measures  bill — for  a 
mitigation  of  slavery : —  upon  the 
subject  of  agricultural  distress. 

On  the  motion  of  Earl  Gretf^ 
the  name  of  Lord  Rosslyn  was 
added  to  the  committee  of  appeals. 

Earl  Grey  gave  notice  of  his 
intention,  on  Wednesday  next,  to 
move  for  certain  addi^nal  pap^r^ 
relative  to  the  lat^  negotiations.—^ 
Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  May  5>-«*^ 
Petitions  were  presented  for  a  pro- 
hibition against  the  importation  o£ . 
foreign  tallow — against  the  slave- 
trade — against  the  duties  on  £as^ 
India  sugar — from  the  Roma^  Ca^ 
thoUcs  of  Tuam,  being  compelled 
to  embellish  the  cath^ral  ch^rch 
— ;for  the  repeal  of  the  leather  ta^^ 
and  coal  duties— ?for  altering  the 
mode  of  election  at  Edinburgh, 
(the  petition  stated  ^hat  Edinburgh 
contained  100,000  inhabitants,  tlmt 
only  thirty-three  had  the  righx  pf 
voting,  and  this  thirty-three  were 
redpc^d  really  to  fourteen,  for  nine? 
teen  Jbeld  public  offices).  After 
^ii^e  conversation  upon  the  state 
of  reprefentation  in  Edinburgh  an} 
Scotland  generally,  and  upon  the 
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Irish  eoin[Mitioii  tithe  hill,  the 
home  th«fi  went  into  committeei 
tD>  reeunie  itt*  tnqeirj^  into  the  con-^ 
doet  of  the  sbefiif  of  Dublia,  Sir 
Robert  Hepfm  in  the  chair.  Se-» 
veml  ^itnesaeB  were  examined » 
aH^  Which  the  house  resumed, 
and  tho  other  orders  of.  the  day 
were  disposed  of. — Adjoomcd* 

House  of  Lordij  Moy  6. — Peti'^ 
ikotm  were  presented  against  the  ge^ 
neral  gaols  bill—^against  slavery. 

Mr^  LambtoBj Mr.S.  Whitbrtad^ 
and  t>ther  members  of  the  House  of 
CoRMnons,  ■  brought  up  seyeral  pri- 
vate biUs,  which  wera  read  the  first 
time. 

A  person  from  the  Treasury  pre* 
aented  soperannnalion  returns. 

Sari  Gref  postponed  his  oiotioo 
until  Monday  for  additional  papers 
reltttuig  to  the  Spanish  question. 

Lord  Cmvdor  spoke  a  few  words 
upon  the  present  mode  of  admi* 
ntstering  justice  in  Wales* — Ad« 
jeumed. 

Hmue  <if  Commons,  May  6.-^ 
Mr.  i'infntz  moved  that  the  Portsea 
fishery  (private)  bill  should  be  read 
alhiiid  time.. 

Mr,  Bemal  moved,  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  third  time  this  day  six 
months. 

Sir.  L  jC^n  thought  the  bill  went 
too  ftur. 

Tlie  Attomty'Gtneral  opposed 
the  bill. 

Mr.iF, Smith  was  also  against  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
lfitr<f,  and  Sir  W.  de  Qrespignyf  in 
favour  of  the  bill^  and  against  it 
from  Mr.Sykts  dJ^  Mr^  Htukisson 
(Che  latter  of  whom  soggested  the 
propriety  of  withdimwing  the  pri» 
vate  bill,  and  introducing  a  public 
bill  to  correct  the  evil  complained 
el),  the  house  divided^For  the  bill 
d9-^^against  it  97. 

'BetitioM  sfefsfresentad  against 


abuses  existbg  in  the  corporatioi^ 
of  Limerick. 

Mr.  S,  Rice  moved  the  second 
reading  of  a  private  bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  corporation 
of  Limerick,  which  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Wodehouse^  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  0*Grady*  The  bill  was  read 
a  second  t4me,  and  referred  to  a 
committee. 

.  The  house  then  prosecuted  the 
enquiry  relating  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Dublin,  Sir  R,  Heron  in  the  chair* 
After  which  the  house  resumed,  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  to« 
morrow. 

Mr.  Scarlett  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  juris* 
diction  of  the  county  court  of  ^Lan- 
caster. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lords,  May  7- — Sir  J. 
Nexoport,  accompanied  by  other 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
brought  up  the  Irish  county  trea* 
surers,  and  apprentices  bills,  which 
were  read  the  first  time. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdown,  the  Irish  charitable  loan 
society's  bill  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Morquio  tff  Lansdovm  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  SalisiMiry, 
praying  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery. — Adjourned. 
.  House  of  Commons,  May  7.— r 
Petitions  were  presented  against  the 
obligation  to  stamp  Scotch  linens— 
from  Kincardine,  praying  for  repea) 
of. enactments  respecting  their  trad^ 
r-^«igainst  the  coal  duty— for  the 
equalization  of  the  sugar  duties—: 
for  an  open  trade  in  beer — against 
the  importation  of  foreign  taVow — 
ifbrty'Kme  against  slavery — against 
the  grand  jury  presentment  bilL 
General 
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General  Gascoynt  postponed  his 
motion  relating  to  Irish  half  pay 
till  the  2Srd. 

Lord  Lowther  postponed  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr,  F.  Buxton  postponed  his^mo- 
tion  on  the  slave-trade  till  Thurs- 
day the  15th  of  May,  on  which 
day  he  would  proceed  with  it,  and 
on  no  account  consent  to  postpone  it 
beyond. 

Lord  Nugent  postponed  his  mo- 
tion respecting  British  Catholics,  till 
Tuesday,  May  S8,  and  made  a  si- 
milar declaration  against  further 
postponement. 

Mr.  Brougham  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  a  writer  of  eminent  ta- 
lents, respecting  the  game  laws, 
which  contained  statements,  as  he 
thought,  deserving  the  gravest  con- 
sideration of  the  house.  It  was 
signed  by  Wm.  Cubbett,  and  it 
prayed  that  as  there  was  a  mo- 
tion for  bringing  in  a  bill  for  the 
alteration  of  the  game  laws,  the 
house  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  pause  before  passing  an  act 
which,  as  the  petitioner  bad  been 
informed,  was  likely  to  go  to  lega- 
lize the  sale  of  game  by  lords  of 
manors,  and  other  privil^ed  per- 
sons to  be  designated  in  the  act. 
It  prayed  that  the  house  would 
weigh  welt  and  consider  the  state 
of  the  laws,  and  the  severe  bard- 
ships  which  were  inflicted  on  the 
community  at  present  by  their  ope- 
ration, which  were  greater  than 
ever  was  known  in  any  other  coun* 
try,  or  at  any  other  period  in  this 
country ;  and  that  the  house  might 
the  better  judge,  the  petitioner  of- 
fered to  their  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing most  alarming  facts.  The 
calendar  for  the  ensuing  quarter 
sessions  in  the  county  of  Berks, 
contained  the  names  of  seventy- 
seven  persons  now    in    Bridewell. 


Of    these  .  tweoty-two    were  fer 
poaching ;  and  of  these  twenty-tw0 
there  had  been  nine  committed  by 
clergymen  acting  as  magistrates  in 
that  county.     The  petition  staled 
farther,   that  in  general  poaching 
was  punished  with  greater  severity 
than  offences  punishable  with  death. 
In  one  session,  an   utterer  of  false 
silver  coin  had  been  punished  with 
twelve  months'   imprisonment,    a 
housebreaker     with       twenty-four 
months'      imprisonment,     and     a 
poacher  with  twenty-four  months' 
imprisonment    and    hard     labour* 
The  petition  went  on  to  state,  that 
of  twenty-two  persons  convicted  in 
the  county  of  Hants,  sixteen  were 
for  poaching  and  offences  against 
the  game  laws,  and  the  only  per- 
sons    who     suffered    death    from 
among  this  number  were  two  young 
men  who  had  resisted  game-keep- 
ers.   The  petitioner  therefore  pray- 
ed the  house  to  consider  well  be« 
fore  they  passed  the  bill  into  a  law^ 
which  was  .to  give  a  property  in 
wild  animals  to  the  lords  of  mapors 
and  others,   which  could  onlj'  be 
done  by  oppressions  great  in  suf- 
fering and  humiliation  to  the  people 
at  large,  and  by  compelling  the 
country  to  submit  to  grievances  for 
the  protection  of  this  new  property, 
which,  in  regard  to  the  power  of 
those  who  made  the  laws,  and  the 
abjectness  of  those  who  were  called 
on  to  obey  them,  would  be  without 
any  parallel  in  any  country  west  of 
Constantinople.     These   were  the 
remarks  and  statements  of  a  man 
of  sufficient  powers  of  observation 
and  understanding  to  make  them 
worthy  of  attentbn. 

Lord  Pahnerston  said  that  the 
two  young  men  in  question  were 
executed,  not  for  poaching,  but  for 
murder.  One  of  them  had  killed 
a  gamekeeper,  who  was  in  the  law- 
ful 
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ful  exerdseof  his*  duty — the  other 
had  levelled  his  piece  at  another 
gaope-keeper,  who  received  the  codt 
tents  in  his  body,  but  from  proper 
treatment  recovered.  He  was  able 
to  speak  with  certainty  upon  the 
characters  of  the  young  men,  as 
they  were  servants  of  his,  and  he 
must  say  a  more  cf  uel  and  delibe- 
rate outrage  had  never  been  com- 
mitted. 

Mr,  Brougham  said  that  he  need 
not,  as  he  did  oot,  deny  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord ;  and  yet  It 
would  ratber  go  to  support  the  rea- 
soning of  Mr.  Cobhett.  It  was  not 
even  necessary  for  him  to  palliate 
the  offences  of  the  two  young  men ; 
for  the  qnestion  was,  how  came 
they  to  kill  the  gamekeepers?  and 
then  the  answer  might  be,  in  con- 
aeqoeuce  of  the  state  of  the  law. 
That  was  the  very  argument  he 
had  used  before  the  court  on  the 
trial  of  twenty^one  persons  the  other 
day,  charged  with  murder  on  the 
high  seas ;  and  it  prevailed,  too,  with 
the  jury ;  for  the  men  were  killed 
in  consequence  of  that  most  abomi- 
nable law  which  enabled  revenue 
cruisers 'to  fire  shotted  guns  upon  the 
ships  of  any  nation  within  two 
leagues  of  the  British  coast. 

Mr.  J.  Benttt  admitted  that  the 
two  young  men  had  suffered  death 
very  properly  in  Hampshire.  Still 
he  thought  that  the  state  of  the 
law  demanded  reformation.  Most 
of  the  ofl'ences  of  the  country 
might  be  considered  as  results  from 
the  severity  of  the  game  laws. 
Offenders,  were  gradually  trained 
from  poaching  to  shoplifting,  and 
then  to  housebreaking)  and  occa- 
sionally murder. 

Sir  T.  Baring  corroborated  the 
statements  in  MrJ  Cobbett*s  peti- 
tion. Half  the  offenders  in  Hamp- 
shire were  committed  for  poaching. 


-—The  petition  wa9  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Abercromhy  postponed  hia 
motion  relative  to  Mr.  Borthwick, 
until  the  drd  of  June  next. 

Mr.  O,  Bennet  moved  for  the 
returns  of  all  land  granted,  and 
the  annual  exfjeuse  of  the  colonies 
of  New  South  Wales,  during  the 
last  seven  years ;  this  was,  be  in* 
timated,  preparatory  to  his  moving 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  administration  of  justice  lA 
those  colonies. — Ordered. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then 
read  for  proceeding  with  the  in<^ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Sheriff 
of  Dublin. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee,  Sir  R.  Heron  being  in 
the  chair. 

Fresh  witnesses  were  exatnined, 
after  which  the  House  resumed,  and 
Chairman  reported  progress  arid 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again.— *Ad>- 
journed. 

House  of  Commons^  May  8. — 
Mr.  Holme  Sumner  gave  notice, 
on  the  part  of  his  hon.  friend  the 
member  for  Gal  way,  of  a  motion 
next  week  to  bring  in  a  bill  against 
the  practice  of  bull-baiting. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  coal  duties — four  for  a  compen- 
sation of  tithes,  offering  twenty-five 
years  purchase — for  a  law-  for  the 
recovery  of  small  debts— eleven 
against  slavery — from  Richard  Car- 
lile  for  mitigation  of  punishment--^- 
for  equalizing  duties  on  sugar — for 
extending  the  bread  act  to  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Abercrombji  moved,  in  the 
absence  of  an  honourable-friend,  for 
a  committee  to  inspect  the  journals 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  to  en- 
quire into  the  best  means  of  facili- 
tating the  administration  of  justice 
as  it  was  connected  with  the  hear- 
ing of  appeals,  writs  of  error,  aqd 
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other  jndtdal  proceediDgs  in  that 
house. 

The  eommittee  was  ib^reopon 
.appointed. 

The  Hoose  went  on  with  its  en- 
i]inry  relative  to  the  Sheriff  of 
Dublin. 

After  the  hoase  had  reeamed, 
and  the  chairman  reported  pro- 
grewy  the  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  disponed  oL — AcHourned. 

•  House  of  Lords^  May  9. — ^Peti- 
tions were  presented  against  the 
general  gaols'  bill — ^against  slavery 
^^-against  the  Roman  Catholic 
daima — for  a  repeal  of  the  silk  acts 
mi  London  and  Westminster. 

Mr.  Brogden^  accompanied  by 
several  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  up  some  pri- 
vate bills,  and  the  warehousing  IhIK 
with  the  amendments  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  Irish  militia  re- 
4lucUon  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Gosford  opposed 
the  third  reading,  on  the  ground 
Abat  it  was  an  act  of  injustice,  and 
A  breach  of  faith,  to  the  subaltern 
officers. 

*  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  defended 
the  bill,  and  maintained  that  the 
Ibrmer  acts  of  parliament  left  it 
4Mmipletely  open  to  Parliament  to 
make  the  reductions  or  not:  and  in 
p<Hnt  of  fact,  if  the  militia  were 
4o  be  called  into  active  service,  a 
very  large  proportion  of  those 
tf^fficera  would  be  found  inefficient, 
aad  must  be  reduced :  the  only 
iquestion  therefore  was,  whether 
that  inefficient  force  should  be  con- 
tinued, and  a  needless  e<xpen8e  in- 
curred. 

The  Earl  of  Caiedon  opposed  the 
bill. 

After  some  iiirther  discussion. 
The  Marqvis  of  Lansdown  pro- 
posed that  the  third  reading  of  the 


bill  should  be  postpcmed  to  this  dav 
week,  which  was  agreed  to.*— Ao- 
journed. 

House  of  CommoMSf  May  9- — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
slavery  from  seven  places-^for  the 
equalization  of  the  sugar  duties — 
from  the  Catholics  of  IreUnd,  for 
emancipation. 

Mr.  T.  fVHsott  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  si  Ik- weavers  of  Lon- 
don, Westminster,  and  Middlesex, 
praying  for  the  repeal  of  certain 
statutes  called  the  Spitaliields  Acts. 
The  acts  in  question  were  those  of 
the  Idth,  32d,  and  jilat  of  George 
HI.,  and  the'  restrictions  which 
they  imposed  upon  the  conduct  of 
the  silK-trade  were  of  the  most  ab- 
surd description.  In  the  first  plac« 
the  wages  of  the  .maaufiictur«r  were 
fixed  at  the  discretion  of  tham^f^ 
trate.  In  the  next  place,  the  inter- 
ference extended  to  the  quality  of 
the  articles  manufactured;  silks 
•were  to  be  made  only  of  .a  giv^n 
width;  and  even  the  number  of 
threads  to  an  inch  was  fixed  by 
act  of  parliament.  The  ^fiiect  of 
these  absurd  and  mischievous  re- 
gulations>  was,  that  the  whole  fancy 
trade,  tl^e  imitation  of  French  ar- 
ticles, was  carried  away  from  Spi- 
tal fields  to  Manchester  and  other 
silk  towns  in  the  north.  The  boo. 
gentleman  sat  down  by  remiudiiig 
•  the  houRe  of  the  growing  impor- 
tance of  the  silk-trade  to  the  coun- 
try. Within  the  last  fifty  years, 
the  importation  cf  raw  nMteri^ 
had  risen  from  100,000/,  to  up- 
wards of  2,000,000/.  a-year :  :mi 
if  the  present  restrictions  were  re- 
moved, a  still  larger  increase  might 
be  confidently  anticipated*: 

MnRicardo  thought  it.must.eur- 
pmt  both  the  bouse  and  the  coun- 
try to  see  such  statutes  existing  in 
the  year  1823.     The  provisions  of 
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tbe  veto  in  questioo  were  in  the 
teeth  of  eveiy  sound  principle  of 
trad^. 

Mr,  Wallace  hoped  that  the  acts 
would  be  repealed,  for  he  thought 
them  a  disgrace  to  the  statute-book* 

Mr.  HuskUaon  fully  agreed  in  the 
propriety  of  repealing  the  acts.  He 
coold  only  account  for  the  existence 
of  such  statutes  by  their  having 
been  passed  at  a  time  when  the 
silk-trade  was  almost  confined  to 
Spitalfields.  Since  the  manofac- 
tore,  however,  had  been  carried 
into  other  parts  of  the  country, 
either  the  provisions  of  those  acts 
most  be  got  rid  of,  or  Spitalfields 
would  be  deserted.  Some  preju- 
dice, and,  indeed,  a  good  deal,  did 
still  exist  among  the  workmen; 
Bat  the  house  really  ought  to  act 
for  them  without  reference  to  those 
prejudices.  It  was  his  intention,  at 
the  earliest  possible  day,  to  submit 
a  motion  to  the  house  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  acts  in  question. 

Lord  MiUoH  rejoiced  in  any  pros- 
pect of  getting  rid  of  the  obnoxious 
statutes;  and  observed  upon  the 
atxurdity  of  raising  a  duty  upon 
raw  silk  imported.  Under  the 
present  system,  a  duty  was  levied 
upon  raw  silk  imported,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  bounty  was  given 
apon  the  exportation  of  manufac- 
tured silks.  Now,  great  difficulty 
was  found  in  apportioning  the  boun- 
ty, particularly  upon  goods  com- 
posed of  silk  mixed  with  other  ma- 
terial. Would  it  not  be  quite  as 
wise,  and  more  generally  conve- 
iiient,  to  get  rid  of  the  duty  on 
one  hand,  and  the  bounty  on  the 
other  f 

Mr.  BuxtoUf  Alderman  Thompson^ 
Alderman  C.  Smith,  Mr.  W.  fVa- 
HawUf  and  other  gentiemen,  spoke 
generally  in  favour  of  th^  repeal. 

Jfr«  Hiukision  presented    a  pe« 


titldn  fVom  the  chufthwardens  ^ 
Liverpool  against  tbe  poor  laws> 

Lord  Cranbome  postponed  the 
second  reading  of  the  sale  of  game 
bill  till  this  day  fortnight. 

'Mr.  Hwnt  moved  for  returns  of 
various  papers  relative  to  Cape 
Breton,  upon  the  production  of 
which  he  promised  to  bring  the 
state  of  that  colony  before  the 
house.— -Ordered. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  upon  the  Scotch 
linen  acts. 

Mr.  Huskisson  rose  to  propose 
an  alteration  in  the  law,  which  had 
long  been  found  necessary.  The 
regulations  of  the  trade  were  chiefly 
contained  in  an  act  which  was  foil 
of  absurd  restraints.  There  were 
no  less  than  40  sections,  all  laid  out 
in  details  as  to  what  bulk  of  thread 
should  be  used,  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  cloths  to  be  manu- 
factured ;  table-linen  was  to  be 
made  square  ;  and,  that  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  most 
absurd  of  all,  the  width  in  each  case 
specified  was  to  contain  so  many 
threads  and  *'  no  more."  He  could 
understand  a  regulation  for  pre- 
venting cloths  from  being  made  too 
narrow,  though  the  reason  of  that 
would  be  difficult  enough  to  com* 
prebend;  but  why  it  should  be  ne^ 
cessary  to  a  good  cloth  to  be  of  one 
width  and  no  wider,  no  one  could 
possibly  say.  A  great  many  other 
statutes  upon  the  same  subject  had 
arisen  from  the  confusion  and  in- 
convenience induced  by  the  first* 
He  proposed  to  repeal  them  alto- 
gether. He  intended  to  do  away 
with  the  stamp,  which,  instead  6f 
answering  the  purpose  of  a  stand- 
ard, had  been  converted  in  many 
instances  intoan  instrument  of  fraud 
and  deceit.  At  the  same  time  he 
knew  that  considerable  prejudices 
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^xialed  In.  favour  of  the  old  prac- 
tice. He  would  leave  the  option  of 
using  the  stamp,  or  doing  without 
it;  with  the  condition,  however, 
that  all  the  penalties  should  be  re- 
pealed against  not  using  it.  He 
could  scarcely  undertake  to  extend 
the  same  measure  to  the  linens  of 
Ireland. .  It  was  a  favourite  manu- 
facture in  that  country,  fostered 
with  much  care,  and  perhaps  a 
^ange  of  this  nature  would  be  too 
sensibly  felt.  At  any  rate,  he  would 
not  venture  now,  though  be  hoped 
,  soon  to  see  the  time  when  the  ma- 
iittfacturers  of  Ireland,  discovering 
their  true  interest,  would  call  for  a 
similar  alteration  themselves.  He 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  alter  and  amend  the  13th  Geo.  I. 
and  the  several  acts  relating  to  the 
manufacture  of  linens  in  Scotland. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

The  house  having  resumed, 

Mr.  Brovgham  gave  notice,  on 
behalf  of  his  hon.  friend  the  mem- 
ber for  Essexy  that  he  should  on  the 
10th  of  June  next  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  manner  in  which 
juries  .were  returned  for  the  various 
counties  of  England,  and  should 
propose  jBL  measure,  the  object  of 
which  would  be  to  meet  the  diffi- 
culty occasioned  by  three  circuits  in- 
stead of  two,  and  the  consequent  want 
4>f  jurors.  His  hon.  friend  intended 
•to  propose  that  leaseholders  and 
qopybolders  should  be  summoned  as 
jurors  under  certain  regulations. 

Mn  Hume  took  this  opportunity 
of  asking  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Canning),  whether  it 
was  his  intention  to  adopt  any 
measures  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  consuls  of  Great  Bri- 
tain«  H^  was  induced  to  mention 
this  fit  the  present  momenti  from 
a  representation  which  had    been 


made  to  him  respecting  the  consul 

in  the  Brazils.  That  gentleman's 
authority  had  been  delegated  to 
him  by  the  Portuguese  government 
when  it  was  an  entire  power;  the 
government  of  the  country  in  which 
he  resided  had  since  become  inde- 
pendent, and  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  informed  that  the  original 
appointment  would  not  now  be  held 
to  be  legal.  This  would  place  the 
Ci>nsul  in  an  awkward  situation,  if 
parties  in  the  Brazils  should  be  dis- 
posed so  to  treat  him.  Upon  this, 
as  well  as  upon  the  general  ground, 
he  was  desirous  to  know  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  intentions 
in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Canning  said,  as  to  the  fir^t 
part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
question,  he  could  only  reply  that 
the  subject  had  been  before  the 
government  long  before  he  came 
into  office.  He  knew  that  it  had 
received  the  most  anxious  attention 
during  the  present  session,  but  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  any  par- 
ticular information  upon  it.  As 
to  the  Brazils,  he  trusted  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  see  that  in  the 
present  delicate  situation  of  this 
country,  as  to  its  relations  with  two 
parts  of  a  monarchy  which  was 
practically  divided,  it  would  be 
well  not  to  press  his  enquiry  any 
farther.  Tlie  treaty  which  had 
been  made  with  that  monarchy 
when  it  was  a  whole  one,  was  still 
in  operation,  and  the  interests  uf 
the  separate  parts  were  objects  oi 
solicitude  to  England.  He  there- 
fore put  it  to  the  hon.  gentlema^ 
whether  he.  would  press  for  any 
farther  opinion  from  him  at  this 
time. 

Mn  Hume  nodded  assent. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  know, 
from  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, whether  there  was  any  truth 
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in  a  report  which  had.  very  generally 
got  abroad,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  bad  collected  a  very  large 
army  on  the  Vistula. 

Mr.  Canmng  believed  that  an 
army  had  been  collected  there,  but 
whether  it  was,  or  was  not,  a  very 
large  one,  he  could  not  say. 

Mtm  Brougkaw  said,  that  al- 
though there  was  nothing  very 
consolatory  in  the  right  honourable 
.  gentleman's  reply,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  put  another  question  to  him. 
The  ri^c  honourable  gentleman 
had  on  a  former  occasion  stated, 
that  England  did  not  withhold  her 
consent  from  the  evacuation  of  Italy 
by  the  Austrian  troops.  Now  he 
wished  to  know  from  bim,  whether 
those  troops  had  left  Italy,  or  whe- 
ther they  were  not  still  lingering  on 
the  Po,  and  ready  to  fall  back  again 
upon  that  country. 

Mr.  Canning  replied,  that  he  be- 
lieved all  the  troops  which  were  to 
have  quitted  Italy  had  already  eva- 
cuated the  Piedmontese  cuid  Nea- 
politan states;  whether  they  had 
all  got  out  of  the  Milanese  or  not, 
he  did  not  know. 

JMlr.  Bemal  wished  to  procure 
some  information  with  respect  to  the 
recent  seizure  of  a  large  quantity  of 
rums.  He  understood  that  a  cer- 
tain proportion  of  saccharine  matter 
liad  been  introduced  into  the  liquor, 
the  efiect  of  which  was  to  produce 
a  very  high  colour.  The  custom- 
house officers  had  reported,  that 
owing  to  the  presence  of  this  mat- 
ter, they  were  unable  to  try  the 
^^trength  oi  the  liquor;  and  upon 
this  report  the  whole  of  it  had  been 
seized,  under  an  act  of  the  late 
King.  He  complained  of  the  great 
hardship  of  the  case,  and  the  pu- 
nishment which  was  thus  inflicted 
upon  parties  who  had  no  intention 
of  defrauding  the  revenue. 

1823. 


Mr.  Herries  said,  that  no  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  the  trea- 
sury on  this  subject ;  it  was  there- 
fore impossible  to  afford  any  re-* 
dress  until  the  case  should  be  pro- 
perly, communicated. 

The  Irish  Union  duties  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  J.  New 
port,  the  order  of  the  day  for  pro- 
ceeding with  the  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Sheriff  of  Dublin 
was  read. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house,  Sir  il.  Heron  in  the  chair, 
in  which  several  witnesses  were 
examined,  after  which  the  house 
resumed,  and  the  chairman  report- 
ed, progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lordsy  May  12. — ^The 
royal  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  the  warehousing,  ap- 
prentices, and  Edinburgh  and  Glas- 
.gow  Union  Canal  bills.  The  com- 
missioners were  the  Itord  Cian- 
celior,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  y  and 
Viscount  Melxilk. 

Mr,  Brogden,  accompanied  by 
other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  quorum 
magistrates,  the  union  duties,  and 
several  private  bills. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  insolvent  debtors*  act,  and 
against  slavery. 

The  Irish  charitable  loans  so- 
ciety's bill  went  through  a  com- 
mittee. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdovsn  pro- 
posed a  clause  giving  jurisdiction 
to  justices  in  petty  sessions,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  laid  on 
the  table  certain  papers. 
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On  the  clerk  readibg  the  order 
of  the  day, 

Earl  Grey  rose,  and  entering  at 
great  length  into  the  history  of  the 
negotiations,  in  which  he  stated 
that  he  had  never  known  an  in- 
stance in  which  the  interests  of  his 
country  had  been  so  betrayed,  and 
its  honour  so  tarnished,  and  cliarg- 
ing  tninisters  with  extreme  credu- 
lity and  inability  in  those  nego- 
tiations, concluded  by  moving  a 
vole  of  censure. 

This  was  opposed  by  the  Earl 
cfLiverpoolf  and  supported  by  Lord 
iloUand^  Lord  ElUnborough,  and 
Lord  CaUhorp^  after  which  it  was 
negatived  without  a  division.— 
House  adjourned. 

Home  of  Commonsy  May  12. — 
The  Speaker  attended  the  House 
of  Lonls,  to  witness  the  royal  as- 
sent given  to  several  bills  by  com- 
mission, for  which  see  Lords. 

Petitions  were  presented  from 
Minehead  and  Alton  against  the 
coaUduties. 

Mr  Jcrroise  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  in  Southampton,  complaining 
of  agricultural  distress,  and  pray- 
ing, among  other  remedies  suggest- 
ed therein,  for  a  reform  in  parlia- 
ment, a  modification  of  church 
property,  and  an  appropriation  of 
crown  lands. 

Sir  T,  Baring  supported  the 
petition,  and  testified  to  the  great 
respectability  of  the  meeting,  and 
the  orderly  manner  of  the  proceed- 
ings. He  complained  of  tlie  arbi- 
trary conduct  of  the  high  sheriff  hi 
opposing  his  single  opinion  to  that 
of  500  respectable  men  of  the 
county  who  had  signed  the  first  re- 
quisition, and  refusing  to  call  the 
meeting.  He  observed  that  the 
sheriff  must  know  little  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  if  bethought 


to  stifle  the  voice  of  their  just  com^ 
plaints,  .whether  he  «cted  in  con* 
can  with  his  eoperiors  or  not,  by 
endeavouring  to  prevent  them  from 
approaching  tliat  house.  He  con- 
curred with  the  petitioners  in  be- 
lieving that  the  greater  part  of 
their  distress  arose  from  the  eor> 
ruptions  of  that  house,  and  he  felt 
certain  that  reform  was,  sboner  or 
later,  inevitable. 

Mr.  Cunven  eaid,  that  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  ought  not  to  reiax 
in  their  efforts  to  o(»tain  more  per* 
fbct  relief,  because  provisions  were 
DOW  at  an  improved  price.  Me 
thought  that  they  were  particularly 
bound  to  try  if  some  measure  were 
not  attainable  to  bring  the  funds  to 
bear  a  fair  proportion  of  the  bur- 
dens of  the  poor-rates. 

Mr.  Rkardo  attributed  all  the 
evils  (if  a  fluctuating  price  of  grain 
to  the  com  laws,  and  urged  a 
speedy  revision  of  the  whole  9y^ 
tern,  lie  thought  the  proposition 
for  making  the  funds  liable  to  the 
poor-rates  exceedingly  unjust,  be- 
cause all  loans  were  contracted 
with  an  understanding  that  the 
property  lent  should  not  be  subject 
to  any  tax  whatever. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  said,  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  hearing  charges  of 
injustice  to  the  public  creditor, 
while  the  injustice  actually  prao> 
tisod  on  the  public  debtor,  in  mak- 
ing his  property  answerable  for  the 
whole  nominal  amount  in  a  cur- 
rency of  increased  value,  was  never 
once  mentioned. 

Mr.  MoKck  attributed  all  the 
evils  suffered  by  the  agricultn- 
rists  to  the  exoesaive  taxation. 
While  that  should  remain  at  its 
present  amount,  they  could  look 
for  nothing  btft  an  alternation  of 
'  agricultural  and  manufacturing  dit^ 
tress.  Some  Kltemtion  of  the  poor- 
rates 
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raies  was  indUpensably  neceasary, 
to  prevent  tbem  from  swallowing 
up  the  landed  interest. 

Mr.  Phillips  saw  no  hope  of 
effectual  relief,  but  from  reduced 
taxation. 

Mr,  S,  Wkitmore  approved  of  a 
revision  of  the  corn  laws. 

Sir  r.  Lethbridge  enforced  the 
necessity  of  making  all  property 
equally  liable  to  the  burdens  of  the 
poor-laws. 

Mr,  P.  Palmer  said  a  few  words 
in  reprehension  of  the  conduct  of 
the  higji  sheriff. 

Lord  Palmerstan  said^  that  the 
high  sheriff  had  acted  upon  his  own 
opinion  and  responsibility.'  The 
name  of  the  honourable  baronet 
opposite  was  not  in  the  requisition; 
the  respectability  of  that  signature 
might  have  made  a  difference  in 
the  decision  of  the  sheriff. 

Sir  T.  Baring  said,  though  his 
name  was  not  signed  to  the  requi-* 
sition,  there  were  500  names  of 
respectable  persons  of  the  county 
attached,  and  the  sheriff  could  not 
be  justified  in  refusing  to  call  the 
meeting. — ^The  petition  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  maberly  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  persons  using 
carriages  for  conveyance  of  goods 
and  materials  near  the  metropolis, 
against  certain  parts  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  particularly  with  re- 
ference to  the  weighing-machine, 
praying  to  be  heard  before  the 
committee,  by  counsel  or  agents, 
and  to  be  at  liberty  to  produce  evi- 
dence.— Referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act. 

Mr.  A,  Campbell  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  owners,  planters,  and 
merchants,  residing  in  London,  in- 
terested in  the  West  India  Colo- 
nies. The  petition  set  forth  the 
Iwge  proper^  which  the  petitioners 


had  in  the  negro  population,  and 
the  necessity  of  their  being  enabled 
to  preserve  order  and  discipline 
among  them,  seeing  that,  com- 
pared with  the  whites,  they  bear 
the  proportion  in  number  of  ten  to 
one.  The  petitioners  admit,  that 
some  alterations  might  be  desirable 
in  the  judicial  tribunals  for  the  bet- 
ter protection  of  the  negroes,  but 
they  deprecated  all  those  attempts 
now  making  to  disturb  the  quiet  of 
the  colonies  by  the  means  put  in 
practice  towards  the  adoption  of 
slavery,  which  could  only  termi- 
nate, as  the  petitioners  believe,  in 
the  extirpation  of  the  European  by 
the  negro  population. — ^The  peti- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  printed. 

Sir  J.  Graham  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Carlisle,  praying  for  th^ 
abolition  of  slavery. 

Sir  L  Coffin  saw  many  petition^ 
presented,  some  praying  for  the 
total,  others  for  the  graidual  abo- 
lition of  slavery;  but  he  beard  no 
measure  suggested  by  which  the 
owners  of  slaves  were  to  be  com- 
pensated for  their  losses,  or  the 
800,000  black  people  fed  after  they 
should  be  emancipated.  A  propo- 
sition bad  been  made  in  Kent  to 
pillage  the  funded  property;  and  in 
Norfolk  to  plunder  the  landed  pro- 
perty :  he  thought  the  present  pe- 
tition proposed  a  no  more  justi- 
fiable attack  upon  the  West  India 
proprietors. 

Mr.  Curwen  supported  the  pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  Mansfield  said|  in  reply  to 
the  observations  of  the  gallant  ad- 
miral, that  in  a  certain  petition 
from  Leicestershire,  which  he  had 
formerly  presented,  the  persons 
signing  it  expressed  their  willing- 
ness to  submit  to  any  burdens 
which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
x  2  impose 
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impose  to  make  up  for  the  losd  to 
the  proprietors  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Baring  did  not  propose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion,  for  which 
he  felt  this  was  not  the  proper 
time,  but  be  rose  to  warn  the  house 
against  suffering  the  question  to  be 
thus  treated.  If  it  were  left  in  its 
present  state,  the  frequent  peti- 
tions and  the  occasional  remarks 
of  members  would  be  going  out  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  might  pro- 
duce serious  consequences  among 
the  black  population  there.  The 
alarming  insurrection  which  had 
broken  out  some  years  ago  in  Bar- 
badoes,  was'  caused  by  some  vague 
rumour,  which  had  been  carried 
thither  by  a  packet,  that  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  was  about  to  procure  their 
emancipation.  Many  of  the  blacks 
had  lost  their  tives  upon  that  oc- 
casion, and  its  lamentable  result 
ought  to  induce  the  house  to  de- 
cide upon  this  important  question 
at  once. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
concurred  with  the  hon.  gentleman. 
He  regretted  the  delay  which  had 
already  intervened :  the  motion 
now  stood  for  Thursday,  upon 
which  day  there  seemed  to  be  no 
doubt  that  it  would  be  brought  on . 

Mr,  Canning  laid  on  the  table 
some  papers  relating  to  the  slave- 
trade. 

Petitions  were  presented  also — 
one  from  London,  to  alter  the  law 
of  lien  upon  goods  sent  on  foreign 
ventures,  and  the  same  from  Liver- 
pool— for  a  duty  on  Russian  tal- 
low— from  the  brewers  against  the 
heer  bill. 

Lord  Folkestone  postponed  from 
Wednesday  next,  until  the  5th  of 
Jane,  his  motion  for  a  select  com- 
mittee on  the  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity of  effecting  an  equitable  ad- 
j  ustment  of  contracts. 


Colonel  Barry  intimated  his  in- 
tention of  moving  for  the  transmis- 
.sion  of  some  additional  papers  from 
Dublin. 

Mr,  Sergeant  Onslow ^  at  tlie 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Goulburn,  post- 
poned the  second  reading  of  the 
usury  laws'  repeal  bill  until  this 
day  fortnight. 

Mr.  Goulburn  moved  **  that 
leave  be  given  to  continue  the 
Irish  insurrection  bill  for  a  limited 
time.** 

On  the  question  being  put, 

Lord  Althorp  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  moved  as  an  amendment 
**  Th^t  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
house,  that  the  coercive  measures 
which  have  been  repeatedly  adopt- 
(sd  since  the  union,  have  failed  to 
secure  tranquillity  in  Ireland,  or  to 
better  the  moral  condition  of  the 
people ;  and  that  no  solid  improve- 
ment can  be  expected  from  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  system  of  compro- 
mise acted  upon  in  the  government 
of  that  country,  strengthened  as  it 
has  been  by  such  temporary  expe- 
dients ;  but  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  take  into  serious  con- 
sideration the  whole  system  of  the 
laws  and  of  their  administration, 
with  a  view  to  such  reform  as  shall 
''secure  the  permanent  peace  of  the 
country,  and  the  equal  constitu- 
tional rights  of.  the  people."  If 
(the  noble  lord  continued)  this 
amendment  should  be  carried,  he 
would  then  move,  **  That  the 
house,  looking  to  the  present  state 
of  Ireland,  felt  it  necessary  to  arm 
the  government  with  powers  suf- 
ficient to  suppress  the  outrages 
which  were  so  alarming  to  the 
country." 

Mr.  John  Smith  rose  to  second 
the  amendment,  for  he  wished  to 
see,  with  respect  to  Ireland,  coer- 
cive measures  done  away  with. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Ruber tson^  Lord  A.  Hamil- 
ton^ Sir  John  Newport,  Lord  MiU 
ton,  and  Mr,  Spring  Ricef  supported 
the  ameDdaaent ;  Mr,  Plunkett, 
Lord  Inmimore^  and  otiier  members 
supported  the  original  motion. 
After  which  the  house  divided,  for 
the  motion  162 — against  it  82. — 
Adjourned. 

Bouse  of  Lords,  May  13 — ^The 
quorum  magistrates  and  union  du- 
ties bill  were  read  the  second  time  ; 
the  other  bills  on  the  table  were 
forwarded  one  stage. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
presented  the  report  of  t)w  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the 
state  of  the  law  respecting  mar- 
riage, which  was  read.  The  report 
stated,  that  the  committee  having 
considered  the  dissatisfaction  which 
had  been  expressed  by  many  cler- 
gymen, on  the  subject  of  tlte  vari- 
ous new  forms  rendered  necessary 
by  the  act  of  last  session,  had 
deemed  it  expedient  to  recur  to  the 
forms  previously  in  use;  they  there- 
fore recommended  the  discontinuance 
of  all  such  forms  as  were  vexatious 
and  nugatory,  more  particularly 
those  which  regarded  the  oaths  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  parties  pre* 
viously  to  the  solemnization  of 
marriage.  On  the  general  subject, 
the  committee  recommended  a  bet- 
ter arrangement  of  the  clauses  of 
the  act  of  26th  Geo.  IJ.  *  With 
respect  to  bans,  they  .  did  not 
consider  any  alteration  necessary, 
except  that  permission  should  be 
given  to  have  them  published  in 
chapels.  With  respect  to  licences, 
they  recommend  that  they  should 
be  suffered  to  remain  on  their  present 
footing.  Both  bans  and  licences, 
if  not  acted  upon  within  three 
months,  should  be  renewed.  The 
committee  declare  the  great  diffi- 
culty they  have  had  in  reconciling 
the  parental  rights  with  a  due  re- 


gard to  the  rights  of  minors ;  and 
understanding  that  the  opitiion  of 
the  house  was  fully  expressed 
against  the  renewal  of  that  clause 
of  the  old  law,  by  which  marriages 
of  minors  had  without  consent  of 
parents  and  guardians,  were  de- 
clared null  and  void ;  they  suggest 
therefore,  that  there  should  be  a 
provision,  by  which  such  marriages 
may  be  voided,  if  a  suit  be  com<« 
menced  within  twel^  months  after 
solemnization.  The  Court  of  Chan- 
cery to  have  jurisdiction  in  the  like 
manner  as  it  has  in  cases  of  wards 
of  that  court.  The  committee  had 
extended  their  conmderation  to  the 
marriages  of  Roman  Catholics  an^ 
other  dissenters,  but  were  of  opi« 
uion  that  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  include  them  in  the  present  bill. 
After  the  report  had  been  read, 

Lord  EUenborough  rose.  It  was 
not  his  intention,  he  said,  to  pro- 
voke any  discussion  of  the  measure 
at  present,  but  he  wished  to  state, 
as  might  be  imagined,  that  he  did 
not  concur  in  the  principle  that 
marriages  of  minors  without  con- 
sent of  parents  and  guardians  should 
be  void.  He  would  only  now  beg 
to  call  their  lordships'  attention  to 
the  necessary  consequences  if  that 
principle  were  introduced  into  the 
marriage-law.  In  the  first  place, 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely 
nugatory,  for  a  minor  might  form 
a  valid  marriage  by  means  of  bans 
(it  was  only  to  marriages  by  licences 
that  the/ principle  was  to  extend), 
and  therefore  need  not  have  re- 
course to  the  marriage  by  licence. 
But  though  it  was  nugatory  as  to 
the  end  proposed^  it  did  seem, 
to  him  to  hold  out  a  means  by 
which  profligate  young  men  might 
iibtain  possession  of  the  persons 
of  women  by  means  ol  a  fictitious 
marriage.  It  contained  a  penalty 
applying  only  to  the  weaker  party, 
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who,  Qo  every  priDciple»  was  en- 
titled to  protection.  For  these  and 
other  rea^ns,  with  which  he  wouM 
not  trouble  their  lordships  then^ 
but  which  he  would  state  at  length 
when  the  bill  came  under  disr 
cussion,  he  entirely  dissented  from 
the  provision  recomipended  by 
the  conunittee;  and  he  gave  no- 
tice to,  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(liord  Stowell)  and  the  right  rev. 
prelate,  whom  he  considered  as 
the  authors  of  that  clause,  that  he 
should  oppose  it  in  every  way  pos- 
sible consistent  with  the  forms  of 
parliament. 

The  Archbishop  of  CanUrbury 
then  brought  in  the  bill,  foundcMd 
on  tl^e  report  of  the  committee, 
which  was  read  tbe  first  time. 
His  grace  observed,  that  the  se- 
cond reading  might  be  fixed  for 
some  convenient  day  after  the 
holidays.. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  present- 
ed a  petition  from  Samuel  Thornton, 
Governor  of  the  Russia  Company, 
set^ng  forth  that  it  had  been  the 
custom  for  two  centuries  to  solemn- 
nisse  the  marriages  of  British  sub- 
jects in  Russia,  but  that  doubts  had 
recently  been  raised  as  to  their  va- 
lidity;, he  therefore  prayed  the 
house  to  pass  an  act  to  declare 
them  valid. 

Lord  Stowell  considered  it  unne- 
cessary to  comply  with  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  as  tbe  marriages 
referred  to  had  always  been  consi- 
dered vi^id  marriages  in  our  courts 
of  law. 

Petition  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tal}le. — Adjourned. 

House  J/*  Commons^  May  13. — 
The  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  four 
o'cioc)c,  but  there  were  not  suffi- 
cient members  present  to  make  a 
house. — ^Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords f  May  14.— iStr 
T«  Letkbrtdge,  Mr,  Byng,  and  other 


members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
brought  up  the  Bermondsey  gas- 
light, and  various  other  private 
bills,  which,  were  read  a  first  time. 

Petitions  were  presented,  three 
against  slavery  —  and  from  the 
treasurers  of  couQties  in  Ireland  for 
an  increase  of  salary. 

The  quorum  magistrates  and 
union  duties  bilb  went  through 
committees,  and  were  reported 
without  amendments. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  May  14.— 
The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  tbe  Allardyce  divorce 
bill.  Counsel  were  heard,  and  wit* 
nesses  examined  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
on  Friday  next 

Sir  J.  Newport  gave  notice,  that 
at  tbe  conunencement  of  die  next 
session,  he  would  move  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  esta^ 
blished  clergy  in  Ireland,  the  resi- 
dence of  the  clergy,  and  the  di»- 
posal  of  the  first  fruits  fund. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  G. 
Bennett  a  select  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  present 
state  of  the  Peniteniiary  at  Mill- 
baok« 

Sir  /.  Yorke^  Mr*  Omrtemy^ 
and  Mr.  Holfm^d^  entered  into  an 
explanation  respecting  a  letter  sent 
to  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  supposed  to 
have  been  lost,  regarding  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  scurvy  among  the 
prisoners, 

Mr,  Hume  gave  notice,  that  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Mab^rly)  would 
on  the  28t]i  instant  move  for  a- 
committee  on  the  malt  and  beer 
duty,  with  a  view  to  transferring 
the  duty  on  beer  to  malt 

Petitions  were  presented,  nineteen 
against  slavery  —  to  ..equalize  tbe 
duties  on   sugar— against  the  re> 
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t)cal  of  iho  wool  tax— iig«tti»t  tho 
eiml  ^ties— «g^ii8t  the  malt  du- 
ties— for  an  altemtiott  in  the 
law  of  lien  apon  coosignntents 
fsoBi  EE^IancTte  foreign  countriea 
— against  altering  the  law  for 
stamfMng  Scotch  linens —- from 
Mr.  M^Adam  fir  remuneration 
*-«gEin8l  the  London  bridge 
bill. 

Sir  H.  Piu-nell  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  move  on  Fridaj 
for  a  secret  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  prevailing 
disturbances  in  Ireland* 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  inquiry  into  the 
einiduct  of  tbe  Sheriff  of  Dublin, 
wben  several  witnesses  were  exa- 
mined ;  after  which »  on  the  motion 
of  tbe  ChaniceUor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
tbe  house  resumed,  and  the  chair- 
man having  reported  progress,  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr^  Brawnkm^ 
there  was  ordered  to  be  laid  be* 
lore  the  house,  a  return  of  the 
grand  jury  panels  6>r  the  county 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  for  the  years 
1798  and  1805. 

Mr,  Hume  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention af  the  house  to  the  misgo- 
vemed  state  of  Newfoundland,  and 
moved  '^  l*hat  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  take  into  oonside* 
ration  the  state  of  the  fisheries,  the 
revenue,  the  law8»  and  tbe  admi- 
mstration  of  justice  in  the  isknd 
of  Newfoundland,  and  to  report  the 
evidence  taken,  and  their  opinion, 
to  the  house."  Which  was  sup* 
ported  .by  Mr.  M.  A.  Taj/hr^  Mr, 
Brigkij  and  Mr.  Buttervx)rthj  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  WUnud  and  Cap- 
Urn  Gordon  :-*for  tbe  motion  fl7y 
agatnsi  it  43. 

Mr.  Hume  postponed  his  mo- 
timi  on  the  subject  of  naval  pfo- 


motions. :  but  was  not  able  at  pre-^^ 
sent  to  fix  the  day  on  which  he 
would  bring  it  on« 

On  the  motion  of  the  CkmceUor 
^  the  Exchequer^  the  house  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  customs'  duties  act. 

The  ChoHceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  the  resolutions  he  intended  to 
propose  were  in  tbe  nature  of  regu* 
lations,  with  a  view  to  the  fd,ci- 
litating  and  expediting  business  at 
the  cttstomrhottse  ;  but  in  thec«Bes 
where  any  slight  alteration  of  the 
duties  were  intended,  he  had  pre- 
pared a  schedule  which  wQoId 
state,  not  only  the  duty  intended 
to  be  imposed,  but  that  which  the 
articles  paid  at  present,  which 
could  be  printed,,  and  would  afford 
hon.  members  every  information 
in  time  for  the  discussion  of  the. 
measure. 

Mr,  Hume  wished  to  know  if 
there  was  any  increase  of  duty  on 
any  articles  f 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said)  ha  believed  there  was  an  in- 
crease on  buck-wheat,  which  often 
came  into  competition  with  barley* 
in  the  brewerieS)  and  it  was  there- 
fore thought;  proper  to  assimilate 
the  rates  of  that  wo^ 

Mr.  H.  G.  Bemet  wished  that 
objects  (tf  natural  history  should 
be  exempted  from  duties^  and  cqm- 
plained  of  the  pillage  which  took 
place  at  the  custom-house  in  plants 
and  seeds. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
agreed  that  tbe  articles  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  be^ 
ing  intended  for  the  advancemeqit 
of  science,  ought  to  be  at  a  mere^ 
nominal  duty.  He  acknowledgfid. 
that  he  had  himself  received  papk- 
ages  which  had  been  pillaged,  but 
could  never  find  out  how  it  bup- 
pened.     There  were  persons  tiding 
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as  agents,'  wbo,  hs  proposed,  should 
be  placed  Bnder  the  regalatiou  of 
licences,  which  be  hoped  might  in 
some  measure  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  Bright  thought  fifty  per 
cent,  too  much  on  tbe  articles  not 
enumerated. 

Mr,  Maberly  bad  no  objection 
to  the  regulation,  but  trusted  it  was 
not  meant,  as  in  a  former  case, 
to  have  an  eye  to  revenue  also.       i 

Mr.  Htme  wished  to  know  if 
there  was  any  alteration  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  sulphur  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  this  article  paid  a  very  high 
duty,  1 5s.  per  cwt.,  except  to  the 
makers  of  oil  of  vitriol,  who  were 
allowed  nine-tenths  by  way  of 
drawback,  and  of  late  years  the 
whole  duty  had  1>een  drawn  back ; 
but  as  the  revenue  had  in  conse- 
quence suffered  from  frauds,  it  was 
proposed  to  repeal  the  high  duty, 
and  lay  a  duty  of  one-tenth  tho 
amount,  without  allowing  any  draw- 
back. 

After  some  farther  desultory 
conversation,  in  which  Mr»  Hume^ 
Mr.  HuskUsim,  Mr.  D.  Gilbert ^  and 
Mr.  Bright^  took  a  part, 

Tbe  house  resumed.  The  report 
was  brought  up ;  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  a 
view  to  (heir  being  re-committed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  May  15. — 
The  Earl  of  Damley  wished  to  be 
informed  at  what  period  the  bill 
before  tbe  other  house,  for  renewing 
the  insurrection  act  in  Ireland, 
might  be  expected  to  come  before 
their  lordships. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that 
from  the  proceedings  which  were 
going  on  in  the  other  house  of  par- 
liament, it  was  obviously  impossible 


for  any  person  to  say  at  whad  time 
the  bill  would  be  before  that  honte. 
— Adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

House  of  Commons^  May  \S.— 
Petitions  were  presented;  thirty* 
five  against  slavery,  two  for  it — 
two  against  the  debtors'  act —  two 
against  duties  on  coals  going  coast- 
ways —  nine  from  Scotland  against 
the  repeal  of  the  linen  laws. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
gave  notice,  that  on  the  90th  of 
May,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  he 
would  move  a  vote  for  the  new 
building  of  the  British  Museum. 

Mr.  Huskisson  gave  notice,  that 
on  Friday  next  he  would  submit  a 
resolution  to  put  the  duties  on 
goods  imported  in  shipping  from 
countries  pursuing  the  same  system, 
on  a  footing  with  goods  imported 
in  British  shipping. 

Mr.  IV.  Smith  complained,  thai 
certain  returns,  relative  to  the  West 
India  colonies,  which  had  been 
moved  for  so  long  back  as  the 
month  of  July  ld!Sl,  had  not  yet 
been  laid  before  the  house.  Id 
some  instances  the  governors  had 
made,  apologies  for  not  having  for* 
warded  those  returns.  The  retuma 
from  Jamaica  and  Grenada  had  not 
been  made  up  to  this  day;  they 
were  not,  at  least,  in  the  pessessiua 
of  the  members  of  Uiat  house ; 
and,  to  tbe  best  of  his  belief,  they 
were  not  in  tbe  colonial  office. 
Repeated  inquiries  had  been  made 
at  the  colonial  office,  but  no  satis* 
factory  answer  had  been  received. 

Mr.  fVilmot  said,  that  he  bad 
last  night  laid  on  the  table  of  tbe 
house  the  returns  alluded  to. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  rose  to  move, 
*'  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  lam 
relating  to  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, intrusted  to  merchants, 
agents,  or  factors,  and  its  influence 
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OD  pmperty,  and  to  report  their  ob- 
servatioin  tfaerebn  to  tbe  hoose*'* 
As  a  very  iobportant  mocion  was 
aboat  to  be  submitted  to  the  bouse, 
it  was  his  iBtention  to  confine  him- 
self to  the  simple  proposition  for  a 
committee^ 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  appointed. 

Sir  J,  Macintosh  said,  as  he  ob^ 
served  that  the  Irish  inquiry  was 
postponed  to  Wednesday  next,  he 
begged  it  to  be  understood,  that  he 
would  Dot|  after  that  day,  wave  the 
priority  of  his  motion  oil  the  sub- 
ject of  the  criminal  law. 

Mr.  Sykts  stated,  that  he  would 
porene  the  same  course  with  respect 
to  a  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Buxton  brought  for- 
ward his  motion  upon  the  subject 
of  West  Indian  slavery :  after  de* 
tailing  and  answering  the  argu- 
ments of  its  advocates,  he  moved, 
*'*'  That  the  state  of  slavery  is  re- 
pugnant to  the  principles  of  the 
British  constitution  and  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  that  it  ought 
to  be  gradually  abolished  through- 
out the  British  colonies,  with  as 
much  expedition  as  may  be  found 
conttstent  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  well  being  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned*" 

Mr.  Canning  said  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  rise  at  that  early  part 
of  the  evening,  to  express  the  sen- 
timents of  his  colleagues  and  of 
himself  upon  that  subject :  that 
the  spirit  of  Christianity  required 
the  ultimate  abolition  of  slavery, 
but  that  it  must  be  gradual.  He 
therefore  moved  the  three  following 
resohitions  by  way  of  amendment : 
*^  That  it  is  expedient  to  adopt 
effectual  and  decisive  measures  for 
melioraliDg' the  condition    o{  the 


slave  population  of  his  Majesty's 
colonies. 

"  That,  through  a  determined 
and  vigorous,  but  at  the  same  time 
judicious  and  temperate,  enforce? 
ment  of  such  measures,  this  house 
looks  forward  to  a  progressive  im- 
provement in  the  character  of  the 
slave  population,  such  as  may  pre- 
pare them  for  a  participation  in 
those  civil  rights  aud  privileges 
which  are  enjoyed  by  other  classes 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

*'  I'hat  this  house  is  anxious  for 
the  accomplishment  of  these  pur- 
poses at  the  earliest  period  that  may 
be,  consistently  with  the  welfare  of 
the  slaves  themselves,  the  well- 
being  of  the  colonies,  and  a  fair 
and  equitable  consideration  of  tbe 
state  of  property  therein." 

Which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
fVilber/arce  and  some  other  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  Buxton  then  withdrew  his 
inotion,  and  the  amendment  was 
carried. 

Mr.  S,  Rice  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  r^ulate  the  office 
of  coroners  in  Ireland. 

Mr,  R.  Martin  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr,  f*.  Paimer  suggested  the 
propriety  of  introducing  the  subject 
in  a  fuller  house. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lords,  May  16. — 
Lord  Dacre  moved  for  returns  of 
the  malt  duties  from  the  year  179<1. 
— Ordered.  His  lordship  also  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Royston,  Herts,  praying 
for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  colonies. — Ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

Sir 
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Sir  Edward  KnatehMi,  aeeom- 
panied  by  several  members  of  the 
House  of  CoramoDB,  brought  up 
the  Maidstone  gas  light  and  other 
private  bills. 

Sir  George  Hill  brought  a  mes- 
sage from  the  CommonSy  statiug, 
that  in  the  bill  for  more  effectually 
i-Qgulating  the  office  of  county  trea- 
surer in  Ireland,  a  clause  bod,  by 
mistake,  been  imroduced  into  the 
engrossed  copy  which  had  been 
sent  up  .to  their  lordships,  and 
which  clause  had  been  disagreed  to 
by  the  Commo08»  who  requested, 
therefore,  that  their  lordships  would 
be  pleased  to  expunge  the  clause. 
After  the  message  bad  been  read, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  informed  the 
Commons  that  the  house  would 
send  an  answer  by  a  messenger  of 
its  own. 

Earl  GrovccBor  stated,  that  last 
year  he  had  made  a  motion  on  the 
subject  of  sinecures.  He  now 
wished  for  some  information  re- 
specting offices  in  the  West  Indies, 
which,  though  not  exactly  sine- 
cures,  were  nearly  allied  to  them, 
as  they  were  executed  by  deputy  ; 
and  also  offices  granted  in  reversion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that 
with  respect  to  the  offices  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  lord,  every  thing 
had  been  done  that  could  be  done 
at  present,  till  some  of  the  existing 
interests  expired;  but  any  person 
now  appointed  to  an  office  in  the 
West  Indies  was  obliged  to  go  there, 
and  execute  it  in  person.  With 
respect  to  the  revenue  and  other 
departments,  they  had  been  sub- 
jected to  the  scrutiny  of  C(Mnmi»- 
sions,  some  of  whieh  were  still  in 
tbe  course  of  their  inquiries. 

Lord  King  complained  of  the 
manner  in  which  pensions  were 
granted  on  the  four  and  half  per 
cent,  duties. 


The  Em4  ^Uvarpool  aaid,  that 
no  pension  had  bem  grantad  on 
that  fund  for  a  long  time  past. 

Earl  Grosvenor  then  moved  for 
a  return  of  all  offices  granted*  in 
reversion  by  the  crown,  since  the 
1st  of  January  1820.  — Ovdered. 
His  lordship  subsequoBily  moved 
for  a  similar  return  as  to  peDsioas. 
— ^Agreed  to. 

The  Marquu  of  Laiudcram  p«e» 
sented  a  petition  from-the  Chambtr 
of  Commerce  in  Glasgow,  agpuait 
the  weights  and  measures:'  hilL  On 
moving  that  the  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table,  the  noble  Marquis  ob- 
served that  he  was  by  no  means 
prepared  to  give-  any  definite  opi»- 
nion  on  the  subject,  but  it  was  one 
of  the  very  highest  importance, 
and  the  objections  of  the  petition- 
ers were  entitled  to  the  gravest 
consideration. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  agreed 
with  the  noble  marquis  that  the 
subject  was  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. He  bdieved  there  was  a 
standing  order  of  their  lordshipsy 
that  all  bills  of  this  aotnra  skooOd, 
before  the  first  readings  he  refomd 
to  a  select  committee.  (The  stand- 
ing order  was  read  .by  the  clerk  at 
the  table.)  His  lordship  continued^ 
that  if  the  present  bill  was  not 
within  tbe  words  of  that  order,  it 
came  clearly  within  its  spirit*  He 
should,  tlierefore,  propose  thar  the 
bill  should  be  referred  to  a  com^ 
mittee^  and  also  the  petition  which 
the  noble  lord  had  presented. 

Lord  MehiUe  said  the  subject 
had  been  referred  to  commissionera^ 
and  they  had  reported  upon  it: 
those  reports  were  before  the.  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons 
who  considered  tho  bill.  He  thought 
that  these  ■  reports  should  he  alsa 
before  their  lordships*  comanttne. 
After  some  further  conversation, 
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ID  wliicfa  tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  and 
the  Duke  of  Somerset  took  part, 
the  coaiaiUtee  was  appointed^  and 
the  bill  and  petition  referred  to  it. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  third  rending  of  the 
Iiiab  militia  reduction  bill. 

Lord  Gosford  roee,  and  repeated 
his  former  objectiono  to  the  bill, 
as  a  breach  of  faith  and  an  act  of 
injustice  to  the  men  who  would 
thus  be  set  adrift  without  any  com- 
peaeation.  He  urged  on  their  lord- 
ships' attention  the  great  danger 
thejre  would  be  in  spreading  through 
the  country  a  body  of  men  used 
to  arms,  with  such  motives  to  be 
discontented. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  supported 
the  bill.  Out  of  eight  hundred  men 
who  would  be  discharged,  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty  would  have  pensions, 
and  the  others  would  have  openings 
made  for  them  to  act  as  constables 
under  the  new  act. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Cakdon  concurred 
in  all  that  had  been  said  hy  his 
poble  friend  (Lord  Gosford).  He 
slMNild  therefore  oppose  the  bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Lorton  against  the  bill,  the  house 
divided,  when  there  appeared— 
content  18 —  not  content  9.  —  The 
hill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl,  of 
Skaftesbury^  it  was  ordered  that  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  Comm«>ns 
to  request  copies  of  the  second  and 
third  reports  of  the  committee  on 
weights  and  measures. 
Adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 
Home  of  Commons,  May  16. — 
Mr.  Lambion  presented  a .  petition 
from  South  Shields,  praying  that 
no  duty  might  be  imposed  on  th&r 
shipping  on  account  of  the  rebuild- 
ing  of  London  Bridge* 


Seven  petitions  were  presented 
praying  for  the  abolitiou  of  slavery. 

Mr^  Hume  moved  that  returns 
respecting  Newfoundland,  ordered 
by  tbe  house,  should  be  nMcde 
forthwith.  —  Ordered.  Also  for 
various  accounts  connected  with 
the  revenue  and  government  ex- 
penditure of  the  Isle  of  Man. — 
Ordered. 

Mr.  S,  Rice  pi:esented  a  petition 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  Limerick,  praying  for  a  duty  on 
foreign  yarn. 

Jtfr.  Brougham  moved  for  a  re* 
turn  of  the  places  held  by  Mr. 
W^ilkie,  late  o(  the  tax-office,  dis- 
tinguishing profits  and  salaries.—^ 
Ordered.  , 

The  house  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  registry  bill. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said  that  he  had 
previously  introduced  a  clause  for  a 
more  fair  and  equal  admeasurement 
of  the  tonnage ;  but  the  objections 
taken  to  it  were  so  numerous^ 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  with- 
draw it. 

The  house  having  resumed,  Lord 
G,  Somerset  brought  up  the  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
further  consideration  this  day  fort- 
night. 

The  cochineal  duties  bill  was 
committed,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  received  on  Friday  next. 

Mr,  Brougkam  brought  in  a  bill 
for  regulating  the  licences  in  the 
retailing  of  beer  and  ale.  Previous 
to  its  being  read  a  first  time,  he 
observed  that  a  bill  had  been 
brought  in  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Reading,  the  object  of  which 
resembled  his  own,  inasmuch  as  it 
granted  that  power  to  brewers 
which  he  wished  to  be  given  gene« 
rally.  It  was  quite  unnecessary, 
therefore,  the  large)  object  being 
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provided  for  by  tha  bill  now  before 
the  house,  that  another  should  be 
passed.  The  bill  was  then  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Friday 
next. 

The  house  went  into  a  commit- 
tee on  the  masters  and  apprentices 
bill,  to  which  several  clauses  were 
added.  The  report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  on  Friday  next. 

Lord  F,  Osborne  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  an  individual  of  the 
name  of  John  Clarke,  of  Shiptou, 
in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
who,  having  been  committed  to 
prison  for  want  of  sureties,  re- 
mained in  confinement  from  Jan. 
1821  to  the  same  month  in  lS2ft. 
Duiing  this  period  he  had  been 
kept  to  hard  labour  for  six  hundred 
days,  without  receiving  any  remu- 
neration, and  he  prayed  that  the 
house  would  afford  him  relief. 

Mr.  S.  Wortk^  said,  that  the 
produce  of  the  labour  of  the  pri- 
soners was  disposed  of  towards 
their  maintenance.  By  the  seventh 
section  of  the  twenty-second  of 
George  III.  cap.  22,  the  keepers 
of  prisons  were  authorized  to  put 
all  persons  within'^tbeir  custody  to 
labour — though  not  to  severe  la- 
hour — while  they  were  maintained 
at  the  expense  of  the  county.  Upon 
this  he  justified  the  legality,  though 
he  would  say  nothing  of  the  ex- 
pediency, of  the  conduct  of  magis- 
trates on  this  occasion. 

Lord  F.  Osborne  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Marty n  Stapylton,  £«q. 
a  magistrate  of  the  county  of  York, 
complaining  of  the  practice  of  put- 
ting prisoners  to  labour  in  the 
tread-mill  before  their  trials.  The 
petitioner  had  already  made  a  re- 
presentation to  the  quarter  sessions 
of  his  own  county,  but  that  failing 
of  success,  he  had  applied  to  this 


house.  The  noble  lord  thcmght 
the  practice  was  highly  injurious 
and  unjustifiable,  because  it  de- 
stroyed the  distinction  between  ac- 
cusation and  crime.  Seeing  a 
right  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
place,  he  hoped  he  would  take  some 
means  to  prevent  the  employment 
of  females  in  the  tread-mills.    > 

Mr.  James  had  no  doubt  of  the 
illegality  of  the  practice. 

Mr.  Feel  had  on  a  former  oc- 
casion directed  returns  to  be  made 
of  the  operation  of  the  tread-mill 
on  the  health  of  the  priaoners. 
Those  returns  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  and  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  effects  of  the  labour  had  been 
such  as  would  authorize  the  bring- 
ing in  any  law  for  exempting  fe- 
males. It  was  of  course  subject  to 
frequent  inspection,  to  the  super- 
intendence of  visiting  magistrates 
and  surgeons,  which  would  always 
protect  the  prisoners  from  being 
put  to  such  onerous  labour  as  would 
affect  their  health. 

Mr.  Denman  thought  he  was 
ju&tified  in  drawing  this  conclusioii 
from  the  present  conversation — that 
the  opinion  of  the  house  was  against 
the  keeping  prisoners  to  labour 
before  trial,  and  he  trusted  this  opi- 
nion would  go  forth.  It  was,  be 
thought,  clearly  illegal,  as  it  in  fact 
anticipated  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

Mr.  S.  Wortley  quoted  again, 
and  at  length,  the  section  above- 
mentioned,  in  support  of  the  legality 
of  the  practice. 

Mr.  Denman  understood  the  dis- 
tinction to  be,  that  prisouen  were 
to  labour  only  so  long  as  would 
produce  a  sum  adequate  to  their 
support.*  In  the  case  of  the  pe- 
titioner it  had  been  clearly  ex- 
ceeded. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
Milton, 

Mr 
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iir.  Peel  said,  that  it  was  most 
desirable  to  render  the  punishment 
of  the  tread-mill  efficient  by  mak- 
ing it  a  stigma  and  a  disgrace.  It 
would,  however,  be  very  wrong  on 
this,  as  well  as  every  other  ac- 
count, that  the  distinction  between 
commitment  for  trial  and  convic- 
tion of  an  offence  should  be  con- 
founded. 

The  further  consideration  of  the 
Scotch  commissioners'  bill  was, 
after  some  conversation  between 
Lord  A.  Hamiiton,  the  Lord-Adoo- 
cate^  Mr.  Abercrombtf,  and  Mr, 
Hume,  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  to  present  a  pe- 
tition from  James  Butcher,  a 
spiri^dealer,  residing  in  Dundee, 
who,  he  observed,  complained  of 
great  injustice  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  excise  laws  were  ad- 
ministered in  Scotland,  He  (Mr. 
Hume)  had  forwarded  to  the  Trea- 
sury a  representation  of  the  case 
of  this  individual,  iii  the  hope  that 
his  grievances  would  be  redressed. 
It  appeared  that  a  dispute  had 
taken  place  between  the  collector 
of  ^cise  in  the  petitioner's  neigh- 
bourhood and  the  petitioner,  as  to 
the  period  at  which  his  licende  ex- 
pired. The  collector  insisted  that 
it  expired  in  December ;  the  peti- 
tioner averred  that  it  remained  in 
force  till  Januaiy.  This  dispute 
might  easily  have  been  settled  before 
the  ordinary  excise  court,  and  the 
petitioner  was  summoned  to  attend 
that  court :  but  when  he  appeared, 
he  found  that  the  collector  had 
withdrawn  the  proems.  The  pe- 
titioner, during  a  period  of  nine 
months,  applied  to  the  collector, 
but  without  effect,  for  a  licence ; 
but  at  length,  in  1822,  he  was  sum- 
moned before  the  Exchequer  Court, 
for  two  years'  arrears.  He  was 
Migedf  at  considerable  expense,  to 


proceed  to  Edinburgh,  and  there  an 
offer  was  made  to  compromise  the 
business.  The  system  of  compro- 
mise was  very  common  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  was  a  very  great  evil. 
Officers  of  excise  cited  individuals 
before  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and 
then  offered  to  compromise  the 
charge.  This  was  generally  ac- 
cepted; because  the  Crown  paid 
110  costs,  and  even  in  case  of  an 
acquittal,  the  expense  to  the  party 
prosecuted  would  perhaps  be  double 
the  amount  of  what  he  would  be 
called  onto*pay  under  acompromise. 

The  Lord  Advocate  said,  he 
knew  nothing  of  this  case.  With 
respect  to  the  system  of  compro- 
mise, he  believed  it  prevailed  in 
Scotland  as  it  did  in  England.  In- 
dividuals resorted  to  a  compromise 
when  they  thought  it  better  than 
to  proceed  to  trial. 

Mr,  Drummond  was  glad  the 
subject  was  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  It  was  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
learned  Lord  Advocate. 

Mr. Canning  presented  additional 
papers  relative  to  the  slave-trade. 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Canning  moved  *'  that  the 
house,  at  its  rising,  adjourn  to 
Friday  next." — Ordered. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  to  which 
had  been  referred  certain  docu- 
ments drawn  up  by  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  examine  into 
the  state  of  the  courts  of  justice  in 
Ireland,  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Chief  Baron  O'Grady,  which, 
after  a  conversation  of  considerable 
length,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  comniutation  of 
tithes  bill. — ^The  consideration  of 
the  report  deferred  till  after  the 
holidays. 

The 
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The  Irnh  iMiiiTectioa  bill  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  on  Friday. 

Mr.  Hume  postponed  his  motion 
npon  naval  promotions  to  the  5th 
of  June. — Adjourned. 

Hvuse  0/  Commons^  May  %\. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
any  alteration  in  the  Scotch  linen 
laws — the  duty  on  coals  carried 
coastwise — against  the  warehous- 
ing bill  as  it  afiected  woollen  goods 
— against  slavery— for  a  duty  on 
foreign  tallow — against  the  duties 
on  wool — for  equalizing  the  duties 
on  sugar — against  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act — against  the  repeal 
of  the  Spitalfields  act — for  an  en- 
larged remuneration  to  Irish  clerks 
of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Hume^  alluding  to  the  case 
of  a  Mr.  Butcher,  an  excise  officer 
of  Dundee,  which  he  had  men* 
tioned  some  days  back,  moved  for 
a  copy  of  the  information  of  Mr, 
£wing  a  collector,  and  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  in  Scotland  against 
Mr.  Butcher. 

The  Lord  Advocate  had  no  ob* 
jection  to  the  production  of  the 
papers  moved  for  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  as  he  understood 
they  would  contain  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  case  which  had  been 
stated. 

Sir  James  Macintosh^  seeing  his 
right  honourable  friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
in  his  place,  wished  to  put  a  ques- 
tion to  him  on  a  subject  of  very 
high  importance,  and  most  nearly 
connected,  not  only  with  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  of  his  Majesty's 
crown,  but  with  the  interests  of  all 
lawful  and  practical  navigation. 
It  would  be  recollected,  that  in 
the  course  of  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  he  had  addressed  a 


similar  inquiry  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  predecessor,  the   late 
noble  Secretary  of  State  (the  Mar- 
quis of  Londonderry),  with  respect 
to  certain  wild,  monstrous,  and  ex- 
travagant pretensions  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  as  to  pretended 
vast  dominions  by  sea  and  land 
on  the  north-west  coast  of  Ame- 
rica;   those  dominions  embracing 
on  shore  several   extensive  terri- 
tories now  occupied  by  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  others 
which  were  possessed  by  citixens 
and  subjects  of  the  United  States 
of  America :  and  by  sea,  including 
an  extent  of  ocean  stretching  from 
the  north-west  coasts  of  America 
to  the  north-east  coasts  of  Asia. 
On  the  occasion  to  which  be  (Sir  J. 
Macintosh)  alluded,  the  noble  mar- 
quis told  the  house  that  he  had,  by 
the  command  of  his  Majesty,  pro- 
tested on  the  part  of  the  British  go^ 
vernment  against  those  principles 
of  dominion  which  had   been  re- 
cently set  up  by  Russia,  and  which 
he  justly  described  as  principlea 
that  ware  injurious    to  the  mari- 
time rights  of  all  conunerci^l  na- 
tions, and  especially  obnoxious  t« 
those  oi  the  first  commercial  na- 
tion in  the  world.    Since  this  pe- 
riod, however,  and  indeed  but  a  few 
days  since,  information  had  been 
received  in  this  country  from  Ame* 
rica»  that  Russia  no  longer  rested 
upon    unwarrantable    pretensionsi 
but    that    Russian  ships  of   war 
had  been   actually    employed    to 
warn  ofi*  the  ships  of  all  countries, 
from   the  whole   extent — sea  and 
land — intervening  between  Nootka 
Sound  and  Japan,  as  part  and  par- 
cel of  the  Russian  empire.     He 
had  been  informed  that  they  had 
driven    away    American    vessels, 
which  were  sailing  in  those  lati*- 
tudes;  and  the  same  prineipleei' 
exclusion 
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eKcJu$i^.woiiM  extefid.to  any  Bri- 
iisk  .ships  which  they  might  fiud 
thutt  m  iBAlter  of  oourae ;  andi 
doiiblless,  he  preBumed,  as  a  pre- 
liminary Btep  to  that  uoiversal 
dominion  by  land  and  sea  which 
the  plans  and  views  of  the  Russian 
emperor  seemed  lately  to  con- 
teooqplate.  In  the  first  place,  there- 
fore, he  begged  to  a9J(  the  right 
honourable  i^tleman — had  hi3 
Miyesty's  government  received  in- 
farmalion  that  such  acts  of  exclu- 
sion, as  had  occurred  in  the  case  of 
the  American  vesselsi  had  been 
committed  by  the  Russian  govern* 
meat  ?  And  in  the  second  place, 
whether  any  answer  bad  yet  been 
returned  by  that  govemmeut  to  the 
protest  of  Great  Britain  against  its 
preposterous  pretensions  ?  It  might 
be  desirable  to  know,  moreover, 
whether  any  negotiations  were  pend- 
ing on  the  subject? 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  to  the 
question  of  fact  which  had  been 
put  to  him  by  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  could  only 
reply,  that  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  hitherto  received  no  in- 
formation upon  the  matter,  except- 
ing through  that  channel  by  which 
the  statement  in  (question  had  been 
published  to  all  the  world.  He 
had,  therefore,  no  means  of  veri* 
fyiog  the  fact  on  which  the  hon. 
sund  kiumed  gentleman's  inquiry 
was.  founded.  In  the  second  place, 
as  to  the  situt^tion  in  which  this 
osoatry  stood  with  Russia,  in  re- 
spect of  the  general  question ;  it 
was  correctly  stated  that. they  had 
entered  a  protest  against  her  chum, 
upon  the  very  first  promulgation 
of .  those  principles.  That  protest 
had  been  presented  and  rqp^ted) 
both  at  the  congress  at  V'erpna, 
and  in  the  course  of  subsequent 
B^oftiatioBa.      Those  negotiations 


were  still  pending,  and  in  activity 
at  .the  Court  of  St.  Petersburgb. 
By  the  last  communications  ths<t 
his  Majesty's  government  had  re- 
ceived from  that  quarter,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  information,  conr 
nected  with  the  matter  to  which 
the  inquiry  of  the  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  referred,  had 
been  furnished  -to  our  ambassador 
there. 

Mr.  S»  Rice  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  honourable 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  of  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Wallace),  to  the  petition  which 
he  held  in  his  hand.  That  the 
trade  of  Ireland  should,  in  ail.  re- 
spects, be  put  on  the  same  f(X)tii)g 
with  that  of  the  rest  of  the  empire, 
so  far  as  was  consistent  with  all 
due  regard  for  the  revenue,  was  a 
principle  not  to  be  disputed.  It 
would,  however,  surprise  the  house 
to  learn,  that  die  trade  of  Ireland 
was  subject  to  a  charge  amount- 
ing to  not  less  than  one-sixth,  on 
the  average,  of  all  freights.  In 
order  to  show  this,  he  need  only^ 
instance  the  trade  between  Liver- 
pool and  Dublin,  or  Belfast.  The 
vessel  from  Liverpool  to  Dublin 
would  have  to  pay  light  and 
harbour  dues  only  once  in  the 
yeof;  whereas  the  vessel  coming 
into  the  port  of  Liverpool,  from 
Belfast  or  Dublin,  would  have  to 
pay  the  same  dues  every  trip^ 
as  if  she  were  a  fpreign  ship. 
He  knew  a  case  in  which  a  single 
shipping  proprietor  bad  bad  to  pay 
on  this  account,  for  a  vessel  enter- 
ing Belfast,  only  2SL  in  the  yebr ; 
but  for  the  same  vessel  entering 
Liverpool »  in  the  course  of  her 
trade,  the  enormous  sum  of  1,700/, 
He  wished  to  knovir,  therefore, 
whether  this  was  a  subject  likely  to 
be  taken,  up  by  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, 
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TeriimeDt»  or  whether  his  right 
honourable  friend,  seeing  that  Irish 
ships  paid  as  foreign  vessels,  would 
consider  it  a  fair  matter  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  trade. 

Mr.  fVallace  agreed  perfectly  in 
the  principle  that  the  trade  of  Ire* 
land  ought  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  that  of  England. 
The  matter  of  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  spoken  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  much  inquiry; 
and  in  the  course  of  the  last  year, 
the  general  subject  of  harbour  and 
light  dues  had  undergone  a  very 
earnest  and  laborious  investiga- 
tion. He  could  assure  his  hon. 
friend,  that  the  result  to  which  his 
Majesty's  government  had  come 
was,  that  the  trade  of  Ireland  ought 
to  be  placed  on  the  same  fooUng  as 
the  home  trade  of  the  rest  of  the 
empire.  He  trusted  that  the 
committee  would  speedily  be  en- 
abled to  report  on  the  matter,  no 
part  of  which  he  considered  more 
important  than  the  question  respect- 
ing Irish  shipping. 

Mr.  Eilice  begged  to  make  a 
remark  on  the  charges  to  which  our 
shipping  was  subjected  in  the  co* 
lonies.  The  charge  on  a  ship  of  300 
tons,  in.  one  of  those  colonies, 
amounted  altogether  to  nearly  lOf. 
per  ton,  a  burden  which  was  the 
more  objectionable,  inasmuch  as 
these  impositions  were  not  levied 
80  much  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public  revenue,  as  for  the  benefit  of 
private  officers.  He  had  taken  the 
trouble  of  ascertaining  what  were 
the  charges  on  shipping  paid  by 
the  Dutch  in  their  colonies;  and 
he  could  state  that  in  no  instance 
did  they  exceed  Is.  per  ton,  and 
that  was  levied  on  account  of  po« 
Ike  regulations  principally. 

Mr.  HuikUsm  thought  nothing 


could  be  more  desirable,  with  a 
view  to  the  benefit  of  this  oouotry, 
than  to  reduce  as  far  as  was  prac* 
ticable  or  expedient,  all  charges  oo 
vessels  trading  to  our  ports,  aad 
those  of  our  own  colonies,  whether 
they  were  ^>f  the  United  Kingdom 
or  foreign  owned.  He  had  heard 
that  these  charges  were  very  ex- 
cessive in  many  of  our  colonies; 
but  be  much  apprehended  that  the 
greater  portion  of  them  had  been 
imposed,  not  by  this  country,  but 
by  colonial  legislatures,  without 
the  interference  of  government. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman 
expressed  his  general  concurrence 
in  the  sentiments  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Wallace). 

Mr.  Elliccy  in  explanation,  ob- 
served, that  the  colonies  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  those  of  Tri- 
nidad and  i)t.  Lucia,  and  the  settle* 
ment  of  Demerara;  in  these 
there  were  no  colonial  govern- 
ments. 

The  petition,  which,  as  we  col« 
lected,  was  from  certain  inhabit- 
ants, merchants  and  others,  of  Bel-* 
fast,  interested  in  shipping,  praying 
for  a  revision  of  the  duties  and 
charges  at  present  payable  on  Irish 
ships  in  poFts  of  Great  Britain, 
was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Irish  trade. 

Mr.  Sykes  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  tallow  candles.  Opposed  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Mr.  Cunocn.  Negatived  without 
a  division.  Return  of  this  tax  is 
350,000^ 

Sir  J.  MacitUoshf  after  some  pre- 
liminary remarks  regarding  the  dif- 
ficulty of  attracting  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  so  hackiiied  a  sub* 
ject  as  that  upon  which  be  was  go« 
ing  to  address  it,  said  that  the  first 
public  discussion  at  which  he  had 
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been  present  after.hii  return  from 
India,  was  a  discussion  in  another 
place  upon  a  measure  of  Sir  Sa- 
muel Romilly,  tending  to  amelio- 
rato  the  existing  state  of  our  cri* 
minai  laws.    On  that  occasion,  be 
bad  heard  it  stated,  in  an  excellent 
speech  made  in  favour  of  the  prin* 
ciple  for  which  be  was  now  pre- 
paring to  contend,   that  if  a  fo- 
reigner were  to  form  his  estimnle 
of  the  people  of  England  from  a 
consideration  of  their  penal  laws, 
he    would    undoubtedly   conclude 
that  they  were  a  nation  of  barba- 
rians.     This  expression,    though 
strong,  was  unquestionaMy  true; 
for  what  other  opinion  could  a  hu- 
mane foreigner  form  of  us,  when 
he  found  that  we  had  200  laws, 
inflicting  capital  penalties,  on  our 
statute-book,  and  yet  never  acted 
upon  more  than  20  of  them — that 
we  were  savage  in  our  threats,  and 
yet  were  feeble  in  our  execution 
of  punishments — that  we  cherished 
a  system,  which  in  theory  was  odi- 
ous,  but  which  was  impotent  in 
practice,  from  its  excessive  seve- 
rity— that  in  cases  of  hi)ih  treason 
we  involved  innocent  children   in 
all   the  consequences  of  their  fa- 
thers' guilt — that  in  cases  of  cor- 
ruption of  blood,  we  were  even  still 
more  cruel,  punishing  the  offspring, 
when  we  could  not  reach  the  pa- 
rent— and  that  on  some  occasions 
we  even  proceeded  to  wreak  our 
vengeance  upon  the  bodies  of  the 
inanimate  dead  ?    If  the  same  per- 
son were,  however,  told  that  we 
were  the  same  nation  which  had 
been  the  first  to  give  full  publicity 
to  every  part  of  our  judicial  sys- 
tem— that  we  were  the  same  na- 
tion which  had  established  the  trial 
by  jury,  which,   blameable  as  it 
might  be  in  theory,  was  so  inva- 
luable in  practice — that  we  were 
1823. 


the  same  nation  which  had  found 
out  the  greatest  security  which  had 
ever  been  devised   for   individual 
liberty,  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus^ 
as  settled  by  the  act  of  Charles  IL 
-^that  we  were  the  same  nation 
which  had  discovered  the  full  bless- 
ings of  a   representative   govern « 
ment,  and  which  had  endeavoured 
to  diffuse  them  throughout  every 
part  of  our  empire, — he  would  won- 
der at  the    strange   anomalies  of 
human  nature  which  could  unite 
things  that  were  in  themselves  so 
totally  incompatible.     If  the  same 
foreigner  were  to  be  told  that  the 
abuses  which  struck  so  forcibly  on 
his  attention  were  abuses  of  the 
"  olden  time,"  which  were  rather 
overlooked  than  tolerated,  he  might 
perhaps  relent  in  his  judgment,  and 
confer  upon  us  a  milder  denomina- 
tion than  that  of  barbarians ;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  he  were  told 
that  influence  and  authority,  learn- 
ing and  ingenuity,   had  combined 
to  resist  all    reformation  of  these 
abuses  as  dangerous  innovations — if 
he  were  informed  that  individuals, 
who,  from  their  rank  and  talents,  en- 
joyed not  an  artificial  but  a  real  su- 
periority, rose  to  vindicate  the  worst 
of  those  abuses,  even  the  outrages 
on  the  dead,  and  to  contend  for  them 
as  bulwarks  uf  the  constitution,  and 
landmarks  of  legislation,  he  would 
revert  to  his  first  sentiments  regard- 
ing us,  though  he  might  perhaps 
condemn  the  barbarism  of  the  pre- 
sent,   instead  of  the  barbBrism  of 
the  past  generation.  He  would  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  to  the  house 
a  short  description  of  the  law  of 
England,  by  a  native  of  another 
country,  in  which  its  imperfections 
were  ably  and  pointedly  exposed 
to  public  view.   The  learned  gent, 
then  read  a  passage,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  substance; — **  The 
O  criminal 
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criminal  code  of  Englatod  in  many 
respects  was  admirable  and  well 
adapted  for  the  object  wfaieb  it 
had  in  view.  Its  judg^es  were  pure 
and  placed  beyond  die  feach  of 
suspicion  :  they  acted  by  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury,  and  were  open 
to  the  censure  of  an  acute  bar,  and 
to  the  control  of  a  free  press.  The 
system,  however,  had  its  imper* 
fections;  it  contained  some  relics 
of  antiquated  barbarism,  and  others 
of  scarcely  less  barbarous  modern 
misdirected  legislation.  There  was 
no  proportion  observed  by  it  in  the 
punishments  which  it  awarded  to 
offences.  Many  small  delinquen- 
cies were  raised  to  the  rank  of  ca- 
pital crimes,  and  the  same  ven- 
geance was  denounced  by  the  law 
against  the  offender  who  destroyed 
a  tree,  or  cut  down  a  twig,  as  was 
denounced  against^the  wretch  who 
committed  a  parricide.  Laws  of 
undue  severity  were  also  unduly 
executed ;  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  when  a  hundred  indivi- 
duals escaped,  and  one  fell  under 
the  vengeance  of  the  law,  the  fate 
of  the  individual  who  so  fell  was 
considered  as  an  act  of  arbitrary 
rigour,  instead  of  being  considered 
as  a  sacrifice  required  by  justice. 
He  was  regarded  as  a  martyr,  ra- 
ther than  as  a  victim  to  the  offend- 
ed majesty  of  the  laws."  Such  was 
the  opinion  of  an  individual  who, 
by  his  professional  occupations  and 
abilities,  was  entitled  to  some  re- 
spect upon  this  subject,  and  who 
enjoyed  such  a  reputation  with 
those  who  knew  his  merits,  that 
all  prcuse  athis  (Sir  J.Macintosh's) 
hands  was  totally  unnecessary. 
The  individual  to  whom  he  allud- 
ed, was  Mr.  Cranstoun,  and  the 
mention  of  his  name  rendered  all 
farther  eulogy  on  his  character 
quite    superfluous.     The    learned 


gentleman  then  said,  that  to  be 
perfectly  in  order  with  the  boose, 
he  ought  to  have  moved,  before 
he  commenced  his  observations  ou 
this  subject,  that  the  resolutions 
of  the  house  upon  it  on  the  4th  of 
June,  182!^,  should  be  entered  as 
read.  He  would  now  suppose  that 
it  had  been  so  read,  and  would 
proceed  to  remind  the  house  of 
what  they  had  ali^ady  done  upon 
this  subject.  In  the  year  1819, 
the  house,  upon  his  motion,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  criminal  law 
of  the  country,  on  the  express  al-  ^ 
legation  that  considerable  defects 
existed  therein ;  and  appointed  it 
in  express  defiance  of  an  allegation 
that  was  then  made,  that  such  an 
inquiry  as  he  proposed,  was  calcu- 
lated to  paralyze  the  ofieration  of 
the  laws,  and  to  hold  them  up  to 
public  scorn  and  indignation.  In 
the  year  1 8120,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed in  the  former  session,  some 
bills  were  brought  into  that  house 
and  passed,  which  little  satisfied 
his  wishes  on  the  subject.  Small 
and  scanty  as  the  reformation  then 
effected  was,  it  was  the  only  re- 
formation of  the  severity  of  the 
law  that  had  been  effected  since 
the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  For  two 
hundred  and  fifly  years  the  house 
had  proceeded  year  after  year  to 
heap  one  capital  felony  upon  ano- 
ther ;  and  in  all  that  time,  down 
to  the  year  18)^0,  no  repeal  of  any 
capital  felony  had  ever  been  made 
or  attempted  with  success.  In  the 
felonies  which  after  the  passing  of 
those  bills  were  no  longer  to  be 
considered  capital,  were  comprised 
several  crimes  which  were  of  a  very 
heinous  nature,  and  which  coold 
not  be  committed  without  grave 
forethought   and    deliberation    on 
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tli^  part  of  the  offender  Fraudu* 
lent  bankniptcy,  for  instance,  was 
a  crime  which  excited  as  little 
compassion  for  the  party  who  com'- 
mitted  it,  as  any  that  could  be 
found  in  all  the  black  catalogoe  of 
oflfences;  and  was  one  which  could 
not  be  effected  without  due  consi* 
deration  on  the  part  of  the  indivi* 
dual  who  meditated  it.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  from  any  feelings  of 
compassion  towards  the  offender, 
that  the  capital  punishment  at* 
tached  to  this  kind  of  felony  had 
been  repealed,  but  fn)m  a  convic-* 
tinn  that  the  severity  of  the  punish* 
nient  gave  impunity  to  the  offence, 
and  that  the  undue  rigour  of  the 
law  absolutely  tended  to  defeat  the 
object  for  which  it  was  enacted — ^a 
principle  which,  as  it  had  before 
been  recognised  by  the  house,  he 
trusted  that  it  would  not  be  reluc- 
tant to  re-affirm  on  the  present 
evening.  In  the  year  1821,  all 
that  was  effected  was  to  obtain  the 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  that 
house  to  the  principle  of  the  ne* 
cessity  of  altering  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  forgery.  The  bill, 
however,  which  was  brought  in 
upon  that  occasion,  was  subse* 
quebtly  thrown  out  by  a  stratagem, 
of  which  he  would  say  nothing 
more  than  this— 4httt  it  was  per- 
fectly inconsistent  with  the  usual 
practice  of  parliamentary  proceed- 
ing's where  no  political  interest  was 
at  stake.  In  i82«,  the  house 
adopted  a  general  resolution — that 
it  would  at  an  early  period  of  the 
emntng  session  take  into  its  serious 
consideration  the  means  of  increas- 
ing the  efficacy  of  the  eriminal  code 
by  abating  its  undue  rigour ;  and 
that  resolution  it  was  his  duty  per- 
haps at  an  earlier  period  in  the 
present  session  to  have  called  upon 
the  house  to  carry  into  execution. 


Circumstances,  however,  which  he 
would  not  trouble  the  house  by  de- 
tailing, had  prevented  him  from 
bringing  the  question  under  their 
consideration  until  the  present  mo- 
ment ;  and  he  should  not  even  now 
proceed  to  the  discussion  of  it,  un- 
till  he  had  called  their  attention  to 
another  case,  which  was  almost  as 
bad  as  fraudulent  bankruptcy.  He 
bad,  by  some  accident  or  another, 
seen  that  a  bill  was  now  under  con- 
sideration in  another  place  for  a 
new  regulation  of  the  law  of  mar- 
riage. He  approved  of  that  bill, 
because  it  repealed  the  act  of  the 
twenty-eixth  of  George  II.,  which 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  English  law, 
as  it  established  the  principle  of 
voiding  marriages,  and  so  enabled 
any  heartless  profligate  wretch  to 
spread  misery  through  families, 
and  to  rob  them  of  their  just  in- 
heritances. In  1820  he  had  at- 
tempted, but  in  vain,  to  obtain 
the  repeal  of  five  capital  felonies 
created  by  that  act.  He  was  hap- 
py to  see  that  they  were  abolished 
for  ever  by  the  bill  to  which  he  had 
just  been  alluding.  When  he  ven- 
tured  to  propose  their  abolition, 
he  was  censured  and  abused,  as  a 
rash  innovator,  who  was  anxious 
to  destroy  the  principal  provisions 
of  an  act  which  guarded  the  sacred 
institution  of  marriage.  Not  only 
had  his  bill  been  strongly  repro- 
bated in  parliament,  it  had  also 
been  attacked  by  much  eloquent 
declamation  out  of  it.  But,  still, 
in  spite  of  the  opposition  which  it 
had  encountered  in  parliament,  and 
the  mingled  powers  of  argument 
and  ridicule  that  had  been  brought 
to  play  upon  it  elsewhere,  they 
now  found  that  those  from  whom 
such  an  admission  was  least  to  be 
expected,  admitted  the  priueiple  on 
which  it  rested,  and  agreed  with 
o  2  them 
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them  that  the  best  mode  of  giving 
efficacy  to  the  laws,  was  to  dimi- 
nish their  undue  rigour.  They  had 
therefore  obtained  this  advantage, 
that  their  very  opponents  recog- 
nized the  justice  of  the  principle  on 
which  they  acted — "  Graid  pandc^ 
tur  ah  vrbe,**  By  the  delay,  of 
which  he  had  unintentionally  been 
the  occasion,  he  had  gained  in  his 
favour  the  authority  of  those  who 
were  the  enemies  of  innovation,  in 
their  own,  and  of  reformation,  in 
«  his  language.  If,  therefore,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  any  honour- 
able gentleman  should  taunt  him 
with  being  an  innovator,  and  with 
entertaining  desires  to  overthrow 
the  constitution,  he  should  reply  to 
them  by  saying,  "  I  appeal  to  your 
own  patriarchs  and  elders,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  leaders  of  your  own 
sect,  and  I  say  that  their  decision 
is  full  in  your  teeth  >ind  in  my  fa- 
vour. On  two  distinct  tfccasions — 
first,  on  the  bill  respecting  fraudu- 
lent bankruptcy,  and  now  on  ih'isr 
their  new  law  of  marriage,  they 
have  solemnly  promtunced  their 
opinion,  that  the  best  method  of 
increasing  the  efficacy  of  the  law 
is  by  abating  its  undue  rigour. 
Why,  then,  taunt  me  as  an  inno- 
vator,  when,  if  I  do  innovate  I  in- 
novate under  the  sanction  of  your 
patriarchs  and  teachers?"  The 
learned  gentleman  next  proceeded 
to  observe  that  in  1822  he  had 
been  told  that  the  abstract  propo- 
sition which  he  then  brought  for- 
ward was  calculated  to  paralyze  the 
laws,  and  to  suspend  their  opera- 
tion. Now,  nothing  of  that  kind 
occurred.  Indeed,  year  after  year 
had  such  a  prediction  been  made, 
and  year  after  year  had  it  been  fal- 
sified. Whenever  the  question  was 
brought  forward,  this  self  same  ob- 
jection was  made  to  it,  and  the  in- 


tenral  that  elapsed  between  Ibe  titne 
of  discussbg  it  always  showed  thai 
there  was  not  the  slightest  weight  in 
it.  Standing,  therefore,  upon  the 
decisions  to  which  the  house  had 
so  repeatedly  come  of  late  years,  he 
would  contend,  that  if  evei-  there 
was  a  case  in  which  it  was  boond 
to  preserve  its  own  consistency,  it 
was  that  on  which  he  was  at  pre- 
sent speaking.  They  had  before 
admitted,  that  there  was  undue 
rigour  in  the  present  state  of 
the  law,  and  that  the  best  mode 
of  relief  was  by  abating  it.  What 
was  it  that  he  now  felt  called  upon 
to  propose  to  them?  He  would 
answer  the  question  as  shortly  as 
possible.  Adhering  to  the  princi- 
ples he  had  formerly  laid  down,  he 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  submit 
to  the  house  first  of  all,  a  propoei- 
tion  which  would  embrace  a  recog^ 
nition  of  the  propriety  of  all  the 
particular  measures  which  the 
house  had  formerly  thought  it 
right  to  adopt;  and  secondly,  a 
proposition  which  would  carry  it 
somewhat  farther,  and  in  which 
he  should  embody  such  small  ad- 
ditions of  detail,  as  would  lead 
those  who  blamed,  to  blame  him 
for  lukewarmness  rather  than  for 
rashness — for  an  error  in  deficiency 
rather  than  for  an  error  in  excess. 
Though  the  propriety  of  abating 
the  undue  rigour  of  the  law  had  in 
its  favour  the  authority  of  all  the 
wisest  men  who  had  either  written 
or  spoken  on  the  subject,  there  was 
something  startling  in  the  proposi- 
tion to  those  who  only  thooght 
'slightly  upon  it,  which  would  per- 
haps render  his  illustration  of  it  not 
unacceptable.  There  could  not  be  a 
greater  error  in  criminal  legisla- 
tion, than  to  suppose  that  the  mis- 
chief of  an  action  was  to  be  the 
sole  regulator  of  the  amount  of 
punish- 
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(NtobbiBciit  to  be  awarded  to  iu 
For  a  puniahmmt  to  be  wise,  nay 
even  to  be  just,  it  must  be  ex* 
eniplary.  Now  what  was  requi- 
site to  make  it  exemplary  ? — that 
it  should  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
excite  frdr  in  the  breast  of  the 
pnbKc.  If  it  excited  any  feeling 
in  it  that  was  capable  of  conquering 
fear — for  instance,  if  it  excited  atn 
horreiice — then  it  was  not  exem- 
plary, but  the  reverse.  The  muxi- 
mum  of  punishment  depended  on 
the  sympathy  of  mankind,  since 
every  thing  that  went  beyond  it 
reflected  discredit  on  the  whole 
system  of  law,  and  tended  to  para- 
lyze ite  proper  operation.  What 
was  the  cause  of  the  inefficacy  of 
religious  prosecution? — ^that  it  in- 
flicted a  punishmrnt  which  was 
felt  to  be  too  severe  for  the  offence 
which  it  was  intended  to  check; 
that  it  bad  no  support  in  the  sym* 
pathies  of  the  public,  but  on  the 
contrary  injured  and  outraged  them 
all.  That  was  the  cause  that  the 
blood  of  the  martyr  always  proved 
the  seed  of  the  church.  People 
felt  tbat  opinions,  if  correct,  ought 
not  to  be  met  by  force ;  and  if  in- 
correct, they  would  sink  into  obli- 
vion if  force  were  not  employed  to 
put  them  down— '^Opinionumenim 
Gommente  delet  dies,  naturae  judi- 
cia  confirmat."  He  thought  that 
the  total  inefficacy  of  persecution 
lo  check  the  growth  of  opinions — a 
persecution  which  always  made 
the  martyr  be  considered  as  a  hero 
and  the  law  as^a  code  uf  oppression 
and  tyranny — served  also  to  prove 
that  laws  of  undue  severity  could 
io  no  instaibce  «fiectually  serve  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were 
enacted.  To  ensure  them  full  effi- 
cary,  tbey  ougbt  to  be  in  accord- 
ance,' not  only  with  the  general 
feelings  of  mankindi  but  also  with 


the  particular  &elings  uf  the  age ; 
tor  if  they  were  not  so  supported, 
they  were  certein  to  meet  with  its 
contempt  end  indignation.  The 
learned  gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  show  tbat  nothing  was  more 
false  tlian  the  arguments  usually 
urged  in  behalf  of  punishments-— 
namely,  that  the  crimes  which 
]'«ndered  them  necessary  were  the 
result  of  great  deliberation.  He 
thought  that  the  contrary  was  the 
fact,  and  that  iu  general  offenders 
were  hurried  away  by  the  strong 
pass.ons  that  were  implanted  in 
their  natore,  and  that  grew  with 
their  growth  and  strengtheued 
with  their  strength.  The  law  was* 
then  most  efficacious  when  it 
served  as  a  school  for  morals — 
when  it  attracted  to  it  the  feelings 
of  all  good  men,  and  when  it  called 
silently,  but  powerfully,  upon  all 
such  to  assist  in  its  administration. 
Now,  he  would  ask,  what  was  the 
lesson  to  be  derived  from  a  consi- 
deration of  the  laws  of  England  ? 
Why,  that  the  man  who  cut  down 
a  twig,  or  injured  a  cherry-tree,  or 
stole  a  sheep,  or  he  would  even 
Bay  forged  a  note,  was  as  black  a 
criminal  as  he  who  murdered  his 
father,  or  betrayed  the  interests  of 
his  country  to  a  foreign  enemy. 
He  Hcknowledged  that  this  con- 
spiracy of  the  laws  of  lilngland 
against  the  principles  of  nature 
was  not  successful.  The  feelings 
of  nature  in  the  people  of  England 
prevailed  over  the  immoral  lessons 
taught  by  its  penal  law.  That  law 
would  be  detesteble  in  its  success, 
and  was  now  contemptible  in  its 
failure.  He  bad  often  thought  that 
there  was  an  under*8tatement  of 
the  argument  on  the  part  of  those 
who  contended  that  alteration  in 
the  law  was  necessary.  I'hey  had 
stated,  that  a  mitigation  uf  it  was 
principally 
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principally  required  by  the  reluct- 
ance of  prosecutors  and  witnesses 
to  come  forward  to  prosecute  under 
the  present  severe  statutes.  Tht'y 
had  forgotten^  however,  to  state 
the  effect  produced  on  the  feelings 
of  the  spectators.  They  had  for* 
gotten  to  state,  that  they  rose  in 
amis,  not  merely  against  the 
charge,  but  also  against  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  and  the  sentence  of  the 
judge.  They  bad  forgotten  to 
state,  that  the  law  was  thus  made 
an  object  of  that  abhorrence  which 
ought  only  to  beattached  to  crime  ; 
and  that  instead  of  resting  for  its 
support  on  the  aid  of  good  men,  it 
rested  on  the  fear  of  the  gibbet 
alone.  The  learned  gent,  then 
complained,  that  under  the  present 
system  of  law,  proportionate  punish-* 
ments  were  not  assigned  to  differ- 
ent offences,  and  contended,  that 
heavy  punishments  inflicted  on 
crimes  of  a  smaller  degree  of  de- 
linquency, lessened  the  efiect  of  it 
when  inflicted  on  crimes  of  great 
atrocity*  It  was  curious  to  re- 
flect, that  Lord  Hale  spoke  of 
England  —  speaking  with  refer- 
ence, of  course,  to  the  time  in 
which  he  wrote — as  the  country  of 
all  others  in  whieb  the  laws  were 
most  literally  executed,  and  least 
committed  as  to  their  effect,  arbi* 
trio  judicis.  Now,  how  matters 
were  changed  I  From  four  felo- 
nies upon  our  statute  book,  we  had 
come  to  two  hundred  ;  and  instead 
of  being  the  country  of  the  world 
where  laws  were  most  literally 
carried  into  effect,  and  least  de^ 
pendent  upon  the  will  of  judges, 
we  were  the  country  of  all  the 
world  in  which  they  were  least 
literally  executed,  and  in  which 
the  life  and  death  of  man  was  the 
most  frequently  intrusted  to  the 
feeling   of   an    individual.      The 


arrangements  had  do  fionadatimi 
in  the  principles  of  Bhtisfa  }nt»m 
prudence:  they  were  contradicted 
by  the  spirit  of  Magna  Charts ; 
they  were  hostile  to  the  principles 
of  the  first  writers  on  the  subject 
of  criminal  Ihw;  they  were  but 
the  mushroom  growth  of  modem 
wantonness  of  legislation*  As  a 
test  of  the  antiquity  of  the  existing 
criminal  code,  be  (Sir  James  Mao- 
intosh)  would  take  the  result  of 
his  intended  proceedings :  he  wisb* 
ed  to  abolish  the  punishment  of 
death  as  applied  to  a  great  va- 
riety of  offences;  and  yet  there 
were  only  two  statutes  with  whick 
he  should  meddle  which  were 
older  than  the  revolution.  7'ben 
if  these  laws  had  no  foundation  In 
antiquity,  what  foundation  had 
they  in  wisdoiii  ?  Why,  they  bad 
neither  any  foundation  in  policy  or 
in  common  sense.  There  had  been, 
in  the  present  age,  an  immense 
multiplication  of  capital  punisif 
ments  just  at  the  very  time  when 
society  was  growing  more  civilised 
and  humane,  and  wanted  old  seve^ 
rities  of  law  repealed,  rather  than 
new  ones  enacted.  He  did  not 
accuse  parliament  of  crueKy  or 
bad  feeling  ;  bat  he  accused  Uiem 
of  negligence— culpable  negligeaes 
— of  having  overlooked  that  deep 
regard  for  the  life  and  liberty  ^ 
man,  which,  while  it  gave  the 
strongest  effect  to  occasional  in- 
flictions of  the  law,  formed  at  the 
same  time  the  best  safeguard  for 
the  moral  feeling  of  the  commi- 
nity.  To  look  in  another  view,  for 
the  moment,  at  the  progress  of 
the  present  system.  The  oldest 
reports  of  criminal  law  were 
the  tobies  of  the  hoOie .  circoit, 
begun  in  the  year  of  the  rsvo* 
Itttion,  which  were  to  be  found  ia 
the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the 
criminal 
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ciimiiml  laws  committee.  Those 
tables  began  in  the  year  of  the  re- 
volutioD*  It  appeared  that  during 
the  first  40  years  from  that  date/ 
more  than  half  the  persons  capi- 
t^iy  convicted  upon  the  home  cir- 
cuit had  been  executed;  during 
tlie  last  40  years  the  proportion 
of  execa^ons  to  convictions  upon 
th.e  home  circuit  had  not  been 
more  than  one  in  four ;  and,  taken 
through  the  kingdom,  not  so  much 
as  one  in  ten.  Indeed,  as  the  num- 
ber of  capital  convictions  went  on 
incjreasing,  the  number  of  execu- 
tions kept  diminishing;  for  the 
laws  were  so  obviously  barbarous, 
that  it  became  absolutely  neces- 
NLTJy  by  some  expedient  or  other, 
to  render  them  nugatory.  It  was 
absolutely  a  fact,  deny  it  who 
could,  that  as  the  severity  of  the 
penal  laws  increased,  the  impunity 
of  crime  increased  along  with 
them.  He  would  not  press  this 
general  portion  of  the  subject 
much  farther,  nor  advert  to  an- 
cient laws,  or  to  the  codes  of  fo- 
reign countries  farther  than  was 
necessary,  to  explain  something 
which  bad  fallen  from  him  last 
session*  He  should  not  be  suspect- 
ed of  selecting  the  Hebrew  law  as 
a  model  for  the  law  of  other  na- 
tions; but  he  liked  the  Hebrew 
law  for  the  reverence  which  it 
paid  to  liberty  and  to  human  life. 
The  felony  of  the  Hebrew  code 
was  the  shedding  of  blood;  the 
only  theft  which  that  code  punished 
with  death  was  the  stealing  of 
men ;  all  other  thefts  were  to  be 
conomuted  for  twofold  or  for  four- 
fold res^tutioiji.  He  looked  upon 
the  Hebrew  law,  in  its  aversion  to 
blood,  as  c^ntitled  to  the  highest 
veneratioD.  He  would  not  pause 
upon  the  ancient  jRoman  law,  so 
remarkably  mercifiil  on  the  same 


poinl^ ;  but  upon  that  modem  law 
(the  law  of  France)  which  now  pre- 
vailed half  over  the  continent,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  not  to  dwell 
for  a  moment.  Six  crimes,  by  the 
French  law,  were  punishable  with 
death — only  one  of  them  a  theft ; 
and  that  a  burglary  of  such  com- 
plicated circumstance  as  could  sel- 
dom, never,  take  place.  He  had 
tables,  from  the  year  1811,  of  the 
number  of  capital  convictions, 
which  had  taken  place  in  France, 
and  similar  documents  with  respect 
to  this  country.  In  the  year  ]L  8 1 1 , 
there  had  been  404  sentences  of 
death  in  England,  and  264  in 
France,  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  being  12,000,000,  and  that 
of  France  27,000,000 ;  in  the  year 
1820,  the  sentences  of  death  in 
England  had  been  1,236,  and  in 
France  361  only;  so  that  in  the 
course  of  nine  years  the  amount  of 
capital  conviction  had  trebled  itself 
in  England,  while  in  France  the 
increase  had  been  something  less 
than  one-third.  He  did  not  attri- 
bute this  variance  entirely,  but  he 
certainly  did  trace  it  in  a  very 
great  degree,  to  the  difference  be- 
tween the  French  and  English  cri- 
minal codes.  He  denied  that  the 
fact  warranted  any  inference  of  the 
superior  morality  of  the  French  to 
the  English  character.  With  re- 
gard to  the  police,  as  preventing 
die  commission  of  crime,  the  po- 
lice had  been  not  at  all  improved 
in  France  during  the  last  nine 
years,  and  in  England  it  had  been 
improved  considerably.  He  traced 
the  difference  mainly  to  the  ill 
effect  of  the  English  criminal  code: 
he  believed  that  if  France  had  lived 
under  the  same  code  as  England, 
she  would  have  had  as  many  con- 
victions; and  he  thought  that  the 
example  of  France  authorized  him 
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at  least  to  use  tbis  argument.—^ 
If  the  house  would  not  believe 
that  great  good  could  be  done  by 
lesseoiog  the  catalogue  of  capital 
offences,  it  must  needs  admit  that 
no  evil  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
such  a  course. — He  should  next 
state  (^the  hon.  and  learned  member 
continued)  the  resolutions  which  he 
meant  to  move.  With  the  sub- 
stance of  those  resolutions,  the 
honourable  genllcmen  on  the  other 
side  were  acquainted  ;  what  those 
gentlemen  themselves  had  to  pro- 
pose,^e  (Sir  J.  Macintosh) did  not 
know*  His  first  resolution  ^  would 
declare  in  general  terms,  that  it 
was  expedient  to  take  awuy  the 
punishment  of  death  in  a  certain 
number  of  cases  which  would  be 
specified ;  he  should  then  move  to 
substitute  in  those  cases,  the  pu* 
nishments  of  transportation  or  im- 
prisonment; and  he  should  add 
two  resolutions,  of  which  he  trusted 
the  house  would  approve — the  one 
recommending  that  judges  should 
not  pronounce  sentence  in  cases 
where  they  had  no  expectation  of 
the  sentence  being  carried  into  ex- 
ecution ;  and  the  other  doing  away 
the  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chat- 
tels, and  the  indignities  offered  to 
the  dead  body,  in  cases  of  suicide. 
Then  the  cases  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  take  away  the  punishment 
of  death  were  these.  He  should  put 
his  resolutions  into  such  a  shape  as 
to  form  a  bill  eventually  upon  each 
resolution.  The  cases  as  to  which  he 
proposed  to  take  away  the  punish- 
ment of  death  were — first,  those 
three  classes  of  offences  with  re> 
spect  to  which  bills  had  so  often 
already  passed  the  house.  Se- 
condly,'he  should  touch  all  the  fe- 
lonies contained  in  the  Black  Act, 
except  the  wilfully  setting  fire  to. 


and  the  raalicioudy  shoothig.  His 
next  resolution  would  embrace  the 
five  felonies  created  by  the  mar- 
riage act.  Afterwards,  he  should 
come  to  all  those  capital  felontet 
proposed  to  be  done  away  by  the 
committee  on  criminal  law;  the 
measures  which  he  was  thus  pro- 
posing having  in  fact  already  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  although  they  had  beeo 
lost  In  the  upper  house ;  and  he 
should  besides  move  resolutions 
with  respect  to  the  crimes  of  for* 
gery  and  arson,  and  three  other 
capital  offences,  viz. — ahorse-steal- 
ing, sheep-stealing,  and  cattle* 
stealing.  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
larcenies,  stealing  in  the  dwell iog«* 
house,  he  had  a  few  observatwns 
at  that  moment  to  address  to  the 
house.  The  executions  under  those 
laws  for  the  last  four  years  had 
been,  compared  with  the  convic* 
tions,  just  one  in  sixty-six  ;  and  it 
had  been  ver}'  truly  said,  that  they 
operated  as  a  surprise  upon  the 
sixty-sixth  man  who  suffered,  bat 
not  at  all  as  a  terror  or  warning  to 
the  sixty-five  who  escaped.  In 
fact,  a  law  under  which  onecri^ 
minalout  of  sixty-six  was  executed, 
was  a  law,  to  all  practical  intents 
and  purposes,  given  up,  and  the 
execution  of  the  sixty-sixth  man 
was  nothing  else  than  a  wanton 
and  criminal  waste  of  human  ex- 
istence. He  objected  strongly  also 
to  the  principle  of  making  the 
amount  of  property  stolen  any  cri- 
terion for  the  punishment  inflicted 
upon  an  offender.  There  was  no 
greater  moral  depravity  in  stealing 
a  large  sum  than  a  small  one ;  nor 
was  it  fit  that  the  treasures  of  the 
rich  should  be  more  strongly 
guarded  than  the  comparatively 
small  possessions  of  the  poor. 
Agaio, 
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Agnio/  ha  objected  to  tlie  consi^ 
deration- of  amooftt  in  a  theft,  be- 
cause it  opened  a  temptation  to 
tboee  pioas  frauds  under  which 
Jones,  from  humane  motives^  so 
often  vidated  their  oaths.  And, 
while  he  was  upon  this  subject,  he 
would  make  one  observation  upon 
the  sUtote  of  the  let  George  IV., 
which,  as  it  had  originally  passed 
tho  House  of  Commons,  took 
away  the  punishment  of  death 
for  stealmg  privately  in  a  shop, 
and  in  which  the  lords  had  made 
an  alteration,  changing  the  felony 
from  an  amount  of  5s.  to  an  amount 
of  15L  N0W9  the  great  justifica- 
tion of  the  statute  (stealing  in  shops) 
had  always  been  the  necessity  for 
protecting  the  small  property  of 
the  shopkeeper ;  and  the  very  5s. 
amount  of  the  felony  had  been 
quoted  by  high  authorities,  as  the 
great  safeguard  of  the  retail  trade 
oi  the  country.  It  seemed,  then, 
that  the  very  iirst  act  of  Geo.  IV. 
(changing  the  felony  from  5s.  to 
15/.)  had  struck  at  the  root  of  the 
retail  trade  of  the  country ;  but  a 
mode  bad  been  found  of  remedying 
the  evil  in  cases  where  shops  were 
attached  to  dwelling  houses,  and 
99  shops  out  of  100,  in  London, 
were  in  that  situation.  The  inr 
cttctmeat  was  laid  for  stealing  in 
the  dwelling  house,  and  the  theft 
became  capital   at  40«.     By  this 

rtice,  therefore,  the  act  of  Geo. 
was  rendered  a  dead  letter. 
With  respect  to  the  Black  Aet»  was 
it  not  surprising  to  find  such  a 
statute  still  remaining  upon  our 
books  f  The  very  preamble  of  the. 
aet  showed  that  it  was  passed  only 
for  a  temporary  purpose.  Who 
ever  heard  in  these  days  of  persons 
called  **  Macks"  going  about  bv 
night?  And  yet  the  act,  with  all 
its  various  and  absurd  provisioris. 


still  foraaed  part  of  the  law  of. 
England.  Upon  the  marriage- 
act  felotnes,  he  (Sir  J.  Macintosh) 
would  not  d^ain  the  house  at  all. 
Nor  was  it  necessary  to  do  more 
than  just  mention  his  intention  to 
repeal  such  acts  as  the  21st  of 
James  I.,  the  27tb  of  Geo.  II ,  the 
24th  of  Geo.  III.,  and  several 
others.  The  greater  part  of  those 
statutes  spoke  so  loudly  fur  them- 
selves, that  it  was  needless  for  him 
to  consume  the  time  of  the  hduse 
in  observation.  His  proposal,  how- 
ever, to  take  off  the  capital  felony 
as  to  horse-stealing  and  cattle* 
stealing,  was  new,  and  he  should 
say  a  few  words  in  its  support. 
The  practice  of  punishing  horse- 
stealing with  death  had  antiquity 
certainly  to  bottom  itself  upon; 
he  did  not  wish  to  deprive  it  of  its 
only  claim  to  the  consideration  of 
the  house;  but  previous  to  the 
year  1749,  (the  date  of  the  capital 
statutes  against  sheep-stealing  and 
cattle-stealing,)  previous  to  that 
year  the  agriculture  of  the  country 
had  flourished  in  high  prosperity 
for  more  than  two  centuries ;  and 
it  had  thriven  without  those  sta- 
tutes, at  a  time  when,  from  the 
greater  quantity  of  unenclosed  land, 
the  farmer  stood  necessarily  more 
exposed  to  depredation  than  he 
could  be  at  present  The  execu- 
tions under  these  statutes — the 
horse-stealing,  sheep -stealing,  and 
cattle«-stealing — had  lately  been,  as 
compared  with  the  convictions,  on 
the  average,  one  in  every  thirty. 
A  law  so  executed  was  a  tempta- 
tion to  crime.  Thirty  chances  to 
one  in  a  man*s  favour  amounted 
to  moral  certainty.  A  man  in  an 
honest,  lawful  undertaking  would 
esteem  himself  highly  fortunate 
with  such  a  prospect  of  success* 
He  believed  that  he  was  wearing 
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out  the  patience  of  the  hcmae ;  but 
although  he  might  be  wrong  in  his 
particular  views,  he  coakl  not  be 
mistakeo  as  to  the  general  import- 
ance of  his  subject*      It  was  a 
heavy  objection,  in  his  mind,  against 
those  lawsy  that  they  were  liable 
to  be  affected  in  their  execution 
by  local  feelings  or  temporary  cir* 
comstances.    Judges  might  be  told 
of  the  necessity  of  protecting  pro- 
perty at  a  particular  seasoa,  or  of 
the  great  prevalence  of  a  particular 
offence  in  a    particular  district ; 
and  to  these  considerations  a  man's 
life   might    be    sacrificed    which 
would  otherwise  have  been  spared. 
In  the  administration  of  justice,  all 
this  was  abomination.      Whatever 
had  the  appearance  of  making  a 
man's  punishment  depend  upon  ex- 
pediency, was  ruinous  U)  the  cha- 
racter and  sanctity  of   the   law. 
Then  the  offences  under  these  sta- 
tutes were  of  a  private  and  local 
diaracter;  the  executions  of  the 
law,   where  it   was ,  carried    into 
effect,  were   obscure.      The  thief 
was  almost  always  a  neighbour  of 
the  prosecutor;  his  crime  was  not 
such  as  to  excite  indignation;  he 
committed  it  probably  from  po* 
verty — perhaps  ^om  absolute  want; 
he  died,  nine  times  in  ten,  pitied 
by  the  little  cijnole  in  which  he  had 
Irved,  and  the  law  would  not  be 
popular  which  punished  his  offence 
with  death.     The  last  case  upon 
which  he  should  trouble  the  house 
was  the  case  of  forgery ;  and  upon 
that  question  his  argument  should 
be   very  brief  indeed.    It  was  a 
question  deeply  interesiting  to  every 
feeling  of  hwianity  and  of  public 
justice.     He  appreciated  the  mo- 
tives and  the  rights  of  those  per- 
sons who  stood  forward  to  deniand 
assurance  for  commercial  property 
and  commercial  dealings :  but  still 


h^  felt  that  foigeiy  onghl  not  to 
remain  a  capital    ofieiice.      The 
disappearance  o£  the  small  notee 
had  hapiHly  put  an  end  to   tb^s. 
crime  in  a  great  degree.      The. 
house  would  learn  with  pleasure 
and,  in  that  pcint  at  all  eyeots^  wi  th  ^ 
gratitude   towards  the  authors  of 
our  resumed  cash  paymfn^s,  that» 
while  in  1821  there  bad  been  l$St 
persons  charged  with  forgery,  76 
convicted,  and    16  executed;    in 
1822    there    had    been  only   63 
charges,    96  convictions,    qod   6 
executions.     Bank  forgeri^  then, 
bemg  considered  as    virtually  no 
longer  existing,  the  question  pf  ex- 
pecheocy  or  non-expediency  of  c^ 
pital  punishment    must   be  tried 
upon  the  case  of  priv/ate  forgery 
aiope.      And  by  whom  was  thu 
crime,  five  times  in  six,cemaiitted? 
By  clerks,  relations,  acquaintances. 
-^pei?son«  with  whom  the  pwciy  in- 
jured was  probably    living  upon 
terms  of  fanuliarity,  and  whom»  in 
most  inataoceS)  nothing  would  ia-* 
duce  him  to  proceed  against  capi^ 
tally.     The  opinion  epteArtaiaed  by 
the  people,  too,  of  any  law»  wad 
always  a  matter  of  great  cofisider* 
ation ;  and  for  the  last  tea  years, 
no  punishments  had   excited   so 
much  ctisguat  in  the  public  mind 
as  the  executions  which  had  taken 
place    for    forgery.      His   objeol 
was  to  restens  the  jurispruclenctt 
of  the  country  to  Ahat  plaioe  in.pnb- 
lie  estimaUon^  which  it  had  lost 
by  the  executions  for  foi^gery ;  thia 
case,  more  than  any  other,  called 
leitdly  for  an  abatement  of  the 
capital    punishment      He  wquld 
say  nothing  of  secondaiy  punislw 
ments :  the  subject  of  transports 
tion  would  ere  long  be   brougbi 
under  the    consideration    of   tks 
house,  by  an  honoumUe  fiieod ; 
and  he  (Sir  J.  Macbtosh)  would 
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only  congratokie  the  boose  and 
tbe  coantry  oo  llie  receot  discovery 
of  8  speries  of  hard  labour,  which 
had  hitherto  been  attended    with 
exemplary    eflfects.      Like    every 
thiagelse,  it  was  liable  to  abuse. 
He  had  read  with  pleasure  a  work 
by  Mr.  Roscoe,   on  the  criminal 
law  ;  his  great  talents  and  extra- 
ordinary accomplishments  had  ac- 
quired for  him  a  deserved  reputation 
throughout  Europe;    hut  he  (Sir 
J.  Macintosh)  thought  he  bad  been 
a  little  biassed  by  misdirected  hu- 
manity in  his  hostility  to  severe  se- 
condary punishments ;  they  seemed 
to  him  (Sir  J.  Macintosh)  the  only 
roftd   by  which   we  could  escape 
from  capital  punisfamenu.     What 
coDtrivcmces  might  hereaflter    be 
ifiwented  to  accommodate   secon- 
dary  panishments  to  the  various 
gradations  of  crime,  it  would  be 
absurd  to   anticipate.    While  en- 
deavoniing  to  |)ersuade  the  house 
to  abandon   capital   punishments, 
he    could     not,    withoat    incoii- 
siatency,    recommend    it    to    re- 
Hnqaish    those     of    a    secondary 
DBtore.     He  hoped  to  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  hoose  that  his  two  last 
resolutions  were   not  at   variance 
with  the  general  principle  he  had 
laid  down — that  general  principle 
being,  that  the  criminal  law  could 
never   be  effectually  administered 
but  when  it  was  in  perfect  onison 
with  the  moral  folings  and  sym« 
pathiei  of  the  people,     lie  would 
apply  it  to  the  momentous  circum- 
etance  of  pronouncing  s^ntenoe  of 
death.    The  ancient  forms  of  the 
estarinal  law  were  impresuve  and 
inatnietive,  bat  of  late,  from  the 
honry  of  the  proceeding  and  the 
fn^uancy  of  the  repetition,  passing 
sentence    had    lost    much    of  ttt 
efiJMt.      The  ooudemnation  of  a 
Mlmf<se9iiave  to  death  for  a  long 


time  retained  its  solemn  and  dig- 
nified character,  even  when  every 
other  part  of  the  proceeding  had 
dwindled  into  coldness  and  indif- 
ference.   Now,  however,  the  sen- 
tence of  death  itself  was  reduced 
to  a  contemptible,  frivolous,  and 
even  ridicoloiis   ceremony.     Ten- 
elevenths  of  the  persons  condemned 
never  suffered  ;  yet,  in  every  case 
the  terrors  of  religion,  and  the  dic- 
tates of  morality,  were  called  in 
aid,  while  the  spectators,  ;md  even 
the    prisoner   himself,    knew  the 
whole  to  be  a  mere  mockery.     He 
did  not,  of  course,  mean  to  blame 
the    venerable    magistrates    who 
passed   the  sentences:    many  of 
them,  he  knew,  lamented  the  fi)lly 
which  the  rashness  of  the  legisla- 
ture compelled  them  to  practise. 
About  two  years  ago  a  petition  on 
this  subject  was  presented  from 
Exeter,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
out  of  forty-three  men  condemned 
to  death,  no   less  than   forty-one 
had  been  reprieved;  so  that  the 
very  frequency  of  the  vain  repe- 
tition deprived  the  sentence  of  all 
the  solemnity  it  would  otherwise 
possess.     He  was  well  aware  of 
the  contrivances  some  of  the  judges 
had  resorted  to  to  escape,  but  they 
had  all  failed,  and  the  very  attempt 
had   rather  increased  than  cured 
the  eviL     For  some  of  the  plans 
suggested  by  his  resolutions,  he  had 
the  sanction  of   high   authority ; 
but  if  they  were  not  approved  by 
the  house,  others  less  objectionable 
might  be  introduced  by  honourable 
members,  more  immediately  and 
recently  conversant  with  the  prac- 
tice of  onr  criminal  courts.     Upon 
Biticide  and  high-treason  he  wished 
to  make  a  few  brief  remarks.   The 
pimisbment  inflicted  in  a  case  of 
suicide  was  rather  an  act  of  igno- 
rant and  brutal  folly :  it  was  useless 
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as  regarded  the  dead,  and  only 
tortured  the  living.  The  hoii. 
member  for  Ipswich  had  given 
notice  of  a  bill  regarding  the  dia* 
gusting  course  pursued  in  case  of 
high  treason ;  but  three  years  ago, 
be  (Sir  J.  Macintosh)  had  pledged 
himself  upon  the  point,  and  bad 
only  not  bnwght  forward  the  mea- 
sure on  account  of  events  at  that 
time  occurring,  and  which  might 
mix  the  question  with  matters  of 
politics.  In  his  resolution,  or  in 
any  bill  \o  be  founded  upon  it  by 
himself  or  others,  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  touch  tbe  subject  of  confis- 
cation for  high  treason :  had  he 
done  so,  he  knew  that  be  should 
have  excited  a  clamour :  he  should 
have  been  told,  that  he  exposed 
the  constitution  to  destruction — 
that  he  was  suggesting  what  was 
never  heard  of  before,  though  it 
was  an  undeniable  fact,  of  which 
honourable  gentlemen  ought  to  be 
aware,  that  excepting  in  England, 
that  part  of  the  punishment  for 
high  treason  had  been  abolished 
throughoat  the  civilised  world.  A 
century  ago,  it  had  been  repealed 
in  Holland;  in  Russia,  not  less 
than  fifty  years  ago:  in  France, 
Spain,  the  German  confederacies, 
and  in  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, it  was  now  likewise  unknown. 
Nevertheless,  he  did  not  venture 
to  touch  it.  He,  however,  did 
propose  to  abolish  the  forfeiture  of 
gcMKls  and  chattels  in  4»ses  of  sui- 
cide. It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
there  was  a  punishment  peculiarly 
unjust,  it  was  this,  where  in  fact 
the  innocent  suflfered  for  the  guilty. 
The  princi|)al  human  offence  of 
suicide  certainly  was  the  desertion 
of  those  for  whom  we  are  bound 
to  provide — whom  nature  and  so- 
ciety recommend  to  our  care.  What 
did  the  law  of  England  ?     It  step- 


ped in  to  aggravate  the  misery, 
and  perhaps  to  reduce  the  father- 
less to  beggary:  it  wrested  from 
them  the  bread  they  were  to  eat: 
in  short,  it  deprived  them  of  their 
last  and  sole  consolation  under 
their  affliction.  It  was  to  be  ob« 
served  that  the  forfeiture  only 
applied  to  personal  property — it 
affected  small  savings  chiefly,  for 
large  fortunes  were  generally  laid 
out  in  land;  so  that  it  left  un- 
touched the  possessions  of  the 
great.  Before  he  proceeded  far* 
ther,  he  wished  to  draw  the  atten^ 
tion  of  the  house  to  the  indignitica 
offered  to  the  dead  in  cases  of 
high  treason.  In  the  only  case 
since  the  reformation  of  the  law, 
the  man  who  inflicted  the  indig- 
nities was  obliged  to  disguise  him- 
self that  he  might  not  be  exposed 
to  the  abhorrence  of  the  specta- 
tors. On  the  occasion  to  which 
he  alluded,  the  crowd  evinced  no 
symptom  of  dissatisfaction  until 
the  blixKly  head  was  held  up  to 
public  gase  by  a  man  in  a  mask. 
It  was  the  first  time  the  law  of 
England  had  been  carried  into  ' 
effect  by  an  executioner  in  dis« 
guise.  This  person  had  been 
called  in  as  a  skilful  dissector :  but 
so  great  was  the  disgust  at  the 
barbarous  operation,  that  conceal- 
ment was  felt  to  be  necessary.  He 
had  some  doubt  whether  there  waa 
a  sufficient  warrant  in  law  for  the 
disgusting  outrages  inflicted  on  per- 
sons who  had  been  guilty  of  their 
own  death.  He  had  looked  into 
all  tbe  text  books,  into  Hawkins, 
Sir  M.  Hale,  Sir  £.  Cope,  Stannt- 
ford,  Fitsherbert,  and  Bracton,  and 
all  spoke  of  the  forfeiture,  but  said 
nothing  of  the  interment.  He  bad 
found  no  dictum  even  in  support  of 
it,  until  he  arrived  at  the  unsup- 
ported   assertion    of   Blackstone* 
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who*  uideedy  made  a  cof^fuaed  refer- 
ence to  U8wkiii3«     But  he  surren- 
dered the  legal  qtieatiou  to   aay 
gentleman  who  thought  he  might 
gain  a  petty  triumph  upon  it,  and 
it  niigbt    by    long  custom    have 
grown  into  law,  though  only  the 
remnant  of  barbarous  institutions. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  ought 
to  be  continued  ?     First,  he  would 
ask,  in  what  light  he  was  to  con* 
sider  it  ?     If  as  a  punishment,  it 
WdS  only  such  to  the  survivors— if 
it  were  meant  as  a  punishment  to 
the  dead,  what  sort  of  punishment 
was  that  where  there  had  been  no 
trial,  and  what  sort  of  trial  where 
there   had    been  no  defence?     In 
the  second  place,  the  law  operated 
with  the  greatest  inequality.    Ver- 
dicts of  insanity   were  almost  al- 
ways formed  in  the  cases  of  persons 
in    the    higher  stations  of  Ufe : 
where    self-alayers  were    humble 
and  defenceless,  there  ftlo  de  se 
was  usually  returned.     This  might 
perhaps  be  accounted  for  without 
any  imputation  upon   the  impar- 
tially of  juries.      First,  because 
persona  in  high  life  had   usually 
better  means  of  establishing  the 
excuse  for  the  criminal  act.     Se* 
condly,  because  suicide  was  rarely 
the  crime  of  the  poorer  classes  oc- 
cupied  with   their  daily   labours. 
It  was  the  effect  of  wounded  shame, 
the  r^ult  of  false  pride,  and  the 
fear  of  some  imaginary  degrada- 
tion.    Thirdly,  the  very  barbarity 
oi  the  law  rendered  it  impotent; 
for  juries  would  not  consent  that 
the  remains  of  the.  dead  should  be 
thus  outraged, .  if  they  could  find 
any  colour  for  a  verdict  oi  insanity. 
He    would    ask    any    gen  lie  man, 
whatever  were  hie  opinions  as  to 
the  moral   turpitude    of   suicide, 
whether  it  was  a  crime  that  ought 
to  be  subject  to  human  cogniizance ; 


the  essence  of  it  consisted  in  the 
withdrawing  of  the  person  from 
the  power  of  human  tribunals,  and 
the  law  of  England  alone  stretched 
itself  to  include  an  offence  of  this 
kind.  It  was  remarkable  that  the 
Roman  law  only  inflicted  confis- 
cation upon  suicides  who  were 
charged  with  crimes,  which,  if 
proved,  would  have  ended  in  for- 
feiture. All  others  were  expressly 
excepted  in  the  text  established  in 
the  best  age  of  Roman  jurisp^u* 
dence,  and  under  one  of  the  wisest 
and  ablest  emperors.  This^  cir- 
cumstance illustrated  the  epithet 
insontts  in  a  very  beautiful  passage 
in  Virgil: 

■"  Q«i  »ibi  letnin 
**  losontes  peperere  inauu/ 

It  clearly  had  reference  to  the 
state  nf  the  Roman  law  regarding 
suicides,  although  the  word  insontes 
had  embarrassed  the  commenta- 
tors so  much,  that  some  of  them 
had  even  proposed  a  substitution. 
It  afibrded  one  out  of  many  speci- 
mens of  the  accurate  manner  in 
which  this  great  master  of  poetical 
diction  had  selected  his  epithets. 
But  returning  to  more  general  prin- 
ciples, he  would  observe,  that  there 
was  nothing  impressed  upon  man- 
kind more  strongly  than  an  anxiety 
to  pay  funeral  honours  to  the  dead ; 
affection  gave  imaginary  life  to  ex- 
animate remains,  that  it  might,  as 
it  were,  continue  to  perform  the 
offices  of  kindness  in  which  it  once 
delighted ;  and  moralists  had  look- 
ed upon  funeral  honours  as  one  of 
the  safeguards  and  outworks  of  hu- 
man life  itself.  Its  direct  opposite 
was  cannibalism,  generally  pnv- 
ceeding  from  revenge:  it  restored 
imaginary  life  to  an  enemy,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  hate  beyond 
the  sphere  of  nature.  Akin  to  can- 
nibalism was  the  savage  practice 

of 
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of  ioflictiDg  vengeance  after  life 
was  withdrawn  beyond  the  power 
of  man.  It  was  a  relic  of  the  most 
barbarous  ages,  and  was  connected 
with  the  most  detestable  propensi- 
ties of  human  nature.  Let  it  not 
be  said  that  the  abolition  of  this 
practice  was  unconnected  with  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  law. 
The  treatment  of  the  remains  of 
the  dead  could  not  be  considered 
indifferent,  excepting  by  those  who 
were  willing  to  disregard  the  dic« 
tales  of  reason,  the  opinions  of  wise 
men,  and  the  customs  of  civilized 
ages.  He  would  say  nothing  of 
the  state  of  public  opinion  upon 
this  subject :  some  thought  parlia« 
ment  bound  to  disregard  it ;  but  it 
seemed  to  him,   that  on  such  a 

Juestion  it  was  of  peculiar  value, 
f  public  opinion  condoned  the 
severity  of  the  law,  either  it  would 
not  be  executed  at  all,  or  not  with 
effect.  What  was  the  grand  pro* 
blem  of  human  legislation  ?-— to 
discover  the  greatest  punishment 
that  with  general  concurrence  could 
be  inflicted  upon  particular  acts* 
No  criminal  law  could  be  wise 
against  which  it  was  possible  to 
array  the  permanent  feelings  of 
good  men.  The  orator  who  should 
declaim  against  punishing  for  par- 
ricide, assassination,  or  for  the  be- 
traying of  one*s  country,  would  only 
be  treated  with  derision ;  while  he 
who  should  oppose  the  infliction  of 
death  for  cutting  down  a  cherry- 
tree,  stealing  a  sheep,  or  even 
forging  a  bank  note,  would  be  lis- 
tened to  with  attention,  and  would 
probably  produce  conviction,  Na*- 
ture  was  on  his  ude.  He  (Sir 
James  Macintosh)  would  fain  make 
the  penal  laws  of  his  country  the 
representative  of  the  public  con- 
science, and  would  arm  it  with 
all  the  awful  authority  to  be  deriv- 


ed from  soch  a  connderation :  he 
would  make  it  the  fruit  of  moral 
sentiment,  in  order  to  render  it  the 
school  of  public  discipline*  He 
would  array  the  feelings  of  all  good 
men  against  the  dangerous  crimi- 
nal, and  would  place  htm  in  that 
morar  solitude  where  all  the  mem- 
bers of  society  should  be  opposed 
to  him,  and  where  he  should  have 
nothing  to  plead  for  him  but  that 
pity  which  added  weight  to  his 
punishment,  by  showing  that  it 
was  pure  from  every  taint  of  pas- 
sion or  partiality.  The  right  hon. 
gent,  concluded  by  reading  his  first 
resolution — **  That  it  is  expe<fieot 
to  take  away  the  punishment  of 
death  in  cases  of  larceny  in  shops, 
in  dwelling-houses,  and  on  naviga- 
ble rivers." 

The  question  having  lieen  put 
from  the  chair  on  the  first  reso- 
lution, 

Mn  Peel  and  other  gentlemen 
Spoke,  after  which  the  house  divid- 
ed, for  the  motion  86,  against  it 
76. 

Mr*  R*  Martin  brought  in  a  bill 
to  prohibit  bull-baiting,  and  «log- 
fighting,  which  was  lost  by  47 
against  18. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  aibend  the  laws 
relating  to  coroners  in  Ireland, 
which  after  some  conversation  vn$ 
negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn  gave  notice,  that 
he  would  to-morrow  move  that  the. 
58d,  54th,  and  57th  of  George  III. 
relative  to  East  India  shipfung, 
should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Forbes  expressed  a  hope 
that  it  was  intended  to  place  India 
shipping  and  India  seamen  on  a 
footing  with  British  shipping  and 
British  seanaen. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  gave  noliee^  that 

he 
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ho  would  be  prepared  to-morrow 
to  name  a  day  for  bringiDg  forward 
eertaiD  propmitioiu  relative  to  the 
Chief  Baron  of  the  court  of  Ex- 
chequer in  Ireland.  If  the  gen- 
Uemeti  who  were  hostile  to  any 
proceediDge  of  thie  nature  were 
ready,  he  was  prepared  to  meet 
them.  If  not,  he  would  accede  to 
any  request  that  might  be  made 
to  him ;  for  he  wished  to  act,  on 
this  momentous  question,  rather 
under  the  guidance  and  sanction  of 
the  house,  than  on  his  own  indi- 
vidual responsibility. 

The  report  of  the  masters  and 
apprentices'  bill  was  brought  up. 
To  be  read  a  third  time  on  Wed- 
nesday. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Scotch  Sheriffs' 
Courts  bill, 

Mr»  Hume  rose,  and  complained 
that  the  measure  had  been  hurried 
through  the  house.  He  moved, 
"  That  the  bill  be  re-oommitted 
on  Friday,  the  SOth  inst.,  and  that 
it  be  printed. "-^Agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 

House  of  Lonk,  May  182.— The 
apprentices'  bill  was  returned  from 
the  House  oi  Commons,  with  the 
amendments  agreed  to.  Several 
private  bills  were  brought  up,  and 
mad  the  first  time.  The  Irish 
commercial  intercourse  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  and  was  re- 
ported without  any  amendments. 
The  other  bills  on  the  table  were 
forwarded  one  stage.    . 

Lord  Stfield  presented  two  peti- 
tions against  the  continuance  of 
slavery  in  the  Rritish  ci^lonies. 

The  Marquis  of  La/udowu  said, 
that  seeing  the  noble  earl  at  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  government 
in  his  place,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  ask  him  whether  any  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  him  of 


any  treaty,  conventioni  or  stipula- 
tion for  the  military  occupation  of 
Switzerland  by  the  Austrian  army. 
He  (the  Marquis  of  Lansdown)  was 
not  enabled  to  state  that  such  an 
arrangement  had  been  concluded ; 
but  it  was  reported  throughout  the 
country  that  such  was  the  case, 
and  even  that  the  treaty  was  sign- 
ed in  March  last. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  szxd  that 
he  had  never  even  heard  of  the 
report  to  which  the  noble  lord  al- 
luded, till  within  the  hist  half-hour 
from  the  noble  lord  himself:  after 
that,  it  was  hardly  necessary  for 
him  to  say,  that  he  had  no  know- 
ledge, either  personal  or  official^ 
of  any  treaty,  convention,  or  sti- 
pulation, of  the  nature  stated  by 
the  noble  lord. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Marquis 
of  Lansduwn^  the  name  of  I^rd 
Auckland  was  added  to  the  corn^ 
mittee  of  weights  and  measures. — 
Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  Majf  fti. — 
Petitions  were  presented ;  nineteen 
against  equalizing  duties  of  sugars 
— £orty-one  in  its  favour — ^four 
against  slavery — one  against  the 
London  Bridge  bill — one  praying 
for  power  to  prosecute  the  pa- 
rents of  illegitimate  children — one 
against  legalizing  the  sale  of  game 
—one  against  the  new  beer  bill — 
one  against  certain  excise  prose* 
cations. 

Mr.  Huskisson  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  house  to  a  standing 
order  of  that  house,  which  was 
agreed  toon  the  ftSd  June  18)^0, 
that  no  bill  regulating  a  branch  of 
trade  of  the  country  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with  until  first  referred  to  a 
select  committee:  he  moved,  "That 
the  said  order  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  and  that  they  do  report 
their  opinion  w)iether  the  same  is 
applicable 
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applicable  to  bills  taking  off  re* 
Btrictiom  or  regulations  imposed 
by  parliament,  or  any  branch  of 
trade,  and  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  said  order  being  retained  as  a 
standing  order  of  the  house." — 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brougham  asked  the  same 
question  of  Mr.  Canning,  as  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdown  asked  of  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool  respecting  Aus- 
tria and  Switzerland,  and  received 
the  same  reply. 

Mr.  Spring  Bictt  in  pursuance 
of  his  notice  last  night,  gave  no- 
tice, that  unless  he  received  any 
such  intimation  as  he  had  on  that 
evening  alluded  to,  he  should  on 
the  27th  of  this  month  (being  the 
day  on  which  there  appeared  the 
most  reasonable  chance  of  bringing 
the  matter  before  the  house)  sub- 
mit a  motion  relative  to  the  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Irish  Exchequer.  He 
repeated  his  pledge,  that  if  any 
wish  should  in  the  mean  time  be 
expressed  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  for  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  he  would 
pay  every  attention  to  it,  his  de- 
sire being  to  proceed  with  the 
most  mature  deliberation  in  the 
business. 

Mr,  Hume  said,  it  had  been  re- 
ported that  British  cruisers  had 
upon  several  occasions  of  late  not 
respected  the  Greek  flag,  in  the 
actual  blockade  of  some  Turkish 
ports,  and  had  gone  so  far  as  to 
compel  Greek  ships  to  give  op 
English  vessels  which  they  had 
taken  in  the  act  of  conveying  sup- 
plies to  TurkiAh  forts,  lie  hoped 
at  least  that  the  British  govern- 
ment would  act  an  equal  part  be- 
tween the  Greeks  and  Turks  in  the 
present  contest. 

Mr.  Cannifig  said,  in  one  or  two 
instances  the  government  had  been 


informed  of  a  Elation  of  the  Greek 
blockade ;  but  that  in  one  instance 
especially,  which  came  to  tbeur 
knowledge  a  f(»rtnight  ago,  Ihey 
had  immediately  sent  out  most  po- 
sitive orders  that  the  British  crui* 
sers  should  respect  alike  the  block- 
ades of  both  powers. 

Mr.  Stuart  IVortley  moved  that 
the  Speaker  do  issue  his  writ  for 
the  election  of  a  new  member  for 
the  borough  of  Bossiney,  in  Corn- 
wall, in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  John 
William  Ward,  lately  called  to  the 
Upper  House  as  Viscount  Dudley 
and  Ward. — Ordered. 

General  Goicovne  moved,  "  That 
an  humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di. 
rections  that  the  warrant  issued  on 
the  6th  of  March  last,  be  re-con- 
sidered, and  that  the  payment  of 
the  half  pay  pensions  and  allow- 
ances of  the  officers  in  the  army 
and  marines,  resident  in  Ireland* 
be  continued  to  be  paid  in  British 
currency  as  heretofore." 

Lord  Pabuerston  promised  to 
consent  to  certain  regulations,  but 
opposed  the  motion. 

General  Gasan/ne  said,  he  would 
consent  to  withdraw  his  motion,  in 
the  hope  that  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site would  redeem  the  pledge  which 
he  bad  given. 

The  motion  was  accordingly 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  fVkitmore  brought  forward 
his  motion  for  equalizing  the  duties 
of  East  and  West  India  sugars, 
which  was  lost  by  161  against  d4. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  Mr.  M*Adam's  claim  for 
remuneration,  for  inspecting  the 
public  roads. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  brought  in  a 

bill    to  consolidate    the  law    for 

punishing   mutiny    and    desertion 

among 
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among  the  troops^oC  ihe  East  India 
company,  nad  a  first  time. — Ad- 
jouraed. 

Himse  of  Lortftf  May  2S^>-*-The 
niyai  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  the  Union  daties,  Irish 
militia  redaction,  quorum  magis- 
trates, apprentices,  and  several 
private  bills. 

Earl  Taibot  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Newcastle-under-Lyme 
against  slavery  in  the  British  co- 
lonies. 

The  Irish  commercial  inter- 
course bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed* 

(hi  the  motion  of  the  Arck- 
inshop  of  Canterbury^  the  second 
reading  of  the  marriage  laws' 
amendment  bill  was  fixed  for  Toes- 
day  next. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Newark,  co. 
Nottingham,  against  the  claims  of 
the  Roman  Catholics. 

The  Irish  county  Treasurers'  bill 
went  through  a  committee. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Doaougkmore,  the  time  for  giving 
the  securities  was  extended  from 
Michaelmas  to  January  next« 

Several  other  amendments  of 
an  unimportant  nature  were,  after 
some  conversation  between  the 
Earl  pfCatedon^  LordDt^erm^  and 
the  Earl  of  Donoughmorey  agreed 
to. — ^Adjourned. 

Route  of  Commons^  May  23. — 
Tbe  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod  appeared  at  the  bar,  and 
sammoned  the  house  to  the  House 
of  Peers. 

Upon  the  Speaker^s  return  he  in- 
^M-med  the  house  that  the  royal 
assent  had  been  given  by  commis- 
sion to  certain  bills. 

Petitions  were  piysented  for  an 
alteration  in  the  laws  relating  to 
mli$ters  and  workmen-— against  the 
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game  laws-^two  against  the  beer 
bill-— against  slavery— from  Wil- 
liam Leslie  claiming  the  invention 
of  the  roads  usually  ascribed  to 
Mr.  M'Adam— against  the  Scotch 
linen  bill. 

The  house  went  into  a  commit- 
tee upon  the  examination  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Sheriff  of  Dublin, 
Sir.R,  Heron  in  the  chair.'  Save* 
ral  witnesses  were  examined,  after 
which  the  house  resumed,  and  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on 
Monday. 

Tbe  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  disposed  of,  and  the  honse  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  LordSf  May  26w — ^A 
person  from  the  office  of  chief  secre^ 
tary  of  Ireland  presented  the  fourth 
report  of  the  commissioners  on  Irish 
fisheries. 

The  Earl  of  Donougkmore  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Edward 
Parker,  clerk  of  the  crown,  of  the 
city  of  Limerick,  agsCinst  the  Irish 
grand  jury  presentments' bill.— Ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Commons^  May  26.-— 
A  person  from  the  office  of  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland  presented  a 
copy  of  the  grand  jury  panels  of 
the  city  of  Dublin  for  the  last 
seven  years. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  were  presented  for  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  foreign 
bark — from  Dublin  for  an  altera- 
tion in  the  law  between  principal 
and  factor — from  the  coroners  ef 
Galway  respecting  their  fees— 
from  London  against  the  South- 
wark  small  debts  bill — against  the 
leather  tax  —  against  slavery— 
upon  the  subject  of  agriculUiral 
distress  —  for  the  continuance  of 
the  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
sulphur. 

^r   T.  Leikbridge  presented  a 
P  petition 
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pedtion  from  Mr*  William  Parker, 
campkioiog  of  the  oppressive  man- 
.ner  in  which  he  bad  been  treated 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Ue 
had  gone  out  to  Africa  as  a  free 
settler,  accompanied(by  ''more  than 
%iiO  individuals,"  but  all  his 
hopes  had  been  ruined,  and  his 
^property  destroyed,  by  the  arbi- 
trary courae  which  was  adopted 
towards  him*  Against  the  colo- 
nial secretary,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bird,  the  allegatioos  of  the  peti- 
tion, were  directed.  The  petition 
prayed  for  the  fullest  inquiry.  He 
had  already  appealed  to  other  au- 
thorities, to  whom  he  had  a  legiti- 
mate right  of  appeal ;  but,  as  re- 
dress was  refused  to  him,  he  now 
came  to  the  house  as  his  last  re- 
source. The  hon.  secretary  (Mr. 
WiUnot)  would  perhaps  say,  that 
this  case  should  be  referred  to  the 
commissioners  who  had  been  sent 
out  to  the  Cape.  This  had  been 
done,  and  they  referred  it  back  to 
the  governor;  since  which,  Mr. 
Parker  had  heard  nothing  about 
iL  The  petitioner  was  now  in 
London,  and  was  ready  to  come 
forward  to  prove  the  whole  of  his 
allegations. 

The  petition  was  then  read. 

Mr.  WUmot  said  he  could  give 
no  better  proof  of  the  discussion 
which  this  subject  had  undergone 
in  the  colonial  office,  than  by  sta- 
ting that  the  correspondence  upon 
it  there,  occupied  599  folio  pages, 
from  all  he  knew  of  the  business, 
he  thought  there  was  a  prima  fade 
case  made  out  against  Mr.  Parker ; 
at  the  same  time  he  would  be 
ready  to  produce  auy  explanatory 
papers  upon  the  subject 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  that  the  hon. 
hart,  would  bring  forward  a  motion 
upon  the  subject,  as  be  had  reason 
lo  know  that    the  grossest    indi- 


vidual injustice  was  inOicted  in 
the  colony  alluded  to.  He  had 
heard  of  various  flagrant  inataDoes, 
which,  like  the  present,  he  thought 
ought  to  be  considered  at  the  bar 
of  that  house, 

Mr.  WHmot  promised  to  pro- 
duce the  fullest  documents  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Hutchimon  hoped  that  the 
inquiry  would  be  called  for  by 
the  hon.  hart  It  was  a  question, 
he  had  reason  to  believe,  which 
involved  a  Beyers  individual  grie- 
vance, and  one  that  ought  not  to 
be  passed  over  without  due  inquiry. 

Mr.  Bennet  complained  of  the 
encouragement  which  was,  he 
understood,  afforded  by  govern- 
ment to  emigrate  to  Africa. 
Convinced,  from  indisputable  facts, 
that  ruin  and  misery  atCtnded  the 
spirit  of  emigration  so  encouragedt 
and  that  not  a  single  shilling  ought 
to  be  devoted  to  it,  he  wouM  on  a 
future  occasion  call  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  subject. 

Sir  N.  Coltkurtt  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  a  spirit  of  emigra- 
tion ought  to  be  encouraged  from 
the  south  of  Ireland  to  the  colony. 
He  believed  the  case  of  Mr.  Parker 
to  be  one  which  loudly  called  for 
inquiry. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  jT. 
Lethbridge  and  Mr.  Goulbumt  the 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr»  Sergeant  Onalow  postponed 
until  thb  day  week,  the  second 
reading  of  the  ueury  laws'  repeal 
bill. 

Mr.  Calcraft  said,  as  soon  as 
the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Dublin  was  closed,  which 
would  be  at  an  early  hour,  as  be 
understood  there  was  only  one 
witness  to  examine,  he  would,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  submit  to  the   house 

his 
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biiB  motm  fur  the  repeal  of  the 
kttthAr  tax. 

The  house  then  went  into  eom- 
iBittee  u|NMB  the  conduct  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Dublin  ;  Sir  R.  Heron 
iii  the  chair.  Sir  Ahrabam  Brad- 
ley King  was  examined,  and  eon- 
sidenibk  discussion  was  occasioned 
both  bMlay  and  last  Friday,  upon 
his  objectioa  to  answer  certain 
({aestions,  which  his  oaUi  as  an 
oraBgc-man  (deputy  grand  master) 
forbade  him  to  reveal.  —  It  was 
carried,  not  to  press  him  upon 
those  points.^   After  which, 

Mr.  l/«  G.  Ben/ut  suggested  the 
necessity  ol  an  adjournment,  as  it 
was  half*pasi  twelve  o'clock. 

Alter  sooie  conversation  on  that 
point,  and  on  the  future  order  of 
proceeding,  the  house  resumed; 
the  Ckmrman  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to.  sit  again  on 
Tttcsday. 

The  second  reading  of  the  sale 
of  game  hill  was  fixed  for  Monday. 

The  committee  on  the  Irish  un* 
lawful  oaths  bill  was  postponed 
until  Friday. 

Tbe  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  gone  through,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

HouH  of  Lordsy  May  27.—. 
Lord  Stanley^  accompanied  by 
other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  Man- 
cbe^r  gaslight  and  several  pri- 
vate bills,  which  were  read  the 
first  tin)e. 

L^rd  Colchester  moved,  the  third 
reacting  of  the  Shadwell  church 
bilk— The  bill  passed. 

The  Murquifi  of  Lansdawn 
presen^d  a  petition  from  the 
clergy .  apd  lay  impr(^nators  of 
the  diocess  of  Clonfert«  which  in- 
cluded the  county  of  Kerry  and 
part  of  Cork,  in  favour  of  some 
measure  for  the   commutation  of 


titlics.  The  noble  flBarqois  Mftte4, 
that  tbe  petition  had  been  some 
time  in  his  possession,  but  he  had 
delayed  presenting  it,  in  tlve  ex- 
pectation which  he^  in  common 
with  others,  had  entertained,  that 
the  eminent  persons  composing  the 
hierarchy  of  Ireland  would,  as 
they  certainly  had  intended^  have, 
presented  a  petition  hostile  to  the 
prayer  of  that  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  hold  in  his  band.  In. 
that  expectation  he  ctuifessed  he 
had  been  most  agreeably  disap- 
pointed, and  be  trusted  those  emi- 
nent persons  bad  seen  reason  to 
reconsider  tbe  subject,  and  had 
entirely  abandoned  their  intention 
of  presenting  a  petition.  The 
opinion  expressed  by  these  peti- 
tioners was  entitled  to  the  highest 
respect,  and  they  told  their  lord- 
ships that  they  deemed  it  essential 
to  the  happiness  of  the  country, 
essential  to  tbe 'order  of  the  coun- 
try, and  farther,  that  it  was  essen- 
tial to  their  own  interests,  and 
those  who  were  to  succeed  them, 
that  this  measure  should  be  made 
part  of  tbe  permanent  law  of  the 
land.  The  adoption  of  the  mea- 
sure would  expunge  from  the 
statute  book,  laws  of  ^  most  cruel 
and  tyrannical  nature,  which  oo 
circumstances  could  ever  have  in- 
duced the  legislature  to  pass  as 
applicable  to  England,  but  which, 
it  was  alleged,  were  necessary  to. 
maintain  the  system  of  tithes  es- 
tablished in  Ireland.  He  was 
retuiy  to  admit  that  the  majority 
of  the  Protestant  clergy  in  Ire- 
land did  not  press  the  laws  to  the 
utmost  extent;  but  he  need  not 
press  on  their  lordships  the  danger 
of  leaving  tbe  law  in  such  a  state, 
that  its  utmost  extension,  even  by 
tbe  minority  of  the  Protestant 
clergy,  would  spread  most  widely 
p  2  the 
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the  sphere  of  discontent)  and  irri- 
tation, and  insurrection;  for  (if 
this  were  the  proper  time)  be 
should  be  prepared  to  show,  that 
by  this  cause  alone  insurrection 
had  been  excited  where  it  had 
never  raged  before.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  this  species  of  pro- 
perty was  sacred,  but  not  in  the 
sense  that  some  persons  understood 
it ;  it  was  sacred  to  the  moral  and 
religious  instmction  and  happiness 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  He 
hoped  soon  to  see  some  practical 
measure  introduced,  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  ft>rwarding  those 
great  objects* 

The  petition  was  then  read^  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
marriage  laws'  amendment  bill. 
His  Grace  gave  a  brief  outline  of 
the  nature  of  the  bill,  and  stated 
that  there  was  one  clause  in  it  of 
very  great  importance,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  the  house  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament — he 
meant  the  voidability  clause.  That 
clause  was  rejected,  in  consideration 
of  the  sabstitution  of  certain  pre- 
ventive clauses,  which  had  in  prac- 
tice been  found  not  only  useless, 
but  highly  objectionable.  The 
ommittee,  therefore,  bad  one  of 
»hree  courses  to  adopt— either  to 
leave  the  minor  without  the  pro- 
tection which  the  exercise  of  the 
parental  rights  were  calculated^  to 
afford  him ;  to  re-enact  the  clause 
of  the  fteth  Geo.  II. ;  or  to  insert 
the  clause  in  its  present  mitigated 
state,  confining  the  interference  to 
the  parents  and  guardians,  and  that 
to  be  exerted  within  a  limited 
time.  Of  the  three  courses,  the 
last  appeared  the  l^ast  objectionable 
(not  that  it  was^  entirely  free  from 
objection),  and   therefore  it   was 


adopted  by  the  oommittoe.  He 
had  frequently  heard  in  that  boose 
an  argument  against  the  dissolubi- 
lity of  marriage,  founded  on  the 
law  of  God ;  and  the  words  in  the 
marriage  ceremony  were  referred 
to,  which  forbade  Uiose  whom  God 
had  joined  being  separated  by  man ; 
but  the  question  recurred,  what  is 
that  marriage  which  is  inseparable^ 
because  it  has  the  sanction  of  God  f 
A  marriage  might  be  had  which 
was  not  allowed  by  the  laws  of 
God ;  the  ordinances  of  the  Al- 
mighty, therefore,  could  not  be 
satisfied  without  some  intervention 
of  human  laws.  God  had  formed 
man  for  society,  and  at  the  root  of 
society  lay  the  institution  of  mar- 
riage, but  the  particular  forms  in 
which  it  should  be  solemnised 
were  certainly  left  to  the  ctiscretie» 
of  society. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  he  should 
say  but  a  few  words,  as  he  thought 
the  more  convenient  time  to  enter 
at  length  on  the  discussion  would 
be  when  the  bill  was  in  the  com- 
mittee. Their  lordships  would 
look  to  the  state  of  the  law  as  it 
at  present  stood :  for  the  last  two 
or  three  months  we  had  been  und^ 
the  law  as  it  stood  after  Lord  Hard- 
wicke's  act  passed,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  nullity  clause,  and 
no  inconvenience  had  been  found 
to  arise  from  that  clause  havii^ 
been  got  rid  of.  This  certainly 
was  not  the  bill  which  he  had  ex- 
pected. After  what  had  dropped 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
(the  Lord  Chancellor),  he  had  ex- 
pected a  full  and  comprehenuve 
law  on  the  subject  of  marriage; 
but,  in  fact,  this  contained  little 
more  than  was  in  the  last  act.  He 
had  thought  it  important  that  all 
the  doubts  which  hung  over  mar«- 
riages  solemnized  in  foreign  coun- 
tries 
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tries  should  be  cleared  up,  and  that 
persons  so  situated  should  be  freed 
^m  their  doubts,  without  resorting 
to  a  competent  court  in  this  coon- 
tiy.     He  was  also  desirous  that 
facilities  should  have  been  afforded 
to  dissenters  and  Roman  Catholics, 
and  that  they  should  have  been 
enabled    to    marry  in  their  own 
chapels   by  priests  of  their  own 
persuasion,  as  he  understood  was 
the  case  with  Roman  Catholics  in 
Ireland.    Roman  Catholic  fordgn- 
ers,  coming  to  this  country,  might 
not  find  it  consistent  with  their 
religious  feeh'ngs  to  have  recourse 
to  the  formalities  of  this  country. 
Another  thing,   as  the  law   now 
stood,  incestuous  marriages  might 
take  place ;  and  with  regard  to  the 
poorer  classes  of  people,  where  no 
property  was  concerned,  the  mar- 
riage would  be  valid,  and  the  issue 
legitimate;  but  not  so  where  any 
property  was  concerned,  for  there 
the  next  heir  would  interfere.     To 
remove    this    inequality    between 
rich  and  poor  did  seem  to   him 
most  desirable:  he  wished,  there- 
fore,  that  all   marriages  against 
God's  law  should  be  declared  null 
and  void  a6  initio.     It  had  been 
declared  by  that  house  and  by  the 
general  feelings  of  the  country,  that 
there  should  be  no  alteration  with 
respect  to  the  publication  of  bans ; 
that  clause,  therefore,  which  pro- 
fessed   to  preserve   the   rights  of 
parents  could  with  ease  be  evaded. 
As  the  marriages  by  bans  were  to 
remain^  as  they  were,  it  would  be 
matter  of  little  difficulty  for  a  mi- 
nor to  form  a  valid  marriage  by 
bans.      The  husband  also  might 
carry  his  wife  out  of  the  country, 
and  form  a  marriage  abroad,  which 
could  not  be  contravened.    So  that 
if  the  object  were  to  form  a  good 
marriage,  all  the  clause  of  voida- 


bility was    nugatory;    but    if   it 
were  the  intention  of  the  minor  to 
form  an  invalid  marriage,  then  this 
clause  acted  with  full  effect,  and 
with  a  rigour  of  cruelty   to  the 
weaker  sex,  which  he  could  hardly 
have  expected  that  house  would 
have    countenanced;    besides,    if 
their  lordships  were  to  maintain 
parental  rights,  they  should  look 
to  the  rights  of  the  father  of  the 
wife  as  well  as  of  the  husband; 
but  he  (Lord  Ellenborough)  could 
not  conceive    any   circumstances 
under  which   the   parent  of   the 
woman  should  desire  to  see  the 
marriage  voided.    The  clause  bore 
entirely   on    the    weaker    party: 
it  was,  in  fact,  an  encouragement 
to  seduction,  under  the  semblance 
of  marriage :    and   instead  of  the 
clause    being    introduced    by   the 
right  reverend  prelate  and  a  learned 
and  noble  lord,  it  would  seem  as 
if  it  were  the  production  of  a  set 
of  dissolute  minors,  who  were  de- 
sirous of  legislating  according  to 
the  morals  professed  by  the  thea- 
trical hero  Don  Juan, 

The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  briefly 
opposed  the  clause. 

The  Bishop  of  Chester  opposed 
the  clause,  as  it  seemed  to  him 
directly  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God ;  but  he  would  reserve  himself 
to  prove  what  he  had  asserted 
when  the  bill  should  be  in  a  com- 
mittee. The  reverend  prelate  ob- 
served at  some  length  on  the 
nature  of  the  voidability  clause, 
and  asked  whether  it  was  a  clause 
proper  to  be  enacted  by  any  Chris- 
tian legislature  ;  he,  at  all  events, 
would  not  be  one  to  give  his  vote 
for  putting  asunder  those  whom 
God  had  joined. 

The  Bishop  ofDerry^  in  answer 
to  one  of  the  observations  of  the 
noble    lord   (Ellenborough),    con- 
tended 
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tended  tbat  inoestuous  marriages 
were  null  and  void  ab  itnttOy  ac« 
cording  to  the  preseait  law. 

Lord  EUenboraagh  woold  not  be 
positive  as  to  the  correctness  of  his 
observation,  bat  he  would  rather 
have  the  exposition  of  the  law 
from  a  learned  lord,  than  from 
the  reverend  prelate. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  they 
had  been  told  it  was  not  a  proper 
time  to  discnss  the  measure;  there- 
fore, though  he  had  been  appealed 
to,  be  would  only  say,  that  he  was 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  law  of 
scripture,  as  well  as  the  law  of 
the  land,  must  be  a  good  deal  more 
considered  than  it  appeared  to  him 
they  had  yet  been. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons f  May  27. — 
Petitions  were  presented  com- 
plaining of  distress  from  the  island 
of  St.  Christopher  —  against  the 
coal  duty  — against  altering  the 
present  law  with  regard  to  stamp- 
ing linen — against  the  duty  tm  the 
importation  of  sulphur. 

Lord  Althorp  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom 
it  had  been  referred  to  consider 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  recover- 
ing small  debts,  and  moved  that  it 
be  printed,  which  was  agreed  to« 

Sundry  petitions  were  afterwardsr 
presented. 

Mr.  Brougham  wished  to  know 
whether  the  lords  of  the  Treasury 
Jiad  received  an  estimate  of  the 
expenditure  to  be  incurred  in  the 
intended  buildings,  to  form  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Admiralty  department 
in  New-street,  Spring  Gardens; 
and  ako,  whether  there  were  not 
parts  of  the  Admitaity  and  Vic- 
tualling Boards  at  present  unoc- 
cupied ^ 

Mr.  Lushington    promised    to 


make  the  necessary  inquiries,  and 
to  answer  the  question  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know,  for 
the  purpose  of  shaping  his  course 
respecting  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  some  of  his  Majesty's  colonies, 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
government  to  continue  Sir  T. 
Maitland  as  governor  of  the  Ionian 
Islands  ? 

Mr.  Wilmot  said,  that  it  was 
|)ot»  so  far  as  he  was  informed* 
intended  to  remove  Sir  Thomas 
Maitland  from  that  command. 

Mr,  Lennard  said,  that  be  had 
little  to  say  in  introducing  his  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  and  amend  the  Ihws  respect- 
ing the  burial  of  persons  who  have; 
been  adjudged  felo  de  se^  3&he  un-^ 
derstoud  no  opposition  was  intended 
to  be  made  to  it.  As  the  law  now 
st(H)d,  ».felo  de  se  was  deprived  of 
the  rites  of  burial,  and  exposed  to 
the  indignity  of  having  a  stake 
driven  through  his  body.  The 
inHiction  of  this  odious  and  dis- 
gusting ceremony  was  not,  he 
believed,  enjoined  by  any  written 
enactment,  but  by  an  old  custom. 
By  the  canon  law,  three  classes  of 
persons  were  deprived  of  Christian 
burial ;  these  were —  all  who  were 
guilty  oi  felo  de  se,  excommunica- 
ted persons,  and  those  who  had 
not  undergone  baptism.  It  was 
only  in  the  case  of  felo  de  se  that 
he  wished  to  interfere,  and  there 
only  to  abolish  the  practice  of  the 
mere  indignity  of  applying  the 
stake  to  the  body,  for  he  meant  to 
leave  the  burial  to  be  performed 
in  private  wherever  it  might  be 
thought  proper. 

The  honourable  member  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Mr.  Hume^  at  the  suggestion  of 

Mr.  Peel,   who    urged   that    Mr. 

Goulburn  had   left    his  place  not 

thinking 
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thinking  the  rikottjUn  would  come  on 
to-night,  consented  to  postpone, 
until  the  17th  of  June  next,  hie 
motion  for  discontinuing  thees* 
tablishment  of  lord^heutenant  and 
chief  •secretary  in  Ireland. 

Mr,  IVUmot  Horton  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  bills  for  the  es* 
tabUshment  of  civil  courts  in  the 
colon}'  of  Honduras,  and  for  the 
i)etter  admioietration  of  jasUce  in 
New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Petl  said,  that  in  the  de- 
bate on  a  former  night,  respecting 
the  state  of  the  criminal  laws  he 
had  dbtinctly  explained  his  itttei>* 
tion  of  bringing  in  certain  bills  to 
enable  the  government  to  employ 
male  convicts  at  hard  labour,  and 
to  relieve  the  judges  from  the  ne- 
cessity  of  pas^ng  sentence  of 
death  upon  certtdn  malefactors, 
except  in  cases  of  murder.  These 
bills  would  be  printed,  and  then 
their  nature  would  be  fully  under* 
stood.  He  had  discovered  and 
taken  cognizance  of  two  crimes 
which  were  not  enumerated  in  the 
list  of  capital  felonies  mentioned  on 
a  former  night — these  were  steal- 
ing woollen  cloth  from  the  tenter 
hooks,  and  destroying  hop^binds. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  bills  to  extend 
the  benefit  of  clergy  to  certain 
cases  therein  to  be  mentioned. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Cakraft^ 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Dublin :  Sir  R.  Heron 
in  the  chair. 

After  some  conversation, 

Mr.  Cakrajt  moved,  that  the 
chairman  do  leave  the  chair,  and 
report  the  evidence  to  the  bouse. — 
The  motion  was  carried  uuani- 
moosly. 

The  house  having  resumed,  the 
question  was  put,  that  the  re« 
port  be  brought  up. 


Mt.  Peel  took  the  opporlulrity 
of  complimenting  the  late  Chair-' 
man  on  the  impartiality  which  he 
had  exhibited  whilst  presiding  over 
the  committee.  ^ 

^t>  R.  Heron  then  presented  the 
report  of  the  evidence,  whic^h  was 
onieTed  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mp,  W^wr^ 
the  minutes  were  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  house,  and  the  wie-^ 
nesses  were  absolved  from  farther 
attendance.  The  inquiry  thus  ter- 
minated. 

Mr.  Daly  moved  the  recommit- 
ment of  the  Irish  joint  tenantcy' 

Mr.  R.  Martin  objected  to  the 
bill,  because  it  would  disfranchise  a 
large  portion  of  the  Homan  Catho- 
lic population  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  JYench  thought  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  most  excellent. 
One  of  the  great  evils  of  Ireland 
was  the  splitting  the  land  into  bo 
many  small  divisions  for  the  pur- 
pose- of  creating  votes.  That 
which  was  a  blessing  in  this  coun- 
try— the  great  number  of  electors 
— was  a  curse  in  Ireland ;  for  it 
only  exposed  the  peasantry  in 
many  large  districts  to  every  spe- 
cies of  bribery  and  corruption  — 
to  drunkenness  and  every  kind  of 
disorder.  His  only  objection  to  the 
bill  would  be,  that  it  did  not  go  far 
enough.  He  wished  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  clause  by  which  leases 
in  common  might  be  entirely  put 
an  end  to. 

Sir  J.  Newport  fully  concurred 
in  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last.  Nothing",  h<^ 
thought,  brought  greater  misery 
upon  Ireland  than  the  many  sab- 
divisions  of  land  amongst  such  a 
multitude  of  tenants. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  L. 
fVkitef  which  were  inaudible  in  thd 
gallery, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  T.  EUia  expressed  his  en- 
tire concurrence  in  the  principle  ot 
the  bill. 

Mr.  J.  Daly  (who  introduced 
the  bill)  contended  that  it  would 
not  have  the  effect  pointed  out  by 
the  hon.  member  for  Gal  way  (Mr. 
R.  Martin),  of  disfranchising  a 
great  portion  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
Uc  freeholders.  He  then  went  on 
10  show  the  great  evils  arising  in 
Ireland  from  the  system  of  joint 
tenantcy,  which  the  bill  was  in- 
tended to  correct 

Mr,  C.  H.Hutchinson  said,  that 
nothing  could  be  farther  from  his 
intention  than  the  countenancing 
the  system  of  fictitious  voters  in 
Ireland.  He  would  go  as  far  as 
any  member  to  prevent  such  an 
abuse ;  but  he  still  objected  to  the 
bill  as  tending  to  disfranchise 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
Ireland ;  and  he  also  objected  to 
the  bringing  on  of  such  a  question 
in  the  then  thin  state  of  the  house, 
where  there  were  not  more  than  a 
dozen  Irish  members  present,  and 
of  these  only  a  very  few  who  were 
connected  with  the  south  and  west 
of  Ireland,  where  the  measure 
would  be  most  operative.  He 
spoke  not  from  any  feehngs  of  per- 
sonal interest,  for  be  had  the  ho- 
nour to  be  returned  by.  a  city 
(Cork)  where  the  bill  would  have 
little  or  no  operation  :  but  he  still 
objected  to  it  as  embracing  a  prin- 
ciple calculated  to  excite  great  dis- 
content and  dissatisfaction  m  Ire* 
land.  A  great  deal  of  discontent 
had  been  already  excited  by  the 
loss  of  that  most  important  mea- 
sure, the  Catholic  question,  and  he 
now  warned  his  honourable  friend 
(whose  intentions  he  admitted  to 
be  very  pure)  how  he  pressed  a 
measure  calculated  to  increase  the 
present  irritation.  He  should  have 
no  objection   to  allowing  the  bill 


to  go  into  the  committee,  aikl  there 
let  his  honourable  friend  make  it 
as  perfect  as  he  could ;  but  after 
that,  he  would  wish  to  let  it  re- 
main over  till  the  next  session,  tu 
give  the  several  counties  of  Ireland 
an  opportunity  of  considering  it  in 
all  its  bearings*  la  that  case  he 
would  pledge  himself  to  the  hon. 
member  to  give  the  matter  his 
best  consideration  in  the  next 
session. 

Sir  G.  Hiil  approved  of  the  bill, 
but  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Hutchinson) 
W2&  so  fair  that  he  could  not  but 
concur  with  it. 

Mr.  Gratian  did  not  think  that 
the  bill  went  to  disqualify  a  great 
part  or  any  part  of  the  Romaa 
Catholics,  but  to  establish  the  sys- 
tem of  election  by  Inmajide  free- 
holders. 

Mr.  R.  Martin  said,  if  the  lion, 
member  did  not  intend  to  press  the 
bill  this  session,  he  would  not  ob- 
ject to  going  into  the  committee; 
buk  if  he  did  intend  to  press  it,  he 
•would  divide  the  house. 

The  house  then  divided,  when 
there  appeared — For  going  into 
the  committee,  54— Against  it, 
none. 

The  house  therefore  went  into 
a  committee,  Coianel  Trench  in  the 
chair;  after  which  the  house  re- 
sumed, and  the  report  was  ordered 
to  be  recdved  to-morrow. 

Mn  Spring  Rice  said,  that  as  ha 
understood  from  hon.  gents,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  house,  that  it 
would  not  be  convenient  to  them 
for  him  to  proceed  that  evening 
with  the  motion  on  the  conduct  of 
Baron  O'Grady  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  he  should  let  it  stand 
over  till  to-morrow,  when  the 
house  would  be  enabled  to  deter- 
mine on  what  day  it  would  be  most 
expedient  to  bring  it  on. 

The 
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The  other  orders  of  the  day 
wcie  then  ready  and  the  hoiWB  ad- 
joonied. 

Hmue  o/LardSf  Mo^f  2S.--Str 
J.  Newport,  accompanied  by  se« 
veral  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  brought  ap  the  Irish 
county  treasurers'  bill,  with  their 
lordships'  amendments  agreed  to. 
The  Insh  grand  jury  presentments 
bill  was  also  brought  up,  and  after- 
wards read  a  first  time. 

A  person  from  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  presented  returns 
pursuant  to  their  lordships'  order. 

The  Earl  of  Dcnougkmort^  on 
the  first  reading  of  the  Irish  grand 
jury  presentment  bill,  observed, 
that  by  this  bill  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks  of  the  crown  and  the  clerks 
of  the  peace  in  Ireland  were  regu- 
lated ;  but  although  the  clerks  of 
the  peace  had  greater  duties  to 
perform,  their  salaries  were  left  as 
they  were,  whilst  the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  the  crown  had  been 
doaUed;  and  this  doubling  ex- 
tteded  to  seventeen  counties  of 
Irelaod.  He  could  not  be  aware 
on  what  ground  this  alteration  was 
made,  but  he  wished  to  be  inform- 
ed on  the  subject.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  biU  be  printed,  and 
afterwards  lie  over  for  a  week, 
when  it  might  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordiogly  ordered  to  be  printed. 

l\i%  thJte  of  BMtland  presented 
a  petition  from  the  wool-staplers 
of  Leicester,  agpunst  the  duties  on 
foreign  wool.— Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. — Adjourned. 

Hoii^e  of  ConmumSf  May  28. — 
Fetitions'  were  presented  against 
the  practice  of  manufacturers  pay- 
ing their  workmen  in  goods*^ 
against  the  beer  bill  —  against 
slavery. 


Lord  AMjorp  obtamed  leave  to 
Wing  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  county  courts. 

Mr.  Hume  stated,  that  returns, 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the 
house,  had  been  made  from  Scot- 
land, showing  the  prosecutions  in 
the  departments  of  the  esdse  and 
customs.  The  latter  returns  were 
complete ;  but  to  make  the  former 
equally  so,  he  moved  for  letums  of 
the  excise  prosecutions  in  Scot- 
land during  the  last  five  years, 
specifying  the  name  of  each  case, 
the  result,  and  the  expenditure.— 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Two  petitions  were  presented 
complaining  of  the  manner  in 
which  special  juries  were  eldicted 
by  the  Master  of  the  Crown-office, 
wh6,  it  was  complained,  out  of  two 
or  three  thousand  names,  selected 
those  to  which  the  title  of  esquire 
was  attached ;  by  which  meatas  all 
the  rest  were  prevented  from  per- 
forming an  important  duty  to  their 
country. 

Several  members  bore  testimony 
to  the  master,  Mr.  LushingtOn ;  but 
it  was  admitted  that  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  select  a  jury  if  he 
pleased. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LordNugent  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  remove  certain 
tests,  by  which  Roman  Catholics 
might  be  eligible  to  certain  offices, 
and  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. 

Several  members  supported  the 
motion  ;  and  Mr.  W,  Smith  hoped 
that  test  acts  of  every  kind  would 
soon  be  altogether  removed. — 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Maberb/  moved  for  a  select 
committee  upon  the  duties  on  malt 
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aiid  beer.  He  stated  that  die  tax 
upon  bee;*  was  collected  in  two 
ways :  the  tax  upon  malt,  which' 
amountod  to  about  twopence  per 
gallon  upon  porter,  and  twopence 
three  farthings  a  gallon  upon  ale 
(this  was  paid  by  the  private  as 
well  by  the  public  brewer);  and 
the  tax  upon  beer,  which  aonounted 
to  threepence  halfpenny  *  a  gallon 
upon  porter  and  ale,  and  seven  far- 
things a  gallon  upon  the  new  beer 
brewed  under  the  bill  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  The  pri- 
vate brewer,  therefore,  paid  only 
twopence  or  threepence  a  gallon 
duty  upon  his  liquor;  while  the 
poor  man,  who  was  compelled  to 
purchase  from  the  common  brewer, 
paid  sixpence.  Now  this  was  a 
heavy  and  a  most  unfedr  tax  upon 
tiie  lower  orders  ;  and  if  the 
whole  <kity  could  be  collected  upon 
malt,  laying  an  additional  tax  upon 
^at  article,  not  only  would  the 
impost  press  equally  upon  all 
classes,  but  a  sum  of  no  less  than 
WOfWOl.  per  annum  (being  the 
cost  of  collecting  the  beer  duty) 
might  be  saved.  The  quantity  (k 
roidt  that  might  be  consimied  in 
England  was  about  26,000,000  of 
basbels  annually.  Of  this  quan- 
tity, little  more  than  7,000,000  of 
bushels  were  used  by  private  brew* 
ers.  An  additional  duty  of  two 
shillings  a  bushel  upon  all  malt 
would  return  as  large  a  sum  to  a 
revenue  as  was  gained  by  the  pre- 
sent tax  on  beer.  This  was  tbe 
course  which  he  recommended  to 
tlie  house ;  and  if  it  was  said  that 
laying  so  high  a  duty  upon  malt 
be  a  temptation  to  brewers  to  sub- 
stitute noxious  drugs  for  it  in  their 
beer,  he  should  answer,  that  the 
public  would  have  the  same  penal 
securities  against  that  practice 
under  the  system  he  proposed,  as 


under  that  which  now  existed. 
Mr.  Maberly  sat  down  by  submit* 
ting,  that  at  all  events  the  case  was. 
a  fit  one  for  inquiry,  and  by  com- 
plaining of  that  part  of  the  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer's  new  bill 
which  compelled  table-beer  brew- 
ers, if  they  wished  to  make  the 
new  beer,  to  get  fresh  premises  for 
the  purpose.  The  bill  was  at  best 
but  a  bill  of  experiment.  It  went 
entirely  to  destroy  the  present 
trade  of  the  table-beer  brewers; 
and  it  was  hard,  for  the  mere  ex* 
periment  of  a  year,  either  to  stop 
their  business  and-  profits,  or  subject 
them  to  the  heavy  expense  of  taking 
fresh  premises. 

The  CkanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
opposed  the  going  into  a  com- 
mittee. As  to  the  saving  in  the 
expense  of  collection,  the  hon* 
member  for  Abingdon  was  mis* 
taken.  280,000/.  was  the  subh 
charged  in  the  estimates  for  col* 
leeting  the  beer  tax;  but  that 
charge  was  rather  arbitrary ;  be« 
cause  the  same  persons  who  col-* 
leoted  the  beer  tax  were  also  em« 
ployed  in  other  duties :  they  super* 
vised  the  maltsters,  the  glasa** 
houses,  tea-dealers,  and  brick-carta  i 
and,  therefore,  the  som  put  dowa 
was  rather  a  matter  of  average  than 
of  exact  calculation.  In  addition 
to  this,  it  must  be  evident  to  every 
one,  that  if  an  additiunaU  and  a 
large  additional  duty,  was  laid  npon 
malt,  the  expense  of  coUeding  the 
malt  duty  would  be  increased* 
The  duty  being  higher,  the  temp-* 
tation  to  evade  it  must  be  counter-t 
acted  by  additional  vigilance.  He 
did  not  mean  to  deny  that  some 
saving  in  the  expense  of  collectioo 
would  arise  from  taking  off  tbe 
beer  doty ;  but  those  who  expected 
to  save  1^80,000/.  aryear,  or  any 
thing  like  it,  would  be  mistaken. 

He 
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He  did  not  deny  Ihtti  the  rich  were 
entitled  to  leaat  conuderation  in 
the  qnestioii.  It  was  true  that  they 
would  have  to  pay  a  large  portion 
of  tax  if-  they  should  cotitinae  to 
hrew  their  owq  beer.  But  the 
bon.  gentleman  woul^  have  the 
house  and  the  people  believe  that 
no  one  brewed  beer  bot  the  rich. 
For  his  own  part,  he  could  not 
leave  out  all  the  farmers,  great  and 
smaH,  who  not  only  brewed  for 
themselves,  bqt  gave  beer  also  to 
their  labourers  as  a  portion  of  their 
wi^es.  Any  additional  duty  on 
malt  must,  in  such  cases,  increase 
pro  tanto  the  costs  of  production. 
He  considered  that  this  was  a  most 
improper  time  to  undertake  the 
discuBsiun  of  this  question.  The 
government  were  at  present  en- 
gaged in  considering  some  altera- 
tions  in  the  regulations  of  Scotch 
and  Irish  distillation.  But,  besides 
this,  the  amniint  of  the  duty  on 
malt  was  between  nine  and  ten 
millions.  Any  interference  with 
80  important  a  branch  of  the  re« 
venue  must  be  a  subject  of  consi- 
derable delicacy.  He  would,  in 
any  case,  prefer  the  plan  of  the 
memberfor  Reading,  te  equaliste  ^ 
duty  on  beer,  without  increasing 
that  on  malt.  He  was  convinced 
that  there  would  bono  saving  in  the 
oollection  of  the  duty  by  the  plan 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  that 
there  would  be  no  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  malt,  and  that  the 
poor  would  not  be  at  all  benefited 
by  it. 

Sir  /.  Macintosh  maintained 
that  his  hoo.  friend  bad  made  out 
a  clear  case,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  been  able  to 
answer,  in  pmvtng  that  the  poor 
might  be  relieved  from  >  a  con»der'« 
able  burden  of  tax  on  beer  withowl 
any  detriment  to  the  revenue,  and 


with  a  considerable  saving  in  the 
collection. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtquefr 
explained. 

Mr*  H^me  said,  that  the  expense 
of  collecting  the  beer  duty,  amount^ 
ing  to  275,000/.  might  be  saved 
altogether  by  placing  the  duty  on 
the  malt.  He  was  convinced  that 
if  the  beer  duty  were  repealed,  and 
the  malt  duty  lowered  to  9d,  ot 
If.  a  bushel,  the  benefit  would 
be  sensibly  kit  bj  the  countrf 
and  the  landed  iateveet,  and  he 
really  believed  that  the  revenue 
would  not  suffer  from  the  altera'* 
tion.  He  judged  by  the  efibct  which 
the  increase  of  the  inalt  duty  had^ 
produced.  It  was  almost  inoredi* 
ble  that  the  consumption  of  malt 
should  be  now,  kiotwitbstanding  the 
increase  of  population,  no  higher 
than  it  was  in  1792* 

Mr.  J,  Bennett  objected  to  the 
proposed  measuno,  because  in  these 
times,  when  the  agricultural  into^ 
rests  were  so  much  depressed,  any 
additional  duty  on  malt  must  in*- 
crease  the  burden.  Public  brewers 
would,  owing  to  the  improvements 
in  machinery,  and  the  extent  of 
their  capitals,  be  enabled  to  sell 
b^er  cheaper  than  private  brewers, 
notwithstanding  the  transfer  of  the 
duty :  aud  if  2s.  a  quarter  shouM 
be  added  to  the  malt  duty,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  putting  a 
stop  to  private  brewing  altogethen 
It  would  give  him  great  ptoaeurs, 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
would  apply  his  piind  to  the  re^ 
due  tion  of  the  beer  duty,  which  he 
thought  might  be  easily  eifieeled 
without  taking  the  burdens  from 
one  class  and  putting  them  on  ano- 
ther. He  was  obliged  to  disapprove 
of  the  present  motion ;  but  if  his 
hon.  friend  would  alter  it,  so  as  to 
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mtke  the  inquiry  for  a  general 
rather  than  a  Bpecific  object,  he 
would  willingly  support  it. 

Mr.  Maberfy  explainecU 

Sir  John  Neisport  said,  that  by 
returns  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
it  appeared  that  from  the  year 
17 5Z  to  1808  the  consumption  of 
beer  in  Ireland  had  increased  from 
^9,000  to  426,000  barrels  annu- 
ally. During  this  period  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  beer  had  been 
imported  from  £ngland.  In  the 
year  1809,  a  different  system  had 
been  proposed;  and  although  it 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Beresford, 
then  at  the  head  of  the  revenue, 
^it  was  adopted.  The  brewer  was 
kd  free  from  restriction,,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  the  number 
of  barrels  imported  fell  from 
426,000  to  88,000 ;  the  revenue 
was  doubled  in  the  article  of  malt, 
iha  consumption  was  powerfully 
Htcfeased,  and  it  was  of  home 
IMToduction  instead  of  foreign  im- 
poctatioD.  in  the  whole  history 
of  revenue  accounts,  no  illusUration 
could  be  more  complete  than  this 
cixcnmstance  furnished  of  the  ex<» 
IMliencyof  taking  off  all  restric* 
lions  from  brewers. 

Cobmel  ^eotf  .opposed  the  mq- 
tion, .  because  die  good  which  it 
proposed  in  reducing  .the  price  of 
beer  was  quite  insignificant,  while 
Abe  evil  ^  to  the  farmer  would  be 
isoneiderable.  The  great  con- 
sninption  of  beer  during  the  har- 
vest rendwed  it  an  important  ar- 
ticle in  the  espenses  of  an  agn- 
colturist;  and  to  impose  an  addi- 
tional tax  on  malt  would  be  to 
increase  his  burdens,  already  too 
beavv. 

Mr.  Wodekouse  also  opposed  the 
motion. 

Mr.  IVestem   woidd   willingly 


support  any  propoeal  to  reduce 
the  t  duty  on  malt  or  on  beer,  but 
not  to  transfer  the  one  to  tbe  other. 
He  believed  that  if  the  beer  duty 
were  totally  annihilatedt  the  loea 
which  that  must  occasion  to  the 
revenue  would  shortly  be  made 
up  by  the  increased  consumption 
of  malt.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
acquiesce  in  the  motion  befive  the 
house. 

Mr.  Byng  expressed  his  dissent 
from  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  no  description  of  persons  would 
be  benefited,  while  the  agricultu- 
rists would  be  in  a  worse  situ- 
ation if  it  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Ricardo  thought  that  his 
honourable  friend,  Mr.  Maberly, 
had  shown  the  tax  on  beer  to  be 
unequal,  and  that  one  clase  waa 
tempted  from  it,  while  another 
was  obliged  to  pay.  He  had 
shown,  also,  that  the  diminution  in 
the  expense  of  collecting  this  tax 
would  assist  the  revenue.  The 
honourable  member  regretted  that 
Ibis  had  been  made  a  question  be- 
tween the  agricultural  and  other 
classes;  but  even  if  it  were  true 
that  .the  tax  had  an  unequal  ope- 
ration, in  this  respect  also  the 
sooner  it  was  equalised  the  better. 
He  would  ask  the  house  whether, 
if  the  duty  paid  ought  to  attach 
on  all  persons  consuming  beer,  it 
ought  not  to  attach  equally  ?  The 
motion  should  have  his  hearty  sup- 
port, because  it  went  to  accom-- 
plisb  this  object. 

Lord  Althorp  said,  that  the  wish 
so  often  expressed  by  honourable 
members  to  encourage  private 
brewing,  would  be  defeated  by  this 
measure,  if  it  should  be  carried. 
He  had  always  maintained  that 
the  landed  interest  paid  an  undue 
proportion  of  taxes :  if,  therefore, 
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an  opportunity  ofiered  of  ligbteniog 
in  some  degree  the  waght  which 
expressed  them>  he  tbooght  it  was 
very  fair  to  do  eo.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Portarlington  cheered  him; 
and  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  other 
occasions,  he  regretted  they  differed. 
Still,  when  the  house  looked  to  the 
amount  of  poor-rates  paid  by  the 
farmer,  he  hoped  it  would  think 
he  was  entitled  to  some  coaftder- 
ation  on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  supported 
the  motion. 

Mr,Monck  said,  before  the  malt- 
tax  was  imposed,  the  shopkeeper 
or  farmer  could  brew  his  beer  at 
twenty  shillings  the  quarter  (malt) : 
now,  however,  he  could  not  brew 
it  under  thirty-six  shillings  per 
quarter.  He  repeated  his  often- 
expressed  conviction,  that  the  malt 
duty  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  land-tax ;  and  remarked 
upon  its  great  inequality  as  af- 
fecting the  rich  least,  and  the  poor 
most — an  inequality  which  had  ex- 
isted ever  since  the  8th  and  9th  of 
William  and  Mary,  and  must  have 
been  designed  as  a  compensation 
to  the  landed  interest  for  their  com* 
pliances  with  tbe  views  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  day.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  supported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Grey  Betmet  saw  no  reason 
why  1,200,000  beer-drinking  fa- 
mihes  of  artisans  should  be  obliged 
to  pay  forty  shillings  and  upwards 
per  quarter,  while  a  very  small  and 
much  richer  portion  of  the  com- 
munity should  pay  only  twenty 
shillings.  He  supported  the  mo- 
tion for  the  itiqoiry. 

Mr.  Maberfy^  in  reply,  declared 
that  he  had  heard  no  argument  to 
induce  him  to  suppose  that  the 
whole  of  this  subject  might  not  be 


most  conveniently  entertained  in  a 
committee. 

The  house  then  divided :  for  the 
motion,  27;  against  it,  119. 

Mr.  Fyseke  Palmer  moVed  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable 
pubfic  brewers  to  retail  beer  in  less 
quantities  than  four  gallons  and 
a  half,  provided  the  same  be  not 
consumed  upon  the  premises  of  the 
brewer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exch/eqwtr 
said,  that  there  was  no  necessity 
for  such  a  bill ;  inasmuch  as  the 
law  had  already  provided  for  its 
objects. 

Mr.  Monck  thought  notbiJig 
could  be  more  fair  or  wise  than 
the  principle  of  his  honourable 
friend's  proposition,  which  he  did 
hope  tbe  right  hon.  geot.  would 
not  oppose. 

Mr.  Heiriea  thought  some  mis- 
understanding existed  on  the  otW 
side  on  this  subject.  The  brewer» 
under  the  present  law,  might  tak« 
out  two  licences — namely,  the  pub- 
lic brewer's  common  licence,  and 
the  retail  licence — a  circumsiaiiee 
which  obviated  the  difficulty  com* 
plained  of,  as  furnishing  the 
ground  for  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  Benett  (of  Wiltshire)  snp> 
ported  the  motion. 

Mr.  F.  Palmer^  in  reply,  said 
his  only  object  was  to  gite  tbe 
brewer  the  opportunity  of  becom* 
ing  either  a  wholesale  or  a  retail 
dealer.  Seeing  the  disposttiott  of 
the  house,  however,  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion. — Motion  with- 
drawn accordingly. 

Mr.  R.  Martin  moved  for  leav« 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
issuing  of  writs  of  capiaa  utlegaium 
in  Ireland* 

The  house  divided  on  thet|ttes* 
tion^Ayes  43 ;  Noes  23. 

The 
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The  other  orders  of  the  ^y 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  edjoumed. 

Home  of  Lordst  Maif  SO. — ^The 
Royid  a^seDt  was  given  by.  com- 
mission to  the  Irish  commercial 
intercourse*  Ihsli  charitable  loans 
society's,  the  profttne  sweanng,  and 
several  private  hilb.  The  Lords 
Commissioners  were  theLorc^C^ft- 
cellar ,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury ^w^A 
Lord  MekUk. 

Lord  Stanley f  accompanied  by 
several  other  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up 
the  masters  and  apprentices'  bill, 
toother  with  some  private  bills. 
.  A  person  from  the  Treasury 
p^resented  the  fifth  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry.  A  per- 
son from  the  East  India-house 
afterwards  presented  the  annual 
accounts  of  receipts,  charges^  and 
payments  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany. 

The  Earl  of  Roqlcsatage  pre- 
sauted  a  petition  from  Cambridge, 
t^^ainst  negro  slavery  in  the  co- 
looies. 

.  The  Jjord  Chaneellor^  on  the 
9nl(ject  of  the  bill  for  comprising 
the  .whole  of  the  law  relating  to 
bankrupts  in  one  act,  with  soch 
additional  clauses  as  might  be  con- 
sidered necessary,  observed,  that  he 
had  some  time  ago  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  bring  in  such  a  bill, 
and  the  bill  was  now  ready  to  be 
brought  in ;  but  on  looking  over  the 
clauses  of  it»  he  had  thought  it 
wo«ld  be  more  .  convenient  if  it 
were  brought  into  the  other  house. 
The  bill  had  his  approbat^>n ;  and 
if  it  were  not  brought  into  the 
Commons  on  an  early  day  next 
week  (which  he  had  reason  to  be-; 
lisve  it  would),  he  would  himself 
introduce  it  into  that  house. — 
Adjourned. 


Bou4e  of  CommoHtf  May  30. — 
At  ibur  o'clock,  the  Deputy  Usher 
of  the  Black  Rod  summoned  the 
HoiMe.to  attend  in  the  house  of 
Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
the  royal  assent  given  to  several 
bills. 

A  person  from  the  East  India 
Company  presented  the  annual  ac- 
count of  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
goods  and  merchandise  for  the  last 
year. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
negro  slavery — against  the  coal 
duties,  —  and  (hat  the  rules  of 
the  King's  Bench  might  be  abo- 
lished. 

Mr,  Atttoood  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  cotton-weavers  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Stock- 
port, complaining  of  great  distress, 
and  praying*  first,  that  some  mea- 
sure should  be  adopted  to  check  the 
use  of  machinery ;  and  next,  that 
the  local  magistrates  should  be  em- 
powered to  fix  a  minimum  of  wages. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  a  very  large 
body  of  men,  that  these  were  the 
only  means  by  which  their  distress 
could  be  averted. 

The  petition  having  been  brought 
up, 

Mr.  G.  Philips  said,  after  all  the 
inquiry  he  had  made  with  respect 
to  the  condition  of  the  weavers  of 
Lancashire  at  the  present  moment, 
he  was  inclined  to  think  that  they 
had  greatly  exaggerated  the  state- 
ment of  their  distresses.  The  cot- 
ton spinners*  wages  were,  it  was 
true,  very  low  ;  but  the  price  of 
provisions  was  so  extremely  mode- 
rate, that  they  could  live  comfort- 
ably on  those  wages.  That  was 
undoubtedly  the  case  when  he  was 
last  in  Lancashire;  and  the  fact 
was  proved  by  the  reduction  of  the 
poor-rates,  as  well  as  by  the  re- 
duced number  of  applications  for 
private 
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private  charity.  With  respect  to 
machinery,  he  woold  now  reassert 
"what  he  had  formerly  repeated, 
namely,  that  where  machinery  was 
used,  the  wages  were  the  highest 
Where  cotton  machinery  was  in-* 
troduced,  the  comforts  and  wages 
of  the  artisan  were  improved. 
They  were  paid  more  for  managing 
machinery,  than  for  the  mere  la* 
hour  of  their  own  hands.  He 
would  contend,  that  no  means  were 
so  effectual  for  the  bene6t  of  the 
manufacturing  class,  as  the  Intro*- 
daction  of  machinery ;  and  if  Par- 
liament were  foolish  enough  to 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  those 
who  wished  to  discourage  machi- 
nery, they  would  inflict  the  greatest 
possible  injury  on  the  public,  and 
especially  on  tbe  petitioners  them* 
.selves.  If  a  minimum  of  wages 
were  established,  so  far  from  the 
weavers  being  relieved  by  such  a 
{>roject,  they  would  at  one  time  of 
the  year  have  no  employment  at 
all.  The  most  prudent  course 
would  be,  to  leave  the  trade  per* 
fectly  unshnckled,  and  open  to  the 
arrangements  of  the.  parties  imme- 
diately concerned— those  who  em- 
ploy labour,  and  those  whose  la<* 
hour  was  so  employed.  - 

Mr.  Curwcn  was  convinced,  that 
if  a  minimum  of .  wages  were  esta^ 
blished,  it  would  produce  great 
mischief.  Four  or  five  years  ago, 
when  several  petitions  similar  to 
the  present  were  laid  before  the 
house,  a  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  consider  them.  Delegates 
from  tbe  operative  maoufacturera, 
and.  other  individuals  conversant 
with  tbe  subject,  were  tben  exa- 
mined; and  he  believed  not  one 
person  attended  who  did  not  go 
away  perfectly  satisfied  that  such 
a  system  would  be  most  mischie- 
vous. Amongst  the  members  of 
ibe  committee,  there  was  not  the 


eHghtest  difierence  of  opinion  on 
this  sobject 

Mr.  Bennet  said,  a  very  usefol 
publication  on  the  subject  of  ma- 
chinery, written  by  Mr.  Cobbett, 
had  been  circulated  throughout  all 
the  manufacturing  counties,  and 
had  effected  a  change  of  opinion  no 
less  extensive.  Those  who  had 
not  read  that  work  ought  to  read 
it ;  because  there  was  no  pnblica* 
lion,  which,  for  a  rational  and  prac- 
tical view  of  the  subject,  could  be 
compared  with  it.  He  had  learn- 
ed more  from  it  than  from  any 
publication  of  the  kind  he  had  ever 
read. 

Sir  I.  Coffin  said,  if  the  use  of 
machinery  were  abolished,   two-^ 
thirds  of  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country  would  be  reduced  to  star- 
vation. 

Mr.  Bicardo  said,  much  infor- 
mation might,  undoubtedly,  be  de- 
rived from  Mr.  Cobbett's  publica- 
tion, because  he  explained  the  use 
of  machinery  in  such  a  way  <w  to 
render  the  subject  perfectly  clear. 
He  was  not,  however,  altogether 
satisfied  with  the  reasoning  con- 
tained in  that  pamphlet ;  because 
it  was  evident,  that  the  extensive 
use  of  machinery,  by  throwing  a 
large  portion  of  labour  into  the 
market,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  was  no  corresponding  increase 
of  demand  for  it,  must,  in  some 
degree,  operate  prejudicially  to  the 
working-classes  of  the  community. 
But  still  he  would  not  tolerate  any 
law  to  prevent  the  use  of  machi- 
nery. Tbe  question  was,  if  they 
gave  up  a  system  which  enabled 
them  to  undersell  in  the -foreign 
market,  would  other  nations  refrain 
from  pursuing  it?  Certainly  not. 
They  were  therefore  bound,  for 
ibeir  own  interest,  to  continue  it. 
Gentlemen  ought,  however,  to  in- 
culcate this  truth  on  the  minds  of 
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the  working  classes— that  the  vsp 
lue  of  labour,  like  the  value  of  other 
thiogi,  depended  on  the  relative 
proportion  of  supply  and  demand. 
If  the  supply  of  labour  were  greater 
than  could  be  employed,  then  thd 
people  must  be  miserable.  But 
the  people  had  the  remedy  in  their 
own  hands.  A  little  forethought, 
a  little  prudence,  (which  probably 
they  would  exert,  if  they  were  not 
made  such  machines  of  by  the 
poor-laws,)  a  little  of  that  caution 
which  the  better-educated  felt  it 
necessary  to  use,  would  enable  them 
to  improvo  their  situation. 

Mr,  Maxwell  differed  from  those 
who  were  of  opinion  that  a  low 
rate  of  wages  was  serviceable  to  a 
country.  The  reverse  he  conceiv- 
ed, to  be  the  fact;  because,  from 
the  circumstance  of  low  wages,  a 
great  degree  of  crime  and  discon- 
tent were  engendered;  and  when 
that  was  the  case,  great  expense 
mwst  be  incurred  in  the  prosecution 
and  punishment  of  offenders.  He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Huskisson)  would  pay  some 
attention  to  this  petition.  The 
populaticin  of  the  country,  whe- 
ther agricultural  or  manufacturing, 
should^  he  thought,  be  protected  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  effects 
of  machinery,  since  it  was  that  po- 
pulation by  whom  the  taxes  were 
paid. 

Mr.  G»  Philips  instanced  the 
fact»  that  the  wages  of  the  artisan 
were  more  libeial  where  machi- 
nery was  used,  than  where  it  was 
not  used,  as  a  proof  that  its  in- 
troduction was  not  hurtful  to  the 
weaver. 

Mr*  Ricardo  said,  his  propoai* 
tion  was,  not  that  the  use  of  ma- 
chinery was  prejudicial  Ui  persons 
employed  in  one  particular  manu- 
faQture,  but  to  the  working  classes 


generally.  It  was  the  means  of 
throwing  additional  labour  into  the 
market,  and  thus  the  demand  for 
labour,  generally,  was  diminished. 
— The  petition  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MaxixU  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  a  similar  nature  from  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Middlesex  and 
Surrey.  He  observed,  that  if 
wages  were  higher,  the  working 
classes  would  be  able  to  consume  a 
greater  quantity  of  produce  of  eveiy 
kind ;  and  tbey  must  all  acknow- 
ledge^ that  to  devise  a  mode  by 
which  the  consumption  of  produce 
would  be  extended,  was  a  great 
desideratum.  As  the  bouse  seemed 
averse  from  hearing  any  thing  on 
the  subject  of  a  minimum  of  wages, 
he  should  merely  move  that  the 
petition  be  brought  up  and  printed. 
The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  bejpnnted. 

ilfr.  Kennedy  moved  for  copies 
of  a  correspondence  with  the  Pos^ 
masters-General,  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  steam-packeta  be- 
tween Port^Patrick  and  Donagha- 
dee. — Ordered. 

He  also  moved,  "  That  it  be  an 
instruction  to  the  Port-Patrick  har- 
bour committee,  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  establishing  steam- 
packets  between  Port-Patrick  and 
Donaghadee." — Ordered. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  for  an  ac* 
count  of  the  quantity  of  barilla  im- 
ported mto  this  country,  in  each 
year,  from  1810  to  1823  ;  and 
also  an  account  of  the  quantity 
taken  out  of  bond,  in  each  year, 
for  the  same  period. — Ordered. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume,  an 
account  was  ordered  of  the  annual 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the 
board  of  trustees  in  Scotland,  dur- 
ing the  last  ten  years.  Also,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Marquis 
Wellesley 
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Wellesl^,    respecting  a  loan    to 
Messrs.  No\vl«n  and  Sbaw. 

Mr.  Hume  then  gftve  notice, 
that  on  Tu^day  next  he  wouM 
move  for  a  copy  of  the  special  jury 
panel  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer; 
and  on  the  same  day  he  would 
IB0V6  for  the  appointment  of  t 
adect  committee,  to  consider  the 
laws  wbicik  prohibit  artisans  fnom 
leaving  thifi  country. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scartett, 
the  Lancaster  county  court  bill 
went  through  a  committee  :  the 
report*  was  received,  and  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  farther  considera- 
tion on  Wednesday  next. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  remained, 
that  there  were  twenty-six  orders 
of  the  day  on  the  paper,  and  com- 
plained that  one  of  them  respecting 
Scotland  (the  sheriffs'  court  hill) 
stood  for  a  third  reding,  without 
having  been  yet  discussed.  He 
ho]ied  that  it  would  be  brought  on 
at  such  an  hour  as  to  admit  time 
for  ileliberation. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland 
said  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  bill  at  this  moment,  if 
other  honourable  gentlemen  would 
yield  to  him  precedence. 

Mr.  Huskisson  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  committee  upon 
the  reciprocity  of  duties*  bill. 

Mr,  Robertson  said,  that  he 
feared  the  effect  of  this  bill 
would  be  to  take  away  the  last 
safeguard  of  their  naval  superiority. 
He  knew  no  more  efficacious  way 
of  preserving  that  maritime  pre- 
eminence, than  by  levying  a  higher 
duty  on  the  ships  of  those  coun- 
tries which  could  build  them 
cheaper  than  the  British.-  America 
could  build  much  cheaper  tban 
they  could*;  and  France  and  Por-^ 
tugal  were  also  advantageously 
placed,    in  thei  same  comparison. 


He  did  not  mean  to  oppose  this 
committee  ;  but  when  they  went 
into  it,  he  only  implored  them  to 
conijider  seriously  the  state  of  the 
maritime  interests  of  Great  Br|^ 
^in,  with  a  view,  if  not  to  their 
promotion,  at  least  to  their  pro- 
tection. Nothing*  afforded  him 
greater  pleasure  than  to  have  heard 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (the 
Earl  of  Uverpool),  at  a  meeting  of 
ship-owners,  in  the  city  of  London, 
state  that  it  was  not  Her  insular 
situation  which  alone  afforded  se- 
curity to  Great  Britain  from  fot- 
reign  invasion,  for  that  had  been 
fouhd  defenceless  at  several  pe- 
riods of  her  earlier  history ;  but 
that  it  was  to  the  principle  of  her 
navigation  laws  she  was  indebted 
for  security.  The  hduse  oughts 
therefore,  to  pause  'before  they 
equalized  the  international  duties, 
which  would  deprive  them  of  their 
present  superior  maritime  advan- 
tages.   

Mr.  Huskisson  regretted  that 
any  discussion  was  excited  upon 
the  bill  at  this  moment,  and,  lest 
it  should  be  prolonged,  he  would 
consent  to  postpone  the  committee 
until  next  Monday.  ' 

Mr.  Cakraft  said,  that  with  re^ 
ference  to  one  of  the  dropped  orders, 
his  notice  of  motion  for  the  re()eal 
of  the  leather  tax,  he  saw  no 
chance,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
business  of  the  ho'  se,  of  reviving 
it  in  the  course  of  the  present  ses- 
sion. He  must,  therefore,  content 
himself  with  giving  notice,  that 
unless  between  this  and  the  hext 
session,  a  great  altemtion  was  made 
in  the  mode  of  collecting  this  tax, 
or  unless  it  was  repealed  altoge- 
ther, he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  bring  the  Subject  eaily'  before 
the  house. 

Mt\  IVestern  poslponed  his  mo- 
Q  tion, 
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tioii,  wb«rli  stfNid  for  nejdTliurs* 
day,  UDiil  tbe  lllh  of  June  ;  nod 
until  tiie  eaiue  day  be  neant  to 
•defer  bb  motion  respecting  the 
qualification  of  jurors,  lie  boped 
his  hon.  friend  behind  him  would 
give  him  precedence  on  that  day* 

Mr.  Hume  consented  to  give 
preoedance,  and  would  therefore 
postpone  bis  motion  on  the  inex- 
pediency of  punishment  ftir  ex- 
pressing opinions  against  religion, 
fjDtaa  the  11th  l»)  the  I9th  of  June. 

Mr.  Bankes  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committer  upon  tbe 
standing  order,  which  required  a 
reference  to  a  select  committee 
previous  to  Che  introduction  of  any 
new  measure  on  the  subject  of  trade. 
The  report  recomnieDded  the  re- 
peal of  that  standing  order. 

Sergetmi  OntUm  said,  that  be 
had  hitroduced  tbe  standing  order 
alluded  to,  in  consequence  of  a  si- 
milar regulatiou  having  been  made 
in  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  Calcraft  would  yield  to  the 
recommendation  of  tbe  committee, 
although  he  thought  such  a  stand- 
ing order  might  often  prove  most 
salutary,  in  preventing  the  hasty 
introduction  of  most  mischievous 
bills. 

In  pursuance  of  tbe  recommen- 
dation of  tbe  committee,  tbe  stand- 
ing order  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  Gmdbitm  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  bouse  resolving 
itself  into  a  committee  upon  tbe 
commutation  of  tithes  bill. 

Str  John  NickoU  rose  to  enter 
his  protest  against  tbe  principle  of 
this  bill  being  considered  as  in  any 
sense  applicable  to  tithe  property 
in  England.  »  lie  was  aware  that 
from  a  variety  of  causes  there  was 
a  distinction  to  be  drawn  lie  twee  u 
tithes  in  Ireland  and  in  this  coun- 
tiy.     In  tbe  former  a  considerable 


portion  of  the  tithes  formed  laj 
property.  He  knew  tliat  at  var 
rious  times  enli^tened  men  pro- 
posed certain  modifications  of  tbe 
tithe  system  in  England,  wbicli 
tbey  were  afterwards  obliged  te 
abandon,  upon  finding  that  tbey 
were  utterly  impracticaU^*  U^ 
repeated,  that  the  state  of  Ireland 
rendered  a  measure  upon  tbe  platt 
of  this  bill  necessary;  but  grea^ 
care  should  be  taken  to  express  in 
Uus  preamble,  that  the  measure 
was  solely  applicable  to  Ireland, 
and  in  no  respect  to  England.  The 
situation  of  tbe  two  parts  of  tbe 
kingdom  respecting  tithes  was  not 
at  all  parallel,  but  rather  a  con- 
trast. He  bad  beard  objections 
started  to  some  of  tbe  contempla- 
ted arrangements;  but  these  could 
be  better  disoussed  in  the  commit- 
tee. There  were  two  principlies 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  gpiard* 
ed  in  tbe  proposed  bill.  One  was 
that  the  substitute  for  tithes  in 
kind  should  be  fairly  and  adequately 
computed ;  he  did  not  mean  that 
it  should  be  fixed  at  the  highest 
penny  of  the  tithe,  but  upon  a  lair 
estimate  between  all  parties.  The 
other  principle  was,  that  the  com- 
position should  keep  pace  with  the 
prices  of  the  times. 

The  bouse  then  resolved  itself 
into  the  committee. 

Mrm  Gouibum  moved  that  tbe 
preamble  be  postponed ;  and  b^ 
took  tbe  opportunity  of  assuring 
the  bon.  and  learned  gentlemao 
who  bad  just  spoken,  that  care 
should  be  taken  to  set  forth  that 
tbe  principle  of  the  regulation  was 
exclusively  applicable  to  tbe  state 
of  Ireland. 

Several  of  the  resolutions  were 
.read  in  succession,  and  received 
some  verbal  amendments. 

After  some  farther  conversation 

the 
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tiid  chaimaan  was  ordered  to  re- 
port progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  D.  Browne  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  joint-tenancy 
U\\. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  C. 
HuickbuoHi  this  measure,   which 


he  deemed  objectionable,  was  de- 
ferred until  Monday  next. 

The  English  Catholic  relief  till 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  read,  and  the  house  ad* 
joumed. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Scotch  EnttdU. — Scotch  Represeniation. — Marriage  Act  Amendmeni* — 
Irish  Joint  Tamncy.'^Mr.  M,  BortkwicL — Adjtutmtut  ofContraqti* 
— Scotch  Transference  of  Securities  BilL — Law  of  Settlement.-^  B(araH 
(yGradjf. — Court  of  Chanctry, — Salt  of  Game. — London  Bridge  Ad^ 
vanceML — Reciprocity  Duties  BiU^-r^'lrishTitke  Commutation  BUL^ 
Scotch  and  Irish  Distillery  Bill.—Spitalfields'  Silk  Act.-^Leeward  Iff 
land  4i  Per  Cent.-- Expense  of  Coronation.-^Civil  Ust.-^Cash  Fay- 
ments. — Dissenters'  Marriage  Bill. — Brimstone  Duties  Drawback.-'^ 
English  Juries. — Assessed  Taxes  Composition. — Prison  Laws  ConsoUda* 
tion. — Beer  BiU. — Usury  Laws. — BurmngofWidofws  in  India.-State 
of  Ireland. — Radical  Reform. — Navy  Promotion. — Scotch  Juries. — 
Scotch  Commissioners. — Supply. — Irish  Insurrection  Act. — Lord  lAeu* 
tenant  of  Ireland.-^  Capital  Punishment. — House  of  Lords  Appeilatc 
Jurisdietiam.^-' Administration  of  Justice  in  Ireland. — Merchants  BM* 
-^Criminai  Laws.  -^Sundry  Petitions^  Ij^c.  Sfc, 


JJOl/SE  of  Lords,  .June  «.— A 
person  from  the  office  of  the 
commissioners  fbr  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt,  presented  an  ac* 
count  of  the  unredeemed  debt  for 
the  year  ended  5tb  April,  \%%Z. 

Lord  Dudley  and  Ward  took  the 
oaths  and  his  seat,  on  his  accession 
to  the  title. 

Lord  Stanley  and  otber  mem- 
bers brought  up  a  message  from 
tlie  House  of  Commons,  request- 
ing the  attendance  of  the  Eaii  of 
Cbkhester  before  the  committee 
OQ  the  claim  preferred  by  Mr.- 
M'Adam. 

The  Earl  of  Chichester  being  in 


the  house  expressed  bis  i^sadineflV; 
to  attend,  and  the  same  was  coda- 
municated  to  the  Commons. 

.A  message  from  the  Commons, 
also  communicated  that  the  house 
had  granted  permission  to  Sir 
George  Clerk  and  Mr.  Davies  Gil- 
bert to  attend  their  lordships'  com* 
mittee  on  the  weights  and  measui:e» 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  pre- 
sented three  petitions  from  indivi- 
duals against  the  Irish  grand  jury 
presentment  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Darlington  pc^ 
sen  ted  a  petition  frqm  Charles  Pitt, 
of  Adam*street,  Adelphi,  against 
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the  27th  and  .£8tb  sfictions  of  the 
muiriage  amcadmeiit  billi  and  sug«- 
gestitig  an  additiudal  clause. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  objected 
to  the  petition  being  .r<eceived«  as 
iaconsistent  with  their  lordships' 
regulation  not  to  receive  a  petition 
from  any  individual  except  it  com- 
plained of  a  specific  grievance. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl 
oJ[  Darlington f  the  petition  was  re- 
jected. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen^  the  Scotch  entails'  bill 
was  read  the  second  time/and  or- 
dei:ed  to  be  committed  on  Monday 
se'niiight;  after  which  bis*  lord- 
ship proposed  that  it  should  stand 
over,  in  order  that  it  might  iiave 
the  fidlest  consideration  in  the 
quaHer  which  its  provisions  would 
m^st  materially  affect.  ^ 
>  The  Marqttis^)of  LoAsdown  pre- 
sentedm  petition  from  John  Clarke, 
fl(f  Shiplon^  in  Yorkshire,  complain- 
trig  of  having  been  committed  to 
hard  labour  in  the  tread- mill  of  the 
prison  ac  Northallerton,  and  de- 
tidiied  one  year  and  forty-four 
w^ksr  for  want  of  sitreiies  in  arti- 
cles of  the  peace  exhibited  against 
him  by  his  wife.  His  lordship  said 
fboogh  he  knew  there  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trates to  commit  to  hard  labour 
before  conviction,  yet  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  that  in  the 
present  instance,  if  not  illegal,  it 
WES  highly  inexpedient  to  have 
(Committed  the  individual  to  hard 
labour,  and  more  particularly  to 
that  species  of  hard  labour.  Of 
the 'necessity  of  preserving  the  dis- 
tinction between  prisoners  commit- 
ted and  prisoners  convicted,  there 
was  no  difference  of  opinion  m  any 
quarter.  His  lordship  also  pre- 
sented a  petition  from   the  inha- 


bitants of  Whitby,  praying  the 
house  to  take  measures  for  the  gra^ 
dual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  co- 
lonies.-?—Adjourned.    *     • 

HouM  of  Commons f  June  18. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
any  alteration  in  the  Sfntalfields* 
laws-^against  the  slave  trade— 
for  an  improvement  in  the  line  of 
communication  between  Portpa- 
trick  and  Donaghadee — from  Ben- 
jamin Wingrove,  praying  that  his 
merit  as  an  improver  of  roads 
should  be  referred  to  Mr.  M 'Adam's 
.'committee — from  Thomas  Joplin, 
praying  that  certain  regulations 
might  be  laid  upon  baidcers  to  pre- 
vent a  fluctuation  in  the  circulating 
medium— against  any  alteration 
in  the  Scotch  linen  laws— -against 
the  coal-meting  system  of  London 
and  Surrey. 

Sir  T.  Lethbridge  begged  to  state 
th^at  at  the  suggestion  of  many  able 
friends  of  the  agricultural  interests 
of  the^  country,  he  was  ready  to 
withdraw'his  motion,  which  stood 
for  Thursday  next,  on  the  state  of 
agricultural  distress.  '  He  was  most 
happy  to  notice  the  contrast  of  cir- 
cumstances between  this  time,  when 
he  abandoned  his  motion,  and  that 
when  he  gave  notice  of  it.  ^l\ 
state  of  things  now  afforded  fafm' 
a  hope  of  a  great  alleviation,  if  not 
the  entire  extinction  of  that  melan- 
choly state  of  distress  which  had 
so  recently  involved  a  large  body 
of  those  engaged  in  the  agriculture 
of  the  country. 

After  a  remark  from  Lord 
Folkestone,  the  notice  of  m6tion  was 
accordingly  withdrawn.  • 

Lord  EhringUm  rose  to 'present 
the  petition  of  the  freeli^lders  and 
others  of  the  county  of  Devon,' 
praying  for  a  reform  in  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Parliament.  He 
was  aware  that  aft*r  the  lait  deci- 
sion 
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sm  of  the  house -on  the  sabject  o( 
r«€»rai,  it  mighl  ht  said  this  peti^ 
tioii  was  unnecessary ;  but  he  must 
be  ^rmiited  to  reply,  that  the  de- 
cision to  which  he  referred,  so  far 
from  satisfying  the  people  that  re- 
form was  unnecessary,  had  only 
more  etrougly  convinced  them  of 
its  urgency.  A  requisition  had 
been  originally  transmitted  to  the 
sheriff  of  Devon  to  convene  this 
meeting ;  bvt  upon  his  refusal,  the 
eounty  was  convened  by  the  ma- 
gistracy, and  he  had  the  honour 
of  presiding.  He  had  to  inform 
the  house,  that  this  petition  was 
not  only  unanimously  agreed  to  at 
the  meeting,  but  that  also  it  was 
signed,  and  next  the  signature  was 
the  address  and  description  of  the 
subscriber,  by  5161  freeholders, 
leasehotders^and  copyholders  of  the 
county.  4000  of  the  number  were 
actual  freeholders,  a  greater  num- 
ber than  had  ever  polled  at  an^ 
of  their  county  elections.  He  w^s 
authorized  to  add,  that  many  more 
residents  of  the  coiinty  would  have 
sigiied  it,  had  they  not  thought  it 
useless  to  press- this  question  upon 
the  attentionH>f  the  house.  He  then 
moved  that  the  petition  be  brought 
«p,  and  laid  oh  the  table. 

Mr.  Newman  stated  that  he 
ivte*  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
cottld  -add  his  testimony  of  the 
fact  of  its  unanimity  and  respecta- 
bBity. 

Mr.  Trtfmnfne  remarked,  that 
lie  hkd  passed  through  the  town 
during  the  ineetiiig,  and  certainly 
did:  net  witness  the  manifestation 
of  se^  which  the  petition  imported. 
As  Uie' noble  'lord  said  that  4-5th8 
of  the*  petitioners  were  freeholders, 
he^^ would  not  dissent  from  that 
description  of  the  parties,  although 
i« 'Was  one  which'  otherwise  he 
should  have  doubted.  " 


Sir  F.  Otnmanney  thought  that 
the  petition  ought  not  to  be  laid  oh 
the  table.  With  respect  to  thte 
alleged  sufferings  of  the  petitioneiis 
during  the  war,  the  house  need  ncrt 
be  told  of  the  benefits  they  derived 
from  the  maritime  expenditure  at 
Torbay,  Exeter,  and  other  parts  oi 
Devonshire. 

Mr,  P.  Moore  asked-  whether 
either  of  the  hon.  members  who 
spoke  last  could  contradict  the 
strong  f&cls  asserted  in  the  petition 
respect'mg  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
form in  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament? 

Lord  Ebrington  thought  it  na- 
tural for  the  hon.  baronet  opposite 
(Sir  F.  Ommanney)  not  to'  feel  any 
strong  relish  for  popuhtr  opinion, 
still  less  to  be  anf  advocate  for  par- 
liamentary reform.  But  whatever 
wa^  the  hon.  baronet's  opinion,  he 
was  convtncM  the  house  Would  ifot 
for  a  moment  so  far  forget  its  duty 
as  to  attend  to  his  extraordinary 
proposition  for  rejecting  the  peti- 
tion. It  i^as  ccrmpetent  for  the 
)ionourable  baronet  lo  try  the  fate 
of  bis  reconrniendation  by  pressing 
his  view  of  the  subject  to  a  divi- 
sion. '  The  other  hon.  me  in  be  kr 
(Mr.  Tremayne)  had  remarked 
that  he  saw  no  appearance  of 
bustle  as  he  casually  passed  through 
the  town  on  the  day  of  the  meeting. 
The- reason  was  obvious:  the  people 
Were  all  unanimous,  and  therefore 
the  absence  of  any  collision  of  sen- 
timent prevented  any  appearance  of 
bttstte  or  drstorbance.  With  re- 
spect to  the  si^atnres,  when  the 
petition  was  pnnted,  a^  he  trtisted 
it  would,  it"  would  be  open'  to,  any 
lionoiirable  menhlbj^r*  tb  dsceftain 
the  correctness  6f  the  annexed  de^- 
scriptions  and  •  ulddre^^^  of  the 
subscttbers  ;  but'  he  haid  what  bfe 
beheved  to  ht  tU^  best  inflirhiation 
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in  favour  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
petition  in  all  its  parts,  and  be  was 
desired  to  say  that  3370  of  these 
|)etitioners  had  polled  at  the  last 
county  election. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
hie,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with 
the  single  negative  of  Sir  F»  Om" 
manney. 

Lord  A.  Hamiiion  roee  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
state  of  the  representation  of  the 
counties  in  Scotland.  lie  was  not 
aware  that  any  alteration  in  the 
representation  of  that  country 
would  be  for  his  individual  advan- 
tage; but  he  looked  beyond  that, 
and  took  the  question  up  as  one 
which  was  likely  to  benefit  the 
public.  He  wished  to  call  the  par^ 
ticular  attention  of  the  right  hoiu 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Canning) 
to  this  important  question.  1 1  was, 
as  far  as  he  (Lord  A.  Hamilton) 
knew,  one  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  never  touched — a 
species  of  reform  with  which  he 
had  not  grappled*  It  was  quite 
different  in  its  nature  from  that  of 
any  question  of  reform  in  England. 
The  representation  of  Scotland,  so 
far  from  being  similar,  was  a  direct 
contrast  to  that  of  England.  In 
England  representation  was  founded 
upon  property  and  population. — 
Neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
formed  necessarily  the  basis  of  the 
elective  franchise  in  Scotlaod.  Ip 
the  Scotch  counties,  r^pretentation 
was  not  founded  on  property  ;  in  the 
Scotch  burghs  it  was  not  founded 
on  population*  Property  was  ex- 
cluded in  the  counties,  and  popu- 
lation in  the  burghs;  for  no  ex- 
tent of  land,  no  possession  of  pro- 
perty, necenarily  coDSarrtd  a  right 
of  voting  in  that  country.  In  Eng- 
land, the  object  of  all  the  laws  on 
the  subject  of  representation,  was 


to  correct  the 
crept  in,  and  to  enforce  the  rights 
of  electors;  but  he  would  sho«r, 
that  the  defects  of  the  system  in 
Scotland  did  not  rest  in  the  aboaea 
of  the  law,  but  in  the  very  nalitfe 
«f  the  law  itself.  On  this  subject, 
he  would  read  to  the  house  the 
opinion  of  a  very  grave  authority 
on  tliis  subject — thai  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Thurlow,  who,  ia 
speaking  of  the  state  of  the  repre- 
sentation in  Scotland,  said,  that 
the  evil  was  fundamental,  and  such 
as  the  legislature  alone  could  re«> 
medy.  The  noble  lord  then  read 
the  exUart,  in  which  Lord  Thor^ 
low  declared,  that  such  was  the 
state  oi  the  representation  in  that 
country,  that  the  right  of  ekctioo 
might  be  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  had  no  earthly  stake  in  the 
country.  This  opinion  he  (Lord  A* 
Hamilton)  inteodiHl  to  make  the 
ground  of  Bome  of  his.  resolutions. 
To  those  who  were  not  coaver* 
sant  in  Scotch  laws  and  custoasa, 
it  WHS  difficult  to  give  a  clear  idea 
of  what  really  constituted  the  right 
of  a  veto  at  an  election  for  a  mem* 
her  of  }Nirliameut.  U  rested,  as  be 
had  said,  not  upun  property  or 
popuUtion,  but  on  tbe  possession 
of  a  piece  of  parchment,  which 
conferred  no  raidt,  and  little  or  no 
property  on  its  holder;  for  the 
property  to  which  he  might  have 
claim  by  it  nugbt  not  exceed  the 
value  of  one  penny.  It  might,  in 
some  respect,  be  compared  to  the 
copyhold  system  in  £n^Bnd«  If 
a  lord  of  a  manor  has  forty  per- 
sons paying  him  one  shilling  each 
per  year,  he  would  thereby  be 
a  forty-shilling  freeholder,  and 
would,  by  his  qualification  as  a 
voter,  be  supposed  to  represent  that 
sum  of  property.  But  if  each  and 
every   one  of  thoee  persons  who 
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p«diheftbiUiiigl»ei?9  worth  1,000/., 
Mi4  still  p«td  Qoly  tbe  shillings 
tliere  stili  would  be  only  tbe  40«. 
re^feaenied  by  him.  Such  a  case 
s»  this  rarely  occurred  in  England, 
bat  it  was  tbe  general  case  in  Scot- 
land. This  waa.  clear  from  the 
rolls  of  the  freeholders  in  that 
couatry.  He  had  moved  in  1820^ 
for  a  return  of  the  number  of  vo- 
ters in  Scodaad,  which  was  laid 
lefaru  the  house.  From  that  re- 
tm  ii  appeared,  that  tbe  entire 
uamber  of  voters  in  tbe  country 
waa  less  than  3000-— he  believed 
2899«  Now,  whan  the  house 
beard  tb«t  out  of  such  a  popular 
U9n  as  that  of  ScotUnd,  there 
were  so  few  voters,  he  thoiight  it 
weuM  be  sufficient  to  induce  them 
to  grant  all  he  as|ced :  which  was, 
to  consider  the  state  of  the  repre- 
senlaliua  of  that  country,  with  a 
vi^w  to  remedy  its  evils.  He  bad 
stated  that  the  number  of  voters 
was  only  ^889;  but  in  &ct  it 
should  be  taken  at  somewhat  less, 
befcause  many  names  (of  persona 
having  votes,  in  peverid  counties) 
occurred  frequently*  As  one  Uh. 
stdoce,  be  might  be  allowed  to 
mentioa  bis  own  case.  He  had 
the  right  to  vote  in  five  counties 
ifk  Scotland^  in  not  one  of  which 
did  he  possaui  an  acre  of  land; 
ac4  be  bad  no  doubt,  that  if  he 
t^«k  the  trouble^  he. might  have  a 
i[otm  6^  every  <;oanty  in  that  king- 
4cp>.  la  som^  counties  two  per-* 
spfi^.  were  oamiei)  in  each  register 
of  a  vo|e  by  what  wan  terme4 
^Jiar  fkoA  Uf^  reajb,"  and  of  these 
iffKiffiQb  had.ii  i^t  of  voting  ia; 
ttie^beeace  of  tha  g^ber^  In  som<) 
Conatifs  ithey  voted  .alternately. 
^lom  such  a  sn^all  aggregate  of 
YMtecs  as  he  had  motioned  ftus  the 
mhfiie  country,  tbe  number  in  each 
GfMialy  Gould  be  bu^  sn^.      In  uo 


county  did  the  number  of  voters 
exceed  240,  and  in  one  it  was  as 
bw  as  nine.  He  begged  here  to 
be  distinctly  understood.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  possession 
of  property  did  not  give  a  vote 
All  he  meant  to  state  was,  that  no 
extent  of  property,  however  greats 
necessarily  conferred  the  right  of 
voting,  unless  it  was  accompanied 
with  what  was  termed  ''  a  supe* 
riority"  of  land.  JUut  this  supe- 
riority might  be  possessed  without 
any  property  whatever.  He  now 
came  to  show  what  was  the  kind 
of  control  of  tbe  constituents  over 
the  representative.  In  the  county 
which  he  represented  (Lanarkshire) 
tlie  number  of  voters,  from  supe- 
riority and  property,  was  66— the 
number  from  superiority  alone  was 
95.  So  that  the  9.5  without  any 
property  could  return  whom  they 
pleased  to  select,  and  the  persons 
who  really  held  the  pn>pefty  of  the 
county  could  not  prevent  it.  Was 
this,  he  would  ask,  a  state  of  ^iogs 
which  ought  to  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue? In  his  county  there  were 
154  commissioners  of  supply,  who 
were,,  in  fact,  called  to  do  thf  whole 
business  of  the  county,  except  at 
elections,  and  of  these  not  one  faadl 
a  right  to  vote.  In  another  county 
the  number  of  voters  from  pro- 
perty and  superiority  were  100 ; 
those  from  superiority  alone,  6J4 
Ther^  were.  54  commisbioners  of 
supply  who  had  no  vote.  In  £ng« 
lafid  the  defects  of  the  borough  re-, 
pixsentation  were  said  to  be  cor-* 
rected  by  the  repreisenfatipn  of  the 
counties;  but  in  Scotland  the  re- 
presentation of  counties  served  only 
to  aggravate  the  evil.  In  the 
counties,  as  he  bad  shown,  the  re- 
presentation might  be  quite  distinct 
from  property ;  and  in  the  boroughs 
bow  could  the  evil  be   reoiedied, 
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where  fourteen  or  fifteen  self-elected 
persons  retnrned  a  member  of  Par- 
liament? Again,  what  was  the 
result  of  this  system,  whfn  the 
conduct  of  Scotch  members  was 
canvassed  and  commented  upon  in 
that  country  ?  Why,  it  was  made 
an  objection  to  many  of  them,  that 
they  were  not  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  but  merely  the  re* 
presentatives  of  the  few  who  re- 
turned them  to  parliament.  This 
was  the  case  in  the  instance  of  his 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Hume),  whose 
conduct  was  severely  commented 
upon  in  Scotland  in  certain  papers 
which  circulated^  there  under  high 
authority  al)out  two  years  ago.  It 
was  there  objected  to  his  honour- 
ble  friend,  who  was  called  the 
member  for  Aberdeen,  but  who,  it 
was  known,  had  not  the  support  of 
Aberdeen,  that  he  was  not  the  re- 
presentative of  the  people,  and  did 
not  speak  their  sentiment8>--tbat 
he  was  chosen  by  a  very  few.  In 
fact,  the  same  objection  might  be 
itiade  to  almost  every  election  in 
Scotland.  So  much  for  the  free- 
holders. He  would  now  come  to 
the  application  of  the  principle  of 
representation  to  the  population. 
In  the  counties  the  proportion  of 
electors  to  the  population  was  one 
in  625 ;  in  the  burghs  it  was  one 
in  7000,  and  upwards.  Was  this, 
he  would  ask  the  house,  a  state  of 
things  which  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  ?  Was  it  what  could  be 
called  a  full  and  fair  representa- 
tion of  the  people  ?  He  would  not 
trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
house,  by  entering  into  the  minute 
detail  which  the  subject  afforded. 
He  Would  confine  himself  to  thtf 
statement  of  a  few  circumstances 
which  occurred  in  the  late  codtest 
for  the  representation  of  the  county 
of  Lanark,  by  which  a  judgment 


might  be  formed  of  tliesystnD,  as 
well  as  if  he  entered  into  it  more 
at  length.  About  two  years  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  late  parlia* 
ment,  Admiral  Cochrane  published 
an  advertisement,  stating  that  on 
the  next  vacancy  he  should  offer 
himself  for  the  county  of  Lanark : 
at  thkt  time  he  was  wholly  di&» 
qualified,  for  he  was  not  a  free- 
header,  and  the^'aw  of 'Scotland  re- 
quired that  a  candidate  should  he  a 
freeholder  for  a  year  and  a  day. 
The  object  of  his  partisans  iroto 
that  moment  was,  to  make  a  num- 
ber of  paper  ^tes,  to  counteract 
the  majority  that  had  expressed 
itself  in  his  (Lord  A.  Hamilton's) 
favour.  He  accumulated  a  num- 
ber of  technical  superiorities  whbllj 
unconnected  with  property.  The 
contest, in  fact,  was  merely  betweei^ 
the  goveinment  on  the  one  hand, 
and  himself  on  the  other.  To 
place  the  matter  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  of  view,  he  would 
state  what  he  (Lord  A.  Hamilton) 
did.  He  endeavoured,  on  his  partv 
to  obtain  as  many  superiorities  as 
he  couM  buy,  and  these  he  divided 
into  as  small  portions  as  would 
qualify  a  voter,  taking  care  that 
they  should  not  exceed  a  single 
penny  either  way,  being  400/. 
Scotch.  His  next  business  was  to 
find  persons  to  hold  them^  and 
here  he  must  observe  a  little  mys- 
tery; upon  all  the  rest  of  the  case 
he  would  be  perfectly  open,  but  he 
could  not  inform  the  house  how  he 
obtained  those  persons ;  that  was 
a  secret,  and  must  remain  so*  If 
it  were  necessary,  he  afaeuld  resort 
to  the  same  course  -at  the  next 
election.  No  doubt,  the  noble  lord 
opposite  (the  Lord  Advocate)  had 
adopted  the 'same  expedients,  or 
better,  for  no  man  could  doubt  his 
skill  and  knowledge  in  these  mat- 
ters. 
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ten*  It  was  worth  notice,  bow^* 
ever,  that  his  (Lord  A.Uamiltofi'sy 
law  agents  in  Scotland  seeined  td- 
have  had  a  peooliar  giiit  of  know- 
ing from  their  physiognomy  What 
persons  might  or  mi^ht  not  be 
trusted  With  superiorities,  and  he 
did  not  bekeve  that  in  a  single  in- 
stance they  bad  voted  against  him. 
The  details  of  a  Scotch  election 
were  somewhat  am^iofg,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Canning)  would  favour 
the  bouse  with  his  opinion  upoii 
them,  and  not  deal  merely  in  high- 
flown  generalities.  Having  taken 
legal  advice,  he  (Lord  A.  Hamil^ 
ton)  advertised  for  persons  to  whom 
be  might  intrust  the  superiorities 
he  bad  bought ;  and  here  he  beg* 
ged  to  read  the  questions  that  were 
pat  to  voters  at  Scotch  elections. 
He  had  collected  thetti  from  public 
agents  on  huch  occasions.  The 
first  was — ^*  Did  you  apply  for 
jour  freehold  qualification?"  Next 
"  Was  application  made  to  you  to 
areept  of  the  sind  freehold  qUaH<» 
fieation,  arid  by  whom  V*  :  Sdly, 
"Did  you  pay  any  price  for  the 
qualification,  and  what  was  it?^ 
4thly,  '*  Was  the  expense  of 
making  up  your  titles  paid  by  yba, 
or  by  whom?"  *5thly,  ^*  Did  you 
give  any  ordem  for  making  mi 
your  titles,  thtit  you  might  get 
your  name  enrolled  as  a  <free^ 
holder?"  fitbly,  "  Do  you  derive 
any  pecuniary  emolument  what- 
ever from  your  freehold?*^  7tbly, 
**  Do  yoQ  receive  -the  duties  esta* 
bliahed  by  yoar  titk ;  or  if  not,  by 
whom  Bit  they  received  V*  8thly , 
'*  Do  yba  consider  yourself  bound 
in  honour  to  vote  for  the  caikli- 
date  whom  yon  believe  the  grantor 
favours?"  9^\y,  "Do  yoii  feel 
yourself  bound  in  honour  to  re* 
Doonce  your  right,  if  eonvenient,  to 


the  grantor  ??»  lOthiy,  «  Wo©ld 
you  feel  yourself-  bound  in  honour 
tio  renounce  your  right  rather  tbad 
vote  against  the  candidate' whom 
the  grantor  favours?"  AH  these 
questions  deserved  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  house,  although  be  ad- 
mitted they  would  excite  nothing 
but  ridicule  if  any  body  shbuld  at<^ 
tempt  to  put  theihat  an  English 
election.  He  now  came  to  what 
was  called  the  *' Trust  Oath,"  and 
it  was  in  this  form — "1,  A.  B.^ 
in  the  presence  of  God,  do  de^ 
clare  that  the  land  and  estate  for 
which  I  claim  a  right  to  vote  is 
in  my  possession,  and  is  my  own 
proper  estate,  and  that  the  same 
is  a  tme  and  real  estate  in  iee.^ 
Any  person  unacquainted  with  the 
practice  of  Scotch  elections  would 
Sfuppose  that  a-  trae  and  real  estate 
in  fee  meant  aii  estate  in  land  : 
such  would  be  the  Englisfh  inter- 
pretation of  the;  words :  but  Scotch 
electors  were  told  on  high  legal 
authority,  that  it  meant  only  the 
possesion  of  what  was  called  '*  a 
superiority."  He  would  now  say 
a  few  words  as  to  the  mode  of 
condiicting'  elections;  and  this 
he'Considefed>  if  possible,  m^re  ob- 
jectionable. The  greatest  objec- 
tion to  it  was,  that  it  threw  so 
much  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  Crown,  or  of  those  dependent 
upon  the  Crown— the  sheriffs  of 
counties.  In  the  (if^t  place,  th^ 
sheriff  had  the  right  to  fix  the  day 
of  election;  and  as  the  right  tyf 
voting  depended  upon  poesession  for 
a  year  and  a  day,  it  so  happened  in 
the  case  of  LAnarkshirej  that  a 
great  advantage  was  gi<i^en  by  the 
sheriff  to  Admiral  Cochrane,  who 
had  made  some  twenty  votes,  a  few 
days  earlier  than  about  the  same 
number  of  voters  in  his  (Lord  Ai 
Hamilton's)  interest.  Thus,  his 
voters. 
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votef«»  by  the  act  of  the  sheriff, 
were  excluded.  A  great  part  of 
the  BcieDce  of  the  sheriff  depended 
upon  the  fixing  the  days  of  elec- 
tions ;  so  that  gentlemen  who  bad 
a  right  of  voting  in  various  coun- 
ties should  not  have  the  power  of 
doing  so.  On  the  occasion  to 
which  he  alluded,  this  science  waa 
displayed  much  to  his  discomfiturey 
for  though  he  succeeded,  he  sue-* 
ceed^d  by  a  small,  instead  of  a 
large  majority.  The  Lord  Advo* 
cote,  and  the  hop.  member  for 
Glasgow  (Mr.  A.  Campbell)  must 
know  that  elections  were  often  pro- 
longed by  all  sorts  of  chicanery,  in 
order  that  votes  might  be  ripened* 
If  necessary,  a  vast  deal  ^  time 
was  eccupied  by  the  talking  of  law- 
yers, and  at  the  last  Lanarkshire 
election  it  had  been  determined  in 
consequence,  that  no  lawyer  who 
was  not  a  freeholder  should  be 
heard.  I'here  were,  however, 
bbout  twenty  still  left,  to  talk  just 
as  much  as  they  pleased.  He  re- 
collected  an  instance  atone  Scotch 
election^  where^  it  being  necessary 
to  send  a  messenger  to  Edinburgh^ 
the  lawyers  undertook  to  talk  till 
he  should  come  back,  and  they  did 
it.  It  was  to  be  observed  also^ 
that  the  poll  in  Scotland  admitted 
of  ni>  adjourementf  and  speoes  in 
consequence  were  not  unfreqnently 
witneaeed  highly  discrediti^h)  to 
the  humanity  of  the  age.  He  had 
^en  tutors  brought  in  Utt#r9i'and 
kept  at  the  doors  to  prevent  their 
polling.  The  election  being  over, 
as  a  matter  of  couree^  tweoty«five 
law-8uit9,  rospecting  the  right  of 
voting,  bad  been  started  agaiuet 
him,  and  though  bf)  had  suce^ad^ 
ed,  it  waa  a  great  evil  tha^  th# 
ri^t  of  voting  should  be  involved 
ill  such  difficult  and  ii^sierya  as 
to  re.nd^.  the  report  to  a  ci^ur^  of 
law  necessary.     He  knew  that  spe- 


culations bad  been  entered  into,  aa 
to  whether  this  or  that  president  of 
a  court  was  most  likely  to  be  di- 
vourable  to  government*  Among 
what  were  called  the  fifteen  dd 
judges  of  Scotland,  the  result  of 
a  political  question  might  be  as 
easily  guessed,  aa  the  result  of  a 
debate  in  this  house.  He  agreed^ 
however,  that  considerable  alter* 
ations  in  this  lespect  had  taken 
place  of  late;  but  he  asserted^ 
nevertheless*  that  such  a  political 
bias  existed  in  the  Courts  of  Scot- 
land, that  no  man  would  venuure 
within  their  walla  with  a  question 
of  that  sort.  He  would  undertake 
to  prove  that  inthct  case  of  Mr. 
Boithwick»  where  he  (Lord  A.  U^r 
milton)  was  a  pursuer  against  the 
Beacon  newspaper,  that  political 
bias  had  bnen  in  operation.  He 
would  stake  bis  character  and  n-? 
INHtation  upon  tbe  ^t,  that  witli 
eight  men  out  of  ten  that  political 
bia$  operated  againat  him.  After 
the  election  for  Lanariishire,  be 
had  been  charged  in  the  petition 
with  gross  and  corrupt  bribery  a 
bat  after  the  law-suits  were  4b  «« 
feated*  that  accusation  waa  with*: 
drawn.  He  should  be  glad  to  know 
why  this  odious  system  waa  to  ha 
continued.  What  had  long  been 
the  character  of  Sootchmen  in  tbe 
eye  of  the  warld,  and  why  wast.the 
word  Scotch  almost  synonymous 
with  the  word  job  t  He  arraigne4 
tbe  bouse  aa  the  cause,  lor  whei^- 
ever  a  diction  had  been,  mfude  (q 
remedy  the  evil,  it  had- been  re- 
sisted. He  now  eame  ta  his  km 
point — the  mathod  by  which  h^ 
would  correct  tb^  obj^tiona  he.  had 
staled.  On  ihk  aul^eot,  he  w%| 
difpo9ed  to  say  very  lit|,)o,  iMHt 
would,  in  dot,  merely  give  thf 
outlines  of  bii  plan^  He  first  laid 
i(  dnwn  99 .«  pq^ifMlBt  ti^i  be^Hi^l^ 
destroy  no  existmg  right,  but  he 

would 
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wodd  add  others  which  did  not 
«xbL  He  would  introduce  some 
quMtion  between  propertie*  and 
soperiorities,  by  making  tbe  vote 
depend  in  some  degree  upon  the  (/o- 
mtHuim  mHU  ;  or  if  thai  were  not 
deemed  qualification  enough,  he 
would  include  also  a  certain  extent 
of  penooal  property.  He  should 
think  that  a  hundred  pounds  Soots, 
or  eight  pounds  English,  would  be 
sufficient.  The  number  of  electors 
would  thus  be  increased,  and  in 
general  his  object  would  be  to  ap^ 
proach  as  nearly  to  the  spirit  of 
the  English  ConsUtutioo  as  was 
prBctica3)le  in  countries  so  diiler«- 
ently  circumstanced.  Tbe  leading 
point  he  wished  to  impress  upon 
the  house  was,  that  whereas  Scotch 
county  elections  ought  to  be  cor- 
rectives of  the  Scotch  burghs, 
they  were  in  fact  nugmenta- 
tions  of  the  evil.  He  could  con^ 
eeive  few  things  oMre  paiolul  than 
lor  a  meipber  to  be  returned  by 
twenty  or  thirty  couocil*men,  while 
tb^e  were  thousands  who,  if  they 
bed  bfMl  a  right  to  vote,  would  have 
opposed  him.  The  present  meal^ 
her  for  Edinburgh  (Sir  G.  Clerk) 
was  returned  by  abowt  thirty  eiec- 
tora,  while  theife  were  80,000  of 
the  population  decidedly  agAinst 
him.  The  situation  of  the  hoo. 
member  lor  Aberdeeo  (Mr*  Hume) 
was  directly  the  reverse.  He  was 
elected  in  spite  of  thirty  councik- 
men,  and  30»O0O  inhabiteqU  of 
Aherdeeo  rejoiced  in  his  retttm. 
His  (Lord  A.  Uatuiltoa's)  object 
was  tbut  the  hoese  should  qqw  only 
pledge  itself  to  take  the. subject 
into  ooesid^fatioa  early  in  the  next 
sesaioii,  isad  for  this  piHrpbsil  he 
had  drawn  up  the  following  resi^ 
lutions,  the  four  first  of  which,  it 
srould  be  seen,  were  merely  doela- 
rptpry:— 


"  ] .  That  it  appeared  by  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  roil  of  freeholders 
of  every  county  in  Soitland,  as  last 
made  up,  laid  before  this  house  in 
July  1820.  that  the  total  number 
of  persfins  having  a  right  lo  vote 
in  all  those  counties  ti»gether  did 
not  exceed  JS889. 

^  2.  That  by  the  same  return  it 
appears  that  the  greatest  number 
of  persons  having  a  right  to  vote 
in  any  one  county  did  not  exceed 
%40t  vis.  for  the  county  of  Fife; 
and  that  the  smallest  number  did 
not  exceed  nine,  viz.  for  the  county 
of  Cnimarty. 

''  3.  That  it  fortber  appears 
from  tbe  same  return,  that  the 
persons  have  a  right  to  vote  in 
sevenil  oountirs,  and  consequently 
that  tbe  total  number  of  voters  for 
all  the  counties  in  Scotland  is  con- 
siderably less  than  2889. 

^^  4.  That  it  farther  appears  to 
this  Imuse,  that  tbe  right  of  voting 
for  a  Scotch'  county  depends,  not 
on  the  possession  of  the  damimum 
M$ik  of  a  real  landed  estate  in  that 
county,  but  on  holding  the  superi« 
ority  over  such  an  estate,  which 
superiority  might  be,  and  frequent- 
ly is,  disjoined  from  the  property, 
yosomuoh  that  of  all  the  persons 
qualified  to  vote  for  a  Scotch  caoAh 
ty#  there  may  not  he  one  who  is 
peesessed  of  a  single  acre  of  land 
within  the  county,  while  the  whole 
of  the  land  may  belong  to,  and  be 
!the  property  of,  persons  who  have 
Aot  a  single  vote  for  tbe  represent 
tative. 

.  ^^  6.  That  tills  house  wiM,  early 
in  the  next  session  of  Parliament, 
take  into  its  most  serious  coasi*- 
dwatioa  the  state  of  represeatation 
of  counties  in  Scotland,  with  a  view 
to  e£fect  some  extension  of  the 
number  of  votes,  and  to  establish 
some  coimexion  between  the  right 
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of  voting  and  the  landed  property 
of  that  country." 

Mr.  Maxtaeli  begged  leave 
shortly  to  second  the  motion,  and 
contended  that  the  people  of'  Scot* 
laod  were  extremely  di&satbfied 
with  the  existing  system,  and 
claimed  of  the  house  that  a  change 
should  be  made.  No  doubt  the 
support  Ministers  received  in  some 
places  was  conscientious,  but  in 
igeneral  their  friends  had  displayed 
crec&ility  rather  than  discretion. 
The  state  of  the  House  of  Com* 
moDs — ^the  feeliiig  of  the  members 
who  composed  it — might  be  read 
in  the  general  conduct  wihich  they 
pursued  towards  the  country.  The 
labouring  classes  were  ground  down 
by  taxation.  The-merest' necessa- 
ries of  life  paid  tribute  to  the  'state. 
The  manufacturer  was  reduced  to 
the  lowest  rate  of  wages  upon 
which  it  was  possible  for  lif^  >  to  be 
maintained  ;  and  he  was  forbidden 
fay  law  to  carry  his  abilities  abroad^ 
«ven  although  he  should  not  be 
able  to  find  a  market  for  them 
at  home.  He  (Mn  Maxwell),  could 
£ardly  helieve  that  any  Scottish 
freeholder  could  look  at  such  a 
state  of  affairs,  and  not  feel  himself 
in  some -degree  responsible  for  it; 
that  he  coiidd  think  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  revenue  was  collected 
in  his  country,  or  of  the  -vice  and 
general  discontent  which  of  late 
years  had  arisen  there,  without  be- 
ing reminded  that  much  of  thtq  evil 
lay  at  his  door,  if  it  was  worth 
while  for  a  country  to  have  a  re- 
presentative system  at  all,  mth  a 
system  ought  to  be  a  substantiid, 
and  not  a  nominal  one';  it  ought  to 
be  a  system  in  which  the  people 
could  place  confidence,  and  not  one 
-upon  which  no  minister  ever  could 
rely,   if  he  brought  forward  any 


meatore  for  the   pcfople^s  benefit. 
The  hon.  gentleman  sac  down  by 
supporting    Lord    A.    Hamilton*^ 
motion. 

Stj^  George  Clerk  and  Mr.  Ken- 
nady  next  spoke ?  in  favour  of  the 
present  mode  of  election,  and 
against  any  alteration. 

Sir  /»  Macintosh  supported  the 
motion. 

Lord  Bitming  oppo8e<i  it,  as  did 
also  the  Lard  ^Advocate.  It  was 
farther  supported  by  Mr.  J*  P. 
Grant,  Lord  Miiton,  anA  Lord 
Glenorchy.     •  ' 

The  bouse  dien  divided  upon  a 
previous  question  as  to  the  noblie 
Lord's  prehminary  resolntiob,  when 
there  appeared,*  for  the  previoms 
qttestion-»l59';  against  it^->117.' 

The  question  was  then  put  on 
the  original  motion. 
-  Lord  Miltdn  took  that  opporta- 
nity  to  express  a  hope  that  these 
resolutions  .  might  be  made  known 
all  over  the  country*  The-  recent 
majority  was  so  small,  that  it 
coald  scaroely  have  been  amiet^ 
poted  by  many  of  the  gentlemen 
^ho  spdke  eacrly  iti  the  debate. 

Sir  /» Sebright  expressed  bis  en*> 
tire  concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

The  original  motion  wwt  the<i 
negatived  without  a  division j 

Mr%  J,  WiUiams  gave  notice^  in 
the  absence  of  the  h'ofioBfttble  ba^- 
ronet,  the  member  f(>r  Westmiti^ 
-ster,  that  on  Thursday,  the  li^th 
inst.,  he  would  sobmfit  certain  -reao- 
^utions  to  the  house,  founded  on 
the  evidence  given  in  the  ebqoiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Sheriff  of 
Dublin. 

Lord  Cranbome  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  tecevid  reading 
■of  the  sale  of  ganfie  bill,  M^ich  whs 
carried  by  S2  against  (50^  •'  • 
'  The  bill  wus  then  read  a  sedbtNl 
•   tithe. 
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thne,  aiid.ditiei8d.<b'becoiinnitted 
tivmorrow.  • 
'  w  The  Dth&r  orders  of  the  day  were 
men  disposed  of,*  and  the  bouse- 
adjourned.    •  • 

Houfe  of  Lords f  June  S,  -— 
Lord  Calthorpe  presented  a  peti- 
tion  irom  certain  individuals  against- 
the  Ely  drainage  bill. 

L»rd  HardzDicke  defended  the 
bill. — ^Tlie  bill  was  afterwards  read 
a  third  dme^  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of 
Commons  requfsted  their  lord- 
ships would  communicate  the  re- 
torn  'Of  the.  number  of  app<'als 
deoided  in  that  house  in  each  ses- 
sid»  since  May  1818. 

^Earl  Gnosvenor  stated,  that  it 
had  been  his  intention  to  have  sub- 
miued'some  measure  to  tllar- lord- 
ships •  on  : th^  subject  of  certain 
offices  in  Scotland,  which,  although 
flsiisciires,  ^  were  connected  with 
others  which  were  not  sinecures : 
he  rooi^  particularly  alluded  to  the 
situation  of  clerk  of  the  Parliament^ 
respecting  which  he  thought  some 
regolation  was  neeessary ;  but 
having  eoiiMnhunicated  -with  the 
noble  earl  (Liverpool)^ he  faftd  eon-- 
ceived  that  the  whole  subject  had 
better  be  submitted  to  a  committee ; ' 
be  (Barl  Groevener)  trusted  that 
the  noble  earl  would  tak«  an  early 
opportunity  of  moving  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee.. 

The    Earl  of    Liverpool   con- 
curred in*  opinion  with  -the   noble 
earl,  that  the  situation -of  clerk  of 
the  Parliament  was  a  proper  one- 
to  be  submitted  to  the  considera* 
tiori  of  a  committee,  as  to'  its  Ai- 
ture  regulation  after  the  existing. 
interests    should     have     expired. 
That  was  the  extent  of  what  hfe' 
had  stated  to  the  noble  earl,  who' 
appeared  to  have  somewhat  mis^ 
apprehended    him   if    he   apphed 


i^hat  he  (Lord  Liverpool)  had  said 
to  other  offices. 

The  Earl  of  Harewood  pre- 
sented two  petitions  from  the 
woollen  manufacturers  of  Leeds 
and  Httddersfield  against  the  duties 
on  foreign  wool,  and  observed  at' 
some  length  on  the  inexpediency 
and  injustice  of  the  duties  in 
question. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that' 
some  years  ago  a  duty  was  laid  on 
foreign  wool,  and  it  was  then  pre- 
dicted that  it  would  not  be  pro- 
dulctive ;  but  the  contrary  was  the 
fact  —  the  duties  had  risen  from' 
250,000/.  to  400,000/.  per  annum. 
This  was  the  state  of  the  question' 
as  it  regarded  revenue;  but*  had' 
any  injury  been  sustained  by  the ' 
woollen  manufacturers  ?  Their 
lordships  would  find  from  th^'  re- 
turns on  the  table  that  the  exporta- 
tion had  increased.  He  admitt4Nl 
that  with  respect  to  some  parts  of' 
Europe  that  was  not  the  case,  bat 
it  was  very  doubtful  whether  that 
could  be  imputed  to  the  operation 
of  this  tax,  or  whether  it  did  not, 
in  fact,  aris^^from  tliose  causes 
which  had  afitcted  the  agriculture 
of  the  rest  of  Europe  as  well  as 
our  own.  The  question  then  stood 
thus^^with  respect  to  revenue,  the 
tax  was  productive  :  as  it  regarded 
manufactures,  it  was  not  injurious. 
As  to  the  justice  of  the  tax,  he 
would  only  say  that  he  would  be 
willing  to  give  up  all  the  advantage' 
of  the  400,000/.  a  year  to  the 
revenue,  provided  the  manufactu- 
rers agreed  to  the  free  exportation 
of  wool ;  but  so  long  as  they  ob- 
jected'to  that,  he 'should  not  fee/l' 
justified  in  givitfg  up  the  other. 
He  thought  this  no  m(tie  than  fair 
as  it  regarded  the  interests  of  agd* ' 
culture.  On  the  question  whtetber 
the  wool  trade  should  be  thrown 
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open  HDd  the  tax  repealed,  or  that 
it  should  remain  as  it  8tood»  be 
would  not  now  enter.  The  manu- 
facturers had  been  fully  acquainted 
with  the  views  of  government,  and 
under  the  present  circumstances  he 
did  not  feel  justified  in  supporting 
the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

Earl  PowU  presented  a  petition 
from  Ludlow,  against  the  insolvent 
debtors'  act. 

Their  lordships  then  went  into 
committee  upon  the  marriage 
amendment  act,  when  the  clauses 
in  succession  were  read,  and,  with 
some  trifling  amendments,  agreed 
to,  until  that  relating  to  the  *'  void- 
ability of  marriages  for  want  of 
consent  of  the  father,  by  suit  to  be 
commenced  within  twelve  months,'* 
was  proposed,  which  was  negatived 
by  ^8  against  22. 

Several  other  clauses  were  then 
proposed  and  agreed  to,  after  which 
the  house  resumed,  the  chairmen 
reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  on  Thursday 
next. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Common*^'  June  3. — 
Sir  Joseph  Yorke  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  Hon.  John  Lindsey, 
the  proprietor  of  a  small  island, 
called  Herne,  off  Guernsey,  in 
which  there  was  some  fine  granite, 
which  he  was  anxious  to  supply 
for  the  building  of  new  London 
bridge,  at  Is.  9d.  per  cubic  foot, 
although  48.  was  the  usual  price. — 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson^ 
accounts  were  ordered  of  the  total 
number  of  ships  built  and  regis- 
tered in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain 
in  the  years  1821,  1822,  and  1828, 
together  with  accounts  of  their 
tonnage,  the  number  of  their  crews, 
and  the  amount  of  their  imports 
and  exports  during  the  same  period. 


On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Curwem^ 
an  account  was  ordered  of  the 
drawback  of  Is.  per  bushel  on 
malt,  allowed  to  the  Scotch  die- 
tillers,  during  last  year. 

Mr.  Wallace  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  on 
foreign  trade,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Alikorp, 
the  County  courts'  bill  went  through 
a  committee,  the  report  was  re» 
ceived,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  farther  consideration  this  day 
se'nnight. 

Mr.  W.  Courtenap  g»ve  notifie, 
that  te-iiv>rrow  he  meant  to  sub- 
mit  a  motion  for  the  amendment 
and  consolidsition  of  the  bankrupt 
laws. 

Mr.  p.  Browne  moved  the  third, 
reading  of  the  Irish  joint-tenancy 
bill. 

.  Opposed  by  Afr.  BulchiuMm  fmd 
Lord  Milton* 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Sir  John  Newport^  eyeing  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  in  his  place^ 
wished  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  government  to  UkA 
cognizance  of  the  re|iort  on  tbmr 
t^le,  respecting  the  rninpplicatioQ. 
of  public  money  by  the  corporation 
of  Dublin  ? 

Mr.  Goulbum  was  Qot  aware 
what  particular  report  the  right 
hodountble  baronet  aHuded  to ;  Ixit 
if  he  referred  to  the  local  taxatjpn 
report,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Irish  government  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  whole  question  con- 
nected with  that  branch  of  the 
public  expenditure. 

Mr.  fVilmot  presented  papers 
by  order  of  the  house  respecting 
the  island  of  Cuba.-*  They  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr. 


FOREIGN     HISTORY. 


U§ 


Mr,  Hu$bUsim  moved  tbe  order 
of  the  day  for  a  committee  upon 
the  silk  mannfactuvers'  bilL 

Mr.  iP,  BnxtoH  ivished  to  know 
why  the  committee  was  to  be  now 
preesedy  when  the  understanding 
was,  that  the  parties  should  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Huskiswn  replied,  that  it 
was  desirable  to  have  the  bill  com« 
mitted  this  day»  and  the  report 
received  on  Monday  next  Counsel 
coald  be  heard  in  a  future  stage  of 
the  measure* 

-  The  bill  then  went  through  a 
committee,  and  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday 
next. 

Mn  Sjfles  held  in  his  hand  a 
petition,  'to  which  be  begged  to ' 
call  the  serious  attention  of  all 
those  who  felt  an  interest  in  the 
maritimt  afiairs  of  this  kingdom* 
The  petition  was  signed  by  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  ship-owners 
of  the  pdrt  of  Hull,  who  repre- 
sented property  amounting  to 
200,000/.  or  800,000/.  steriing ; 
they  complained  of  a  most  intole- 
raUe  grievance  to  which  they 
were  subject,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
press pnnciples  of  British  law ; 
they  complained,  that  without  any  , 
fiuilt  of  their  own,  or  any  know- 
ledge of,  qr  connivance  at,  a  iault 
in  others,  their  valuable  property, 
consisting  of  shipping  and  stores, 
were  liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture, 
for  the  misconduct,  however  trivial, 
of  those  over  whom  they  had  not, 
and  could  not  possibly  have,  any 
control.  I'heir  property  was  liable 
to  sekure,  if  the  smallest  contra^ 
band  article  were  secreted  on  board 
by  any  individual  of  the  crew.  He 
knew  that  in  cases  of  very  no- 
torious hardship,  the  officers  of 
the  customs  and  excise  sometimes 
consented    to    terms;    but    even 


these,  involving  as  tliey  did  legM 
costs,  were  so  onerous  as  to  im- 
pose a  heavy  grievance  upon  the 
innocent  party  who  was  the  victim 
of  them.  He  could  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  puni^oent  of  the 
individual  sailor  who  was  guilty  of 
the  infraction  of  law ;  but  why 
seize  upon  the  property  of  the 
owner,  who  was  ignorant  of,  and 
had  no  participation  in,  the  offence? 
This  petition  set  forth  several 
heavy  grievances  of  this  naturab 
In  one  case  'the  ship  Minerva  was 
seized  because  a  bottle  of  foreign 
spirits,  worth  12s.,  was  found  on 
board,  which  was  proved  to  have 
been  secreted  by  a  poor  sailor,  who 
was  to  be  married  on  his  return, 
and  who  wanted  to  bring  over  this 
bottle  for  his  marriage«feast  It 
was  quite  impossible  that  the  lei* 
gislatore  could  tolerate  the  impo-. 
sition  of  so  severe  a  grievance  as 
that  to  which  ship-6woers  were 
now  exposed. 

Mr.  Herrki  said,  that  this  hail 
been  already  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasuiy, 
who  wore  of  ^pinion  that  the  re« 
venue  could  not  be  adequalelv 
protected,  unless  there  existed  this 
mode  of  punishing  an  infraction  eC 
the  laws  enacted  for  its  security* 
He  thought  the  chsnce  of  any 
prevention  of  smuggling  would  be 
nugatory,  if  the  penalty  were  loi 
be  confined  to  some  individual  who 
might  happen  to  sail  on  board  the 
ship ;  but  the  lords  of  the  Treasuiy 
were  always  ready  to  give  the 
captain  and  owners  an  opportuiuty 
of  showing  their  entire  innocence 
of  any  participation  in  the  offence, 
lie  begged  lo  add,  that  steps  were 
already  taken,  preliminary  to  a. 
consolidation  of  the  excise  and 
customs  laws:  this  was  a  com^ 
prehensive    and    tedious  arrange- 
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ment,  which  he  could  not  say 
would  ftuon  be  completed ;  but 
during  its  progress  the  particular 
ca9e  stated  by  the  petitioners  could 
be  fully  considered^ 

The  petition  was  read,  and  or-^. 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Bright  asked  :the  Solicitor-^ 
General  when  he  intended  to  in-* 
tvoduce  his  insolvent  bill  ? 
'■  The  SoUcitor-General  said  it  was 
his  intention  to  bring  in-  the  hill  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr,  Buxton  moved  that  the  pe- 
titioners against  the  Spitalfields 
acts'  repeal  bill  be  heard  by  coun-- 
sel  on  Monday  next, — Ordered. 
'  Mr,  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  the  shipwrights  on  the 
Thames^  complaining  of  the  state 
of  the  laws  which  prevented  them 
from  seeking  employment  in  fo« 
reign  countries,  although  they  were 
enable  to  find  any  in  this  country. 
The-  honourable  member  presented 
a  similar  petition  from  the  ship- 
wrights^ in  the  dock-yards.    . 

Sir  B,  Martin  said,  that  there 
was  no>  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  men  employed  in  the 
dock-yards. 

Mr,  Littleton  took  that  oppor- 
tontty  of'  asking  the  honourable 
member  for  Aberdeen  to  postpone 
the  motion  whicii  stood  on  the  pa-t 
p«r  for  that  evening,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  laws  which  pi^vented  the 
emigration  of  artisans,  until  next 
se^ion.  The  subject  was  one  of 
v^y  great  importance,  and  co^ld 
not  receive  the  consideration  which 
it  'deserved. 

Mr.  S.  fFortky,  General  Gas- 
oayne.  Sir  G.  Cockhwiiy  and  Mr, 
Huskisson,  stated  that  they  con- 
curred in  the  wish  for  postpone* 
ment.  The  latter  member  added, 
that  he  was  not  unfriendly  to  the 


object  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Aberdeen  had  in  view. 

Mr,  Hume  then  withdrew  the 
notide  of  motion ;  at  the .  same 
time  expressing  his  intention  of 
renewing  it  next  eesaioli.' 

Mr,  Broagham  presented  a  pe- 
tition, signed  by  upwards  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  freeholdera  of 
Siigo  .and  its  vxibity^  wbo~^com* 
plamed  of  an  invasion  of  their 
rights  of  an. ancient  date.  The 
petitioners  stated,  that  in  the  third 
year  of  the  late  King,  an  act  was 
passed  under  the  pretence  of  regu- 
lating the  saLnonofishery  in  the 
coanty  of  Sligo,  in  .which,  a  clause 
was  introduced  conveybg  to  A.  B« 
the  exclusive  fee-simple  right  of 
'fishing  for  five,  miles  along  th^ 
banks  of  the  riven  The  party  to 
whom  this  right  wa[8  given  had 
never  before  possessed  a.  single 
inph  of  ground  on  tba  banksr  \s£ 
the  river.  He  had  *  examined  the 
act,  of  Parliamehl,  .and  found  that 
the  facts  stated  in  the  petition  were 
correct.' — ^The  petition  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr,  Abercromby  brought  forward 
his  motioo  relating  to  Wm.  Murray 
Borthwick.  The  honourable  mem*- 
ber  stated  the  case  at  length,  and 
concluded  by  moving-r-^^'  That  the 
conduct  and  proceedings  of  the 
Lord  Advodate  of  Scodand  tov^ards 
W.  M.  Borthwick,  lafs  printer  at 
Hamilton,  were  ifnjust  and  op- 
pressive.". 

The  Lord  Advocate  replied, 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant,  Mr.  H.  Drum^ 
numdj  Mr^  Kennedy,  Lord  Binning, 
and  Mr,  M,  A.  Taylor,  afterwards 
spoke,  when  the  house .  divided— ^ 
For  the  motion  96 — against  it  102. 

Mr.  Goulbum  moved-  for  leave 

to  bring  in  a  bill^  (^r  settling  the 

compensation    to   the  holders    of 
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certarn  offices  in  the  courts  of  law 
in  IrelaiHl,  abolished  under  the  1st 
and  2d  George  IV.— Leave  given. 

Lord  Folkestone  postponed  his 
motion,  relating  to  the  equitable  ad- 
justment of  contracts  to  the  11th. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
bouse  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  June  4. — Vis- 
count St.  Vincent  took  the  oaths 
and  his  seat. 

A  person  from  the  office  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Caledonian 
Canal,  presented  their  twentieth 
report. 

A  person  from  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  presented  returns 
from  Lord  Chief  Justice  Dallas, 
and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  the  house. 

A  person  from  the  Treasury  pre- 
sented certain  returns  relative  to 
malt  and  barley. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  pre- 
sented .  a  petition  from  James 
Greig,  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the 
town  imd  county  of  the  town  of 
Londonderry,  against  the  grand 
jury  presentment  bill. 

The  bills  on  the  table  were  for- 
warded one  stage. — Adjourned  till 
to-morrow.  * 

House  of  Commons^  June  4. — 
Lord  t>uncannon  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  New  Maiden,  against 
negro  slavery. 

Go  the  motion  of  Mr,  Hume^ 
an  humble  address  was  ordered  to 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  pray 
ing  that  he  would  order  an  accoi|nt 
to  be  laid  before  the  house,  show- 
ing the  number  of  persons  entered 
upon  the  sheriff's  books  to  serve 
the  duties  of  petty  and  special  ju- 
rors during  the  last  three  years, 
and  distinguishing  those  for  the 
latter  since  the  new  qoalificatioDS 

1^23. 


required.by  law;  and  that  the  above 
account  should  be  made  out  alpha- 
betically with  the  names  of  the 
jurors  in  London  and  Middlesex. 

Mr,  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  the  operative  weavers  in 
Arbroath  and  its  vicinity,  praying 
that  no  alteration  should  take  place 
in  the  regulations  for  the  stamping 
of  Scotch  linen. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  petitions 
from  the  manufacturers  of  .kelp, 
in  the  islands  of  Islay  and  Sky, 
against  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
barilla. 

Mr,  W,  Courtenay  obtiuned  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  amend- 
ment and  consolidation  of  the  bank- 
rupt laws. 

Mr,  Kennedy  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Scotch  transference  of  se- 
curities bill.  The  object  of  the 
bill  had  already  been  discussed, 
and  its  principle  recognized.  It 
was  to  render  securities  trahsfer- 
able  from  one  creditor* to  another, 
without  the  heavy  stamp  duties 
which  at  present  in  Scotland  at- 
tended that  transfer. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Friday. 

Mr,  Goulburn  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  tbe  better  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery  in  Ireland.  The  ob- 
ject of  tbe  bill  was,  he  said,  already 
sanctioned  by  the  house :  one  of 
its  arrangements  was  to  put  the 
Masters  in  Chancery  in  Ireland 
fixed  on  a  salary  of  800/.  a  year 
each,  instead  of  the  present  prac-' 
tice  of  remunerating  them  by  fees. 

Lord^  Milton  rose  to  present  a 
petition  from  the  mercbiants  and 
manufacturers  of  Leeds,  praying 
for  a  repeat  of  tbe  duty  on  foreign 
wool. 

H  Mr. 
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Mr.  Curven  thought  the  peti* 
tioners  must  make  oot  a  strong 
case  before  their  claim  could  be 
admitted.  They  ought  certainly 
to  allow  the  free  exportation  of 
British  wool,  before  the  foreign 
duty  was  repealed. 

The  Chancellor  of  iht  Exchequer 
said,  he  could  not  object  to  the 
repeal  of  this  tax,  if  a  free  export- 
ation of  British  wool  were  con- 
ceded. 

Mr.  Wodehouse  cokiKidered  the 
proposal  h\r  for  taking  off  this  tax, 
and  simultaneously  permitting  the 
free  export. 

Mr.  S.  Wartley  said,  that  little 
benefit  would  be  derived  from  the 
free  export,  for  the  foreign  manu- 
facturer would  not  retort  to  this 
country  for  that  which  be  might 
have  on  better  terms  in  Saxony  or 
Spain. — The  petition  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Lord  Miiton  siud,  that  he  had 
a  similar  petition  to  present  from 
Huddersfield.  He  said  that  he 
WM  aware  the  tax  was  looked  upon 
as  a  source  of  revenue ;  but  he  also 
knew  it  was  intended  as  a  measure 
to  silence  the  country  gentlemen, 
aod  to  render  them  less  pertina* 
cious  in  their  demands  for  a  dimi^ 
nution  of  other  branches  of  tax- 
ation. 

Mr.  Huikiuon  hoped  that  it 
would  be  understood,  that  those 
who  prayed  for  the  repeal  of  the  tax 
had  it  in  their  own  power  to  eff^t 
ka  rtepeaL  The  only  condition 
apon  which  the  tax  could  be  re- 
pealed, was  the  consent  of  the  pe- 
titioners to  the  aboUshnaent  of  laws 
agaitist  importations  from  foreign 
countrieSf  some  of  which  laws  were 
a  disgrace  to  the  statute-book. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  C. 
BwrrtU  and  Mr.  Worikw,,  the  pe« 
tition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Dkkkuon  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  a  similar  nature  from  the 
merchants  and  riianufiacturers  of 
the  county  of  Somerset. 

Mr.  U.  Baring  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  silkweavers  of  Da- 
ventry ,  agamst  the  Spiulfields  acta' 
repeal  bill. 

Mr,  Denison  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  cnurchwardens  of 
eight  parishes  which  he  representti 
praying  that  the  qualification  for 
a  right  of  settlement  in  the  county 
should  be  the  payment  of  an  an- 
nual  rent  of  20/.  instead  of  lOL  as 
at  present. 

Cohniet  Wood,  in  rising  to  pro- 
pose certain  resolutions  relative  to 
the  law  of  settlement,  hoped  he 
should  be  excused  for  addressiiig 
a  few  observations  to  the  bouse* 
With  the  act  of  the  4Sd  of  Eliza- 
beth, which  was  the  foundation  of 
the  poor  lawe,  he  had  no  fattlt  to 
find.  He  believed  that,  if  well 
administered,  that  act  would  be  a 
Messing.  But  in  the  43d  of  Elixa^ 
betfa  there  was  no  mention  of  tha 
law  of  settlement  It  was  in  tte 
l8th  and  14th  of  Charles  II.  that 
the  first  acts  passed  which  liaraaed 
the  foundation  of  the  law  of  settle- 
ment. Since  that  period^  acu  bad 
continued  to  be  passed  to  render  it 
more  and  more  difficult  for  a  poor 
mttA  to  o4>tein  a  settlement  in  th# 
place  in  which  he  had  been  raei- 
dent  The  situation  of  the  poor 
under  the  existing  laws  was  moat 
pitiable.  A  man  who  bad  speAt 
perhaps  forty  years  in  a  pariA 
wh^re  he  had  obtained  emploj- 
ment,  was  liable,  when  he  grew  too 
old  for  labour,  to  be  sent  to  a  di& 
ferent  part  of  tiie  countryt  omM 
hundred  miles  distant — to  a  partah 
where  his  father  or  his  grandfa^ 
^r  had  resided,  where  be  woakl 
be  a  perfett  stranger  among  rtra»* 
gers.  His  (Cobnel  Wood's)  ob- 
ject 
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jcct  waft  to  «Dak6  resM^tice  the' 
only  qtiaUlkatfon  of  settlMnent. 
He  wobid  htt ve  a  residence  of  fifteen 
years  A  Imr  to  femoval.  A  t  the  end 
of  that  time,  counting  from  the  pre- 
sent residence,  for  any  time  to  be  fix* 
ed,  would  be  a  sufficient  settlement 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  giving 
a  claim  to  exemption  from  removal 
by  ft  certain  residence,  would  be 
potting  a  settlement  in  eveiy  man*s 
power;  that  might  be;  but  his  ob- 
ject was  to  raise  the  character  of 
the  poor  man  in  his  own  estima- 
tion. The  evils  of  the  system  of 
our  poor  laws  had  been  of  long 
growth.  He  would  wish  to  see 
them  gradually  removed — to  es" 
tablish  a  better  feeling  amongst 
the  poor — to  encourage  societies 
amongst  them  ;  and,  above  all,  to 
disseminate  as  widely  as  possible 
the  advantages  of  early  education. 
It  might  be  asked  what  he  would 
make  the  proof  of  residence  ?  He 
would  say,  payment  of  poorVrates 
— ^the  renting  of  a  house  in  a  parish  - 
for  a  certain  time,  or  having  one's 
fiimily  dwelling  there ;  but  it  would, 
he  thought,  be  better  to  leave 
this  matter  to  be  decided  by  the 
discretion  of  the  magistrates.  If 
soi!ne  amelioration  in  the  system 
did  not  take  place,  the  march  of 
paoperism  would  go  on,  so  as  ulti* 
mately  to  absorb  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  the  country.  The  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  cite  au- 
diorities  for  the  principle  of  his 
proposed  alteration.  The  first  was 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  that 
house,  which  sat  in  1 81 7,  and  after 
a  most  laborious  and  diligent  inves- 
tigation of  the  subject,  recommend- 
ed, that  any  person  residing  three 
years  in  one  place,  should  not  be 
liable  to  removal.  He  would  put 
the  time  of  residfeAce  at  fifteen 
years  from  tbis  time,  to  be  lessened 


year  after  yisar  until  the  house, 
from  experience  of  its  eflbcts,  shonki 
Bx  the  precise  time  which  should 
establish  an  exemption  from  re- 
moval from  thenceforth.  The  1m>- 
nourable  member  next  cited  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Colquhoou,  and  also 
that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1796,  to  show, 
that  from  the  nature  of  the  law  of 
settlement,  as  it  then  stood,  and 
now  stands,  arose  all  the  evtk 
which  were  connected  with  the 
poor-laws  Mr.  Pitt  went  farther: 
for  he  held,  that  a  poor  man,  in- 
stead of  having  a  certain  claim  to 
parochial  relief,  ought,  if  he  had  a 
large  family,  to  look  for  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  for  that  he  who 
gave  a  number  of  children  to  the 
state,  did  it  a  benefit,  for  which 
he  deserved  protectioaand  support. 
By  such  means  a  large  family 
would  become  a  blessing  instead 
of  a  curse  to  a  poor  man.  It  would 
enable  the  state  to  lodk  for  the 
assistance  of  that  family  in  time 
of  need.  To  the  assistance  of  ber 
poor  people,  England  was  indebted 
for  her  great  successes  in  the  war; 
and  there  was  no  doubt  that  if  they 
gave  the  people  of  England  fair 
play,  they  would  always  stand  fay 
them.  The  hon.  member  cob* 
.eluded  by  moving  die  first  of  the 
resolutions  —  "  That  the  varioste 
provisions  of  the  laws  for  the.  set- 
tlement of  the  poor  bave  ^iven 
rise  to  a  course  of  expensive  and 
embarrassing  litigation."  After 
some  conversation  in  which  Lord 
Althorp,  Mr.  ScarkH^  Mn  ?fl, 
and  other  members  took  part, 

Colonrl  Wood  withdrew  his  reso- 
Istions,  and  gave  notice  that  to- 
morrow he  would  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  suh)eot« 
Mi\  S.  Rice,  under  the  conviction 
that  the  discussion  regarding  the 
conduct  of  Chief  Baron  O'Crady^ 
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which  stood  for  to-night,  could  not 
come  on  till  too  late  an  hour,  ex« 
pressed  his  wish  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tions be  intended  to  submit  upon 
the  table,  that  they  might  be 
printed,  and  that  the  debate  might 
take  place  on  Monday.  He  moved 
accordingly,  that  on  Monday  the 
house  should  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  ou  the  emoluments, 
&c.  of  courts  of  justice,  and  on  the 
judicial  fees  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland. 

On  the  motion  that  the  resolu^ 
tions  be  printed, 

Mr,  Canning  expressed  his 
doubts  whether  the  premature 
printing  of  the  resolutions  would 
not  operate  as  a  degree  of  indivi- 
dual injustice. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  added,  that  his  only 
object  was  to  facilitate  the  discus- 
sion. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  re- 
solutions do  lie  upon  the  table,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  members. 

Mr.  J.  mUiams  said,  that  if  the 
object  of  his  present  motion  was  not 
novel  or  inviting,  its  importance 
was,  he  trusted,  sufficient  to  attract 
attention.  It  had  been  the  de- 
clared opinion  of  a  nt>ble  marquis, 
that  evils  existed  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  of  no  ordinary  magni- 
tude ;  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Corfe  Castle,  that  those  evils  and 
especially  the  long  delays,  amount- 
ed ti>  a  denial  of  justice*  Those 
opinions  were  more  especially  true 
aher  the  measures  of  the  year 
1818,  which  had  not  only  utterly 
failed  in  its  object,  but  had  radi- 
cally revolutionized  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  It  seemed  acknow- 
ledged on  all  hands  that  matters 
could  not  go  on  as  at  present,  but 
that  there  most  {be  some  change- 
some  improvomeut,  it  was  to  be. 


hoped*  H«  cottM  not^  therefore^ 
imagine  that  any  hon.  genlleum 
would  resist  the  appointitieat  of  a 
committee,  v^hen  il  wa»  known 
not  only  that  the  amendment  waa 
required,  but  that  there  existed  a 
variety  of  plans  to  remedy  the  evil, 
many  of  them  deserving  moeh  con- 
sideration. He  would  take  the  li- 
berty of  calling  the  attention  of  th« 
house  to  some  of  them.  The  first 
he  should  notice  was  that  of  sepa^ 
rating  the  office  of  Chancellor  from 
that  of  Prolocutor  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  second,  to  cut  off  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  whole  business  connect- 
ed with  bankruptcy.  The  third, 
to  erect  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  into  a  distinct 
efficient  officer,  either  by  moking  a 
court  of  his  own,  or  by  transferring 
to  him  part  of  the  business  of 
Chancery.  The  fourth,  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  for  the 
single  purpose  of  hearing  Seolcb 
appeals.  The  fifth,  that  four  judges 
should  be  appointed  to  undertake 
the  whole  of  the  equity  business, 
while  the  Lord  Chancellor  only  ex- 
ercised an  appellant  jurisdiction* 
The  sixth,  that  one  or  more  of  the 
present  masters  in  Chancery  should 
be  appointed  from  time  to  time  to 
decide  causes  by  consent,  to  bear 
motions  for  time  to  plead,  or  for 
the  payment  of  money  into,  court, 
or  for  any  others  nearly  amounting 
to  matters  of  course,  Such  were 
some  of  the  plans  suggested,  and 
he  (Mr.  Williams)  professed  him- 
self utterly  unable  to  decide  which 
merited  the  preference :  the  house 
was  unequal  to  the  task  without  in- 
quiry, and  it  had  shown  itself  so 
ten  years  ago,  when  it  was  content 
to  legislate  in  the  dark,  and  upon 
-  the  sudden,  against  all  the  wisdom 
of  prediction,  and  all  the  weight  of 
argument. 
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irgvment.  To  show  that  the  tiiea> 
mre  of  1818  had  fai'leil,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  know,  first,  that  the 
necessity  of  a  fresh  inquiry  was 
iit>w  admitted ;  and  secondly,  that 
die  preamble  of  the  very  bill  re^ 
cited  the  identical  grievances  now 
pressing  upon  the  house.  He  -could 
not  therefore  suppose  that  any  hon. 
gentteraan  would  object  to  in<]uiry, 
excepting  on  the  most  singular  of 
all  grounds — that  the  house  legis- 
lates the  best  when  it  understands 
the  least.  The  question,  to  which 
he  should  more  immediately  ad« 
dress  himself,  and  the  question 
whieh  he  thought  the  true  one  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house  was, 
whether  the  system  of  our  equity 
joriadiction  was  originally  faulty  in 
itidf,  or  whether  (and  how  far)  it 
was  the  execution  of  that  system 
which  had  failed.  It  would  be  his 
unpleasant  duty,  upon  that  question, 
CO  enter  considerably  into  detail. 
With  respect  to  the  particular  cases 
which  he  should  cite  in  the  course 
of  hia  speech,  he  would  state  no 
facts  but  such  as  he  behoved  he 
cottld  fully  establish  before  a  com- 
mittee. He  had  admitted  none 
without  ample  investigation,  and 
had  rejected  none  which  had  evi- 
dence to  bear  them  out.  ''  Nequid 
falsi  dicere  aitdeam^**  contended  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman, 
^  nequid  vert  turn  audearti.**  It  was 
notorious  to  every  one  who  was 
conversant  with  the  practice  of  the 
Court  of  Chaneery,  that  the  grand 
source  of  miti  to  the  suitor  was  the 
delay.  At  the  outset  of  a  cause, 
it  commonly  happened  that  a  par- 
tial hearing  was  obUuned.  The 
matter  probably  proceeded  befope 
the  Chancellor  up  to  a  certain 
point,  at  which  it  was  interrupted, 
perhaps,  by  the  mere  circumstance 
of  his  lordship's  leaving  the  court ; 
the  whole  then  stood  over  for  an 


uncertain  period ;  when  it  came  on 
it  was  entirely  forgotten,  and  the 
discussion  had  to  re-commence  de 
novo.  No  small  part  of  this  ex- 
tended proceeding  and  delay  had 
arisen  out  of  the  formation  of  the 
Vice-Chancellor's  Court — a  mea- 
sure which  had  driven  the  Chan* 
eery  practitioners  (from  their  desire 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  parti- 
cular counsel)  into  a  course  which 
might  go  near  to  bring  them  within 
the  construction  of  the  combination 
act.  To  the  proof.  A  return  had 
been  laid  last  year  upon  the  table  of 
the  house,  showing  the  state  of 
business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
from  the  year  1801  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  18^2.  One  hun- 
dred and  forty  one  causes  were 
given  (as  the  number  in  arrear)  be- 
fore the  Chancellor  at  the  time 
of  creating  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
Court  in  1819 :  the  number  of  ex- 
ceptions and  farther  directions  in 
arrear  was  sixty-one ;  the  pleas  and 
demurrers  were  sixteen ;  the  rehear- 
in  gs  and  appeals,  forty-one.  Nine 
years  after,  referring  to  the  same 
account,  it  appeared  that  (the Vice- 
Chuucellor's  Court  all  the  while 
working)  the  arrear  of  business,  in- 
stead of  diminishing,  had  gone  on 
to  accumulate :  the  causes  in  ar- 
rear were  161  ;  the  exceptions  and 
farther  directions  I4l :  the  pleas 
and  demurrers  15;  and  the  re<^ 
hearings  and  appeals  (in  181?) 
101.  He  (Mr.  Williams)  had  now 
an  account  of  the  state  of  business 
in  Chancery  at  the  present  time, 
and  he  found  that  the  rehearings 
and  appeals  only  in  arrear  were 
135  in  number,,  being  a  trifle-  less 
than  the  whole  arrear  of  causes 
existing  at  the  time  when  the  Vico- 
Chancellor's  Court  was  instituted. 
The  truth  was,  that  since  the  crea- 
tion of  theVice-Chancellor's  Court, 
suitors  could  not  obtain  the  opinion 
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of  the  Lord  Cbanoeilor  but  in  iho 
w«y  of  rehearifig  aa  appeal.    Aiu) 
it  wa»  worth  while  to  observe  that 
jvbereas,  in  the  discuesioo  of  la&t 
year,  credit  had  been  given  to  the 
hord  ChaoceUor  for  havingv  t>e*. 
iween  the  years  1813  and  IS%1^ 
^actually  disposed,  iu  the  way  of 
busiaesa,  of  157  appeab,  the  f«ct 
really  was«  that,  of  the  157  appeals 
so  disposed  of,   eighty-three  had 
been  oifurely  struck  out  of  the  paper, 
leayiog  the  number  actually  heard 
and  decided — ^not  157,  but  seventy- 
four.     He  (Mr.  Williams)  could 
uot  too  strongly  press  upon  the  re« 
collection   of  the  house  that  the 
great  original  business  of  the  Court 
of  Cbaufery  was    now   regularly 
seni  to  the  Vice-chancellor.  Since 
that  desperate  institution^-the  in- 
atitutioD  of  the  Vice- Chancellor's 
Court-— *the  subject  was  actually  de- 
prived of  his  right-rof  his  right  Co 
the  opinion  of  the  first  law  Autho-t 
rity  in  the  kingdom,  unless  he  pur- 
chased tha^    opinion    at  the  ex- 
pease  of  double  delay  and  double 
eeets.     The  Lord  Chancellor's  pa. 
per  at  the  present  moment  did  not 
contain    the    term  causes  at  all. 
Term  causes,  exceptions,  and  &rther 
directions,  pleas  and  demurrers,  all 
these  matters,  except  in  especial 
CfMes^   were,  handed  over  to  the 
Vice^Chapceltot;    and  .  the    Lord 
Chancellor's  paper  was. cut  dowa 
from  its  original  contents  to  mat- 
ten  of  petitioo.  motion,  and  appeal. 
It  appMred  by  documents  tti  his 
(Mr.  Williams's)  Jiand,  that  from, 
the  year  1818  to  the  year  I8t2, 
iackttive,  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
only  heard    eighteen  causes.     It 
appeared  &rther,  that  in  the  course 
of  the  last  eight  years  the  Vice- 
ChwnceUor  (who  had  all  the  causes 
and  other  matters  transferred  to 
hkn)  had  dlisposed  of  as  many  mo- 


tMim  «B  I4,560f  ^h|le  ibe  Lord 
Chancellor,  in  the  same  periodi 
had  decided  only  5155.  These 
were  facts  proved  by  the  papers 
upon  the  table  of  the  house.  He 
should  now,  however,  come  at  once 
to  the  cases  which  be  held  in  his 
band.  The  first  case  on  his  list  was 
the  case  of  "  Brown  and  DeJasteU" 
Its  circumstances  ran  thus:  —  A 
bill  was  filed  to  obtain  an  account, 
and,  in  1812,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  made  a  decree  that  an  ac« 
count  should  be  taken.  In  the 
same  year,  1812,  the  decree  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rplls  was  appealed 
from ;  and  that  cause  came  to  be 
beard  before  the  Lord  Chancellor 
late  in  the  year  18)21.  This  was 
not  all.  He  complained  not  meiely 
ef  delay;  there  were  other  coo* 
fiderations.  In  the  course  of  the 
case  theie  was  a  referenoe  to  th<e 
Master;  and,  frq^i  the  report  of 
the  Master*  there  was  .an  appeal  to 
the  Vice*Chancellor«  Theapfifal 
irom  the  Mast^'s  report,  whkb 
cost  (the  report)  not  less  than 
&OOL9  and  which  the  house  womUI 
presejitly  see  was  quite  unnecesaary, 
and  that  the  500/.  might  a^  wcU 
and  better  have  been  thrown  1010 
the  kennel — that  appeal  came  oq 
to  be  heard  in  the  year  1816,  The 
Vice- Chancellor  set  aside  the  Maa- 
ter*s  report ;  and  then  there  waa  ao 
appeal  from  the  Vice-Cbancellor 
to  the  Chancellor,  against  his  de- 
cree setting  that  report  asiden  He 
now  came  for  a  moment  to  the  bill 
of  costs — a  matter  of  some  weight 
in  such  proceedings — and  be  should 
show  tbe  house  a  little  of  the  in* 
terior  of  a  Chancery  suit*  In  tbe 
first  place  it  was  to  be  understacd 
that,  from  tbe  time  of  filing  a  biU^ 
the  solicitor  became  entitled  to  .what 
was  called  his  "  term  fees"-— that 
was  1/.  U,  8<^«  each  term,  so.feng 
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m  tke-eauae  lasted^  whkii,  aceord- 
ttg  to  Uudibms,  was  jast  so  long 
OS  the  client  had  any  money.  Then 
from  the  time  that  a  cause  got, 
as  it  was  termed,  into  **  the  paper»" 
the  ai^icitor  and  die  elerk  id  oooit 
were  entitled  to  |i.  a  day,  atteod^ 
meesw  Now»  in  tho  said  eause  of 
Brown  and  De  Tastet,  the  *'  term 
ieet*'  begaa  in  the  year  1812»  and 
went  on  to  the  beginning  of  the 
year  181^;  in  January  1819,  both 
the  appeals  (that  frmn  the  Master 
of  the  Bolls,  and  that  from  the 
Yice*ChaBcellor)  gpot  into  the  Lord 
ChaneeiUDr's  '<  paper/'  and  con* 
tiaoed  there,  off  and  on,  through 
the  ysar  1820  to  the  end  of  tha 
year  1881 ;  the  amoant  of  <'  atten* 
daneea"  ehargedio  that  eause  being 
DO  bssa  a  snra  than  450^  Nor 
was  this  hy  auy  means  all.  The 
leanied  counsel  at  the  bar  £oond 
k  impossible  to  endure  the  fadgues 
of  snch  a  cause  without  an  ade- 
quate atbwance  from  time  to  time  of 
**  refreshers."  Upon  those  refreshers 
the  learned  barristers  did  manage  to 
wainlaitt  their  strength ;  but,  fur  the 
mi^Drtanate  suitor,  what ''  refresher'^ 
was  thero  for  him?  Alas!  none. 
He  wandered  on  over  a  dreaiy 
waaftByterren  and  parched  op  eyery 
side;— ^leoe  ssas  no  grten  bright 
spot  for  his  eye  to  r^t  upon  ;  and 
what  was  wom>  i|e  saw  as  Uttle 
hnsk  to  the  desest  aa  likelihood  of 
finding  a  raad  oat  of  it.  Leaving 
the  case  of  f  Brown  and  De  TastBt,'^ 
however^  he  wonld  come  to  the 
second  causa  upon  hb  paper.  This 
waa  the  case  of  *^  Oldham  and 
Cooke/'  it.  was  a  bill  filed  for  a 
deht  claimed  to  be  cbe  to alegatee. 
The  hill  war  filed  in  the  year  1815 
aad  the  answer  was  put  in  in  1816. 
la. that  answer,  the  truueS)  against 
whom  the  bill  .was  filed,  admitted 
tile  BOflKSsion  af  assets  to  the  ex«^ 


teot  of  120(ML;  bat  dM  answer  was 
not  deemed  satielactory,  because 
it  did  not  give  reasons  why  he  had  . 
not  a  larger  fund.  In  1816,  the 
answer cnras  excepted  to:  and  the 
exceptions  were  allowed.  The 
house  would  observe  that  the 
knotty  point  in  debute — ^a  p<Hnt 
worthy  of  Simonides  himself — was, 
whether  the  trustee  had  given  rea^ 
sons  for  bis  fund  in  hand  not  being 
larger ;  upon  that  point,,  since  the 
year  1816,  there  had  beensixty" 
four  <<  attendances ;"  and  even  at 
the  present  moment  it  waa  not  de* 
eided.  Take  next  the  case  of 
<<.  Whitchurch  aad  Holworthy.** 
This  was  a  bill  filed  in  1811,  to 
restrain  a  lord  of  a  manor*  from 
cutting  down  timber.  An  injunc- 
tion was  obtained  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  and  a  special  case  was 
made  for  the  Court  of  King's  Bench. 
In  the  year  1815  that  special  case 
was  answered,  and  the  certificate 
sent  to  the  Court  of  Chancer}-. 
During'  18l6,  1817,  1818|  aad 
1819,  it  lay  in  the  book  of  tho 
registrar,  and  never,  got  into  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  ''  paper^'  at  all* 
In  the  year  18jS0,  it  was  sent  to 
the  Vice«Chancellor ;  no  sooner 
did  it  get  there,  than  it  was  sent 
hack  to  the  Lord  Chancellor :  there 
were  '<  attendances"  running  on 
upon  it  in  the  years  18^1  and 
1882  ;  aqd  up  to  the  present  hour 
it  was  not  decided.  The  next  case 
to  which  he  would  adveit  was  the 
ease  of '^  FiUingham  and  Pkimky." 
In  that  case  the  bill  was  filed  for 
specific  performance  of  a  contract. 
Thcro  was  a  decree  by  tlie  Vice* 
Chancellor,  which  was  appealed 
from  to  the  Chancellor.  The  Chan- 
cellor, on  hearing  the  cause,  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
defendant,  but  refused  at  once  to 
give  his  jadgment.  Now  he  (Mr. 
Williams) 
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WiOiamft)  wqb  credibly  informed 
that,  from  the  great  learning  and 
acute  perception  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, it  seldom  if  ever  happened 
that  he  gave  an  opinion  on  the 
outset  of  a  case  which  was  not  a 
right  one ;  but,  unfortunately, 
t^  judicial  expreenon  of  that  opir 
nion  was  often  delayed  to  a  degree 
which  materially  weakened  its 
value.  In  the  case  of  "  Filling* 
ham  and  Plumley,"  the  cause  re- 
mained until  the  year  1822,  with- 
out one  single  step  being  taken  in 
it.  In  the  last  case  but  one  to 
which  he  should  refer,  the  case  of 
'^  Powell  V,  Sergeant  and  others," 
the  bill  had  been  filed  in  the  year 
1812;  and  the  cause  bad  ended 
nine  years  after,  in  the  year  1821. 
During  the  whole  of  that  period,  of 
course,  the  term  fees  were  going  on. 
There  was  a  demurrer  to  the  bill, 
raising  simply  the  question  how 
far  Sergeant,  one  of  the  defend^ 
ants,  was  properly  a  party  to  the 
cause.  The  decision  of  that  preli- 
minary question,  which  might  have 
been  settled  in  half  an  hour,  had 
kept  the  cause  lingering  for  no 
less  than  five  years ;  and  it  had 
coat  the  parties  just  eighty  ^'at- 
tendances/' There  was  one  more 
case,  and  only  one,  with  which  he 
would  try  the  patience  of  the 
house;  and  that  was  a  case  as  to 
which  he  had  in  his  possession 
the  original  papers.  It  was  the 
case  of  "  Ware  and  Horwood." 
In  the  case  of  ''  Ware  and  Hor- 
wood,"  which  had  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vaut^e  of  having  a  supplemental 
bill,  and  a  bill  of  reviver  attached 
to  it,  a  decree  had  been  made  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  year 
1S21.  An  objection  was  started 
to  that  decree,  that  it  had  been 
obtained  surreptitbusly,  and  lo  the 
exclusion -of  one  party  in  the  cause. 


•Upon  that  gromid  (the  aarrepti* 
tious  obtaining)  a  moticNi  was 
made ;  and  he  (Mr.  Williams)  held 
in  his  hand  an  affidavit  from  the 
party  who  showed  canse  agaiiiat 
that  motion,  some  passages  of 
which  were  worth  the  attention  of 
hon.  members.  The  deponent 
said,  "  that  owing  to  other  causes 
being  daily  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Lord-Chancellor's  *'  paper," 
either  **  for  judgment"  or  **  to  be 
spoken  to,"  and  owing  to  the  length 
of  "  the  seal,"  and  to  the  number 
of  motions  made,  he  (the  deponent) 
had  found  it  impossible  to  obtain 
the  Lord  Chancellor's  decision 
upon  his  cause  ;  and  that  having 
bitter  complaints  made  to  him  bj 
his  clients  for  delay,  and  finding 
that  the  cause  had  not  been  placed 
in  the  Lord  Chancellor's  **  paper,'' 
according  to  the  Lord  Chancellor'a 
order; — finding  these  things,,  he 
had  been  induced,  on  the  15th  of 
July,  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  the  following  efliect : 
— "  Ware  and  Uorwood.  —  My 
Lord, — My  clients  have  reason  to 
complain  of  the  injury  they  suffer 
by  their  causes  not  keeping  their 
situation  at  the  head  of  your  brd* 
ship's  paper.  Those  causes  have 
been  seven  years  waiting  for  judg- 
ment; they  were  at  the  top*  of 
your  lordship's  paper  two  years  and 
a  half  ago ;  and  I  wish  they  cciiid 
remain  there  until  they  are  decided : 
10,000/.  is  locked  up,  my  lord,  iu 
court  until  these  causes  are  settled. 
It  is  painful  for  me  to  add,  that  I 
have  learned  that  the  infimt  for 
whose  benefit  the  original  suit  in 
these  causes  was  instituted  twenty 
years  ago  has  died  of  a  broken 
heart  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  his  afiairs;  and 
I  have  to  contend,  m  all  delajrs 
now»  against  the  bitter  feeling  of 
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lib  ralatkHM."  The  affidavit  whieb 
he  held,  deposed  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  bad,  hi  consequence, 
given  immediate  direction  to  have 
the  case  reinstated  in  its  former 
position  on  the  paper;  that  the 
case  was  accordingly  brought  on 
speedily  for  hearing,  and  the  de- 
ponent was  thereupon  required  to 
attend  in  bis  lordship's  private 
roomg  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  held  frequent  conversations  as 
to  the  subject  of  drawing  up  the 
decree,  after  judgment  given  in  the 
CQ«rt*  He  had  procured  the  oflice 
copy  of  the  bill  of  costs  put  in  by 
the  eolicitor  who  made  this  af&- 
davat;  he  would  submit  the  facts 
without  any  comments  of  bis  own, 
only  premising  that  the  opposite 
parties  had  been  led  to  suspect, 
and  were  informed  of  the  fact 
subsequently,  of  these  repeated 
audiences,  had  ef  the  Chancellor 
by  one  solicitor  in  the  absence  of 
tbe  other  solicitors  in  the  suit,  by 
the  items  in  this  bill.  It  began 
with  charges  for  attendance,  agree- 
ably to  the  order  of  the  court. 
Then  the  letter  was  charged  in 
these  terms — *'  for  writing  a  long 
letter  to  his  lordship,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  cause,  and  importuning 
particttlar  attention  to  it,  9**  6d. : 
attending  the  court  to  get  the  cause 
reinstated  on  the  paper,  19«.  4J. ; 
attending  tbe  court  at  the  time  of 
hearing  the  petition,  2/."  &c.  It 
happened  well  for  this  felicitous 
man  that  he  was  solicitor  also  for 
one  of  the  defendants  in  the  cause. 
That  which  had  been  denied  to  the 
wishes  of  the  historian — ^the  power 
of  a  divisible  identity — had  been 
kindly  imparted  by  Chancery  to 
solicitor  Dowliog,  against  the  m&- 
Btfest  law  of  nature.  He  was  ena* 
bled  to  represent  several  iudivi* 
duals  in  different  places  at  the  same 


juneture  of  tiiAe,  though  posstesing 
but  one  personal  identity.  Ac-' 
cordingly,  each  of  the  items  was 
accompanied  with  a  corresponding 
fee  for  attendance  upon  the  original 
cause  for  the  other  side.  One  of 
these  items  would  be  almost  in- 
credible to  the  house— '' Attend- 
ing the  Lord  Chancellor  in  his 
private  room,  when  his  lordship 
begged- farther  indulgence  till  to- 
morrow.'* There  were  repeated 
charges  for  attendance  in  his 
lordship*8  private  room  concern- 
ing tbe  decree,  in  which  a  great 
variety  of  observations  were  made 
by  his  lordship  as  to  the  terms 
of  it ;  the  same  fee  being  invari- 
ably charged  for  attendance  in 
the  original  cause.  Having  stated 
tbe  nature  and  quality  of  tbe  at- 
tendances (which  consisted  of  little 
more  than  fixing  the  times  of 
postponement,  and  latterly  trifling 
alterations  in  tbe  terms  of  the 
decree)  he  had  now  only  to  state 
the  gross  charge  for  them  in  the 
bill.  The  sum  was  no  less  in 
amount  than  1000/.  for  these  at- 
tendances alone.  Upon  the  cir- 
cumstance of  this  solicitor  at- 
tending the  private  room  of  the 
court,  without  any  other  solicitor 
in  the  cause  being  present,  be 
would  say  nothing,  but  leave  it 
to  the  reflections  of  those  who 
heard  him.  But  what  must  be 
the  sense  of  that  great,  emi- 
nent, and  powerful  magistrate,  as 
tO'  the  justice  due  to  the  parties, 
that  he  should  have  endured  the 
writing  of  a  letter  to  him  in 
term  upon  a  case  depending? 
Not  only  so,  but  that  he  should, 
to  a  suitor  of  his  court,  or  as 
the  phrase  of  another  jurisdiction 
was,  an  orator  to  this  process, 
pray  for  farther  delay,  and  en- 
treat that  the  time  until  the  morrow 
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ahauld  be  allowed  biox  few  prepara^ 
tioo,-— thi^t  he  Qbould  endure  in 
any  man  t(ie  audacity  af  writing  to 
bim,^  the  highest  oiagistjrate  aa4 
sttl^ect  in  the  state,  to  importune 
ltt»  for  hie  particular  and  partial 
attention  to  the  case  of  one  auiUir 
in  a  cause  ?  These  things  he  must 
leave  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bopse,  without  a  single  comment 
of  hie  own.  It  was  his  duty  next 
to  advert  to^  the  condition  of  the 
only  other  two  courts  from  which 
any  relief  could  he  given  in  equity 
tq>  the  claims  of  suitors,  to  see  if  in 
them  also  the  accumulation  of  bu- 
sinesa  was  of  such  a  kind  as  to 
come  powerfully  in  aid  of  his  con- 
clusion—  that  inquiry  should  be 
made  into  the  causes  of  the  delay. 
It  was  remarked  by  the  late  Lord 
Londonderry,  in  1813,  that  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  was  the  only 
court  in  Westmineter-hall  able  to 
rolieve  in  point  of  equity  from  the 
decisions  of  the  higher  courts. — 
WhaA  he  was  about  to  state  he  did 
QOt  intend  as  an  imputation,  he 
considered  it  only  as  a  misfortune  to 
the  iodivifdual  whom  be  was  abont 
to  name.  Early  in  autumn,  after 
the  return  of  the  professional  gen- 
tlemen from  circuit,  the  heal^th  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  was  known  to 
be  impaire<l,  and  that  illness  had 
been  considerably  iacreeaing  since. 
Tke  Chief  Bajon  had  tt^s  power  to 
sit  apart  from  the  bench  at  which 
he  presided,  to  determine  questioiis 
b  eq«ity.  When  this  branch  of 
the  exchequer  business  became 
thus  interrupted,  it  should  have  de* 
volved  to  the  senior  baron,  who  was 
a  most  respectable  and  able  gen^ 
tUman : ,  but  time  must  do  its 
work  —  this  excellent  man  was 
eigfaty*pne  years  old.  It  would  be 
ooreaaonable  to  require  the  despatch 
of  extraocdinary  husiness  from  that 


honourable  and  aged  penon.  Tiie 
next  in  seniority  was  Bacon  Qae* 
row,  .who,  from  onavoidab^e  cir« 
cumstances,  had  been  absent  fvem 
the  court  since  February  last;  bat 
had  he  been  present,  expert  and 
justly  renowned  as  be  was  in  bm 
knowbdgpa  of  common  law,  it  would 
be  praiae  most  absund,  UBwortiiy, 
and  incradiUe  to  say  of  him  thae 
bis  forte  lay  in  equity  trials. 
The  junior  baron  was  a  respectable 
friend  of  his,  of  intelligence  and 
ability  altogether  unquestionable: 
but  be  was  fresh  in  the  conn, 
and  it  would  be  indecorous  to 
thrust  him  over  the  heads  of 
two  others,  iot  give  judgment 
in  this  separate  branch  of  tiie 
jurisdiction.  Such  was  the  coo* 
dition  of  that  court*  upon  which 
he  would  refrain  from  any  fiur« 
ther  remarks,  excepting  this-*— 
that  he  was  not  certain  but 
that  other  causes,  well  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  house, 
though  he  would  not  stop  to  specify 
them,  might  contribute  towards  ef* 
fecting  the  delay  of  justice.  Them 
was  another  court,  besides  that  of 
the  Vice-chancellor,  which  might 
be  considered  the  legitimate  hand* 
maid  of  equity.  Between  this 
court  and  Chancery  there  was  no 
collision  of  practice.  They  satat 
different  times,  mid  without anj  osii* 
fiision  of  business— whatever  was 
done  in  this  lesser  jurisdiction  must 
be  a  clear  gain — it  did  naUy  as* 
ust  in  ridding  that  accumulalioBs 
of  causes,  wl^ch  no  learnings  no 
aUlity,  no  perseverance  could 
work  throiig)^.  But  he  had  this 
to  state  respecting  the  Rolls* 
Court,  that  between  the  time  of 
Sir  W.  Grant  sitting  there  am) 
that  of  the  present  master,  tfaeie 
was  ^a  very  considerable-  differ- 
ence ;  insenmch  that  he  had  been 
informed 
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iofonuad  by  practitumere  that  there 
««8  a  falling  off  in  the  efficient 
business  of  the  court-*some   al- 
leging that  one-fourth,  others  not 
eae-feenfch  part  of  the  business  was 
performed    now,    compared    with 
the  times  of  Sir  W.  Grant.     Of 
that  excellent  judge,  he  could  not 
pfesume  to  speak  in  terms  of  suf- 
ficient praise.     The  patience  he 
exercised  in  examining,  was  no  less 
than  his  firmness  and  promptitude 
in  decision.     But  one  feature  in  his 
eooduct,  which  proved  the  excek 
fence  6f  his  mind,  was  this— that 
he  did  not  wait  till  years  had  ma«* 
oi^Bsted  to  all  men  the  infirmities 
wincfa   he  knew    would  overtake 
bin.     He  retired  with  all  his  ho- 
Bonrs    fresh    and  blooming  upon 
faim,  at  a  time  when  no  one  sua* 
pected  in  him  even  the  approach  of 
decay.  By  that  departure*  as  much 
as  by  the  excellence  of  his  judicial 
eeodoct   in    examining,    and    his 
prompt  decisions,  he    had  set  a 
bright  example  to  his  brethren  on 
aU  the  benches,  which  those  amoog 
them  who  vahwd  the  real  honour 
of  their  employments  would  gladly 
liUow.      These  accumulations  in 
the  Courts  of  Exche<}ner  and  the 
Roils  suggested  additional  reasons 
fiir  carrying  the  motiim,  which  he 
had  to  propose,  into  efiect.    In  the 
Exebeqoer    Court  there  was  an 
anear  of  170  causes  at  the  end  of 
tbe  term.    The  late  Chief  Baron 
had  sat  and  very  assiduously  dis- 
charged the  business  of  equity,  and 
the  coneequeoce  was,  that  from  the 
finnaess  of  his  deotsioos  and  the 
despateh  together,  a  great  portion 
of  the  censes  died  a  natural  death, 
and  dropped  out  of  the  paper.     He 
next  directed  the  attention  of  the 
house  to  the  jnris^ctbn  of  appeals^ 
which  formed  a  joint  ground  for 
going  into  the  inquiry  sought  by 


his  motion.  He  began  with  the 
case  of  Scotch  appeals,  of  which 
it  appeared  that  there  were,  be-* 
tween  1313  and  1 83S,  fbe  follow- 
ing luimbers: — ^^91  beard;  14f5 
affirmed ;  62  reversed  ;  80  remit- 
ted to  the  courts  for  consideration 
on  fresh  facts ;  two  altered.  Upon 
the  total,  it  appeared  that  the  num- 
ber of  these  appeals,  compared 
with  appeals  from  the  English 
courts,  was  as  Avq  to  one.  It  might 
form  a  very  proper  subject  for  in- 
quiry in  the  committee^  if  the  con« 
stitution  and  appointments  in  the 
courts  which  furnished  so  strang^s 
aa  accumulation  of  appeals  from 
their  jurisdiction,  had  not  some  de- 
fects which  contributed  to  this 
result.  The  fact  that  the  numbers 
affirmed  to  those  reversed,  or  sent 
back  on  some  ground  or  other, 
were  as  14^  to  144,  gave  consi- 
derable force  to  that  suggestion. 
He  had  said  that  he  would  reserve 
the  department  of  the  Vice-chan- 
cellor for  a  s^arate  consideration., 
The  question  respecting  that  ju- 
risdiction was  before  the  house  in 
1813;  and  he  believed  that  no 
gentleman  who  had  the  recollectioo 
of  the  debate  on  his  mind,  together 
with  the  subsequent  experience 
upon  it,  would  now  advise  waiting 
for  the  decision  of  the  other  bouse, 
or  recommend  the  Commons  agaio 
to  guide  their  decisions  by  the  wis.-, 
dom  of  that  body.  The  bill  foe 
the  erection  of  the  Yioe-ChanceU 
lor's  court  was  introduced  into  the 
house  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Lon- 
donderiy.  It  waa  opposed  by  the 
powerful  talents  and  piercing  wit 
of  the  right  honourable  secretary 
opposite,  who  exerted  himself  to 
the  utmost  to  explode  it  from  the 
table.  The  right  hon.  gent,  had 
very  truly  prognosticated  that  it 
would  turn  out  to  be  a  bill  for 
causing 
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causing  all  causes  in  Chancery  to 
be  heard  twice  over.  The  late 
Sir  S.  Romilly  had  opp^ised  it,  with 
the  force  of  his  profound  wisdom  ; 
he  said  that  the  true  title  of  tlie 
bill  was  '*  A  bill  to  give  the  Lord 
Chancellor  leisure,  and  tf)  give  the 
suitors  the  right  of  iappeal  in  his 
lordship's  court."  I'he  present 
Vice-Chancetlor,  much  to  his  ho- 
nour, had  given  his  strongest  oppo- 
sition to  it.  The  arguments  and 
too  prophetic  predictions  of  these 
great  persons  were  all  in  vain. 
The  house  legislated  on  suggestions 
furnished  from  the  other  house: 
they  did  indeed  legislate,  but  it  was 
only  to  legislate  again  upon  the 
effects  of  their  own  error.  To  that 
bill  there  was  this  distinct  and  un- 
answerable objection— that  it  had 
failed  in  the  object  for  which  It 
was  proposed,  and  had  produced 
incalculable  mischief.  The  result 
which  he  offered,  from  all  that  he 
had  advanced,  was  this: — If  the 
house  could  not  at  the  time  reach 
to  that  prophetic  and  prescient 
knowledge  which  had  been  dis- 
played by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
by  his  late  lamented  friend,  and  by 
the  Vice-Chancellor,  at  least  let 
them  claim  that  every-day  sort  of 
wisdom,  that  hofnely  intelligence, 
which  would  prevent  them  from 
felling  into  the  unpitied  situation 
of  being  caught  in  the  same  snare 
— not  to  legislate  on  the  knowledge 
of  others,  and  without  taking  any 
light  from  the  experience  within 
their  reach  to  ^uide  them.  He 
strongly  defended  the  necessity  of 
investigating  the  evil,  and  dis- 
covering the  remedy  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  house.  He  bad  now 
discharged  his  duty  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  having  refrained,  as 
much  as  the  subject  would  allow, 
from  any  statements  likely  to  be 


injuriott*  to  the  feelings  of  any 
parties,  and  without  disguising 
those  circumstances  which  it  was 
material  for  the  house  to  know. 
He  then  moved--*'  That  a  select 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  arrears  of  cases  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  and  the  appel- 
lant jurisdictions,  and  also  Co  in- 
quire into  causes  of  the  arrears, 
and  to  report  thereon  to  the  house." 
The  Attorney-GentraU  adverting 
to  the  promises  given  by  his  htm* 
and  learned  friend  in  the  introduc- 
tion, felt  rather  diaappoiuted  at 
finding  that  he  rested  his  case  al* 
most  entirely  on  a  personal  attack 
against  the  chief  magistrate  and 
justice  in  the  land.  He  disowned 
the  knowledge  of  any  measures  of 
the  nature  hinted  at  by  his  hon. 
friend  in  the  upper  house.  The 
arrangement  about  to  take  effect 
for  despatch  in  Scotch  appeals  was 
a  measure  by  no  means  of  the 
character  surmised  by  his  hoiu 
friend.  He  would  prove  to  the 
house  that  there  was  no  ground 
for  the  motion — ^that  there  was  no 
arrear  of  business  of  the  .nature 
described  by  his  hon.  friend,  and 
that  the  erection  of  the  Viee<^ 
Chancellor's  court  had  not  caused 
an  accumulation  of  business.  That 
there  was  an  increase  of  busineBft, 
he  admitted,  because  there  was  an 
increase  of  population,  an.increaee 
of  wealth,  and  a  consequent  in* 
crease  of  litigation.  He  objected 
to  the  attacks  upon  the  judges  of 
the  land,  which  at  least  ought  to 
have  been  preceded  by  such  a  no- 
tice as  would  have  given  them  the 
opportunity  for  preparing  their 
friends  with  information  for  their 
defence.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  the  errors  in  the  calculations 
made  by  his  honourable  friend  in 
regard  to  the  number  of  cases  de* 
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tided  in  the  Court  of  Cliancery. 
He  had  heard  his  honoorable  friend 
flay  nothing  of  the  lunatic  petitions, 
of  the  motions,  or  of  the  business 
in  banlcruptcies.  (Mr.  Williams 
said  he  had  mentioned  the  motions.) 
But  his  honourable  friend  had  said 
nothing  whatever  of  lunatic  peti- 
tions. How  stood  the  fact  ?  Lord 
Hardwicke,  in  ten  years,  had  de« 
tided  on  484  lunatic  petitions.  The 
])resent  Lord  Chancellor,  in  ten 
years,  had  decided  2450  lunatic 
petitions.  Were  these  to  be  con- 
sidered matters  of  course?  (Mr. 
Williams  said  they  would  become 
so.)  His  honourable  friend  thought 
that  lunatic  petitions  might  be- 
come matters  of  course.  If  that 
were  really  his  opinion,  he  could 
know  little  of  the  subject  of  lu- 
nacy, which  involved  some  of  the 
mt)st  intrieate  considerations  of 
law ;  and,  as  he  was  reminded  by 
his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
near  him,  were  the  more  scrupu- 
lously attended  to  by  the  Chancel- 
lor, because  in  those  cases  there 
was  no  appeal  from  his  judgment. 
He  was  somewhat  surprised  that 
his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
had  never  once  adverted  to  the 
subject  of  bankrupt  petitions. 
Some  of  these  were  decided  by 
the  Vice-Chancellor,  but  all  those 
which  were  of  importance  were 
heard  and  decided  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  He  should  now  pro« 
ceed  to  state  the  quantity  of  busi* 
ness  which  had  been  done  in  the 
courts,  and  would  leave  the  house 
to  say  whether  the  attack  which 
had  been  made  upon  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  his  delay  in  the 
decision  of  cases  was  justifiable  or 
notP  In  the  year  1820  the  Lord 
Chancellor  heard  136  bankrupt 
petitions,  and  the  Vice-Chancellor 
396.   In  1821  the  Lord  Chancellor 


heard  l03,andthdVice-CbanceUor 
449.  Up  to  Easter-term,  1823, 
the  Lord  Chancellor  beaitl  164, 
and  the  Vice-Chancellor  4f65, 
From  the  year  1813  to  the  present 
period,  5820  bankrupt  petitions 
bad  been  disposed  of,  and  of  these 
the  greater  part  had  been  heard 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor.  When 
his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
stated  that  these  petitions  were 
twice  heard,  he  was  mistaken ; 
because  it  was  only  when  cases 
were  of  high  importance,  and  the 
parties  had  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  the  decision  of  the  Vic^ 
Chancellor,  that  they  went  before 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  case  of 
Howard  and  Gibbs,  to  take  a  re- 
cent example,  was  one  of  those  to 
which  he  alluded.  This  case  alone 
had  occupied  many  days.  When« 
therefore,  the  number  of  cases  din- 
posed  of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
was  spoken  of,  it  should  not  be  taken  ^ 
numerically,  but  with  tv  reference 
to  the  intricacy  and  the  number  of 
points  which  the  cases  involved, 
and  which  of  course  required  more 
discussion  and  deliberation  than 
cases  of  an  ordinary  description. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
Court  had  only  had  the  efiect  of 
making  causes  to  be  heard  twice: 
this  objection  might  be  applied 
also  to  the  Rolls,  llie  law  had 
provided,  wiselv  he  thought,  that 
the  subject  should  have  this  right : 
the  same  principle  applied  to  the 
appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords ; 
and  if  it  should  ever  be  taken 
away,  the  consequence  would  be» 
that  the  table  of  the  house  must 
groan  under  petitions.  An  objec- 
tion bad  been  made  to  the  practice 
of  appeals  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
because  they  were,  in  point  of  fact, 
only  appeals  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor 
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eellor  in  oiii»  place  to  the  Lonf 
Chancellor  in  another;    bnt  this 
was  rather  asserted  than  proved. 
A  case  had  happened,  even  during 
the  present  session,  which  would 
show  that  this  was  by  no  means 
the  case.     Sir  W.  Grant,  the  late 
Master  of  the  KoUs,    having  de^ 
tided  upon  a  cause  in   which  an 
appeal  had  afterwards  been  lodged 
tn  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Court,  the 
Chancellor  decided  in  favour  of  the 
Master's  decree ;  and  yet^  upon  a 
further   appeal  to   the  House  of 
I/>rds,  their  lordships  reversed  both 
those    decisions,      h    could    not, 
tliereforei  be  said  that  the  subject 
bad  no  redress  by  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Loirds.     Since  the  esta« 
bfisbment  of  the  Vice-Chancelbr's 
Court,  2932  causes  had  been  heard 
in  it.      Did  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  mean  to  say  that  all  these 
had  been  heard  again  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,    and   that  the    Vice» 
Chancellor  was  a  mere  stepping* 
stone   to    the    Lord   Chancellor? 
That  the  number  of  appeals  had 
increased  was  quite  true  ;  but  the 
^use  iitras,  that  the  business  had 
increased.     Was  it  no  relief  to  the 
suitors    that  nearly  3000  causes 
had  hten  heard  by  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor  since  1813,  which  could  not 
have    been  heard    by  any    other 
means?     It  was  not  for  him  (the 
Attorney-General)  to    panegyri2e 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  had 
been  spoken  of;    that    would   be 
equally  useless  and  unnecessary  on 
the  present  occasion ;  but  be  would 
say  that  no  man  could  have  pro* 
ceeded  with  more  despatch  than  he 
had  done.     He  had  neard  in  the 
cdnrse  of  ten  years  1350  excep*- 
tions  aAd  fiirther  direcnons,   475 
pleas  and    demurrers,  2987  peti- 
tions, and  l6,000  motions.     The 
hoove   would  not    say  tiie  Lord 


Chancellor  had    been  idle,  when 
they  learnt  that  for  the  ten  years 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  upon  an 
average    disposed    of     150  bank- 
rupt petitions,    250  lunatic   peti- 
tions, 580  motions,  450  cause  pe- 
titions, and  47  causes  and  appeals. 
When  he   talked  of  motions,   he 
would  not  have  it  supposed  that 
they  were  motions  of  course.     He 
spoke  in  the  hearing  of  many  per- 
sons who  practised  in  the  court, 
and  they  would  bear  him  out  when 
he  said  that   many  of  these  mo- 
tions went  to  decide  the  hXe  of  the 
cause.     In   injunctions   the  whole 
merit  of  the  case  was  decided  upon 
motion.    The    same   observation, 
too,'  would  apply  to  petitions.     In 
petitions,  by  way  of  appeal  from 
the     Rolls    or    Vice-Chancellor's 
Court,    the  whole  merits  of  tlie 
cause  were  in  discussion,  and  a  do* 
cision  often  pronounced  upon  the 
petition.   He  trusted  this  statement 
would  satisfy  the  house  that  the 
Vice-Chancellor's  Court  had  ope- 
rated greatly  to  the  relief  of  the 
suitor,  while  the  option  of  appeal 
was  satisfactory  and  useful  when 
parties  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
decision  of  their  causes.     His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  said   that  the 
business  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
was  formerly  well  conducted    by 
one  judge ;  but  he  had  not  stated 
in  what  proportion  the  business  had 
increased  since  the  period  to  which 
he  referred.     If  he  had  said  that 
the  arrears  were  then  as  much  in 
amount  as  was  now  disposed  of  by 
the  Vice-chancellor,  he  would  not 
have  been  far  wrong.    The  increase 
in  the  number  of  bills  filed  would 
best  show  this.     In   1801    the|[e 
were  filed  1445;  in  1805,   1531; 
in  1810,  1793;  in  1822,  2489; 
and  in  the  last  year  there  bad  been 
already  1058»    Hia  hooourable  md 
learned 
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lifuiied  fnmdf  toeing,  as  be  tmstad 
hp  had  shoWQ,  not  borne  out  in  his 
statement  that  the  Vice-Cbancel- 
Wt  Conrt  was  of  no  uee^  had  en- 
deavoured  by  mentioning  certain 
causes  to  make  out  the  charge  of 
delay.     Feeling  that  a  graver  or 
more  important  topic  could  not  be 
submitted  to  the  house,  he  should 
proceed  to  notice  some  of  these. 
The  first  was  that  of  ^*  Brown  and 
De  Taslet,"  which  had  been  origi- 
nally determined  by  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls.     It  would  be  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  detail  the  particulars  of 
the  case;  but  he  would  state  that 
the  expenses  of  a  reference  to  the 
Master,  which  upon  the  hearing  of 
the  appeal  the  Chancellor  ^had  di- 
rected)  amounted  to  500/.,  while 
the  result  of  that  reference  fixed 
Mr.  De  Tastet  with  the  payment 
of  63,000/.    To  this  report,  which 
bad  been  made  with  great  care  and 
ability  by  Master  Stephen,  Mr.  De 
Tastet  had,  in  the  language  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  excepted ;  the 
Vice « Chancellor's    decision    upon 
these    exceptions    was     appealed 
against,  and   ultimately  the  Lord 
Cbaacellor  had  sent  the  accounts 
again  to  another  Master,  the  ho* 
Bourabie  member  for  £jfeter(Mr, 
Conrtenay).     The  cause  of  *'  FiU 
lingham   and    Bromley,"    it   was 
aaid,   bad    been   hung    op    many 
years  ;  but  this  was  the  faalt  of 
the  suitors,  not  of  the  Chancellor. 
Though  he  (the  Attorney-General) 
was  not  in  the  cause  of  **  Whit- 
church and  liolwortfay,'*  he  hap^ 
pened  to  be  acquninted  with  the 
fMuticulare  of  it,  and  be  knew  that 
it  involved  many  conflicting  deci* 
aions^  and  was  one  of  great  nicety* 
The  question  waS|  whether  the  lord 
of  a  copyhold  manor  had  a  right  to 
cot  timber  on  the  estates  of  tenante 
holding  for  life!    The  house  would 


see  that  ihis  was  a  question  of  itm 
portance.  Lord  Holt  had  pro- 
nounced a  decision  in  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  the  validity  of 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  doubted. 
The  case  of  **  Powel  and  Sergeant'' 
was  one  of  a  demurrer,  and  the 
house  must  remember  that  a  de* 
murrer  in  Chancery  was  very  dif- 
ferent from  a  demurrer  in  a  court 
of  law  :  in  the  former  it  tried  the 
right  of  the  plaintiff  to  relief* 
^*  Ware  and  Horwood"  was  a  case 
which  had  been  often  heard  of  be* 
fore  ;  and  if  his  learned  friend 
wished  to  amuse  himself  by  <Mving 
into  equity  reports,  he  could  fur- 
nish him  with  two  or  three  hours' 
reading  of  the  reports  of  this  case» 
His  learned  friend  bad  objected  to 
the  charges  of  attorneys  ibr  attend- 
ing the  courts  when  they  were 
there  on  other  business  ;•  but  he 
would  ask  him  whether  this  was 
not  the  usual  practice  in  the  pro- 
iession,  and  whether  attorneys  who 
had  more  causes  than  one  at  the 
assizes,  did  not  always  charge  for 
each  of  them  ?  Hie  learned  friend 
had  stated  that  the  bill  for  attend^ 
ances  alone  amounted  to  lOOO/w 
So  far  from  this  being  the  foct,  the 
whole  bill  was  only  1000/.,  and 
the  charge  for  attendances  allowed 
by  the  master  amounted  to  little 
more  than  100/.  The  total  sum 
taxed  and  allowed  was  only  561/* 
Another  charge  had  been  made 
against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  of 
having  pronounced  a  decree  at  the 
instigation  of  one  party,  behind  the 
back^  and  without  proper  intinia<» 
tion,  of  the  other.  He  knew  well 
the  practice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
in  cases  of  such  importance :  it 
was  his  custom  to  hand  out  die 
minutes  of  the  decree  for  tfaei»- 
formation  of  the  parties,  before  be 
pronounced  it ;   acd   he   had  no 
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doubt  he  had  done  bo  in.  this  case. 
The  noble  and  learned  lord  wanted 
no  justification  ;  no  man  could  im- 
peach the  integrity  with  which  he 
discharged  his  important  office; 
and  this  was  the  first  time  that  he 
(the  Attorney-General)  had  ever 
heard  it  insinuated  that  his  lord- 
ship's conduct,  in  or  out  of  court, 
was  open  to  distrust.  His  learned 
friend,  not  content  with  the  attack 
which  he  had  made  upon  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  had  extended  it  also 
to  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  It 
was  true,  that  the  Lord  Chief  Ba- 
ron having  been  afflicted  with  a 
severe  illness,  at  the  end  of  Mi- 
chaelmas-term, had  been  compelled 
to  absent  himself  from  his  court ; 
but  he  had  since  resumed  his  du- 
ties, and  had  discharged  his  duties 
during  the  whole  of  the  last  term. 
Would  it  be  said,  then,  that  the 
temporary  illness  of  one  of  the 
judges  had  caused  any  serious  delay 
to  the  «uitors  ?  Some  allusion  had 
also  been  made  to  the  age  and  in- 
firmities of  another  learned  person, 
who  had  retired ;  but  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  neither  had  pre- 
vented him  from  the  discharge  of 
his  function.  It  had  been  objected, 
that  the  Barons  Garrow  and  Bul- 
lock, not  being  eqiuty  lawyers, 
were  unfit  to  decide  upon  causes  in 
the  Exchequer ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  it  was  a  court  of 
law  as  well  as  of  equity,  and  that 
it  had  always  been  usual  to  have 
two  judges  versed  in  each  of  those 
points.  The  ill  health  of  the  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls  was  certainly  a 
very  painful  subject ;  but  his  learn- 
ed friend  could  not  state  that  aa 
any  public  ground  upon  which  his 
motion  should  be  recommended. 
The  subject  of  appeals  was  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  of  Lords.   As  to  the  Scotch 


appeals,  he  would  venture,  to  say; 
there  never  was  a  time  when  they 
had  been  more  properly  and  satia- 
&ctorily  h^ard.  Whatever  cause, 
however,  there  might  be  for  inquiry 
into  the  number  pf  Scotch  appeals, 
and  the  way  in  which  they  were 
heard,  that  could  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Vice -Chancellor's 
Court.  The  increase  of  business 
in  1815  showed  that  his  learned 
friend  was  mistaken  in  his  opinion. 
It  was  felt  Chat  no  single  judge 
was  competent  to  discharge,  the 
duty  which  devolved  on  the  Court 
of  Chancery  ;  and,  in  consequence, 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court  wa9 
established  in  181)^.  But  his 
learned  friend  had  argued,  that 
the  business  of  the  suitors  was  so 
much  delayed,  as  to  rende(r  an  in* 
quiry  necessary.  But  how  stood 
the  fact  ?  Why,  the  causes  now 
set  down  for  hearing,  were  only  of 
the  date  of  the  last,  or  of  the  pre- 
ceding term.  His  learned  friend 
had  wholly  flailed  in  showing  that 
there  was  a  culpable  arrear  of  bu- 
siness; and,  therefore,  he  had  failed 
in  establishing  a  just  ground  for 
an  inquiry.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech,  his  learned  friend  had  ar- 
gued, that  no  measure,  with  respect 
to  Scotch  appeals,  ought  to  be  re* 
ceived  in  that  house,  without  a 
previous  inquiry :  but  would  it  not 
be  better  if  he  waited  for  the  result 
of  the  inquiry  iif  the  other  house^ 
before  he  urged  that  point?  There 
was  an  inquiry  going  on  there,  with 
respect  to  Scotch  appeab;  and  it 
must  be  allowed  that  that  was  the 
most  proper  place  for  proceeding 
with  such  an  inquiry.  When  this 
was  the  case,  when  the  other  bouse 
had  determined  to  examine  the  sub- 
ject, surely  an  inquiry  of  the  na^ 
ture  sugg^ted  by  his  learned  friend 
would  be  introduced  a  little  un- 
necessarily 
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neceesarily  into  the  Ilpuse  of  Com- 
mons. If  hi«  learned  friend  wished, 
in  bringing  forward  this  motion,  to 
state  his  oprion  of  the  noble  per- 
son at  the  head  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  an  opportunity  for  doing 
«o  bad  been  afforded  to  him ;  and 
beyond  ail  question  he  had  taken 
ample  advantage  of  it.  He,  bow- 
ever,  viewed  the  exertions  of  that 
noble  person  in  a  light  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  his  learned  friend. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  Lord 
.  Chancellor  bad  done  as  UMich  busi- 
ness as  could  possibly  be  expected 
;&om  any  man.  Observing  no  ar- 
rear  that  might  not  fairly  be  ex- 
pected— knowing,  as  he  did,  that 
jth^  subject  of  Scotch  ap|>eals,  which 
had  been  scarcely  adverted  to  by 
his  learned  friend,  was  a  matter  of 
inquiry  in  the  other  bouse,  be  ob- 
jected to  this  motion  as  unnecessary, 
and  be  would  sit  down  determined 
to  oppose  it  altogether. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tat/lor  and  Mr,  Den- 
man  afterwards  supported  the  mo- 
tion. Mr.  H.  G,  Bennet  proposed 
to  adjourn  the  debate  till  Friday, 
which  was  negatived  by  133  against 
4S*  ^f^  Denman  moved  that  it  be 
adjourned  until  to-morrow,  which 
>7as  agreed  to. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  disposed  of,  and  ihh  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  LordSf  June  5. — 
A  person  from  the  court  of  Great 
Session  in  Wales  presented  returns 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  tried 
from  1812  to  18£3,  the  number  of 
attornies  practising,  the  number  of 
causes  tried,  and  the  number  of 
bills  filed  ill  Chancery  during  the 
same  period. 

The  house  went  into  the  farther 
ronsideration  of  the  report  on  the 
marriage  law  amendment  bill,  and 


several  verbal  amendments  were 
proposed  and  agreed  to. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  said, 
he  took  the  present  opportunity  of 
placing  on  their  lordships'  table 
a  bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
afford  relief  to  dissenters  from  the 
church  of  England  in  respect  to 
the  solemnization  of  their  mar- 
riages. He  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  now  read  a  first  time  and 
be  printed,  and  read  a  second  time 
this  day  se*nnight. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read 
the  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
printtd. 

I'he  noble  marquis  also  gave 
jiotice,  that  on  Monday  next  he 
should  move  the  second  reading  of 
the  Irish  grand  jury  presentment 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Donaughmore  o\h 
served,  that  this  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  which  had  been 
before  their  lordships  last  session, 
but  the  bill  then  proposed  did  not 
meet  their  approbation ;  as  be  had 
taken  pait  in  the  discussions  on 
that  bill,  he  should  take. the  op- 
portunity, on  the  second  reading,  of 
stating  how  far  the  present  bill 
differed  from  that,  and  what  part 
remained  as  objectionable  as  the 
original  measure. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  Juae  5. — 
On  the  motion  of  Sir  N.  CoU^ 
hurstf  the  Irish  election  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Dawson  brought  in  the  me- 
tropolis gas  reRulation  bill,  which 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald  presented  a 

petition  from  the  freeholders  of  the 

county   of  Clare,  praying  for  the 

S  favourable 
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favourable  attention  of  the  legislature 
to  the  linen  manufacture  of  Ireland : 
they  also .  prayed  for  a  national 
premium  on  the  growth  of  flax. 

On  the  motion  of  Colonel  Wood, 
leave. was  given  to  biing  in  a  bill 
to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
settlement  of  the  poor. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  G.  Cock- 
hum,  the  London-bridge  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Littleton^  presented  a  pe^ 
tition  from  Stafford,  in  favour  of 
the  establishment  of  courts  for 
the  more  easy  recovery  of  small 
debts. 

Mr,  Curteis  presented  a  petition 
from  certain  owners  and  occupiers 
of  land  near  Lewes,  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  a 
proportion  of  the  malt  duty. 

Lord  Cranbome  wished  to  know 
whether  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  the  committal  of  the  sale 
of  game  bill ;  those  who  meant  to 
^pose  the  bill  could  do  so  on  a  fu- 
ture d^y. 

Mr,  Brougham  saw  no  objection 
to  the  course  proposed,  although  he 
would  say  that  the  modifications 
must  be  considerable  which  could 
reconcile  him  to  the  measure. 

The  bill  was  then  committed  pro 
forma,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  farther  consideration  on 
Monday  next. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Herries, 
the  brimstone  drawback  act  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Goulburn, 
the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hutchinson    intimated   his 


intention  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  house,  to-morrow,  to  the 
necessity  of  increasing  the  ftinds 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  for  carrying  on  public 
works.  It  wa»  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, in  the  present  state  of  Ire-- 
land,  that  all  possible  means  should 
be  furnished  for  the  employment 
of  the  labouring  classes,  who  were 
at  present  exposed  to  great  dis- 
tress. 

Mr.  Abercromhy  presented  a  pe- 
tition   from    the   householders    of 
Inverness,  in  favour  of   the  trial 
by  jury  bill  in  Scotland,  now  be-, 
fore  the  house.  •     • 

Mr.  Benett  presented  a  petition 
from  Robert  Gourlny,  and  other 
persons  in  Wiltshire,  complaining 
of  the  distressed  situation  of  the 
peasantry,  and  the  impossibility  of 
their  educating  their  children. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ricardo, 
accounts  were  ordered  of  the  nattt- 
ber  of  men  employed  on  •  board  the 
East  India  and  China  ships  which 
entered  the  port  of  London  within 
the  last  two  years,  specifying  the 
tonnage  of  the  shipping,  and  the 
number  of  the  crews  who  were 
Lascars. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Herries,  an 
estimate  was  ordered  of  the  expense 
of  building  the  Menai  bridge. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Herries^ 
the  post-horse  farming  duty  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Denman  presented  a  petition 
from  certain  stage-coach  owners 
against  the  clause  in  the  bill  for 
legalizing  the  sale  of  game,  which 
provides  that  stage-coach  owners 
should  make  entries  of  the  game 
which  they  carried,  or  they  would 
render  themselves  liable  to  inspec* 
tion. 

Mr. 
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Mr*  DenmsM  prabented  a  peti- 
tion /rooi  several  raevebants  and 
importers  of  barilla.  The  honouri^ 
able  member  stated,  that  previoiialy 
teethe  last  session,  the  duty  on  the 
importation  of  barilla  hid  been 
11/.  per  ton.,  but  last  session  an 
aet  was  passed  which  reduced  the 
d«ty  to  5L5s.  The  kelp  manu« 
factnrers  of  Scotland  had  sent  a 
Rwraorial  to  the  Treasury,  praying 
that  the  duty  might  be  raised  again, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  understand  that 
the  Treasary  was  inclined  to  lend 
»  favoorabb  ear  to  the  request. 
The  petitioners  prayed  thai  the 
question  might  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  expedient  to  raise  the  present 
duty  on  barilla. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Denman^ 
tiM  order  of  the  day  for  resaming 
tlie  adjourned  debate  on  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's  motion  for  a  *'  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  arrear  of 
business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  the  appellant  juhsdittion  of  the 
HoQse  of  Lords,  and  the  causes 
thereof,"  was  read — 

The  motion  was  agara  read  from 
the  chair,  and  no  member  imme- 
diaitely  presenting  himself  to  8peak> 
stiwigdrs'  wei^  ordered  to  with<- 
dmw,  when 

Mr^  Demnan  rose.  He  could 
mit,  he  said,  in  any  degree  regret 
tbvcowse  which  he  had  adopted 
last  night  in  sapporting  the  ad- 
Jonmment  of  the  question  till  this 
My,  in  order  that  the  subject 
fliig^  be  fully  gone  into  before  the 
lioJiBe  onme  to  a  decision  upon  it. 
He'  was  sslisfied  Uiat  if  they  de- 
cided before  farther  and  better  in- 
lormadon'  was  given  than  had  been 
ailhrded  last  night  in  the  speeches 
of  hon*  gentlemen  opposite,  it  would 
affiird  a  just  cause  of  very  general 
d«ic6i)iienl  iw  the  coimtry.    To  him 


it  appeared  that  the  perspicfuous 
statements  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
frieod  (Mr.  J.  Williams)  who  made 
the  motion,  were  by  no  means  satis- 
factorily answered  by  the  speech  of 
the  Atterney-general ;  but  even 
assuming  that  the  hon.  and  leaMed 
gentleman  (the  Attom^-gensrai) 
had  given  a  satisfactory  eSKplanation 
of  the  case,  there  were  still  unan^ 
swered  the  additional  and  impor- 
tant facts  contained  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon*  member  for  Durham 
(Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor),  who  hadgiveh 
so  much  of  his  attention  to  this 
important  subject  —  who  had  so 
often  moved  for  committers  of  in- 
quiry into  it,  and  who  had  wit- 
nessed the  tricks  and  stratagems  by 
which  his  object  bad  been  defeated. 
The  additional  facts  stated  by  his 
hon.  friend,  he  repeated,  called  for 
an  answer  from  hon.  gentleAaen 
opposite,  and  particularly  as  they 
erroneously  seemed  to  think  that 
the  statements  made  on  his  (Mr. 
Denman's)  side  of  the  house  im^ 
i>licated  the  personal  as  well  as 
judicial  character  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  The  hon.  member 
then  went  into  a  detail  of  other 
cases,  and  spoke  at  great  length  in 
support  of  the  motion. 

Mr,  W.  Courtenap  opposed  if. 
Mr.  Abercromhy  spoke  in  favour  of 
jthe' motion, asdid also  Mr.  Scarlett 
and  Mr.  Brovgkank. 

Mr.  fVethtrtU  and  the  SoticiM 
General  spoke  on  the  other  side, 

When  the  house  divided  : — For 
the  motion,  89^ — Against  it,  I^. 

The  other  ordets  of  the  day  were 
disposed  of,  and  the  honse  adjourn- 
ed at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

House  o/Lords^  Jane  6.— ^-A  per- 
son from  the  East  India  House 
presented  the  return  of  pension^ 
granted  by  the  Company;  also 
an  account  of  the  "ttnnuai  revenues 
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of   the    fteveral    Presidenciee    in 
India. 

Mr.  P.  Moore f  accompanied  by 
other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  metro- 
polis gas  light  regulation  bill. 

Viscount  Granville  presented  a 
petition  from  the  manufacturers  of 
various  towns  in  Staffordshire, 
praying  for  a  more  speedy  mode  of 
recovering  small  debts. 

The  Earl  of  Danoughmore  pre^ 
sented  a  petition  from  the  clerks  of 
the  peace  of  Cavan,  Galway,  Kil- 
kenny, Tyrone,  Westmeath,  and 
other  places  (ten  in  the  whole), 
against  the  Irish  Grand  Jury  pre- 
sentment bill. 

The  masters  and  apprentices'  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  and 
was  reported  with  amendments. — 
Adjoured. 

House  of  Commons,  June  6.^— 
Mr,  Curwen  presented  a  petition 
from  Cumberland,  complaining  of 
agricultural  (^istress,  and  recom- 
mending to  the  attention  of  the  le- 
gislature,  the  propriety,  by  some  re- 
gulation respecting  Irish  and  Scotch 
spirits,  of  encouraging  a  greater 
consumption  of  barley,  which, 
while  it  repressed  smuggling,  and 
the  consumption  of  foreign  spirits, 
would  assist  the  internal  commerce 
of  the  country. 

Mr,  Blackburne  presented  two 
petitions  from  the  innkeepers  and 
publicans  of  Manchester  and  Sal- 
ford,  against  the  insolvent  debtors' 
act,  and  the  beer  duties  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Kennedy^ 
the  Scotch  transference  of  securi- 
ties bill  went  through  a  committee. 
— The  report  on  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate of  Scotland,  the  Scotch  con- 
firmations and  commissaries  bills 
were  severally  committed. — The 
reports  on  Monday. 


Mr,  Brogden  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  Iiondon-bridge  ad- 
vance of  money  bill. 

Mr.  Hume  inquired  whether  the 
150,000/.  which  was  to  be  ad-» 
vanced  for  new  London-bridge,  was 
intended  as  a  gift  or  a  loan  7  i 

Mr,  Brogden  replied,  that  it  was 
intended  not  as  a  loan,  but  as  an  ad- 
vance, up<in  the  same  principle  as 
other  advances  of  the  public  money 
for  carrying  on  national  works  of 
general  utility. 

Mr,  Hume  said,  that  if  the  prin- 
ciple were  once  recognised  for 
London-bridge,  he  could  not  see 
what  objection  could  be  made  to  a 
similar  claim  for  bridges  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Alderman  fVood  said  that 
the  new  bridge  was  not  alone  for 
the  benefit  of  the  city  of  London, 
but  of  the  country  at  large— «ven 
the  constituents  of  his  hon.  friend 
would  bene  fit  by  it,  in  the  improved 
condition  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  He  begged  his  hon.  friend 
to  recollect  that  this  money  was 
not  to  be  paid  at  once — ^the  first 
advance  was  not  to  exceed  10,000/. 
and  the  subsequent  advances  were 
to  be  ftOfiOOL  a-year,  for  seven 
years.  The  corporation  of  London 
were  to  contribute  all  in  their 
power,  and  they  could  >do  no 
more — they  were  to  give  nearly 
200,000/.  which  was  in  their 
hands,  and  to  liaise  400,000/.  more 
by  mortgage. 

Mr.  H,  Sumner  said  that  the 
advance  must  necessarily  be  in  the 
form  of  a  contribution,  and  not  of 
a  loan.  The  corporation,  as  bad 
been  already  said,  were  willing  to 
go  as  far  as  their  funds  permitted, 
and  nobody  could  deny  either  the 
necessity  of  the  work,  or  its  ge- 
neral advantage.  ^ 

Mr,  Ricardo  concurred  with  his 
hon. 
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boo.  frieod  (Mr.  Hume)  in  thinkiDg 
that  aome  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  repayment  at  least 
of  the  interest  of  the  proposed  ad- 
vances. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Curmen^  the  report  was  received, 
and  the  resolution  for  the  proposed 
advance  agreed  to. 

The  reports  of  the  brimstone 
drawback  duty,  and  assessed  taxes 
composition  bills,  were  received 
and  agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  Newport  gave  notice,  that 
on  Tuesday  next  he  meant  to  move 
for  certain  papers  respecting  the 
church  rates  of  Ireland,  for  the 
purpose  of  founding  a  motion  upon 
them  early  in  the  ensuing  session. 
•  Mr,  Huskisson  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  a  committee  upon 
the  reciprocity  of  duties  bill. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Huskissonthen  said,  that  he 
would  take  this  convenient  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  the  nature  of  the 
alteration  which  he  proposed  to 
make  in  the  commercial  regula- 
tions of  the  country.  He  begged, 
in  the  first  place,  to  state,  that  al- 
though his  measure  involved  a  very 
important  change  in  the  commer- 
ciid  policy  hitherto  acted  upon, 
and  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  a 
direct  departure  from  the  principle 
which  they  had  observed  towards 
foreign  powers,  yet  he  was  sure  it 
was  one  which  would  meet  with 
general  approbation,  and  be  produc- 
tive of  mutual  advantage  in  the 
transactions  between  this  country 
and  foreign  states.  The  commit- 
tee were  aware  that  it  bad  hitherto 
been  the  practice  to  exempt  British 
ships  from  a  certain  proportion  of 
duties  which  were  exacted  from 
foreign,  vessels  trading  to  Great 
Britain*  Certain  drawbacks,  whic)^ 


were  available  to  British  shipping, 
were  also  disallowed  to  foreigners, 
in  conformity  with  the  same  exclu- 
sive principle.  Under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  commercial 
regulations  of  this  country  were 
heretofore  placed,  it  was  not,  per- 
haps, necessary  to  reconsider  this 
principle,  so  long  as  foreign  powers 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  complain 
of  its  inequality  ;  but  it  might  ea- 
sily be  anticipated  that  whenever 
they  did  effectively  complain,  the 
principle  would  be  found  untenable* 
Accordingly,  the  greatest  stale 
next  to  Great  Britain,  in  her  ma- 
ritime arrangemeni8,^nd  her  great 
rival  in  the  trade  of  tbd  seas — the 
United  States  of  America — adopted 
what  was  not  very  wonderful  under 
all  tlie  circumstances — a  retalia- 
tory principle,  and  placed  British 
shipping  in  America  upon  the  same 
footing  thaU  American  shipping 
was  placed  here ;  the  consequence, 
as  might  be  expected,  was  a  great 
embarrassment  to  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries.  It  necessarily 
led  to  the  disadvantageous  exhibi- 
tion of  one  set  of  ships  importing 
into  one  country,  and  another  set 
exporting  from  another.  This 
inevitable  consequence  opened  the 
eyes  of  both,  and  made  them  even- 
tually agree  to  a  mutual  abatement 
of  this  war  of  prohibition  and  of 
exclusively  protecting  duties.— 
Other  powers,  seeing  the  success 
of  the  effort  of  America,  of  course 
took  the  same  means  of  getting  rid 
of  the  evil,  and  England  was 
obliged  to  agree  that  the  new  ar- 
rangement should  comprehend  Por- 
tugal and  her  dependencies.  The 
King  of  the  United  Netlierlands 
also  pursued  the  same  steps  to  get 
rid  of  a  similar  inconvenience,  and 
in  the  year  1821  adopted  a  reso- 
lution, which  was  not  to  operate 

until 


278 


U  R  I  T 1  S  H     AND 


until  the  beginning  of  ibe  present 
year.  The  resolution  was,  giving  a 
premium  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  their 
own  shipping  trade,  which  conse- 
quently amounted  to  the  imposition 
of  a  duty  to  an  equal  amount  upon 
foreign  shipping.  The  operation 
of  this  regulation  was  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  British  trade,  and 
it  was  perfectly  understood  that 
it  was  enacted  as  a  retaliatory 
tneasure.  Prussia  had  projected  a 
similar  arrangement,  unless  Eng- 
land abandoned  her  exclusive  ship- 
ping duty.  It  was  quite  clear  from 
these  occurrences,  that  the  time 
had  arrived  for  reconsidering  the 
British  commercial  principle :  they 
must  adopt  one  of  two  conse- 
quences— either  to  persevere  in 
their  present  system,  through  the 
instruipentality  of  protecting  du- 
ties and  prohibitions,  or  else  to  ad- 
mit other  powers  to  a  perfect  equa- 
lity and  reciprocity  of  shipping 
duties.  The  latter,  he  thought, 
was  the  course  they  were  bound  to 
adopt.  '  Its  effect,  he  was  per- 
suaded, would  lead  to  an  increase 
of  the  commercial  advantages  of 
the  country:  while  at  thc^  same 
time  it  had  a  tendency  to  promote 
and  establish  a  better  political  feel- 
ing  and  confidence  among  the  ma- 
ritime powers,  it  would  abate  the 
sources  of  commercial  jealousy, 
idly  wasting  their  force  in  a  race 
of  mutual  annoyance.  It  was  time, 
in  the  improved  state  of  the  civi- 
lization of  the  world,  to  establish 
more  liberal  principles ;  and  show, 
that  commerce  was  not  the  end, 
but  the  means  of  diffusing  comfort 
and  enjoyment  among  the  nations 
embarketil  in  its  pursuit.  Those 
who  had  the  largest  trade  must 
necessarily  derive  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage from  a  better  international 
regulation,     lie  bad  no  doubt  that 


when  England  abandoned  her  old 
principle,  the  Netherlands,  and 
other  powers  who  were  prepared 
to  retaliate,  would  mutually  concur 
in  a  new  arrangement.  He  was 
prepared  to  hear  from  the  hon. 
member  near  him  (Mr.  RobertaoD), 
that  the  proposed  alteration  would 
be  prejudicial  to  the  British  shipping 
interests.  In  such  an  observation 
h^  could  not  concur ;  for  be 
thought,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
shipping  interests  of  this  country 
had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  that 
of  other  nations.  The  committee 
would  recollect,  that  when  the  al- 
teration in  the  navigation  laws  was 
projected,  similar  unfavourable  an- 
ticipations were  made  by  parts  of 
the  shipping  interests,  but  these 
anticipations  proved  in  the  result 
entirely  unfounded.  It  was  quite 
time  to  get  rid  of  this  retaliatory 
principle,  which,  if  carried  to  the 
extreme  of  which  it  was  suscepti- 
ble, must  injure  every  species  of 
trade.  One  sort  of  shipping  would 
be  carrying  the  trade  of  one  oouih 
try,  and  then  return  without  an 
equivalent  advantage,  to  make  way 
for  the  countervailing  regulations 
of  another  power,  or  else  to  return  ^ 
in  ballast.  What  would  the  ooun* 
try  think  of  the  establishment  of  a 
waggon  which  was  to  convey  goode 
to  Birmingham,  and  afterwaids  !• 
return  empty  ?  The  consumer, 
would,  bethought,  feel  little  obliged 
for  such  a  mode  of  regulating  the 
conveyance  of  his  merchandise. 
The  resolutions  which  he  meant 
to  propose  were,  to  confer  upon  the 
King  in  council  the  power  of  relax- 
ing the  old  law,  where  other  pow« 
ers  departed  from  the  retaliatovy 
principle,  and  to  continue  it  where 
they  did  not.  He  knew  that  it 
was  intended  by  the  King  of  Prus* 
sia  to  abate  his  retaliation  when 
England 
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Eoglaod  relaxed  her  regulations; 
indeed,  he  bad  the  best  authority, 
for  it  was  that  of  the  Prussian  mi- 
nister in  this  country,  for  knowing 
that  such  was  her  intention.  That 
minister  had  stated,  in  his  note, 
the  principle  of  his  Prussian  ma- 
jesty to  be,  an  admission  "  that 
reciprocal  commercial  restrictions 
were  reciprocal  nuisances,  prejudi- 
cial to  all  nations  having  recipro- 
cal- interests,  and  particularly  to 
those  engaged  in  extensive  com- 
merce: and  that  the  policy  of 
Prussia  was  to  substitute,  in  the 
place  of  reciprocal  prohibitions, 
reciprocal  facilities."  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  concluded 
by  moving  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

''  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  his  Majesty  be  au- 
thorized, by  order  in  council,  to 
declare  that  the  importation  or  ex- 
portation of  merchandise  in  foreign 
vessels  may  take  place  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  like  duties,  and  with 
the  like  drawbacks  or  bounties, 
and  allowances,  as  are  payable  or 
granted  upon  similar  merchandise 
when  imported  or  exported  in  Bri- 
tish vessels  from  or  to  countries  in 
which  no  other  duties  are  charged, 
or  drawbacks,  bounties,  and  allow- 
ances granted  on  the  importation 
or  exportation  of  merchandise  in 
British  vessels,  than  are  charged 
or  granted  on  such  merchandise 
when  imported  or  exported  in  ves- 
sels of  such  countries. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  his  Majesty  may, 
by  order  in  council,  direct  the  levy- 
ing and  charging  of  additional  du- 
ties)  of  customs,  or  the  withholding 
of  any  drawbacks,  bounties,  or  al- 
lowances, upon  merchandise  im? 
ported  or  exported  into  or  from  the 
united  kingdom  in  vessels  belong- 


ing to  any  country  in  which  higher 
duties  shall  have  been  levied,  or 
smaller  drawbacks,  bounties,  or  al- 
lowances granted,  upon  merchan- 
dise when  imported  into  or  ex- 
ported from  such  country  in  British 
vessels,  than  are  levied  or  granted 
upon  similar  merchandise  when 
imported  or  exported  in  vessels  of 
such  country." 

Mr.  Ellice  concurred  entirely  in 
the  liberal  principles  which  actu- 
ated the  British  government  in  the 
proposed  commercial  regulation; 
but  he  strongly  entreated  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  to  consider 
the  justice  of  putting  British  ship- 
ping, in  its  original  costs,  as  nearly 
as  possible  upon  a  footing  with  fo- 
reign shipping,  now  that  he  was 
about  to  equalize  the  duties  upon 
both.  He  begged  to  remind  the 
right  honoarable  gentleman  that 
the  hemp  duty  of  £f/.  to  10/.  a  ton, 
varied  considerably  in  its  charac- 
ter now  when  the  price  was  SOL 
or  40/.,  from  what  it  did  when  the 
price  was  80/.  or  90/.  It  was  im- 
possible that  the  shipping  interests 
could  bear  the  pressure  of  such  a 
tax  while  foreign  shipping  were  ex- 
empted from  it,  widiout  feeling  a 
great  comparative  inconvenience. 
He  was  sure  that  the  government 
would  do  well  to  reduce  to  the 
lowest  possible  scale  the  charges 
affecting  British  shipping.  He  also 
wished  that  copies  of  the  proposed 
regulations,  both  of  this  and  of 
other  countries,  were  communis- 
cated  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Huskisson  replied   that   it 
was  intended  they  should. 

Mr.  Sj/kes  said,  that  when  he 
considered  that  this  bill  would  go 
to  the  root  of  the  naval  system  of 
Great  Britain,  and  when  he  con- 
sidered that  under  the  law  as  it 
now  stood,  that  navy  had  flourish- 
ed 
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ed  and  become  great,  he  could  not 
help  recommending  the  utmost 
caution,  before  the  proposed  altera- 
tion was  adopted.  He  hoped  that 
under  tlie  impression  of  such  a 
feeling,  it  was  not  too  much  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  per- 
mit his  bill  to  stand  over  until  the 
next  session,  and  to  have  it,  in  the 
interim,  circulated  in  a  printed 
form  among  the  shipping  interests  ; 
otherwise  those  interested  would 
have  no  opportunity  of  being  beard 
respecting  their  property.  He 
also  strongly  recommended  that 
government  should  attend  to  what 
hud  fallen  from  the  hon.  member 
for  Coventry  (Mr.  EUice),  respect- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  taxes  affect- 
ing the  shipping  interests,  and  also 
relax  the  excise  system  relating  to 
contraband  goods,  to  which  he  had 
adverted  on  a  former  night.  There 
was  another  subject  which  be 
hoped  the  committee  on  foreign 
trade  would  sift  to  the  bottom — he 
meant  the  abominable  (for  he  could 
use  no  other  term)  charges  upon 
British  shipping  in  the  shape  of 
consulate  duties;  which,  singular 
enough,  always  decreased,  as  the 
consul  was  situated  near  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  increased  according  to 
the  distance  from  the  mother  coun- 
try.  The  great  charges  made 
under  this  head  were  deemed  a 
heavy  grievance  by  the  magis- 
trates. 

Mr.  Huskissorii  in  answer  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  last  respecting  delay, 
observed,  that  he  thought  it  ad- 
visable that  the  bill  should  be 
brought  in  and  passed  through  the 
house  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Mr.  Wallace  merely  rose  at  the 
present  moment  to  express  his  ge- 
neral concurrence  in  the  resolutions 


of  his  right  honourable  friend. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  the 
system  of  discriminatiDg  daties 
which  this  country  had  adopted, 
had  been  of  advantage  as  long  as 
foreign  powers  were  disposed  to 
submit  to  it ;  but  now,  when  every 
country  was  desirous  of  afl^rding 
protection  to  its  own  commerce,  it 
was  impossible  that  such  a  system 
could  continue  without  producing 
retaliation  against  us.  He  was 
perfectly  convinced  that  a  system 
of  reciprocity  between  this  and 
other  countries  would  be  found  to 
be  the  most  advantageous  that 
could  be  pursued  for  the  mereantile 
interest  of  Great  Britam.  It 
would  not  change  his  opinion  of  ' 
the  propriety  of  his  right  ham 
friend*s  proposition  to  find  that  it 
was  opposeid  by  the  shipping  inte* 
rest ;  for  in  the  course  of  his  offi* 
cial  experience,  he  had  always 
found  that  on  every  occasion  when 
the  ship-owners  had  come  forward 
to  oppose  a  public  measure  origi- 
nating with  the  government,  they 
were  in  the  wrong.  With  respect 
to  what  had  been  said  about  the  ne* 
cessity  of  delaying  the  introductioti 
of  the  bill,  he  must  observe,  that 
if  the  measure  was  desirable  at  all, 
the  sooner  it  was  adopted  the  bet- 
ter. He  believed  that  the  fears 
which  had  been  expressed  of 
the  injury  likely  to  result  to  the 
mercantile  interest  from  carrying 
into  effect  the  views  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  were  perfectly  ground- 
less. The  shipping  of  Great  Bri- 
tain was  perfectly  able  to  compete 
with  that  of  any  other  country. 

Mr.  Robertson  opposed  the  re- 
solutions, on  the  ground  that,  if 
carried  into  effect,  they  would  in- 
crease the  distresses  under  which 
the  shipping  interest  at  present 
laboured. 
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liiboared.  He  would  prove,  from 
docaments^  which  he  held  in  his 
band,  that  the  shipping  interest 
was  not  iu  so  flourishing  a  state  as 
had  been  represented.  In  the  pe- 
riod from  1821  to  182d,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  had  been  a  fall- 
ing oft'  in  ship-building  to  the 
extent  of  161  ships,  and  122,000 
tons.  In  the  same  period  there 
had  also  been  a  decrease  in  our  na- 
vigation, to  the  amount  of  732 
ships,  129,000  tons,  and  8,000 
seamen.  This  was  the  conse* 
quence  of  the  system  recom- 
mended by  political  economists. 
The  end  of  that  system  would  be, 
to  drive  the  trade  of  Great  Britain 
into  the  hands  of  foreign  cpuntries. 
This  was  the  only  country  in  Eu- 
rope which  was  abandoning  the 
system  of  protecting  duties.  A 
few  years  ago,  when  America  ob- 
tained some  concessions  from  us, 
she  wished  to  obtain  similar  con- 
cessions from  France;  but  the 
French  government  would  not  yield 
a  jot,  but  imposed  a  light  duty  on 
importations  from  America,  who, 
in  her  turn,  did  the  same  with  re- 
spect to  France.  The  views  en- 
tertained by  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  were  certainly 
favourable  to  the  mercantile  inte- 
rests, but  they  were  equally  pre- 
judicial to  ship-owners  and  buil- 
ders. 

Mr,  Ricardo  thought  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  had 
proposed  the  resolutions  deserved 
the  thanks  of  his  country  for 
bringing  forward  a  measure  so 
much  calculated  to  add  to  its  pros- 
perity. He  hoped  soon  to  see 
Canada  deprived  of  the  preference 
which  she  enjoyed  in  the  timber 
trade,  and  placed  in  that  respect 
upon  the  same  footing  aa  Norway 
and  Sweden. 


Mr,  Marryat  approved  of  the 
resolutions,  but  thought  that  the 
duties  upon  timber  imported  from 
the  Baltic,  and  employed  in  ship- 
building in^  this  country,  ought  to 
be  repealed. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  supported  the  re- 
solutions, which  were  then  put  and 
carried. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  brought  Up 
on  Monday. 

Lord  Milton  gave  notice  that  if 
the  game  laws  were  not  amended 
during  the  present  session,  be 
would,  next  session,  move  for  the 
repeal  of  the  act,  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  game,  commonly  called  Mr.  ^ 
Banks's  act. 

Upon  the  motion  for  going  into 
a  committee  on  tbe  Irish  tithe  com- 
mutation bill, 

Mr,  D,  Browne  expressed  his 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  had  already  received  the 
sanction  of  the  committee,  and 
which  provided  that  all  grass  land 
in  Ireland  should  in  future  be  taxed 
by  a  parish  vestry,  in  the  appoint- 
jnent  of  which  the  persons  to  be 
taxed  had  no  influence.  He  sug- 
gested the  postponement  of  the  pre- 
sent measure  until  next  session, 
when  full  time  would  be  given  for 
its  consideration. 

Mr.  Abercromby  admitted  that 
some  parts  of  the  bill  were  ex- 
tremely objectionable  ;  but  still  he 
wished  the  house  to  go  into  the 
committee,  and  endeavour  to  make 
it  as  perfect  as  possible. 

Sir  J,  Newport  expressed  his 
entire  concurrence  in  what  had 
fallen  from  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend. 

Mr,  W.  Bankes  said  he  had  ob- 
jections to  the  bill,  which  could 
not  be  removed  unless  a  case  of 
strong  exigency   were  made.     He 

must, 
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must,  therefore,  support  the  hon. 
member  against  going  into  a  com- 
roittee. 

Mr,  WtthereU  said  he  w^s  not 
hostile  to  the  principle  of  compoei* 
tion,  but  he  thought  the  clause: 
ought  to  be  an  enabling  and  not  a 
compulsory  one.. 

Mr.  Canning  said  there  were,  no 
doubt,  objections  to  some  parts  of 
the  bill,  but  hon.  members  ought  to 
wait  until  the  measure  was  in  the 
committee,  to  see  whether  those  ob- 
jections might  not  be  removed.  If 
there  were  some  hon.  members  who 
thought  that  no  amendments  could 
render  the  bill  unobjectionable,  and 
that  they  must  oppose  it  under  any 
form,  they  would  do  better  to  abs- 
tain from  any  attempt  to  make 
it  perfect,  and  then,  when  it  came 
out  of  the  committee,  oppose  it  with 
all  its  defects.  Let  them,  however, 
not  strangle  the  measure  in  its  pre- 
sent stage,  and  in  a  way  which  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  general 
practice  of  parliament.  The  rejec* 
tion  of  the  bill  in  its  present  state 
would  be  little  calculated  to  produce 
any  good  result. 

Colonel  Barry  objected  to  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  of  its  compulsory 
clause,  which,  if  passed,  would  ren- 
der the  measure  a  source,  not  of 
conciliation,  but  of  discontent,  from 
one  end  of  Ireland  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  going  into 
the  committee  would  not  hinder  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  from 
opposing  the  compulsory  clause,  or 
of  opposing  the  whole  measure  after- 
wards, if  that  clause  were  retained 
in  the  bill.  He  would  consent  to 
no  compulsory  clause,  unless  the 
full  equivalent  were  given  to  the 
party. 

Mr.  V^  Fitzgerald  objected  not 
only  to  the  compulsory  clause,  but 


even  if  that  were  removed^  to  tb6 
remainder  of  the  bill. 

After  a  few  words  from  Colonel 
Trench, 

Mr.  Dominick  Browne  withdrew 
his  opposition,  and  the  house  went 
into  the  committee* 

Several  verbal  amendments  were 
proposed  and  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  clause  setting  out  the 
manner  in  which  the  value  of  the 
livings  were  to  be  estimated  iu 
situations  where  no  previous  adju- 
dication had  been  entered  into. 

Mr,  S,  Rice  objected  to  the  pro- 
posal for  estimating  the  tithe  upon 
an  average  of  its  value  during  aoy 
three  of  the  last  seven  years* 
Too  high  an  amount  would  in  that 
way,  he  thought,  be  taken.  He 
submitted  that  the  proper  average 
would  be  the  average  of  the  last 
three  years. 

Mr,  Goulhum  observed,  thai 
many  clergymen  had,  for  tJ:ie  last 
three  years,  been  receiving  nothing. 
Tlie  effect  of  taking  an  avenge  for 
the  last  three  years  would  be  this 
— the  hard-hearted  man,  who  bad 
exacted  every  penny  of  his  right, 
without  reference  to  the  inability 
of  his  parishioners  to  pay,  would 
be  adjudged  to  a  good  income; 
while  the  compassionate  individual, 
who  had  ibrbome  going  to  extre- 
mities, would  get  little  or  nothing. 

Sir  John  Newport  was  in  favour 
of  the  three  years'  average,  and 
thought  that,  upon  thoee  terms, 
the  clergy  would  still  be  well  paid. 
The  Commissioners  had  power  to 
add  one  third  to  the  estimated  value 
of  livings ;  and  the  clergyman  got 
the  farther  advantage  of  saving 
twenty* five  per  cent,  cost  of  col- 
lection, and  at  least  twenty  per 
cent  more,  loss  by  insolvent  pa- 
rishioners. 

Mr. 
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Mr,  D,  Brwvnc  objected  to  the 
seven  years'  average,  as  giving  a 
result  too  much  ia  favour  of  the 
clergyman. 

Mr,  Dawson  protested  against  tbe 
last  three  years'  average,  and  was  in 
favour  of  giving  compensation  for 
amounts  already  dae  to  clergymen 
and  unrecovered.  The  honourable 
member  quoted  two  letters  which 
he  had  lately  received  from  the 
sooth  of  Ireland— one  from  a  cler- 
gyman whose  living  was  rated  at 
1 200/. .  a  year,  doubting  if  he  should 
not  resign  it  altogether;  and  ano- 
ther from  a  gentleman  with  a  living 
^timated  at  800/.  a  year,  declaring 
that  his  last  year's  receipt  had  been 
160/. 

Mr,  Peel  was  strongly  against 
taking  the  present  receipt  into  the 
calculation. 

Mr,  G,  Bennet  said  that  a  three 
years'  average  out  of  the  last  seven 
years  might  set  too  high  the  rated 
future  income  of  the  clergyman. 

The  clause  was  then  agreed  ta 

On  the  clause  for  setthng  the 
judicial  mode  of  award,  Mr, 
WttkercU  felt  objections  to  plac- 
ing these  new  powers  in  the 
commissionersy  and  he  was  still 
more  opposed  to  giving  so  large  a 
power  to  the  appellant  jurisdiction 
with  which  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
with  bis  council,  was  to  be  in- 
trasted.  He  considered  that  those 
powers  w^-e  at  variance  with  all 
the  existing  laws  for  the  reguhition 
of  church  property* 

Mr.  Plunkctt  said,  that  exam- 
pies  of  arming  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment with  a  similar  power  might 
be  found.  The  Lord-Lieutenant 
and  his  council  were  the  court  of 
appeal  for  cases  in  which  salvage, 
which  had  been  awarded  by  the 
parish  officers  for  useful  service  in 
rescuing  from  shipwreck,  should  be 


called  in  question.  They  had  the 
same  power  in  the  case  of  minis- 
ter's money  and  several  others. 
The  appeal  was  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  corruption  or  misconduct 
of  the  commissioners  of  award. 

Ihe  original  clause  was  carried 
without  a  division. 

The  next  clause  proposed  was 
that  which  has  been  termed  in  tbe 
course  of  the  previous  discussions, 
"  the  compulsory  clause."  The 
object  of  it  is,  in  cases  where  tbe 
vestry  and  tbe  minister  differ  as  to 
the  appointment  of  an  umpire,  to 
empower  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
appoint  a  commissioner  to  make  a 
composition  according  to  the  quan- 
tity and  value  of  the  land  in  the 
parish* 

Coiond  Ban  J/  objected  to  this 
clause,  because  it  would  convey  to 
men  who  were  not  likely  to  be  very 
well  qualified,  the  power  of  judging 
in  all  questions  of  tithe,  many  of 
which  involved  nice  and  subtile 
points  of  law.  He  moved  that  it 
be  left  out  of  the  bill^ 

Mr,  S,  Rice  said  that  it  would 
be  best,  as  the  clause  was  of  con- 
siderable length,  and  might  be 
made  the  subject  of  various  amend* 
ments,  to  discuss  the  terms  of  it 
first,  after  which  the  honourable 
member  might  take  the  sense  of 
the  house  upon  its  continuance. 
He  proceeded  to  move  several  ver- 
bal alterations. 

Mr.  Hume  took  this  opportunity 
of  asking  whether  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
insert  in  the  bill  any  provision  for 
preventing  the  non-resident  clergy 
from  receiving  the  composition  for 
tithes. 

Mr.  Goulburn  replied,  that  he 
had  no  such  intention  at  present; 
although  he  would  not  pledge  him- 
self to  take  any  particular  steps  at 
present. 
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present^  he  was  convinced  that 
some  such  measure  was  necessary 
to  secure  the  permanent  improve- 
ment and  amelioration  of  the  peo* 
pie. 

M)\  Wttherdl  opposed  the  clause, 
because  its  operation  would  be  to 
compel  the  Government  to  take 
in  some  cases  a  bad  title,  and  yet 
give  to  the  clergyman  a  larger 
tithe  than  he  would  otherwise  have 
had. 

Mr.  Canning  could  not  but  think 
there  was  something  inconsistent 
in  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tleman's opposition  to  this  part  o^ 
the  clause,  after  he  had  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  other. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  thought  great 
credit  was  due  to  the  Government 
for  having  originated  this  measure, 
which  he  believed  would  go  far  to 
alleviate  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
with  which  Ireland  was  plagued. 
He  objected,  however,  to  that  part 
of  the  compulsory  clause,  which 
would  give  the  commissioner  the 
power  to  enforce  the  full  legal 
tithes.  The  number  of  tiiheable 
articles  in  Ireland  was  much  larger 
than  in  England,  amounting  to 
about  thirty  in  the  former,  and 
to  not  more  than  six  in  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Goulburn  defended  this  part 
of  the  bill,  the  principle  of  which 
had,  he  said,  been  recognized  in 
several  instances  in  England. 

Sir  Nicholas  Colt  hurst  was 
strongly  opposed  to  this  compul- 
sory clause. 

Mr.  Abercrtmby  thought  this 
was  one  of  the  most  important 
clauses  yet  submitted  to  the  house; 
and  he  felt  much  obliged  to  his 
Majesty's  ministers  for  bringing 
the  measure  forward.  At  the  same 
dme  he  thought  he  should  be 
obliged  to  oppose  it,  and  be  hoped 
justice  would    be  done  to  his  mo- 


tives, if  in  the  committee  he  should 
feel  compelled  to  vote  against  it. 
Though  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
cause  of  Catholic  emancipation,  he 
was  no  friend  to  any  thing  like 
Roman  Catholic  ascendancy.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  this  clause  should 
pass,  he  agreed  with  those  who 
thought  that  the  Protestant  ascen- 
dancy in  Ireland  was  not  worth 
hvt  years'  purchase.  Me  objected 
to  the  clause,  but  he  approved  the 
bill.  He  hoped  some  arrangement 
might  be  come  to,  which  should 
send  forth  this  bill  as  a  relief  and 
benefit  to  the  clergy  in  Ireland. 
There  was  unquestionably  a  differ- 
ence between  the  law  and  the  prac- 
tice in  respect  of  tithes  in  Ireland; 
and  it  was  not  for  this  house  (as 
he  thought)  to  give  a  bonus  to  the 
clergy  only,  which  the  adoption  of 
this  clause  would  certainly  confer  on 
them.  He  felt  very  much  dis- 
posed to  support  the  hon.  colonel's 
amendment,  because  that  obviated 
the  principal  objections  which  be 
at  present  felt  to  this  clause. 

Mr.  Peel  was  desirous  that  the 
compulsory  clause  should  be  omit- 
ted altogether ;  and  this  he  said, 
not  out  of  regard  for  the  cases  of 
any  particular  clergymen,  but  on  a 
general  principle  of  equity.  He 
could  not  see  how  it  could  be  re- 
tained with  any  greater  degree  of 
fairness  than  the  vote  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  of  1735  could  be  sus- 
tained; that  vote  which  declared 
that  the  tithe  of  agistment  should 
not  be  levied  on  grass  lands— that 
is,  the  land  of  the  richest  proprie- 
tors. If  he  were  asked  whether  he 
wished  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  to  estimate  and  to  give 
to  the  clergy  the  full  value  of  their 
dormant  rights,  he  replied  at  once 
that  he  wished  for  no  such  thing. 
But  he  was  opposed  to  the  compul* 
sory  clause  in  principle. 

Sir 
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.    &r  J,  Newport  would  support 
the  ameodment* 

Mr.  Feci  said,  if  the  amendment 
should  be  carried,  be  would  recomr 
mend  that  the  bill  be  thrown  out 
altogether. 

The  numbers  were, — For  the 
amendment,  39 — Against  it»  84,  . 

The  house  then  resumed ;  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Tues- 
day next.  The  other  orders  of  the 
day  were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

Hou9€  of  Lordsj  June  9. — The 
Lord  Chancellor  moved  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  report 
on  the  marriage  law  bill  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. — Agreed  to. 

Earl  Bat  hurst  presented  returns 
relative  to  places  granted  in  rever- 
sion in  the  colonies. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  Knaresbo- 
n>ugh,  praying  for  the  abolition  of 
negro  slavery. 

The  noble  Marquis  then  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Irish 
grand  jury  presentments*  bill.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  read  the  se- 
cond time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Thursday  next. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  then 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Irish  joint  tenancy  bill :  the  object 
pf  which  his  lordship  stated  to  be 
the  putting  an  end  to  a  practice 
which  had  become  very  common 
— namely,  the  granting  of  small 
quantities  of  land  i(\  a  number  of 
joint-tenants  for  electioneering  pur- 
poses* The  bill  did  not  interfere 
with  any  existing  leases  to  tenants 
in  common;  but  denied  prospec- 
tively the  registration  of  any  lease 
for  a  less  number  of  acres  than 
twenty. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  expressed 
his  approbation  of  the  bill,  and  was 


only  sorry  that  it  did  not  go  much 
farther. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Thursday  next — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons i  June  9. — 
Petitions  were  presented  from  th6 
woollen  manufacturers  of  Halifax 
against  regulating  the  bill  for  regu* 
lating  the  wages  of  workmen — from 
Leeds  and  Manchester  against  the 
linen  stamping  bill — against  the 
beer  duty — from  the  master  silk 
manufacturers  of  London  and  West- 
minster against  the  silk  manufac* 
ture  bill — against  the  duty  on 
candles. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  PhiUimore^ 
the  marriage  act  amendment  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  this  day  six  months. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  Scotch 
and  Irish  Distillery  acts,  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
would  at  the  present  moment  con- 
tent himself  with  moving  certain 
resolutions,  which  would  be  tlie 
foundation  of  a  bill  to  be  hereafter 
introduced.  When  this  bill  should 
be  brought  in,  he  would  give  any 
explanation  which  might  be  re- 
quired. He  concluded  by  mov- 
ing some  resolutions,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Ttie  recognizances  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  HuS' 
kisson^  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  silk  manufacture  bill  was 
brought  up. 

According  to  order,  counsel 
(Messsrs.  Adams  and  Wilde)  for 
the  petitioners  against  the.  bill, 
^ere  then  called  in  and  heard  at 
the  bar. 

As 
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As  toon  as  they  had  concluded) 
Mr.  Huskisson  moved,  that  th« 
report  of  the  cdrnmittee  (on  the 
bill)  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  F^  Buxton  said,  he  would 
not  follow  the  learned  counsel  who 
had  just  been  heard,  by  going  into 
the  question  of  the  political  eco*- 
Doniy  of  the  bill.  .  The  princfptee 
upon  which  it  was  founded  might 
be  justy  hot,  just  or  otherwise,  tbe^y 
could  not  affect  the  motion  which 
be  was  about  to  submit — that  the 
petitionetB  should  be  allowed  to 
prove  their  case  by  evidence,  before 
Sbe  measure  was  carried  farther. 
His  main  ground  of  objection  was, 
that  the  petitioners  had  not  been 
heard;  and  they  respectfully  sub- 
mittedy  that  if  allowed  to  produce 
evidence,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
establish  a  case  sufiicieat  to  show 
that  the  present  laws  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  remain.  The  committee 
which  had  sat  in  1818  was  on  the 
silk  trade  of  Coventry*^  not  on  that 
of  Spitalfields.  The  very  first  ques- 
tion asked  of  the  town-clerk  of 
Coventry,  by  the  committee,  was 
-**«fts  to  the  amoant  of  poor-rates 
IB  that  city.  He  answered  19s.  in 
the  pound.  A  similar  question  was 
asked  of  the  treasurer  of  Spital- 
fields,  as  to  their  amount  there ; 
and  he  answered  that  they  did  not 
exceed  6«.  Here,  then,  was  the 
visible  effect  of  the  difl«rence  of 
prices  in  the  two  places;  and  the 
measure  now  before  the  house 
would  have  the  effect  of  throwing 
the  weavers  of  Spital fields  upon  the 
parish)  for  part  of  their  subsistence, 
and,  of  course,  of  raising  the  poor- 
rates  to  an  enormous  amount.  The 
committee  inquired  what  was  the 
amoant  of  a  weaver's  earnings  per 
week  in  Coventry  ?  They  were 
told,  it  was  between  Bve  and  siic 
shillings,  while  the  same  kind  of 


work  prodaced  fifteen  or  sixteen 
shillings  per  week  to  the  weaver 
in  London ;  and  yet  it  was  asserted, 
that  the  bill  which  would  deprive 
them  of  those  earnings,  and  place 
them  on  a  scale  with  the  Coventry 
weavers,  would  be  a  benefit  to  them. 
He  begged  of  the  house  to  consider 
what  would  be  the  moral  effect  of 
this  measure.  It  Would  tend  to 
pauperize  the  working  populatimi 
of  Spital  fields.  It  was  proved  be- 
fore the  committee  in  1818,  that 
the  weavers  of  Coventry  received 
half  their  support  from  their  eoi* 
ployers,  and  the  other  half  frt>m 
the  parish.  In  Spitalfields  they 
received  no  parochial  relief  while 
in  employment.  The  low  wages 
in  Coventry  introduced  what  was 
called  half-pay  apprenticeships, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  greatest 
profligacy  among  the  yoang  persons 
thus  employed.  The  reverse  of 
this  was  seen  in  the  conduct  of 
the  weavers  in  Spitalfields,  than 
whom  a  more  moral  set  of  peeple 
were  not  to  be  found  among  the 
working  classes.  So  convinced  4iid 
the  committee  of  i  8 1 8  seem  of  tise 
evils  attending  the  system  adopted 
in  Coventry,  that  they  recommend- 
ed the  extension  of  the  Spttalfields 
act  to  that  place,  as  the  only  ie»- 
medy  which  could  be  devised.  The 
honourable  member  proceeded  to 
enforce  the  justice  of  hearing  whiat 
the  petitioners  had  to  offer  in  evi*- 
dence,  and  conclndcd  by  moving,  as 
an  amendment,  that  the  b)H  b6  sent 
to  a  special  committee  upstairs. 

Mr,  Huskisson  said,  that  in  op- 
posing the  amendment,  he  might 
admit  the  whole  of  the  ifacts- stated 
by  the  hon.  gent.,  and  also  by  the 
learned  coimsel  at  the  bar.  It  was 
said  that  the  bill  would  have'  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  poor-rates, 
by  throwing  the  weavers  up<Mi  them 
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lor  part  of  their  subsidtence.  Now, 
if  the  poor-rates  had  not  been  ii>- 
creased  much  in  Sfutalfields,  it 
should  be  recollected  that  the 
weavers  there,  in  periods  of  distress, 
had  received  very  considerable  as* 
sislance  from  the  public  purse, 
tvhich  was  not  the  case  in  other 
parts  of  the  country;  but  he  was 
prepared  to  contend,  that  if  the 
present  regulations  were  continued, 
instead  of  rendering  the  weavers 
partly  dependent  on  the  poor-rates, 
they  would  make  them,  entirely  so, 
by  depriving  them  of  all  employ- 
ment. It  couid  not  be  denied  that 
if  there  existed  a  competition  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  by  which 
the  work  could  be  done  for  half  ihe 
price  paid  in  London,  the  effect 
vfould  be  to  deprive  the  masters  in 
London  of  all  business,  and  of  course 
the  workmen  of  employment.  If 
the  rate  were  to  be  fixed  in  Lon- 
doB,  why  not  extend  it  all  over  the 
country?  But  for  such  a  general 
extension,  he  was  satisfied  no  per- 
son would  contend.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  would  object  to 
going  into  a  committee,  when  he 
admitted  all  the  facts  which  would 
be  likely  to  be  proved  there,  but 
which  could  not  afeci  the  principle 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ellke,  Cohntl  Wood,  Mr. 
MieardOf  Mr.  Brougkanif  Sir  J. 
Maciniosh  and  other  members 
spoke,  most  of  whom  were  in  favour 
cf  referring  tbe  bill  to  a  committee  ; 
after  which  the  houses  divided:  For 
gpiog  into  committee,  60 — Against 
it»68. 

The  report  was  then  received, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  the  motion  that  the  house 
do  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of 
supply, 

Mr.  Crttfoey  rose,  to  call   the 


attention  of  the  house  to  a  bsaxy 
grievance  of  the  Leeward  Islands, 
known  by  the  name  of  tbe  four 
and  a  half  per  cent.  duty.  He 
held  petitions  in  his  hand  from  the 
^ve  islands  affected  by  this  im- 
post ;  for  it  applied  only  to  certain 
islands,  and  was  not  a  general  tax 
upon  the  colonies  ;  and  the  assem- 
blies of  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  St. 
Kitt's,  Nevis,  and  Montserrat  (not 
aware,  probably,  that  they  were, 
petitioning  some  of  their  own  pen- 
sioners) stated  their  inability  to 
bear  tbe  tax,  and  threw  themselves 
upon  the  liberality  of  the  house. 
The  hon.  member  then  read  the 
^st  petitions  to  which  he  had  al- 
luded. They  complained  generally 
of  distress,  depreciation  in  the  va- 
lue of  West  India  produce,  and 
tbe  hardship  of  being  obliged 
to  pay  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
duty.  When  he  had  formerly 
brought  this  matter  before  parlia- 
ment, he  had  merely  contended 
for  applying  the  produce  of  the  tax 
in  question  to  public  purposes,  in- 
stead of  giving  it  away  in  pensions; 
but,  on  consideration  of  the  peti*- 
tions  which  he  had  just  read  to  the 
house,  he  now  proposed  to  move 
for  the  abolition  of  the  doty  alto^ 
gether.  He  thought  it  hard  upon 
these  &\e  islands,  that  they  should 
be  saddled  with  the  maintenanee 
of  so  many  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
condition  in  England.  He  (Mr. 
Creevey)  was  the  farthest  in  the 
world  from  desiring  any  interference 
with  the  private  arrangements  of 
the  Royal  Family:  but  the  King 
had  gninted  pensions  to  two  of 
his  sisters  still  at  the  expense  of 
the  unlucky  Leeward  Islands*  He 
repeated,  that  in  what  he  said  he 
meant  nothing  offensive;  but  he 
could  not  understand  upon  what 
principle     these    pensions    should 
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have:  been  granUd  :  why  the  Lee- 
ward Islands  were  to  have  the  ho- 
nour 6f  contributing  to  the  sub- 
sistence df  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
or  of  the  Prince  of  Hesse  Horn- 
berg,  he  could  not  conceive. 
Then  there  were  five  pensions  of 
^00/.  each  to  the  Miss  Fitzcla- 
rences.  There  were  gentlemen, 
too,  high  in  office— one  whom  he 
(Mr.  Creevey)  saw  in  his  place, 
and  one  whom  he  did  not  see-^ 
who  were  pleased  to  allow  the 
Leeward  Islands  to  make  provi- 
sions for  their  families — an  honour 
of  which  the  islajods  were  by  no 
means  desirous,  and  a  principle 
to  which  he  (Mr,  Creevey)  de- 
cidedly objected.  Right  honour- 
able gentlemen  could  not  say 
that  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
distress  of  the  colonies ;  their 
own  acts  proved  their  knowledge 
of  the  fact.  They  could  support 
the  colonies  fast  enough,  and  urge 
their  distress  in  a  particular  way. 
They  could  support  the  colonies 
by  taxing  East  India  sugar,  or  by 
taxing  the  consumer  of  West  In- 
dia sugar  in  England ;  but  it  never 
occurred  to  them  to  abate  that  tax 
out  of  which  their  own  pensions 
were  derived.  There  was  another 
proof,  too — and  one  very  intimately 
connected  with  the  subject  of  the 
present  motion— that  hon.  gent, 
were  ignorant  of  the  depressed 
state  of  the  colonial  interests ;  there 
was  a  charge  of  no  less  than 
13,000/.  upon  the  droits  of  the  ad- 
miralty for  deficiencies  (as  to  pen- 
sions payable)  of  the  4i  per  cent 
fund.  Tbe  fact  was,  that  the  duty 
being  4^  per  cent,  upon  the  rum 
and  sugar  itself,  its  results,  at  the 
present  low  price  of  produce,  did 
not  meet  the  amount  of  pensions 
charged  upon  it.  And  here  he 
(Mr.   Creevey)  decidedly    had   to 


complain  again.  The  ladies  and 
gentlemen  had  certainly  no  right 
of  claim  for  deficiencies.  They 
were  pensioned  upon  the  islands, 
and  were  bound  to  take  their  pen- 
sions in  kind.  They  were  to  have 
so  much  rum  and  sugar— not  •<> 
much  money  ;  and  if  they  could  mit 
get  all  they  ^wanted,  they  were 
bound  to  be  contented  with  what 
they  could  get.  He  should  take 
no  farther  notice  at  present,  the 
hon.  member  continued,  of  the 
grant  in  question  from  the  droits 
of  admiralty,  but  should  on  sonse 
future  occasion  move  for  papers 
connected  with  that  transaction. 
If  the  house  would  not  take  a  case 
like  the  present  into  its  considera- 
tion, he  hoped,  at  least,  after  its 
refusal,  to  hear  no  more  jokes  aboat 
parliamentary  reform  —  no  more 
witty  remarks  in  the  Red  Lion  and 
King  of  Bohemia  style  from  tbe 
right  bun.  gentleman  (Mr. Canning,) 
opposite.  If  the  house  did  turn 
its  back  upon  the  case,  might  not 
the  country  fairly  say,  that  nomi- 
nally, indeed,  it  was  a  representa- 
tion of  the  people  of  England,  but 
in  reality  a  private  corporation  en- 
riching its  non-members  from  ail 
means  within  its  reach,  whether 
'  abroad  or  at  home?  After  ob- 
serving that  he  had  preferred  bring- 
ing forward  the  present  question  as 
a  grievance  before  the  business  of 
supply,  to  bringing  it  on  as  a  sepe. 
rate  order,  that  course  having  been 
constantly  pursued  in  the  days  of 
our  ancestors,  and  the  question  of 
supply  being  truly  tbe  proper  in* 
troduction  to  the  mention  of  griev- 
ances of  every  description,  tbe  hon* 
member  sat  down  by  moving  the 
following  resolutions,  in  which  he 
had  endeavoured,  he  said,  to  era* 
body  the  petitions  of  the  persons  on 
whose  behalf  be  proceeded  :-r* 

Resolved 
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Resolved—**  That  it  appean  to 
this  house,  by  petitions  presented 
to  it  this  session  from  the  colonial 
assemblies  of  each  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  that  the  planters  and  prc^ 
prietors  in  those  colonies  are,  from 
various  causes,  reduced  to  a  situa- 
tion of  distress  and  misery,  which, 
if  not  relieved,  must  shortly  ter- 
minate in  their  utter  ruin. 

*'  That  in  the  petition  from  the 
island  of  Barbadoes,  the  petitioners 
state,  *  that  were  they  to  go  into  a 
detail  of  their  distresses,  they  could 
furnish  ample  and  melancholy  proofs 
thereof  in  ruined  families  and  in- 
dividuals, multiplied  sales  of  estates, 
and  the  straitened  and  unhappy 
condition  of  all  who  are  solely 
dependent  upon  West  Indian  re- 
sources; and  that,  fluctuating  as 
the  prosperity  of  those  colonies  has 
undoubtedly  been,  yet  the  present 
calamitous  depression  is  beyond  all 
former  precedent,  and  much  greater 
than  on  those  occasions  when  par- 
liament did  not  hesitate  to  investi- 
gate the  circumstances  which  pro- 
duced the  evil.* 

*'  That  in  the  petition  from  the 
island  of  Antigua,  the  petitioners 
state,  *  that  they  were  reduced  to 
such  an  extremity  of  distress,  that, 
actuated  by  the  uncontrollable  im- 
pulse of  self-preservation,  they  can 
no  longer  refrain  from  throwing 
themselves  on  the  wisdom,  libe- 
rality, and  enlightened  feeling  of 
this  house,  and  they  pray  for  such 
relief  as  to  such  magnanimous 
counsels  may  seem  expedient  and 
proper.' 

^'  That  in  the  petition  from  the 
island  of  Montserrat,  the  petition- 
ers state,  that,  *  unable  any  longer 
to  contend  with  their  difficulties, 
or  to  ward  off,  unassisted,  the  ruin 
with  which  they  are  threatened, 
they  feel  themselves  under  the  im- 


perious  necessity  of  appealing  to 
this  house  to  take  into  its  consi- 
deration the  miserable  condition  of 
th^t  once  flourishing  but  now  de- 
clining colony;  that  they  have 
with  the  utmost  concern  received 
intelligence  of  the  unavailing  re- 
presentations made  by  their  friends 
and  connexions  in  the  mother-coun- 
try to  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and 
whilst  they  express  their  regret  on 
the  rejection  of  the  proposed  modes 
of  relief,  beg  to  refer  the  house  to 
them  as  the  only  eflicient  means  of 
rescuing  from  inevitable  destruction 
that  valuable  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions.' 

*'  That  in  the  petition  from  the 
island  of  Nevis,  the  petitioners 
state, '  that  the  period  has  at  length  ^ 
arrived  when  a  silent  submission  to 
the  unprecedented  distresses  which 
now  overwhelm  that  unfortunate 
colony  would  become  a  crime  in 
any  class  of  subjects  enjoying  the 
rights  and  piivileges  of  the  Bri- 
tish constitution;  and  that  as  a 
resp^tful  appeal  to  this  house  is 
still  open  to  them,  they  eagerly 
avail  themselves  of  this  last  eflbrt 
for  the  preservation  of  all  that, is 
most  dear  to  them  in  this  world; 
that  the  petitioners  have  not  failed 
to  submit  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters a  statement  of  their  grievances 
under  which  they  labour ;  but  that 
disappointment  has  been  thejr  only 
reward  for  every  such  representa- 
tion, and  they  have  now  only  to 
implore  the  benevolent  interposi- 
tion of  this  house.' 

"  That  in  the  petition  from  the 
island  of  St.  Christopher's,  the  pe- 
titioners state,  '  that  the  distress  to 
which  that  colony  is  reduced  hath 
reached  that  extreme  point  when 
silence  is  impossible,  and  when  a 
respectful  representation  to  this 
house  is  become  the  ultimate  means 
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of  self*DretervaUoii ;  that  ibe  pro- 
gimsive  states  bj  which  this  deso-^ 
latWn  baa  overwhelmed  them  have, 
from  time  to  time,  been  laid  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne-trf~6W  grawous 
monarch,  and  been  made  known  to 
his  Majesty's  government,  and  that 
the  interference  of  this  boose  can 
alone  extricate  the  petitioners  from 
the  most  severe  pressure  of  the 
difficulties  which  beset  them.' 

*'  That  it  appears  to  this  boose, 
that  one  grievance,  amongst  others 
complained  of  in  each  of  the  fore- 
going  petitions,  is  the  tribute  or 
duty  which  is  exacted  from  these 
islands,  of  four  hogsheads  and  a 
half  out  of  every  hundred  hogs- 
heads of  their  sugar,  with  the  same 
proportion  from  their  rum  and  all 
other  productions  of  the  islands, 
and  that  such  tribute  or  duties 
being  exacted  exclusively  from 
these  'devoted'  islands  (as  tb«y  are 
termed  by  the  petitioners  from  St. 
Christopher^s),  whilst  all  the  other 
colonies,  old  as  well  as  new,  are 
free  from  it,  is  most  partia\^  and 
oppressive. 

'*  That  it  farther  appears  to  this 
house,  that  -this  partial  and  op- 
pressive tribute  from  the  sugar  and 
mm  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  is 
converted,  for  the  most  part,  into 
pensions  for  persons  of  the  higher 
orders  in  the  mother  country,  in* 
eluding  even  members  of  the  Royal 
fanoily,  ministers  of  the  Crown, 
members  of  both  faouaes  of  parlia* 
ment,  their  families  or  connexions ; 
and  that  under  the  present  de- 
plorable, condition  of  the  Leeward 
Islands,  the  farther  exaction  of 
the  tribute  from  them  is  a  scandal 
upon  the  mother  country,  and  an 
intolerable  grievance  upon  these 
colonies,  which  this  house,  ap- 
pealed to  as  it  has  been,  is  alike 


bound  in  honour  and  justice  to  see 
removed  forthwith/' 

Mr,  Canning  divided  the  ques- 
tion into  two  parts;  the  first  af- 
fected the  right  of  the  Crown  to  this 
particular  branch  of  revenue ;  the 
second  afected  the  right  of  the 
Crown  to  appropriate  it  in  any 
manner  which  might  be  deemed 
suitable  by  hb  Majesty's  govern- 
ments These  topics  bad  been  fre- 
quently discussed  within  the  walls 
of  that  house,  and  on  each'  occa- 
sion both  of  these  rights  had  been 
affirmed.  And  though  he  might 
concede  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  the  present  state  of  the 
West  India  islands  might  make  it 
desirable  to  modify  it  so  as  to 
meet  the  circumstances,  still,  when 
it  was  considered  that  this  fund  wes 
not  now  nor  could  be  placed  at 
the  direct  disposal  of  parliament, 
without  the  eiitercise  of  sotne  very 
unusual  harshness  on  their  parts, 
he  thought  the  argument  of '  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not 
apply  to  the  case  before  them. 
These  duties  had  existed  too  long 
under  the  sanction  of  parliament 
to  be  affected,  as  a  matter  ef  re- 
venue policy,  by  his  speech.  The 
next  question  was,  as  to  the  right 
of  appropriating  them,  upon  which 
there  was  no  vote  of  the  house  for 
the  argument  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  rest  uponl  Mr.  Burke 
himself,  in  the  most  sanguine  of 
his  efforts  for  effecting  financial 
reform,  had  never  entertained  a 
doubt  upon  the  subject,  but  left  it  as 
he  found  it — at  the  disposal  of  the 
Crown.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  specified  instances  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  fund  had 
been  disposed  of,  and  in  which  he 
supposed  some  indiscretion  to  have 
been  practised.     As  to  what  bad 
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been  stated  with  respect  to  his  own 
connexion  with  the  fund,  he  was 
ready  to  admit  the  fidelity  and 
accuracy  of  the  honourable  gen* 
tieman.  It  was  true  that  many 
years  ago  he  had  held  an  office,  on 
retiring  from  which,  by  constant 
and  uniform  practice,  which  had 
long  the  sanction  of  law,  he  b»> 
came  entitled  to  a  plnsion  of 
IftWl.  a  year.  It  was  true  that 
he  had  retired  from  that  office 
with  the  fullest  claim  to  this  pen* 
sien.  It  was  true  that  he  declined 
the  pension,  choosing  to  wave  his 
particular  right;  and  it  was  true 
that  it  was  afterwards  commuted 
for  a  pension  of  half  tho  amount 
for  a  person  who  had  direct  claims 
upon  his  protection.  He  remem- 
bered, also,  with  great  satisfaction, 
that  at  the  time  this  choice  was 
considered  as  a  considerable  sacri- 
fice on  his  part  Having  said  so 
much  for  himself,  he  had  little 
to  add  npon  the  general  question. 
Certainly  it  was  open  to  parlia* 
ment  to  deliberate  upon  particular 
instances  in  the  disposal  of  this 
fund,  if  a  case  of  indiscretion  were 
made  out.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had.  exerted  this  right  in  a  manner 
of  which  he  would  not  complain. 
He  had  gone  into  instances,  and 
eomplaxions  of  instances,  which  he 
thought  fit  subjects  for  the  obser- 
vation of  parUament.  The  hon. 
gentleman  well  knew  that  if  he 
(Mr.  Canning)  chose,  he  could 
have  taunted  him  with  the  iiames 
of  persons  in  die  same  situation 
who  were  connected  with  parties 
highly  respected  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. That  mode  was  too  in- 
vidious for  him  to  follow.  The 
house  had  a  right  to  examine  into 
supposed  abuses  as  to  the  appli- 
cation   of  thii  the  same  as  any 


5ther  branch  of  the  resources.  But 
he  must  say,  that  the  hon.  gent, 
did  not  seem  to  have  made  out  any 
case  which  was  likely  to  bring 
upon  it  a  vote  of  censure  from  the 
house. 

Mr.  Hume  and  Mr,  Brougham 
afterwards  spoke,  who  supported 
the  resolutions;  after  which  they 
ware  put  as  an  amendment,  and  ne- 
gatived by  103  against  57. 

The  Speaker  put  the  question  for 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr,  Hume  complained  of  the 
length  of  time  which  had  elapsed 
before  laying  the  expenses  of  the 
coronation  on  the  table.  The  pro- 
mise given  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  before  the  corona- 
tion was,  that  the  expenses  would 
cl^rtainly  not  exceed  the  estimate  of 
100,000/.  It  now  turned  out  to  be 
298,000/.,  the  remainder  of  which 
was  taken  from  the  French  indem- 
nities! Estimates  so  totally  dis- 
agreeing with  the  expenses  were  a 
folly  and  a  farce.  The  government 
had  no  more  right  to  appropriate 
this  sum  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  h^d  been  used,  than  they  had  to 
apply  any  other  part  of  the  public 
money  without  the  vote  of  the 
house.  There  were  some  items  of 
Che  vote  which  were  so  enormous, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass 
them  by  without  inquiry.  For  the 
furniture  and  decoration  of  West- 
minster-abbey and  Westminster- 
hall,  a  sum  of  1 1 1 ,000/.  was  charg- 
ed. The  house  and  the  public  had, 
he  thought,  a  right  to  know  the 
several  items  of  which  this  charge 
was  composed.  The  Master  of 
the  Robes  was  set  down  at  24,700/. 
for  his  Majesty's  robes.  Of  what 
service  was  it  to  attempt  the  relief 
of  public  burdens  by  cutting  down 
small  clerks,  and  inflicting  distress 
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upon  individuals,  when  such  sums 
were  expended  for  such  purposes? 
The  next  item  to  which  he  called 
the  attention  of  the  house,  was  one 
of  50,000/.  to  the  surveyor  of  the 
works  for  the  fitting  up  of  West- 
minster-ahbey  and  the  Hall .  Every 
body  knew  that  large  contributions 
had  been  made  from  many  of  the 
public  departments  in  workmen 
and  materials,  and  therefore  it  was 
fit  that  the  reason  why  so  great  an 
expense  had  been  incurred  on  this 
account  should  be  explained.  There 
were  a  variety  of  other  items,  which » 
though  not  of  so  large  an  amount, 
equally  required  investigation. 
There  was  one,  in  particular,  which 
he  thought  might  have  been  dis- 
pensed with :  it  was  a  sum  of 
3QO0/.  paid  to  Sir  George  Naylor, 
towards  the  expense  of  that  account 
of  the  ceremony  which  had  been 
published.  He  reproached  the 
ministry  with  having  shown  very 
bad  faith  in  calling  for  so  small  a 
sum  as  had  been  originally  men- 
tioned as  tlie  probable  expense  of 
the  coronation,  and  afterwards  pro- 
posing a  vote  to  the  amount  of  up- 
wards of  238,000/.  They  knew  that 
if  the  latter  sum  had  been  originally 
asked  for,  it  would  not  have  been 
granted.  He  would  also  accuse  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
his  colleagues  of  having  violated 
the  public  faith,  by  taking  money 
to  which  they  had  no  right.  By  a 
vote  of  the  house  it  was  laid  down, 
that  a  minister,  applying  public 
money  without  the  sanction  of  an 
appropriation  bill,  was  guilty  at 
the  least  of  a  high  disrespect.  He 
referred  to  a  speech  of  the  Minister 
in  1821,  in  which  credit  was  taken 
for  a  sum  of  500,000/.  due  to  this 
country  on  account  of  the  indemnity 
from  ff ance,  and  which  it  was  then 
distinctly  stated  was  to  be  applied 


to  the  ways  and  means.  Of  Ms 
sum  he  believed  that  138,000/.  bad 
been  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the 
coronation  ;  and  he  thought,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  the  house 
could  not  sanction  so  unjustifiable 
a  proceeding.  It  would  fail  in  its 
duty  to  the  public,  if  it  did  not  call, 
before  it  proceeded  one  step  far- 
ther, or  voted  away  one  shilling 
more,  for  an  examination  into  the 
profligate  extravagance  which  this 
bill  displayed.  He  should  there- 
fore move,  as  an  amendment— 
*'  That  as  the  amount  of  238,258/., 
charged  as  the  expenses  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's coronation,  as  stated  in  an 
account  lately  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment, so  greatly  exceeded  the  esti- 
mate of  100,000/.  submitted  to  the 
house  in  1820,  it  is  expedient,  be- 
fore granting  any  farther  supply  to 
his  Majesty,  to  appoint  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  occasioned 
that  excess  of  charge,  and  into  the 
several  items  constituting  that 
charge,  and  also  to  inquire  by  what 
authority  the  sum  of  138,239/. 
has  been  applied  to  discharge  the 
coronation  expenses,  without  the 
previous  sanction  of  the  house.'* 
On  the  amendment  being  put. 
The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer 
rose  and  said,  that  considering  the 
very  severe  terms  which  the  hon. 
gent,  had  applied  to  his  Majesty's 
government,  and  as  he  had  charged 
them  with  the  grave  cnmes  of  be- 
ing wasteful  and  profligate,  and  of 
having  illegally  appropriated  the 
public  money,  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  luit  fair  if  he  had  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  make  such 
a  motion  as  that  he  had  just  pro- 
posed. For  himself,  he  had  never 
heard  of  it  until  he  had  entered  the 
iKHise.  Being,  therefore,  totally 
unprepared  to  give  that  minute  ex- 
planaUoR 
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plaDation  which  ha  should  other* 
wise  have  been  very  happy  to  afford, 
he  must  be  excused  if .  he  should 
confine  himself  to  a  few  general 
observations.  He  thought  the  hon. 
gent,  should  not  have  been  so  much 
surprised  that  the  actual  expenses 
of  the  coronation  had  exceeded  the 
estimate  of  18£0,  when  he  rec<il- 
lected  that  the  ceremony  would,  it 
was  supposed,  have  taken  place  in 
that  year.  A  large  portion  of  the 
expense  was  incurred  before  the 
government  advised  his  Majesty  to 
postpone  the  ceremony;  it  was 
therefore  obvious  that  even  if  the 
estimates  had  been  enough  for  that 
year,  they  would  be  inadequate  for 
the  next.  But  although  he  was 
unable  to  explain  the  items  relative 
to  the  furnishing  the  hall,  he  could 
reply  satisfactorily  to  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman's  assertion  respect- 
ing the  fund.  The  hon.  gent  had 
made  one  very  considerable  mis- 
take, because,  although  the  amount 
of  the  French  indemnity  had  been 
alluded  to  at  the  period  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  gent.,  it  was  not  re- 
ceived then,  nor  had  any  part  of  it 
ever  been  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose. A  question  had  been  raised 
in  the  house  as  to  the  degree  of 
power  which  his  Majesty  possessed 
over  the  disposal  of  this  sum.  It 
was  contended  that  it  could  not  be 
appropriated  without  the  specific 
vote  of  the  house ;  and  if  he  did 
not  mistake,  the  hon.  member  for 
Kiiaresborough  had  submitted  the 
subject  to  the  house.  But  the  sum  • 
from  which  this  was  supplied,  was 
the  sarplus  of  that  indemnity  charge, 
and  arose  from  2,000,000  of  francs 
which  had  been  paid  for  the  fortifi- 
cations in  the  Netherlands,  and  in 
aid  of   the   maintenance  •  of  the 


British  army  in  Flanders.  This 
surplus,  then,  it  was  thought  to  be 
competent  for  the  Crown  to  dispose 
uf  as  might  seem  expedient  to  the 
government,  and  he  could  not  see 
any  more  natural  or  proper  mode 
of  providing  for  the  expenses  which 
had  been  incurred.  For  these  rea- 
sons, therefore,  he  could  not  accede 
to  the  hon.  gent.'s  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  supported 
by  CoL  DavieSf  Mr.  Brougham^  Mr. 
tV.  S.  Bennct,  and  Mr.  Hobhouse  ; 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Curwen.  It 
was  then  negatived  by  110  against 
65. 

The  house  went  into  committee, 
and  160,000/.  was  proposed  to- 
wards defraying  the  civil  contingeu- 
cies  of  1823. 

Mr,  Hume  objected  to  the  item 
of  5327/.  for  furniture  for  the  royal 
yacht;  504/.  for  plates  for  the 
Rolls  chapel,  1329/.  for  standards 
for  three  regiments  of  foot-guards, 
which  he  thought  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Civil  List.  He  also 
wished  to  draw  the  particular  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the 
charges  made'on  account  of  foreign 
ambassadors.  They  were  placed 
in  a  most  extraordinary  situation, 
in  consequence  of  the  right  hon.  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Affairs  refusing 
them  the  necessary  returns.  In  a 
diplomatic  point  of  view,  this  coun- 
try was  worse  off  than  any  other 
in  Europe.  Every  thing  was  done 
at  the  head-quarters  of  the  allies, 
and  our  government  was  kept  in 
perfect  ignorance;  so  that  our  am- 
bassadors might  as  well  be  at 
home.  The  hon.  member  then 
referred  to  the  following  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  expense  of 
diplomatic  service  in  ij^St  and 
18120:— 

Total 
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Total  MMiiBt  of  nbriet  and 
annoalaUovancM 83,403 

Outfit  and  equipaga 800 

Extraordinarv  anid  incidental 
axpensea,  charges,  tou 6,985 

Penalons  to  retired  miniaten.     11,480 

101, 7M 

Expense  of  1880,  exceeding  that 
ofirgSby ^,..,. 


189(^. 

14ft»57» 
13491 

54,«)4 

258,265 
101,734 


150/01 


In  1821,  them  is  a  trifling  diminu* 
tion  in  the  aggregate  charge,  al- 
though there  is  an  item  of  2593/. 
for  special  missions  for  1822.  The 
Secretary  of  State  had  refhsed  to 
render  to  Parliament  an  account  of 
the  diplomatic  expenses  in  1822. 

The  following  are  amoi^  tlie 
leading  items  which  constitute  the 
increase  of  expense  in  1820  over 
that  of  1792  : — 


although  Poland  and  Brussels,  the 
Hans  Towns,  Genoa,  Cologne,  Hesse 
Cassel,  and  Venice,  each  form  an 
item  in  the  account  of  1792,  which 
have  since  been  expunged  from  the 
list  of  independent  states,  and  form 
no  part  of  the  charge  of  1820;  and 
the  only  additional  states  included 
in  1820,  which  did  not  appear  in 
1792,  are  Wurtemberg  and  the 
Brazils,  besides  20OO/.  for  Persia. 

An  Account  of  PubUc  Money  paid  from  the  Civil  List  and  voted  for  the 
Diplomatic  Service  of  the  Country,  in  the  Civil  Contingencies  for  the  last 
five  years. 


Russia       in  179c.  3385  In  1890.  ItjBSO 

Austria  4.405  13,100 

Prussia, S,6b5 8,200 

Bavaria  9c  Oermaoic 

Diet     S,125  10^35 

Two  Sicilies 3,320  T,20B 

Sardinia,....^ 3,372  *S» 

Tnscanj, 3380  ...,  5,156 


24,072 


02,486 
37314 


Paid  from   the    Civil 
List 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

Total. 

223,593 

27,535 

898 
3,769 
2,283 

£. 
226,950 

84,135 

9,935 
••• 
14,002 

£. 
226,950 

23,940 

155 
13,36& 
24,765 

£. 
226,950 

59,664 

8,720 
3,499 
9,344 

£. 

226,950 

49,391 

2,348 
5,907 
3,600 

£. 
1,131,393 

244,665 

22,056 
26,544 
53,994 

Civil  Contingencies. 

Extraordinarydisburse- 
ments  of  Ministers 
at  foreign  courts 

For  plate  to  Ambassa- 
dors and  Governors, 
by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain   •••.., 

Outfit  and  equipage  0/ 
Ministers  •••.•••..••. 

Presents  to  Ministers 
of  foreign  courts  ... 

Total ••• 

258,078 

335,022 

289,179 

308,177 

288,196 

1,473,652 

Average  of  the  Ave  years  £295,730. 

Expenditure  for  1822  was      30,1 18  more  than  in  1818. 
With  reference  to  the  right  of  par-    ment  between  that  house  aod.the 
li^ment  to  control  the  civil  list    crown  as    permanently  definitive, 
without  considering  any  arrange-    he  need  only  to  refer  them  to  the 
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followiiig  ophuons,  which  were  fol- 
lually  pronounced  by  great  au- 
thorities. Mr.  Fox,  on  Mr.  Burke's 
bill  of  1780,  .8di  of  March,  said, 
"  Could  gentlemen,  then,  think  so 
absurdly  as  to  conclude  that  the 
King*s  civil  list  revenue  was  given 
to  his  Majesty  to  expend  just  as 
he  should  think  fit  ?  No ;  it  was 
given  to  hioi  for  the  service  of  the 
public,  and  the  people's  represen- 
tatives had,  at  all  times,  a  consti- 
tutional authority  to  inquire  into 
the  expenditure  of  that  allow- 
ance, to  reduce  it,  and,  indeed,  to 
take  the  whole  of  it,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  resume  the  whole  of  it 
into  their  hands  again,  whenever 
the  abuse  of  it,  or  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  timest  should  require  it." 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1780,  said,  *'  And  this 
suggested  to  him  the  distinction 
which  he  had  some  lame  since 
formed,  that  is,  a  distinction  be- 
tween that  part  of  the  civil  list  ap- 
propriated to  the  special  purpoeea^ 
of  government,  and  that-  other 
part  appUcid)le  to  the  expenses  or 
maintenance  of  l^e  King's  house- 
hold. The  former  he  thought  di- 
rectly and  immediately  within  con- 
trol of  parliament;  or,  indeed, 
rather  resulting  irom  the  nature 
of  a  publio  trust.  The  iatterr  he 
thought,  stood  upon  a  very  dif- 
ferent ground,  and  bore  as  near  a 
relation  as  possible,  in  its  nature, 
to  private  property.  Th^re  were 
instances  in  which  it  might  be- 
ooose  very  proper  for  parliament 
to  interfere  respecting  even  this 
part  of  the  revenue  of  the  civil  list ; 
hut,  though  parliament  had  a  right, 
to  interfere  even  in  the  regula- 
ting of  die  expenses  of  the  King's 
household,  yet  so  far  from  wan* 
tonly  interfering,  there  should  be 
good  ground  evci> ,  ibr  cootiiolUng 


the  expenditure,  of  that  part  of  the 
revenue  appropriated  to  public^  uses,, 
such  as  the  salaries  of  the  judges, 
ambassadors,  &c"  The  hon*  mem- 
ber concluded  by  moving  for  a  re- « 
duction  of  53,799^*  ^rom  the  pfe- 
sent  vote  of  160,090^ 

Mr.  Canning  said,  that  with  re- 
ference to  the  expenditure  of  the 
foreign  embassies,  he  could  assure 
the  honourable  member  that  they 
were  strictly  kept  in  the  wh<^ 
amount  within  the  stipulated  sum 
settled  between  the  crown  and  par- 
liament m  the  year  1816.  No 
plate  was  given  since  that  time: 
which  was  not  permanently  as- 
signed for  the  use  of  the  embassy, 
and  not  as  before,  the  property  of  the  > 
ambassador.  So  long  as  the  scale, 
of  expenditure  of  1816  was  re- 
cognized in  this  branch,  and  not 
exceeded  by.  the  crowi^  there  was  • 
no  ground  for  the  proposed^reduo- 
tion. 

Mr,  Lennard  was  of  opinion 
that  this  vote  was  upon  an  extra- 
vagant and  unnecessary  scale* 

The  committee  then  divided  upon 
Mr,  Hume's  amendment,  when  the 
numbers  were — For  the  amend- 
ment, 1 6 — Against  ity  70. 

The  original  vote  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Upon  an  advance  of  2000/.  to 
C^ttain  Manby,  as  a  remuneration 
for  his  plan  to  save  shipwrecked 
seamen,  > 

Mr^  Hume  objected  to  any  far- 
ther grants  at  so  late  an  hour  of 
the  night,  and  moved  that  the. 
Chairman  do  report  progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  agcun. 

The  committee  divided,  when 
the  numbers  were — For  reporting 
progress,  35 — Against  it,  30. 

The  Chairman  accordingly  re- 
ported  progress;  the    house  waa 
then  f-esumed,  and  the  other  .or- 
ders 
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ders  of  Um   day  disposed    of.*- 
Adjourned.    ^ 

House  of  Lords,  June  10. — Mr. 
Brogden,  accompanied  by  several 
other  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  Scotch 
linen  manufoctures  bill,  and  se- 
veral private  bills. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved 
that  the  Scotch  linen  manufac- 
tures bill  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. — ^Agreed  to. 

The  Duke  of  Atholl  presented  a 
petition  from  certain  manufacturers 
of  Perth  against  the  Scotch  linen 
manufactures  bill. 

Lord  Rosslyn  presented  several 
petitions  from  flax-dressers  of  Dun« 
dee,  and  other  places  in  Scotland, 
against  the  same  bill. 

On  the  nietion  of  Lord  Sidmouth, 
the  prison  discipline  bill  was  or* 
dered  to  be  printed,  and  afterwards 
to  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  house. 

On  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  on  the  marriage  law 
amendment  bill, 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  with  re- 
ference to  the  forfeiture  clause, 
said,  tliat  he  had  given  the  sub- 
ject every  consideration,  during 
the  time  that  he  had  been  able  to 
spare  from  his  other  avocations, 
but  he  could  not  say  at  present 
that  he  could  clearly  see  his  way  : 
lie  therefore  proposed  that  for  the 
present  the  clause  should  stand  as 
it  was  till  the  third  reading,  which 
would  give  time  for  the  full  consi- 
deration of  it. 

After  some  farther  conversation, 
in  which  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the 
Earl  of  Lauderdale,  and  the  Earl 
of  Westmorland,  took  part,  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  report, 
was  adjourned  till  Thursday  next. 
»- Adjourned. 

House  ofCwnmoM,  Jwu  10. — 


At  four  o'clock  only  37  toembers 
were  present ;  the  house  therefoftf 
adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  Vune  1 1. — Th% 
Earl  of  Donoughtnore  presented  a 
petilion  from  the  attending  phy- 
sician of  the  Limerick  gaol  against 
the  Irish  grand  jury  presentment 
bill. 

Lorrf^or/on  presented  three  pe- 
titions from  three  sub-sherift*s  of 
counties  in  Ireland  against  the 
same  bill. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  June  11. — 
Mr.  C.  Calvert  moved  that  the 
Southwark  Court  of  RequesU  bill 
be  recommitted.  The  hon.  mem- 
ber stated  that  his  object  was  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  fees  re- 
quired to  be  paid  in  the  court. 

Mr.  Denison  and  Mr,  P.  Moore 
supported  the  motion,  which  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Wood 
and  Mr.  H,  Sumner. 

Mr.  Hume  approved  of  the  mo- 
tion. As  a  proof  that  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  court 
required  reformation,  the  hon. 
member  stated,  that  in  May  last 
182  causes  were  heard  for  debts, 
amounting  to  62/.  ^s.  Bd.,  the  fees 
paid  upon  which  amounted  to 
561.  lOs.  lOrf. 

Mr.  T.  Wilson  wished  the  re- 
conHniCtal  of  the  bill  to  be  post- 
poned till  next  session. 

Mr.  G.  Bennet  supported  the 
motion. 

The  house  then  divided;  the 
numbers  were,  Ayes>  35 — Noes,  19. 

The  committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed, and  ordered  to  make  their 
report  on  or  before  Friday  se'n- 
nigbt 

Mr.  C.  Calvert  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  owners  of  wharfs 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
against  the  London-bridge  bilL 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  stated,  tbat 
Mr. 
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Mr.  Telford^  the  engineer,  had  re- 
ported,  that  the  whole  amount  of 
injury  which  W9uld  result  to  own* 
ers  of  wharfs  from  London-bridge 
to  Teddington,  in  consequence  of 
re-building  London-bridge,  would 
not  exceed  10,000/. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  L 
CqfiUf  oomplaining  of  the  impedi- 
ments which  were  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  passing  of  the  bill  be« 
fore  the  house,  the  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  N.  Calvert  brought  up  the 
report  on  the  Limerick  local  taxa- 
tion bill. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  duty  on  coals — against  slavery 
— for  a  provision  in  the  bankruptcy 
law  amendment  bill — from  Leices- 
ter in  favour  of  abolishing  the 
combination  laws— for  protecting 
duties  on  com — from  Trinidad,  to 
be  governed  by  British  laws. 

Mr.  Peel  presented  copies  and 
e3(tracts  of  despatches  from  the 
Lord  -  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ad- 
dressed to  the  Home  Department. 
— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr,  J.  WWianu  said  that  he 
was  requested  by  his  hon.  friend, 
the  member  for  Westminster  (Sir 
F.  Burdett),  to  state,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  his  present  state  of 
health  not  permitting  him  to  at- 
tend the  house,  he  should  postpone 
his  motion  on  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  house  in  the  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  the  sheiiff  of 
Dublin  until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Hobhause  said,  that  for  the 
reasons  stated  by  the  honourable 
member  (Mr.  J.  Williams),  he 
should,  on  the  part  of  his  hon. 
colleague,  postpone  his  motion  on 
the  subject  of  military  flogging. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  postponement  of 
the  hoD.  biiromf  s  motion^  he  must 


also  postpone  one  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  conseouent  upon  it,  as 
to  the  state  of  Ireland.  He  now, 
however,  gave  notice,  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  (he  would  to- 
morrow name  the  particular  day) 
he  would  present  a  petition  from 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
complaining  of  the  administration 
of  justice  in  that  country.  He  also 
gave  notice,  that  on  the  day  of  pre- 
senting this  petition,  he  would 
move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house. 

Mr,  Huskisson  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  silk-manufactqre  bill.   . 

Several  members  spoke.  The 
general  opinieir  was  in  favour  of 
the  bill. 

The  house  divided  upon  the 
third  reading — For  it,  53 — Against 
it,  40.  It  was  accordingly  read 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Western  rose  to  bring  for- 
ward his  motion  on  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments.  He  was  tho- 
roughly convinced  that  the  con- 
traction of  the  currency  by  the  act 
of  1819  had  heaped  calamity  upon 
the  country,  had  added  greatly  to 
the  burdens  of  the  people,  and  had 
worked  such  a  spoliation  and  con- 
fiscation of  property  as  had  altered 
the  ranks  and  stations  of  society. 
He  did  not  view  this  merely  as  an 
agricultural  question — ^he  protested 
against  its  being  so  considered, 
though  it  had  certainly  had  the 
effect  of  so  reducing  the  income  of 
the  landed  proprietor,  the  profits 
of  his  tenants,  and  the  wages  of 
labour,  that  country  gentiemen 
were  impoverished,  farmers  dis- 
tressed, and  peasants  degraded. 
It  was  a  prevailing  notion  in  some 
quarters  that  agriculture  was  re- 
covering, and  that  it  would  in  time 
revert  to  its  former  state  of  pro- 
sperity. 
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sp^rity.     Nothing  could  be  more 
fatal  than  this  expectation,  and  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  during  the 
last  quarter,  showed  that  it  was 
founded  in  error.      Between  Janu- 
ary and  May,  the  average  price  of 
wheat  had  been  only  46«„  and  of 
barley,  SOs. ;  and  though  the  bar- 
ley last  year  was  only  two-fifths 
of  a  crop,  the  price  bad  not  been 
higher  than  it  was  thirty  years 
ago.     He  contended  that  the  nao- 
nied  income  of  the  country,  in  all 
other  branches,  had  been  reduced 
do  per  cent,  and  it  was  admitted 
that  it  had  b^n  lowered  10  per 
cent,  even  by  his  antagonists.  The 
income  of  the  land   in   England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  might  be 
estimated,  before  the  repeal  of  the 
property  tax,  at  50,000,000/.,  and 
the  value  of  the  produce  at  four 
times  that  sum,  or  200,000,000/. ; 
and  the  effect  of  the  bill  of  1819 
had  been  just  the  same  as  if  twenty 
millions  of  new  taxes  had  been 
laid  upon  the  land.      There  was  a 
,  reduction  of  SO  per  cent,  upon  the 
gross  produce,    or  sixty  millions 
out  of  two  himdred  millions,  and  it 
was  taken  from  the  rental  of  the 
landlord,  the  profits  of  the  tenant, 
and  the  wages,  of  the  peasant.     It 
was  also  fek  severely    by  other 
classes  of  the  community.     With 
regard  to  the  passing  of  what  was 
called  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  if  he  could 
show  that,  there  was  reasonable 
ground  to  believe  that  the  House 
of  Conmions,  in  1819,  was  not 
fully  aware  of  the  consequences 
that    might    result  .from    it,   or 
that  there  was  a  total  misappre- 
hension as   to. the  value  of  the 
currency,  he  thought  he  should 
have    laid   sufficient  ground    for 
acquiescence  in  his  motion.     He 
would  observe  that  there  was  no* . 
thing  of  which  the  .house  ought  to 
be  80  jealous  as  of  the  burdens 


imposed  upon  the  people ;  and  for 
the  sake  of  mere  consistency  it  was 
bound   to  examine   how   heavily 
the  people  in    this    instance  had 
been  loaded.      He   insisted  that 
the  act  of  which  he  complained 
had  laid  a  dead  weight  upon  the 
industry  of  the  kingdom,  compar- 
ed with  which   the  property-tax 
was   a    boon.      It   was    singpular 
that   throughout  all  the  debates 
and  inquiries    before    committees 
'previous  to  1819,  the  amount  of 
the  debt,  and  the  weight  of  taxa- 
tion>  had  never  once  been  consider- 
ed.    The  house,  at  that  date,  had 
never  contemplated  the  effect  of  the 
debt,  and  of  the  amount  of  tax- 
ation.    It  had  appeared  to  think  of 
nothing  but  the  difierence  between 
the  price  of  gold  as  estimated  by 
paper;  and  the  hon.  member  for 
Portarlington  (Mr.  Ricardo)  bad 
thought  he  had  done  all  tbut  was 
necessary,    when   he    fancied  he 
had  made  ont  the  depreciation  to 
amount  to  five  per  cent. ;  this  es- 
timate had  been  formed  without 
any  reference  to  what  writers  in  ail 
times  and  countries  admitted  to  be 
requisite — the  proportion  borne  by 
gold  to  articles  of   prime  neces- 
sity, and  especially  to  bread-corn. 
Upon  this  point,  the  h<m.  member 
cited  the  opinion  of  ^e  late  Mr. 
Horner,  contending  at  the  same 
time  that  br^ad-corn  ought  to  be 
the  real  standard  of  the  value.   He 
then  adverted  to  the  relative  prices 
of  wheat  and.  valu^  of  gold  at  dif- 
ferent periods:  for  150  years  an- 
terior to   1792,  there  had   been 
comparatively    little  variation  io 
the  price  of  wheat,  the  average  be* 
ing41«.;  but  after  179iS9  the  fluc- 
tuation had  been  great,  and  the  ad- 
vance rapid,    the   average  being 
nearly  double>  or  more  than  80f. 
He  found  that  from  169^  to  1793,. 
an  ounce  of  gold  of  the  value  of 
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Si.  17«.  lOjJ.,  would  comnaand 
fifteen  bushels  of  wheat.  From 
1792  to  1797,  it  would  command 
onlj  ten  bushels  of  wheat.     From 

1797  to  1802,  the  ounce  of  gold 
having  advanced  to  4L,  and  the 
quarter  of  wheat  to  88^.,  it  would 
command  only  seven  bushels :  from 
1802  to  1807,  it  would  command 
eight buahels;  from  1807  to  1812, 
only  six  bushels  and  three  pecks, 
and  from  1812  to  I8I7,  seven 
bushels  and  two  pecks.  Exactly 
to  the  extent  of  the  depression  of 
the  currency,  was  tl\e  increase  in 
the  amount  of  debt  incurred  by  the 
country,  and  the  land  was  at  this 
moment  loaded  with  the  payment 
of  what  it  had  never  received.  He 
would  now  briefly  state  the  words 
of  hjB  motion :  it  was  for  *'  a  com- 
mittee to  take  into  consideration 
the  changes  made  in  the  value  of 
the  currency   between    the    year 

1798  and  the  present  time,  and 
the  consequences  produced  thereby 
upon  the  monied  income  of  the 
conntry.  derived  from  industry ;  the 
amount  of  the  debt  considered  re* 
latively  to  the  monied  interest,  and 
the  effect  of  such  changes  upon  the 
monied  contracts  between  indivi- 
duals." He  maintained  that  in 
every  instance  in  which  the  land- 
lord had  held  his  tenant  to  the 
strict  terms  of  their  contract,  the 
tenant  had  become  an  absolute 
iMSgg^f  &nd  few  instances  could  be 
(bund  where  it  was  not  necessary 
to  reduce  the  rent  thirty  per  cant. ; 
this  thirty  per  cent.,  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  was  taken,  not  fh)m 
the.  gross,  but  from  the  net  income 
of  the  landlord.  It  was  to  be  re- 
collected also,  that  during  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  all  contracts  had 
been  made,  settlements  had  been 
granted^  mortgages  fixed,  and  join- 
tures, settled :  they  were  framed 
and  created  on  the  basis  of  the 


land  under  the  former  currency. 
Taking,  therefore,  thirty  per  cent, 
under  such  circumstances,  was  to 
reduce  landed  proprietors  to  the 
utmost  distress — ^to  make  even 
peers  paupers,  and  the  gentry  of 
the  land  absolute  beggars.  He 
called  upon  landed  proprietors  on 
the  other  side  to  deny  this  state- 
ment. No  man  could  contradict 
the  assertion ;  and  the  effect  of  the 
present  system,  if  persevered  in* 
would  be  to  produce  a  wretched 
race  of  smock-frocked  farmers,  and 
a  peasantry  feeding  upon  potatoes: 
nothing  was  so  much  to  be  depre- 
cated as  a  potatoe-fed  population. 
Whatever  hon.  gentlemen  might 
think,  this  was  a  general,  and  at 
all  points  a  general  question. 
There  were  classes  which  had  not 
yet  suffered;  but  let  them  wait; 
their  turn  would  come.  Let  any 
thing  like  a  scarcity — any  thing 
approaching  to  a  scarcity — show 
itself  under  our  present  starved  and 
diminished  state  of  cultivation,  and 
the  monied  classes  would  quickly 
feel  that  pressure  which  now  bore 
wholly  upon  the  agriculturists. 
And  again  he  urged  the  house  to 
look  well  to  the  condition  of  the 
peasantry.  To  that  claiss  of  men, 
particularly,  the  existing  system 
was  pregnant  with  ruin.  Had  not 
the  wages  of  agriculture  already 
fallen!  He  said  that  they  had; 
and,  what  was  ten  times  worse  as 
regarded  the  labourer,  there  existed 
no  longer  that  competition  for  his 
work  which  alone  could  secure  him 
a  competent  rate  of  wages.  The 
Ifi^ourer — and  he  repeated  it — was 
losing  his  fair  station  in  society. 
He  could  no  longer  now  carry  his 
services  fairly  into  the  market; 
he  was  compelled  to  ask  employ- 
ment as  a  boon^  and  it  was  grant- 
ed to  him  as  a.  favour.  He 
(Mr.  Westeru)  was  loth  to  press 

so 
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80  loog  upon  the  patience  of  the 
house,  but  he  was  compelled  to 
think  that  the  bill  of  1819  had 
been  passed  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion. It  had  been  distinctly  de- 
clared in  1819,  that  the  difference 
produced  in  the  value  of  money 
would  not  exceed  five  per  cenL 
Would  any  one  now  say  that  the 
bill  had  not  produced  a  difference 
of  more  than  three  times  five  per 
cent.?  And,  apart  from  the  in- 
jury to  individuals,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  to  the  country  from 
this  bill  ?  Did  any  one  believe 
that  we  could  engage  in  a  war  (if 
necessary)  with  our  currency  in  the 
state  to  which  it  had  been  brought 
by  the  act  of  1819?  Why,  the 
first  shot  that  was  fired  must  be 
the  signal-— he  was  convinced  of  it 
— for  an  extended  currency.  The 
difference  which  the  bill  of  1819 
.had  made,  he  was  sure,  was  not 
fully  apparmic  to  honourable  mem- 
bers. Why,  the  highest  amount 
paid  by  the  country  in  the  most 
expensive  year  of  the  late  war,  did 
not,  calculated  in  our  existing  cur- 
rency, exceed  the  amount  which 
we  were  paying  at  present.  Dur- 
ing three  heavy  years  of  the  late 
war,  our  charge  bad  averaged 
74^000,000/.  a  year;  during  three 
years  still  heavier,  the  average 
charge  had  been  84,000,000/. 
But  these  millions  were  millioDs 
of  depreciated  currency.  The 
74,000,000/.  were  subject  to  a 
depreciation  of  twenty-one;  the 
84,000,000/.  to  a  depreciation  of 
twenty-eight  per  cent.  So,  then, 
in  the  money  of  the  present  day,  the 
amounu  were  only  58,000,000/. 
and  60,000,000/.  But  could  the 
country,  widi  its  present  currency, 
even  sustain  a  yearly  charge  of 
84,000,000/.  or  of  74,000,000/.  f 
The  thing  was  morally^-it  was  ab« 


solutely  impoisible.  He  said  that 
.  the  bill  of  1819  was  not  the  resto- 
ration of  an  old  currency,  but  the 
enactment  of  a  new  one.  It  was 
called  a  coming  back  to  the  state 
of  things  of  twenty-two  years  be- 
fore ;  but  what  was  to  become  of 
all  the  transactions  that  had  takea 
place  (and  were  still  pending)  in 
the  interim — those  numerous  and 
weighty  transactions,  both  public 
and  private,  which  had  been  the 
natural  concomitants  of  a  twenty 
years'  war?  Was  nothing  to  be 
done  as  to  the  immense  mass  of 
public  as  well  as  private  debt  in- 
curred ?  Was  no  notice  to  be  taken 
that  all  the  rates  of  payment 
through  the  country  had  been 
changed?  Why,  the  pay  of  the 
army  had  been  nearly  doubled. 
The  pay  of  the  navy  had  been 
greatly  increased.  The  civil  list, 
the  sfdaries  of  officers,  the  cost  of 
every  establishment  of  the  govern- 
ment, had  been  raised.  In  all  these 
cases  the  rates  of  payment  had 
been  raised  to  meet  the  depreciated 
currency;  and  upon  what  principle 
of  reason,  fairness,  or  common 
sense,  did  Government  revert  to 
the  high  value  of  money,  and  yet 
leave  all  these  establishments  at 
the  nominal  rate  of  the  low  value 
of  money  ?  It  was  a  violation  of 
duty-^of  faith  to  the  public — to  re- 
store, by  an  act,  the  higher  value 
of  the  currency,  and  yet  leave  the 
country  burdened  with  the  same 
nominal  amount  which  had  only 
been  laid  upon  it  with  a  view  to 
the  lower  value.  Feeling  that  not 
only  the  landed  proprietors  but  all 
ranks  of  people  were  interested  in 
the  present  question — feeling  that 
there  only  wanted  some  small 
change  of  circumstances  to  bring 
that  pressure  upon  every  class  of 
men  which  had  yet  been  felt  chiefly 
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bj  one  class  only; — feeling  this, 
be  thought  it  his  duty  to  urge  the 
bouse  to  an  inquiry;  and  should  sit 
down  by  moving  **  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  examine 
into  changes  of  currency  between 
the  year  1793  and  the  present  time, 
and  to  ascertain  what  effects  had 
been  produced  by  those  changes — 
first,  upon  the  money  income  of 
the  country  as  derived  from  its  in- 
dustry ; — second)  upon  the  amount 
of  public  debt  and  taxation  as  con- 
sequent upon  the  alteration  of  the 
money  income  of  the  country ; — 
and  last,  upon  private  contracts  be- 
tween individuals." 

Mr,  Ricardo  agreed  with  the 
bon.  member  for  Essex  in  most  of 
bis  propositions ;  but  the  fault  of 
the  bon.  member,  and  of  those  on 
bis  side  of  the  question  was,  that 
they  first  advanced  principles  which 
no  man  could  deny,  and  then  drew 
inferences  from  those  principles 
which  no  man  could  assent  to.  No 
one  doubted  that  in  proportion  as  the  * 
quantity  of  money  in  the  country 
increased,  its  value  must  fall.  No 
one  questioned  but  that  the  resto- 
ration of  metallic  currency,  by  di- 
minishing the  amount  of  actual 
money  in  the  country,  must  have 
raised  its  price.  These  were  prin- 
ciples which  he  (Mr.  Ricardo) 
himself  had  asserted ;  but  the  dif- 
ference between  him  and  the  bon. 
member  for  Essex  was  this — it  was 
as  to  the  degree  in  which  the  value 
of  ourcurrenoy  had  been  increased, 
and  the  degree  in  which  prices  ge- 
nerally had  been  diminished  by  the. 
bin  (called  Mr.Peel's  bill)  of  I8I9. 
-It  was  from  seeing  the  immense 
power  which  the  Bank,  prior  to 
1819»  possessed — a  power  which 
he  believed  that  body  was  inclined 
to  exercise  fairly,  but  which,  ne- 
vertheless, might  have  been  so 
used  as  to  have  become  formidable 


to  the  interests  of  the  country — 
it  was  from  the  view  which  he  took 
of  the  extent  of  that  power  of  the 
Bank^  that  he  had  rejoiced  in  1 819 
in  the  prospect  of  a  fixed  currency : 
he  had  cared  little  at  the  time 
what  the  currency  established  was 
—whether  it  continued  at  its  then  * 
value,  or  went  back  to  the  old 
standard — his  object  had  been  a 
fixed  currency  of  some  description 
or  other.  In  the  discussion  of 
1819,  he  certainly  had  said  that 
he  measured  the  depreciation  of  the 
then  currency  by  the  difference  of 
value  between  paper  and  gold ;  and 
he  held  to  that  opinion  still.  He 
maintained  now  that  the  value  of 
a  currency  could  not  be  measured 
but  by  a  reference  to  the  proper 
standard — that  was,  to  gold ;  but 
he  did  not  say,  nor  had  he  ever 
said,  that  the  standard  itself  was 
not  variable.  If  he  had  given  an 
opinion  in  1819>  that  by  the  mea- 
sure then  proposed  the  price  of 
commodities  would  not  be  varied 
more  than  ^ve  per  cent.,  let  it 
be  explained  under  what  circum- 
stances that  opinion  had  been 
given.  The  difference  in  181 9  be- 
tween paper  and  gold  being  hye 
per  cent.,  and  the  paper  being 
brought  by  the  bill  of  1819  up  to 
the  gold  standard,  he  had  consi- 
dered that,  as  the  value  of  the  cur- 
rency was  only  altered  &Ye  per 
cent.,  there  could  be  no  greater  va- 
riation than  five  per  cent,  in  the 
result  as  to  prices.  But  this  cal* 
culation  had  always  been  subject 
to  a  supposition  that  no  change 
was  to  take  place  in  the  value  of 
the  gold.  Mr.  Peel's  bill,  as  ori- 
ginally constituted,  led  the  way  to- 
no  such  change.  That  bill  did  not 
require  the  Bank  to  provide  itself 
with  any  additional  stock  of  gold. 
It  was  not  a  bill  demanding  that 
coin  should  be  thrown  into  circu- 
lation. 


soft 


BRITISH    AND 


latio0.  If  was  a  bill  by  which,  if 
they  bad  followed  it  strictly,  the 
Bank  would  have  been  enabled  to 
carry  on  the  currency  of  the  coun- 
try in  paper,  without  using  an 
ounce  more  of  gold  than  was  al- 
ready in  their  possession.  The 
charge  then  was,  that  gold  had 
since  1819  altered  its  value.  No 
doubt  it  had;  and  why?  Why, 
because  the  Bank,  from  the  mo- 
ment of  the  passing  of  the  bill  of 
1819,  set  their  faces  against  the 
due  execution  of  it.  Instead  of 
paying  in  ingots,  they  carried  away 
their  bullion  to  the  Mint.  They 
turned  the  exchanges  in  favour  of 
this  country,  when  that  measure 
was  wholly  unnecessary.  A  quan- 
tity of  gold  flowed  into  England, 
which  the  Bank  eagerly  bought 
up.  By  their  measures,  they  oc- 
casioned a  demand  for  gold,  which 
was  in  no  way  necessarily  conse- 
quent upon  the  bill  of  1813 ;  and 
so  raising  the  price  of  gold  in  the 
general  market  of  the  world,  they 
changed  the  standard  with  refer- 
ence to  which  our  currency  had 
been  calculated,  in  a  manner  which 
had  not  been  presumed  upon.  But 
the  honourable  member  for  Essex 
said  nothing  of  all  this.  He  merely 
came  down  to  the  house,  and  said, 
my  proof  that  there  has  been  such 
and  such  an  alteration  in  the  value 
of  gold  is,  that  there  is  such  a 
change  in  the  price  of  wheat  and 
of  other  commodities.  Why  this* 
indeed,  was  a  sweeping  principle. 
Every  alteration,  under  every  cir- 
cumstance, in  the  price  of  commo- 
dities, might  so  be  solved  without' 
the  trouble  of  inquiry,  by  refer- 
ence to  the  ^alue  of  gold.  But, 
according  to  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Essex,  he 
(Mr.  Ricardo)  could  not  see  any 
great  injustice  (even  were  the  cer- 


tainty of  the  event  made  out)  in 
the  price  of  corn  for  some  years  to 
come  being  the  same  as  it  was  be- 
fore the  war.  He  really  did  not 
see  what  injustice  (if  all  that,  hap- 
pened) would  be  put  upon  the  land- 
owners. Those  gentlemen  might 
talk  of  immense  debt,  and  of  taxes 
to  be  paid,  and  say  that  they  could 
not  pay  the  taxes  of  1 823  at  the 
prices  of  1792 :  why,  grant  that 
to  be  bound  to  do  so  was  a  burden; 
but  it  was  not  a  heavier  burden 
than  the  other  classes  of  the 
community  had  to  bear*  The 
hon.  member  for  Essex  argued  as 
though  the  stockholder  had  been 
greatly  benefited  by  this  change 
in  the  value  of  the  currency.  Why 
it  was  possible,  certainly,  for  sudh 
eveuts  to  benefit  the  stockholder; 
but  really,  in  the  present  instance, 
he  had  not  been  benefited.  For 
our  debt,  let  it  be  remembered, 
500,000,000/.  of  it  had  been  con- 
tracted before  the  currency  began 
to  be  depreciated.  The  rest  of  the 
debt  certainly  had  been  contracted 
in  the  depreciated  currency;  but  the 
loss  of  the  stockholders  upon  their 
dividends  for  the  500,000,000/.,  aa 
to  which  they  were  entitled  to  re- 
ceive in  money  at  par,  would  be 
sufiicientto  buy  a  perpetual  annuity 
equal  to  the  cost  of  the  country, 
in  paying  them  as  to  the  debt  fdtU 
the  500,000,000/,  in  currency  at 
the  higher  value.  It  was  said,  too, 
that  the  pay  of  the  army  and  navy 
was  increased.  Why,  that  was 
a  loss;  but  it  was  a  loss  which 
fell  equally  upon- all  the  country, 
and  not  particularly  upon  the 
agricultural  interest.  For  his  (Mr. 
Ricardo's)  own  part,  it  did  ap- 
pear to  him  that  the  success  of  the 
present  niotion  would  not  benefit 
the  lauded  interest  a  jot;  because 
the  motion  asked  for  an  exa* 
mination 
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mmation  as  to  the  changes 
from  the  year  1793  to  the  present 
time.  And  as  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  the  landed  interest  bad, 
between  the  years  1800  and  1814, 
derived  vast  advantages  from  the 
depreciation  of  currency,  the  pre- 
sent motion,  compelling  them  to 
make  due  allowance  for  the  ben&* 
its  they  had  acquired  during  those 
years,  would  take  from*  them  an 
amount,  equal  to  that  which  they 
were  like  to  lose  by  the  change  of 
1819.  The  actual  alteration  in  the 
value  of  money  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, the  hon.  member  for  Essex 
estimated  at  SO  per  cent  He  (Mr. 
Ricardo)  did  not  think  that  any 
such  alteration  had  occurred «  If 
Mr.  Peel's  bill^had  been  strictly 
followed,  the  alteration,  he  repeat- 
ed, would  not  have  exceeded  5  per 
cent.  The  conduct  of  the  Bank 
had  certainly  produced  a  farther 
alteration,  and  one  which  he  had 
not  expected;  but  that  alteration 
taken  in  its  fullest  extent,  could 
scarcely  amount  to  5  per  cent  more* 
The  true  cause  of  the  fall  in  the 
price  of  com  was  not  the  change 
in  the  currency,  but  the  abundance 
of  the  supply.  Where  were  the 
proofs  of  a  30  per  cent,  change  in 
the  value  of  money  ?  The  legacy 
doty,  the  probate  duty,  the  ad  va- 
lorem duty  on  stamps— our  reve- 
nue from  all  these  sources  was  ra- 
ther upon  the  increase;  and  cer- 
tainly if  a  raised  value  of  money 
bad  lessened  the  value  of  property, 
less  might  be  expected  generally 
to  be  paid  upon  transfers  of  pro- 
perty. The  honourable  member 
for  Essex  asked  if  any  man  would 
say,  Uiat  under  her  present  system 
of  currency  the  countiy  could 
bear  the  expenses  of  a  war  f  Would 
any  man  say  now  that  the  country 
eould  '  pay   84»000,000/.  a  year  ? 


Now,  as  the  84,000,000/.,  accord- 
ing to  the  honourable  member's  own 
statement,  was  only  60,000,000/. 
of  our  present  currency,  the  ques- 
tion ought  rather  to  have  been. 
Could  the  country  pay  60,000,000/? 
But  he  thought  that  the  country 
would  be  able  to  pay  just  as  much 
under  the  existing  system  as  under 
any  system  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Essex's  recommen- 
dation; for  he  thought  that  a 
change  in  the  value  of  her  cur- 
rency could  have  no  effect  at  all 
upon  the  powers  of  a  country. 
This  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  few 
points  upon  which  he  differed  from 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade.  That 
hon.  gent  had  spoken  of  the  alte- 
ration in  the  currency  as  a  useful 
measure,  viewed  as  a  war  measure* 
Now,  he  thought  it  was  a  mea- 
sure of  no  effect  at  all.  A  change 
in  the  value  of  currency  might  be 
iniquitous  as  to  individuals;  it 
might  cake  the  money  out  of  one 
man's  pocket  to  put  it  into  that 
of  another;  but  it  could  have  no 
operation  whatever  upon  the  powers 
of  a  state.  And  here  he  would 
just  pause  to  correct  an  error  which 
appeared  in  a  pamphlet  written 
by  the  hon.  member  for  Essex. 
The  hon.  member,  speaking  of  the 
amount  of  debt  contracted  in  de- 
preciated currency,  gave  the  whole 
sum  so  contracted  as  actually  ope- 
rating. Now,  as  a  great  deal  of 
what  had  been  contracted  in  the 
depreciated  currency  bad  also  been 
paid  off  in  the  depreciated  currency, 
the  amount  taken  as  operating 
could  be  no  more  than  the  boianoe. 
He  would  remind  the  hon.  gent, 
of  what  bad  taken  place  in  that 
bouse  in  1811,  and  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman's own  conduct  upon  that 
occasion.  The  house  might  re- 
collect 
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collect  that  a  bill  had  been  brought 
ID  in  consequence  of  Lord  King 
having  demanded  the  payment  of 
bis  rents  in  the  coin  of  the  realm 
instead    of    ^e    paper    currency. 
Suppose  that  bill  had  been  thrown 
out,    agreeably  to     the   views    of 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  wished  at 
the  time  that  the  law  should  take 
its  conrsei  and  that  creditors  should 
be    defended    in  demanding  their 
payments    in    coin — what    would 
have  been  the  result  in  that  case  ? 
Would  not  the  ounce  of  gold  have 
fallen  the  very  next  day  tod/.  lOsl 
Would  there  have  been  no  incon- 
venience in  an  alteration   in  the 
value    of   the    currency   to    that 
amount  ?     With  what  grace  could 
the  honourable  gentleman  reproach 
him  now  with  an  alteration  of  only 
6  per  cent.,  to  take  place  in  four 
years,  he  having  himself  advoca- 
ted a  measure  which  would  have 
caused   a  depreciation   of  15   per 
cent,  in  a  single  day  ?     The  hon. 
member  proceeded    to   controvert 
the    arguments   set  forth  .by  the 
hon.  mover  in  a  pamphlet  recently 
published.     It  was  there  admitted 
that  the  prices  of  the  Continent  had 
fallen  since  1814  no  less  than  25i 
per  cent.      It  was  asserted  that 
those  of  England   had  fallen  44^, 
and  it  was  inferred  that  the  fall 
WHS  entirely  owing  to  the  altera- 
tion in  the  value  of  the  currency. 
Now  there  had  been  no  alteration 
of  currency  in  the  markets  of  Am- 
sterdam, from  which  the  first  de- 
preciation was  taken  :  the  fair  infer- 
ence would  have  been,  that  the  al- 
teration of  our  currency  had  caused 
a  depreciation  equal  to  the  differ- 
ence of  these  two  sums,  or  19  per 
cent.     After  going  though  various 
other  objections  which  he  took  to 
the  contents  of  the  same  pamphlet, 
he  west  on  to  justify  the  opinions 


which  he  had  given  before  the  bul- 
lion committee  from  an  attack 
which  had  been  made  upon  them 
in  another  pamphlet  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Callington.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  motion.  It  was  too 
late  to  make  any  new  alteration 
in  the  currency.  The  difficulties- 
of  the  measure  of  1819  were  now 
chiefly  got  over.  The  people  were 
reconciled  to  it.  He  disputed  the 
accuracy  of  the  assertion,  that  the 
agriculturists  suffered,  and  the  pub- 
lic annuitant  gained,  by  that  mea- 
sure; several  of  the  pubUc  credi- 
tors gained,  but  many  of  them  who 
lent  their  money  before  the  de- 
preciation lost.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  odious  and  ab.^urd  com  laws, 
agricuUure  might  revive  as  well 
as  the  other  interests.  For  his  own 
part  he  should  have  no  great  ob- 
jection to  the  inquiry,  and  he  really 
thought  that  it  would  be  only  a 
just  punishment  on  his  honourable 
friend  to  give  him  his  motion. 
He  would  of  course  be  chairman 
of  his  own  committee,  and  tired 
enough  he  would  be  of  his  office,  by 
the  time  he  had  adjusted  all  the 
interests  relative  to  his  new  modus 
in  the  payment  of  tithes,  rents, 
taxes,  and  other  dues.  However, 
the  measure  was  only  calculated  to 
produce  strange  and  alarniing  fluc- 
tuations in  all  the  transactions  of 
commerce  and  agricuUure;  and 
for  this,  together  with  the  other 
reasons  which  he  had  ^vanced,  he 
must  oppose  the  motion. 

The  Marquis  of  Tttchfield  and 
Mr.  Baring  titerwards  spoke ;  after 
which. 

Lord  Folkestone  rose  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  question, 
as  there  were  many  hon.  members 
who  wished  to  deliver  their  senti- 
ments upon  it. 

Mr.  Canning  wished,   in  conae- 
queoce 
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(|o«noe  of  tlie  busioesB  which  stood 
for  Thursday^  that  the  debate 
should  be  adjourned  till  Tuesday 
next. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which 
Mr,  Brougham,  Sir  James  Macin- 
toskf  Mr.  H^  G.  Bennei,  and  Mr. 
GouUmm  participated,  as  to  the 
day  to  which  the  debate  should  be 
adjourned,  it  was  agreed  that  it 
should  stand  for  Thursday. 

Mr.  Hume  postponed  his  motion 
relative  to  the  Irish  government 
till  the  I9tfa  inataot. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  ofLordsyJune  If. — The 
Duke  of  Somerset  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  weights 
and  measures. 

A  petition  was  presented  for  a 
clause  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
house  to  make  the  marriage  of  Ro- 
man Catholics  by  priests  of  their 
own  persuasion  legal. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Marquis 
of  Lansdortsn,  the  Irish  joint  tenancy 
bill  went  through  a  committee. 
The  report  to  be  received  to-mor- 
row. The  noble  marquis  observed, 
in  order  to  correct  an  erroneous 
opinion  which  prevailed  both  in 
this  country  and  in  Ireland,  that 
the  bill  did  not  take  away  any  ex- 
isting franchise  whatever. 

The  Marquis  ofLansdown  moved 
the  commitment  of  the  Irish  grand 
jury  presentment  bill. 

The  EarlofDonoyghmore  thought 
the  sut^ect  needed  farther  enquiry, 
and  moved  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  bill  be  committed  on.  Monday 
next,  and  that  the  parties  be  beard 
by  counsel  in  support  of  what 
they  deemed  to  be  their  vested 
rights. 

After  some  conversation,  the 
amendnient  was  agreed  to. 

1S23. 


'  The  Mat^quis  of'Lansdawn  rose 
to  move  the  second  reading  of  the 
dissenters'  marriage  bill,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  enable  dissen- 
ters to  have  the  marriage  ceremony 
performed  in  their  own  respective 
churches. 

It  was  opposed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor^  the  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury^  the  bishops  of  Worcester^ 
Chester,  and  Uandaff.  Lord 
Calthorpe  approved  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  as  did  Lord  Liverpool. 

Lord  EUenborough  said,  the  real 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  relieve  re-? 
ligious  scruples,  and  nothing  else. 
The  right  reverend  prelate  asserted 
tliat  the  moral  and  religious  inte- 
rests of  the  community  would  not 
be  safe  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  Now,  he  thought  those  in- 
terests were  not  much  advanced  by 
forcing  persons^  in  despite  of  their 
religious  scruples,  to  an  occasional 
conformity.  The  right  reverend 
prelate  admitted  that  the  subject 
demanded  consideration.  Why, 
then,  would  he  not  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, and  see  whether  the  bill 
could  not  be  rendered  satisfactory  ? 
With  respect  to  the  alteration  of 
the  liturgy,  he  doubted  whether 
it  could  be  effected,  so  as  to  in- 
clude all  dissenters,  without  doing 
that  to  which  he  had  a  most  seri- 
ous objection — namely,  converting 
marriage  into  a  mere  civil  cere- 
mony. There  were  few  things 
which  gave  him  more  pain  than  to 
see  the  right  reverend  bench  always 
thus  indisposed  to  give  rehef  to 
tender  consciences.  What  was  re- 
quired of  the  legislature  by  this 
bill  was  but  very  little :  what  the 
legislature  at  present  required  of 
the  dissenters  was  a  very  grievous 
obligation.  He  wished  to  see  noble 
lords  adhere  to  those  liberal  princi- 
ples of  legislation  ;  he  was  anxious 
U  to 
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to  see  the  right  revei^md  bench 
adopt  those  principles,  which  would 
reflect  much  more  honour  on  the 
Church  of  England  than*  those 
which  he  had  taken  occasion  to 
deprecate.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  warmly  supported  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  the 
Eari  of  Carnarvon^  the  house  divi- 
ded: For  the  second  reading,  21 — 
against  it,  £7. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed, 
on  the  bringing  up  of  the  new  marri- 
age act  re|)ort,  that  having  well  con- 
sidered  this  measure,  be  had  pre- 
pared a  clause  which  he  should  be 
enabled  to  submit  to  the  house  to- 
morrow. 

The  farther  consideration  of  the 
report  was  adjourned  till  to-mor- 
rOw. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  June  1%, — 
Upon  the  motion  of  Mr*  Kennedy, 
the  transfer  of  securities  (Scot- 
land) bill  was  read  a  third  t^me, 
and  passed. 

The  brimstone  duties'  drawback 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Mon- 
day. 

The  assessed  taxes'  composi- 
tion bill  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  Merries  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  post-horse  duties 
bill. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  objected  to  the 
clause  which  increased  the  duty  on 
horses  hired  for  the  dtty.  He  be« 
lieved  that  the  house  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  intended  to  in- 
crease  the  existing  duties. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
HerrieSf  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  Denman  presented  a  peti- 
tion  from    certain    inhabitants   of 


Liverpool,  praying  that  the  home 
would  take  into  consideration  the 
mode  of  forming  juries  in  England, 
with  a  view  of  remedying  the  evils 
which  attached  to  it.  The  peti- 
tioners complained,  amongst  otlter 
things,  that  great  inconvenience 
and  injustice  arose  from  the  circum- 
stance of  a  particular  class  of  per- 
sons only  being  summoned  to  serve 
on  grand  juries.  In  consequence  of 
this  mode  of  proceeding,  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Lancaster  had 
become  a  sort  of  standing  jury,  the 
same  names  being  continually 
placed  on  the  panels.  The  peti- 
tioners attributed  the  failure  of  jus- 
tice in  the  trials  of  the  Manchester 
Yeomanry  mainly  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  grand  jury  of  Lanca- 
shire was  nominated. 

Mr,  G.  Philips  said,  that  it  cer- 
tainly had  created  no  little  surprise 
in  his  mind,  that  the  grand  juryjiad 
thrown  out  the  bills  which  were 
preferred  against  the  Manchester 
Yeomanry.  He  was  of  opinion  the 
subject  of  the  nomination  of  grand 
juries  should  undergo  a  complete 
investigation. 

Mr.  Denman  observed,  that  one 
of  the  statements  of  the  petitioners 
was,  that  the  number  of  persons 
who  had  served  as  grand  jurors  in 
Lancashire,  during  the  last  twelve 
years«  was  only  38 ;  whereas  it 
ought  to  have  been  1 63. 

Lord  J.  Russell  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  Freemasons  of  Ire- 
land, praying  that  they  might  be 
exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
secret  oaths  bill  (Ireland.) 

Dr.  Phillimore  presented  a  peti^ 
tion  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Poynder, 
praying  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  England  might  be  placed  upon 
the  same  footing  as  those  of  Ire- 
land, with  respect  to  the  perform- 
ance of  the  marriage  ceremony. 

Sir 
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Sir  J,  Maciniotk  presented  a 
petition-  from  the  flax-dressers 
and  spinners  of  Knaresboroogh, 
against  the  reduction  of  duties 
on  tow. 

Sir.  G.  Noel  said,  tliat  on  the 
3rd  of  March  last  be  presented  a 
petition  from  the  lady  describing 
harself  as  the  Princess  Olive  c^ 
Cumberland^  praying  that  the 
house  might  take  her  case  into  con- 
sideration. He  now  rose  to  move 
that  that  petition  be  printed,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  give  notice, 
that  CO  Wednesday  next  he  would 
move  that  it  be  ra&rred  to  a  com* 
■uttee.  ile  thought  it  was  full  time 
that  this  question  should  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  other.  He  thought 
that  it  was  not  to  the  credit  of 
iDtnisterSy  that  this  matt^  should 
be  tufiered  to  remain  so  long  un-> 
determined.  If  this  lady  was  an 
ioDpostciri  it  was  for  the  credit  of 
the  Royal  Family  that  that  &ct 
should  be  put  out  of  doubt ;  but  if 
she  was  not^it  was  still  not  for  the 
credit  of  the  Royal  Family  that 
her  case  should  be  so  long  neglect* 
ed*  He  had  no  object  in  view  but 
that  of  respect  for  Uie  Royal  Fa* 
mily»  and  a  wish  that  justice 
should  be  done  in  bringing  this  ques- 
tion forward.— Tbe  petition  was  or* 
dered.to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  Mr.  Thomas  Uodson,  a  ship- 
owner of  the  port  ai  London,  pray- 
ing that  the  duty  on  hemp  might 
be  reduced  as  low  as  that  on  fo- 
reign flax. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hume^ 
there  was  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  house  a  return  of  the  number 
of  proseentiotts  to  conviction  in  the 
Court  of  F^chequer  in  Scotland, 
for  breaches  of  the  excise  laws; 
the  names  of  the  parties;  the 
amount  of  the  flnes,  and  the  man- 


ner in  which  they  were  applied  ; 
also  a  return  of  the  number  of 
cases  settled  by  compromise. 

3fr.  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  a  person  named  John  Clay- 
ton, complaining  ef  having  been 
dismissed  from  the  coal  meters' 
oflice,  without  just  cause,  or  with- 
out coqipensation,  after  a  service 
of  several  years. 

The  honourable  member  inti* 
mated  his  intention  of  bringing  the 
aubject  of  the  coal  meters'  regula* 
tJons  before  the  house  in  the  next 
session. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  die  brewers  of  Dublin, 
Cork,  and  Waterford,  complaining 
of  the  injurious  effects  upon  their 
business  by  the  great  reduction  in 
the  duties  on  Irish  spirits.  The 
petitioners  stated,  that,  by  the  re* 
duction  of  the  duties  on  Irish  spirits^ 
whisky  could  be  sold  in  IreMd 
for  about  one  half  of  its  preaanb 
price,  by  udiich  the  consumption  of 
naait  liq^ior  would  be  very  ma- 
terially di»inished.  The  gene* 
ral  use  of  spirits  was  most  injurious 
to  the  morals  of  any  people.  It 
was  well  known  (the  honourable 
member  added)  that  the  people  of 
Ireland,  as  indeed  the  inhabitants 
of  every  nation  in  a  state  of  semi- 
barbarism,  (which  was  unfortu- 
nately the  case  at  present  with  the 
greater  part  of  that  country,).  \vei« 
much  addicted  to  the  use  of  strong 
spirits — a  habit  whioh  bad  been  pro- 
ductive of  the  worst  consequence  to 
their  morals,  and  to  the  peace  of 
the  country;  The  recent  altera- 
tions in  tlie  duties  were  therefore 
moet  injurious,  in  making  whisky 
so  much  cheaper. 

Mr.  C*  W.  Wynn  informed  the 

house  that  the  ELast  India  Company 

had  agreed  to  pay  60,000/.  a-year 

on    account  of  half-pay   and  pen- 

u  2  sions 
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sions  to  his  Majesty *s  forces  serving 
in  tbe  East  Indies.  .  As  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  that  arrangement  to  be 
rati  lied  by  parliament,  be  gave  no> 
tice  that  he  should,to-morroWy  move 
a  resolution  in.  ratification  of  it,  in 
a  committee  of  tbe  whole  house. 
•At  the  same  time  he  should  move 
that  tlie  house  should  approve  of 
the  establisliment  of  a  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  at  Bombay ;  and 
also  of  certain  alterations  that 
were  about  to  be  made  in  tbe  exist- 
ing provisions  as  to  the  pension  to 
the  Judges  of  the  Indian  Courts  of 
Judicature  on  retirement ;  and  also 
to  tbe  granting  a  retiring  (tension 
to .  the  Recorder  of  Prince  of 
Wales's  island.  I  ie  should  likewise 
refer  to  the  committee  certain  pro- 
visions respecting  the  allowances  to 
the  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  and  tbe 
pensions  on  retirement  to  him 
and  the  several  archdeacons  in  his 
diocese. 

3fr.  HuskUson  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  several  owners  of  houses 
at  Liverpool,  complaining  of  the 
difficulty  of  ejecting  tenants  from 
tenements  which  they  held  over, 
and  praying  tbe  house  to  adopt 
some  means  of  removing  it. 

Mr<  Peel  laid  on  the  table  a 
petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Belfast,  complaining  of  the  high 
price  of  coals  imported  into  Ireland, 
and  praying  for  some  alteration 
in  the  coal  duties. 

Mr.  F,  Buxton  moved,  that 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
house  tbe  items  of  account  of 
a  sum  of  !2,2O0,0O0  fraDics  paid  by 
France,  under  the  convention  of 
1814,  in  discharge  o(  certain  claims 
on  property  captured  at  Bordeaux  ; 
also  an  account  of  the  application 
vof  the  said  sum ;  also  copies  of 
any  letters  which  might  have  been 
received  from  the   Duke  of   Wel- 


lington, addressed  to  Carl  Bathurst« 
or  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Fo- 
reign. Affairs,  in  the  months  of 
March  and  April  1814,  regarding 
tbe  ships  captured  at  Bordeaux ; 
and  various  other  papers  relative 
to  the  said  subject* — Ordered* 

Mr.  Western  movied  the  order 
of  the  day  for  resuming  tbe  ad- 
journed debate  on  the  resumption 
of  cash  payments. 

The  Speaker  having  read  the 
original  resolution, 

Mr.  fVodehouse.  and  Mr.  James 
spoke  in  favour  of  "  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  contracts." 

Lord  Folkestone  followed,  and 
moved,,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
original  motion,  the  following  addi- 
tion, **  and  also  to  consider  further 
of  some  remedy  for  the  consequences 
of  such  alteration  in  the  currency, 
and  among  other  things,  the  practi- 
cability of  establishing  an  equitable 
mode  to  adjust  contracts." 

Mr,  Peel  declined  any  prefatory 
remarks  upon  a  subject  so  fully  and 
frequently  discussed.  He  considered 
this  a  most  improper  time  to  intro- 
duce the  motion.  The  transactions 
of  the  country  had  been  conducted 
now  for  two  years  upon  the  faith  of 
two  distinct  decisions  of  the  house, 
againsteutertaining  the  motion.  He 
would  consider  the  question  under 
this  view .  Did  tbe  general  interests 
of  the  country  require  the  bouse  to 
go  into  a  revision  of  the  currency ; 
and  have  any  persons  sufiered  so  inju- 
riously and  unequally  as  to  make  an 
equitable  adjustment  of  contracts 
necessary?  Distinguishing  for  a 
while  between  mercantile  and 
agricultural  interests,  could  any 
man  doubt  that,  with  respect  to  the 
commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
conntry,  all  the  lamentable  predic- 
tions which  bad  been  pronounced 
in  that  house  had  failed  ?    While 

they 
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they  were  the  wonder  and  admira- 
tion of  Europe,  they  were  too  apt 
to  fall  into  despondency — tliey  were, 
with  respect  to  the  nation,  too  great 
hypochondriacs.  He  would  beseech 
the  house  only  to  look  at  the  ma- 
nufacturing and  commercial  inte- 
rests, and  say  whether  they  did  not 
present  the  most  satisfactory  in- 
dications of  prosperity.  He  knew 
that  it  would  be  easy  for  some  gen- 
tlemen to  state,  that,  in  particular 
'  parts  of  the  country  with  which 
they  were  connected,  some  distress 
was  still  felt ;  but  he  would  com- 
pare the  general  state  of  those  in- 
tereets  at  the  present  period  with 
that  which  had  prevailed  at  other 
times  since  18I7f  when  the  causes 
which  were  said  to  have  been  pro* 
duced  by  the  act  of  iai9  could  not 
have  existed.  He  knew  that  the 
agrkttltural  and  other  interests  had 
been  afiected  by  the  change  of  the 
currency,  but  he  denied  that  the 
act  of  18 19  was  the  cause.  He 
would  prove  that  the  same  e.yils 
hud  bc^  pointed  out  before  the 
adoption  of  that  measure.  For  this 
purpose  he  must  take  the  liberty  of 
referring  to  a  very  able  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  ibr 
Winchelsea  (Mr.  Brougham),  which 
was  a  valuable  record  of  the  then 
condition  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests. He  hoped  the  house  would 
not  consider  it  unimportant  to  the 
argun^ent,  that  the  change  of  the 
evrrency  had  affected  that  great 
mass  of  the  community  upon  whose 
labours  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
in  no  .small  degree  depended.  If 
he  should  seek  to  show  that  they 
enjoyed  greater  comforts  now  than 
at  any  former  period — if  he  could 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
house  that  this  class  of  the  peo- 
ple enjoyed  in  peace  the  ho- 
nest fruits  of   th^r   industry,   he 


thought  he  might  fairly  urge  that 
as  a  reason  why  the  house  should 
not  tamper  with  the  currency.  The 
hon.  member  for  Winchelsea,  at  the 
end  of  a  speech  delivered  in  that 
house  on  the  13th  of  March,  1817, 
on  the  subject  of  the  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures, ;  had  proposed  resolu- 
tions, one  of  which  was,  "  That  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the 
country  are  reduced  to  a  state  of 
such  unexampled  difficulty  as  de- 
mands the  ^  serioas  attention  of  this 
house.'*  In  the  course  of  .  that 
speech,  the  hon.  member  went 
through  the  principal  branches  of 
the  manufacturing  interests^  pointed 
out  the  distresses  under  which  the} 
laboured,  and  asked  how,  if  such 
was  the  condition  of  the  manufac- 
turing classes,  was  it  possible  that 
the  agricultural  interests  could 
prosper?  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  quoted  on  this  subject, 
from  Mr.  Child,  the  following  pas- 
sage : — *'  Trade  and  land  are  knit 
each  to  other,  and  must  wax  and 
wane  together;  so  that  it  shall 
never  be  well  with  land  but  trade 
must  feel  it,  nor  ill  with  trade  but 
land  must  fall.'*  Following  the 
course  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  had  pursued  on  the  occasion 
to  which  he  alluded,  he  (Mr.  Peel) 
should  proceed  to  show  the  con- 
trasted prosperity  which  the  ma- 
nufacturing classes  at  present  en- 
joyed, and  to  convince  the  house, 
as  he  hoped,  that  better  prospects 
must  arise  from  that  improvement, 
to  the  agricultural  interest.  He 
had,  early  in  the  present  year,  ad- 
dressed letters  to  those  local  and 
municipal  authorities  which  were 
best  calculated  to  furnish  the  in- 
formation he  wanted,  inquiring  of 
them  minute  particulars  respecting 
the  manufacturing  interests  in  their 
particular  districts.    He  should  ap- 


310 


BRITISH     AND 


ply  tbe  result  of  those  inquiiieft  to 
the  points  urg^  by  the  bon.  and 
learned  gent.,  because  he  thought 
that  would  be  a  fairer  course  than 
to  mention  them  arbitrarily,  and  as 
might  best  suit  the  purposes  of  his 
own  argument.  He  would  begin, 
thereforei  with  the  clothing  dxi* 
trict;  in  which  that  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  said  that,  in  1S16, 
from  the  calculations  which  had 
been  furnished  to  him,  there  Were 
only  75t  men  in  full,  and  1 439  in  par^ 
tial  work,  while  11^4  were  entirely 
idle.  The  account  which  he  (Mr. 
Peel)  had  received  from  Hudders- 
field  was,  that  at  the  present  time 
the  working  classes  were  better 
employed  than  they  had  ever  been : 
that  the  wages  of  spinners  was  25s> 
per  week,  those  of  weavers  from 
18^.  to  21«.  per  week;  that  the 
people  were  in  perfect  tranquiUity, 
and  that  the  number  of  buildings 
had  increased.  Hie  poor's-rates, 
which  had  been  lOs,  in  the  pound 
from  1815  to  1821,  fell  in  the  lat- 
ter year  to  Ss,  4(/.,  and  in  1 8^2 
were  reduced  to  6«.  8(f.  Sheffield, 
though  not  a  part  of  the  clothing 
manufacture,  was  so  important  a 
place,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
mention  it  here.  The  poor's-rate 
ki  that  town  had  amounted,  in 
1820,  to  36,000^.;  in  18^1,  to 
35,000/.;  in  1822,  to  19,500/.; 
and  it  was  estimated  thttt«  in  the 
current  year,  it  would  be  only 
18,000/.  The  buildings  had  been 
going  on  in  a  state  of  satisfactory 
increase,  and  tenants  were  pro<* 
Cured  for  the  new  houses  without 
difficulty.  Could  there  be  a  greater 
proof  of  the  advantage  which  mutt 
result  to  agriculturists  ?  The  num- 
ber of  consumers  being  increased, 
the  relief  to  the  growers  was  cer- 
taib.  When  the  last  census  was 
taken,  at  which  period  the  Bank 


restriction  was  in  operattoo,  there 
were  1600  houses  untenanted  in 
this  town — ^in  the  last  year  there 
was  not  one.  A  t  Halifax,  the  la- 
bouring classes  were  generally  well 
off;  the  poor-rates  had  been  re* 
duced,  and  a  large  increase  had 
been  made  in  the  number  of  houses, 
which  were  let  at  from  7/.  to  8/. 
per  annum.  8o  much  for  the 
clothing  towns.  He  would  next 
proceed  to  Birmingham,  which 
presented  a  fair  symptom  of  the 
condition  of  the  iron  trade  in  gene- 
ral. In  1817.  out  of  a  population  of 
84,000  souls,  27,000  received  pa- 
rochial relief.  One  third  of  them 
were  out  of  employment,  tbe  othei^ 
only  at  hM  work ;  and  the  poor-rate 
amounted  to  between  50,000/.  and 
60,000/.  In  answer  to  the  inquiries 
which  he  (Mr.  Peel)  had  made,  he 
learned  that  the  working  classes 
were  now  well  employed ;  that  there 
was  no  complaint,  no  disloyalty; 
and  that  ib  tbe  town  of  Birmidg- 
ham  425  houses  had  been  built  in 
the  year  1822.  The  poor-rate 
which,  from  1817  to  1820,  had 
been  52,006/.,  in  1821  was  only 
47,000/.  and  in  1822  only  20,000/., 
having  been  reduced  considerably 
more  than  half  in  the  last  two 
years.  Were  these,  then,  not  proo& 
that  the  working  classes  were  in  a 
condition  of  comparative  pros- 
perity ?  He  came  then  to  Man- 
chester, of  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  had,  in  bis  speech, 
drawn  a  most  melancholy  picture ; 
but,  he  regretted  to  say,  not  more 
melancholy  than  true.  He  had 
taken  the  pains  to  calculate  the 
average  rate  of  wages  of  1000  men 
for  a  week.  During  the  restricted 
currency  it  appeared  from  that  cal- 
culation that  in  1802  they  amount- 
ed to  185.  2f/.  per  week  ;  in  1812» 
to  68.  4d.;   in  1816,  to  5f.  2<i,; 

and 
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and  io  181 7»  the  melojicholy  and 
alarming  period  at  which  he  spoke, 
to  4a.  ^.  He  might  t^ell  have 
asked  how  it  was  possible  for  these 
people  to  support  existence;  and 
naturallj  paused  at  receiving  for 
answer,  ^*  that  these  miserable  be- 
ing9  could  barely  purchase  with 
their  hard  and  scanty  earnings  half 
a  pound  of  oatmeal  daily,  which, 
mixed  with  a  little  salt  and  water, 
constituted  their  whole  food/'  buch 
was  then  the  condition  of  the  cot- 
ton-trade. Now  it  was  carried  to 
a  greater  extent  than  had  ever  be- 
fore been  known ;  the  profits  of  the 
masters,  it  was  true,  are  not  large ; 
but  all  classes  were  comfortable. 
The  buildings  had  increased;  the 
county  was  tranquil ;  the  wages  of 
fine  spinners  now  amounted  to  3.0s. 
per  week ; — ^he  was  sure  the  house 
would  feel  interested  in  these  de- 
tails, homely  as  they  were,  and  he 
did  not  fear  exciting  a  smile  on  such 
an  occasion  ;— those  of  the  coarse 
spinnars  from  208.  to  2Ss..;  those  of 
weavers  to  1  &9«,  and  those  of  silk- 
weavers  to  I6s,  The  poor-rates 
io  IS20  had  been  ^3,0001. ;  and 
in  the  three  quarters  of  the  year 
1823  they  had  only  amounted  to 
15,000/.  In  Bolton,  which  con- 
tained 86  townships,  the  population 
had  increased  by  8000  persons, 
and  8m50  new  buildings  had  been 
erected.  Here  he  closed  all  he  had 
to  say  upon  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests; but  be  would  ask  whether 
any  stronger  proof  could  be  given 
than  was  contained  in  the  details 
wi^  which  he  hfui  troubled  the 
boase,  that,  for  the  advantage  of 
their  interests,  at  least,  there  was 
no  necessity  for  revising  the  cur- 
rency? He  would  ask,  not  attri- 
buting to  the  bill  of  1819  the  merit 
of  having  caused  this  improvement, 
whether  it  would  not .  be  unreason- 


able and  rash  to  make  any  altera- 
tion in  it  ?  He  now  approached  the 
subject  of  the  agricultural  interests. 
He  admitted  that  they  laboured 
under  a  grievous  depression;  but 
the  question  now  was,  whether  this 
had  been  caused  by  the  restoration 
of  a  metallic  currency,  and  whether 
a  revision  or  equitable  adjustment 
of  all  contracts  could  remedy  or 
relieve  it?  Referring  to  another 
speech  of  the  hon^  member  for 
Winchelsea  in  1816,  and  to  a 
speech  of  the  hon.  member  for  Es- 
sex (Mr.  Western)  in  the  same 
year,  both  of  which  had  been,  as 
(hey  deserved  to  be,  printed  in  the 
shape  of  pamphlets,  it  was  there 
stated  that  the  agricultural  in- 
terests were  then  depressed  at  least 
as  much  as  they  are  now.  The 
hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  argue, 
that,  according  to  the  showing  of 
those  hon.  members,  by  the  speeches 
referred  to,  the  causes  of  the  agri- 
cultural distress  were  in .  no  way 
connected  with  the  currency,  but 
proceeded  from  the  long  war  and  the 
unnatural  impulse  which  had  been 
given  to  speculations  in  land.  The 
change  of  the  currency  bad  had  no 
other  effect  upon  the  agricultural 
interests  than  to  arrest  that  alarm- 
ing depression  which  it  was  then 
suffering.  He  was  satisfied  that  no 
change  in  the  currency  could  pro- 
duce any  effeet  upon  the  agricul- 
tural interest  which  would  be  worth 
the  risk  which  must  attend  such  a 
measure.  He  would  suppose  that 
the  standard  had  been  fixed  as  the 
noble  lord  (Folkestone)  would  have 
it,  at  4i.  1«.,  instead  of  3/.  16^., 
would  that  have  done  any  good? 
That  could  only  have  operated  to 
the  effect  of  about  3  per  cent.,  and 
the  complaint  was,  that  the  agri- 
cultural interests  had  suffered  a 
depression  of  ^0  per  cent,  lie  must 
suppose 


312 


BRITISH     AND 


sup|)ose  tlie  hoti.  gents,  opposite 
iiieaut  by  their  cheers  to  concur 
with  him  ;  if  so,  he  would  ask  whe- 
ther it  was  worth  while,  for  3  per 
cent.,  to  alter  the  standard?  lie 
then  addressed  himself  to  the  only 
point  remaining — that  of  the  ques- 
tion, whether  it  was  for  the  inter- 
ests of  England  that  all  the  con- 
tract should  be  disturbed?  lie 
professed  the  same  opinion  now  as 
be  had  done  in  1819,  and  thought 
the  addition  to  the  burdens  which 
the  measure  of  that  year  had  occa^ 
sioned  wus  amply  compensated  by 
the  advantages  which  had  resulted 
from  it.  The  noble  marquis  (of 
Titchfieid)  asked  why  any  objec- 
tion should  be  made  to  an  equitable 
adjustment — a  proposition  which 
was  in  itself  so  fair  and  just.  He 
(Mr.  Peel)  answered,  simply  be- 
cause he  could  see  no  possible 
means  of  accomplishing  such  an 
object.  Who  could  tell  who  were 
the  creditors  and  who  the  debtors, 
when  the  individuals  were  con* 
stantly  changing?  "  But,"  said 
the  noble  lord,  '*  I  borrowed  money 
when  the  pound-note  was  worth 
only  1 3«.,  and  I  am  called  upon  to 
pay  it  back  when  it  is  worth  HOg" 
The  noble  lord  seemed  to  forget 
that  it  had  been  many  times  at 
other  and  higher  valued,  and  even 
above  QOs.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  bon.  gent,  agreed  with 
him,  that,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
fix  tlie  Mint  price  of  gold,  so  it 
would  be  absurd  to  attempt  to  ef- 
fect adjustment.  1 1  appeared,  then, 
by  the  showing  of  his  adversary, 
that  the  depression  had  been  caused, 
not  by  the  bill  of  1819,  but  by  the 
contraction  of  the  currency  and 
other  effects  of  the  peace.  Why, 
then,  all  the  contracts  since  that 
period  must  be  set  aside,  and  placed 
upon   the  same  footing   as   those 


since.  1819.  These,  the  noble  lord 
(Folkestone)  said,  were  few;  bul 
how  could  be  reconcile  this  with 
the  opinion  of  his  noble  friend  (the 
Marquis  of  Titcb  field),  who  said, 
that  during  the  last  two  years  there 
had  been  a  great  revolution  in  pri>- 
perty  ?  These  arguments  must  pair 
off  together,  or,  like  opposite  num- 
bers in  an  equation,  must  destroy- 
each  other.  The  hon.  member 
for  Essex,  who  last  year  proposed 
only  to  attack  the  contracts  •  since 
1816,  now  recommended  the  ad- 
justment of  every  contract  since 
1796.  Let  him  consider  how  the 
changes  in  the  currency  which  had 
happened  since  that  period  must 
affect  tlie  money  contract  of  various 
individuals.  It  would  not  be  fair 
that  the  settled  contracts  should 
not  be  adjusted  as  well  as  those 
which  remained,  because  that 
would  be  withholding  from  the 
man  who  had  faithfully  performed 
his  engagements,  a  x«lief  wbicb 
was  e.\tcnded  to  him  who  had  faiU 
ed  in  ihem ;  and  how  was  it  pofesi- 
ble  that  the  public  could  have  any 
future  faith  in  the  decisions  of.  the 
house  ?  The  noble  lord  (Lord  Folke- 
stone) had  stated  one  instance  only 
of  ruin  which  had  befallen  a  gentle^ 
man  who  had  purchased  land ;  but 
he  had  not  stated  what  part  of  bis 
friend's  loss  was  to  be  attributed  to 
improvident  speculation,  and  what 
part  to  the  change  of  currency,  if 
improvident  speculations  were  to 
be  the  subject  of  equitable. adjost- 
ment,  why  should  the  •  noble  •  lord 
limit  that  adjustment  to  speculators 
in  land  I  Why  not  extend  it  equally 
to  every  commodity?  which  as- 
suredly would  give  enough  employ^ 
inent  to  any  committee.  The  no- 
ble lord  (the  Marquis  of  Titch field) 
had  stated  that  we  were  in  such  a 
state  that  we  were  unable  to  go  to 
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war;  but  what,  he  would  ask,  would 
the  e({nititble  adjustment,  on  a 
change  of  the  standard,  do  trvwards 
furnishing  the  means  of  prosecuting 
a  war  with  success?  The  right 
hon.  gfenU  then  adverted  to  a  pas- 
sage in  Mr.  Western's  pamphlet, 
which  glanced  at  an  increased  issue 
of  paper  as  beneficial;  but  he  (Mr. 
Peel)  would  never  be  one  to  vote 
for  enj  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency. From  the  impfovement 
which  had  taken  place  in  our  com- 
merce, he  augured  well  for  agri- 
culture ;  and  because  he  did  not  see 
thcr  possibility  of  adjusting  the  one 
ten  thousandth  part  of  the  contracts 
entered  into  since  1793,  from  the 
reasons  which  he  had  heard  and 
uiMiers'tood,  and  from  those  which 
bad- not  been  explained,  he  should 
decidedly  vote  against  the  proposed 
inquiry. 

Mr.  H.  G:  Bennei  ridiculed  the 
argument  against  iiMiuiry  drawn 
from  the  period  of  the  session  to 
which  we  had  arrived,  particularly 
when  it  was  recollected  that  par- 
liament had  been  kept  sitting  the 
whole  year,  on  one  occasion,  to 
give  countenance  to  perjury  and 
fraud,  and  to  give  effect  to  the 
eUdrts  'Of  rodice  and  treachery; 
and  could  it  be  thought  that  the 
house  would  be  less  willing  to  ex- 
tend the  usual  Ume  of  'm  sitting  if 
it  were  necessary  to  do  an  act  of 
justice  ?  He  contended,  that  froin 
the  coincidence  in  several  instances 
(which  he  adduced)  of  high  prices 
of  commodities  with  a  large  issue 
of  paper,  and  low  prices  when  the 
issue  of  paper  was  diminished^  that 
the  whole  of  the  evils  which  we 
had  sustained  were  ascribable  to 
the  measure  of  1819.  The  right 
hon.  <  gentleman '  had  quoted  the 
poor-rate  of  two  or  three  places ; 
it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had 


given  the  amount  of  the  whole 
kingdom.  In  1812,  it  appeared 
that  we  paid  in  a  depreciated 
paper  currency  6,656^000/.  In 
the  year  ending  March  last,  we 
paid  in  a  metallic  currency 
6,300,000/.  So  that  estimating  the 
rates  of  1812  by  the  standard  of 
what  they  would  now  command  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  in  metallic 
currency,  they  only  could  be  said 
to  amount  to  3,300,000/.  j  and  it 
thence  appeared  we  were  twice  as 
poor,  twice  as  distressed,  as  we 
were  in  1812.  Reattributed  great 
part  of  the  misery  in  Ireland  last 
year  to  fluctuations  in  the  curren- 
cy ;  and  contended  the  inquiry  was 
fitting,  if  it  were  only  to  show  to 
posterity  the  necessity  for  the  in- 
justice which  we  committed,  and 
the  impossibility  of  finding  a  re- 
medy for  it.  * 

Mr,  Huskissim  apologized  for 
troubling  the  house  on^a  subject 
which  he  had  so  frequently  dis- 
cussed ;  but  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  called  upon  by  some 
hon.  members  compelled  him  to 
say  a  few  words.  The  feeling  with 
which  he  came  down  to  the  house 
was,  an  expectation  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Essex,  following  the 
example  of  the  hon.  baronet  (Sir 
T.  Letbbridge),  and  yielding  to 
the  reasons  which  had  swayed  him, 
would  have  withdrawn  his  motion  ; 
particularly  as,  in  addition  to  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  hon. 
baronet  to  come  to  that  determi- 
nation, there  was  this  circumstance 
in  the  case  of  the  hon.  member  for 
Essex — that  since  he  first  agitated 
this  question  another  year  had 
elapsed,  under  which  the  country 
had  had  this  condemned  currency ; 
and  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  the  longer  it  existed,  the 
greater  was  the  difficulty  ofujiy 
change. 
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change.  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Beonet)  had  hunself  acknowledged 
that  the  inquiry  was  desperate  as 
to  any  practical  relief.  The  nohle 
lord  (ihe  Marquis  of  Titchfield) 
had  stated,  as  a  necessity  for  in- 
quiry»  that  their  aristocracy  would 
be  mined,  torn  from  their  paternal 
estates*  and  reduced  to  seek  a  mi- 
serable existence  in  a  foreign  land : 
that,  certainly  was  a  highly  cu- 
loared  picture*  Another  ground  of 
inquiry  was,  that  so  long  as  the 
present  state  of  the  currency  .ex* 
isted,  we  were  so  crippled  that  we 
were  unable  to  go  to  war.  If  he 
(Mr.  Iluskisson)  were  persuaded 
that  there  was  the  slightest  foun- 
dation for  the  feaj-s  of  the  noble 
lord,  the  evils  were  of  so  grave  % 
nature,  he  should  seek  a  remedy  at 
whatever  risk.  Another  topic  was, 
the  universal  distress  of  all  classes 
in  the  country;  as  a  proof  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Bennet)  adduced  the  state  of 
the  poor-rales.  If  the  honourable 
genUeman*8  statement  was  correct, 
it  would  not  surprise  him  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  that  the  poor-rates  had 
increased  with  our  increasing  po- 
pulation, and  in  consequence  of  the 
growth  ^'Of  abuse  in  the  system, 
which  was  but  too  liable  to  be 
abused.  The  distress  in  Ireland 
last  year  was,  he  contended,  solely 
attributable  to  the  failure  of  the 
potatoe-crop  ;  and  in  proof  that  it 
was  so,  in  the  present  year,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  that  country 
maintaining  its  population,  though 
the  currency  was  now  the  same  as 
jn  the  last  year,  when  the  hon. 
member  attributed  the  distress  of 
the  country  to  that  cause.  In 
order  to  attain  the  object  of  the 
hon.  member  (Mr.  Western),  we 
mast  agree  upon  what  was  the 
standard    by  which    we   were  to 


measure  the  depreciation;  and  then 
it  must  be  determined  at  what 
time  the  depreciation  began,  and  to 
what  degree  it  extended.  It  had 
been  said  the  depreciation  com- 
menced in  1 79^ ;  but  what  ground 
was  there  for  it  7  Certainly  none 
with  reference  to  the  weiffbdt  and 
fineness  of  the  coin,  thougn  from 
1808  to  1814  there  certainly 
was  a  considerable  departure  from 
that  standard.  The  hon.  memt»er 
for  Norfolk  (Mr.  Wodehoose)  had 
referred  to  some  opinion  oif.  hts 
(Mr.  Huskisson's)  given  in  1815» 
in  which  he  supposed  there  was 
some  inconsistency  with  those  he 
now  maintained  as  to  the  price 
at  which  com  could  be  grown  in 
this  country^  but  he  (Mr.  Hus- 
kisson) contended  that  the  «Jtpe^ 
rience  of  the  last  two  years  (during 
which  it  was  urged  the  farmers  had 
not  had  a  remvtieratingpriee)  form- 
ed no  argMment  to  impeach  the 
consistency  of  his  opinion.  He  still 
maintaii^ed  that  com  could,  nat 
be  grown  in  this  country  so  cheap 
as  it  was  in  1790.  The  fioUe  lord 
(the  Marquis  of  Titchfietd)  slated 
the  fall  of  rents  at  fl5  or  80.  per 
cent. ;  but  then  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  they  had  previnasly 
been  doubled,  and  that  circmn^ 
stance  had  relieved  his  (Mr.  Hos- 
kisson's)  mind  from  the  dread  of 
seeing  the  whole  of  the  present 
race  of  landlords  swept  away ;  end 
he  was  persuaded  that  persons 
possessing  an  estate  witboCit  in- 
cumbrances, would  be  iu.a  belter 
situation  than  persons  who  had 
employed  their  capital  in  any 
other  way.  The  great  evil  of  the 
depreciation  of  the  currency  was 
where  owners  of  land  had  their 
estates  encumbered  (from  no  feah 
of  their  own)  by  mortgages  for 
the  provision  of  younger  branches 
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of  llie  taniiiy ;  ftiid  for  their  mia- 
fortuuo  there  Beemed  to  be  no 
remedy.  But  it  was  most  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  lands  of  this 
country  could  become  barren  un- 
der the  circamstanoes  which  had 
been  Stated  by  his  right  hon,  friend 
(Mr.  Peel.) 

The  MarpM  of  Titcl\field  de- 
nied having  made  such  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr-  Huskium  had  certainly  un- 
derstrnxl  the  noble  4ord  to  have 
stated  that  all  rents  would  disap* 
pear;  he  had  undoubtedly  dwelt 
upon  tho  impoverishment  of  the 
aristocraey  ;  hut  it  was  impossible 
to  snppose  that  the  incumbrances 
coald  abaorb  all  the  rental  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  this  coun- 
try*  The  noble  lord  did  not  appear 
very  sanguine  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  the  equitable  adjustment: 
he  (Mr.  Huskisson)  would  not  fa- 
tigue the  house  by  going  into  any 
detail,  to  show  the  utter  impracti- 
cability of  such  an  adjustment. 
lliey  had  heard  a  little  the  other 
night  about  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery ;  bat  if  the  principle  of  equi- 
table adjustment  were  to  be  acted 
upon,  it  would  be  necessaiy  to 
have  more  Courts  of  Chancery 
than  public-houses  at  present ;  and 
even  t^en  it  would  be  impossible 
to  dispose  of  all  the  cases  in  thirty 
years.  The  honourable  member 
for  Taunton  had  stated  that  the  ^1 
in  the  value  of  the  precious  metals 
was  not  only  affected  by  banking 
operatioDS  in  our  own  country,  but 
by  the  paper  issues  of  America, 
Austria,  Denmark,  and  Russia: 
so  that  if  the  principle  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Western)  were 
once  admitted,  it  followed  that  we 
were  at  the  mercy  of  those  powers, 
so  far  as  regarded  our  standard  of 


value  ;  and  America  had  ooly  to 
make  an  issue  of  papen  by  which 
the  value  of  money  would  be  low- 
ered, and  then  we  must  have  a 
committee  in  order  to  fix  what  the 
value  of  money  was.  This  was 
contrary  to  every  principle  laid 
down  by  law,  by  the  late  Lord  Li- 
verpool, and  every  other  writer  oo 
the  subject:  it  was  contrary  to 
eveiy  statute  passed  since  the  time 
of  Elisabeth,  liy  which  it  was  re- 
cognized thai  the  standard  of  a 
Coimtry  once  fixed,  it  should  be 
immutable ;  and  that  standard  did 
not,  as  he  had  been  taught,  consist 
of  a  comparison  of  one  thing  with 
another,  but  in  the  quantity  and 
fineness  of  the  coin  of  the  country. 
He  contended  that  the  capacity  of 
this  country  to  go  to  war,  if  its 
honour  or  interest  required  it, 
was  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
25»000,000  of  taxes  which  had 
been  repealed  since  the'  peace; 
and  though  some  were  particiK 
larly  burdensome,  the  country 
would  cheerfully  bear  their  re-im- 
position^ rather  than  its  honour 
should  be  tarnished.  After  tome 
farther  observations,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  concluded  by  d»» 
daring  that  be  should  opf^e  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Monck  and  Mr.  Ativood 
made  a  few  observations ;  after 
which, 

Mr.  Wtttern  .rose  amidst  loud 
cries  of  "  Qnestiott,**  and  said  that 
he  would  wave  hie  privilege  of 
reply  on  account  of  the  impatience 
manifested  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  divided  s  the 
numbers  were-^For  the.  motion, 
27— A  gainst  it,  96.— Adjourned. 

Houtc  of  LordSf  June  13.— 
A  message  from  the  Commons 
brought  up  the  silk-manufacturers' 
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and  Ireland  law  officeir'  compen- 
sation bills,  which  were  read  a 
first  time. 

On  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  on  the  marriage-law 
bill, 

The  Lartt  Chancellor  proposed  a 
clause  in  place  of  that  which  at 
present  stands  in  the  bill,  by  which 
aU  property  acquired  by  means  of 
a  marriage  solemnised  contrary  to 
the  act,  by  fraudulent  means,  should 
be  forfeited.  The  clause  which 
he  now  proposed  was  to  extend 
the  penalties  to  marriages  by  bans 
as  well  as  by;  licence.  He  would 
also  propose  a  shorter  period  than 
three  years  for  the  legal  proceed- 
ings to  commence.  At  present,  he 
would  move  that  the  clause  be 
printed,  and  the  report  farther  con* 
sidered  on  Monday. 

The  Earl  of  f^estmorland  agreed 
to  the  course  proposed  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord,  though,  fmm 
what  he  could  perceive  of  the 
clause,  it  would  not  remove  any 
of  the  objections  which  he  enter- 
tained to  the  principle  on  which  it 
was  founded. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdotcn  gave 
notice,'  that  at  a  very  early  period 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament, 
he  should  bring  in  a  bill  to  relieve 
the  Dissenters  from  certain  griev- 
ances of  which  they  complained 
in  the  solemnization  of  marriage. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Sid- 
mouth,  the  house  went  into  a 
committee  on  the  prison  laws' 
consolid|ition  bill. 

On  the  clause  which  authorizes 
magistrates  to  order  a  prisoner  into 
close  confinement  for  a  month, .  for 
any  breach  of  the  discipline  of  the 
prison, 

Lord  Sidmovth  remarked,  that 
by  this  clause  the  power  of  inflict- 
ing corporeal  punishment  by   the 


gaoler,  which  had  been. sanctioned 
by  three  acts  of  parliament,  was 
repealed.  This  power  he  consi- 
dered absolutely  necessary  in  some 
cases;  as  where  an  offender  was 
committed  to  prison,  and  to  be 
kept  to  hard  labour.  There  bad 
been  examples  of  persons  so^  com- 
mitted, who  had  absojutdy  refused 
to  comply  with  their  sentence,  till 
rendered  tractable  by  the  threat  of 
corporeal  punishment.  On  such 
persons,  and  on  convicted  felons, 
he  should  therefore  propose, .  that 
the  power  of  inflicting  corporeal 
punishment  should  be  given  to  the 
gaolers  under  the  orders  of  the 
magistrate.  His  lordship  con- 
cluded by  moving  an  amendment 
to  that  effect. . 

The  question  on  the  amendment 
was  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to  with* 
out  a  division.  The  other  clauses 
of  the  bill  were  then  gone  through, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Tuesday  next. 

The  llrisb  joint  tenancy  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. — Ad- 
journed. 

.House  of  Commons^  June  13. — 
The  committee  on  the  poor  laws' 
amendment  bill  was  postponed  by 
Mr.  Nolan  till  Friday. 
.  Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  duty  on  coals— the  importation 
of  yarn — one  for  and  one  against 
an  increased  duty  on  barilla — 
against  certain  practices  in  the 
victualling  office. 

Mr,  Dawson  moved  that  the  re- 
port on  the  g^-light  establish- 
ipents  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr,  D.  Gilbert  said  a  few  words 
in  opposition  to  tbe  motion,  after 
which  it  was  agreed  to. 

Leave  was  given  to  Mr.  Brovm- 
ing  to  bring  in  a. bill  to  allow  far- 
ther time  for  tbe  completion  of  tbe 
London 


FOREIGN     HISTORY. 


Sir 


London  dock8.*»The  bill  was  af- 
terwards'brought  in  and  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  J,  Smith  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  tho  law 
of  merchants. — It  was  ordere<l  that 
it  should  be  printed. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  barilla  du« 
ties'  acts. 

The  house  then  went  into  the 
committee. 

The  Chancellor  oj  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  establish  a  permanent  law  im- 
posing a  high  duty  upon  barilla  for 
the  purpose  of  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  kelp  :  his  measure 
was  merely  temporary.  There 
were  peculiar  considerations  be- 
longing to  this  case,  which  induced 
him  to  extend  to  the  kelp-makers 
such  relief  and  protection  as  was 
practicable.  .  He  fairly  owned  that 
the  distress  among  them  was 
extremely  great :  not  leiss  than 
firom  80,000  to  100,000  persons 
were  in  some  way  or  other  em- 
ployed in  this  branch  of  trade; 
and  from  motives  of  humanity  it 
was  necessary  to  do  something 
for  them.  He  therefore  proposed 
a  resolution  for  raising  the  existing 
duty  on  barilla  from  five  to  eight 
gyifilBBS :  the  new  duty -to  begin  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1824,  and  to 
continue  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Campbell  strongly  support- 
ed the  resolution,  observing,  that  if 
it  were  not  carried,  2,000  per- 
sons on  his  own  .estate  only  would 
be  thrown  out  of  employ. 

Mr4Ricardo  controverted  some 
of  the  arguments  printed  and  cir- 
culated by  the  opponents  of  the  in- 
crease of  duty,  and  contended  that 
the  best  and  only  ground  on  which 
the  resolution  could  be  supported 


was  that  of  humanity.  The  same 
reasons  that  now  induced  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
suggest  this  augmentation  would 
exist  at  the  end  of  five  years  to 
warrant  its  continuance.  He  ob- 
jected to  temporary  expedients  of 
this  kind,  and  to  the  principle  on 
which  they  were  established. 

Mr,  G.  Bennet  thought  previous 
investigation  absolutely  necessary. 
It  was  easy  to  appeal  to  humanity, 
but  it  might  not  be  easy  to  tell  how 
much  self-interest  influenced  that 
appeal  on  the  part  of  certain  gen- 
tlemen. He  required  that  the  dis- 
tress and  the  necessity  for  this  aug- 
mentation should  be  made  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  committee.  He 
apprehended  that  this  was  a  case 
like  that  of  the  Scilly  Isles  some 
time  ago,  when  large  sums  had  been 
most  improperly  taken  from  the 
public  on  a  grossly  exaggerated 
statement  of  distress. 

The  committee  divided,  when 
the  numbers  were : — For  the  reso- 
lutions, 100 — Against  them,  20. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exckiguer 
having  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  receiving  the  report  of  the  new 
beer  bill. 

The  report  being  brougl^t  up, 

Mr.  Dennison  opposed  receiving 
the  report,  and  moved  that  it  be 
received  this  day  six  months.  Mr. 
Monckf  Mr.  Maberly^  Mr.  Bemal^ 
and  other  members,  spoke  upon  the 
same  side. 

The  bouse  then  divided : — For  the 
amendment,  26 — For  receiving  the 
report,  32. 

On  the  motion  that  the  report 
should  be  read,  . 

The  Marquis  of  Titchfield  moved 
that  it  be  recommitted. 

A  second  division  took  place  upon 
this  point,  when  the  numbers  were— - 
For  the  report,  36 — Against  it,  26. 

.    The 


ti% 


BRITl  SH     AN  D 


The  drder  of  the  day  was  read 
for  going  into  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  judicial  commis- 
gion  on  the  management  of  the 
Court  of  the  Chief  Baron. 

Mr.  Scarkii  objected  to  bring- 
ing forward  tiie  inquiry  at  this 
time.  AfUr  considerable  discus* 
sion,  it  was  fixed  ler  Tliesday 
next. 

The  East  India  mutiny  bill  was 
read  the  second  time.«-^To  be  com* 
mitted  on  Monday. 

The  East  India  trade  bill  was 
read  the  second  time.-^To  be  com* 
mitted  on  Monday. — Adjourned. 

Houge  ofLordSf  June  1 6. — A  mes- 
sage from  the  Commons  brought  up 
the  St.  Andrew's,  Holbom,  tithe, 
and  several  private  bills. 

The  Lard  Chancellor  said,  that 
he  had  a  petition  put  into  his 
hands,  which,  as  it  contained  nor- 
thing disrespecjtfiii  in  its  language, 
and  related  to  a  measure  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  petitioners, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  present. 
As  to  what  related  to  the  weavers 
as  mannfacturers,  he  was  a  very 
incompetent  judge ;  but  he  trusted 
iheir  lordships  wonld  consider  it 
attentively,  and  he  also  trusted 
that  the  petitioners  would  continue 
to  deserve  it,  as  they  had  hitherto 
done,  by  their  peaceable  and  or* 
derly  conduct. 

The  petition,  which  was  from 
the  journeymen  weavers  of  London 
against  the  repeal  of  the  Spital- 
fields  acts,  was  then  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  the 
bill,  against  the  passing  of  whiqh 
these  petitioners  prayed,  wa8,  if  he 
recollected  rightly,  considered  by 
committees  of  both  houses  as  ne- 
cessary to  be  passed,  and  those 
committees  certainly  did  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  iftjurious :  it  was, 
on  the  contrary,  in  the  conviction 


that  the  alteration  was  essential  to 
the  interests  of  both  the  labouring 
and  master  weavers  that  the  mea* 
sore  was  brought  in.     It  however 
appeared  that  a  very  large  body  of 
his  Majesty's  sabjects  were  against 
the  passing  of  this  bill*     On  any 
occasion,    before    their    lordships 
adopted  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
they  would  be  disposed  to  give  the 
most  patient  hearing  to  the  parties 
interested ;  and  if  there  could  be 
any   additional    motive  to   weigh 
with  their  lordships,  it  would  be 
from  the  quiet,  orderly,  and  peace- 
able behaviour  of  this  body  of  men. 
He  spoke  not  from  their  conduct 
during  the  agitation  of  this  rnea* 
Bate,  but  on  former  occasions,  when 
the  poor  had  laboured  uader  the 
preesure  of  scarcity  or  famme ;  and 
under   the    most   trying  circum^ 
stances    their   conduct  had   been 
orderly  and  loyal,     Ue  knsfw  oat 
whether  it  was  not  going  out  of  th<t 
way  to  state  this,  but  he  felt  that 
be  should  not  be  doing  justice  tcr 
this  class  (^  men  if  he  had  not- 
called  their  lordships' atten&on  to 
it.    His  lordship  concluded  by  pro- 
posing that,  agreeably  to  a  stand* 
ing  order  of  the  house,  diis  bill  (acr 
relating  to  traide)  should  be  referred 
in  the  first  instance  to  a  oommit- 
tee,  to  consist  of  all  those  lords 
who  had  attended  during  the  ses- 
sion ;  and  the  committee  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  next,  and  the  par- 
ties to  be  beard.     I'he  present  pe- 
tition also  to  be  referred  to  tliat 
committee. 

The  Clerk  having  read  the  stand- 
ing order,  after  a  few  words  from ' 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Earl  af.  Liverpool  whs 
agreed  to. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  he  had 
two  petitions  to  present  to  their 
lordships   to  the  same   effect  as 
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that  which  had  just  been  read. 
The  first  was  from  179  of  the 
master  weavers  (the  whole  of  their 
number  consisted,  he  believed,  of 
800)  within  the  operation  of  the 
billy  and  they  prayed  that  it  might 
not  pass  into  a  taw.  The  other 
petition  was  from  10,500  inhabit- 
ants of  St.  Matthew  Bethnal-green, 
who  thought  that  the  pas^ng  this 
bill  would  be  productive  of  the 
worst  possible  effects  as  regarded 
the  poor-rates. 

Lord  Kenyan  presented  a  peti- 
tion against  the  bill  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Mile-end  New  Town. 

Lord  Calthorpe  presented  a  pe- 
tition to  the  same  effect  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Church-street,  Beth- 
naUgreen. 

The  several  petitions  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  bill. 

The  Ear/  ofDamley  presented  a 
petition  from  certain  inhabitants  of 
Middlesex  and  Surrey,  praying 
their  lordships*  attention  to  the 
state  of  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  proposed 
to  postpone  the  farther  consider- 
ation of  the  Scotch  entails'  bill  till 
Friday  next ;  which,  after  a  few 
words  from  Lord  Rosslyn  and  the 
EarLof  Lauderdale^  was  agreed  to. 

On  the  farther  consideration  of 
the  report  on  the  marriage  act, 
the  Earl  of  Westmorland  opposed 
the  new  clause  of  forfeiture  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack :  not  that  he 
objected  to  the  principle  of  the 
clause,  than  which  noticing  could 
be  more  just,  but  that  the  opera- 
tion of  it  would  be  injurious  as  the 
clause  was  at  present  worded. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  defended 
the  clause. 

In  compliance  with  a  sugges- 
tion of  the  Earl  of  Westmorland, 


the  Lord  Chancellor  agreed  to  have 
the  clause  in  question,  as  well  as 
some  others  consequent  upon  it, 
supposing  it  were  agreed  to,  print- 
ed and  taken  into  consideration  on 
a  future  day. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  mov- 
ed the  order  of  Uie  day  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  Irish 
grand  jury  presentments'  bill. 

Counsel  were  then,  according  to 
order,  directed  to  be  called  in  to 
argue  against  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  ob- 
jected to  the  mode  of  proceeding 
which  had  been  determined  upon 
respecting  the  bill,  lie  undecstood 
that  counsel  were  to  be  heard  to- 
night against  the  bill,  but  that  the 
discussion  was  not  to  take  place  till 
to-morrow.  He  thought  it  proper 
that  the  discussion  should  take 
place  immediately  afler  the  speeches 
of  counsel.  After  a  short  conver- 
sation between  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdown  and  Ijord  Donoughmore, 
it  was  arranged  that  counsel  should 
be  heard  to-morrow  at  five  o'clock, 
and  that  the  debate  upon  the  bill 
should  immediately  follow. — ^Tbetr 
lordships  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  June  16. — 
The  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn,  tithes 
composition  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Limerick  (city)  local  tax- 
ation bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  (after  a  short  discussion,  in 
which  Mr.  Goulburn,  Mr,  Dawson^ 
Mr.  H.  Gumey,  Mr.  O'Qrady,  Mr. 
S.  Bice,  and  Dr.  Phillimore,  took 
a  part)  was  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Alderman 
Wood,  the  house  went  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  the  London-bridge 
bill;  when  the  grant  of  150,000/., 
and  its  several  clauses,  were  agreed 
to. 

The  Chairman  then  left  his  scat, 
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and  it  was  ordered  that  the  report 
should  be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Goulhum  moved  the  order 
of  the  day,  that  the  house  go  into 
a  committee  on  the  Irish  tithes' 
composition  bill- 

On  the  question  that  the  Speaker 
leave  the  chair  for  that  purpose^ 
after  some  discussion  the  house 
went  into  a  committee,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  discuss  the  several  clauses 
of  the  bill. 

A  variety  of  verbal  alterations 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  Chair- 
man reported  progress,  ^nd  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house 
adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  June  If. — 
The  royal  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  the  masters'  and  ser- 
vants, the  Liverpool  church,  and 
several  private  bills.  The  Com- 
missioners were  the  Lord  Chan-- 
eellorj  the  Earl  of  Shafiesburi/,  and 
Lord  Maryborough* 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Sid- 
mouthy  the  prison  laws'  consolida- 
tion bill  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read  for  the  house  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  Irish  grand  jury 
presentment  bill, 

The  Earl  o/Donoughmore  moved 
that  counsel  be  cal!^  in. 

Mr.  Tyndall  was  accordingly 
called  in,  and  heard  on  behalf  of 
the  clerks  of  the  peace  of  several 
counties  in  Ireland ;  and,  on  the 
authority  of  decided  cases,  he  con- 
tended the}  had  a  vested  interest 
in  their  offices. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  moved 
as  an  amendment,  that  the  ope- 
ration of  the  bill,  be  confined  to 
clerks  of  the  crown,  and  that  clerks 


of  the  peace  be  omitted,  which  was 
negatived. 

The  report  was  then  received, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Monday  next— Ad-, 
journed. 

House  of  Commons^  June  IZ-r- 
Th^  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  a 
quarter,  before  four  o'clock  ;  soon 
after  which  he  was  summoned  .  by 
the  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod  to  the  House  of  Peers,  to  hear 
the  commission  read  for  giving  the 
Royal  assent  to  several  bills.  On 
his  return,  he  informed  the  house 
of  the  several  public  and  private 
bills  to  which  the  Royal  assent  had 
been  giv^n. — See  Lords*  Report, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
beer  duties  bill.  It  was  accord* 
ingly  read  a  third  time.  On  the 
question  that  it  do  pass,  the  house 
divided — For  the  bill,  64 — Against 
it,  26. 

On  the  motion  of.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  the  house  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  prize- 
money  distribution  bill. 

Mr,  Hume  objected  to  the  great 
delays  which  so  often  took  place 
in  the  distribution  of  prize-money, 
and  hoped  thev  might  be  reme- 
died. 

Dr,  Phillimore  said  the  present 
measure  was  introduced  to  remedy 
a  defect  in  .some  acts  passed  a  few 
years  ago,  for  regulating  the  xlis- 
tribution  of  piizes  to.  fo^gners  An 
the  British  service  (in  consequence 
of  whicjb  defect  the  money  due  to 
foreigners  was  still  undistributed). 

Mr.  Canning  said  that  many  of 
the  delays  complained,  of  by  those 
who  had  claims  to  prize-money 
arose  from  themselves.  There 
seemed  lo  prevail  a  very  erroneous 
impression  on  this- subject,  which 
ought  to  be  removed.     It  was  that 
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of  persons  making  applications  by 
roond-about  ways,  and  thiougb 
personal  favour,  instead  of  a  di- 
rect application  to  tbe  department 
which  had  charge  of  such  affairs. 
As  far  as  his  observation  went,  he 
bad  seen  every  possible  fiau:ility 
^ven  to  the  claims  of  those  who 
noade  their  application  directly  to 
tbe  proper  office. 

Mr.  fV.  fVilliams  bore  testimony 
to  the  readiness  with  which  prize 
claims,  when  made  direct  to  the 
Prize^)fl[ice,  were  attended  to. 

After  a  few  words  from  Sir  L 
CqfiUf  who  complained  of  the 
frattd  praetised  on  the  unwary  sea- 
men by  Jews,  with  respect  to  their 
prise-money,  the  house  resumed, 
the  report  was  brought  up  and 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Sir  G*  Cockbum  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  London  Bridge  bill, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Friday* 

Mr,  S*  Rice  moved  that  the 
hoose  do  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  and  also 
that  two  reports  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  inquiry  into  tbe  courts  of 
justice  in  Ireland  be  referred  to  the 
committee. 

The  house  having  gone  into  the 
committee, 

Mr.  S,  Rice  rose ;  after  adverting 
to  the  importance  of  every  thing 
connected  with  the  administration 
of  jofitice,  he  spoke  at  considerable 
length  upon  this  peculiar  caes. 
He  next  reminded  the  house,  that 
in  the  year  1814,  on  a  motion 
brought  forward  by  bis  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  the  member  for 
Waterford,  it  had  been  admitted 
oo  all  hands  that  the  fees  exacted 
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in  the  courts  of  justice  in  Ireland 
demanded  inquiry,  and  that  in 
consequence  a  commission  of  en- 
quiry had  been  instituted.  That 
commission  had  presented  several 
reports ;  and  the  question  on  which 
the  house  had  then  to  decide  was, 
whether  it  would  allow  those  re- 
ports to  remain  as  waste  paper, 
or  would  deal  with  them  as  the 
ground  of  inquiry  and  judgment 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Baron 
of  Ireland.  It  was  now  the  third 
session  since  those  reports  had 
been  laid  upon  the  table ;  and  he 
trusted  that  when  that  circum- 
stance was  taken  into  consideration, 
no  individual  would  think  that  he 
was  acting  wrongly  in  calling  upon 
the  house  to  decide  upon  them 
without  further  delay.  The  charge 
which  was  brought  *  against  the 
Chief  Baron  in  the  reports  in  ques- 
tion was,  that  he  had  taken  other 
than  the  ancient  fees  to  which  he 
was  by  law  entitled — that  he  had 
introduced  new  fees  and  had  in- 
creased the  old ;  and  that,  by  such 
conduct,  he  bad  increased  the 
charges  of  the  suitor,  and  had  vio- 
lated his  duty  as  a  judge  of  the 
land.  The  honourable  member 
concluded  by  moving  twelve  reso- 
lutions founded  upon  these  charges. 
Colonel  O'Grady  replied. 

The  resolutions  were  thtin  pat  «f- 
riaHm  from  the  chair,  and  the  three 
first  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  vir- 
tually negatived  by  a  motion  that 
the  Chairman  do  leave  the  chair. 

After  some  further  conversation 
it  was  proposed — **  That  the  Chair- 
man report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  tie 
house  resumed,  and  the  chairman 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on 
Thursday. 

X  Mr. 
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Mr.  Sergeant  On$lcw  moved 
that  the  Usury  Laws  Repeal  bill 
be  committecl. 

On  the  question  '<  That  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,"  Mn 
Davenport  rose  and  opposed  the 
motion.  He  contended,  that  a 
more  disastrous  measure  for  the 
country  could  not  possibly  be  in- 
troduced. The  present  bill  proved, 
more  than  any  proposition  he  ever^ 
recollected  to  have  been  made  to 
the  house,  the  modem  rage  for 
legislation.  What  would  the  bill 
go  to  do?  To  overturn,  at  one 
blow,  that  system  which  their  ap» 
cestors,  for  ages,  had  been  anxi- 
ous to  establish.  It  would  raise 
the  interest  of  money  to  an  unpre- 
cedented height,  and  the  effect 
must  be  injurious  to  all  classes  of 
society.  Those  who  wished  to 
borrow  money  on  the  mortgage  of 
lands,  would  be  more  especially 
affected  by  the  measure.  At  pre- 
sent they  could  procure  money  by 
the  payment  of  five  per  cent. ;  but 
let  this  bill  pass,  and  they  would 
be  charged  an  exorbitant  rate  of 
interest.  Gentlemen  might  say, 
"  If  one  person  in  the  market  won't 
lend  money  at  a  reasonable  rate, 
another  will."  But  this  did  not 
apply  to  persons  residing  at  a  re* 
mote  distance  from  town,  v/hb 
knew  nothing  about  the  money- 
market.  He  moved  as  an  amend- 
ment— "  That  the  bill  be  commit- 
ted this  day  three  months." 

Mr.  Ricardo  argued,  that  money 
ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  any  other  commodity. 
The  lender  and  borrower  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  bargain  together  as 
freely  as  the  buyer  and  seller  did 
when  goods  were  to  be  disposed  of. 
The  honourable  member  feared 
that  this  measure  would  place  the 
borrower  entirely  in  the  power  of 


the  lender:  bat  did  the  preasnt 
laws  alter  his  eituation  ?  Certainly 
not.  Means  were  found  to  evade 
the  law;  for  though  the  law  said, 
''  You  shall  not  take  more  than  a 
certain  interest  for  your  money,** 
it  could  not  compel  a  man  to  lend- 
at  that  particular  rate ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  who  wished  to  borrow  at 
all  events,  and  he  who  wished  to 
lend  at  as  high  a  rate  of  interest  as 
he  could  get,  both  conspired  to 
evade  the  law.  These  laws  ope- 
rated precisely  in  the  same  way  as 
the  laws  against  exporting  the  coin 
of  the  realm.  Now,  notwithstand- 
ing those  laws,  did  not  the  sale  of 
that  coin  take  place  ?  The  only  ef- 
fect  of  the  statutes  in  that  case  was 
to  place  the  traffic  in  the  bands  of 
bad  characters  who  had  no  scru- 
ples against  taking  a  false  oath. 
They  were  encouraged  to  evade 
the  law,  and  made  a  very  great 
pro6t  by  doing  so. 

Mr,  G.  Smith  said,  that  so  iar 
from  thinking  this  measure  inju- 
nous  to  that  class  of  individtuds 
whom  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Da* 
venport)  had  particularly  pointed 
out,  viz.  the  country  gentlemen, 
he  declared  that  if  he  were  called 
on  to  devise  a  bill  for  their  relief, 
it  should  be  precisely  such  a  xine 
as  was  then  before  the  house.  It 
was  shown  before  a  committee  of 
that  house,  that,  in  consequenoe  of 
the  usury  laws,  individuals  were- 
driven  to  raise  money  by  annuities; 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
various  charges  amounted  to  not 
less  than  16/.  per  cent.  He  could 
state  the  cases  of  many  persons 
who  had  been  reduced  to  beggary 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  fail- 
ure of  certain  individuals  who 
dealt  largely  in  transactions  of 
this  nature.  He  happened  to  be 
chairman  of  the  committee  of 
bankers 
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tinkers,  and  th«y  wiahed  this 
measure  not  to  pa^s,  for  a  reason 
very  different  from  that  which  in- 
fluenced the  honourable  member. 
lie  thought  it  would  raise,  but  they 
were  afraid  it  would  lower,  the 
rate  of  interest.  What  was  the 
case  with  respect  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, where  no  such  laws  were 
known?  No  interest  whatsoever 
was  oppressed  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  those  measures. 
The  rate  of  interest  in  Holland 
was  now  lighter  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  and  it  had  lon^ 
been  so,  except  during  the  period 
of  the  French  revolution.  There 
was,,  therefore,  no  necessity  what- 
ever for  laws  to  ch^ck  usury,  and 
with  all  their  efforts  they  could  not 
prevent  it. 

Mr,  Philips  hoped  the  bill  would 
paas.  The  committee  by  which 
the  question  was  discussed,  saw 
most  clearly  the  folly  of  those 
laws*  Why  should  the  person 
who  had  money  to  lend  be  placed 
tinder  different  and  more  disad- 
vantageous circumstances  than  his 
boo.  and  learned  friend  would  be 
ia  regard  to  transactions  in  landed 
property  ?  Out  of  ail  the  argu- 
ments which  he  had  heard  for 
and  against  the  present  bill,  he 
had  heard  nothing  which  could 
warrant  the  continuance  of  the  ex- 
isting law  ;  he  therefore  supported 
the  present  motion. 

Mr.  T.  WUson  agreed  very 
much  with  what  had  fallen  from 
the  last  speaker.  Perhaps  in  the 
present  state  of  the  money  market, 
he  was  not  entirely  disposed  to 
support  this  measure;  but  thinking 
the  existing  law  highly  objection- 
al>le,  he  should  vote  for  this  pro- 
position. Its  adoption  upon  ge- 
neral principles  would  be  highly 


beneficial.  In  Holland,  where 
commercial  interests  were  well 
understood,  there  were  no  usury 
laws.  The  fact  was,  the  interest 
of  money  could  never  be  kept  up 
at  a  high  rate  while  it  was  left  to 
itself.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  sup- 
port the  bill. 

The  house  then  divided — For 
going  into  the  committee,  38 — 
Against  it,  15. 

The  house  then'  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill. 

Mr*  M,  A.  Taylor  objected  to 
entering  into  the  discussion  of 
so  momentous  a  measure  in  so  thin 
a  house. 

Mr.  Hobhouse  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  and  of  immediately  pro- 
ceeding with  it. 

The  blanks  were  then  filled  up, 
and  the  house  resumed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of. — Adjourned. 

House  of  LordSy  June  18. — A 
Q^essagefrom  the  Commons  brought 
up  the  vessels'  registry,  and  several 
private  bills,  which  were  read  a 
first  time.  The  compensation  for 
offices  bill  (Ireland)  went  through 
a  committee,  and  was  reported 
without  amendment. 

Jjord  Ellenboroughj  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  noble  lord  who  was  in 
the  chair  of  the  committee  to 
whom  the  bill  for  repealing  several 
acts  relative  to  the  silk-weavers 
and  various  petitions  were  referred, 
begged  leave  to  present  a  report 
which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

The  report  was  read  by  the 
clerk  at  the  table.  It  merely  stated 
that  the  committee  had  met  and 
heard  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
petitioners,  who  begged  to  be  al- 
lowed to  produce  evidence  in  a  sub- 
sequent stage  of  the  bill. 

Lord  Ellenborougk  moved  the  se- 
X  2  cond 
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cond  reading  on  Friday,  which  was 
agreed  to. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  June  A  8. — 
Mr.  Curwen  presented  a  petition 
from  the  merchants  and  shipowners 
of  Whitehaven,  complaining  of 
great  inconvenience  in  consequence 
of  the  frequent  detention  of  vessels 
having  on  board  small  articles  not 
entered  in  their  manifest.  Such 
articles  were  introduced  clandes- 
tinely by  the  sailors,  and  without 
any  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the 
owners.  They  prayed  that  this 
evil  might  be  remedied.  The  hon. 
member  suggested  that  a  renciedy 
might  be  found  in  making  it  a  for- 
feiture of  wages  on  the  part  of  the 
sailors  who  could  be  proved  to  be 
guilty  of  the  clandestine  introduc- 
tion of  goods,  and  not  visit  on  the 
owners  who  were  innocent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said  that  he  would  give  the  matter 
his  best  consideration,  and  if  he 
should  find  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  member  could  be  adopted 
without  injury  to  the  revenue,  it 
should  be  adopted. 

Petitions  were  also  presented 
against  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
foreign  wool — for  introducing  Mr. 
Owen's  plan  into  Ireland  for  the 
employment  of  the  poor. 

A  petition  was  presented  from 
the  nobility,  gentry,  and  clergy, 
of  the  county  of  Bedford,  pray- 
ing that  the  house  might  take 
some  measures  to  prevent  the 
practice  of  Hindoo  widows  burn- 
ing themselvfi^  on  the  death  of 
their  husbands. 

Mr.  F,  Buxton  was  anxious  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
this  petition'.  It  was  from  a  most 
respectable  body,  and  related  to 
a  question  most  interesting  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity.  It  appear- 
ed froi:   the  papers  which  had  been 


laid  before  the  house  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  from  other  documents 
equally  authentic,  that  between 
800  and  900  widows  were  annually 
consumed  in  our  East  Indian  pos- 
sessions on  the  funeral  piles  of 
their  husbands.  Some  of  these 
dreadful  scenes  were  attended  with 
circumstances  the  most  shocking 
to  human  nature.  It  often  hap- 
pened that  the  same  day  which 
deprived  a  son  of  his  father  made 
him  the  executioner  of  his  mother, 
and  that  he  was  seen  applying  the 
torch  to  the  pile  which  was  to  con- 
sume the  bodies  of  both.  It  also 
not  unfrequently  occurred,  that, 
when  the  poverty  of  the  parties 
was  such  as  not  to  enable  them 
to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
fuel  to  consume  the  body,  the  half- 
consumed  victim  of  this  horrible 
superstition  was  suffered  to  linger 
in  the  most  dreadful  agonies  undl 
fresh  fuel  could  be  procured  to 
complete  the  horrid  ceremony. 
It  was  revolting  to  all  feelings  of 
humanity,  to  know  that  the  dying 
agonies  of  those  unfortunates  were 
constantly  the  source  of  coarse 
joke  and  brutal  delight  to  the  sur- 
rounding spectators.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  friend  in 
India,  giving  a  detailed  account  of 
many  of  those  shock'mg  spectacles. 
Amongst  others,  he  mentioned  that 
on  the  burning  of  the  widow  of  the 
village  barber,  the  friends  of  the 
party  were  not  able  to  procure  suf- 
ficient fuel  to  burn  the  body,  and 
that  the  legs  and  arms  hung  over 
the  fire,  untouched,  while  the  rest 
of  the  body  was  slowly  consumed. 
There  was  another  case— that  of  a 
young  woman  14  years  of  age, 
who  was  induced  by  the  persuasion 
of  her  friends  to  consent  to  im- 
molate herself  on  the  funeral  pile 
of  her  deceased  husband.     As  soon 
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B8  the  unfortanate  woman  felt  the 
flames,  she  burst  from  the  pile, 
aod  endeavoured  to  escapes  She 
waSf  however,  brought  back,  and 
cast  in  by  her  relatives.  Again 
her  resolution  failed,  aud  she  es- 
caped a  second  time  from  the 
dreadful  scene,  and  cast  herself 
into  a  water-course  to  reUeve  her 
scorched  limbe  ;  she  was  a  second 
time  brought  back  and  thrown 
upon  the  burning  pile.  She,  how* 
ever,  burst  from  it  a  third  time, 
when  one  of  the  spectators  pursued 
her  and  brutally  cut  her  throat. 
He  would  not  fatigue  or  disgust 
the  house  by  mentioning  other 
cases,  though  he  could  cite  many ; 
but  he  would  ask,  were  not  these 
scenes  to  which,  if  possible,  ^he 
government  ought  to  put  an  end  ? 
That  such  a  thing  was  practicable 
there  had  been  already  sufficient 
proof,  for  they  had  been  put  an  end 
to  by  every  European  prince  who 
had  got  possessions  in  India.  I'he 
IHines,  die  French,  the  Dutch,  and 
Portuguese,  totally  prohibited  them 
in  their  portions  of  India;  and 
several  Rajahs  had  accomplished 
the  same  object:  so,  also,  might 
our  government,  if  they  only  eit- 
erted  that  promptitude  of  deci- 
sion which  they  exercised  on  so 
many  other  occasions  not  half  so 
important.  He  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  attention  of  the  government 
might  be  directed  to  the  subject 
If  something  were  not  done  in  the 
interim,  he  should  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  it  early  next 
session*. 

Mr.  C.  fFt/nn  said  that  there 
could  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject.  All  must  alike 
deplore  those  melancholy  effects  of 
superstition ;  but  the  question 
would  be  how  could  the  desire  to 
prevent  it  be  best  carried  into  exe* 


cution  ?  The  practice  was  one  as  oM 
as  any  known  in  India.  Certain 
it  was,  it  existed  as  far  back  as  the 
time  of  Alexander  the  Great.  It 
had  taken  such  deep  hold  of,  and 
was  founded  on  such  strong  feelings 
connected  with  the  religion  of  the 
natives,  that  he  feared  any  attempt 
to  put  a  stop  to  it  by  force  would 
be  without  effect. 

Mr.  Hume  said  that  very  severe 
regulations  existed  in  India  on  the 
subject ;  but  they  did  not  extend  to 
the  actual  prevention.  He  should 
deprecate  any  measure  of  that 
kind,  which  he  thought  would  b^ 
productive  of  no  good  consequencea. 

Mr.  WUberforce  thought  if  pro- 
per means  were  resorted  to^  no 
greater  difficulty  would  be  found 
in  putting  an  end  t4>  this  horrid 
practice,  than  had  been  in  pre- 
venting another  which  had  been 
stopped  by  the  government  under 
the  Marquis  Wellesley. 

Mr.  Forbes  had  once  thought 
that  it  could  be  prevented  by  laws 
against  it,  but  he  had  since  had 
reason  to  alter  that  opinion.  He 
thought  no  regulations  would  be 
sufficient  to  check  it.  The  Mar- 
qdis  of  Hastings  had  confessed, 
that  the  means  which  had  been 
taken  to  prevent,  had  tended 
rather  to  increase,  the  practice. 
He  thought  force  would  he  of  np 
avail,  but  he  believed  that  a  good 
deal  might  be  done  by  persuasion. 

Mr.  Money  expressed  his  opi- 
nion to  the  same  effect  as  that  of 
the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  F.  Buxtott  moved  for  co- 
pies of  all  correspondence  between 
the  government  of  India  and  this 
country  on  the  practice  of  in- 
fanticide among  the  Hindoos ;  and 
an  account  of  the  steps  to  abo- 
lish it. 

Mr.  C,  Wynn  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection 
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JectioD  to  the  motion,  but  he  feared 
the  result  would  not  be  found  more 
satisfactory  than  in  the  case  last 
before  the  house. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  New  South  Wales  bill  (se- 
cond reading)  was  fixed  for  Friday 
week. 

Ldrd  Binning  referred  to  a  speech 
of  Lord  A,  Hamilton  upon  a  former 
day,  in  which  he  charged  the  she- 
riff of  Lanarkshire  with  partiality, 
and  with  throwing  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  his  election. 

Lord  A,  Hitmilton  replied ;  after 
which,  the  house  wishing  to  go  into 
the  business  of  the  day,  the  matter 
dropped. 

Sir  G.  Noel  called  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  petition  of  the 
lady  claiming  to  be  Olive  Princess 
of  Cumberland,  and  moved  that  a 
select  committee  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  her  case. 

iVfn  Hume  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Peel  stated  the  whole  of  the 
case,  in  which  he  proved  the  docu- 
ments upon  which  she  grounded  her 
claims  to  be  forgeries. — Motion 
negatived. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  having  requested 
and  obtained  precedence  of  Mr. 
Gpuiburn's  motion,  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  Irish  tithes  bill, 
'moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
'''for  the  better  protection  of  the 
property  of  merchants  and  others." 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Robertson  in  favour  of  postponing 
the  bill  until  next  year,  leave  was 
given  to  bring  it  in. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the 
committee  upon  the  Irish  tithes 
being  moved, 

The  house  went  into  a  com- 
niittee,  and  several  clauses  were 
agreed  to. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  pro- 


gress, and  moved  that  the   report 
should  be  received  on  Friday  next. 

Lord  Nvgent  moved,  that  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  test  regulation  bill 
b6  read  a  second  time,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  postponing  it. 

Several  members  spoke  against 
the  principles  of  the  bill. 

It  was  then  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division  ;  and,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Lord  Nvgent,  was  commit- 
ted for  Monday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
distilleries  bill  (Scotch). 

The  bill  was  read  the  Second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
to-morrow. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scotch 
confirmations  bill  be  now  read. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Lord-Advocate  of  Scotlanld 
moved  that  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Scotch 
commissioners  bill  be  now  read.— 
Postponed  till  te-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  read,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lords  J  Jutne  \9* — 
Lord  Barham  took  the  oaths  and 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Brogden,  iaccotnpanied  by 
several  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  brim- 
stone duti^  and  beer  bills,  which 
were  read  the  first  time. 

The  Duke  ofLeinster  presented 
a  petition  from  the  Uibemiao  Phi- 
lanthropic Society,  praying  the 
house  to  take  into  consideration  the 
plan  of  Mr.  Owen,  lor  the  amelio- 
ration of  the  condition  of  the  poor 
of  Ireland. 

The 
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The  Marquis  of  Lamdomn  pre* 
sented  a  petition  from  .certain  mer- 
chants, in  Loiidony  concerned  in  the 
linen  trade,  against  the  Scotch  linen 
trade  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  rose,  and 
said  that  it  was  nut  his  intention  to 
have  occupied  any  portion  of  their 
lordships'  time  till  the  discussion  of 
the  insurrection  act;  but  hearing 
that  great  delay  would  take  place 
ip  consequence  of  what  passed  in 
another  place,  and  feeling  the  great 
eril  of  allowing  the  session  to 
terminate  without  devoting  one 
Jiight  to  the  subject  of  Ireland — 
however  ill  qualified  he  might  feel 
himself — relying  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  house,  and  the  sup- 
port of  his  noble  friends  near  him, 
he  had  ventured  to  come  forward 
to  di»w  tb^  lordslups'  attention  to 
the  state  of  that  country.  All  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
Ireland  agreed  in  representing  it  in 
a  state  tibe  most  calaBiitous  and 
shirming,  and  also  agreed  in  the 
difficulty  of  applying  any  remedial 
measure;  but  certainly^  however 
difficult  that  might  be,  it  was  a 
reproach  to  ParUament  to  pass  se- 
vere laws  susplsnding  the  rights  of 
the  people,  without  first  attempt- 
ing hy  liberal  and  conoiliatory 
measures  to  effect  the  object.  It 
could  not  be  denied,  that  the  reli- 
gious differences  which  existed  in 
Ireland  were  one  great  cause  of  the 
evils  under  ^hich  she  groaned; 
and  therefore,  when  no  relaxations 
of  the  laws  which  affected  penally 
the  most  numerous  class  was  at- 
tempted, it  was  impossible  to  hope 
for  real  and  permanent  tranquillity. 
This  was  not  the  time  to  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  the  Catholic 
question,  but  he  would  impress  it 
on  their  lordships^  that  it  was  only 


hy  adopting  a  concHia^ry  policy 
that  they  could  hope  to  cure  any 
of  the  evils  which   now  afflicted 
Ireland,  though  it  was  foolish   to 
suppose  that  Catholic  emancipation 
would  of  itself  allay  every  discon- 
tent.    The  whole  condition  of  the 
government  of  Ireland,  its  policy 
and  practice,  demanded  a  prompt 
and  thorough  examinatioo.     When 
a  country  presented  a  divided  popu- 
lation, there  was  no  hope  of  tran- 
quillity without  the  most  rigid  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice 
to  all  classes;   but  there  was  too 
much  reaa<Hi  to  fear  that  those  who 
had  so  long  held  sway  in  Ireland 
had  given  the  people  occasion  to 
doubt  the   purity  of  the  system. 
His  Majesty's   ministers  defended 
thar  mode  of  governing  Ireland,  by 
saying  that  their  ol^ect  was  not  to 
give  a  triumph  to  any  party ;  and 
Uie  result  was,  that  the  government 
•of  Ireland  was  completely  in  the 
bands  of  that  small  minority  known 
by  the  name  of  Orangemen,  who, 
conscious  that  they  had  no  claim 
on  the  great  bodv  of  the  people, 
feared  them ;   and  the  people,  on 
their  part,  as  naturally  hated  the 
Orangemen.      In  such  a-  state  of 
things,  something  more    decisive 
•must  be  done  than  adopting  the 
eystem  of  giving  a  triumph  to  nei- 
ther party.     While  th6re  existed 
one  law  for  the  rich,  and  another 
for  the  poor— *one  law  for  the  Pro- 
testant, and  another  for  the  Catho- 
licr— they  could  never  calculate  on 
the  attachment  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people.    Either  must  be  fully 
attached,  or  the  government  must 
be  .thrown  into  the  hands  of  the 
Orange  faction,  which  not  only  had 
not  the  confidence  of  Jthe  people, 
but  had  become   odious    in   their 
eyes.    During  the  last  session  of 
Fariiament, 
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Parfiament,  the  nobk  earl  at  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  gOTemmeot 
had  pledged  himself  that  the  great 
grievance  of  the  tithe  system  should 
be  inquired  into.  As  he  had  so  far 
redeemed  his  pledge  as  the  intro- 
duction of  a  measore  in  another 
place,  he  (the  Duke  of  Devonshire) 
would  only  say  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  take  some  steps, 
as  it  was  a  tax  most  galling,  and 
pressing  with  peculiar  hardship  on 
the  country ;  some  alteration  must 
be  made  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
governed,  as  well  as  for  the  safety 
of  the  Protestant  establishment 
If  he  were  asked  what  was  neces- 
cessary  to  be  done,  he  should  urge 
the  concession  of  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion ;  the  arrangement  of  the  tithes; 
the  abridgment  of  the  power  of  that 
party  who  had  so  long  ruled  in  Ire- 
land ;  and,  lastly,  the  most  vigilant 
attention  to  the  administration  of 
the  laws.  It  might  be  said  that 
his  Majesty's  minister?  were  dis- 
posed to  adopt  some  of  these  mea- 
sures ;  and  it  so,  he  should  say,  let 
them  be  really  and  substantially 
adopted,  and  let  them  be  such  as  to 
command  the  respect  and  conviction 
of  the  people.  Much,  certainly, 
depended  on  the  government  of 
Ireland ;  and  he  could  not  but  ex- 
press his  disappointment  that  the 
feelings  which  the  noble  marquis  at 
the  head  of  that  government  had  so 
often  expressed  in  that  house  had 
not  been  more  fully  acted  upon; 
and  he  should  like  to  know  if  he 
still  retained  those  opinions,  and,  if 
he  did,  the  reasons  why  they  had 
not  been  acted  upon.  But,  what- 
ever might  be  the  opnions  of  any 
noble  lord,  it  could  not  but  have  a 
good  effect  upon  a  large  proportion 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  see,  that 
while  the  house  was  arming  his 
Majesty's  government  with  extra- 
ordinary powers,  they  were  desirous 


of  concurring  in  any  measiire  which 
might  conduce  to  the  permaneBt 
tranquillity  of  the  country.  The 
noble  dnke  concluded  by  moviBg 
the  following  resolutions : — 

**  That  this  house  has  learnt  with 
the  deepest  regret,  from  the  in- 
formation laid  before  it  during  the 
present  session  by  command  of  his 
Majesty,  that  a  general  spirit  of 
violence,  manifesting  itself  in  out- 
rages of  the  most  alarming  nature,^ 
has  for  some  time  prevailed  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland,  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, extraordinary  powers  are 
required  for  the  proteotion  of 
the  persons  and  property  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  that  king- 
dom. 

**  That  this  house  will  be  ready 
to  concur  iu  any  measures  which 
may  be  found  indispensable  for  the 
prompt  and  effectual  suppression  of 
these  disorders ;  but  experience  has 
proved  that  coercion  and  force,  how- 
ever necessary  to  avert  a  pressing 
and  immediate  danger,  have  not 
been  sufficient  to  eradicate  evils, 
whose  magnitude  and  frequent  re- 
currence induce  a  belief  that  there 
must  exist  some  material  defect  in 
the  state  and  administration  of  the 
laws,  and  the  system  of  the  govern- 
ment; to  the  examination  of  which, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  more 
permanent  and  effectual  remedies, 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  house  to  apply 
itself  without  further  delay." 

Eari  Bathurst  denied  that  there 
was  any  evidence  to  substantiate 
the  charges  against  the  government 
which  tbe  noble  duke's  speech  con- 
tained. That  the  Parliament  had, 
since  the  union,  been  employed 
solely  in  passing  coercive  measures, 
— it  was  sufficient  to  refer  to  the 
Statute  books,  to  ^ee  the  unfounded 
nature  of  that  charge.  The  agri- 
culture of  Ireland  was  undoubtedly 
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an  object  of  the  first  importaDce : 
and  in  I8I6  the  free  importation  of 
corn  was  allowed  into  thiB  country 
from  Ireland,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  free  importation  from  foreign 
countries  and  from  our  own  colonies 
was  forbidden  ;  and  the  monopoly 
of  the  grain  market  was  thus  given 
to  Ireland  :  and  at  a  subsequent  pe- 
riod, when  the  prices  were  raised 
at  which  corn  might  be  imported 
into  this  country  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  from  our  colonies,  it  re- 
mained in  the  same  state  as  to  Ire- 
land. However  much  political  eco- 
nomists differed  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  measure,  they  all  agreed  that 
it  was  the  most  important  boon 
which  could  be  conceded;  and  if 
their  lordships  referred  to  the  quan- 
tities imported,  they  would  see  that 
in  the  last  year  it  was  quadrupled, 
as  compared  to  the  year  before  the 
union.  Let  the  house  also  look  to 
the  different  measures  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  administration  of 
justice  in  that  country,  which  was 
the  first  object  to  which  the  noble 
dtike  had  called  their  attention ;  but 
from  the-  manner  in  which  he  had 
commented  on  it,  their  lordships 
might  suppose  that  no  one  measure 
had  been  adopted  relative  to  it. 
The  noble-  earl  here  instanced  the 
present  improved  mode  of  selecting 
the  sheriffs,  which  was  now  similar 
to  the  practice  in  this  country;  the 
corrected  mode  of  levying  fines 
where  recognizances  were  forfeited ; 
-  tht  improvement  of  receiving  evi- 
'  dence  by  grand  juries,  and  not  as 
l^efore,  finding  their  bills  on  the  de- 
positions taken  before  the  magis- 
trates; and  lastly,  the  police  bill, 
which  had  recently  been  passed,  and 
of  the  good  effects  of  which  they 
had  the  testimony  of  the  noble 
marquis  at  the  head  of  his  Majesty^s 
government  in  Ireland.    There  was 


also  the  introduction  of  petty  ses- 
sions into  that  country— a  measure 
of  the  greiatest  practical  utility,  and 
conducive  in  a  great  degree  to  the 
ends  of  justice.  It  had  been  the 
practice  of  a  man  who  had  a  com'- 
plaint  to  make,  to  go  before  some 
magistrate,  who  he  imagined,  from 
similarity  of  political  resentment  or 
other  causes,  might  be  favourable 
to  him ;  but  now,  each  magistrate 
was  checked  by  his  fellows,  and  by 
their  acting  under  the  control  of 
public  opinion.  The  control,  also, 
which  was  placed  on  local  taxation 
by  the  grand  jury  presentments 
bill,  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  country.  The  importance  of 
this  measure  would  be  apparent  to 
the  house,  when  they  recollected 
that  at  the  time  the  whole  revenue 
of  Ireland  was  only  4,000,OOOA, 
there  was  little  less  than  1,000,000/. 
collected  under  the  authority  of 
grand  jury  presentments,  of  which 
no  account  was  rendered  to  the 
public.  Another  measure  by  which 
Ireland  had  been  benefited  was, 
the  advance  of  money  for  public 
works,  to  be  repaid  by  instalments, 
and  the  sums  granted  for  extending 
and  improving  the  fisheries.  The 
noble  lord  (Lord  Clare)  who  se- 
conded the  petition  presented  by  a 
noble  duke  (the  Duke  of  Leinster), 
had  thought  proper  to  complain 
that  goveiliment  had  done  nothing 
to  give  assistance  to  Ireland ;  but  if 
their  lordships  would  compare  the 
sum  voted  this  year  for  that  pur^ 
pose  (30^000/.).  and  look  to  the 
sum  which  was  voted  by  the  Irish 
Parliament  (only  300/.),  that  com- 
parison was  sufficient  to  relieve 
the  Imperial  Parliament  from  the 
charge  of  neglecting  that  country. 
If  the'  subject  of  the  noble  duke*s 
petition  should  be  thought  neces- 
sary to  be  considered,  there   was 
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every  disposition  in  his  Majesty's 
government  to  take  the  subject  into 
the  fullest  consideration;  not  that 
he  meant  to  give  any  opinion  on 
Mr.  Owen's  plan,  but  merely  to 
express  the  desire  of  his  Majesty's 
government  to  concur  in  any  ra- 
tional plan  for  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. The  consolidation  of  the 
two  Exchequers  was  also  a  mea- 
sure of  great  benefit  to  Ireland.  By 
that  she  was  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  two-seven teentbs  of  the 
annual  charge,  as  stipulated  by  the 
act  'of  Union;  and  the  present 
amount  that  she  paid  was,  in  fact, 
only  two  twenty-sevenths  instead  of 
two-seventeenths.  By  this  measure 
the  taxation  of  that  country  had 
also  been  relieved.  Last  year  the 
window-light  duties  had  been  con- 
siderably lessened,  and  this  year  still 
farther  reductions  of  taxation  were 
to  take  place;  and  Ireland  was 
about  to  be  relieved  from  all  assess- 
ed taxes,  at  the  same  time  that  this 
country  remaiued  burdened  with  a 
great  proportion  of  those  taxes.  Was 
it,  then,  fair  to  represent  the  parlia- 
ment aa  only  employed  in  devising 
noeasures  of  coercion  ?  It  was  very 
true,  that  as  the  coercive  mea- 
sures were  always  confined  to.  a 
limited  period,  ^t  was  frequently 
necessary  to  renew  them  :  but  the 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland 
were  at  once  rendered  permaneni, 
and  were  acting  at  this  moment 
silently  and  beneficially  for  her  ad- 
vantage. The  noble  duke  called 
for  conciliatory  measures ;  and  were 
not  these  which  he  had  enumerated 
truly  conciliatory  measures,  extend- 
ing their  benefits  to  every  class  of 
the  community  ?  The  noble  duke's 
motion  difiered  very  slightly  from 
one  which  had  been  made  by  a 
noble  marquis  last  session.     In  the 


speech  by  which  the  noble  marquis 
introduced  that  motion,  he  pointed 
out  many  circumstances  which  be 
thought  contributed  to  the  distresses 
of  Ireland.  One  of  the  evils  which 
had  been  complained  of,  was  the 
absence  of  gentlemen  from  their 
estates,  which  government  had  at- 
tempted to  remedy  by  repealing 
the  assessed  taxes.  Irish  gentlemen 
now  knew  that  they  could  avoid  the 
payment  of  those  taxes,  if  they  re- 
sided in  their  own  country.  The 
noble  earl  concluded  by  stating,  that 
as  he  was  unwilling  to  meet  the 
motion  which  had  been  submitted 
to  their  lordships  with. a  direct  ne- 
gative, he  would  move  the  previoos 
question. 

The  debate  was  afterwards  car- 
ried on  at  great  length  by  the  EarU 
of  Ciare^  Clifden^  Dandey^  Gotport^ 
CaUdofif  lAmtrkkf  *and  lAiitrpooLi 
Lords  Holland  and  Man/borcugiy 
the  Lord  Cha$iceUor  and  the  MtW' 
quis  ofLansdown, 

Their  lordships  then  divided  on 
the  .original. jmotion:  the  numbers 
were  as  follows ;— Content,  43 — 
Proxies,  16— Total,  5^.  Not  Coo- 
tent,  66— Proxies,  39— Total,  105. 
M^ority  against  liie  motion,  46v— 
Adjourned. 

Home  of  Commons^  June  19* — ^A 
new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough 
of  Hertford, for  a  burgess  to  swve  in 
the  room  ojf  Lord  Cranboume,  who 
.  has  succeeded  .to  the  title  ^f  Mimt- 
.  quis  of  Salisbury. 

Mr.  P.  Moofe  presented  a.  peti- 
tion complainii)g  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion in  the  borough  of  fios8iney«-^ 
It  was  ordered  to  betakeninto  oon- 
Goderatbn  on  the  8th  of:  July. 

Mr.  Ben€tt  presented  a  petition 
from  Robert  Gourlay  and  others, 
paupers,  complaining  of  certain 
parts  of  the  poor  bill  called  Mr. 
Nolan's  bill. 

On 
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On  the  qaestion  that  the  aissessed 
taxes'  composition  bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  Hobhouse  said,  that  very 
early  in  the  present  session,  the 
Chancellor,  in  speaking  of  a  pro- 
posed reduction  in  the  assessed 
taxesj  had  said,  that  besides  the 
partial  redaction  of  the  window-tacx, 
the  whole  of  the  lower  range  of 
windows  in  houses  with  shops  would 
be  exempted.  He  now,  however, 
found,  that  this  was  to  extend  only 
to  shop-windows  which  looked  into 
streets  in  front,  and  not  to  those 
which  looked  into  courts  at  the  side 
or  rear  of  the  shops.  There  were 
many  shopkeepers  in  Westminster 
whose  shops  were  thus  situated,  and 
who,  no  doubt,  would  feel  much 
disappointed  that  the  promise  at 
first  held  out  had  not  been  ad- 
hered to. 

Mr.  Herries  said,  the  exemption 
of  the  lower  range  of  windows  was 
only  to  extend  to  those  which  be- 
longed to  shops,  and  not  to  the 
lower  windows  of  any  other  part  of 
the  boose ;  but  he  apprehended  that 
all  windows  really  belonging  to  the 
shop  would  be  exempted,  whether 
they  looked  into  the  street  in  front, 
or  ihio  a  court  at  the  side. — The 
bill  ^as  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  barilla  duties'  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
moiTOW/ 

The  passage  vessels'  regulation 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

The  poor  settlement  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Bennei  presented  a 
petition  fh>m  Hexham,  ptaying  for 
the  aholition  of  slavery. 


The  same  hon.  member  pTesent* 
ed  a  petition  from  certain  owners 
and  occupiers  of  land  in  Northnm* 
berland,  praying  for  the  equalization 
of  duties  on  all  British  spirits. 

Mr.  James  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  3107  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne; 
many  of  them  respectable  trades- 
men, but  the  greater  part  were 
operative  mechanics  and  artisans — 
part  of  that  body  which  constituted 
the  great  wealth  and  strength  of  the 
country  in  time  of  need.  They 
stated,  that  it  was  their  inalienable 
right  to  be  fully  and  fairly  repre- 
sented; that  they  should  have  a 
voice  by  their  representatives,  in 
making  the  laws  by  which  they 
were  governed,  and  in  imposing  the 
taxes  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  pay ;  and  that  unless  they  en-  * 
joyed  this,  their  condition  was  that 
of  slavery.  The  hon.  member  here 
went  at  considerable  length  into  ^ 
comparison  of  the  situation  of  the 
West  India  negroes  and  the  great 
body  of  the  working  population  of 
this  country ;  and,  after  contending 
that  the  negro  was  better  circum- 
stanced, he  added,  **  If  it  was  now 
proposed  that  an  exchange  of  con- 
dition should  be  made  between  the 
blacks  and  the  working  population 
here,  he  thought  it  was  in  favour  of 
the  latter.  The  petitioners  prayed, 
as  a  remedy  for  their  grievances, 
that  the  house  might  grant  annual 
parliaments,  universal  suffrage,  and 
vote  by  ballot,  in  which  prayer  he 
entirely  concurred." 

On  the  question  that  the  petition 
be  brought  up, 

iStr  I.  Cqfin  expressed  his  belief 
that  the  hon.  member  who  presented 
the  petition,  and  the  petitioners,  were 
all  labouring  under  mental  delusion. 
He  did  not  know  where  the  distress 
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and  misery  of  which  they  talked 
existed.  For  his  own  part,  be  never 
•  saw  in  any  other  place  so  many  fat, 
sleek,  well-clad,  and  contented- 
looking  people  as  he  saw  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  petition  was  then  read. 

Mr.  Abercromby^  in  the  absence 
of  his  noble  friend  the  member  for 
Northamptonshire,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  9525  householders  of 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  praying 
that  the  junsdiction  of  the  county 
courts,  which  now  applied  to  debts 
of  40f.  value,  should  be  extended 
to  debts  of  10/.,  or  at  any  rate  of 
5L  value. 

Mr.  Hahhouse  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Mr.  Butt,  who  complained 
of  unjust  detention  at  the  suit  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  Lennard,  after  some  observa- 
tions, moved  that  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  returns  made  to  the  house 
on  the  24th  of  January,  1821,  from 
the  county  court  of  the  county  of 
Middlesex — to  examine  whether 
the  fees  could  not  be  diminished  in 
.  the  hundred  of  Ossulston,  and  whe- 
ther the  number  of  sittings  in  other 
hundreds  could  not  be  increased. 

Mr.  Curwcn  objected  to  the  mo- 
tion, and  maintained  that  not  the 
slightest  imputation  could  rest  upon 
the  barrister  who,  with  distinguish- 
,  ed  talents,  pk-esided  over  the  county 
court  of  Middlesex. 

Mr»  G,  Bennet  was  of  opinion, 
that  a  committee  could  not  be  bet- 
ter employed  than  in  inquiring  into 
the  establishment  of  this  court,  and 
whether  it  could  not  be  improved. 

For  the  motion,  18 — Against  it, 
44. 

Mr.  Hume  brought  forward  his 
motion  relating  to  late  promotions 
in  the  navy ;  and,  after  enumerating 
many  instances  which  he  consider- 


ed extremely  unfair,  he  nooved  the 
following  resolutions ; — 

"  That  it  appears,  by  returns  to 
this  house,  that  there  were '3^94 
lieutenants,  813  commanders,  and 
851  post  captains,  on  the  list  of 
the  Royal  Navy  in  January  1816; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  so  great 
a  number  of  officers  on  the  list, 
there  has  been,  between  January 
1,  1816,  and  January  8,  1823,  an 
additional  number  of  of  860  pro- 
motions; viz.,  of  513  midshipmen 
to  be  lieutenauts,  of  222  lieute- 
nants to  be  commanders,  and  125 
commanders  to  be  post  c&ptains ; 
and  that,  although  peace  has  ex- 
isted for  seven  years,  there  were 
on  January  8,  1823,  8720  lieute* 
nants,  814  commanders,  and  829 
post  captains  en  the  list  of  the 
Royal  Navy— a  number  more  than 
sufficient  to  officer  a  fleet  of  twice 
the  number  of  ships  of  every 
description  in  the  British  navy,  if 
they  were  all  at  sea  at  the  same 
time.    ■ 

"  That  there  are  814  com- 
manders on  the  list  of  the  royal 
navy,  and  57  of  them  now  od^I 
pay,  of  whom  only  «evet)  were  pro- 
moted during  the  last  ten  years  of 
active  warfare  (from  1802  to  1813), 
and  50  who  have  been  promoteil 
since  June  1814,  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  Europe. 

"  That  many  of  the  promotions 
have  been  made  in  the  royal  navy, 
without  due  regard  either  to  the 
length  of  service,  to  the  merit  of 
the  midshipmen  and  officers^  or 
to  the  efficiency  and  advantage  of 
the  navy;  and  that  the  expense 
of  the  half-pay  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy,  necessarily  great  after 
a  long  war,  has  been  thereby  great- 
ly and  unnecessarily  increased  to 
the  country. 

"  That  there  were  950  persona 
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on  the  list  of  thd  royal  navy  in 
January  1816,  and  747  in  Janu- 
ary 1624,  showing  a  decrease  of 
903  in  the  seven  years,  exclusive 
of  sixteen  persons  added  to  the  list 
in  that  time. 

"  That  there  were  6949  offi- 
cers and  men  in  the  corps  of  royal 
marines  in  January  1816,  and 
8494  in  January  182d,  being  an 
increase  of  the  corps  of  1545  in 
seven  years ;  but  there  were  only 
five  first  commissions  granted,  and 
thirty-two  promotions  to  higher 
rank  in  that  period. 

''That  an  humble  address  be 
presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
an  enquiry  to  be  made  into^the 
manner  in  which  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  have 
exercised  tbeir  power,  both  as  re- 
gards the  placing  on  full  pay  those 
officers  already  on  the  list,  and  the 
promotion  of  the  several  officers  to 
higher  rank  in  the  navy  since  the 
peace  in  1815." 

Sir  George  Cockbum,  Sir  B, 
Martin^  Sir  L  Cqfin,  and  others 
replied,  after  which  the  resolutions 
were  negatived  seriatim. 

Mr.  Western  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  the  quali- 
fications of  jurors  in  counties,  not 
being  counties  of  cities. 

Mr.  Lester  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill. 

Mr,  Hume  now  rose  to  submit 
his  motion  on  the  subject  of  the 
Coronation  expenses.  His  objec- 
tion, he  observed,  was  not  so  much 
to  the  amount  of  the  money  ex- 
pended, as  to  the  principle  of  its 
application.  A  part  of  it,  the 
house  was  aware,  was  paid  out  of 
the  money  given  by  France  as  in- 
demnity to    this    country.     The 


whole  sum  amongst  the  several 
powers  was  750,000,000  of  francs, 
of  which  125^000,000  were  paid 
as  our  portion.  In  1816  the  house 
were  told  that  details  would  be 
given  of  the  application  of  the  sums 
received  by  us.  The  house,  how- 
ever, did  not  hear  of  it  till  1621, 
when  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  stated  that  there  were 
500,000/.  of  it  applicable  to  the 
service  of  the  year.  That  right 
honourable  gentleman  added,  that 
he  could  not  then  state  the  amount 
of  the  remainder,  but  that  what- 
ever it  might  be,  it  would  be  made 
applicable  in  the  same  manner, 
and  an  account  given  of  it  in  the 
next  year,  of  which  it  would  form 
part  of  the  ways  and  means.  The 
house,  however,  had  got  no  farther 
particulars  of  it  since  then.  The 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  distinctly  stated  that  the  whole 
surplus  would  be  applied  to  the 
service  of  the  year ;  and  what  he 
(Mr.  Hume)  complained  of  was, 
that  instead  of  having  this  account 
given,  135,000/.  of  the  sum  should 
have  been  applied  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment. This  he  complained  of  as 
a  breach  of  faith  with  the  house 
and  the  country,  that  the  money 
should  have  been  applied  in  this 
unwarrantable  and  unconstitutional 
manner;  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  house  to  inquire  into  the  case, 
which  could  not  be  better  done  than 
by  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee. He  had  also  to  complain  of 
the  great  excess  of  the  expense  of 
the  coronation  beyond  the  estimate. 
He  would  beg  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  what  was  the 
use  of  an  estimate,  if  it  did  not  ap- 
proximate in  some  degree  to  the 
sum  to  be  expended  ?  They  were 
first  told  that  100,000/.  would  very 
probably 
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pn^bly  cover  the  whole  expense 
and  a  sum  to  that  amount  was 
voted  by  the  house ;  but  they  now 
found,  that  instead  of  100,000/^ 
the  sum  expended  was  not  less 
than  238,000/.  It  was  said  thai 
the  expense  was  very  considerably 
increased  by  the  delay  of  the  co- 
ronation from  1820  to  1821.  That 
might  be ;  but  why,  in  that  case, 
was  not  a  new  estimate  laid  before 
the  house  in  1821  ?  He  had  ask- 
ed, in  1820,  whether  it  was  con- 
flideml  that  the  100,000/.  would 
be  sufficient,  and  he  was  answered, 
that  it  would.  Now,  this  was  un- 
fair; for  he  was  satisfied,  that  if 
the  whole  sum  was  mentioned  tQ 
the  house  at  first,  it  would  have 
required  greater  persuasion  than  had 
been  used  to  induce  them  to  con- 
sent to  it.  Next,  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  this  immense  sum.  He 
would  wish  to  know  something  on 
the  subject ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  house  had  a  right  to  expect  it 
— not  merely  as  a  matter  of  cu- 
riosity, though  that  might  not  be 
out  of  the  case,  but  as  a  matter  in 
which  they  were  interested  as  guar- 
dians of  the  public  purse.  He 
should  wish  to  know,  how  it  hap> 
pened  that  such  an  expense  should 
be  incurred  for  robes.  He  should 
like  to  be  informed  why  that  bau- 
ble— the  Crown  worn  at  the  cony- 
nation — was  kept  so  long  at  such  a 
considerable  expense  to  the  coun- 
try. He  did  not  know  whether  it 
might  not  have  been  returned  a 
month  or  two  ago,  but  he  did  say 
it  was  an  unnecessary  expense  to 
have  kept  it  so  long  at  an  increased 
expense.  The  value  of  the  jew- 
els of  which  it  was  composed  was 
about  70,000/.,  and  the  retention 
of  it  entailed  an  expense  of  6000/. 
or  7000/.,  a  year  on  the  country. 
Why  was  there  so  much  conceal- 


ment on  a  subject  which  ought  to 
have  been  open  to  the  inveatiga-^ 
tion  of  parliament?  It  was  not^ 
he  considered,  creditable  to  minis- 
ters to  have  this  concealment.  If 
the  expenditure  hud  been  just  and 
unavoidable,  a  committee'would  not 
be  objected  to.  The  committee 
could  investigate  the  whole  subject 
in  48  hours.  There  could  there- 
fore be  no  objection  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  it  on  the  score  of  time. 
The  hon.  member  concluded  by 
moving,  '*  that  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  Uie 
circumstance  of  the  expenditure  of 
1^8,238/.  above  the  estimate  made 
in  1820  for  the  expense  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's coronation,  and  into  the 
several  items  of  that  expenditure ; 
and  also  by  what  authority  the  sum 
of  188,000/.  was  applied  for  that 
purpose  without  the  sanction  of 
parliament." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  he  would  not  rest  his 
objection  to  the  committee  on  any 
wish  to  conceal  from  the  house  the 
manner  in  which  the  sum  expended 
on  the  coronation  had  been  applied. 
There  was  no  wish  of  that  kind  on 
the  part  of  government :  indeed,  it 
was  not  imputed  that  any  misap- 
plication had  taken  place,  though 
an  imputation  had  been  cast  of  a 
desire  for  concealment.  With  re- 
spect to  the  first  estimate  being  so 
much  less  than  the  sum  subse- 
quently expended,  he  would  say 
that  many  of  the  services  at  the 
coronation  performed  by  the  house- 
hold were  abohshed  by  Mr.  Burke's 
bill,  and  no  traces  were  left  as  to 
what  the  expenses  of  particular  de- 
partments would  be  likely  to  create. 
They  were  left  almost  to  guess  in 
many  instancesi  so  that  there  could 
be  no  certainty  as  to  the  whole 
sum  ;  and  when,  in  1 820,  the  sum 
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was  fixed  at  100,000/.  it  was 
thought  that  that  sotn  would  be 
sufficieut  It  should,  however,  be 
reooilected  that  the  expense  of 
every  de[)artment  must  be  greater 
at  the  present  time  than  it  had 
been  sixty  years  ago.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  crown  and  robes,  there 
had  been  a  charge  which  could  not 
at  first  have  been  contemplated. 
The  value  set  on  the  jewels  of  the 
crown  was  65,0002.,  for  which  ten 
per  cent,  was  paid.  There  wo-e, 
besides,  other  parts  of  the  segalia 
for  which  jewels  bad  been  hired; 
for  instance,  the  circle  which  was 
always  worn  by  the  sovereign 
on  such  occasions.  The  one  for- 
merly in  use  was  so  much  out  of 
repair,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
have  several  additional  jewels  add- 
ed. This  occasioned  a  consider- 
able expense.  At  the  coronation 
of  George  III.  the  jewels  hired  were 
valued  at  370,000/. ;  and  though  the 
per  centage  at  which  they  were 
hired  was  nouch  less  than  on  the 
present  occasion,  yet  the  expense 
of  them  for  one  day  was  15,000/. 
The  delay  of  the  coronation  from 
1820  to  18S1  had  considerably  en- 
hanced the  expense.  The  crown 
was  made  in  1820,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  have  been  used 
in  that  year ;  and  the  jeweller  was 
entitled  to  his  per  centage  for  that 
year  as  well  as  for  the  next ;  for 
though  it  did  not  go  back  to  him, 
the  charge  was  the  same.  This  made 
the  expense  on  that  item  double 
the  amount  anticipated.  After  the 
coronation,  it  was  thought  that  the 
crown  might  be  purchased  to  add 
to  the  royal  regalia,  to  prevent  the 
necessity  of  hiring  jewels  on  future 
occasions  from  any  jeweller  who 
might  be  able  to  supply  them. 
But  government  did  not  feel  it  to 
be  such.     Knowing  that  the  ex* 


pense  of  purchasing    the    crown 
would  amount  to  65,000/.,  they  felt 
that  they  should  not  be  justified 
in   purchasing  it,  till   they  knew 
what  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
coronation  would  amount  to ;  for  if 
they  should  be  greater  than  the 
calculated  amount,  as  actually  hap* 
pened,  they  were  not  willing  to  in* 
crease  them  still  more  by  the  pur- 
chase in  question.     It    was  only 
right  for  him  to  state  that  his  Ma* 
jesty  was  strongly  inclined  to  sa* 
crifice  a  large  portion  of  that  part 
of  the  civil  list  which  was  noore 
immediately  under  his  own  control, 
for  the  purpose   of  purchasing  a 
permanent  crown,  and  placing   it 
among  the  regalia  of  the  kingdom. 
But  as  his  Majesty,  with  that  con- 
sideration   which    marked    every 
action  of  his  life,  had  last  year  de- 
termined to  give  up  to  the  wants 
of  his  people  80,000/.  from  that 
part  of  hi^  income  out  of  which  he 
intended  to  purchase  this  crown, 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  con- 
clude  the  purchase  until   it  was 
previously  determined  how  far  it 
was  possible  to  bring  the  expenses 
o(  his  household  under   the  still 
more  limited  scale  which  it  would 
be  then    necessary  to  adpot.     It 
was  necessary  that  some  months 
should  elapse  before  that  problem 
could  be  solved ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  commencement  of  the  present 
year  that  it  was  ascertained   that 
the  royal  establishment  could  not 
be  conducted  upon  so  limited  an 
expenditure  as  bis  Majesty  wished. 
As  soon  as  that  point  was  ascer- 
tained, the  crown  was  sent  back ; 
but  still  the  expense  of  detaining  it 
was  incurred.     If  it  had  been  found 
expedient  to  purchase  this  crown, 
and  it  had  been  detsuned  so  long 
in  hopes  that  it  would  so  be  found, 
its  price  would  not  have  been  en- 
hanced 
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luuiced  by  the  detentioo,  for  the 
jeweller    was  not  to   have    more 
than  65,000/.    for  it.      If,  in  the 
interim,  it  bad  been  sent  back  to 
him,  and   he  had  kept  it   in  the 
same  condition  as  it  was  at  the 
coronation,  it  was  only  natural  to 
suppose  that  he  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  asked  a  larger  sum 
for  it,  seeing   that  he  could   not 
make  any  use  of  or  profit  by  the 
jewels  which  were  set  in  it.   It  was 
sent  back  to  him,  however,  as  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  the  ex- 
pense   of  purchasing    it    was   too 
great  to  be  defrayed  out  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's   personal    revenues.      The 
other  item  on  which  the  honoura- 
ble member  for  Aberdeen  demanded 
explanation  was  the  robes.     That 
item  was  certainly  a  great  one,  it 
amounted  to  24,000/. ;  but  he  could 
assure  the  house  that  there  was 
uothing  with  regard  to  those  robes 
Chat    was   inconsistent    with    the 
usages  of  former  coronations.     The 
ceremony  required  that;  there  should 
be   two  dresses  of  a  peculiar  con- 
struction;   and  the    dresses    used 
upon  the  last  occasion  were,  as  far 
as  could  be  ascertained,  in  every 
respect  similar  to  those  used  upon 
former  occasions.     He  could   not 
pretend  to  say  whether  there  was 
or   was  not  more  fur  on  the  last 
robes  than  on  any  other ;  neither 
could  he  pretend  to  decide  whether 
the  gold  lace  was  or  was  not  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  broader  than  it 
.  had  ever  been  before.      He  had  no 
means   of    making  a  comparison 
upon  such  a  point,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  the  house  would  be 
little    benefited   by   entering  into 
the   proposed   inquiry.      A    great 
part  of  the  expense  of  those  robes 
arose  from  the  high  price  of  er- 
mine;, but    it    also    arose    from 
another    cause,      to      which     he 
thought  it  necessary  to  allude ;  be- 


cause, thoiigh  the  articles  inques*' 
tion    were    properly    included    in 
these  expenses,  they  still  remained 
in  use.      It  was  usual  to  purchase  a 
new  set  of  robes  for  every  new  so- 
vereign to  appear  in  on  the  solemn 
occasions  of  his  meeting  and  pro- 
roguing his  parliaments ;  and  those 
robes  had  generally  borne  some  re* 
ference  to  those  which  the  save-* 
reign  had  worn  upon  his  coronation. 
It  was  true  that  his  late  Majesty 
had  not  ordered  new  robes  for  that 
purpose;    but  that  very  circum- 
stance had  rendered  it  necessary 
for  his  present  Majesty  to  purchase 
them.     The  old  robes,  which  his 
Majesty  had  worn  before  bis  core- 
nation,  were  nearly  a  century  old  ; 
they  were  patched  and  stitched  to- 
gether in  several  places,  and  indeed 
were  so  rotten,  that  if  any  person . 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne  had  trod 
upon   them,   they  would  all  have 
fallen  immediately  from  bis  Majes- 
ty's shoulders.  It  would  not,  there- 
fore, surprise    the   house  to  hear 
that  his  Majesty  had  ordered  new 
parliamentary  robes.    The  expense 
of  them  was  included  in  the  item  of 
24,000/.,  which  had  been  rendered 
so  high  by  the  great  rise  of  price 
in  several  of  the  articles  which  it 
covered.      Having    now   adverted 
to  the  two  great  points  on  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Aber- 
deen  had   dilated,   he   would   ad- 
vert to  the  breach  of   faith   with 
which  he  bad  charged  his  noble  pre- 
decessor in  office.     His  noble  pre- 
decessor bad  certainly  stated  that 
the   amount    of  the    expenses    of 
the  coronation  would  not   exceed 
100,000/.;    but   when   the   nature 
of    the    ceremony,    the    rarity  of 
its    occurrence,    and    the    circum- 
stance  of  there  being  nothing  to 
guide  his  noble  friend  in  the   cal- 
culation  of  its  expenses,  were  taken 
into  consideration,  he  thought  tlKit 
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no  person  would  be  sarprised  at 
finding  that  the  actual  expenses 
surpassed  the  estimate  which  was 
taken  of  them  in  the  first  instance. 
He  would  also  say  a  few  words 
upon  the  application  of  the  French 
indemnity  fund  to  defraying  these 
expenses— an  application  by  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Aber- 
deen appeared  to  think  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  been  guilty 
of  a  great  unconstitutioual  impro* 
priety,  though  they  had  not  been 
gailty  of  any  actual  breach  of  the 
law.  He  would  admit,  that  in  1816, 
when  the  honourable  member  for 
Knaresborough  made  a  motion  for 
the  house  to  dispose  of  this  fund  by 
its  vote,  without  the  King's  direc- 
tion, his  noble  predecessor  had  dis- 
claimed the  right  of  the  King  to 
them  as  a  droit  Of  the  cniwn. 
But  his  noble  predecessor  had  at 
the  same  time  contended  that  this 
money,  being  derivable  to  the 
crown  by  a  treaty  with  a  foreign 
power,  though  not  a  droit  of  the 
crown,  was  not  a  fund  inapplicable 
by  the  crown  to  the  public  service 
without  the  approbation  of  parlia- 
ment. Parliament  had  since  by 
its  conduct  given  its  sanction  to 
that  declaration  of  principle  made 
by  his  noble  friend ;  and  he  truste- 
ed that  it  would  not  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  withhold  it  from  mi- 
nisters, when  they  had  again  acted 
upon  it.  The  honourable  member, 
after  some  further  observations,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  people 
did  not  view  the  ceremony  of  a  co- 
ronation with  the  same  philoso* 
pfaical  indifference  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Aberdeen,  con- 
cluded by  affirming  that  no  case 
had  been  made  out  for  inquiry,  agd 
moving  a  negative  upon  the  reso- 
lution proposed  by  Mr.  Hume. 

The  house   tb3M  divided,  when 

1823. 


there  appeared — For  Mr.  Hume's 
resolution,  77— Against  it,  127. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  moved  that 
the  house  do  now  adjourn ;  but  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  amendment 
on  condition  that  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  would  postpone  the 
third  reading  of  his  hill  till  a  fb* 
ture  day* 

The  fjord  Advocate  then  fixed 
Tuesday  next  for  the  third  reading 
of  it. 

The  other  orders  of  the  ^y  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lords^  Jane  SO.—* 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
^the  repeal  of  the  Spitalfields  acts 
— against  and  for  the  Scotch  linen 
acts — from  an  individual  against 
the  Bank  of  Scotland,  which  had 
refused  to  pay  half  a  note  of  which 
the  other  half  was  lost. 

Lord  Stowell  brought  in  a  bill 
for  declaring  valid  certain  mar* 
riages  which  had  been  solemnized 
abroad. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  first 
time. 

Lord  Bexley  moved  the  second 
reading,  pro  furmd^  of  the  silk- 
weavers'  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Wednesday  next. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  June  20. — 
Petitions  were  presented  against 
the  employment  of  engineers  in- 
stead of  architects  in  the  erection 
of  London  Bridge — against  the 
combination  laws — on  the  subject 
of  the  poor  laws — ^against  the  im- 
portation of  spirits  from  Scot* 
land. 

The  Holyhead  harbour  bill  went 
through    a    commiltee,   when  se- 
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vera!  amendments  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re^ 
ceived  on  Monday. 

Sir  George  Cockbum  moved  that 
the  London  Bridge  bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

The  Lord  Majfor  said  he  would 
oppose  the  measure.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  the  corporation  of  Lon^ 
^km,  that  a  new  bridge  was  not 
at  all  necessary.    The  honourable 


magistrate,  after  going  into  some 
detail  to  prove  this,  concluded  by 
moving,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  that 
day  three  nkoaths. 

Altera  lew  words  from  Mr.  Ai^ 
derman  Thompson^  Mr,  T.  WUson^ 
and  Alderman  C.  Sndth^  the  house 
divided,  when  the  nnmisers  were-^ 
For  the  amendment,  4 — Against 
it,  71. 

Mr.  H,  Sumner  proposed  a  clause 
to  prevent  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
don appointing  an  engineer,  ar- 
chitect, or  contractor  for  the  new 
bridge,  without  the  consent  of  three 
or  more  Lords  of  tbe  Treasury. 

The  Lord  Mayor  objected  to  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
aipported  the  clause,  on  the  ground 
that  the  public  contributed  150,000^ 
to  the  new  bridge. 

Mr.  DenmaUf  Sir  L  Coffin^  and 
Mr.  T,  Wilson^  having  each  spoken 
briefly,  another  division  took  place 
upon  Uiis  clause—For  the  clause, 
73*— Against  it,  16. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Sir  T.  Baring  brought  op  the 
report  on  the  petition  of  Mr. 
M^Adam. 

Mr.  Wilbtrfarce  presented  three 
petitions  against  tbe  continuance  of 
negro  slavery  :  they  were  iW>m 
Bridgnorth,  Lanark,  and  Brecon. 

The  hon.  member  also  moved  an 
address    to  the  King,    for  copies 


or  extraeta  from  tbe  comspondeoce 
between  the  British  govenuMiit 
and  foreign  powers,  rdattve  to  the 
execution  of  the  several  treatiesfor 
abolishing  the  illegal  traffic  in 
slaves. — Ordered. 

On  tbe  motioc  of  Mr.  J.  fVil- 
UamSf  an  account  was  ordered  re- 
specting the  dates  ac  which  peti-' 
tions  of  appeal  and  rehearing  were 
presented  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  moved,  and  it  was 
ordered,  that  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  tbe 
condition  of  the  labouring  poor  in 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  facilitate 
the  application  of  the  private  con- 
tributions, &c. 

Mr,  Brougham  wished  to  put 
a  question  to  tbe  right  honourable 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affinrs ;  it 
was  this — Whether  there  was  any 
foundation  for  the  story  whkh  bad 
reached  the*  public  through  the 
foreign  journals,  that  the  Allied 
Powers  bad  withdrawn  their  minis- 
ters from  Stutgard,  this  step  having 
originated  in  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  the  King  of  Wurtemborg  to 
suppress  a  newspaper  and  to  make 
certain  alterations  in  the  consti- 
tution of  his  kingdom  :  the  whole, 
it  seemed,  had  grown  oot  ^( 
a  protest  by  tbe  King  of  Wur- 
temberg  against  the  late  invasion 
of  Spain. 

Mr,  Canning  was  understood  to 
commence  his  reply  by  objectiog 
to  this  mode  of  putting  interroga- 
tories. He  observed,  that  this 
country  was  no  way  a  party  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  AUied  Powers, 
and  that  some  of  the  accounts  re- 
ceived bf  ministers  were  similar 
to  those  referred  to  by  tbe  hdo. 
gentleman ;  but  othere  were  dissi- 
milar as  to  material  points.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  admitting  that 
government  had  obtained  informa- 
tion 
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tkm    npon   Hie   subject ;  but  *  he 
begged  to  decline  stating  more. 

Mr.  Brovgham  contended  that 
he  was  jaetified  by  the  strictest 
niles  of  parliamentary  courtesy  in 
putting  the  question  he  had  asked. 
In  his  opinion  nothing  of  the  kind 
could  occur  between  foreign  cob- 
Unental  powers,  in  which  this  coun* 
cry  was  not  more  or  less  immedi- 
ately interested. 

Mr.  Canning  was  willing  to  allow 
that  this  country  might  be  interest- 
ed ill  the  consequences ;  but  there 
was  a  marked  and  clear  distinction 
between  transactions  in  which  this 
kingdom  was  in  some  degree  a 
party,  and  transactions  in  which 
this  kingdom  had  no  interest,  and 
was  only  a  spectator.  If  he  were 
to  attempt  to  answer  the  hon. 
gentleman,  he  must  go  into  a  great 
deal  of  detail  on  uncertain  data. 
The  feirest  course  was,  therefore, 
to  say  that  ministers  were  not  in 
possession  of  any  distinct  iuforma* 
tion. 

Mr.  Brougham  begged  to  enter 
his  protest  most  strongly  against 
being  understood  as  concurring  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  it  was  possible  for  this  country 
to  be  a  mere  tame  spectator  of  such 
acts.  -The  principles  of  the  Allies 
were  utterly  detestable  in  them- 
selves, aud  ruinous  to  the  liberties 
of  the  world. 

Mr,  Canning  wished  only  to  add, 
that  the  hon.  gent,  had  assumed 
that  this  country  was  to  be  a  mere 
tame  spectator. 

Mr.  Kewtecfy  moved  Ihat  the 
Scotch  juries  bill  should  be  read 
a  second  time.  The  law  passed 
last  session,  from  the  extensive 
power  of  challenge  which  it  gave, 
rendered  tbe  adoption  of  the  pre- 
sent measure  peremptorily  neces- 
sary. ^ 


The  order  of  the  day  was  then 
read. 

The  Lord  Advotaie  moved  that 
the  bill  should  be  read  a  second 
lime  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  J.  *  r.  Grant  supported  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Ptei  supported  the  amend- 
ment. 

Sir.  J*  Macintoik  warmly  sup- 
ported the  bill,  which,  he  contended, 
was  necessary  in  consequence  of 
the  Qieasure  passed  last  year. 

For  'the  original  motion,  47-— 
Against  it,  42— Majority,  6. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Monday. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  tkt  Exchequer^  the  house  rc^ 
solved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  house  to  consider  far- 
;ther  of  the  supply  to  l>e  granted  to 
his  Majesty. 

The  Chancellor  rftke  Exchequei- 
moved — *''  That  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 40,000i.  be  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty towards  defraying  the  expense 
of  erecting  afi  additiooal  building 
at  the  British  Museum,  for  the 
reception  of  the  library  of  his  late 
Majesty. 

Mr.  Hobkouse  thought  tlie  li- 
brary a  proper  appendage  to  one  of 
the  royal  palaces,  and  moved  as  an 
amendment—^'  That  no  money  be 
granted  to  provide  a  building  for 
the  reception  of  the  late  King's  K- 
brary,  until  the  house  were  in- 
fortned  whether  it  could  not  be  de- 
posited in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
royal  palaces,  and  of  the  house  of 
parliament." 

Sir  C.  Long,  Sir  J ^  MacintAsh^ 
Mr.  Lenndrdf  Mr.  R.  GoMurHf 
Mr.  Croker^  Mr.  Bankes,  and  other 
members  spoke. 

Mr.  HcbhmH  titen  withdrew  his 
amendment ;  aftf  r  wbichy 
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Mr*  Crokcr  moved  as  an  am^d- 
meiity  that  the  words  **  BritiJib 
Museum"  in  the  original  motion 
be  omitted. 

Mr*  Hume  wished  the  present 
building  to  be  pulled  down,  and  a 
new  one  erected  on  its  site. 

The  committee  then  divided — 
the  nambers  were-*For  the  on* 
ginal  motion,  54, — Against  it,  30. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  of  supply,  a  reso- 
lution, granting  JiOOO/.  to  Captain 
Manby,  for  his  services  in  saving 
the  lives  of  shipwrecked  seamen, 
was  moved  and  agreed  to. — ^I'he 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday. 

The  house  resumed,  and,  the 
other  orders  of  the  day  being  dis- 
posed of,  adjourned. 

House  of  Lordsy  June  23.— On 
the  motion  of  the  Earl  of  Liver  pool, 
the  report  of  the  select  committee 
on  the  appellant  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Lords  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  on  Thurs- 
day  next. 

Petitions  were  presented  in  fa- 
veor'of  the  Scotch  linen  btlb,  and 
against  the  beer  bill. 

On  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  on  the  marriage  law, 
the  Earl  of  Westmorland  stated  the 
objections  which  he  entertained  to 
the  clause  relative  to  the  forfeiture 
of  property  in  cases  of  minors  mai^ 
lying  againat  the  provisions  of  the 
act  by  fraud  or  perjuiy. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  defended 
the  clause;  and  after  a  few  words 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Lord 
EUenborough^  the  report  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time 
to-morrow. 

On  the  order  of'  the  day  being 
read  for  the  third  readmg  ef  the 
Irish  grand  jury  presentment  bill« 


The  Mwrqms  of  Ltnsdasm  said, 
that  at  the  suggestion  of  his  noble 
friend  (the  Earl  of  Donoughmore) 
he  would  move,  as  an  amendment,* 
the  omission  of  the  oath  imposed 
on  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  after 
the  third  reading  he  should  move 
an  additional  clause,  for  securing  to 
the  clerks  of  the  peace  whatever 
emoluments  they  were  entitled  to 
under  the  insurrection  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to; 
as  also  the  amendment  and  addi- 
tional clause  proposed  by  the  noble 
marquis. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  Scotch  linens'  bill  was  con- 
sidered in  committee. 

The  Duke  ofAtkoU  opposed  the 
bill:  its  general  tendency  would 
be  to  drive  the  whole  of  the  small 
manufacturers  out  of  the  market. 
He  particularly  objected  to  the 
clause  which  went  to  repeal  the 
act  for  affixing  a  stamp  on  the 
linens,  and  moved  an  amendment 
to  that  efiect. 

The  Earl  of  Rossfyn  supported 
the  bill. 

The  Duke  of  AthoU  explained.  . 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdde  denied 
that  the  operation  of  this  bill  would 
establish  monopolies  in  the  manner 
mentioned  by  the  noble  duke.  lie 
thought  it,  on  the  contrary,  a  mea- 
sure well  calculated  to  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  community. 

The  JDtcie  of  AthMs  amend- 
ment was  then  put,  and  negatived. 
The  bill  was  then  passed  through 
the  committee,  and  reported  with- 
out any  amendments. 

The  vessels'  registry  bill  was 
then  conimitted,  and  reported  with- 
out amendment. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  June  %S»^Mr. 

Kennedy  moved  that  a  message  be 

sent  to  the  Lords,  praying  that  their 
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lordships  would  send  down  to  the 
home  of  commons  a  copy  of  their 
report  on  their  own  appellant  ju« 
risdiction«— Ordered  accordingly. 

The  Scotch  jury  bill  wss  com- 
mitted, reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  farther  consideration  on 
Wednesday  next 

The  barilla  duties  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
felavery. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HuS" 
kissojif  the  reciprocity  duties'  bill 
was  read  a  second  time. 

On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the 
larceny  repeal  of  clergy  bill,  Mr. 
Bennei  said  a  few  words,  objecting 
to  the  long  term  of  imprisonment; 
and,  after  a  remark  from  Mr.  Peel^ 
the  bill  was  recommitted  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  a  few  unim* 
portant  amendments.  *Vbe  report 
was  received,  the  '  amendments 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  tbird  read- 
ing was  fixed  for  Wednesday. 

The  felonies'  benefit  of  clergy  bill 
went  through  a  committee.  The 
report  was  brought  up,  and  the 
third  reading  fixed  for  Wednesday. 

The  report  of  the  sentence  of 
death  bill  was  brought  up,  and 
recommitted.  The  same  order  was 
made  regarding  it  as  with  the  pre- 
ceding. 

The  feh  de  se  bill  was  commit- 
ted :  it  was  ordered  that  it  be  read 
a  third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr,  Brougham  moved  the  second 
reaifing  of  the  beer  retail  bill. 

The  Ckanceilor  of  the  Exchequer 
did  not  object  in  this  stage  of  the 
measure,  but  he  begged  not  to  be 
uoderstciod  as  acquiescing  in  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  referred  to 
the  min  that  would  inevitably  visit 
50,000  publicans  if  this  bill  were 
carried.  He  wished  it  to  be  post- 
poned. 


The  ChancdUfr  of  the  Exchequer 
did  not  know  how  the  principle  of 
the  bill  could  be  objected  to ;  but 
considering  the  way  in  which  the 
property  of  the  brewer  and  the 
publican  had  been  created  by  the 
existing  law,  he  was  not  prepared 
at  once  to  invade  and  overthrow 
it.  On  this  account  he  had  him- 
self  introduced  a  more  limited 
measure. 

Mr.  Brougham  farther  enforced 
the  fitness  of  taking  the  discussion 
on  a  future  day.  This  bill  did  not 
enable  any  man  to  sell  a  single 
pot  of  beer  for  consumption  on  the 
premises. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  the  committee  fixed  for 
Friday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  supply. 

The  Speaker  then  left  Uie  chair, 
and  the  house  having  gone  into  the 
committee,  Mr.  Lushington  moved 
the  following  votes:— 15,000/.  for 
Donaghadee  harbour. — 29,114/. 
for  the  London  and  Holyhead  road. 
-—45,000/.  for  the  reyal  harbour 
of  King's-town.— 20,870/.  for  Ho- 
lyhead harbour.— 2350/.  for  print- 
ing a  new  volume  of  the  journals. 
— 5870/.  in  aid  of  the  propagpttion 
of  the  gospel  in  the  Colonies. — 
15,000/.  for  promoting  emigration 
from  the  South  of  Ireland  to  the 
Canadas  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.— 904/.  for  paying  retired 
allowances  to  the  Rev,  F.  Archer, 
inspector  of  prisons  in  Ireland.-— 
7000/.  to  enable  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, from  time  to  time,  to  ad- 
vance sums  of  money  in  aid  of 
schools  sec  on  foot  by  voluntary 
subscription. 

The  house  then  resumed ;  the 
report  ordered  to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
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^  tkt  Exckeqver^  %b%  douM  re* 
Bolved  itself  into  a  commiitee  of 
supply. 

The  Ckancelior  of  the  Exchequer 
observed,  that  be  had  stated  in  an 
early  p^rt  of  the  present  session> 
Uiat  it  was  not  his  intention,  after 
its  termination,  to  propose  any 
thing  in  the  nature  of  another  lot- 
tery. He  had  expressly  intimated, 
however,  that  he  should  have  to 
bring  forward  a  lottery  proppeition 
on  the  present  occasion;  and,  re<* 
membering  what  was  the  apparent 
feeling  of  the  house  when  he  last 
mentioned  the  subject,  he  trusted 
no  objection  would  be  taken  to  the 
resolution  he  had  now  to  submit, 
more  particularly  as  it  was  but 
just)  however  it  might  be  the  in- 
tention df  PaHiament  to  pro«reed 
in  the  matter  in  future)  that  the 
parties  principally  interested  in 
this  department  of  the  public  reve- 
nue should  not  be  taken»  as  it  were, 
entirely  by  sorprite.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  committee  do  au- 
thorise the  Lords  Commissioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Lord 
High  Treasurer  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  to  treat  and  contract 
with  any  person  or  persons  for  the 
diepooal  of  $0,000  tickets^  to  be 
drawn  in  one  or  more  lotteries^  at 
such  priced  and  under  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  to  the  commit* 
tee  may  appeal*  expedient. 

Mr,  Leicester  strongly  opposed 
this  resolution;  but  the  tone  of 
voice  in  which  the  hon.  member 
addressed  the  house  prevented  him 
from  being  heard  with  any  degree 
of  distinctness  in  the  gallery.  He 
<ibserved  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  endeavoured  to  re* 
commend  his  proposition  to  the 
ad^tioti  of  Parliaoaent^  by  stating 
that  it  was  the  last  se^on  in 
whieh  be  sboald  have  to  bring  it 


forward.  But  why  was  the  coun« 
try  to  be  infected  with  its  moral 
pestilence  for  another  year— though 
but  for  one  year — ^seeing  what  bad 
been  the  misery  and  vice  which  it 
had  throughout  so  long  a  period 
disseminated  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  ? 

Mr,  Ricardo  wished  to  ask  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  how 
many  lotteries  were  intended  to  be 
contracted  for  under  the  present 
vote?  Was  it  meant  that  these 
60,000  tickets  were  to  be  drawn  at 
once,  or  in  more  than  one  lottery  i 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
replied,  that  as  there  were  to  be 
60,000  tickets,  he  thought  thery 
might  be  drawn  in  about  three 
lotteries. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 
'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  another  resolution,  '^  That 
a  sum  not  exceeding  l4,700,000iL 
be  raised  by  Exchequer  bills,  to 
make  good  the  supplies  voted  for 
tlie  service  of  the  year  1823;'* 
which  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed;  the 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  Wed- 
nesday next. — Report  ordered  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

liie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
rD6e»  and  stated  that  on  Wednes- 
day week,  he  having  already  inti* 
mated  what  was  the  general  out* 
line  of  the  propositions  to  be  sub- 
mitted Co  Parliament,  coimected 
with  various  services  of  the  coun- 
try, and  many  of  which  proposi* 
tions  the  house  was  already  in 
possession  of»  be  would  take  an 
opportunity  of  recapitulating  the 
general  financial  proceedings  for 
the  present  year. 

Lord  Nugeni  moved  that  the 
house  go  into  committee  upon  the 
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te«to  r^gubtiim  act.  Several 
inembers  expressed  their  objection 
to  it ;  after  which  Lord  Nugent 
withdrew  bis  motioDy  aod  moved 
that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
coBionittee  to  divide  the  bill  into 
two  bills.T-Agreed  to* 

Upon  the  motion  of  Lord  Nu- 
gtntf  the  house  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee,  and  the  bill  was  di* 
vided  into  two  bills. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  brought  up  and  or- 
dered to  be  taken  into  further  con- 
sideration on  Wednesday  next. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
being  disposed  of,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lord$,  June  24.-- 
Mr.  Brogdenf  accompanied  by 
several  other  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up 
the  assessed  taxes'  composition, 
prize  money  distribution,  barilla 
duties,  Southwark  small  debts,  and 
several  private  bills,  which  were 
after warda  read  a  first  time. 

A  message  from  the  Commons 
was  also  brought  up  by  Mr,  Kenr 
nedjff  requesting  a  copy  of  the  re- 
port of  the  liords'  committee  on 
the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Lords:  also  a  copy  of 
the  return  of  the  number  of  causes 
decided  in  the  Court  of  Session 
in  Scotland,  between  1802  and 
182S,  and  the  number  of  appeals 
to  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  same 
period. 

The  marriage  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  beer  bill  was  read  the  se- 
cond time. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  June  24. — 
The  Southwark  Court  of  Requests 
hill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Petitions  were  presented  agamst 
slavery-*for  an  amendment  in  the 


excise  lawa-**-irom  Mr.  B.  Cod^ 
rane,  against  certain  transactions  of 
the  victualling  board — against. any 
alteration  in  the  duties  of  wool-<> 
from  a  female  of  Preston  confined 
for  debt,  complaining  of  being' 
treated  as  a  felon — from  persons 
engaged  in  the  herring  fishery  at 
Banff,  praying  that  the  importa- 
tion of  oak  staves  from  the  North 
of  Europe  might  be  allowed — ^for 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  on 
sugars — from  attorneys  and  solici- 
tors of  Ireland,  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  the  law  requiring  an  an- 
nual licence. 

Messengers  from  the  Lords 
brought  down  the  marriage  bill. 

Mr,  Goulbum  moved  that  the 
Irish  insurrection  act  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

The  order  of  day  for  this  pur- 
pose having  been  read, 
'  Sir  H.  Pamell  said,  that  he  felt 
the  present  state  of  Ireland  to  be 
such,  at  this  moment,  that  it  would 
be  an  abandonment  of  duty  were 
he  to  sit  silent  when  a  subject  of 
this  kind  was  brought  forward; 
discussion,  it  was  clear,  would  dP 
itself  produce  some  beneficial  con- 
sequences. He  would,  in  the  out- 
set, explain  one  or  two  points,  as 
he  was  anxious  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood. In  the  first  place,  he  did 
not  wish  to  put  a  stop  to  the  re- 
passing of  the  Irish  insurrection 
act,  for  though  he  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  remedy  existing  evils^ 
or  suppress  prevailing  disturbances, 
still  he  was  willing  that  it  should 
be  adopted,  as  giving  additional 
security  to  life  and  property*  In 
what  should  Jail  from  him,  he 
meant  to  cast  no  refiec^on  or  re- 
proach upon  the  fuiministralAon  of 
Lord  Wellesley.  HehadfiUedhis 
high  station  most  advantageously 
to  Ireland,  and  honourably  to  '.him* 

self. 


644 


BRITI8H    AMD 


sel£  Under  his  sanction,  many 
most  useful  measures  had  been  re^ 
sorted  to — the  constables*  bill,  the 
revision  of  the  magistracy,  and  the 
tithe-biil.  The  latter  was  highly 
valuable  in  principle,  whatever  de- 
fects might  belong  to  the  details. 
The  present  was  not  a  question 
between  parliament  and  the  govern- 
ment of  Lord  Wellesley — it  was 
essentially  not  merely  an  Irish,  but 
an  English  question,  and  all  the 
best  interests  of  England  were  con- 
cerned in  it«  He  was  willing  to 
admit  that  ministers  deserved  cre- 
dit for  the  course  of  policy  they 
had  pursued  towards  Ireland*  The 
commercial  regulations  recently 
established  would  be  very  advan- 
tageous to  Ireland,  and  the  manner 
in  which  ministers  liad  relinquish- 
ed a  great  degree  of  patronage  by 
the  union  of  the  two  revenue 
boards,  was  extremely  laudable. 
Before  the  house  proceeded  to  the 
re-enactment  of  the  unconstitutional 
measure  upon  the  table,  he  con- 
ceived that  it  was  its  duty  to  ob» 
tain  possession  of  all  information 
relative  to  the  internal  state  of  Ire- 
land; to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
cause  and  extent  of  the  distur* 
bances  which  had  long  afflicted  that 
country.  If  this  step  were  taken, 
the  house  would  be  surprised  to 
find  the  condition  of  Ireland  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  with  respect  to  in- 
ternal tranquillity.  In  order  to 
show  the  real  state  of  the  country 
at  the  present  moment,  the  hon. 
baronet  read  extracts  from  the 
printed  despatches  of  the  Marquis 
V^ellesley,  dated  January  and  May, 
1821S,  from  whence  it  appeared 
that  in  Leinster,  Munster,  Con- 
naught,  and  Ulster,  disturbances 
existed,  arms  were  collected,  and 
proselytes  made.  He  also  adverted 
to  the  proceedings  on  the  trials  of 


riband  men  in  DaUin,  andqiHited 
a  part  of  the  speech  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General upon  that  occasion, 
which  detailed  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  this  society.  For  thirty 
years  Ireland  had  been  in  a  state 
of  constant  disturbance ;  in  more 
than  twenty  counties  the  coorse  of 
riot  had  been  so  regular,  that  the 
existing  generation  might  be  said 
to  have  grownup  in  the  practice  of 
it ;  and  statutes  utterly  subversive 
kA  the  liberty  of  the  subject  had, 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  in  Ire- 
land, been  the  law  of  the  land.  We 
had  a  population  in  that  country — 
and  an  enormously  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing population — ^rearing  and 
educating  in  lawless  habits.  Such 
a  state  of  things  presented  a  proe- 
pect  a  great  deal  too  formidable  to 
be  met  by  a  mere  proposition  to 
renew  the  insurrection  act.  If  it 
was  difficult  to  imagine  the  precise 
object  of  the  illegal  associations  of 
Ireland,  it  was  pretty  obvious  from 
their  measures  that  their  object 
could  be  no  light  one.  His  wish 
was  fur  inquiry ;  certain  it  was  that 
nothing  could  be  done  without  ic 
He  wished  to  have  a  secret  com- 
mittee upon  the  causes  and  extent 
of  the  troubles  of  Ireland,  iot  he 
thought  that  the  true  causes  of  dis- 
content in  that  country  had,  and  in 
very  high  quarters,  been  greatly 
misapprehended.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  the  clamours  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  were  those  of  mere  poor 
men  who  were  anxious  to  share  the 
advantages  of  the  rich.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  objects  of  tlie 
deluded  parties  were  mainly  the 
getting  rid  either  of  rents  or  chnrch 
tithes.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  evil  was  poverty ;  for  the 
country  had  been  just  as  much  dis- 
turbed as  it  was  at  present  when 
the  lower  orders  had  stood  in  a  si- 
tuation 
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euation  of  incomparably  greater 
advantage.  He  denied  the  posi- 
tion tbat  the  discontents  of  Ire- 
land  had  no  view  to  the  political 
condition  of  the  country.  The 
universal  expression  of  loyalty 
which  attended  the  King's  visit 
was  wrested  into  an  argument  to 
support  that  conclusion;  but,  in 
fact,  it  cut  directly  tlie  other  way. 
The  truth  was,  tbat  the  King's  ar* 
rival  in  Ireland  had  been  hailed  as 
an  important  political  event.  The 
King  had  ever  been  considered  as 
the  friend  of  Ireland  ;  he  was  con- 
sidered so  still ;  and  his  touching 
upon  her  shores  had  been  taken  as 
a  pledge  of  relief.  He  repeated, 
that  he  thought  the  causes  of  dis* 
aflection  in  Ireland  had  been  mis- 
taken ;  and  he  had  little  faith  in 
many  of  the  remedies  which  were 
held  up  as  proper  to  eflTect  its  cure. 
He  did  not  think  (hat  education 
would  produce  all  the  advantages 
which  were  anticipated  from  it* 
The  example  of  Scotland  was 
quoted  upon  that  point ;  but  there 
was  a  decided  difference  between 
the  cases  of  Scotland  and  of  Ire- 
latid.  In  Scotland,  discontent  and 
adarchy  bad  been  produced  by  the 
operation  of  certain  obnoxious  and 
oppressive  penal  laws ;  those  laws 
being  repealed,  the  troubles  disap- 
peai^,  and  that  consequence  was 
attributed  to  education  with  which 
education  had  nothing  to  do.  But 
the  discontents  which  were  operat- 
ing to  produce  confusion  in  Ireland 
arose  out  of  old  and  deep-rooted 
feelings  of  political  dissatisfaction. 
The  eiTect  of  the  Popery  laws  had 
not  tended  to  alleviate  Uiose  heart- 
burnings which  had  taken  their 
origin  in  the  con6scation  of  nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  landed  property  in 
the  country.  He  reminded  the  house 
of  the  opinion  which  Mr.  Burke 


had  expressed  npon  the  neglect  of 
carrying  into  effect  those  articles 
in  the  treaty  of  Limeiick  which 
promised  the  extension  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution  in  its  full  freedom 
to  Ireland.  From  some  circum- 
stances or  other  continually  inter- 
vening, it  did  so  happen  that,  the 
treaty  had  never  been  in  the  slight- 
est degree  fulfilled ;  and  from  that 
cause  among  others,  the  discontents 
had  continued  to  exist  till  the  pre- 
sent moment.  It  was  in  this  si- 
tuation of  things  that  the  house 
were  undertaking  to  go  on  govern- 
ing the  people  of  Ireland  by  the 
old  methods  of  force  and  violence. 
Ireland  must  have  the  fill]  benefit 
of  the  constitution;  the  people 
knew  the  value  of  it  as  well  as  the 
English,  and  would  be  as  tranquil 
in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  only  Jet 
them  feel  that  they  were  securely 
protected  in  their  obedience,  and 
that  their  best  interests  would  be 
found  in  tranquillity  and  obedience 
to  the  laws.  It  was  assumed  by 
one  considerable  party  in  that 
country,  that  the  constitution  was 
now  enjoyed  there.  Certainly 
they  had  all  the  outward  forms  of 
it;  but  if  properly  examined,  the 
essential  benefits  would  be  found 
entirely  wanting.  They  especially 
wanted  an  adequate  representation 
in  Parliament.  The  great  body  of 
that  people  were  not  represented. 
They  all  must  remember  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Burke,  as  to  the  good 
that  was  done  to  Wales  and  some 
of  the  counties  palatine  by  ex- 
tending the  English  mode  of  repre- 
sentation to  them  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VIH. — not  virtual  repre- 
sentation, as  one  mode  which  had 
been  mimed,  but  a  real  representa- 
tion chosen  by  the  people  of  those 
very  places.  The  constitution  was 
again  promised  to  Ireland  at  the 
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union,  and  it  was  then  argued  that 
the  representation  would  be  more 
complete  than  it  had  been  in  a 
separate  Irish  parliament.  But 
this  was  all  that  the  Irish  had  been 
allowed  toknowofthe  benefits  of  the 
English  constitution  ever  since.  It 
was  well  known  that  Mr.  Pitt 
quitted  office  because,  as  he  averred, 
be.  found  himself  incapable  of  ful- 
filling the  engagements  made  with 
Ireland,  at  ^e  time  of  the  union, 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  con- 
stitution to  that  country.  And  it 
was  an  undoubted  fact,  that  but  for 
the  promises  held  out  to  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  and  tbeir  conse- 
quent acquiescence  in,  and  assist^ 
ance  of  that  great  measure,  the 
union  could  not  have  been  carried, 
lie  knew  that  there  were  other 
causes  assigned  for  the  disturbances 
in  Ireland — the»want  of  education, 
the  want  of  employment — the  ab- 
sence of  the  landlords :  but  the  se- 
cret lay  deeper — the  original  cause 
was  the  want  of  the  constitution^ 
without  which  measures  of  force 
would  avail  them  nothing.  They 
Lad  better  consent  at  once  to  go 
to  the  root  of  the  evil,  to  inquire 
into  the  first  movbg  causes  of  the 
turbulence,  and  to  see  what  con- 
ciliation could  effect.  He  had 
made  these  few  observations  from 
a  sense  of  duty,  fearing  that  if  he 
had  postponed  them  till  the  coming 
session,  and  the  disorders  should 
increase  in  Ireland,  he  might  incur 
a  charge  of  neglect  for  not  having 
given  the  house  such  information 
as  he  possessed.  He  concluded  by 
moving  the  following  amendment : 
— **  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
consisting  of  21  members,  to  in- 
quire into  the  extent  and  object  of 
the  present  disturbances  in  Ire- 
land."    If  the  amendipent  were 


carried,  be  intended  to  move  tbat 
it  be  a  secret  committee. 

Mr.  Grattan  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. The  system  of  force  bad 
been  tried  long  enough  to  prove 
that  it  was  of  no  effect*  Every 
means  having  the  character  of  co- 
ercion had  been  readily  granted  by 
Parliament.  Insurrection  acts,  tbe 
constabulary  act,  special  commis- 
sions, sessions  extraordinary,  an 
addition  of  9OOO  or  10,000  troope, 
and  all  would  not  do*  In  two 
counties  they  had  one  half  of  tbe 
military  force  of  Ireland  busily  oc- 
cupied. The  hopes  held  out  of 
quelling  the  disturbances  by  this 
act  never  had  been,  nor  ever  would 
be,  realized.  It  was  not  education 
that  was  wanted,  for  that  could 
only  make  them  more  sensible  of 
the  effects  of  bad  government.  It 
was  not  manufactures;  they  bad 
had  the  linen  trade  among  them 
for  a  hundred  and  fifty  years.  It 
was  just  and  orderly  government, 
and  the  fair-  advantages  of  the 
English  constitution.  Some  noea- 
sures  of  immediate  amelioratioe 
might  be  applied.  Some  modified 
imitation  of  the  English  poor  laws 
would  be  advisable,  and  a  small 
tax  on  absentees  might  very  pro- 
perly make  a  part  in  the  measure. 
The  qualification  of  titbes«  in  a  real 
bonajide  sense,  was  a  measure  of 
tbe  first  necessity.  The  duties  of 
the  established  church  should  be 
faithfully  fulfilled,  and  some  means 
adopted  to  enforce  tbe  observance 
of  them.  Tbe  Catholic  clergy 
should  be  put  on  a  better  footing, 
which  would  cost  very  little  mo- 
ney, and  prove  very  useful  to  tbe 
interests  of  religion,  and  the  re- 
storation of  order.  Tbe  comnuttee, 
for  which  his  right  bon.  friend  bad 
moved,  would  give  a  very  deeira- 
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bla  opportunity  to  gentlemen  of 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
to  mature  a  plan  of  conciliation, 
which  would  be  more  effectual  than 
these  extraordinary  terrors  of  the 
]aw« 

Mr*  Goulburn  admitted  that  no- 
thing had  fallen  from  the  honour- 
able baronei  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment, but  what  was  entitled  to  the 
fullest  consideration.  It  appeared, 
however,  that,  technically  speak- 
ing, there  was  no  intention  to  op* 
pose  the  bill,  nor  any  question  as  to 
the  necessity  of  suppressing  imme- 
diately the  disturbances  and  out- 
rages which  prevailed  in  Ireland. 
Parliament  having  twice  conceded 
these  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
Irish  government  upon  the  most 
satisfactory  grounds,  they  could 
only  in  fairness  be  withdrawn  upon 
showing  that  the  emergency  upon 
which  they  were  originally  granted 
had  ceased.  He  must,  therefore, 
persevere  in  prt^sing  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  He  doubted 
the  efficacy  of  the  inquiry  at  this 
advanced  period  of  the  session, 
especially  when  he  considered,  not 
only  the  thinness  of  the  house  upon 
this  particular  occasion,  but  that 
the  Irish  members,  from  whom 
aloBe  they  could  hope  to  get  full 
and  useful  information  in  the  com- 
mittee, were  almost  all  departed 
— not  to  shun  the  fatigue  of  sitting 
there,  but  to  assume  situations  of 
responsibility  and  peril,  and  to 
lend  their  best  endeavours  to  re- 
store the  public  tranquillity.  But 
though  he  resisted  present  inquiry^ 
he  admitted  the  usefulness  of  it  in 
principle^  and  promised,  that  if  it 
should  be  his  ill  fortune  to  have  to 
ask  in  the  ensuing  session  for  a 
renewal  of  the  powers  of  this  act, 
he  would  move  for  an  inquiry  him- 


self. But  then  he  would  confine 
his  motion  within  the  natural  boun- 
daries— be  would  contract  it  to  a 
search  into  the  causes  which  might 
produce  the  disturbances  in  the 
particular  counties.  He  would  not 
go  into  a  consideration  of  the 
effects  of  all  the  measures  of  con- 
ciliation which  had  been  adopted 
towards  Ireland.  One  thing  he 
remarked  which  was  curious 'in 
the  speech  of  the  bun.  baronet. 
Though  he  ventured  to  hint  at  the 
necessity  of  making  concessions,  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  and  the  pur- 
port of  that  part  of  his  address 
could  not  be  mistaken,  he  never 
once  ventured  to  name  them.-^ 
Upon  that  subject  he  (Mr.  Goul- 
burn) would  then  give  no  opinion. 
The  suggestion  of  the  honourable 
baronet  was  not  of  weight  enough 
to  prevent  the  passing  of  a  mea- 
sure which  was  required  for  the 
immediate  suppression  of  the  out- 
rages in  that  country.  The  ho- 
nourable baronet  had,  amongst 
other  causes  to  which  he  attributed 
the  dangers  and  difficulties  by 
which  Ireland  was  surrounded, 
adverted  to  the  numerous  popula-* 
tion  of  that  country ;  and  he  had 
traced  all  the  evils  by  which  she 
was  afflicted,  even  including  that 
redundant  population,  to  the  pre- 
sent unfortunate  government.  But 
how  could  the  present  government, 
f)r  any  other  that  had  preceded  it, 
prevent  that  enormous  increase  of 
population,  which  the  honourable 
baronet  had  placed  foremost  in  the 
list  of  miseries  under  which  he  de- 
scribed Ireland  to  be  suffering. — 
Ireland  was  afflicted  by  two  kinds 
of  evils — one  of  them  was  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  immediate 
relief  might  be  applied  to  it ;  but 
tlie  other  had  grown  up  through  u 
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long  period  of  time,  and  it  conld 
only  be  cured  by  the  adoption  of 
measures,  the  progress  of  which 
must  necessarily,  from  the  nature 
of  the  disease,  be  slow  in  their 
operation.  The  encouragement  of 
education,  with  a  view  to  a  perfect 
eradication  of  the  disturbances 
which  too  often  prevailed  in  Ire« 
land,  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
moment  When  ministers  spoke 
of  the  probable  effects  of  education, 
they  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  at  once  put  an  end  to  the 
outrage  and  devastation  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  counties  of  Limerick 
and  Cork;  but  they  did  affirm, 
that  by  persevering  in  the  intro- 
duction of  a  regular  system  of 
education,  not  merely  that  of  teach- 
ing the  people  to  read  and  write, 
but  teaching  them  the  due  obser- 
vance of  their  moral  duties — of 
those  duties  which  they  owed  to 
God  and  man — and  proving  to 
them  that  obedience  to  the  law 
was  a  religious,  as  well  as  a  moral 
obligation,  very  great  benefit  would 
result  from  it.  He  spoke  this  with 
perfect  confidence,  because  all  his- 
tory bore  him  out  in  the  fact.  If 
they  proceeded  in  such  %  course, 
the  time  would  undoubtedly  ai^ 
rive  when  it  would  have  its  due  and 
proper  effect ;  and  when  those  in- 
dividuals, who  were  now  blamed 
for  hazarding  an  opinion,  that  edu- 
cation would  be  so  eminently  be- 
neficial, would  receive  from  a  late 
posterity  the  reward  which  they 
merited.  The  hon.  barqnet  had 
spoken  of  what  he  denominated  the 
parallel  cases  of  Scotland  and 
Wales;  and  he  argued,  that  if  si- 
milar measures  were  adopted  with 
respect  to  Ireland,  as  had  been 
used  with  reference  to  those  parts 
of  the  empire,  the  same  *  result 
would  be  produced.     But  he  stu- 


diously guarded  himaelf  agdnst 
admitting  that  education  had  any 
effect  in  creating  the  change  of 
manners  to  which  he  alluded.  He 
took  care  to  tell  the  house,  that  it 
was  not  education  which  rendered 
mild  and  sociable  people  who  were 
naturally  fierce  and  intractable. 
No;  the  hon.  baronet  contended 
that  it  was  the  general  concession 
to  persons  of  different  religious  opi- 
nions which  wrought  the  alteration. 
To  that  doctrine,  however  plansi- 
ble,  he  (Mr.  Goulburn)  could  not 
agree;  because  he  viewed  the  in* 
fluence  of  education  as  having-  done 
a  great  deal  in  softening  and  im- 
proving the  manners.  The  hon. 
baronet  having  gone  through  va- 
rious minor  points,  proceeded  to 
quote  the  breach  of  the  articles  of 
the  capitulation  of  Limerick  as  one 
of  the  fruitful  sources  of  discontent. 
This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
question  had  been  brought  forward ; 
but  there  was  so  manifest  an  in- 
consistency in  adducing  such  an 
argument  at  the  present  time,  as 
relieved  him  entirely  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  entering  into  the  merits 
of  that  old  topic.  It  was  argued, 
that  the  articles  of  the  capituhition 
of  Limerick  were  agreed  to  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  on  the  Ca- 
tholics certain  benefits  therein 
stated  ;  and  the  honourable  baronet 
asserted,  that  the  non-performance 
of  the  terms  of  that  capitulation 
had  aggravated  all  the  evils  of  Ire- 
land, since  severe  restrictions  had 
followed  the  alleged  breach  of  faith. 
The  restrictions  to  which  the  ho- 
nourable baronet  alluded  were  the 
penal  laws  which  affected  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Catholics:  and  he 
laid  it  down  as  a  point  not  to  be 
disputed,  that  those  penal  laws 
were  the  offspring  of  the  non-per- 
formance of  the  treaty  of  Limerick. 

But 
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Bvt  th«  hoooQiable  baronet  would 
have  doDC  well  to  have  recollected, 
that  eveo  if  those  penal  laws  were 
created  in  consequence  of  the  breach 
of  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  they  had 
long  since  ceased  to  operate.  The 
time  had  long  gone  by  since  this 
country  atoned  for  the  breach  (if  it 
were  one),  by  repealing  those  very 
penal  laws ;  and  though  he  agreed 
with  the  honourable  baronet,  that 
political  hatred  and  animosity, 
when  once  engendered,  did  not 
speedily  subside,  yet  it  would  have 
been  well  if  he  had  shown  why, 
after  such  a  series  of  benefits  as 
had  been  conferred  by  this  coun- 
U^  on  Ireland,  the  alleged  breach 
of  the  articles  of  Limerick  should 
be  so  tenaciously  held  in  memory. 
He  had  intended  to  confine  himself 
to  the  proposition  of  the  honoura* 
ble  baronet;  but  he  felt  it  neces* 
sarjr  to  make  some  observations 
on  different  parts  of  his  statement. 
He  thought  it  was  impossible  to 
procure  any  satisfactory  informa* 
tion  on  this  subject  from  those 
whom  it  was  now  in  their  power 
to  examine  ;  and  therefore  he  con- 
sidered the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  be  unnecessary.  He  trust- 
ed he  had  said  enough  to  satisfjr 
the  house  that  he  would  himself 
be  ready,  on  some  future  occasion, 
if  the  state  of  Ireland  rendered  it 
necessary,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  this  subject  and  have 
it  thoroughly  investigated.  Having 
stated  this,  he  thought  gentlemen 
had  better  do  thm  duty  towards 
Ireland  by  concurring  with  him  in 
the  measure  before  the  house,  than 
by  throwing  those  obstructions  in 
hie  way  to  which  the  motion  of  the 
honourable  baronet  must  necessarily 
give  rise. 

Colonel   Davies   supported    the 
proposition  for  a  committee.    If  it 


sat  bat  a  week,  na^,  a  sinj^e  day, 
it  would  be  of  service,  since  it 
would  show  that  parliament  took 
some  interest  in  the  state  of  Ire^ 
land.  The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  taken  the  same  course 
as  his  predecessors  had  done.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  which  ex- 
isted for  proposing  such  coercive 
measures,  and  promised  an  inquiry 
at  some  future  day.  The  same 
thing  had  been  done  by  every  chief 
secretary  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
Still,  however,  nothing  of  a  con- 
ciliatory nature  was  attempted. 
He  held  in  his  hand  an  address 
from  the  grand  jury  of  the  county 
of  Cork,  and  their  cry  was  "  force ! 
force!  force  !"  but  not  a  word  was 
said  about  '<  conciliation."  Ire- 
land was  reduced  to  a  most  de- 
plorable state  by  mis-government. 
He  was  convinced,  that  if  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  made  the 
English  peasantry  suffer  one  half 
the  mbery  which  was  inflicted  on 
the  people  of  Ireland,  they  would 
soon  be  converted  from  friends  to 
bitter  fues.  The  law  was  much 
better,  and  more  impartially  ad- 
ministered in  this  country.  Cpuld 
gentlemen  assert,  that  the  laws 
were  administered  in  Ireland  so 
equally  as  they  were  here?  He 
believed  the  contrary  was  the  fact. 
In  Ireland,  the  law  was  often  made 
the  engine  by  which  the  rich  man 
oppressed  and  bore  down  the  poor 
one.  With  respect  to  Catholic 
emancipation,  he  thought  it  should 
be  conceded.  That  question  had 
sometimes  been  brought  on  in  a 
shape  that  did  not  please  him,,  and 
which  was  undoubtedly  contrary  to 
the  feelings  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  of  England.  But  if  it 
were  shown  that  it  was  intended 
merely  to  restore  the  Catholics  to 
their  civil  rights,  without  extend- 
ing 
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ing  their  political  influence,  be  was 
sure  the  people  of  England  had 
too  great  a  regard  for  justice,  and 
too  accurate  a  knowledge  of  their 
own  interest,  to  oppose  such  a  pro- 
position. He  was  convinced  that 
they  would  not  allow  any  anti- 
quated  prejudices  to  interpose  be- 
tween them  and  the  principles  of 
justice.  Let  gentlemen  calmly 
consider  the  importance  of  Ireland 
to  this  country,  and  they  would  at 
once  see  the  necessity  of  folly  in- 
vestigating this  subject.  While 
the  present  system  continued,  and 
this  country  remained  at  peace 
with  Europe,  there  would  be  con- 
stant outrage,  disturbance,  and  re- 
bellion in  Ireland.  And  if,  in  fui^ 
therance  of  their  despotic  project, 
the  Holy  Alliance  thought  proper 
to  declare  war  against  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  frrst  point  of  attack  would 
be  Ireland.  Every  effort  ought 
therefore  to  be  made,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  conciliating  and  uniting  the 
population  of  that  country. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  would  not  apolo- 
gize for  addressing  the  house  on 
this  occasion,  because  it  was  the 
duty,  and  the  bounden  duty,  of 
English  members,  at  this  moment, 
to  attei\d  to  tbe  affairs  of  Ireland. 
He  had  heard  with  some  astonish- 
ment the  speech  of  tbe  right  ho- 
nourable secretary,  and  he  would 
ask  his  honourable  friends  around 
him,  whether  they  had  not  on  for- 
mer occasions  heard  speeches  of 
precisely  the  same  nature  and  cha- 
racter? There  was  not  any  dif- 
ference in  the  speech  of  the  right 
honourable  secretary,  as  compared 
with  those  which  had  been  de- 
livered by  his  predecessors,  except 
a  slight  allusion  to  the  present  mo- 
tion for  a  committee.  The  usual 
topics  introduced,  and  the  usual 
practice  of  government  not  to  con- 


sent to  anyinqairy  was  pertina- 
ciously adhered  to.  Many  motions 
for  inquiry  had  been  submitted  to 
the  house ;  some  of  them  sapported 
by  men  of  as  much  talent  and  in- 
tegrity as  ever  sat  in  parliament ; 
but  nothing  in  the  way  of  inquiry 
was  ever  conceded,  if  he  except^ 
that  small  portion  which,  be  was 
happy  to  say,  was  taken  up  on 
Friday  evening  last.  How  stood 
the  affairs  of  Ireland — and  what 
subjects  presented  diemselves  for 
inquiry  ?  He  would  begin  with  the 
subject  of  finance.  Why  should 
the  people  of  this  country  pay 
2,000,000£.  a-year  for  Ireland? 
Had  it  been  fairly  and  clearly  ex- 
plained to  the  house  why  she  could 
not  pay  her  own  quota?  He  knew 
the  reason,  and  it  ought  to  be  ge- 
nerally known.  He  thought  it 
right  to  show  the  people]  of  this 
country,  that  they  were  not  taxed 
for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  but  to 
suppoit  a  system  of  extravagance. 
Was  it  not  proper  that  this  should 
be  inquired  into?  Again,  with  re- 
spect to  the  administration  of  the 
laws  of  Ireland.  He  could  produce 
evidence  to  show,  that  thelawswere 
violated  in  Ireland — shamefully, 
scandalously,  and  openly  violated. 
Persons,  not  in  the  rank  of  gentle- 
men/but  removed  a  little  above  the 
common  rank  of  hife,  had  it  in  their 
power,  such  was  the  mal-adrainis- 
tration  of  the  law,  to  prevent  their 
being  arrested  for  20f.  If  the 
right  honourable  secretary  and  the 
house  were  not  acquainted  with 
these  facts,  it  was  fit  that  they 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  in- 
quiry. He  demanded  whether 
there  could  be  any  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  ?  Did  not 
they  constantly  hear  every  person 
who  spoke  of  Ireland  exclaim, 
*•  Whai  is  to  become  of  that  coon- 
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tiyt  What  stops  are  the  govann 
ment  to  take  to  remedy  these 
arils?"  As  the  right  honoorabie 
aecreter;  had  touched  oa  the  trsa^ 
of  Limerick,  he  (Mr  Smith)  would 
state,  that  in  fats  opinion,  and  he 
held  that  opinion  for  many  years, 
the  vidation  of  that  treaty  was  the 
basis  of  infinite  mischief  to  Ireland. 
He  woald  ask  why  the  Catholic 
question  was  not  brought  forward 
properly  ?  The  disabilities  under 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  la- 
boored  were  the  source  of  great 
irritation  in  Ireland ;  and  the 
gentlemen  opposite  need  not  hope 
for  peace  in  that  coantry,  until 
the  question  was  set  at  rest.  It 
was  surely  a  fit  subject  for  in* 
qnhry,  whether  Ireland  was  to  be 
governed  by  the  bayonet  or  by 
the  law.  With  respect  to  the 
question  of  education,  he  had 
given  much  attention  ju>  it,  and 
be  had,  wit£  consideirable  pains, 
procured  some  information  respect- 
ing it  A  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Peel)  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
stated,  in  very  elegant  language» 
what  was  intended  to  be  done. 
Now,  he  had  learned  with  regret 
that  those  efforts  were  confined  to 
a  very  small  body ;  and  he  could 
not  discover  that  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  had  been  assisted.  On  the 
c«mtrary,he  believed  that,- with  re- 
ference to  education,  little  or  no- 
thing had  been  done  for  tlfcm. 
This  ought  also  to  be  inquired  into. 
There  were,  indeed,  so  many  points 
of  interest  which  demanded  investi- 
gation, that  he  wondered  how  go- 
vernment could  dare  to  refuse  the 
inquiry  called  for.  Hopes  bad,  on 
various  occasions,  been  held  out  by 
tike  gentlemen  opposite,  that  an 
investigation  should  be  set  on  foot, 
but  no  sort  of  benefit  resulted  from 
l^ir  promises.    Year  after  year, 


iasorrection,  murder,  robbery,  out- 
rage, and  ooofosion,  prevailed  in 
that  country,  and  nothing  effectual 
was  done  to  put  an  end  to  this  dis- 
graceful state  of  things.  Ever 
since  ha  recolleeted  any  thing  about 
Ireland,  this  had  been  the  case; 
and  now,  in  the  year  ISlSd,  after 
this  long  and  most  painful  expe- 
rience^  they  were  told  that  this 
was  not  the  time  to  probe  to  the 
bottom  the  cause  of  those  miseries 
and  horrors.  They  were  requested 
to  trust  entirely  to  government— 
they  were  informed  that  an  inquiry 
was  perfectly  unnecessary— that 
the  session  of  Parliament  was 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  therefore  that 
it  would  be  useless  to  proceed  with 
an  investigation.  He  firmly  be- 
lieved, that  unless  a  change  took 
place  on  the  other  side  of  the 
house,  and  a  little  more  attention 
was  paid  by  that  (the  opposition) 
side,  they  would  go  on  in  the  course 
they  had  so  long  pursued,  until  a 
moment  would  arrive  when  inquiry 
would  be  wholly  out  of  thdr 
power.  On  these  grounds  he  should 
support  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
baronet 

Mr,  Robertson  considered  that 
much  of  the  misery  and  discontent 
which  was  felt  by  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  Ireland  arose 
from  the  immense  difference  in 
number,  which  existed  between 
them  and  that  portion  of  the  popu- 
lation which  was  favoured  by  the 
state.  It  was  not  consistent  with 
human  nature,  that  6,000,000  of 
people  should  sit  down  quietly  under 
disqualifications,  while  600,000  of 
their  fellow-countrymen  were  raided 
above  them  by  the  enjoyment  of 
rights  and  privileges  to  which  they 
conceived  themselves  to  be  equally 
entitled.  They  had  reduced  the 
Catholics  to  a  state  of  slavery  worse 
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than  the  Helots  of  ancient  timesy 
and  then  they  pretended  to  wonder 
at  their  discontent :  thej  had  op- 
pressed them,  and  spread  dissen- 
sion throagh  every  family  in  the 
kingdom,  and  yet  they  asked,  why 
were  not  the  people  of  Ireland 
peaceable  and  contented  ?  Besides, 
in  what  way  had  they  relaxed  the 
odious  peiml  code?  Never  but 
in  periods  of  distress,  when  the 
«nemy  were  on  their  coasts :  when 
the  French  and  Spanish  navy  rode 
triumphant  in  the  channel  —  an 
Qminous  occurrence  not  impossible 
to  recur  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world'^^md  when  the  government 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  arm 
that  people,  in  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom,  whom  they  had  previously 
degraded  and  oppressed.  It  was 
fear,  not  policy,  which  influenced 
the  conduct  of  the  government; 
for  Mr.  Fitzgerald  had  shortly  be- 
fore in  vain  tried  to  introduce  a  bill 
into  the  Irish  parliament  to  enable 
Catholics  to  hold  61  yearn'  leases 
of  real  property,  which  an  unfeeling 
government  had  rej^ted,  although 
in  the  moment  of  danger  which  fol- 
lowed they  extended  to  them  leases 
of  999  years.  How  were  the  people 
of  any  nation  to  be  grateful,  either 
ibr  such  roisgovemment,  or  for 
concessions  so  wrung  from  the 
hand  of  power  ?  Again  and  again 
he  would  say,  that  for  Ireland 
there  could  be  no  peace  without 
concession  upon  a  broad  and  liberal 
scale.  No  petty  concession  would 
do  —  nothing  less  than  a  general 
and  perfect  equality  of  privilege 
could  ensure  the  tranquillity  of 
that  unhappy  country.  It  was 
said  that  Ireland  would  improve 
by  the  introduction  of  capital  to 
assist  her  population.  He  was 
aware  that  British  capital  was 
largely  embarked  in  the  concerns 


•of  other  and  nnstdild  governments ; 
but  who  could  expect  to  procure 
capital  for  Ireland. until  something 
like  order  and  tilmquillity  reigned 
there  ?  It  was  said  that  the  <Sflrn- 
sion  of  education  would  do  a  great 
deal  for  Ireland ;  he  was  the  advo- 
cate for  general  education ;  but  let 
them  bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of 
teaching  those  whom  they  educated, 
that  their  condition  was  fairly  at^ 
tended  to.  What  would  be  the 
effect  of  diffusing  education  through- 
out Ireland  in  the  present  oppressed 
and  degraded  state  of  the  great 
bulk  of  her  population  ?  Why,  it 
would  be  this— that  an  educaied 
people  would  instantly  break  the 
chains  which  galled  them.  Did 
England  imagine  she  could,  in  such 
an  event,  govern  Ireland  by  the 
bayonet  ?  No ;  there  was  but  one 
policy  to  be  tried,  and  that  was — 
conciliation.  He  did  not  mean 
that  they  should  at  once  break 
down  that  mound  of  impolitic  and 
unjust  legislation  which  for  centuries 
they  had  been  erecting  to  obsciice 
and  barbarize  the  human  .  mind-; 
but  let  them  at  once  avow  that 
they  meant  to  do  so,  with  all  pru- 
dent and  reasonable  despatch,  and 
then  it  was  in  human  nature  that 
the  people  would  be  satisfied.  Much 
stress  was  laid  upon  middle-men 
and  ^J>sentee8 ;  and  it  was  natural 
enough  that  the  people  should  look 
with  jealousy  upcm  those  who  op- 
pressed them,  and  that  they  in 
their  turn  should  feel  distrust  at 
being  surrounded  by  enemies.  Time 
and  better  treatment  would  wear 
away  this  mutual  jarring.  Let  the 
Catholic  and  the  Protestant  be 
placed  upon  one  Acting,  as  they 
were  in  Switzerland,  Prussia,  and 
other  states,  and  good  feelings  would 
pervade  the  commuiuty;  it  was 
these  odious  distinctions  which  bred 
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QHituat  adimoiity  anosg  Mcto.  It 
was  a  broad  principle  of  iegialation, 
that  obedience  to  the  laws  implied 
protection  from  them*  Were  the 
Catholics  protected  by  the  lawsf 
Begin  then,  at  last,  a  new  principle 
of  legislation  more  befitting  an  en- 
lightened cottQtry  to  a  suffering 
people,  and  put  an  end  to  this 
source  -of  distraction  by  repealing 
all  the  obnoxious  statutes  which  fed 
the  9ame  of  civil  discord.  Let  the 
priests  of  the  Catholics  receive  a 
stipend  from  the  government — let 
not  all  the  tithes  be  paid  to  the 
clergy  of  500,000  people — the  po- 
pulation of  Protestauts  to  Catholics 
was  at  one  time  as  one  to  three,  it 
was  now  as  one  to  six ;  what  bet- 
ter commentary  could  they  have 
upon  the  inefficiency  of  this  cum- 
brous church  establishment  upon  a 
Catholic  population  ?  Let  the  Pro- 
teataut  pastor  enter,  as  the  Catho- 
lic priest  did,  into  the  smoky  and 
miserable  hut  of  the  peasant,  and 
then  he  could  claim  some  share  of 
the  influence  over  his  flock,  now 
exclusively  enjoyed  by  the  latter. 
He  cooMciuded  by  entreatiug  the 
Eoglish  members  to  attend  to  this 
question,  and  by  declaring  his  cor- 
dial support  of  the  amendment; 
ior  inquiry  with  a  view  to  conces- 
sion, and  not  the  terrorsof  an  insur- 
rection act,  so  oft«n  tried  iu  vain, 
was  the  only  way  of  securing  ulti- 
mate tranquillity  fur  Ireland. 

Mr.  C.N.  Hutchimim,  MnBankes, 
Mr.  R.  Martiiit  Mr.  S.  Rice^  and 
Sir  J.  Newport  next  spoke. 

Mr.  Peel  recalled  the  attention 
of  the  house  to  the  ongiual  proposi- 
tion brought  before  them.  Now, 
he  had  beard  nobody  contend,  (in- 
deed no  one  seemed  to  dispute  the 
point,)  that  the  passing  of  the  in- 
surrection act  was  not»  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  a  measure  of 
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wisdom:  The  obfectioii  eeeined  to 
be-  to  the  principle  of  such  an  act, 
as  a  necessary  part  of  the  legislation 
of  Ireland.  But  who  had  said  that 
the- insurrection  act  was  any  other 
than-  a  strictly  temporary  measure  ? 
It  was  brought  forward  as  being 
necessary  at  the  present  emergency, 
not  as  a  measure  in  itself  proper  for 
the  general  government  of  Ireland. 
Had  the  right  hdn.  bart.,  on  the 
other  hand,  domed  that  that  neces- 
sity existed  at  this  moment,  be 
(Mr.  Peel)  could  easily  have  com- 
prehended that  he  might  have  good 
groutxl  for  the  committee  which  he 
had  pn>posed.  But  be  would  ask 
the  house,  whether  it  was  possible, 
at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  go 
into;  a  committee,  such  as  was 
called  for  by  the  right  honourable 
baronet  and  the  member  for  Mid- 
hurst;  the  objects  of  which  would 
be  of  no  less  magnitude  and- import- 
ance, than  the  present  condidon  of 
Ireland,  and  theefiiectsof  the  Union 
.*— the  enforcement  of  the  laws  in 
.  that  country — and  the  state  of  edu- 
cation there  I  Were  these  sul^tp, 
,  into  an  investigation  of  which  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  enter 
on  the  24th  of  June,  1823,  if  they 
proposed  to  complete  their  inqui- 
ries within  the  session  ?  Could 
such  inquiries  occupy  them  at  the 
least  less  than  three  months  ?  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  then 
adverted  to  the  speeches  of  the  ho- 
nourable members  for  Cork  and 
Grampound,.  and  observed,  that 
last  session  the  three  priiici|)al  to- 
pics pressed  upon  the  government 
at  every  discussion  of  an  Irish  ques- 
tion, were  excessive  taxation,  illicit 
distillation,  and  tithes,  the  three 
paramount  ills  of  Ireland.  JPor 
every  one  of  these  ills,  government 
had  tbis  session  brought  forward  a 
remedy.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Z  Exchequer 
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ExelMqder  had  remitted  the  Irish 
ASMssed  taxes,  as  he  might  6aj> 
entirely.  To  prevent  illicit  dieltU 
lation,  he  had  also  made  a  very 
Considerable  sacrifice"  of  reveniie, 
hoping  by  so  doing  to  confer  a 
teai  happiness  on  Ireland^  how- 
^'^er  costly  the  experiment  might 
be  to  the  funds  of  the  empire ;  and 
ht  the  amelioration  of  the  tithe 
eyatem,  a  bill  had  been  very  re- 
cently nnder  their  discussion.  No- 
thing was  now  said  of  what  the 
govemraent  had  done  in  these  re- 
epects ;  but  new  evils  were  brought 
forward  as  the  first,  and  chiefest, 
and  those  which ,  above  all  others, 
and  before  others,  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. With  honourable  gentle* 
men  on  the  other  side  the  old  Latin 
'preverb  of  **extinchu  amabik/* 
seemed  to  be  reversed ;  for  all  p&st 
measures  were  forgotten,  almost  as 
soon  as  bom,  and  all  expectations 
were  lavished  on  those  which  were 
•yet  to  coine.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
•concluded  by  expressing  his  de- 
termination to  oppose  the  amend- 
ment. 

Aftfr  a  few  words  from  Mr* 
Denman  and  Mr.  W.  Smithy 

Sir  H.  Pamell,  after  all  that 
bad  been  said  on  this  subject,  re- 
mained so  folly  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  an  inquiry  such  as  he 
proposed,  th^t  he  should  take  the 
sense  of  the  house  upon  his  amend- 
ment. The  house  then  divided : 
For  the  amendment,  S9— For  the 
second  reading,  88 — Majority,  49. 
The  reciprocity  duties  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brogden  brought  np  the  re* 
jK>rts  of  the  committees  of  ways 
and  means  and  lupply,  which  were 
agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  a 


few  resoliitioM  of  the  latter,  tihe 
consideration  of  which  was  deforrsd 
till  to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Lnrd  Nugetdy 
the  oflSces  bill  went  through  a 
committee.  The  report  was  then 
received,  and  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  further  consideration  on  Thurs- 
day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad* 
joumed. 

House  of  Lordif  June  25. — Mr. 
Brogden^  accompanied  by  other 
members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, broQght  up  the  C6ort  of 
Chancery  (Ireland)  bit),  which  wai 
afterwards  read  a  first  time^  and 
the  Irish  grand  jory  piesentment 
bill,  with  their  lordshijpe*  amend* 
ments,  agreed  to. 

A  person  from  the  Court  of 
6reat  Sessions  in  Wales  presented 
a  return  from  the  Carmarthen  €in> 
cuit ;  and  a  person  from  the  Trea- 
sury presented  the  supplement  to 
the  fiifth  report  of  the  Comtnie- 
ners  of  Inquiiv  in  Ireland. 
The  Earl  of  Skqftetbury  fn^ 
sented  a  second  report  of  the  com* 
mittee  relottve  to  the  appellate  ja-  * 
risdiction  of  the  Iloase  of  Lords, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  commercial  credit  bill  (Ire- 
land) went  through  a  conunittee, 
and  was  reported  without  amend- 
ments. — ^Adjourned. 

.  Houee  of  Commons^  June  25. — 
The  report  of  the  Scotch  jary4>ill 
was  agreed  to.  The  bill  itself  was 
orderedto  be  read  a  third  time  to* 
morrow. 

-  The  lott«y  bill  and  the  Excfae- 
quer  bills'  bill  were  read  a  first 
time»  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  se* 
cond  time  to-morrow. 

The  ill-treatmentof cattle  amend* 
ment  biU  was  read  a  second  time, 

and 
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and'  ordered  to  be  committed  on        Iii  moving  that   it   sbould   be 
Monday  rtext.  printed,    Mr.  Brougham  declared 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant  bis  intention  of  moving  to-morrow, 
OtulmDf  the  report  of  the  usury  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
lawa'  repeal  bill  was   agreed  to,    standing  committee  upon  courts  of 

and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  jastice. 
a  third  time  on  Friday.  Petitions   were   also   presented 

Mr.  Brougham  said  that  he  held  against  slavery — ^the  combination 

in  his  hand  a  petition  signed  by  laws— -from  Mr. Haydon  the  histori- 

MOO  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  cal  painter,  who  was  confined  in  the 

which  complained  of  the  general  King's  Bench,  complaining  of  in- 

oppression  in  which  that  class  of  j^ry  he  sustained  in  devoting  him* 

his    Majesty's  subjects  to  which  self  to  the  study  of  historical  paint- 

the|7   belonged  were  holden,  not  ing,  and  praying  Parliament  to  take 

only  by  the  inequality  of  the  laws  ^^e  cause  of  artists  generally  into 

as  far  as  regarded  them,  but  also  by  their    consideration— -against   any 

the  unequal  administration  of  the  alteration  in  the  laws  relating  to 

laws  as  they  at  present  existed,  the  export  of  wool — against  the 

That  complaint,    though   it   was  Irish  Union  duties  upon  goods  iin« 

stated  with  no  less  accuracy  than  ported  in  an  unfinished  state.- 
force  of   language,  contained  no-        Mr.  Hume^  after  referring  to  the 

ihing  in  it  that  was  in  the  slight-  etate  of  parties  in  Ireland,  by  which 

est    degree    disrespectful    to    the  he  said  patronage  was  refused  to 

house.     As  he  intended  to  ground  the  Catholic,  and  that  the  public 

a  ]yroceeding  upon  this  petition,  it  offices  contained  the  following  proi 

was  unnecessary  for  him  to  state  portions  :-«- 

any  thing  ftirther  regarding  its  con-  x„  ihePo.t^ffi« ^SnT...?^^' 

tents,  than  that  the  foundation  of  g?iti£!i'S^^ptJng::::^^^ 

tliem     was,   first,     the    mequallty,  commissioners  of  the 

and,  secondly,  the  unequal  adminis-  coMiwiiJUrt  oVwidi  ""  ** ^ 

trfttion  of  the  laws,  as  respected  TS!SofTh;^i'iii;;d\v;.>t;:::::::;i? 

Roman  Catholics.     Hethooghtit  ®?J*en'*IGS3*°* **"'***      n  % 

as  well    to  state,   before  he  sat  commisaionenoVsuBips'/.'.'.  «j'.'.I!Ii'.'.'.I  < 

down,  that  the  petition  was  signed  SSSSf  KiUjMfcich'.!!.";  %':'.\\\\\V.  o 

by  many  of  the  most  respectable  ^^,{oner^oriim6^'-'^ '* 

Cathdic    inhabitants  of    Dublin,  ^^it»v: vx «* ^ 

j^i^i*.  ijt  •  \  CommiMionf  rs  of  Co*. 

and  that  it  would  have  been  signed      toma no si 

by  as  many  thousands  as  it  now  co»'»i*»i««"ofE»ci-....«& ..(5 

had  hundreds,  had  not  the  peti-  adverted  to  the  expense  of  the 
tion^iB  thought  it  necessary  to  send  establishment  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
it  with  all  speed  to  London,  in  nant,  the  whole  of  whose  duties  he 
order  that  it  might  be  in  his  hands  thought  might  as  well  be  managed 
before  the  day  on  which  he  had  by  the  home  department  in  Lon- 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  don :  he  therefore  moved  an  ad- 
make  a  motion  regarding  the  pre-  dress  to  his  Majesty,  praying  for 
sent  state  of  Ireland.  die  appointment  of  a  commission 
The  petition  was  then  brought  to  inquire  whether  the  Government 
up  and  laid  upon  the  table.  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  continued  in 

s  «  "its 
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its  present  fornix  or  whether  the 
Lord  Lieuteoapt  and  the  officers 
forming  his  establishment  might 
not  henceforward  be  dispensed 
with. 

Mr,  Rkardo  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. ( 

It  was  also  supported  by  Sir  H. 
Pamell. 

It  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Canmnsy 
Jf r.  Pee/,  Mr.  Goulbum,  Mr.  C. 
N.  DawsoHf  and  others,  and  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

Sir  J,  Newport  rose  to  submit  to 
the  house  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  relating  to  the 
accounts  of.  diocesan  and  parish 
schools  in  Ireland,  and  the  reports 
of  the  commissioners  of  education 
there,  with  the  view  of  more  de- 
tailed inquiry  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  session  into 
the  means  of  imparting  most  effi- 
caciously to  the  whole  body  of  the 
people,  without  rehgious  distinc- 
tion, its  essential  benefits,  and  ren- 
dering the  funds  available  which 
were  destined  for  that  great  na- 
tional object.  His  object,  he  ob- 
served, was  to  pledge  Parliament 
that  they  would,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod next  year,  enter  into  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  this  interesting  ques- 
tion, in  order  that  they  might 
deliberately  consider  what  had  been 
done  for  the  general  education  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.  Many  years 
ago,  education  was  looked  upon  as 
the  only  effectual  cure  for  the  evils 
by  which  Ireland  was  borne  down. 
In  1787  the  subject  was  deeply 
considered,  and  a  plan  of  general 
education  was  about  to  be  set  on 
foot:  but  tbe  death  of  the  duke 
of  Rutland  prevented  the  project 
from  being  carried  into  effect.  In 
March  1788,  a  bill  was  brought  in, 
appointing  commissioners  to  inquire 
into  the  disposition  of  all  revenues 


which  had  been  intended  for  chari- 
table institutions.  The  commis- 
sioners discovered  that  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulster,  the  public  grants 
which  were  voted  for  the  support 
of  the  Protestant  free  schools  had 
been  diverted  from  that  object. 
The  commissioners  under  that  act 
of  Parliament,  which  is  continued 
by  a  subsequent  act  down  to  June 
1796,  detected  numerous  abuses 
of  the  grossest  nature :  they  found 
that  in  many  instances  tbe  money 
which  should  have  been  devoted  to 
the  education  of  the  people,  had 
made  its  way  into  the  pockets  of 
private  individuals.  In  1796,  it 
being  discovered  that  persons  of 
weight  and  consideration  had  parti- 
cipated in  those  abuses,  the  act  was 
suffered  to  expire,  and  no  report 
was  made  to  Parliament.  In  1 806 
a  Magistrate's  book,  containing  a 
statement  of  the  conduct  of  those 
who  had  abused  the  fund  of  certain 
charities,  happened  to  fall  into  his 
(Sir  J.  Newport's)  hands,  which  he 
immediately  communicated  to  the 
then  Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  and  also  to  an  old  friend 
of  his,  who  was  then  in  office. 
With  tbeir  assent  and  approbation 
he  subsequently  brought  forward  a 
motion  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners of  education,  who  were 
nominated  under  the  act  of  the 
46th  of  the  late  King.  In  conse- 
quence of  their  representations,  b^ 
neficial  measures  were  adopted 
with  respect  both  to  royal  and  pri- 
vate scholastic  foundations,  and 
they  afterwards  entered  on  the  sub- 
ject of  parochial  schools.  These 
schools  were  ordered  to  be  founded 
in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.,  im- 
mediately after  the  reformation. 
It  was  then  enacted  that  every  pa- 
rochial clergyman,  on  entering  on 
his  benefice,  should  contract  a  so- 
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ktnn  engagement  to  keep  or  cause 
to  be  kept  a  school  for  teaching  iVk 
English  language.  Annexed  to 
these  schools  were  to  be  various 
lands,  the  profits  of  which  were  to 
be  applied  to  the  extension  of  the 
benefits  of  education  to  the  people 
in  general.  At  a  very  early  period 
the  anxiety  of  the  people  for  those 
benefits  was  very  remarkable.  The 
right  honourable  baronet  then  al- 
luded to  the  establishment  of  dio* 
cesan  schools  in  Ireland,  as  pro- 
jected by  a  statute  passed  the  10th 
of  July,  1813,  in  conformity  with 
the  report  of  some  commissioners 
who  had  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  all  matters  connected  with 
this  subject.  To  show  how  little 
the  original  project  had  been  pur- 
sued, and  to  prove  how  necessary 
inquiry  into  the  matter  was,  he 
would  refer  the  house  to  the  re- 
turns of  diocesan  schools  lately  laid 
before  them.  From  the  dioceses 
of  Killaloe,  Meath,  and  others, 
and  the  archbishoprics  of  Armagh 
and  Tuam,  no  return  at  all  had 
been  forwarded.  These  returns, 
however,  were,  in  feet,  almost  en- 
tirely unintelligible.  In  the  Arch- 
bishopric of  Tuam,  where  there 
were  twenty-four  benefices,  only 
six  had  schools;  and  of  these,  three 
were  entirely  supported  by  the 
clergy.  In  the  diocess  of  Cloyne, 
fifty-eight  benefices  were  returned, 
and  of  these  only  twenty  had 
schools.  In  an  account  lately  pub- 
lished, it  appeared  that  the  value 
of  the  benefices  in  the  diocess  of 
Cloyne  was  40,000/.  a-year;  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Bates,  in  the  first  vo- 
lume of  his  Parochial  Survey.  In 
the  diocess  of  Elphin  there  was  a 
considerable  number  of  diocesan 
schools ;  but  those  were  maintain- 
ed bv  the  London  Hibernian  so- 


ciety. There  was  one  case,  how- 
ever, in  which  a  Protestant  school 
had  been  kept  up  in  a  manner  so 
disinterested  and  honourable,  that 
the  house  would  willingly  pardon 
him  (Sir  J.  Newport)  if  he  men- 
tioned one  or  two  particulars.  In 
the  parish  of  Archol,  in  the  diocess 
of  Ferns,  a  return  had  been  made 
highly  creditable  to  the  clergyman 
of  the  place,  Mr.  Mahon,  who 
had  built  one  of  two  school-houses 
at  his  sole  and  entire  expense. 
After  entering  into  some  further 
details  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  such  schools,  the  right 
bon.  baronet  concluded  by  stating, 
that  he  thought  the  only  proper 
system  of  education  to  be  pursued 
there,  was  one  which,  by  the  ex- 
clusion of  any  set  formula  or  ca- 
techism, should  induce  the  chil- 
dren of  Roman  Catholic  and  of 
Protestant  parents  indifferently  to 
participate  in  the  advantages  of 
religious  instruction.  The  Bible 
might  there  be  put  in  the  hands  of 
children  with  such  a  commentary 
as  he  (Sir  J.  Newport)  had  lately 
seen,  going  solely  to  elucidate  par- 
ticular passages  requiring  expla- 
nation, but  which  were  explained 
without  any  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  or  that  particular 
dogma  or  tenet.  His  object  was, 
to  extend  to  Ireland,  in  the  best 
and  most  useful  way,  a  system  of 
general  education  for  the  people. 
He  should  therefore  take  the  li- 
berty of  moving  two  resolutions: 

•*  1.  That  this  house,  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  serious  responsi- 
bility imposed  on  Parliament  of 
providing  by  every  proper  means 
for  the  general  instruction  of  the 
people,  will,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  session,  enter  into  an  en- 

?uiry  as  to  the  state  of  education  in 
reland ;  with  a  view  of  extending 

its 
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its-blesBings  to  all  clftSBefe,  without 
feligiouB  distinction  or  preferenc«». 
and  in  such  manner  as  to  make 
available  for  tJbese  purposes  tbe 
funds  that  may  have  been  provided 
either  by  private  benelaotions  or 
public  boudty,  by  private  donors 
or  by  statutory  gift ;  subject  to  no 
other  limitatioti  than  such  as  the 
will  of  tbe  donors,  or  the  wisdom 
of  Parliatneoty  may  have  respec- 
tively suggested* 

.  "2.  That  in  order  to  facilitate 
such  ii^quiry,  returns  be  forthwith 
prepared  and  presented  of  all  the 
diocesan  schools  of  Ireland  (under 
53  Geo.  IIL  c.  107),  their  foun- 
dations, endowments,  &c. ;  also  of 
aJ}  disbursements  made  out  of  such 
fimds  and  endowments,  during  tbe 
last  ten  years ;  and  that  statements 
be  made  out  by  the  commissioners 
qf  education  and  charities  in  Dub- 
lin, of  the  amount  of  all  property 
recovered  to  the  funds  of  such 
schpQlsy  after  having  been  mis- 
applied or  otherwise  diverted/* 

He  added,  that  if  wished  to  name 
any  additional  reason. why  the  ap- 
pointment of  this  committee  of  in- 
quiry, next  session^  would  be  d€^ 
sirable,  he  would  Bay  that  the  last 
report  of  the  commissioners  in 
question  was  very  meagre. 

Mr*  Goulbum  thought  it  was  a 
/oolisb  and  inexpedient  thing  in 
general,  and  particularly  in  the 
present  case,  for  Parliament  to 
enter  into  pledges  in  one  session  as 
to  what  it  would  do  in  another, 
rJe  objected  also  to  this  species  or 
mode  of  parliamentary  interference 
with  the  management  of  the  pa- 
rochial establishments*  As  little 
coctld  he  concur  in  the  proposition 
of  educating  Roman  Catholics  and 
P^qte^tant  children  on  one  ^d  the 
same  system,  without  making  Ihem 
sensible^  as  suggested  by  the  right 


hon.  baronet^  of  the  distinctiomi 
Ifttween  their  respective  creeds. 
While  he  was  opposed  to  the  mo« 
tiouy  he  was  friendly  to  inquiry 
next  session,  and  assured  the  right 
hou.  baronet  that  he  was  very 
willing  to  give  all  the  information 
ou  tbese  matters  that  he  could 
command.  He  did  recommend 
him,  however,  to  withdraw  his  re-^ 
solutions. 

.  Mr,  S.  Rice  contended  that  in- 
quiry, such  as  was  proposed  by  the 
right  bon.  baronet^  was  clearly 
called  for;  and  expressed  hissatift- 
faction  at  the  promise  of  the  right 
hon*  gentleman  (Mr.  Goulbum)  to 
give  every  information  on  theae 
topics  in  bis  power. 
.  Sir  J.  N^mport,  in  explanation^ 
said  he  willingly  withdrew  hk 
resolutions :  his  object,  which  was 
to  ascertain  the  disposition  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  upon 
the  subject,  being  conapletely  ob- 
tained*    . 

Mr.  Peel  having  introduced  a 
bill,  about  parochial  schools,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  bafonet  had 
alluded,  begged  to  say  that  he 
hoped  their  condition  would  focm 
one  of  the  principal  subjects  of  the 
inquiry  of  next  session^  in  whatever 
way  it  might  be  instituted. 

After  a  few  words  from  ilfr.  C* 
Grants  who  g^ve  an  account,  of 
the  first  establishment  and  suWr 
quent  progress  of  the  diocesan 
schools,  the  resolutions  were  with- 
drawn. 

The  labour  of  convicta  bill  waa 
then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
.  On  the  motion  for  r^adiqg'the 
capital  punishments'  repeal  biU| 

Sir  J,  M<Ki9it<»h  rose  Co  propose 
an  amendment.  He  observed  thait 
he  had  taken  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  .his  objection 
to  the  amelioratiou  of  the  eriminal 

laws 
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Urns  pcQpoaed  bj^e  Oovero^ieiil 
this  seasioQi  becauM  he  thought 
that  it  was  inadequate  to  the  pledge 
which  Parliameat  gave  h»t  BeQsioDf 
and  did  not  go  far  enough  to  sa- 
tisfy the  wighes  of  the  pubUc.  The 
object  of  the  amendment  which  he 
intended  to  submit  was  not  to  ef- 
fect a  more  extensive  reformation 
of  the  criminal  laws  than  was  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  but  merely  to 
make  tt^  bill  do  what  it  professed 
to  do  in  its  preamble,  namely»  to 
take  away  the  capital  punishmen 
in  certain  cases  which  w^e  speclt 
tied*  The  house  was  aware  that 
many  bills  had  been  introduced  to 
repeal  the  act  of  ihe  10th  of  Wil- 
liam, which  made  shoplifting  to 
the  amount  of  6«.  a  capital  ofien^e. 
Several  of  those  bills  had  passed 
the  house  of  commons,  but  they 
had  always  been  thrown  out  in  the 
house  of  lords,  except  in  the  last 
instance,  in  1821,  when  the  house 
of  peers  amended  the  bill  by  de* 
dsuing  that  shoplifting,  unlosB  to 
tbe  amount  of  15/.,  should  not  be 
a^  capital  offence.  Since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  act  of  1821,  the  judges 
iiad  held  that  stealing  in  a  shop 
attached  to  a  dwelling  house  to  the 
amount  of  40«.,  was  a  capital  of- 
fence under  the  statute  of  the 
l^xh  of  Anne,  commonly  called 
the  stealing  in  a  dwelling-house 
act»  This  judicial  construction 
coinpletely  defeated  the  intention 
of  the  act  of  1821.  The  object 
of  his  amendment,  therefore,  was 
only  tQ  carry  into  efiect  that  act, 
Fpr  that  purpose  he  moved,  that 
after  the  words  ''  privately  stealing 
goods  or  chattels  in  any  shop, 
warehouse,  coach-house,  or  $ta- 
ble,"  be  added  the  words  '*  al- 
t^oiugh  such  shop,  worehoMse^ 
coach-house,  or  stable^  be  attached 


to,  or  deticbei  fiom  a  dwelUng* 
hiQUQe,'' 

The  Attomt^general  Jelt  him-, 
self  bound  to  oppose  the  amend- 
meut.  The  object  of  the  bill  Usr 
f(|ire  the  house  was  merely  to  carry 
i^jto  eAsa  what  bad  been  proposed 
by  his  honourable  and  learned 
friend  himself-— namely,  ta  repeal 
the  act  of  William,  but  to  leave 
that  of  Anne  untouched.  He  could 
se^  no  reason  why  privately  steel* 
ing  in  a  shop,  which  formed  a 
material  parcel  of  a  dwelling-house, 
should  noi  be  considered  as  great 
a  crime  as  stsaling  in  any  other 
part  of  the  house. 

Mr.  J.  fFUUams  was  of  opinion, 
that  the  intentioa  of  the  act  ef 
1821  would  be  defeated,  unless  hie 
honourable  and  learned  friend's 
amendment  were  carried.  . 

The  SoUcUor-geHeral  opposed 
the  amendment 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  and  Mr.  G. 
Lgmb  supported  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Peel  defended  the  principle 
of  the  bill,  and  contended,  that  in 
it  he  was  pursuing  the  course 
adopted  by  Sir  S.  Romilly  in  the 
measures  which  he  had  introduced 
some  few  years  back* 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
WUbefforce,  Mr.AUermam  Tkomp- ' 
<eft,  and  Mr.  R.  Martim^  in  sup* 
port  of  the  amendoEient,  and  from 
MnW.CourtenayaadMr.Alderman 
Bridges  m  favour  of  the  bill  with*  ' 
out  amendment,  the  house  divided^  / 
when  there   appeared:— *  For   the. 
amendment,  Id^Against  it,  35« 

The  question— *' That  the  bill 
.  do  pass,  **  was  carried  in  the  affirm 
mative.  y 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Peel^  the  ' 
felonies  (benefit  of  clergy)  bill  was  i 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed* 

On    the   motioa  of  Mr*  Peei^  ; 

the 
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tll«.MAtefice  ofdeatAi  billwas^fead 
a  third  time.*— On  the  questioD  thai 
it  do  pafis, 

Sir  J.  Macintosh  said,  he  had 
two  amendments  to  propose  to 
the  bill.  The  bonovrable  and 
learned  gentleman,  after  some  few 
observations,  conchided  by  moving 
an  amendment  of  the  preamble, 
by  leaving  out. certain  words  to 
suit  it  to  the  enacting  claase ;  and 
a  claase  to  give  the  judges  the 
power  to  pronounce  the  punishment 
of  transportation  or  imprisonment 
in  cases  where  they  do  not  think 
it  reasonable  that  the  punishment 
of  death  should  be  inflicted. 

Mr.  R,  Martin  complained  that 
his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
bad  proposed  as  an  amendment 
the  very  words  of  a  clause  which 
he  (Mr.  R.  Martin)  had  intro- 
duced in  his  bill,  and  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
then  opposed. 

The  AUomey^general  opposed 
the  amendment. 

After  a  few  words  fn>m  Mr.  F* 
Buxton^  and  Sir  James  Macintosh^ 
the  amendments  were  put,  and  ne- 
gatived without  a  division.  The 
bill  then  passed. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

.House  of  Lords,  June  26.— 
Mr»  Brogden,  accompanied  by  se- 
veral other  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  broMgbt  up  the  con- 
victs' employment,  felonies'  repeal, 
the.  sentence  of  death,  and  some 
phvate  bills,  which  were  after- 
wards read  the  &ni  time. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  MeboHle, 
the  London-bridge  bill*  was  read 
the  second,  time. 

Lord  Eilenborougk  presented  two 
petitioDi  agaiast  the  biU-^4>ne  from 


the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  bM 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
London,  and  the  other  from  the 
churchwarden  and  inhabitants  of 
St.  Magnus  the  Martyr. 

The  petitions  were  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  presented 
a  petition  from  an  individual 
against  the  Irish  Court  of  Chancery 
bill. 

Ear/  Grosvenor,  adverting  to 
the  returns  for  which  he  had 
moved  on  a  former  occasion  re- 
specting sinecure  offices,  observed, 
that  they  were  very  imperfect,  and 
it  was  therefore  his  intention  to 
move  for  further  returns,  as  it  was 
extremely  desirable  {that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  perfectly  understood 
—of  what  sinecure  offices  there  were 
now  existing,  as  well  as  to  come 
to  some  understanding  upon  those 
offices  which,  if  not  sinecures, 
came  at  least  so  near  to  that  cha- 
racter that  they  appeared  to  come 
within  the  opinion  adopted  by  the 
legislature  an  to  sinecure  offices. 
The  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ment was  undoubtedly  a  sinecure, 
and  two  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  one  of  the  Post-Mas- 
ters General,  ought  certainly  to  be 
abolished.  What  he  wished  «now 
was,  that  the  country  should  know 
whether  there  existed  any  sinecure 
offices  or  not  The  noble  earl  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  a  return  of 
hU  offices  formerly  executed  by  de- 
puty, but  now  by  the  principal, 
and  also  a  return  of  all  offices 
where  salaries  are  paid  and  no  du« 
ties  performed. 

.  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  expressed 
his  readiness  to  give  every  infor- 
mation, but  he  really  did  not 
know  of  the  existence  of  any  offices 
of  the  description  alluded  to  in  tlie 
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km  reqdired  retuniy  and  could  not 
tell  to  what  ofiices  to  apply  for  such 
a  return. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl 
of  LattderdaUf  the  first  return  was 
ordered,  but  the  motion  for  the 
latter  return  was  negatived. 

Lord  King  presented  a  petition 
ffx>m  Richard  Gajthorne  Butt, 
complaining  of  oppressive  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  Board. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  in  rising 
to  move  the  order  of  the  day  for 
taking  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  appellate 
jurisdiction,  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  proceed  further  than  to 
bring  in  a  bill  which  had  been  pre* 
pared,  founded  on  the  report  of  the 
committee,  and  also  to  propose 
certain  standing  orders,  which 
might  be  read  the  first  time,  be 
printed,  and  then  stand  ov^r  for 
further  consideration.  After  de- 
tailing the  present  number  of  ap- 
peals before  the  house — being  an- 
nually from  England,  the  average 
of  Bv9;  from  Ireland,  eight  or 
nine ;  and  from  Scotland  forty — his 
lordship  observed  that  the  Scotch 
appeals  were  the  cause  of  all  the 
arrears,  and  that  upon  these  Scotch 
appeals  English  noblemen  were 
called  to  decide,  who  were  gene- 
rally ignorant  of  Scottish  law. 
His  lordship  was  therefore  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  attendance  of  the 
Scottiah  peers  should  be  compelled 
upon  those  occasions. 

Tbp  Earl  of  Carnarvon  opposed 
the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  RoMfyn  support- 
ed it. 

After  a  few  words  in  explana- 
tion from  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon^  in 
which  he  said  he  would  have  no 
otgection    to   the    attendance    on 


Scotch  appeak  being  mad6  com- 
pulsory on  the  sixteen  Scotch  peers, 
who  must  be  presumed  to  know  the 
Scotch  law  ;  the  bill  was  read  a 
first  time,  and  the  second  reading 
fixed  for  Monday. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  their  lord- 
ships adjourned. 

Hou9e  of  CamnumSj  June  ftS, — 
Colonel  Wood  presented  petition^ 
against  slavery  from  the  parisbc^s 
of  Crickhowell  and  Llangattock. — 
Ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  went  into  a  commit- 
tee on  the  settlement  of  the  poor 
bill.  The  report  was  brought  up, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  this  day  three  months. 
The  bill,  with  its  amendments,  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  HerrieSt 
the  lotteries'  bill,  the  equalization 
of  duties'  bill,  and  the  exchequer 
bills'  bill,  were  read  a  second  time. 
The  -  two  first  were  ordered  to  be 
comnutted  to-morrow,  and  the  last 
On  Monday  next. 

The  Holyhead  and  Howth  har- 
bours' bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Sir  G.  Noel  gave  noUce,  that 
he  should  to-morrow  present  a  pe- 
tition from  her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  Olive  of  Cumberland,' 
praying  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of 
that  house  by  ber  counsel  or  agent, ' 
in  support  of  her  Royal  Highness's 
title. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  - 
gave  notice,  that  he  should  to-mor- 
row, in  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  move  a  resolution  regard- 
ing the  sum  of  money  received' 
from  the  East  India  CtNnpany  on 
account  of  the  half-pay  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  troops  in  their  service ;  and 
that  on  Wednesday  next  he  should ' 
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enter  u^ofk  tbQ  ree^j^tul^tioQ  pf 
what  had  b^etn  done  reftpectifig  lh<9 
fiDances  in  the  committee  oh  the 
appropriation  act.    • 

Mr.  firougham  preaented.  a  peti* 
tion,  which  had  bMH  sent  to  hiin 
from  Ireland,  by  ai»  individual  of 
the  name  of  George  Row^,  of 
whom  he  had  no  Jknowkdge,  nor. 
of.the^ctl  which  he  stated  id  his 
petition.  He  had  a  painful  duty 
to  perform  in  presenting  this  peti- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  reflected  upon 
the  conduct  and  character. of  a 
number  of  the  house*  He  should 
therefore  do  nothing  more  than 
move  that  this  petition  be  brought 
up  imnoediately. 

The  petition  was  accordingly 
brought  up,  and  read  at  length ; 
the  substance  of  it  was  as  follows : 
It  stated  that  the  petiti<Mier  had 
been  dismissed  from  a  situatiod 
wb^h  he  held  in  the  excise  by 
means  of  a  consjuracy  which  bad 
been  forayed  againalihim  by  W.  M. 
Twisa  and  othersr-that  W.  M. 
Twiss  had  been  appointed  to  the 
aituatiOB  which  the  petitioner  had 
fiUed,  by  the  interest  of  Colonel 
Crosbie,  his  father-in- law— that  in 
conseqaefice  of  Aom0  dlrfaleaiion  in 
his  accounts^  W«  Nh  Twiss  had 
been  dismissed  from  it^  and  that  he 
had  recently,  been  reappointed  t6 
it,  though  he  was  confined  at  the 
tjme  for  debt  in  the  Marsbalsea 
prison  at  Dublin,  and  was  seeking 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  debtors' 
act.  It  acclised  Colonel  Crosbie 
of  having  tajLeli  a  bribe  of  1000^ 
to  secure  this  appointment  to  Mr. 
Twiss,  and  also  charged  him  with 
receiving,  on  several  distinct  occa- 
sions^  money  for  the  patronage 
which  he  had  in  his  disposal* 

On  the  motion  that  this  petition 
b^  kid  on  the  (able. 


Qd^Cro$bik  said  tli^itwae  tmst 
that  Mr,  Twiss,  who  was  his  sodi- 
in-law,  had  obtained  through  lus 
inj;erest  the.appointment  of  collec- 
tor of  the  excise,  but  that  it  was 
false  that  he  ha4  received  for  it  any 
sum  of  ropney  .  whatever*  He 
likewise  denied,  in  the  most  po- 
sitive, and^  unqualified  manner,  that 
he  had  ever  received  a  faithing 
for  the  situation  to  which  he  had 
got  his  nephew,  Mr.  Bate  man,  ap- 
pointed. He  could  only  say  that 
the  chargee  which  the  petitiooor 
had  brought  against  him  were 
false  and  unfounded,  and  that  he 
should  adopt  every  means  in  bis 
power  to  compel  him  to  ooake  ro» 
dress  for  bringing  them  so  publicly 
forward. 

Mr.  Crolcer  said,  that  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  he  could  corroborate 
the  statement  of  the  hooouralde 
gentleoHm  who  had  just  sat  down* 
Mr.  Twiss,  with  whom  be  had  her 
come  acquainted  whilst  going  tjbft 
circuit  in  Ireland^  had  receotily 
called  upon  him,  and  had  applied 
ibr  his  good  offices  in.  reooveiing. 
the  situation  from  which  .be  bad 
been  removed*  .  He .  had  told.  Mr. 
Twiss,  that  he  would  noake  thOiJr^ 
quisite  inquiries  in  Ireland,  and  if 
the  answer. was  satisfactory,  Woidd. 
employ  what  interest  he  had  id  his. 
behalf.  He  had  made' those. in- 
quiries— the  retralt  of  them  had 
been  satiafactoryrranc)  the  conae- 
qnence  was,  that  Mr..  Twies  was 
re-appointed  to  hia  skuation.  Mr. 
Twiss  brought. him  no  recommen- 
dation from  Colonel  Crosbie,  dor,. 
indeed,  from  any  other  person.  He 
thought  it  right  to  add,  that  he  .hsd. 
never  had  the  slighti^  cpneonini- 
cation  with Colond  Crqshie.on  this: 
subject. 

Mr.  C.  W.  W^nm  asked,  wiir 
ther 
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llier  it  \va8  right  that  a  petition 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  which 
charged  a  member  of  the  hoiXBO 
with  an  offence  for  which  he  was 
indictable  in  a  court  of  law.  If 
such  ^  petition  were  suffered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  the  house  must,  for 
its  own  credit,  as  well  as  for  that 
of  the  honourable  member  accused, 
enter  into  an  investigation  of  the 
charges  it  contained.  As  the  or- 
dinary tribunals  of  the  country 
were  competent  to  entertain  the 
accusations  of  the  petitioner,  he 
thought  that  there  was  no  occasion 
for  the  house  to  take  them  up. 
He  therefore  suggested  to  his  h.on. 
and  learned  friend  to  withdraw  the 
petition* 

Mr.  Brougham  consented  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  right  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  especially  as 
the  petitioner  would  have  an  oppor- 
toAiiy  of  presenting  a  similar  pe- 
tition )n  the  next  session,  if  he 
thought  fit.  Should  the  petitioner 
determine  to  present  this  petition 
a  second  time,  he  would  do  it  with 
the  foreknowledge  that  he  would 
incur  a  great  responsibility  if  it 
were  found  to  be  groundless,  and 
that .  he  would  be  liable  to  severe 
pMnishment  for  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege in  accusing  a  member  of  par- 
liament of  a  scandalous  misde- 
meanour, without  having  any 
grounds  on  which  to  substantiate 
£0  heinous  a  charge.  On  these 
grounds  he  should  withdraw  the 
petition,  being  convinced  that  in  so 
doing  he  should  not  be  committing 
an  act  of  injustice  to  any  party. — 
The  petition  was  then  withdrawn. 

Sir  J,  Macwtosh  gave  notice, 
that  on  Thursday  next  he  would 
move  for  copies  of  any  instructions 
transmitted  by  the  British  minis- 
ters to  Sir  W.  A'Court^  for  the 


regulation  of  his  condueti  in  c^^se 
changes  were  introduced  by  the 
Cortes  into  the  internal  government 
of  Spain* 

Mr.  Broughamt  having  ipoyed 
that  the  petition  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  be  entered  as 
read,  said  that  he  bad  never  risen 
to  address  the  house  under  feelings 
of  greater  anxiety:  when  he  .r^ 
collected  the  vast  talent  on  l^tb 
sides  of  the  house,  employed  at 
various  periods  on  topics  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  petition^ 
and  the  multitude  of  persons  in 
Ireland  earnestly  looking  at  tb4 
result  of  this  discussion^wh^n  la* 
considered  even  the  strength  of  th« 
^ase  committed  to  his  charge; 
and,  more  than  all,  the  present 
state  of  the  sister  kingdom,  it  might 
well  be  supposed  that  he  felt  somep 
what  overawed  at  the  task  be  bad 
undertaken.  The  petitioners  them- 
selves had  rendered  the  duty  in- 
calculably more  difficult;  fbr^ 
whereas,  wheo  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion was  discussed,  the  affairs  of 
Ireland,  and  the  intolerant  and  in^ 
judicious  scheme  of  policy,  long 
pursued  there^  had  been  qonsdanl 
matters  of  debate,  and  had  been 
handled  by  the  ablest  men  ii)  tvery 
different  form  in  which  they  gquM 
be  shaped  by  talent  and  ingenuity ; 
and  whereas  the  great  dtMeratUm 
now  was  to  supply  an  answer. to 
this  question,  "  what  is  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  that  system  ?*'^to 
solve  this  difficulty,  how  do  thd 
penal  laws  operate  in  Ireland,  mmI 
merely  upon  individuals  of  rank 
excluded  from  the  higher  offices  o{ 
the  state,  but  upon  all  clasaes,  £tom 
the  loftiest  to  the  lowliest  N-<aaA 
whereas  the  petitioners,  in  the  very 
title  of  their  representation  ol 
grievance,  complained  of  ''the** 
quality 
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quality  in  the  administration  of  the 
Jaw,"  yet  they  who  of  all  others 
were  able  to  give  the  best  informa- 
tion— to  afford  the  clearest  solution 
—to  stop  the  mouths  of  those  who 
maintained  that  there  was  no  prac- 
tical evil,  by  showing  that  justice 
was  not  equally  administered,  by 
giving  facts  in  detail— the  petition- 
ers, intimately  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  their  own  case,  deeply 
feeling  the  grievances  under  which 
they  laboured,  and  having  daily 
and  hourly  experience  of  the  con- 
sequences of  the  present  system, 
had  nevertheless  omitted  all  state- 
ments of  particulars,  and  had  con- 
fined themselves  merely  to  general 
declarations.  When  parties  entered 
a  court  of  justice  in  this  country 
(for  in  this  country  there  happily 
were  courts  of  justice)  rich  aud 
poor  were  treated  with  the  same 
impartiality.  The  law,  thank 
God,  was  administered  equally  to 
both;  but  the  petitioners  feeling, 
and  well  knowing  the  existence  of 
the  melancholy  facts  on  which 
they  relied,  no  more  thought  of 
introducing  them  into  their  state- 
ment, than  any  petitioner  in  this 
kingdom  would  take  upon  himself 
to  explain  and  expound  the  excel- 
lence of  our  own  judicial  system. 
A  petitioner  could  never  dream  of 
telling  the  house  that  juries  were 
not  packed  ;  that  judges  were  de- 
corous, and  never  sacrificed  the 
rights  of  parties  t6  a  ribald  joke ; 
that  chancellors  held  even  the  ba- 
lance of  justice  between  Protes- 
tants and  Catholics,  episcopalians 
and  dissenters ;  that  here  the  keeper 
of  the  great  seal  would  never  think 
of  striking  a  gentleman  out  of  the 
commission  of  the  peace  because 
be  was  a  sectary,  as  had  been  done 
in  Ireland— the  keeper  of  the  great 


seal  there  admitting  that  in  so  do- 
ing he  had  been  guilty  of  an  act 
of  gross  injustice,  yet  eight  years 
afterwards  repeating  it.     In  Eng- 
land, in  administering  the  law  to  a 
creditor    against   his    debtoK,   we 
should  never  think    of   inquiring 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  able  to 
bribe  an  under-sheriff.    In  £ngland 
the  King's  writ  ran  into  all  parts 
of  the  country — here  there  was  do 
land  of  Goshen — ^^our  courts  were 
open  to  the  poorest  suppliant,  and, 
however  humble    or  unprotected, 
he  had  an  equal  chance  with  his 
titled  adversary  ;  nay,  though  be 
were  addicted  to  sectarian  opinions, 
instead  of  paying  his  devotions  in  a 
cathedral.     The  petitioners    were 
in   themselves  a   most  important 
class,  and  they  represented  many 
thousand  others ;  for   the  petition 
would  have  been  signed  by  tens  of 
thousands,  had  a  few  more  days 
been  flowed.     The  signatures  al- 
ready obtained  were  from  persons 
of    commanding     influence,    who 
spoke  the  sense  of  six  millions  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  who  were 
strongly  persuaded  that  the  law  in 
Ireland  is  not  as  it  is  in  England— 
that  he  would  be  guilty,  not  of  ex- 
travagant  flattery   merely,  but  of 
intolerable  mockery,  of  gross  and 
ridiculous  irony,  who  should  at- 
tempt to  compare  the  two.    The 
petitioners,   and  he  was   sorry  to 
say  the  whole  people  of  Ireland, 
had  suppressed  their  roost  impor- 
tant facts:  they   had   lost,  as  it 
were,  the  articulate  language  of  re- 
monstrance, and  had  had  recourse 
rather  to  exclamations  of  despair, 
and  these  exclamations  had  been 
followed    in    some    instances    by 
acts  of  open    aggression ;— excla- 
mations of  despair  were  the  fore- 
runners   of  such  acts,   and  often 

at 
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at  too  abort  a  distauce*  While 
he  was  yet  speaking,  these  out- 
rages had  broken  forth,  and  it 
vras  ioQpossible  for  any  man  to 
be  so  little  acquainted  with  these 
transactions  as  not  to  be  aware 
that  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  was 
guilty  of  any  thing  but  exag- 
geration when  he  took  upon  him- 
self to  assert  that  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  Ireland  had  never  been  in  a 
more  alarming  state,  as  the  law 
which  created  an  inequality  in 
religious  sects  could  not  be  equally 
administered.    The    law    at    pre- 

^  sent  separated  the  King's  subjects 
into  two  classes — it  severed  those 
who  ought  to  be  as  brothers  under 
the  same  paternal  government. 
The  law  of  England  viewed  the 
subjects  of.  the  realm  as  brothers, 
and  the  king  as  their  common  pa- 
rent ;  but  the  law  of  Ireland  held 
a  language  widely  different.  It 
marshalled  man  against  man,  sect 
against  sect:  it  employed  reli- 
gious tenets  on  the  one  hand  to 
foment  (if  it  were  not  to  profane 
the  word)  religious  animosities  on 
the  other.  The  law  of  England  es- 
teemed all  men,  equal — it  was  suffi- 
cient to  be  born  within  the  King's 
allegiance  to  be  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  the  loftiest  subject  of  the  land 
enjoyed.  None  were  disquali6ed  by 
it,  and  the  only  distinction  was  be- 
tween naturalrborn  subjects  and 
aliens.  Sucli,  indeed,  was  the  libe- 
rality of  our  system  in  times  which 
we  called  barbarous  (but  from 
which,   in  these  enlightened  days, 

/  it  might  be  well  to  take  a  bint), 
that  if  a  man  were  even  an 
alien  bom,  he  was  not  deprived  of 
the  protection  of  the  law.  In 
Ireland  the  law  held  a  directly 
opposite  doctrine :  the  sect  to  which 
a  man  belonged — the  cast  of  his 


religious  opinions — the  form  in 
which  he  worshipped  his  Creator — 
were  the  grounds  on  which  the  law 
separated  him  from  his  fellows, 
and  banned  him  to  the  endurance 
of  a  system  of  the  most  cruel  in- 
justice. Not  only  this,  but  on  the 
very  same  grounds,  and  with,  if 
possible,  less  right — with,  if  possi- 
ble, more  impolicy,  and  with,  if 
possible,  greater  cruelty,  it  leagued 
him  against  all  who  held  opposite 
notions,  as  essentially,  as  justly, 
and  as  implacably,  as  his  enemies 
were  combined  against  him.  He 
(Mr.  Brougham)  granted  that  some 
great  and  salutary  alterations  had 
taken  place.  Since  1 778,  but  more 
especially  since  1793,  important 
improvements  in  the  code  had  been 
effected.  The  odious  distinctions 
had  been  in  a  great  degree  miti- 
gated. What  remained,  was  no- 
thing in  comparison  with  what  had 
been  taken  away.  Enough,  in- 
deed, was  left  to  make  an  absurd 
and  ridiculous  difference — absurd 
and  ridiculous  when  viewed  by  the 
eye  of  the  philosopher,  but  melan- 
choly and  degrading  when  con- 
templated wiUi  the  eye  of  the 
politician.  It  was  fit,  however, 
to  mention  a  few  fact^  which  l^e 
should  be  prepared  to  prove  at 
the  bar,  should  the  house  adopt 
the  proposition  with  which  he 
intended  to  conclude.  In  all  he 
should  now  offer,  the^  house  was 
to  consider  that  he  was  in  truth 
tendering  evidence,  and  he  should 
scrupulously  abstain  from  %yeTy 
thing  which  could  not,  as  he  was 
satisfied,  be  substantiated  by  legal 
testimony^  either  of  witnesses  or  of 
records.  When  the  subject  was  so 
extensive,  it  was  of  little  importance 
where  he  began;  but  he  would 
commence  with  one  of  the  most 
material 
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material  {>art8  of  it — the  state  ef 
the  magistracy  in  Ireland,  by  whose 
local  jurisdictions  justice  ought,  in 
fact,  to  be  brought  home,   as  it 
iir«%,  to  every  man's  door.      It 
was  iti  vain  to  deny  that  in  England 
abuses  had  from  time  to  time  crept 
into  this  branch  of  the  administra- 
tion of  justice ;  but  various  salutary 
acts  had  been  passed  on  the  one 
handy  to  protect  magistrates  actii^ 
bona  Jidff  and  on   the  other,   to 
gnard   the   King's  subjects    from 
malversation,  and  misuse  of  power, 
sometimes    purely   discretionary. 
It  was  by  no  means  a  matter  of 
frequent  complaint  in  this  country, 
that  improper  ibdividuals  were  in- 
cluded in  the  magistracy.   In  Eng- 
land, ia  rule  had  been  laid  down  by 
the  keepers  of  the  great  seal  (in> 
deed  he  had  seen  it  stated  under 
the  hand  of  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
e^llor),    that    they    never   would 
strikie  a  person  out  of  the  commis- 
sion,   whatever    private    charges 
might  be   brought    against   him, 
unless  he  had  been  brought  to  trial, 
and  convicted  by  the  verdict  of  a 
jury.     He  (Mr.  Brougham)  had 
known  to  instance  of  a  magistrate 
several  times  accused  of  perjury, 
with  complaints  agcdnst  hini  by  a 
¥ast  majority  of  his  fellows  in  the 
commission,  whom  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor peremptorily  refosed  to  oust 
liecause  he  had  been  tried  and  ac- 
quitted.     He  recollected   another 
case  in  Durham,  about  ten  years 
ago,    where  the  bishop,  as  cttstos 
Totiiionitn,  had  been  obliged  to  re- 
instate a  certain  magistrate,  be- 
cause, though  accused,  he  had  not 
been  brought  to  trial.     He  did  not 
mean  that  this  rule  was  applicable 
to  Ireland--a  much  greater  latitude 
of  discretion  was  required  there; 
not  only  the  present  but  former 
efaancellors,  Lord  Redesdale  and 


the  late  Mr.  Ponsonby,  had  agreed 
upon  this  point.     But  he  was  not 
without  particular  fticts  and  aatfao- 
rities,  and  he  would  just  call  the 
attention  of  the  house  to  a  few  of 
those  authorities,  choosing  only  a 
few  instances  out  of  a  great  variety. 
The  late  Lord  Gosford,  governor 
of  the  county  of  Armagh,  on  a  me- 
morable occieision  had  said,   that 
^  justice  had  been  suffered  to  dis- 
appear, and  the  supineness  of  the 
magistracy  to  become  the  common 
topic    of   conversation    in    every 
comer  of  the  kingdom.*'     Before 
be  proceeded  Airther,  he  would  joat 
mention  that  the  word  supincnest 
would  often  occur  in  what  he  should 
read,  and  that  it  was  to  be  iind»'- 
stood  as  a  delicate  mode  of  express- 
ing a  disinclination    to    suppress 
violence  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of 
a  hundred — the   Orange  violence 
against  the  CathoUcs.    The  late 
Mr.  Grattan  was  certainly  a  party 
man — in  the  highest,  truest,  and 
most  honourable  sense  he  perform* 
ed  what  he  justly  considered  the 
important  duties  of  party ;  but  of 
all  members  on  the  opposition  side 
of  the  house,  bis  authority  was  the 
most  unexceptionable,  because  he 
had   undeviatingly    observed    the 
strictest  accuracy  in  his'%letail89 
end  was  little  liable  to  the  impu- 
tation of  being  carried  away  by 
enthusiasm.     He  was  a  man  c^ 
singular  candour  and  of  great  mo* 
demtion,  and  from   his  entrance 
into  public  life  to  the  ilhistrious 
close  of  his  career,  had  given  most 
signal  proofs  of  his  moderation,  of 
his  extreme  forbearance,  nay,  of 
his  gentleness.     He  had  observed, 
on  one  occasion,  that  the  govern- 
ment "  trifled  with  the  northern 
weaver,  when  it  sent  him  to  a  grand 
jury;*'  and  he  added»  that    **  the 
supineness  and    partiality  of  the 
magistracy 
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magiBtrucy  bad  been  tbe  occasion 
of  bis  8a(I«nng8  and  bis  losses.^ 
Mr.  Ponsonbj,  wbo  bad  filled  tbe 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor  in  Ire- 
Ififid,  and  was  therefore  so  compe^ 
tent  to  judge  on  the  qdestion,  look- 
ing badk  to  the  time  when  be  bad 
held  tbe  great  seal,  bad  aaid  with 
becoming  reserve,  that  •*  the  ma- 
gistrates too  often  had  been  any 
tiling  but  wbat  tbey  ought  to  have 
been."  Mr.  Justice  Day,  in  an 
address  to  the  grand  jury,  had 
charged  them  with  ''  negligence, 
corruption,  and  partiality  ;^  and 
the  late  Lord  Kingston  complained 
of  fiome  men  as  ^  a  disgrace  to  tho 
nfiagiatracy,  deserving  rather  to  be 
banged,  than  to  be  rncfuded  in 
ibe  commission.*'  The  charge  of 
Judge  Fletcher,  in  the  year  161 4, 
•wttB  wefi  known.  It  was  an  able 
ated  daborate  production,  and  next 
to  delivering  no  political  charge  at 
all, -tbe  greatest  merit  was  to  de- 
ttyer  one  so  sound  in  its  doctrines, 
that  tbey  were  liable  to  no  excep- 
tion. Talking  of  the  Orange  so- 
cieties, he  «aid,  that  **  tbey  poi- 
soned the  very  fountains  of  justice,** 
and  that  **  even  some  magistrates, 
under  ibeir  influence,  bad  in  too 
BHkny  instances  violated  their  duty 
and  their  oaths.*^  Thence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  such  associations 
were  most  pernicious,  whether 
oonaistmg  of  Orahge  ^r  Riband- 
inen,  and  adding,  that  under  their 
influence  petty  juries  had  declined 
tD  do  their  duty :  it  was  sufficient 
to  say  such  a;  man 'displayed  such 
a  colour  to  produce  an^  utter  dis- 
bdief  ofhis  testimony;  and  when 
another  has  stood  with  bis  hand  at 
fhe  bar^  the  display  of  bis  party 
badge  has  mitigated  the  murder 
into  manslaughter.  These  senti- 
nients,  coming  from  a  man  dis- 
fihargittg  judicial  duties,  were  of 


the  highest  importance.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  condemn  all  those 
associations  bound  together  by  un- 
lawful oaths,  remarking  "With 
these  Orange  associations  I  connect 
all  commemorations  and  proces* 
sions  producing  embittering  recol- 
lections, and  tnflrciifig  woundiT 
upon  the  feelings  of  others.  I 
do  emphatically  state  it  as  my 
settled  opiniuti,  that  until  tbose^ 
associations  are  put  down,  and 
the  arms  taken  from  their  hands,' 
in  vain  will  the  north  of  Ireland 
expect  tranquillity  or  peace."  The 
learned  judge  went  on  to  cen^ 
sure  tbe  unlawful  oaths  (such  aa 
had  been  treated  with  so  much  res- 
pect in  this  house  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion) taken  by  tbe  members  of  the 
associations;  and  of  the  tnagis^ 
trates  he  said,  that  **  some  were 
ov^r  zealous,  and  some  on*  tbe 
contrary  were  supine,*'^  and  he 
complained  that  ^  jobbers  of  abSen*^ 
tees"  and  '*  traders  in  false  Ibyalty,** 
among  others,  were  too  often  puC 
mto  the  commission.  Eight  years 
afterwards,  the  same  learned  judge 
did  not  appear  Co  have  found 
any  material  amendment  in  the 
magistracy,  and  in  one  of  bit 
last  charges  he  had  asserted,  that 
tbe  conduct  of'  tbe  magisti'aicy 
*^  might  ultimately  drive  than* 
sands  to  rebellion."  A  great 
deal  bad  been  said  of  late  respects, 
xng  a  reform  in  the  commission 
of  the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  twelv(4 
counties  had  undergone  the  opera^ 
tion.  If  the  scheme  had  been  ex*' 
ecuted  with  the  same  honest  and 
sealous  intention  for  improvement 
with  which  it  was  undertaken; 
much  good  might  have  been  the 
resutt ;  but  if  be  (Mr.  Brougham) 
were  rightly  informed,  little  or  no 
advantage  bad  been  the  consequence; 
the  measure  having  been  treated  te 
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one  ratber  of  foim  than  of  sulMtance. 
He  had  been  told  (and  to  this  point 
he  could  produce  evidence  at  the 
bar)  that,  in  six  counties,  15^  magis- 
trates had  -been  displaced.  The 
number  looked  as  if  a  great  sweep* 
ing  and  radical  change  had  been 
effected,  but,  in  truth,  the  vast  ma* 
jority  of  the  152  consisted  of  ab- 
sentees, English  and  Irish  militia 
officers,  and  many  others  incapa- 
citated from  age,  sickness,  and  not 
a  few  by  death.  How  many  did 
the  house  think,  out  of  the  whole 
152,  had  been  really  removed  for 
reasons  such  as  those  to  which 
the  charge  was  originally  intend- 
ed to  apply?  Only  fourteen. — 
Twen^-five  bad  been  removed  io. 
one  county,  and  in  another  fifteen, 
all  of  whoni  were  incapacitated  for 
the  various  causes  he  had  named* 
[Mr.  Goulburn  asked,  across  the 
table,  to  what  county  the  honour- 
able  gentleman  referred?]  The 
county  of  Monaghan  ;  and  since  the 
f Aiestion  had  been  put,  he  would 
just  add,  that  among  those  re- 
moved for  being  sick,  or  dead,  or 
absent,  or  an  English  militia  officer, 
or  an  Irish  militia  officer,  was  not 
Sir  Harcourt  Lees :  he  was  con- 
tinoed  in  the  commission.  In  the 
eounty  of  Dublin,  Major  Sirr  had 
not  been  removed,  and  he  (Mr. 
Brougham)  thought  that  there  was 
just  ground  to  complain  that  he 
was  still  in  the  commission.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  an  insult  to 
the  people  of  Dublin,  to  the  people 
of  Ireland,  over  whom  he  exercised 
all  the  nameless  tyrannies  of  the 
last  rebellion.  Even  on  the  footing 
of  the  rule  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  his  name  ought  to  be 
instantly  struck  out.  Nevertheless 
he  was  allowed  to  be  at  the  head  of 
the  police  of  Dublin,  and  he  had 
told  the  house  at  the  bar  that  he 


there  daily  and  nightly  acted  as 
one  of  the  magistrates.  Yet  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  itself  a  jury  of 
his  country  gave  a  verdict  against 
him  for  one  of  the  grossest  and 
foulest  oppressions—so  gross  and 
foul,  that  the  oldest  practitioner  of 
our  courts  could  find  no  parallel. 
The  charge  included  in  it  the  most 
base  and  perfidious  fraud  ;  for  to 
eke  oat  the  measure  of  his  justice 
and  to  overwhelm  his  victim,  it 
was  proved  at  the  trial  that  an 
order  had  been  fabricated,  the  fa- 
brication of  which  was  vouched,  by 
his  friend  —  his  accomplice  —  htt 
tool — the  very  naan,  in  short,  who 
had  perpetrated  the  instrument. 
It  was  U)  that  man  that  the  victim 
had  been  delivered — to  Major  San^ 
dys;  and  when  Mr.  Curran  ex- 
claimed, "  There  sits  Major  San- 
dys ;  if  my  witnesses  deceive  yoo, 
let  Major  Sirr  put  his  friend  and 
associate  in  cruelty  in  the  box  to 
deny  it  if  he  can."  Major  Sirr 
dared  not  do  it;  Major  Sandys 
dared  not  come  forward,  and  all 
who  had  ears  to  hear,  or  eyes  to 
see,  were  convinced  with  tba  jury 
that  Major  Sirr  stood  self-convicted. 
Still  he  had  been  kept  in  his  office 
— still  he  was  employed ;  and 
twenty-two  years  afterwards,  when 
he  had  grown  gray  in  the  service, 
he  had  been  heard  to  declare  at  the 
bar  of  the  house,  "  I  am  still  on 
the  bench  of  justice  1"  Look  at 
the  effect  of  these  arrangements  in 
the  comniitments  in  Ireland- 
commitments  made  and  signed  by 
such  magistrates  as  he  bad  de- 
scribed. Melancholy  to  relate, 
there  were  more  conunitments  in 
Ireland — taking  the  average  of  the 
last  four  years — than  in  England 
and  Wales  together;  but  how  did 
the  average  stand,  as  to  the  number 
of  convictions?  Why,  in  those 
countries 
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cduntries  where  law    and  justice 
were  equally  admiDistered,  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  there  had    been 
45,000  commitments    and  tOyOOO 
eonvictiODS ;  bat  in  Ireland,  with  a 
list     of    commitments    exceeding 
45^000,  the  number  of  convictions 
had  not  exceeded  16,000.     To  the 
recorded  opinions  of  men  of  talents 
and  experience — ^to  facts  in  proof 
before  the  house,  an  argument  still 
more  powerful — ^to  these  evidences 
in  favour  of  the  proposition  which 
he  was  now  supporting,  he    (Mr. 
Brougham)  would  add  the  memo- 
rable declaration  of  Lord  Redesdale 
iti  the  House  of  Peers^a  declara- 
tion   which   admitted   the   utmost 
point  he  could  contend  for.     What 
had    Lord    Redei(dale,    the    High 
Chancellor  of  Ireland — what  had 
he  said  of  the  state  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  that  country  ? 
What  was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Re- 
desdale, delivered  only  in  July  last, 
as  to  the  state  of  the  law  in  Ire- 
land ?     His  lordship  had  said  this ; 
— ^**  I   have  been  intimately  con- 
nected with  that  ilUfated  country 
(Ireland)  for  the  last  twenty  years ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  tliere 
exists  in  it  two  sorts  of  justice — 
the  one  for  the  rich,  the  other  for 
the  poor — both  equally  ill  adminis- 
tered."    And  this  was  the  effect  of 
twenty  years'  experience  upon  the 
inind  of  the  highest  law  officer  (an 
Englishman  too)  in  Ireland.     But 
he  (Mr.  Brougham)  would  go  even 
farther ;  he  would  give  evidence  of 
the  fact ;  he  would  show,  and  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  quibble,  that 
the   &ct    was  distinctly   as   Lord 
Redesdale  had  stated  it ;  and  that 
if  the  noble  lord  had  not  stated  the 
fact,  he  would  have  been  wrong, 
for   that  the  circumstances  made 
its  statement  an  imperative  duty. 
In    a  country  which  enjoyed  the 
1823. 


blessing  of  trial  by  jury,  the  man- 
ner in  which  juries  were  selected 
was  a  point  of  no  slight  importance. 
Now,  excepting  in  the  counties 
where  the  sheriffs  were  elected  by 
the  judges,  in  all  corporations, 
(these  corporations  being  formed 
of  men  full  of  prejudice  against 
the  Catholics,  open  to  Papists  cer- 
tainly by  law,  but  shut  against 
them  with  all  the  obstinacy  of 
big^otry  by  practice)^ti  all  corpo- 
ration towns,  the  sheriff  who  chose 
the  juries  was  himself  the  selected 
creature  of  that  select  and  prejvh 
diced  body.  He  was  not  about  to 
enter  into  the  late  affair  of  the 
Sheriff  of  Dublin,  but  he  would  re- 
mind the  house  of  an  incident  not 
relating  to  the  present  sheriff  (Mn 
Thorpe).  A  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Dillon  M*Namara,  an  attorney 
of  many  years'  standing,  had  been 
summoned  upon  the  late  inquiry  ; 
and,  by  way  of  discrediting  his 
evidence,  the  following  questions 
had  been  put  to  him : — ^  Did  you 
not,  some  years  ago,  offer  a  bribe 
to  a  sub-sheriff  of  Dublin  if  he 
would  pack  a  jury  to  get  off  a  client 
of  yours,  who  was  going  to  be 
tried  for  forgery  ?"  —  Answer, 
**  Yes,  I  did."—"  Did  he  pack  the 
jury  ?"  —  Answer,  "  No,  he  could 
not,  because  the  panel  was  up  at 
the  Castle."  Did  not  the  sub*she* 
riff,  it  would  be  asked,  perhaps, 
indignantly  reject  the  bribe  ?  Did 
he  not  treat  the  offer  as  every  suh^ 
sheriff  in  every  county  in  England 
would  treat  it,  and  get  no  thanks 
nor  credit  for  so  treating  it  either  ^ 
Mr«  M*Namara's  answer  as  to 
that  point  made  no  mention  of  in- 
dignation; he  simply  stated  the 
conduct  of  the  sheriff.  The  sub« 
sheriff  said,  that  if  he  wished  to  do 
the  thing,  "  it  was  not  in  his  power, 
because  the  panel  was  gone  up  to 
2  A  the 
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tha  Castle.'*  But  Ui«  ibipg»  giiod  a^ 
it  wt»f  became  better  Mill,  as  tbe 
quotums  went  on.  Qaestion,  **  I>id 
iM»t  the  8ub-8beriff  reject  the  bribe  ?'' 
•—  Answer,  ''  He  did  not  get  the 
bribe.'*  Mr.  M'Namara  would 
not  say  be  rejected  it.  Q«estion« 
'*  Why  did  he  not  get  the  bribe  ?" 
—Answer,  '*  Because  he  did  not 
do  what  I  wanted  him  to  do." 
This  was  not,  he  (Mr.  Broogfaam) 
SQbpiitted»  exactly  the  kind  of 
dialogue  which  would  have  taken 
place  between  an  attorney  and  a 
sub-sherifT  in  England  upon  the 
subject  of  packing  a  jury.  He 
wonld  not  say  chat  the  man  who 
would  pack  one  jury  to  acquit  a 
prisoner  of  felony  would  as  readily 
pack  another  to  convict  a  prisoner 
of  high  treason  or  of  libel ;  but  it 
would  not  be  too  much  to  suggest 
that  there  was  a  point  in  money,  to 
which,  if  the  briber  oould  manage 
to  go^  he  might  possibly  ^i^  access 
to  the  ear  of  the  sub-eheriif,  even 
although  he  should  wish  to  secure 
a  conviction  for  an  offence  of  that 
character.  Again,  he  would  say 
nothing  against  the  sub*sheriff  in 
question.  That  individual  (and  he 
did  not  name  him)  faad^not,  it  ap- 
peared, received  the  bribe.  But 
there  was  the  iact  before  the  houee 
tiiat  such  a  bargain  hod  been  openly 
talked  of.  What  would  the  house 
say  to  another  practice  which  he 
should  prove  —  which  be  could 
prove  by  oompeteat  wUnesses  to 
exist  in  Dublin  universally — of  the 
■ub.'sheriff,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
summon  the  juries,  being  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  from  persons 
liabUt  to  server  a  fee  of  a  guinea  a^- 
year,  to  refrain  irom  cabling  on 
them  to  perform  that  duty  ?  So 
that  those  men  to  whom  it  was  oon- 
veetent  to  pay  a  guinea  a^year  did 
not  serve  on  juries  9lt  «U ;  -srfiib 


these  who  eoidd  hot  •fford  lo  pugr 
the  guinea  wsrs  impelled  to  do 
doable  duty,  and  those  who  wished 
to  serve  (fa^  not  paying  th^  guinea) 
might  serve  hr  more  fxequendy 
thiui  came  to  their  turn.  Apd  this 
preebus  practice  was  not  peculiar 
to  Dublin.  The  provinces  had  th^ 
benefit  of  it,  as  wdl  as  the  capitaL 
But  the  fee  in  the  country  places 
certainly  was  less^t  was  half  a 
guinea  a-year,  not  a  giainea.  So 
that  the  rich  and  superior  classes* 
who.  were  best  calcplated  to  act  as 
jurymeoy  gave  up,  unless  where 
they  chose  to  act,  the  duty  alto- 
gether ;  and  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  persons  who,  whatever  their 
claims,  were  probably  less  compe- 
tent and  enlightened,  and,  from 
their  situations,  more  open  to  be 
influenced.  To  say  the  least  of  this 
practice,  it  was  improper,  indecent- 
such  a  practice  as  in  England  couU 
not  be  tolerated  for  an  hour.  But 
the  point  became  insignificant  com- 
pared with  that  which  he  should 
next  bring  forward.  He  had  al- 
ready said  that  the  Kill's  writ  did 
not  run  equally  through  Irelsad. 
Of  this  fact— that  it  did  not  seach 
equally  to  all  classes  of  persons — he 
waenudy,  if  permitted,  to  give  evi- 
denoe  at  the  bar.  He  could  show, 
that  where  a  man  had  money  for 
the  purpose,  he  regularly  bribed  the 
sub-sheriff,  as  soon  as  ihat  officer 
came  into  place ;  and  agreed  to  pag^ 
^im  all  fees  upon  writs  out  against 
him  for  debt,  as  though  such  writs 
were  formally  served*  provided  the 
sheriff  would  give  him  timely  och 
liee  of  the  issuing  of  such  writs ; 
no^  doubt  that  he  might  be  enabled 
at  once  to  appear  and  do  justice  to 
his  creditor  I  To  the  poor  ipasit  of 
course,  this  indulgence  did  not  ess,* 
tend;  he  was  taken  with  all  tht 
rigour  of  the  lew,  and  foil  jmtipe 
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w«$  «|[ef:iae4  upon  i^im.  He  (Mr. 
Broagham)  said,  that  he  cuuld 
proye  this  at  (he  bar ;  hut,  in  fact, 
it  had  heeo  pnoved  within  ^be  last 
three  days,  before  a  committee 
jnho^o  stairs,  H^  would  read  a 
notQ  to  the  house  of  the  evidence 
upon  the  subject;  and  he  could 
venture  to  say,  that  but  for  the 
painful  truths  which  it  established, 
the  document  would  be  amusing. 
it  was  an  attorney  of  respectability 
who  now  spoke,  giving  his  evidence 
on  the  i^  of  the  present  month. 
Question.  "  Do  you  regard  the 
.difficulty  of  obtaining  money  in  Ire- 
land after  judgment,  as  one  of  the 
jQ^X^ha  to  English  capital  being 
carried  to  that  country  V* — Answer. 
''  Certainly  I  do ;  and  it  is  one  of 
the  greatest  ev^ls  we  have  to  con- 
rtend  with."—  Question.  "  How 
does  it  arise  ?"— -  Answer.  **  In  the, 
management  of  the  office  of  sherilT 
-r- there  is  no  spch  thing  as  execut- 
ing a  writ  as  you  do  it  in  England. 
I  mean  to  con6ne  this  to  executing 
it  upon  persons  having  the  rank 
and  means  of  gentlemen,  and  the 
i;ity  of  Dublin  and  the  county  of 
Cork  are  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
in  other  places  it  is  the  habit,  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  sub-sheriff, 
that  he  gets  notice  that  he  will  be 
paid  his  fe^  upon  writs  delivered, 
if  he  gives  notice  to  the  party  that 
the  writ  is  about  to  is8ue."-^Ques- 
tiop.  *'  Does  this  practice  prevail 
gencirally  ?"-^ Answer.  *'  I  under- 
stand it  to  prevail  every  where 
excqpt  in  Cork  county  and  Dublin 
qit^*;  but  I  dare  say  there  are 
places  even  in  Cork  where  an  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  with  the 
sberiff."^-Question,  **  Is  the  com- 
mittee to  understand  tj^t  a  diffe- 
rent practice  prevfiils  with  resp^tto 
poor  debtors  f^'-r-Answdr.  "  I  sup- 
pose that    the   sheriff,  not  bei^g 


paid  for  any  favour  to  them,  does 
not  show  any." — Let  hon.  niend- 
bers  just  look  to  what  this  "  fa- 
vour'* went  to  pr4>duce.  A  man 
might  have  20,000/.  a-yjar  iu  the 
English  funds,  or  in  any  invest- 
ment which  the  law  did  not  reach  ; 
he  mi^ht  b^  living  in  Ireland  in 
the  midst  of  luxury  and  mag- 
nificence \  a  hundred  writs  of  ar- 
rest might  be  out  against  his  per- 
son; but  so  long  as  he  could  bribe 
the  sheriff  to  give  him  n9tice  in 
time,  he  might  defy  his  creditor, 
and  suffer  him  to  starve.  And 
the  evidence  which  he  was  quoting 
did  not  stop  at  this  point.  It 
.  asserted,  perhaps,  no  more  in  fact 
than  had  already  been  stated;  but 
i(  gave  certain  assertions  in  rather 
stronger  terms.  For  instance  — 
Question.  "  Do  you  mean  to,  s^ 
then,  that  there  is  one  practice  &r 
the  higher  orders  in  Ireland,  and  an- 
other for  the  lower?" — Answer. 
**  Yes."  This  was  pretty  plain.-r- 
Questiou.  ^'  Stricter  in  the  one  case 
than  in  the  other?' — ^Auswer.  "Cer- 
tainly." Was  not  this  what  Lord 
Redesdale  had  had  in  bis  eye  when 
he  bad  said,  ''There  is  on^  law 
for  the  rich,  and  another  for  the 
poor— both  equally  ill  executed?** 
The  evidence  given  by  thi^  man 
of  practical  knowledge  and  habi^ 
bore  out  to  the  very  letter  that  - 
which  Lord  Redesdale  had  assert- 
ed. He  considered  Lord  Norbuey 
. — whom  he  nam^d  in  right  of  his 
privilege  as  a  member  of  par)i4- 
ment  —  that  privilege  .which  en- 
titled him  ^  speak  his  qp'mion 
.upon  judges  as  freely  and  mirf- 
jiervedly^.ajs  upon  sheriff^  or  sul^- 
sheriffs,  upon  attorneys,  or  ^po^ 
the  mean^  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, —  no  just  judge  ou^t  in 
right  to  object  to  such  a  proceed- 
ing—no judge  would  \)e  fpund  ju^ t 
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long  after  the  privilege  so  to  proceed 
WM    abolished.     Our  judges  in 
England  were  just*  because  they 
dared  not  perpetrate  injusUce  ;  and 
as  long  as  judges  were  men,  they 
would  dare  to  perpetrate  injustice 
the  moment  the  power  of  taxing 
them  with  it  was  lost     He  con- 
sidered that  more  than  a  year  had 
elapsed  since  he  had  laid  before 
the  house  a  paper  addressed  by 
Mr.  Saurin,  late  Attorney-General 
for  Ireland,  to  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
that  country — a  letter  containing 
such  a  proposition  as  no  judge  who 
sat  in  England   would  allow  his 
most  intimate,  his  dearest  bosom 
friend,  to  make  to  him.    He  would 
venture  to  affirm,  that  if  a  letter, 
like  that  of  which  he  spoke,  had 
reached  any  one   of   the  learned 
judges  of  England,  if  it  had  come 
from  aiiy  individual  of  high  situa- 
tion, the  more  sudden,  the  more 
instant  would  have  been  the  flash 
of  that  honourable  person's  indig- 
nation ;  if  it  had  come  from  a  near 
friend,  the  task  to  perform  would 
have  been  harder,  but  the  name  of 
friend  would  have  ceased  to  belong 
to  the  writer  from  that  moment. 
But  here,  a  year  had  elapsed  since 
the  letter  in   question   had  been 
brought    forward,    and    yet    Mr. 
Saurin  had  not  denied  it,  nor  had 
Lord  Norbury  produced  his  answer. 
What  would  have  been  the  answer 
of  an  English  judge  to  such  a  let- 
ter ?    *'  I  return  you  your  proposi- 
tion^-Yott  know  not  the  man  whom 
yott  have  dared  to  insult"    But 
Lord  Norbury  had  given  no  an- 
swer,  or  he  produced  none.     He 
(Mr.  Brougham)  trusted  that  the 
answer  had  not  been  an  answer  of 
assent;  but  certainly  it  had  not 
been  such  an  answer  as  would  have 
been  given  to  such  a  pronosiJ  io 


England ;  or  England  and  Ireland 
too   would  long  since  have  been 
made  acquainted  with  it     Good 
God!      Let   the    house   consider 
what  that  letter  called  upon  Lord 
Norbury  to  do.    To  job — to  in- 
trigue— for  political  purposes,  upon 
his  circuit  t     Carrying  the  ermine 
upon  his  robe,  and  the  sword  of 
justice  in  his  hand,  he  was  called 
upon  by  the  first  law-officer  of  the 
Crown  to    prostitute    the    autho- 
rity those  emblems  gave  him,  to 
the  purpose  of  a  political  faction. 
He  was  told — '*  It  is  the  custom" — 
a   custom  more   honoured  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance — 
''  it  is  the  custom  for  you  on  the 
circuit  to  receive  the  country  gen- 
tlemen in  your  private  room,  and 
to   talk  to  them  familiarly  upon 
political  subjects ;"  and  this  was  to 
furnish  his  lordship   with  an  op- 
portunity of  doing  good  to  *'the 
cause.*'     He  was  in  the  habit  of 
talking  thus  to  the  gentlemen  of 
Philipstown ;  and,  if  he  could  im- 
press upon  them  the  consequences 
of  the  measure  in  question  (Catho- 
lic emancipation),  as  that  the  Ca- 
tholics would  certainly  elect   Ca- 
tholic  members  of  parliament,— 
a  consequence,  by  the  way,  most 
absurdly  predicted ;  for  there  was 
scarcely  a  man  in  England  could 
believe  that,   if  Catholic  emanci- 
pation were  granted  on  the  instant, 
all    the    Irish  members   returned 
would   be    Catholics;  but    if    he 
could  impress   upon   the  country 
gentlemen  that  all  the  members 
returned  would  be  Catholics,  '*  and 
that  those  members  would  have 
the  nomination  of  the  sberifis,"  he 
(Mr.  Brougham)  did  not  see  how, 
"  and  in  ^many  instances  perhaps 
of  the  judges,  he  would   satisfy 
them  that  they  could  scarce  live 
in  rh0  rountry  if  the  measure  were 
passed." 
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passed."  So  here  was  a  judge  de- 
sired to  take  the  opportunity  of 
Lis  circuit  to  deliver  this  lecture 
at  place  after  place  as  he  went  on ; 
and  to  throw  in  suggestions,  more- 
over, of  such  corruption  in  the  ge- 
neral legislation,  as  would  enable 
the  Catholic  memhers  returned  by 
the  Catholic  voters  to  go  up  to  the 
treasury,  and  say,  <*  Make  such 
and  such  men  judges."  The  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  were  to  be  told,  and 
told  by  a  judge,  that  judges  might 
be  appointed  by  political  intrigue. 
Here  was  Lord  Norbury  instruct- 
ed openly  to  decry  the  purity  of 
that  justice  of  which  he  himself 
ought  to  have  been  the  ornament. 
He  was  to  say,  first,  that  the  judges 
were  secretly  appointed ;  and  next, 
thatth^y  acted  corruptly  after  they 
were  appointed.  The  information 
contained  in  the  remaining  portion 
of  the  letter  ran  thus:—"  If  Pro- 
testant gentlemen,  who  have  votes 
and  influence  and  interest,  would 
give  these  venal  members  to  un- 
derstand that  by  betraying  their 
country  and  its  constitution,  they 
will  infallibly  lose  theirs,  it  would 
alter  their  conduct,  though  it  could 
neither  make  them  honest  nor 
respectable."  Honest  nor  respec- 
table I  *'  If,"  concluded  the  At- 
torney-General for  Ireland,  *^  if 
you  will  judiciously  administer  a 
little  of  this  medicine  to  the  King's 
county,  or  any  other  member  of 
parliament  that  may  fall  in  your 
way,  you  will  deserve  well."  As 
some  vindication,  however,  of  Mr. 
Saurin,  for  having  presumed  to 
write  such  a  letter  as  this,  he  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  now  to  read  a 
story  to  the  house,  which  he  found 
in  a  Dublin  newspaper,  under 
the  head  of  "Lord  Norbury's 
newest  joke;"  and,  from  this  story, . 
it  would  appear  that  his  lordship 


—sitting  on  the  bench— had  re- 
flected upon  a  right  honourable 
gentleman,  a  member  of  the  house, 
and  also  that,  for  the  sake  of  get- 
ting at  his  joke — so  much  dearer 
was  jest  than  justice  to  the  noble 
lord — he  had  actually  refused  a 
rule  which  ought  to  have  been 
granted  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
which  no  man  could  have  asked 
for  in  £ngland  without  getting  it. 
The  circumstance  out  of  which  the 
joke  arose  was  this : — ^A  barrister 
moved  for  a  criminal  information 
against  a  half-pay  officer  who  in- 
sulted him  in  court.  The  officer 
was  offended  at  jBomething  which 
the  counsel  had  said  of  him  in 
court,  and  housed  language  which, 
in  England,  would  have  made  a 
criminal  information  a  matter  of 
routine.  Lord  Norbury,  however, 
had  refused  the  rule,  and  refused 
it  in  the  following  terms: — the 
motion  having  been  made,  and  the 
offensive  words  stated,  he  said— - 
*^  I  remember  when,  if  the  words 
had  been  used  to  me,  I  should  not 
have  been  at  a  loss  in  suppl3ring  an 
innuendo.  The  phrase  has  cer- 
tainly a  somewhat  gladiatorial 
sound.  No  man  respects  or  loves 
the  bar  more  than  I  do ;  but  great 
allowance  is  to  be  made  for  the 
chivalrous  propensities  of  men  of 
the  sword.  They  do  not,  as  Ham- 
let says  in  the  play,  *  set  their 
lives  at  a  pin's  fee'."  What  was 
this,  from  a  judge  on  the  bench, 
but  saying — "  You  are  a  paltry  fel- 
low for  coming  here  to  me  for  pro- 
tection ;  you  know  what  the  man 
wants  :  he  wants  you  to  go  out  and 
fight  with  him;  and  why  don't 
you  do  it  r*  ''  On  the  other  hand," 
his  lordship  continued,  "  the  gen* 
tlemen  of  the  bar  have  a  repug- 
nance to  the  arrest  of  that  fell  ser- 
geant. Death."     Why,  was  it  not 
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dear  that  tbe  fule  whs  nefosed  hidf 
for  the  orf)portuii'uy  to  introduce 
this  wretched  iribaWry?  Fruitf 
which  profession  the  immortal  bard 
drew  his  illiistration,  I  shall  leate 
to  the  comtnentafors.  He  revered 
the  bench  only  so  Irnig  as  the  ben<rh 
respected  itself;  and  when  he  met 
with  iiitngte  where  he  was  entitled 
to  expfecl  purity — ribaldry  and 
flightiness  where  there  ought  to 
be  dignity — 'and  duty  sacrificed  in 
the  course  of  a  legal  proceeding  for 
the  srTly  vanity  of  uttering  a  trum- 
pfery  jcart— -when  he  found  a  judgd 
conducting  himself — 6r  forgetting 
himself — in  this  manner;  and 
whet!  he  found  manifest  proof, 
moreover,  that  that  jodgt  was  not 
above  being  tampered  with  by  a 
crown  lawyer  for  party — be  might 
say  for  corrupt — purposes;  when 
he  saw  this,  his  veneration  for  the 
individual  was  gone,  and  even  his 
^hti^nce  was  not  proof  against  the 
contemplation  of  such  itii propriety. 
Upon  a  variety  of  other  topits  con- 
nected with  the  ill  administratiofl 
^justice  in  Ireland,  he  #oold  dfe-» 
t&in  the  house  (Mr.  Brougham  con- 
tinued) but  a  very  shtirt  time.  lit 
general,  it  was  siifliciefnt  to  state 
iltfi  practice  as  it  existed,  and  each 
particular  case  furnished  sufficiently 
it6  own  comment.  Iti  this  condi- 
tion stood  the  three  systems  of  the 
civil  bills,  the  revenue  boards,  and 
the '  assistant  barristers.  For  the 
civil  bill  system  it  was  tearce  ne- 
cessary to  go  beyond  th€  records 
of  the  house.  Act  after  act  had 
been  passed  upon  thesmbjeet,  each 
admitting  the  faults  or  abuses  let 
in  by  that  which  went  before  it. 
For  the  revenue  hoards,  their  whole 
ccfnatruction  carried  abu^e  and  mis-^ 
chief  upon  the  face  of  it :  the  same 
in^vidual  adjudging  forfeiture  one 
a)oment(,  and  claiming  the  benefin 


of  it  for  his  own  advantage  th^ 
n^t ;  and  control  over  the  liber-' 
ties  and  properties  6f  the  King's 
subjects  6omrbitt«d  to  the  ha^ida  of 
men  without  a  quali^cation  whidr 
should  fit  them  to  exercise  it, 
But  though  he  had  not  exhausted 
the  subject,  yet  the  ^rtibject  had 
Exhausted  him.  He  ^ould  only  go 
so  much  farther  as  to  beg  the 
house  to  remember  that  matters  in 
Ireland  could  not  rest  m  they 
were  for  ever.  One  day  or  other— 
the  tinoe  must  come — the  house 
would  have  to  give  an  account  of 
its  stewardship  of  that  country. 
England,  possessing  Ireland,  was 
in  th«  possession  of  that  which 
ought  to  be  her  security  in  pliace 
atid  her  sinew  in  war ;  and  yet  in 
war  what  had  Ireland  been  to  us 
but  a  strength  to  oi^r  enemies, 
what  in  peace  but  an  eternal  soured 
of  revolt  and  rebellion?  Ireland; 
with  a  territory  of  immense  ex- 
tent, with  a  soil  of  almost  unri*" 
vatled  fertility,  with  a  climate  more 
genial  than  the  climate  of  England, 
With  an  immense  population  of 
strong-built  hardy  labottrcrs-*-!tieri 
suited  alike  to  fill  up  the  rankB  of 
our  armies  in  war,  or  for  employ- 
ment at  home  in  the  works  of  agrh' 
culture  or  nAanufacCurea ; — Ireland^ 
\tith  all  these  blessings  which 
Providence  so  profusely  bad  show* 
ered  upon  her — we  had  bee*  stew- 
ards over  her  now  for  the  last 
hundred  and  tweiity  years,  but  ott# 
Solicitude  for  her  had  appeared  oiify 
in  those  hours  of  danger  when  we 
apprehended  the  possibility  bf  her 
joining  our  enemies,  or  when,  hav- 
ing no  enemy  abroad  to  contend 
with,  she  raised  her  standard,  per^ 
haprs  in  despair,  and  we  trembled 
for  ourM^ves,  It  could  not  be  de-» 
nied  that  the  sole  object  of  England 
had  been  to  render  Ireland  a  «aib 
""  position. 
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fimiiiMK  We  haH  bMtf  ttMtnb 
oiMT  Inelalid  f»r  tbiB  loog  pwiod  of 
tiflro.  He  repeated,  that  we  sboald 
<Mie  day  ba^  to  ^ve  an  aof oaiit  of 
imt  eCewardebip^a  bkck  acooabt 
it  woaU  be»  bat  it  must  be  forth^ 
comiDg.  Wbat  had  we  done  for 
the  eooBtry  which  we  were  bodnd 
toaidandtoproteet?  Inourfaaodi 
her  population  eeemed  a  curse  to 
her  rather  than  a  blessing.  They 
were  a  wretched,  suftbring,  degraded 
raee — ^without  motive  for  exertion 
— starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty. 
Bnt,  wretched  as  they  were,  they 
wooid  not  be  costent  to  remain. 
They  now  demanded  justice.  They 
called  the  attention  of  the  bouse^^ 
and  they  were  ready  to  prove  the 
grievfltnce ;  in  fact,  they  had  proved 
it  already^to  the  scandalous  and 
vnequal  administration  of  their 
laws.  In  England  justice  was  de- 
layed ;  but,  thank  Heaven,  it  could 
never  be  sold.  In  Ireland  it  was 
eold  to  the  rich,  refused  to  the 
poor,  and  delayed  to  all  parties. 
It  wat  in  vein  to  disguise  the  fact, 
it  was  in  vain  to  shun  disclosure  of 
the  truth.  We  stood,  as  regarded 
Ireland,  upon  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice. Things  could  not  remain 
as  they  were :  they  must  either  get 
better  or  get  woite.  He  hoped,  he 
trusted,  that  such  an  interval  might 
yet  be  granted,  as  would  allow  time 
for  measures — and  they  mu»t  be 
sweeping  ones — of  reformation; 
hot  if  that  interval  was  neglected, 
iharful  consequences  would  ensue. 
He  «iight  be  wrong  in  this  predic* 
Cion :  if  he  was  wrong,  he  did  not 
stand  alone.  He  was  backed  in 
what  he  said  by  the  spirit  of  the 
wisest  laws,  by  the  opinions  of  the 
most  faoDous  men  of  former  ages ; 
if  he  erred,  he  erred  in  company 
with  the  best  judgments  of  our  own 
time,  he  erred  with  the  common 


•mm  of  the  whob  worid,  with  the 
very  decfftee  of  Pn>videBfe,<  lo 
snpport  him.  Ww  were  driviflR 
6,000,000  of  people  to  toadnes^ 
to  despair.  What  results  wen*  W 
sonably  to  be  expected  frnm  sucU 
bUnd  obstnacy  and  injivtice?  k 
woaM  not  do  for  hoaoarabla  gentle- 
men  to  meet  this  case  with  their 
old  flimsy  defences  and  evasiQinii. 
Excuse  alter  excuse-  we  bad)  had 
for  refusing  to  do  justice  to  Ireland ; 
hut  the  gM  excuses  would  not  (kv^ 
tbAy  would  even  apply  no  loagei* 
At  one  period,  we  could  not  listen 
to  the  Catboiies  from  an  approhen* 
aien  of  Buonaparte;  at  another  pa^" 
riod,  the  question  was  abandoned 
for  fear  of  breaking  down  a  ver^ 
strong  administration;  on  a  third 
occasion,  the  olaimarits  were  met 
with  "  the  scruples  of  the  mo^ 
narch."  Buonaparte  had  since 
died  upon  the  rock  of  St  Helena^ 
tinder  solitary  confinement  and  un<* 
necessaiy  torture.  The  monarchy 
too,  was  gone  to  his  account; 
there  were  no  seruplea  in  the  pre* 
sent  King's  breast  which  weighed 
against  the  interests  of  Ireland. 
Two  objections  therefore  to  the 
claims  of  the  CathoUes  were,  by 
the  mere  lapse  of  time,  completely 
got  rid  of;  andi  for  the  third — the 
danger  of  breaking  down  a  stronig 
administration, — it  would  be  ad* 
mitted  that  we  ran  vtry  little 
hasard,  just  now,  of  doing  any 
thing  of  that  kind.  To  attempt 
any  course  with  Ireland  short  of 
a  complete  redress  of  grievances^ 
would  be  a  mockery  ol  the  evils 
under  which  she  was  suffering: 
but  the  greatest  mockery  of  all-^ 
the  most  intolerable  insult — the 
course  of  peculiar  exasperation-* 
against  which  he  cautioned  the 
boose,  was  the  undertaking  to  cure- 
the  distress  under  which  she  la« 
boured, 


376 


BRITISH    AND 


boDEied,  by  any  tbiDg  io  the  ahape 
of  new  penal  enactmeoU.  It  was 
in  these  eoaetments  alone  that  we 
had  so  £ar  shown  our  liberality  to 
Irdand.  She  had  received  penal 
laws  from  the  hands  of  England^ 
almost  as  plentifully  as  she  had 
received  blessings  and  advantages 
from  the  hands  of  Providence. 
Whathad  these  laws  done?  Check* 
ed  her  turbulence,  but  not  stifled  it. 
The  grievance  remaining  perpe* 
tnal,  the  complaint  could  only  be 
postponed.  We  might  load  her 
with  ciiaios ;  but .  in  doing  so,  we 
sbonld  not  better  ker  condition : 
by  coercion,  we  might  goad  her  on 
to  fury,  but  by  coercion  we  should 
never  break  her  spirit.  If  the  go- 
vemment  was  desirous  to  restore 
tranquillity  to  Ireland,  it  must  learn 
to  prefer  the  hearts  of  the  Irish 
people  to  the  applause  of  the 
Orange-lodges.  The  warm-hearted 
disposition  of  that  people — their 
desire  for  the  maintenance  of  cor- 
diality and  good  feeling — had  been 
sufficiently  evinced  during  his  Ma« 
jesty's  late  visit  to  Ireland ;  what 
would  not  be  the  reception  which 
they  would « give  to  their  repre- 
sentatives for  benefits  (not  bare 
promises)  actually  conferred  ?  But 
he  was  afraid  to  trust  himself  with 
the  idea  of  a  prospect  which  be 
feared  it  would  never  be  his  for- 
tune in  reality  to  behold ;  and  be- 
lieved that  he  must  come  back  to 
his  sad  original  demand — those 
rights  of  common  justice,  that 
equal  administration  of  laws,  from 
which  Ireland  was  the  only  portion 
of  Great  Britain  that  was  excluded. 
To  do  wrong  to  their  subjects  in 
some  instances,  at  least,  was  the 
common  frailty  of  governments. 
To  deny  the  wrong  upon  complaint 
being  tendered,  was  not  uncom- 
mon;   but  to  deny  the  faci,  and 


therefore  torefuse  justice,  aadopoB 
a  re-assertion  of  the  matter  of  oom- 
plaint  to  say— '*  I  deny  the  facts;  I 
refuse  redress;  I  know  that  yon 
oflbr  to  prove  them,  hut  I  did  not 
do  the  wrong,  and  will  not  consent 
to  any  inquiry" — what  was  this 
but  adding  to  injury  and  violence, 
mockery  and  insult?  He  had  done 
his  duty — he  had  released  himself 
from  his  share  of  the  responsibility 
as  to  the  8u6'eriDgs  of  Ireland.  If 
the  inquiry  which  he  had  asked 
fur  should  be  refused,  he  should 
have  most  deeply  to  deplore  it* 
But  the  satisfaction  would,  remain 
to  him  that  he  urged  the  house  tp 
their  duty,  and  had  left  no  argo- 
ments  which  he  thought  available, 
to  induce  them  to  the  adoption  of 
those  measures,  without  which,  on 
his  conscience,  he  believed  that 
there  could  be  neither  peace  for 
Ireland,  nor  safety  for  the  empire. 
— He  moved,  *'  That  the  -petition 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  pre^ 
sented  to  the  bouse,  be.  referred  to 
the  Grand  Commission  op  Courts 
of  Justice  in  Ireland. 

Mr.Gmdlmm  spoke  next,  and  al- 
leged grounds  for  refusing  the  in- 
quiry— he  believed  the  petition  to 
be  adverse  to  the  feelings^  of ^the 
majority  in  Ireland :  he  defended 
the  naagistracy* 

Sir  H,  Pameii  supported  the 
petition,  Colonel  Bony  opposed  it ; 
Mr,  C.  H,  Hvichinson  believed  the 
petition  to  be  founded  in  truth,  but 
opposed  the  inquiry.  It  was  also 
opposed  by  Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  Abcr* 
cromby^  Mr.  R.  Martin^  and  Mr^ 
Peel ;  and  supported  by  Mr*  V, 
Fitzgerdd :  after  which  the  boose 
divided — For  the  motion,  59^- 
Against  it,  139. 

The  other  orders  pf  the  day. 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

House 
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HaiOe,  of  Lafds^  June  37.-^ 
The  Royal  awent  was  given  by 
commiBsioo  to  the  following  bills: 
— ^Tbe  barilla  duties^  registry  of 
vessels,  brimstone  duties,  Scotch 
linen,  recognizances,  Irish  com- 
mercial credit,  Irish  law  offices' 
compensation,  Irish  grand  jury 
presentments,  Irish  joint  tenancy, 
and  several  private  bills.  The 
Commissioners  were  the  LordChmh 
celloTj  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury^ 
and  Earl  Bathurst. 

Lord  Dacre  presented  a  peti-» 
tion  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mid« 
dlesex  and  Surrey,  praying  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  be- 
fore which  evidence  might  be 
given  of  the  best  mode  of  letting 
small  quantities  of  land  to  labour- 
ers, as  a  means  of  bettering  the 
condition  of  the  poor. .  His  lord- 
ship now  moved  that  the  petition 
be  read,  and  intimated  bis  inten- 
tion at  some  future  period  of  mak- 
ing a  specific  motion  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  presented 
a  message  from  his  Majesty,  re- 
comniendiog  the  extension  of  the 
pension  granted  to  the  late  Earl  of 
St. Vincent,  to  the  present  Visamnt 
St.  Vincent. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool^  the  message  was  order? 
ed  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  Monday  next. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved, 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  a 
noble  friend  of  his,  who  was  desi- 
rous of  being  present  at  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  beer  bill,  that  it 
should  be  postponed  to  Tuesday 
next 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  was 
desirous  of  making  one  observation 
respecting  a  measure  which  would 
affect  the  beer  business  in  Ireland. 
He  saw  by  the  votes,  that  a  mea- 


sors  was  in  progress  in  the  other 
hoase  of  parliament,  the  avowed 
effect  of  which  was  intended  to  be 
to  make  legally  distilled  spirits  m 
Ireland  much  cheaper.  To  that 
he  had  no  objection;  hot  the  brew- 
ers of  that  country  apprehended' 
the  effect  would  be  to  diminish  the 
consumption  of  beer.  It  would  be 
a  great  misfortune  if  such  effect 
did  ensue,  not  only  to  the  brewers, 
but  with  a  view  to  the  morals  of 
the  country  ;  and  it  would  be  well 
worthy  of  the  noble  earl's  attend 
tion  to  endeavour  to  prevent  it  by 
diminishing  tlft  malt  duties ;  and, 
by  that  means,  increasing  the  con- 
sumption of  beer. — Adjourned. 

Home  of  Commons,  June  27.-*- 
The  Speaker  was  summoned  by 
the  Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black 
Rod,  to  attend  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners in  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
hear  the  Royal  assent  given  to 
several  public  and  private  bills,  (for 
which  see  Lords.) 

Mr,  Hothouse  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  a  person  of  the  name  of 
John  Jones,  of  Water-lane,  Fleet- 
street,  complaining  of  the  manner 
in  which  special  juries  are  now 
struck  by  the  Master  of  the  Crown- 
office. 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Etchequer 
brought  down  a  message  from  the 
King,  recommending  the  house  to 
take  into  its  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  to  the  present 
Viscount  St. Vincent  the  pension  and 
annuity  which  had  been  granted  to 
the  late  Eari  St.  Vincent. 

After  the  message  had  been 
read, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  that  it  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration on  Monday  next. — Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Evans  presented  a  petition 
against  slavery  from  Inverkeithing. 

Afr. 
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Mr,  F.  Pakter  presented  two 
petitkms,  oae  from  Uie  inbabilaiiUt 
of  Readings  aod  snother  froio  those 
of  Waitbala,  praying  for  the  esta- 
UiebmeAt  of  a  free  trade  in  beer. 

Mr.  Rumbold  preeented  a  peti- 
tbn  from  tbe  ehipowners  of  Yar- 
mouth agakist  the  reciprocity  of 
dattea*  bill. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn  then  moved 
that  the  order  of  the  day  be  now 
ready  for  tbe  boose  resolving  itsdf 
into  a  committee  of  tbe  whole  house 
on  the  East  India  half<-pay  bill. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  moved  as  an 
amendmenty  that  tbe  brder  of  the 
day  be  read  for  the  boose  going 
into  a  committee  on  tbe  poor  laws* 
amendment  bill. 

Tbe  amendment  being  seconded, 
and  neither  party  showing  an  in- 
clination to  give  way»  the  house 
divided,  when  there  appeared — 
For  tbe  amendment,  50 — Against 

The  poor  laws'  amendment  bill 
was  then  committed.  Tbe  report 
was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  this  day 
three  months*  Tbe  bill,  witb 
amendments,  to  be  printed. 

Tbe  poor  laws'  amendment  bill 
stood  second,  and  tbe  East  India 
half-pay  bill  sixteenth,  on  the  or- 
ders of  the  day. 

Mr.  Brougham  asked  leave  to 
trespass  for  a  few  moments  on 
the  attention  of  tbe  house.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
many  members,  that  he  had  last 
night  presented  a  petition  from  a 
Mr.  Oeorge  Rowan,  which  con- 
tained a  serious  charge  against  an 
honourable  member  of  that  house, 
lie  bad  stated  upon  that  occasion 
tbat  he  had  no  knowledge  either  of 
the  party  who  signed  tbe  petition, 
«r  of  the  charges  which  that  peti- 


tion contained.  He  hiid,  f^rifers, 
upon  tbe  suggestion  of  the  PrMi- 
dent  of  the  &^rd  of  Conttol,  after 
bearing  the  positive  denial  given 
to  the  accusation  by  the  party 
whom  it  implicated,  consented  to 
withdraw  the  petition.  He  was 
now  boond  to  stale  that  tbe  peti- 
tioner having  referred  him  for  in- 
formation to  an  bon.  member  of 
the  boose,  he  bad  made  tbe  re- 
quired reference,  and  the  result  of 
it  had  been  to  make  tbe  charges  in 
question  assume  a  much  graver  in- 
terest than  he  had  originally  at^ 
tached  to  them*  He  felt  that  he 
should,  as  a  public  servant,  desert 
his  daty  to  tbe  public,  if  he  did 
not  in  consequenoe  proceed  farther 
in  this  matter.  The  honourable 
member  to  whom  be  had  referred 
for  information,  had  written  to  him 
in  the  following  terms : — ^*  I  know 
Mr.  G.  Rowan ;  he  is  a  relative  of 
mine*  1  never  heard  any  thing 
against  htm  except  tbe  charges 
on  which  he  was  dismissed  from 
his  situation;  and  whatever  was 
the  merit  of  tbe  charges  againrt 
him,  there  can  be  no  dodl>t  that 
they  were  prosecoted  from  the 
most  base  and  treacherous  motives. 
He  is  a  clever  and  at  th*  »"« 
time  a  cautious  man/'  He  (Mr. 
Brougham)  was  not  at  liberty  to 
mention  the  name  of  his  informant, 
and  he  therefore  declined  giving 
it.  Indeed  it  was  not  necessary 
for  him  to  give  it,  «Dce  His 
informant  said  nothing  Bg^i^ 
the  honourable  member  who  15^ 
charged,  but  only  did  that  ^hich 
he  was  bound  in  justice  to  do--- 
namely,  speak  to  the  ability^  ^° 
more  particularly  to  the  caution,  ot 
Mr.  G.  Rowan.  He  now  thougM 
it  necessaiy  to  state,  that  be  sbooW 
ei^rtake  another  opportunity  w 
*^  prcewiting 
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pMseatiiig  Mr.  Rowan's  petition, 
or  ehe  groond  some  iiitBre  pro^ 
ceeding  on  it.  He  hoped  that,  in 
such  a  sitnatioii,  the  hovse  would 
allow  him  a  day  or  two  to  consider 
ol  the  line  of  conduct  which  he 
onght  to  pnrsne  npon  this  occasion* 

Mr,  Gtndbum  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  the  report  on  the  Irish 
tithes'  commotation  bill. 

Mr.  Kennedy  wished  that  the 
third  reading  of  the  Scotch  jury 
bill  should  be  allowed  precedence. 

Mr,  Goulbum  objected  to  this 
coarse,  which  was  supported  by 
Mk  Denman, 

The  house  went  in  committee 
Oft  the  Irish  tithes'  commutation 
bill,  the  report  havirig  been  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr,  Goulbum  explained  some 
aovendments  which  he  bad  intro- 
dnced  since  the  last  stages 

Mf,  V,  Fitzgerald^  at  some  length, 
expressed  his  decided  opposition  to 
them. 

On  the  clause  empowering  the 
coiomiseioners  to  fix  the  composi- 
tion at  not  more  than  one- third  of 
the  annual  vatue^ 

Mr,  Qikrafi  objected  to  this 
clause^  and  suggested  that  it  should 
be  limited  to  one-fifth  instead  of 
one-third. 

JIfr.  Gotf^m  said  that  the  Umi-> 
tation  to  one-third  had  been  duly 
coDsidered,  and  was  thought  to  be 
adapted  to  the  justice  of  the  case ; 
but  if  it  should  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee that  one-fifth  was  a  more 
suitable  proposition,  he  had  no  wish 
to  press  the  other  amount. 

AiX^T  a  conversation  of  consi- 
derable length,  the  clause,  as 
amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Some  conversation  then  ensued, 
in  which  SirH.  PameU^  Mr,  Gouh- 
bum,  Mr.  V.  FitXgeraidf   CoUmel 


harry  ^  Mr,  WetkertU,  Sir  J,  Nem* 
port,  Mr,  J.  SmUky  Mr.  Peelt 
Mr,  8.  Rice^  and  Mr,  Monck  parti-^ 
eipated,  relative  to  a  variety  oi 
verbal  alterations,  which  were 
agreed  to. 

The  houee  resumed,  the  Chair-- 
man  reported  progress,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  00 
Tnesday  next. 

Mr.  Cammg  tsaofvtd  that  the 
house  at  its  rising  do  adjoonii  to 
Monday. — Ordered. 

Mr.  C.  Wynn  moved  that  the 
boose  should  resolve  itself  inti^  » 
Committee  on  the  East  India  half* 
pay  bill. 

Mr,  Daly  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  explicitly  wben  the 
motion  relative  to  the  conduct  of  a 
high  legal  character  in  Ireland 
was  likely  to  conoi  on  ?  The  right 
hon.  gent  would  forgive  him  ior 
venturing  to  put  this  question  be- 
fore the  house  went  intocommitlee, 
seeing  that  it  was  highly  expedient,' 
and  but  Just,  that  no  unnecessary 
delay  whatever  should  be  allowed^ 
to  intervene,  where  an  inquiry  of 
so  serious  a  nature  was  pending 
still  over  the  head  of  an  individuak 

Mf,  Rice  was  satisfied,  that  no 
one  could  impute  the  delay  which^ 
certainly  had  arisen  in  the  brings 
ing  forward  this  matter,  to  hihft;; 
for  he  appealed  to  most  of  the  ho^-' 
nourable  members  who  heard  him/ 
whether  it  had  not  gone  ox'er  from' 
day  to  day,  without  being  brought 
to  a  final  issue;  and  wbethe#  he 
himself  had  not  been  in  his  place- 
every  evening,  anxiously  ofieritogf 
himself  to  the  house,  and  perfectly 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  qucstiooy 
whenever  the  house  might  feel  dis«>' 
posoH  to  entertain  the  business. 
His  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Daly) 
could  not  mean  to  impute*  therefore^ 
those  continued  postponements  to 

him. 
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him.  He  was  most  anxious  that 
the  house  woald  fix. 'some  specific 
day,  on  which  it  should  be  clearly 
understood  that  the  discussion  was 
to  come  on. 

Mr,  Daly 9  in  explanation,  bore 
teetimony  to  the  anxiety  which 
his  honourable  friend  bad  mani- 
fested to  bring  the  subject  on  ;  and 
he  now  rose  only  for  the  purpose 
of  affording  hon.  gentlemen  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  when  to  ex- 
pect the  debate. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
upon  looking  to  the  ordei^book, 
found  that  for  Wednesday  next 
only  two  motions  were  put  down 
—neither  of  which  could  occupy 
any  considerable  portion  of  time, 
and  one  of  which  he  doubted  not 
that  an  honourable  friend  of  his 
would  willingly  postpone  in  favour 
of  the  committee  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Chief  Baron.  His  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequers)  own 
notice  about  the  budget  also  stood 
for  Wednesday;  but  that  would 
occupy  very  httle  or  no  time  at 
all.  On  the  next  day,  however, 
Thursday,)  there  was  but  one  no- 
tice of  a  motion  entered — that  of 
an  honourable  and  learned  gentle* 
man  about  our  foreign  policy.  As 
it  was  understood,  however,  that 
that  motion  would  not  be  pressed 
this  session,  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Rice)  had,  perhaps,  better  fix  his 
committee  for  Thursday. 

Mr,  Rice  assented. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  East  India 
half-pay  bill. 

Mr.  Wynn  stated  that  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  bill  was  to  pay 
the  salaries  and  half-pay  of  of- 
ficers, civil  and  military,  and  of 
the  Judges  of  India,  in  rupees, 
instead  of  pounds  sterling  as  here- 
tofore. 


The  house  resumed,  and  the  re- 
port was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Monday. 

Mr.  J4  Smith  moved  the  se* 
cond  reading  of  the  law  merchant 
bill.  The  object  of  it  was,  he  ob- 
served, to  give  to  factors  the  power 
of  raising  money  on  goods  con- 
signed to  them  under  parUcular 
circumstances.  Great  inconve- 
nience and  much  serious  injury  had 
arisen  to  many  individuals  from 
the  want  of  fixed  regulations  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Huskisson  said  he  would 
not  object  to  the  second  read- 
ing; but  he  trusted  that  while  the 
interest  of  one  party  concerned 
in  this  important  subject  was  at- 
tended to,  that  of  the  others  might 
not  be  compromised  or  Ipst  sight 
of. 

The  Attorney-General  would  not 
oppose  the  motion ;  but  he  doubted 
whether  there  was  sufficient  tinie, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
for  going  on  with  so  important  a 
measure, 

The  Lord  Mayor  expressed  t 
hope  that  it  was  not  too  late  to  de- 
vise some  remedy. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  cooooiitted 
on  Tuesday  next 

Mr.  Sergeant  Onslow  moved  the 
farther  conrideration  of  the  report 
of  the  usury  bill. 

A  Member  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  received  that  day  three 
montlis. 

The  Lord  Mayor  seconded  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Gooch,  Mr.  F.  P^f' 
Mr.  Calcr^,  and  the  Chanced 
of  the  Exchequer,  opposed  tne 
bill.  . 

Mr.J.SmUh,  Mr.Rkardo,  and 
Sir  J.  Sebright  supported  it. 

Mr,  Sergeant  Onslotv  rephe^l;^^^^ 
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The  house  divided  —  For  the 
ameDdmenti  26 — For  the  hill,  ftl. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  dispoeed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  ofLordsj  June  80. — ^The 
Earl  of  Liverpool  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  several  bilk  for 
amending  the  criminal  laws,  which 
had  been  brought  up  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  His  lord- 
ship, at  the  same  time,  explained 
the  nature  of  each  bill ;  and  they 
were  all  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Leimard  brought  up  from 
the  House  of  Commons  the  felo  de 
se  abolitien  bill. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  brought  up  the 
South  wark  Court  of  Requests  bill 
froni  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  house  having  resolved  it- 
self into  a  committee  for  legalising 
marriages  in  Russia, 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  wish 
that  the  Bill  had  extended  to  the 
marriages  of  British  subjects  by 
the  chapkdns  of  all  oar  ambaasa* 
dora  abroad. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  had  been 
fifty  years  in  the  profession,  and 
had  never  heard  any  lawyer  ex- 
press a  doubt  on  that  subject,  nor 
had  his  lordship  any. 

An  address  was  voted  to  his  Ma- 
jesty on  the  pension  of  the  late 
Lord  St.  Vincent  being  settled  on 
his  successor,  of  which  some  doubt 
had  arisen  from  the  union  with 
Ireland. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  lover" 
fool  **  the  bill  for  appointing  com- 
missioners to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  appeals  from  Scotland,"  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed. 

On  the  noble  lord  moving  that 
the  house  sit  five  days  in  a  wedc 
to  hear  such  causes,  a  debate  arose, 


in  whkh  it  was  opposed  by  Lords 
OrosvenoTf  Aberdeen^  &c.  and  was 
adjourned  till  next  day.— Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  June  80. — 
Mr.  S.  IVortUy  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  on  the  sale  of  game  biU, 
for  the  purpose  of  postponing  it 
till  next  session. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hume  presented  a  petition 
from  a  person  named  Mitford, 
praying  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  private  madhouses,  which  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Hothouse. 

Mr.  Brougham  defended  the 
conduct  of  Dr.  Warburton,  and 
thought  such  petitions  must  be 
received  with  many  grains  of  al- 
lowance. 

Mr,  G.  Bennet  knew  many  of 
the  facts  stated  by  that  writer  to 
be  false,  and  hoped  he  would  be 
prosecuted:  he  wished,  however, 
for  inquiry. 

Petition  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  petitions  were  presented 
against  slavery—against  the  as- 
sessed taxes — and  for  a  repeal  of 
the  combination  laws. 

Mr.  Kennedy  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Scotch  juries  bill, 
which  was  opposed  by  Lord  Bin" 
ningy  &c. 

After  some  debate  the  house  di- 
vided— For  the  bill,  56 — Against 
it,  21.. 

The  house  then  went  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Irish  distilleries  bilh 
•—To  report  to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Nugent^ 
the  house  went  into  a  committee  on 
the  English  Catholics  elective  fran- 
chise bill. 

Messrs.  Banks  jun,  and  sen.  op- 
posed it,  as  leading  the  way  to  ad- 
mit Catholics  into  parliament. 

Mr.  Feel  could  not  allow  this, 
and  saw  no  objection  to  the  mea- 
sure. 

Mr.  Butierworth  opposed  it 
warmlv 
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warmlyt  daaifld  that  the  Catholics 
were  a  whit  more  liberal  than  for- 
jnerly,  and  felt  much  alarm  from 
the  countenance  given  to  Jesuits  in 
these  kingdoDis. 

Jfr.  Hume  protested  against 
such  intolerant  langui^e,  and 
thoughtthe  Protestant  Jesuits  much 
more  to  be  dreaded — he  meant  the 
MfitfaodisUH^^tbe  greatest  enemies 
of  the  church  of  England* 

Mr.  Buitenoorthf  in  return,  ac« 
cused  Mr*  Hume  as  the  abettor  of 
Carlile*8  opinions. 

Mr»  Hume  denied  this  with 
great  warmth,  and  amidst  load 
cries  of  order. 


«  '  TbeChai^)Mo<Afr•Bn|g<2(lt)in- 
terfer0dt  and  order  being  restored, 
the  honee  divided-^For  the  biU|  89 
— Against  it,  SO. 

Mr,  Goulbum  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Irish  tDsurrectioo 
act  After  some  opposition  from 
Mr.  G.  Bemet  and  Mr.  DenrnMy 
the  bill  WM  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  Irish  unlawful  oaths  bill 
went  through  the  committefi  with- 
out alterations. 

The  King's  meuage  oo  I/>rd 
St.  Vincent's  pension  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  house  adjourned. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Appellate  Jurisdiction. — Supply.  ^Proseattion  for  Infidel  PubScaiunu.^ 

The  Budget.^Baron  O'Grady East  India  Trade  BiU.SlaxcTradc 

Consolidation  Bill. — Scotch  Entails. — IritA  Imurrection  Act^-^^M^r' 
riage  Act  Amendment. ^Nexo  South  IVales.—Land  Tax.--BaigUk 
CathoUcs.—Jurors  Qualification.— Court  of  Chancery. ^Scottish  laa 
Conmiission.'^IlUgal  Oaths  (Ireland)  BUL-^Slaves  at  Honduras.-- 
Churches  in  Ireland.— SUk  Manufactures.— Highlands  Church  5«8»— 
Sundry  Petitions^  4^* — Prorogation  of  Parliam^it* 


JJOUSE  of  Lords,  July  1.— Jfr. 
Brogden^  accompanied  by  seve- 
ml  members  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, brought  up  the  Scotch  com- 
missary courts,  Highland  churches, 
Irish  insurrection,  and  Scotch  jury 
courts  bills,  which  were  read  the 
first  time. 

On  the  motion  of  tlie  Earl  of 
Limerpoolf  the  five  bills  for  modi* 
fying  the  criminal  laws  went 
through  committees,  and  were  re- 
ported without  amendments. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 


the   London  Bridge  bill  and  the 
beer  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  cf 
UverpooU  the  beer  bill  then  went 
through  a  committee  pro  fom»% 
and  the  third  reading  was  fixed  for  , 
Friday  next 

The  second  reading  of  the  In* 
insurrection  act  was  fixed  for  Fn- 
day  next,  on  the  understanding 
that  no  discussion  should  take  pUc^ 
on  that  day. 

The  appellate  jurisdiction  bill 
went  through  a  committee*— R*" 

pert 
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port  ordered   to  be  received  to* 
morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then 
read  fur  the  house  resuming  the 
debate  on  the  resolutions  relating 
to  the  alteration  of  the  standing 
order  of  the  house,  fixing  five  days 
instead  of  three  days  in  the  week 
for  hearing  appeals. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions 
were  put,  and  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

On  the  third  resolution,  which 
went  to  make  the  attend^ce  of 
peers  compulsory  on  the  hearing  of 
appeals, 

Their  lordships  divided  ^Con- 
tent, «7 — Not  Content,  11.— Ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Conwumst  Juljjf  1. — On 
the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exciequfff  the  report  of  the  pom- 
m.ittee  appointed  to  popsidfsr  his 
miyesty's  message  relative  to  the 
p^psion  pf  Viscoufit  ^U  Vincent 
was  received ;  and  a  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  prepared  accordingly. 

Petitions  were  presented  against 
tl)e  reciprocity  duties  bill-— for  re- 
form in  parliament. 

Mr,  Lushington  moved  that  a 
snni,  nut  exceeding  40,000/.  sboqld 
be  granted  for  the  new  buildings 
to  be  erected  at  the  British  Mu- 
seum for  the  reception  of  the  Royal 
library. 

Mr,  Bankfs  ivish^  to  add,  as 
an  amend^nent,  '^and  that  this 
^^m  be  granted  without  fee  or  de- 
duction." 

Afr.  Qroktr  rose  to  move  an 
acneodmfnt  to  the  words  of  the 
resolution,  '*  That  it  is  expedient* 
before  any  buildings  afe  undertaken, 
t^t  a  general  design  and  estimate 
should  be  prepared  under  the  di- 
rection, and  subject  to  the  appro- 
vat,  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury." 


Mr*  Bmkes'i  amendment 

then  agreed  to  without  a  divisioo. 
For  the  amendment,  ftO — For  the 
original  motion,  54. 

Upon  the  resolution  fur  granting 
9,^0/.  for  building  church^  and 
for  purchasing  gjebe  for  the  clei^gy 
in  Ireland, 

Mr,  Hume  said  he  was  comr 
pelled  to  divide  the  house  upon 
this  item,  for  which  he  thought  no 
suiicient  reason  had  been  given  by 
ministers. 

The  gallery  was  again  cleared 
for  a  division.  For  the  resolution, 
66 — Against  it,  Sd. 

The  other  rosolutioos  were  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

Mr,  Brougham  again  presented 
the  petition  of  George  Rowan,  after 
haviqg  inquired  into  his  eharacter, 
apd  having  found  that  he  was  a  man 
of  veracity  and  good  reputation, 
and  one  whose  statement,  prima 
facUt  be  was  bound  te  consider  as 
eptitled  to  credit.  But  here  he 
must  observe,  that,  on  presenting  i| 
petition,  a  member  could  not  he 
held  answerable  for  tbe  accuracy  of 
ite  contents.  If  be  believed  the 
party  te  be  entitled  to  credit,  he. 
was  bound  to  present  the  peti* 
tion,  and  ceuld  be  held  aosi^er* 
able,  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  he  stood  up  in  his  place  in 
parliament  and  made  the  same 
assertione  on  his  own  authority. 
He  had  done  all  that  he  could 
efiect,  by  cautioning  the  petitioner 
that  in  making  a  charge  againat 
any  member  he  was  bound  to  make 
good  his  charge,  or  he  must  pre- 
pare to  sui^r  the  punishmeol 
which  awaited  a  breach  of  privir 
lege.  He  moved  that  the  petition 
be  brought  up ;  and  upon  the  nexc 
motion  for  laying  it  upon  the  table 
there  vould  be  opportunity  enough 

for 
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for  partkularly  discussing  the  con- 
tents of  it. 

Mr,  C.  W.  Wynn  opposed  the 
bringing  up  this  petition. 

Mr.  Brougham  hoped,  although 
in  point  of  strictness  he  was  not 
entitled  at  this  moment  to  reply, 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  add  a 
few  words.  He  was  fully  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  turning  the  course 
o/the  criminal  law  into  this  house. 
But  there  was  another  and  not  a 
less  important  difficulty — that  the 
house  of  commons  should  avoid 
the  imputation  of  being  too  slow 
in  receiving  charges  against  its 
own  members.  Here  was  a  dis- 
tinct charge  of  the  abuse  of  patron- 
age by  a  member  of  a  county.  In  the 
case  of  Lord  Melville,  he  bad  been 
censured  by  the  house  for  an  indict- 
able offence,  and  the  house  had 
afterwards  directed  his  prosecution 
by  the  Attorney-General,  although 
that  mode  of  proceeding  was  after- 
wards abandoned  for  that  of  im- 
peachment. His  right  honourable 
friend  would  say  that  this  was  in 
his  office  of  public  treasurer ;  but 
tbere  was  another  case — that  of 
Thomas  Ridge,  a  member  of  the 
b(nisein  1710,  who  was  a  brewer 
and  a  contractor  with  the  victual- 
ling  board ;  but  not,  therefore,  a 
public  functuary.  He  contracted 
to  furnish  8000  tuns  of  beer,  and 
delivered  4)nly  3000,  having  receiv- 
ed payment  for  the  whole.  The 
bouse  examined  into  the  charges, 
expelled  the  member,  and  followed 
that  proceeding  by  an  order  to  the 
Attorney-General  to  prosecute ;  so 
that  he  was  sent  upon  his  trial, 
not  only  with  the  vote  of  the  house 
about  his  neck,  but  under  the  ad- 
ditional wdght  of  their  sentence  of 
expulsion.  Of  so  little  importance 
did  he  (Mr.  Brougham)  consider 
this,  that  lie  thought  a  man  could 


not  go  into  beurt  with  a  better 
chance  in  his  favour  than  under  a 
prosecution  by  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the 
house.  He  thought,  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulty  which  he  ad- 
mitted, the  house  could  not  refuse 
to  receive  the  petition.  When  a 
day  should  be  fixed  for  its'  future 
discussion,  the  Attorney-General 
might  be  directed  to  prosecute, 
and  thus  the  difficulty  would  be  ^t 
rid  of. 

Mr,  Wt/nn  said  that  the  house, 
being  the  guardians  of  the  public 
purse,  could  not  discharge  that 
duty  without  proceeding  as  they 
had  done  in  the  case  quoted  by  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend. 

Mr, Maurice  FUzgerald  rose  with 
great  pain  to  speak  of  the  conduct 
of  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
was  his  own  colleague.  He  was 
compelled  to  do  so  in  consequence 
of  an  allusion  which  had  been 
made  to  him  in  the  speech  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  on 
Friday-  last,  and  which  had  been 
made  public  in  a  paper  distin- 
guished by  the  fairness  and  abi- 
lity of  its  reports.  He  (Mr. 
J^itzgerald)  had  been  applied  to 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  as  to 
the  character  of  the  petitioner;  and 
feeling  that  he  had  no  right  to  re- 
fuse the  information  required,  he 
communicated  it  in  the  following 
terms,  which  his  honourable  friend 
had  read  in  the  house : — **  I  know 
Mr.  G.  Rowan ;  he  is  a  relative  of 
mine.  I  never  heard  any  thing 
against  him,  except  the  charges  on 
which  he  was  dismissed  from  his 
situation ;  and  whatever  was  the 
merit  of  the  charges  against  htm, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  tiiat  they 
were  prosecuted  from  the  most 
base  and  treacherous  motive.  He 
is  a  clever  and  at  the  same  time  a 
cautious 
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cautiods  man."  He  added,  how- 
ever, that  as  there  had  been  elec- 
tion jealousies  between  his  friends 
and  those  of  Colonel  Cnisbie,  he 
wished  to  avoid  any  interference  in 
the  business,  and  particularly  re- 
quested that  his  name  might  not 
be  mentioned.  Whether  this  did 
or  did  not  preclude  his  honourable 
and> learned  friend  from  mentioning 
his  name,  the  house  would  decide ; 
bat  he  must  now  state  it  was  his 
intention  that  he  should  not  do  so. 
Not  that  he  had  wished  to  conceal 
his  having  given  the  petitioner's 
character,  but  he  wished  not  to  tend 
any  corroboration  to  the  charges 
which  had  been  made.  In  this 
spirit  be  wrote  the  letter  which 
had  been  quoted,  and  in  this  spirit 
he  wished  it  to  be  carried  into  the 
house.  He  was  satisfied  that  his 
explanation  would  be  sufficient  to 
gentlemen  who  heard  him,  on 
whatever  side  of  the  house  they 
sat;  because  he  knew  that  personal 
feelings  in  matters  so  delicate  as 
that  of  which  he  was  speaking  were 
held  by  them  paramount  to  all  po- 
litical inclinations :  but  it  had  been 
hinted  to  him  that  it  might  else- 
where be  believed  that  the  petition 
had  been  caused  by  him.  To  those 
who  knew  him  it  was  enough  to 
say  that  such  an  imputation  must 
be^  of  its  nature,  false.  If  he  had 
thougbi  it  nece*>sary  la  make  any 
ellargf,  lie  sliould  imt  have  dis- 
gmciMJ  himself  by  adopting  any  in- 
libect  mcanst  So  far  from  eti- 
cauragili'^  *'-e  charge,  lie  had  aba- 
tttinoff  II     cor  rif  spoiu!  e  n  ce 

H^  ^r,^  he  haii 
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and  he  wrote  confidentially  to  a 
friend  of  his,  Colonel  Church,  de- 
siring he  would  have  it  understood 
that  he  was  no  party  to  the  affair. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
charge  had  given  greater  pain  to 
no  individual  (his  hon.  colleague 
excepted)  than  himself.  He  trust- 
ed that  he  had  now  removed  the  im- 
pression which  the  partial  quota- 
tion of  his  letter  had  occasioned. 

Mr,  Brougham  explained. 

Colonel  Crosbie  expressed  him- 
self perfectly  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planation of  his  honourable  col- 
league, which  had  removed  the  im- 
pression caused  by  reading  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman. 

Mr.M.  Fitzgerald  said,  that  the 
phrase  *'  base  and  treacherous," 
applied  only  to  the  means  by 
which  the  charges  had  been  pre- 
ferred, and  were  adopted  from  a 
former  petition  which  had  been 
presented  in  1819.  They  referred 
to  a  person  who  had  formerlv  been 
employed  in  the  petitioners  ser- 
vice, not  to  his  hon.  colleague, 
not  to  the  persons  by  whom  the 
petitioner  was  tried,  and  least  of 
all  to  the  Government  by  which 
he  had  been  dismissed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Afr.  Pee/, 
the  petition  was  brought  up  aiMi 
read. 

On  the  motion  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table, 

Af/v  Wynn  opposed  it*  and  re- 
commended that  the  petition  should 
be  withdrawn,  and  placed  in  tbe 
hands  of  the  proper  bfhCers^ 

The  house  then  divided,  and  the 
numbers  for  laying  the  petition  on 
the  table  were — Ayes,  26 — Noes, 
51.  The  petition  was  therefore 
rejected. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  if  the  peti- 
tioner should  askhis  advice  as  to 
Z  B  his 
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his  future  proceedings,  be  gfioold 
recoQimend  hioi  Dot  to  take  ooe 
Airther  step,  nor  to  spend  one  far- 
thing of  his  money  in  attempting 
to  gain  redress. 

Mr,  Hume  presented  a  petition 
against  prosecution  for  the  public 
cation  of  infidel  works,  signed  by 
204i7  persons,  of  whom  98  were* 
lAifiisters.  He  proposed  to  follow 
up  the  reading  oif  the  petition  with 
a  motion  which  he  should  submit 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  which, 
if  adopted  by  the  house,  as  he  anxi- 
ously hoped  it  would  be,  would  tend 
to  check  the  mischief  which  had 
been  caused  by  recent  proceedings. 
^  On  the  motion  that  the  petition 
be  printed, 

Mr.  BuHerxDortk  asked  by  how 
many  ministers  of  the  Church  of 
England  this  petition  was  signed, 
and  of  what  class  of  dissenters  the 
other  petitioners  consisted. 

Mr.  Hume  replied,  that  it  was 
signed  by  dissenters  of  all  classes, 
and  the  names  of  the  ministers 
were  in  a  separate  column'. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  see.  the 
pertinency  of  the  honourable  mem-«> 
ber^s  question.  The  petition  was 
however  signed,  he  could  aseure 
him,  by  persons  whose  religious 
opinions  were  as  perfectly  opposed 
to  each  other  as  possible. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hume  then  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  His  object 
was  to  obtain  the  admission  of  that 
principle  which  he  had  always 
;hought  to  be  part  of  the  law  o  f 
this  country — ^namely,  that  every 
mdividual  was  en|itled  to  freedom 
of  discussion  on  ail  subjects,  whe- 
ther controversial  or  religious. 
The  hoD.  member  then  went  at 
some  length  into  the  subject,  aad 


quoted  the  opiikfons  in  his  ftivuuri 
of  Tillotson,  Lowtb,  Warburtoii, 
Lardner,  Campbell,  Chillingworth; 
and  others^  The  hon.  member 
concluded  by  moving  '^  That  it  is 
the  vpinioD  of  this  house  thai  free 
discussion  has  been  attended  with 
Doore  benefit  than  injury  to  the 
community,  and  it  is  unjust  and 
inexpedient  to  expose  any  person 
to  legal  penalties  on  account  of  the 
expression  of  opinions  on  matters 
of  religion." 

Aftor  some  observations  from 
Mr.  WilberforcCf  Mr.  Bacurdo, 
Mr.  Peely  and  some  other  mem- 
bers, 

Mr.  Hume  said  he  would  not 
press  the  house  to  a  di vision  on  the 
resolutions,  because,  if  they  shonkl 
be  affirmed,  there  would  not  be 
time  to  pass  a  bill  founded  upon 
tiiem  during  the  present  session* 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  que»* 
tion  on  the  resolutions,  which 
were  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gratian  moved  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  woukL 
direct  a  prosecution  to  be  com^ 
menced  by  the  Attorney-General 
against  the  corporation  of  Dublin 
for  misufiauagement  of  the  pipe, 
water,  and  metal  inain  aecounta. 

Mr.  S*  Rke  seconded  the  mo* 
tion,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Dawson  and  Mr.  Goulbum. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  S. 
Riccj  in  explanation,  Mr.  Grattan 
consented  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 
The  report  on  the  Irish  tithe  com* 
position  bill  was  brought  up,  and 
the  amendments  read  and  agreed 
to.  On  the  motion  of  Mr^  J. 
Smithf  the  law  merchant  bill  went 
through  a  committee. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  re* 

port  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 

consideration 
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comderedcn'on  Thursday  next.— 
Adjourned* 

Houte  a/LordSf  Jnfy  t. — A  mes- 
sage from  the  Commons  brooght 
np  the  Londotwdook  Compan/s 
bill,  which  wae  read  the  firat  time. 

The  Highland  roads'  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  ahd  passed. 

iSa//  Grogpemr  pteaeoted  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  architects,  com» 
plaintng  of  a  particular  clause  in 
the  London-bridge  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Ijord  Melville, 
a  clause  was  introduced  into  the 
London-bridge  bill,  modifying  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  gives  a  power 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to 
alter  the  plane. 

The  EuH  o/Lvoerpool  said,  thai 
tt  never  was  the  intention  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Treksary  shonld  make 
alterations  ;  but  only  that  they 
shonld  have  a  general  official  su- 
perviskw. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to,  and 
tbe  b|H  read  the  third  time,  and 
pasttsd. 

The  bills  for  altering  the  crimi^ 
nal  laws  wsfre  forwarded  one  stage, 
with  the  exception  of  the  larcenies^ 
hill,'  which,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Lord  ChaneeUory  was  postponed  to 
Friday. 

On  the  bringing  up  of  the  report 
on  the  Scotch  commissioners  of  in- 
qoity  biU, 

i^l  Grofoewor  proposed  to  iiy- 
seh  a  clause  to  empower  the  eom- 
nassionere  to>  ini|uire  •  into  the  na- 
tare  of  tiie  office  of  Lord  Justsoe 
General  of  Scotland,  with  a  view 
tc^  he 'b^og  aboikfaed. 

The  Eeuri  of  Lioerpoo/  opposed 
the  clause,  on  the  ground  of  the 
important  duties  already  devolved 
upon  the  Commissioners,  and  the 
^limited  tittie  in.  which  the  raport 
mutt  be  made. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl 


of  Abei^deen,'  Earl  Grosvendr  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  report  was  theu  agreed  to. 
— Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons^  Jitly  H.— 
Mr.  Wilberforce  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  persons  at  Per-^ 
shore,  in  Worcestershire,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Several  petitions  were  presented 
from  other  places  to  the  same  ef- 
fect. 

Mr.F,  BuxioH  movedi  tJiat  there 
should  be  laid  before  the  house  an 
account  of  all  medicines  furnished 
by  the  Apothecaries'  Company  to 
the  army  and  navy  within  the  laftt 
five  years;  with'  the  c<irre8pon- 
dence  between  the  Admiralty  aiid 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  as  to 
prices* 

Mr.  A,,Roifart$  presented  a  peti^ 
tion  from  ^he  masters,  mates,  and 
seamen  of  merchant  vessels  in  the 
poit  of  London,  against  the  reoipn>- 
city  of  duties  bill. 

Mr.  T.  Wikon  presented  a  simi- 
lar petition  from  the  ship-owners 
of  London,  who  complained  of  thi 
manner  in  which  the  evidence  was 
taken  in  the  committee  on  the  bitt. 

Mr.  Thompmm  presented*  a  peti- 
tion from  mercbanta  of  the  city  of 
London,  coctoplaining  of  the  high 
duties,  upon  foreign  seed.— Laid 
upon  the  tahie^ 

Sir  J,  Macintosh  presented  a  pe< 
tition  from  John  Clark,  late  sur- 
geon of  the  Berkshire  militia,  com- 
plaining of  the  regulations  with 
resp^  to  tiie  pay  of  retired  militia 
surgeons.^^Ordei^  to  be  printedi 

Me  theu  presented  another  peti- 
tion of  a  more  public  n&ture,  from 
a:  merchant^  an  inhabitant «»f  New 
South  Wales,  complainiiigof  a  bill 
now  before  the  house,  which,  ^ 
the  petitioner  alleged,  went  to  de* 
prive  that  colony  of  iu  most  im- 
S  B  2  portant 
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portant  privileges.  By  the  4th, 
6lb,  and  44th  clauses,  it  was  in- 
tended to  take  away  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury,  and  substitute  a  sort 
of  court-martial,  which  was  most 
fallaciously  called  a  jury.  The 
third  clause  gave  the  Governor  a 
power  of  arbitrarily  sending  any 
one  who  might  be  objectionable  to 
him  to  Great  Britain,  away  from 
his  family,  friends,  and  bosioess, 
upon  his  own  bare  surmise,  or  the 
information  of  an  unknown  accuser, 
without  the  pretence  of  trial.  The 
petitioner  prayed  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  against  the  bill,  and  he 
(Sir  J.  Macintosh)  only  wished  to 
know,  before  going  farther  into  his 
statement,  whether  or  not  thehe 
would  be  any  objection  to  granting 
that  prayer  of  the  petition.  Be- 
cause, if  the  honourable  gentlemen 
opposite  opposed  that  part  of  the 
petition,  it  would  be  incumbeut 
«  upon  him  to  go  more  at  large  into 
the  merits  of  the  case  than  he  felt 
inclined  otherwise  to  do. 

Mr»  Wilmot  said,  to  save  time, 
be  would  state  that  there  were  the 
strongest  objections  to  allowing  the 
prayer  of  the  petition. 

^>  /•  MacUUosh  said,  that  being 
the  ease,  he  was  bound  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
interests  of  a  colony  of  growing  im«* 
portance  t<r  this  country,  whose 
•presrat  rights  and  future  destinies 
-were  to  be  most  materially  affected 
•4»y  the  bill  in  question.  There  was 
a  larger  European  po|mlation  in 
New  South  Wales  than  (by  the 
computation  of  Mr.  Bryan  Ed- 
wards) was  now  contained  in  the 
whole  of  Asia.  It  was  the  solemn 
duty  of  Parliament  to  take  care 
that  the  iostitutiQn  of  a  settlement 
likely  to  attain  to  a  high  degree  of 
p<rfiliGftl  consequence  should  not  be 
endan^ed  by  associating  tyranny 


and  despotism  with  their  infancy. 
Let  them  remember  what  had  been 
the  fate  of  America.  By  imparting 
early  the  free  institutions  of  this 
country  to  them,  the  states  of  Ame- 
rica had  risen  to  a  degree  of  power 
which,  for  the  rapidity  of  its 
growth  and  its  greatness,  was  une- 
qualled among  mankind.  Let  it 
not  be  pretended  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  this  government  to 
give  trial  by  jury  to  New  South 
Wales.  The  contrary  expectation 
had  been  held  out  by  Governor 
Hunter,  and  after  him  by  Gover- 
nors Bligh,  Bent,  and  Macquarrie. 
Neither  could  it  be  pretended  that 
the  settlement  could  not  ivmiab 
a  sufficient  number  of  qualified 
persons  from  among  whom  juries 
could  be  formed.  There  were 
3000  landholders  settled  there, 
having  between  fifty  and  sixty 
acres  each.  The  new  regulation 
went  to  compose  the  juries  of  a 
majority  of  naval  ^nd  military  ofiSh 
cers  from  those  who  might  happen 
to  be  on  the.  station.  If  the  ex- 
ercise of  arbitrary^power  were  to  be 
dreaded  any  where,  it  would  be  in 
a  settlement  like  that  of  New 
South  Wales,  which  was  too  re- 
mote for  the  effectual  interference 
of  the  parental  government.  It 
was  bis  tntentioot  after  the  peti«^ 
tion  was  disposed  of,  to  move 
that  counsel  be  heard  in  support 
of  the  petition  on  the  next  day 
of  discussion  upon  the  bill,  which 
he  believed  would  be  oo  Friday 
next. 

A  fter  some  observations  from  ae- 
yeral  members^  the  house  divided : 
—For  the  motion,  47— Againat  it, 
60. 

Mr.  Maberfy  presented  a  peti- 
tion, from    ThiMnas    Hazard,    of 
Queeu-street,  Edgeware-road,  com- 
plaining that  he  was  on  the  Sd  of 
March, 
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March,  18^,  arrested  on  a  false 
charge  of  high  treason,  and  com- 
AiCted  to  Tothill-fieida  Bridewell, 
hut  not  proeecuted.  The  petitioner 
stated  that  he  had  sustained  various 
losses  to  the  amount  of  260/.,  and 
prayed  a  recompense.  —  On  the 
petition  being  brought  up  and  read, 

The  Speaker  asked  whether  it 
bad  the  concurrence  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  crown?  He  observed, 
that  the  petition  asked  distinctly 
for  a  sum  of  money,  and  could  not 
therefore  be  received,  pursuant  to 
the  forms  of  Parliamenr,  without 
such  concurrence. 

MnMaberhf  replied,  that  he  had 
oot  the  consent  of  the  ministers ; 
and  after  a  short  conversation  be- 
tween the  Speaker  and  Mr,  Hume, 
Mr.  Maberh/  withdrew  the  petition. 

A  message  was  received  from 
the  Lords,  stating  that  their  lord- 
ships had  passed  several  bills. 

Mr,  F,  Buxton  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving,  that  the  papers  on 
the  (able  relative  to  the  capture  of 
the  ship  RequtHf  should  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee ;  at  the  same 
time  he  proposed,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  house,  to  lay  before  it  a 
statement  of  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Ogilvie,  by  whom  the  vessel  had 
actually  been  taken.  In  the  year 
1814the British  army,  under  Lord 
Beresford,  who  was  then  second  in 
command  to  Lord  Dalhousie,  be- 
came masters  of  Bordeaux.  Lord 
Beresford  directed  Mr.  Ogilvie,  in 
the  execution  of  his  duty  as  a 
commissariat  officer,  to  proceed  to 
take  possession  of  the  ships  in  the 
river,  and  to  secure  them.  That 
gentleman  proceeded  to  execute 
this  coin  mission,  and  had  dis- 
charged it,  when  the  clerk  sug- 
gested to  him  that  vesseb  some- 
times lay  lower  down  the  river; 
upon  whichy'Mr.  Ogilvie,  having 


engaged  ten  French  royalist  sailors, 
directed  them  to  row  down  the  > 
river.  When  he  had  proceeded ' 
about  two  miles,  be  discovered, 
on  turning  the  angle  of  the  stream, 
two  vessels  lying  near  the  shore, 
one  of  which  was  a  ship  of  war, 
and  the  other  a  merchantman. 
The  sailors  immediately  recognised 
the  first  to  be  an  American  priva« 
teer,  which  had  been  very  success- 
ful against  the  English  merchant 
vessels,  and  the  other  to  be  an 
English  merchantman.  Mr.  Ogil- 
vie immediately  retired  behind  a 
neck  of  land ;  and  here  he  (Mr. 
Buxton)  was  ready  to  admit,  that, 
but  for  some  further  information 
which  Mr.  Ogilvie  received,  he 
would  not  have  attempted  the  cap- 
ture. But  just  at  this  moment  he 
saw  a  boat  put  off  froin  the  shore, 
which  he  took,  and  found  in  it  the 
gunner  of  the  Requin,  from  whom 
he  gathered  that  the  ship's  force 
had  been  very  much  diminished, 
and  that  it  did  not  then  amount  to 
more  than  15  or  20  persons  The 
attempt  to  take  the  vessel,  even 
under  these  circumstances,  was  ex- 
tremely hazardous,  but  Mr.  Ogilvie 
nevertheless  reisol ved  upon  it.  He 
promised  a  considerable  reward  to 
the  men,  and  taking  the  helm  him« 
self,  he  proceeded  to  the  vessel. 
His  approach  was  not  perceived ; 
he  sprung  on  deck,  and  called  out 
to  the  crew  to  surrender.  They» 
supposing  they  were  attacked  by 
a  considerable  iforce,  ran  below, 
and  shortly  after  the  captain  came 
up  unarmed,  and  surrendered  to 
Mr.  Ogilvie,  who  ordered  the  crew 
into  his  own  boat,  and  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  the  vessel  was  in  his 
possession;  one  wounded  sailor 
and  the  captain  being  alone  left  on 
board  the  Requin.  Mr.  Ogilvie  then 
directed  his  clerk  to  proceed  with 
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the  l^oat  and  the  prisoners  to  Bor- 
deauxy  and  to  return  with  n  suffi- 
cient force  to  carry  up  the  vesseL 
Mr.  Ogilvie  was  then  left  alone  on 
hoard  the  Requi/tf  where  he  re* 
mained  for  four  hours,  until  the 
hoat  returned  with  some  soldiers, 
into  whose  possession  he  put  the 
ship,  and  went.biack  to  Bordeaux, 
0.u|*in^  tluQ  tiint,  .he  was  lying 
withip  oi>e  hundred  yards  of  the 
shore,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  of  the  village  of  Lpmoot, 
where  a  detachment  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  was  statipned ;  and  if  they 
had  had  the  slightest  intimation  of 
the  affair,  nothing  could  have  been 
n^re  easy  than  to  recapture  the  ship* 
On  his  return  to  Bordeaux,  Gen, 
Ponsonby  examined  the  American 
officer,  who  stated  that  he  was  at 
dinner,  and  that  his  men  were  em- 
ployed in  ligl^tening  the-  vessel  ^ 
that  he  had  captured  the  English 
merchantman,  and  ^intended  to  put 
to  sea  at  the  nex|;  tide*  This  was 
the  outline  of  the  case ;  hut  if  the 
house  required  any  confirmation  of 
it,  he  was  able  to  afibrd  the  fullest, 
in  the  testimonials  which  had  been 
borne  to  his  character  by  officers 
of  the  highest  respectability.  The 
bon^  member  then  read  testimonials 
trom  Col.  Ponsonby,  Sir  R.  Ar* 
btttbnot,  and  Major  £kkersly,  all 
of  whom  spoke  of  the  success  of 
the  capture  as  to  he  attributed  en* 
tirely  to  the  courage  and  conduct  of 
Mt»  Ogilvie.  If  it  should  be  said 
that  this  capture  had  been  entirely 
auperfluous,  because  the  river  was 
in  our  possession,  and  the  ship 
ipust  therefore  have  been  taken 
the  next  day,  he  had  to  oppose  to 
this,  the  fact  that  twenty  sail  of 
merchantmen  did  actually  escape 
^fter  the  capture*  There  were  two 
views  in  which  this  might  be  con- 
sidered— either  as  a  droit  of  the 


Admiralty,  or  as  booty. '  la  the 
first  case,  it  was  usual  for  the  Ad« 
miralty  to  award  a  portioa,  from 
half  to  nine-tenthp  of  the  value*  to 
the  captors;  in  the  Dther«  it  had 
been  the  practice  in  the  army  to 
divide  the  value  among  the  cap* 
tors,  pursuant  to  the  orde^  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington.  The  h^n. 
member  mentioned  several  in- 
stances of  these  customs.  Ue 
wished  only  that  Mr.  Ogilvie 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  map* 
acr  as  other  officers  had  been;  and 
on  either  pf  those  points  would  he 
rest  his  case.  He  had  no  interest, 
with  him,  but  he  was  anxioas  that 
a:  gentleman  who  had  risked  his 
life  in  an  enterprise  in. which  he 
had  succeeded^  should  receive  the 
reward  due  to  his  ex^ertions*  lie, 
concluded  by  moving  that  the  pa- 
p^s .  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mitteet  for  thepurpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  justice  of  thatgentlejnan's 
claim. 

Colonel  Kingf  in  a  speech  whigh 
he  stated  to  be  the  first  he  had 
delivered  in  parliament^  .seconded 
the  motion,  and  bore  testimcii^- 
to  the  valuable  services  and  good 
c.onduct  of  Mr,  Ogilvie,  with  whom 
he  had  served  during  the.Penin* 
sular  war.  He  ended  by  calling 
qpon  the  house  to  do  justice  to  bis 
claims, 

-  Th^  ChanceUor  of  the  EscckcgutTf 
in  opposing  the  motion,  had  no 
wish  to  detract  from  Mr.  Ogilvie^ 
merit,  either  as  commissary,  or  in 
the  transaction  now  alluded  to. 
The  question  for  the  house  to  de- 
cide was^  whether,  having  captnred 
the  vessel^,  he  was  entitled  lo  re- 
ceive the  proeeede.  In  the  first 
place,  when  he  proceeded  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty  to  secnre  the 
vessels  lying  in  the  river,  they 
had  beco$De.  the  propecty  of  the 
British. 
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BriliBb.  At  that  very  time .  there 
.were  lifiOO  British  soldiers  in 
Bordeaux ;  there  were  British  ves- 
sels at  the  mouth  of  the  Garonoe, 
and  it  was  quite  clear,  from  his 
ownaccoant,  that  the  Requin^  so 
far  from  iuteodiDg  to  fight,  was 
skulkiog  in  shore,  and  trying  to 
escape.  Mr.  Ogilvie  did  certainly 
talce  the  vessel  by  a  coup  de  main 
ki  a  very  meritorious  way,  but 
then  the  crew  were  terrified  out  of 
their  wits,  and  the  enterprise  was 
not  practically  so  hazardous  as  in 
the  recital  it  might  seem  to  be. 
But  it  was  not  upon  this  ground 
alone  that  bis  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer's)  objection  rested. 
Mr.  Ogilvie  was  entitled,  in  right 
of  his  standing  as  a  commissary, 
to  receive  the  same  proportion  of 
prize-money  as  a  major.  The 
booty  had  been  estimated,  aqd 
among  other  things  this  same  ship 
had  been  included^  valued  bv  Mr. 
Ogilvie  and  Major  Eckersfy,  at 
18,000/.  The  total  amount  of  the 
booty  was  stated  at  800,000/.,  of 
which  Mr.  Ogilvie  had  received 
his  share-  The  right  honourable 
gj&ntleman  then  read  extracts  from 
Jletters  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
in  which  he  bore  testimony  to  Mr. 
Ogilvie's  merits,  but  denied  the 
justice  of  his  claim  in  the  present 
instance,  and  that  it  could  be 
supported  by  his  orders  of  the 
army.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
said,  that  as  he  could  not  see  any 
fair  grooads  for  the  claim,  he  must 
oppose  the  motion. 

After  a  short  conversation  be- 
tween Mr.  Hume  J  the  Ckancellor  of 
ike  Exchtquert  and  Colonel  Davisy 

Mr,  F.  Buxton  replied,  when  the 
house  divided  on  the  motion,  the 
numbers  being — Ayes,  19— Noes, 
40. 

Mr,  S«  Bice  urged  the  proceed- 


ing with  the  inquiry  into  th^  coo- 
duct  of  the  Chief  Baron  of  the  Eic- 
chequer  in '  Ireland,  on  which  he 
wished  to  move  certain  resolu- 
tions, which  would  take  up  little  of 
the  time  of  the  house. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  if  he  consulted  his  private 
feelings,  he  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  postponing  his  statement 
of  the  budget ;  but  as  it  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  public  in- 
terest, he  thought  it  ought  not  to 
be  preceded  by  any  other  business. 
As  he  should  call  for  no  vote  but 
on  the  appropriation  clause,  he 
could  not  suppose  it  would  occupy 
any  great  portion  of  time. 

A  conversation  ensued  nu  this 
subject,  in  which  Mr.  Hume^  Mr. 
R.  Smithy  Mr.  Rice,  aud  Mr,  Can^ 
ning  took  part :  after  which  the 
cries  for  the  Chcmcellor  ofthe^  Ex* 
chequer  became  loud,  and  he  rose,. 

The  Budget.'-The  Chancellor  rf 
the  Exchequer  said,  that  be  felt  that 
on  every  account  it  was  incumbent 
on  him  to  compress  his  observa- 
tions into  as  narrow  a  compass  as 
possible.  Ue  knew  how  much  the 
house  had  been  fatigued  for  many 
nights,  by  labours  almost  unpre^ 
cedented,  and  which  he  must  be 
allowed  to  have  felt  as  heavily  as 
any  one;  and  it  would  be  unpar- 
donable in  him  if  he  did  not  do  hb 
best  to  abridge,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, the  trouble  which  they 
must  undergo.  He  should,  tberer 
fore,  proceed  with  what  was  essen- 
tial to  the  exposition  of  the  state- 
ment he  had  to  lay  before  them. 
As  in  the  early  part  of  the  session 
he  had  explained  the  situation  of 
the  nation's  finances,  and  the 
measures  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
his  Majesty's  government  to  re* 
commend,  which  measures  had 
since  been  carried  into  effect, .  i( 
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was  not  now  necessary  for  him  to 
recapitulate  jthe  observations  he  had 
made  on  that  occasion.  It  was 
his  duty  then  to  state  the  aggregate 
cf  the  revenue  and  of  the  expensse ; 
to  lay  before  the  house  the  votes 
for  the  supply  which  they  would 
be  called  upon  to  furnish,  and  the 
measures  which  parliament  should 
adopt  for  meeting  that  supply. 
Pie  stated  to  the  house,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  that  he 
believed  the  amount  of  the  supply 
which  parliament  would  be  called 
upon  to  vote  would  be  16,600,000/. 
.  but  he  had  now  to  inform  the 
house  that  that  sum  would  be  ex- 
ceeded by  between  2  and  300,000/. 
He  would  explain  how  this  excess 
had  arisen.  It  had  not  arisen  in 
the  estimates  for  the  army,  navy, 
or  ordnance,  but  under  the  head 
cS  miscellaneous  estimates,  and 
was  occasioned  by  various  items 
which  did  not  enter  into  his  cal- 
culation when  he  made  his  former 
statement.  The  largest  of  these 
items  was  one  of  60,000/.  for  the 
stationery  office,  which  was  created 
in  consequence  of  a  new  arrange- 
ment, which,  in  future,  would  con- 
duce largely  to  economy  in  that 
department.  It  had  been  formerly 
the  practice  for  each  of  the  pub- 
lic departments  to  provide  them- 
selves with  stationery,  almost  ad 
libitum,  That  system  was  now 
entirely  altered,  and  the  public 
offices  were  limited  to  particular 
descriptions  of  stationery,  and  to 
a  certain  amount.  It  was  expect- 
ed that  by  this  arrangement  the 
expense  of  supplying  the  public  de- 
partments would  be  considerably 
diminished.  Although  the  vote 
required  under  the  head  of  sta- 
tionery would  appear  to  be  in- 
creased, there  would  really  be  a 
diminution    of  expense  to  a  con- 


siderable extent,  because  some  de- 
partments used,  by  the  old  arrasge- 
ment,  to  charge  for  it  ander  the 
head  of  ooutingeacies.  The  vew 
arrangement  would  not  come  into 
full  operation  during  the  present 
year,  because  the  military  and 
naval  departments  had  already 
been  provided  with  stationery  by 
the  estimates.  Various  other 
items  had  occasioned  the  exceas 
which  he  had  before  alluded 
to.  One  of  these  was  the  grant 
arising  out  of  the  present  which 
his  Majesty  had  niade  to  the 
public  of  his  library;  another 
was  the  sum  of  4000/..  on  account 
of  Dunleary  harbour,  and  ano- 
ther the  vote  of  15,000/.  for  assist- 
ing the  emigration  from  the  south 
of  Ireland  to  Canada,  &c.  He  was 
happy,  however,  to  be  able  to 
state,  that  whilst  there  was  such  an 
excess  beyond  the  calculation  which 
he  had  made  in  the  suppliee, 
there  was  at  the  same  time  a 
more  than  corresponding  increase 
in  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  it 
The  total  supplies  voted  on  account 
of  the  army,  navy,  ordnance,  and 
miscellaneous  estimates,  and  the 
interest  on  exchequer  bills  for 
the  present  year,  amounted  to 
16,976,74S/.  To  meet  this  sum 
there  were  the  annual  malt-tax, 
3,000,000/.;  on  account  of  the 
lottery,  200,000/;  repayment  by 
exchequer  bill  loan  commission- 
ers, 126,873/. ;  on  account  of  the 
arrangtment  for  the  payment  of 
the  naval  and  military  pensions, 
4,800,000/.;  to  be  paid  by  the 
East  India  Company  on  account  of 
the  half-pay  of  bis  Majesty's  forces 
employed  in  India,  90,000/.  He 
would  trouble  the  house  with  a 
few  observations  respecting  the  last 
item  of  90,000/.  It  had  appeared 
to  the    government    that  it  was 

fair 
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fair  that  Ibe .  East  India  Company 
sboold-  take  upon  themselves- some 
portion  of  the  expense  of  the 
half-pay  of  the  troops  wbich  were 
employed  in  India  for  their  benefit. 
It  was  but  justice  to  the  Com- 
pany to  say  that  they  at  once  ac- 
knowledged t  he  justice  of  the  claim. 
The  question  then  was,  what  por- 
tion of  the  half-pay  and  pensions 
should  the  company  discharge  ?  It 
would  have  been  unfair  to  have 
charged  ihem  with  the  whole  of  it, 
because  many  of  the  individuals 
composing  the  corps  might  have 
been  wounded  and  entitled  to  com- 
pensation on  that  account  before 
they  proceeded  to  India.  After  some 
discussion,  an  arrangement  was 
come  to  satisfactory  to  both  parties, 
by  which  the  East  India  Company 
undertook  to-  pay  annually  the 
sum  of  60,000/.  on  account  of  the 
half-pay  and  pensions.  The  usual 
vote  for  the  support  of  the  forces 
in  India  appeared  in  the  army  es- 
timates of  the  present  year,  be- 
cause the  arrangement  was  not 
made  until  the  supply  had  been 
voted.  Next  year,  however,  that 
vote  might  be  deducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  votes  on  account 
of. stores,  and  disposed  of  in  any 
other  manner.  The  Company  had 
given  this  year  90,000/.  instead  of 
60,000/.,  because  it  had  been  de- 
termined that  the  arrangement 
should  take  effect  from  the  1st  of 
May^  IS20,  He  would  now  pro- 
ceed with  his  enumeration  of  the 
items  composing  the  gross  sum 
which  was  to  meet  the  16,976,743/. 
which  had  been  voted  for  the  esti- 
mates. The  surplus  of  ways 
and  means  amounted  to  469,047/. 
This  surplus  arose  out  of  grants 
voted  in  former  years,  which  go- 
vernment had  not  found  it  neces- 
sary to  call  for.     There  was  next 


an  item  of  8,700,000/.  furnished 
by  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund.  It  was  a  long  time  since 
the  house  had  heard  any  thing 
said  of  a  surplus  of  the  c<»nsoli- 
dated  fund.  It  was  extremely 
gratifying  to  him,  that  he  wns  the 
first  person  who  had,  for  several 
years,  been  able  to  state  that  there 
was  a  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund,  and  to  a  large  amount.  The 
circumstance  of  the  surplus  being 
so  large — indeed  of  its  existing  at 
all — was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
arrangement  which  parliament  had 
sanctioned  during  the  present  ses- 
sion with  respect  to  the  sinking 
fund,  the  effect  of  which  was  to 
reduce  the  charge  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund  to  precisely  the  amount 
of  the  sinking-fund.  Adding  to- 
gether all  Uie  items  of  ways 
and  means  which  he  had  stated, 
they  would  be  found  to  amount  to 
17|585,920/. ;  being  a  surplus  of 
ways  and  means  over  the  sup-- 
plies  of  409, 1 77/.  Of  this  surplus 
244,150/.  would  be  applied  to  the 
diminution  of  the  unfunded  debt. 
It  was  a  very  gratifying  circum- 
stance to  have  something  in  hand. 
He  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  ac- 
commodate the  receipts  to  the  ex- 
penditure so  nicely  as  to  render  the 
government  liable  to  inconvenience 
in  the  event  of  any  sadden  and 
unexpected  decrease  of  revenue 
taking  place.  He  had  made  his 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  consolidated  fund  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  assessed 
taxes,  amounting  to  2,200,000/., 
which  had  been  repealed  during 
the  present  session,  would  be  lost 
to  the  revenue  for  the  current  year. 
That,  however,  would  not  be  the 
case,  because  there  were  nearly 
three  quarters  of  assessed  taxes, 
due   prior  to  the  repeal.     But  as 
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for  patttnilariy  diacusung  the  con- 
tents of  it. 

Mr.  C,  W,  Wynn  opposed  the 
bringing  up  this  petition. 

Mr.  Brougham  hoped,  although 
in  point  of  strictness  he  was  not 
entitled  at  this  moment  to  reply, 
that  he  should  be  allowed  to  add  a 
few  words.  He  was  fiiUy  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  turning  the  course 
o/the  criminal  law  into  this  house. 
But  there  was  another  and  not  a 
less  important  difficulty — ^that  the 
house  of  commons  should  avoid 
the  imputation  of.  being  too  slow 
in  receiving  charges  against  its 
own  members.  Here  was  a  dis- 
tinct charge  of  the  abuse  of  patron- 
age by  a  member  of  a  county.  In  the 
case  of  Lord  Melville,  he  had  been 
censured  by  the  house  for  an  indict- 
able offence^  and  the  house  had 
afterwards  directed  his  prosecution 
by  the  Attorney-General,  although 
that  mode  of  proceeding  was  after- 
wards abandoned  for  that  of  im- 
peachment. His  right  honourable 
friend  would  say  that  this  was  in 
his  office  of  public  treasurer;  but 
tlidre  was  another  case — that  of 
Thomas  Ridge,  a  member  of  the 
h^n^ein  1710,  who  was  a  brewer 
and  a  contractor  with  the  victual- 
ling board;  but  not,  therefore,  a 
piiblic  functuary.  He  contracted 
to  furnish  8000  tuns  of  beer,  and 
delivered  ^only  3000,  having  receiv- 
ed payment  for  the  whole.  The 
house  examined  into  the  charges, 
expelled  the  member,  and  followed 
that  proceeding  by  an  order  to  the 
Attorney-General  to  prosecute ;  so 
that  he  was  sent  upon  his  trial, 
not  only  with  the  vote  of  the  house 
about  his  neck,  but  under  the  ad- 
ditional weight  of  their  sentence  of 
expulsion.  Of  so  little  importance 
did  he  (Mn  Brougham)  consider 
this,  that  1m  thought  a  man  could 


not  go  into  court  with  a  better 
chance  in  his  favour  than  under  a 
prosecution  by  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, in  pursuance  of  a  vote  of  the 
house.  He  thought,  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulty  which  he  ad* 
mitted,  the  house  could  not  refuse 
to  receive  the  petition.  When  a 
day  should  be  fixed  for  its'  future 
discussion,  the  Attomey-Geqeral 
might  be  directed  to  prosecute^ 
and  thus  the  difficulty  would  be  got 
rid  of. 

Mr.  Wynn  said  that  the  house, 
being  the  guardians  of  the  public 
purse,  could  not  discharge  that 
duty  without  proceeding  as  they 
had  done  in  the  case  quoted  by  his  • 
hon.  and  learned  friend. 

Mr. Maurice  Fiizgeraldroae  with 
great  pain  to  speak  of  the  conduct 
of  an  honourable  gentleman  who 
was  his  own  colleague.  He  was 
compelled  to  do  so  in  consequence 
of  an  allusion  which  had  been 
made  to  him  in  the  speech  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  on 
Friday  last,  and  which  had  been 
made  public  in  a  paper  distin- 
guished by  the  fairness  and  abi- 
lity of  its  reports.  He  (Mr. 
Fitzgerald)  had  been  applied  to 
by  his  hon.  and  learnJed  friend  as  to 
the  character  of  the  petitioner;  and 
feeling  that  he  had  no  right  to  re- 
fuse the  information  required,  he 
communicated  it  in  the  following 
terms,  which  his  honourable  friend 
had  read  in  the  house : — *\  I  know 
Mr.  G.  Rowan;  he  is  a  relative  of 
mine.  I  never  heard  any  thing 
against  him,  except  the  charges  on 
which  he  was  dismissed  from  his 
situation ;  and  whatever  was  the 
merit  of  the  charges  against  him, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they 
were  prosecuted  from  the  most 
base  and  treacherous  motive.  He 
is  a  clever  and  at  the  same  time  a 
cautious 
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caatiods  man.'*  He  added,  bow- 
ever,  that  as  there  bad  been  elec- 
tion jealousies  between  bis  friends 
and  those  of  Colonel  Cnisbie,  be 
wished  to  avoid  any  interference  in 
the  business,  and  particularly  re- 
quested that  bis  name  might  not 
be  mentioned.  Whether  this  did 
or  did  not  preclude  his  honourable 
and  learned  friend  from  mentioning 
his  name,  the  house  would  decide ; 
bat  he  must  now  state  it  was  his 
intention  that  he  should  not  do  so. 
Not  that  he  had  wished  to  conceal 
his  having  given  the  petitioner's 
character,  but  he  wished  not  to  lend 
any  corroboration  to  the  charges 
which  had  been  made.  In  this 
spirit  he  wrote  the  letter  which 
had  been  quoted,  and  in  this  spirit 
he  wished  it  to  be  carried  into  the 
house.  He  was  satisfied  that  his 
explanation  would  be  sufficient  to 
gentlemen  wbo  heard  him,  on 
whatever  side  of  the  house  they 
sat;  because  he  knew  that  personal 
feelings  in  matters  so  delicate  as 
that  of  which  he  was  speaking  were 
held  by  them  paramount  to  all  po- 
litical inclinations :  but  it  had  been 
hinted  to  him  that  it  might  else« 
where  be  believed  that  the  petition 
had  been  caused  by  him.  To  those 
who  knew  him  it  was  enough  to 
say  that  such  an  imputation  must 
be,  of  its  nature,  fabe.  If  he  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
charge,  he  should  not  have  dis- 
graced himself  by  adopting  any  in- 
direct means.  So  far  from  en- 
couraging the  charge,  he  had  abs- 
tained from  all  correspondence 
with  the  petitioner,  whom  he  had 
not  seen  for  some  years;  and  he 
had  not  replied  to  his  letter,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  in  the 
county  in  which  they  both  resided 
any  correspondence  would  be  con-  • 
stnicted  into  an  encouragement, - 
1835. 


and  he  wrote  confidentially  to  a 
friend  of  his,  Colonel  Church,  de- 
siring he  would  have  it  understood 
that  he  was  no  party  to  the  affair. 
He  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
charge  had  given  greater  pain  to 
no  individual  (his  hon.  colleague 
excepted)  than  himself.  He  trust- 
ed that  he  had  now  removed  the  im- 
pression which  the  partial  quota- 
tion of  his  letter  had  occasioned. 

ilfr.  Brougham  explained. 

Colonel  Crosbie  expressed  him- 
self perfectly  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planation of  his  honourable  col- 
league, which  had  removed  tbe  im« 
pression  caused  by  reading  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman. 

Mr.M,  FUzgerald  said,  that  the 
phrase  "  base  and  treacherous," 
applied  only  to  the  means  by 
which  the  charges  had  been  pre- 
ferred, and  were  adopted  from  a 
former  petition  which  had  been 
presented  in  1819.  They  referred 
to  a  pei'son  who  had  formerlv  been 
employed  in  tbe  petitioners  ser- 
vice, not  to  his  hon.  colleague, 
not  to  the  persons  by  whom  the 
petitioner  was  tried,  and  least  of 
all  to  the  Government  by  which 
he  had  been  dismissed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr*  Ptely 
the  petition  was  brought  up  n»A 
read. 

On  the  motion  that  it  be  laid  on 
the  table, 

Mr^  Wynn  opposed  it«  and  re- 
commended that  the  petition  should 
be  withdrawn,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  officers^ 

The  house  then  divided*  and  the 
numbers  for  laying  the  petition  on 
the  table  were — Ayes,  26 — Noes, 
51.  The  petition  was  therefore 
rejected. 

Mr.  Brougham  said,  if  the  peti- 
tioner should  askhis  advice  as  to 
2B  his 
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his  futiire  proceedings,  he  should 
rec ommend  him  not  to  take  ooe 
further  step,  nor  to  speud  one  far- 
thing of  his  money  in  attempting 
to  gain  redress. 

Mr,  If t/me  presented  a  petitioii 
against  prosecution  for  the  public 
cation  of  infidel  works,  signed  by 
204f7  persons,  of  whom  98  were> 
miinisters.  He  proposed  to  follow 
up  the  reading  oiF  the  petition  with 
a  motion  which  he  should  submit 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  which, 
if  adopted  by  the  house,  as  he  anxi- 
ously hoped  it  would  be,  would  tend 
to  check  the  mischief  which  had 
been  caused  by  recent  proceedings. 
^  On  the  motion  that  the  petition 
be  printed, 

Mr.  Butierworth  asked  by  how 
many  ministers  of  the  Church  of 
England  this  petition  was  signed, 
and  of  what  class  of  dissenters  the 
other  peuttoners  consisted. 

Mr.  Hume  replied,  that  it  was 
signed  by  dissenters  of  all  classes, 
and  the  names  of  the  ministers 
were  in  a  separate  column. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  could  not  see.  the 
pertinency  of  the  honourable  mem^. 
ber*s  question.  The  petition  was 
however  signed,  he  could  assure 
him,  by  persons  whose  religious 
opinions  were  as  perfectly  opposed 
to  each  other  as  possible. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hume  then  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  making  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice.  His  object 
was  to  obtain  the  admission  of  that 
principle  which  he  had  always 
;hought  to  be  part  of  the  law  of 
this  country — namely,  that  every 
mdfvidual  was  eivtitled  to  freedom 
of  discussion  on  all  subjects,  whe- 
ther controversial  or  religious. 
The  hon.  member  then  went  at 
some  length  into  the  subject,  and 


qootM  the  opinions  in  his  favuufi 
of  Tillotson,  Lowtfa,  Warburtoa, 
Lardner,  Campbell,  Chillingworth; 
and  others*  The  hon.  member 
cocclttded  by  moving  '^  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  house  ihati  f^ee 
discussion  has  been  attended  with 
more  benefit  than  injury  to  the 
community,  and  it  is  unjust  and 
inexpedient  ;to  expose  any  person 
to  legal  penalties  on  account  of  the 
expression  of  opinions  on  .matters 
of  religion." 

After  some  observations  from 
Mr.  Wilberfercet  Mr.  BacardOy 
Mr.  Peelf  and  some  other  mttn« 
hers, 

Mr.  Hume  said  he  would  not 
press  the  house  to  a  division  on  the 
resolutions,  because,  if  they  sfaonkl 
be  affirmed,  there  would  not  be 
time  to  pass  a  bill  founded  upon 
tliem  during  the  present  session. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  que»- 
tion  on  the  resolutions,  which 
were  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Grattan  moved  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to 
his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would 
direct  a  prosecution  to  be  cova* 
meneed  by  the  Attorney^eneral 
against  the  corporation  of  Dublin 
for  mismanagement  of  the  pipe, 
water,  and  metal  inaiA  accounts. 

Mr,  S.  Rke  seconded  the  mo* 
don,  which  was  opposed  by  Mr* 
DaiDson  and  Mr.  Gaulbum. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  & 
RicCf  in  explanation,  Mr.  Grattan 
consented  to  withdraw  his  rnolion, 
and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 
The  report  on  the  Irish  tithe  com* 
position  bill  waa  brought  up,  and 
the  amendments  read  and  agreed 
to.  On  the  motion  of  Mr^  J. 
Smithy  the  law  merchant  bill  went 
throu^  a  committee. 

The  house  resumed,  and  the  re* 

port  vras  ordered  to  be  taken  into 

consideration 
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coMderatkm'on  Thursday  tiext:--* 
Adjourned* 

Mawe  of  Lords,  Jufy  ft. — A  mtM- 
BAge  from  the  Commons  brooghl 
ap  the  LonddiHdook  Company's 
bill,  which  was  read  the  first  time. 

She  Highland  roads'    bill  was 
the  third  time,  ahd  passed. 

Eai^l  Grotoen&r  presented  a  peti^ 
tkm  ftom  eertain  architects,  com- 
plainings of  a  particular  clause  in 
the  Londoa-hridge  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Jjord  Melviile, 
a  clause  was  introchiced  into  the 
London-bridge  bill,  modifying  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  gives  a  power 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Tieasuty  to 
alter  the  phins. 

The  Eu/i  ofLwerpool  said,  than 
it  never  was  the  intention  that  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  shoald  make 
alterations  ;  but  only  that  they 
shoald  ba«re  a  general  official  su- 
pervisioa. 

The  claMse  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bills  for  altering  the  crimi^ 
sal  laws  were  forwarded  one  stage, 
with  the  exception  of  the  larcenies^ 
billr  which,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Lord  Ckmetlkr^  was  postponed  to 
Friday. 

On  the  bringing  up  of  the  report 
on  the'S^otch  commissioners  of  in- 
quiry bill, 

.^1  GrosviMr  proposed  to  ivh 
seit  a  clause  to  empower  the  com- 
missionere  to*  inqoire •  into  the  na*> 
tare  of  the  office  o#  Lord  Justice 
General  of  Scotland,  with  a  view 
to-  its  >Mng  aboHshed. 

The  Eari  of  lAverftool  opposed 
theelaase,  on  the  ground  of  ^  the 
important  duties  already  devolved 
upon  the  eeimiiissioners,  and  the 
limited  tittle  in  which  the  nsport 
must  be  made. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl 


of  Aberdeen,  Earl  0ro$vendr  con- 
sented to  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  report  was  then  agreed  to. 
—Adjourned. 

House  of  Common,  Juljt  *.-^ 
Mr.  WUberforce  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  persona  at  Per-^ 
shore,  in  Worcestershire,  praying 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Several  petitions  were  presented 
from  other  places  to  the  same  ef- 
fect. 

Mr.  F,  BwDton  moved^  that  there 
should  be  laid  before  (he  hoese  an 
account  of  all  modicines  furnished 
by  the  Apothecaries'  Company  to 
the  army  and  navy  within  the  last 
five  years  ;  with  the  c^nrespon- 
dence  between  the  Admiralty  and 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  as  to 
prices* 

Mr.  A.Robarte  presented  a  peti^ 
tion  from  the  masters,  mates,  airf 
seamen  of  merchant  vessels  in  the 
poit  of  London,  against  the  reoipnv- 
city  of  duties  bill. 

Mr.  T,  Wilson  presented  a  simi* 
lor  petition  from  the  ship-owners 
of  London,  who  complained  of  th4 
manner  in  which  the  evidence  was 
taken  in  the  committee  on  the  bitt. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented*  a  peti- 
tion from  merdiasits  of  the  city  df 
London,  complaining  of  the  high 
duties- npon  foreign  seed. ^- Laid 
upon  the  tables 

Sir  J.  Macinto^  presented  a  pe* 
tition  from  John  Clark,  late  ear- 
geon  of  the  Berkshire  militia,  com- 
plaining of  the  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  pay  of  retired  militia 
surgeons.^  Ordefed  to  be  printed) 

Me  then  presented  another  peti* 
tion  of  a  more  public  n&ture,  from 
atmerchant^  an  iahabitant^f  New 
South  Wales,  comptetntngof  a  bill 
now  before  the  house,  which,  as 
the  petitioner  Hlieped,  went  to  de- 
prive  that  colony  of  iu  must  im- 
^  B  ^  portant 
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.  Hr.  HuskUson  expi^siecl  a  wish 
tbiit  the  boil.  gent,  would  postpone 
Ms  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Bice  said,  if  it  depended 
on  him  alone,  he  would  not  press 
the  question  forward.  That,  faoW-» 
ever,  was  not  the  case ;  and  if  gen- 
tlemen opposite  wished  that  the 
question  should  be  put  off,  it  was 
competent  to  them  to  move  that 
the  other  orders  of  the  day  be  now 
proceeded  with. 

After  a  few  words  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Etehequerf  the. 
Speaker  put  the  question — "  that  I 
do  now  leave  the  chair/' 

After  some  observations  from 
Mr.  C.  H.  Hutchinian,  Mr.  Catt^ 
mngf  Mr.  Govlbumf  and  other 
members,  the  motion  was  carried 
by  4»0  against  19.  The  house  then 
went  into  a  committee* 

Mr.  S,  Rke  submitted  his  first 
resolution.  It  was  declaratory 
of  the  fact,  that  frara  the  reports  of 
the  commissioners  of  courts  of 
justice  in  Ir^and,  and  froai  the 
report  of  a  committer  of  the  bouse, 
it  appeared  that  the  Chief  Baron 
O'Grady  had  received  fees  in  cer- 
tain departments  of  his  court,  to 
which  he  was  not  legally  entitled. 

After  some  discussion, 

The  SuMcHor-Grcfural  moved  as 
an  amendment  that  the  following 
words  be  added  to  the  origtnid 
resolutian  : — *^  And  that  it  is  fur- 
ther stated  in  the  report  of  the 
select  committee  of  this  house,  on 
the  eleventh  report  of  the  commis^ 
sioners  of  inquiry ,  that  the  directions 
otf  the  Chief  Baron,  as  stated  by 
Mr.  Pollock,  to  whom  they  were 
persoaaHy  given,  were,  that  the 
^  of  ts.  %d.  should  be  charged 
aad  received  for  him  on  all  bills 
of  costs  taxed  in  his  office,  and 
that  if  it  had  been  so  confined,  it 


did  not  appear  to  the  coisuittee 
from  any  evidence  that  had  come 
before  them,  that  it  would  have 
been  incorrect  in  the  Chief  Baron, 
except  for  the  change  in  the  car- 
rency,  which  had  been  before  no- 
ticed." 

Mr.  S.  Rice  would  have  no  oh* 
jection  to  this  amendment,  if  the 
learned  Solicitor  would  agree  to 
add  to  it  the  words  which  imme* 
diately  followed  them  in  the  repozt 
from  whicbthey  were  taken. 

The  SoUdtor-General  objected 
to  the  addition. 

Mn  St  Bice  then  moved  as  an 
amendment  upon  the  amendment, 
that  the  following  words  be  added 
to  it  i-^**  And  that  under  this  regit« 
iation  and  practice,  the  foe  is 
stated  to  have  been  received  by 
the  officers  of  the  court  on  behalf 
of  the  Chief  Baron  in  certain 
cases,  and  by  the  Chief  Baron  him* 
self  in  others,  upon  all  writs,  ej> 
cept  renewers  of  execution,  stated 
in  the  eleventh  report  of  the  com* 
missioners  of  inquiry,  on  which  no 
bills  of  costs  could  ever  have  arisen^ 
The  opinion  of  the  committee  is, 
that  the  answer  of  the  Chief  Baron 
on  this  point  is  not  satisfactory." 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Can 
ning^^Mr.  S.  Riic€  afterwards  con- 
sented to  omit  that  part  of  his 
amendment  which  alhided  to  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  above 
stairs. 

After  considerable  diseussion,  ia 
which  Mr.  R.  SmM,  Mr.  M.  A. 
Taylor^  and  the  Attornof  and  S(^ 
lidtor  -  Qeneral  took  part,  ths 
aknendment  of  Mr.  S.  Riee^  on 
the  amendment  of  the  SoUeiiar* 
General^  was  agreed  to.  The 
amendment  of  the  ScUeitm^Ge' 
neral  on  the  original  resdation  was 
then  pat,  and  likewise  agreed  tow 

The 
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The  original  reaololioo  was  then 
passed  with  the  amendmeiita  just 
dsseribed. 

The  BacondaDd  third  resolotions 
werp  then  put  and  carried.  They 
detaii  certain  charges  contained  in 
the  ninth  report  of  the  commission^ 
era  of  inquiry  against  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron. 

The  other  vesoUiCions  were  post- 
poned. 

'ilie  Ckaimum  reported  progress, 
and  bhtained  leave  to  sit  again  to* 
morrow. 

The  Irish  nnlawful  oaths  bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
— Adjourned. 

House  of  LordSf  July  S.-i-A 
message  from  tiie  Commons 
brought  op  the  lotteries,  passage 
vessolsy  elective  '  franchise,  and 
unlawful  oaths  (Ireland)  bills» 
which  were  read  the.  first  time. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  pre*. 
soBled  a  petition  from  the  East 
India  Company,  praying  .for  an 
equalisation  of  the  duties  on  sugar. 

The  inroenies  bill  went  through' 
a  committee,  and  was  reported 
without  amendments.  - 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said  he 
had  prepared  an  araeadment  on  the 
resolutions  on  appellate  jurisdic^- 
tioii,  which  he  thought  would  ob^. 
viatethe  objection  which  the  nobis 
lord  (Eilenborough)  had  made.  He 
proposed  that  it  should  be  printed^ 
and  considered  on  Monday. — 
Agreed  to. --^ Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  July  3. — 
Mr.  BOHkes  moved  for  a  select 
ceHnraittee  to  examine  into  the  pro- 
gms  which  had  been  made  up  to 
the  present  time  in  ibrming  a  ge* 
neral  index  to  the  journals  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Maequesn  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  Diin- 
stable,    praying  for   9  protection 


against  the  importation  of  foreiga 
straw«plat.    .  . 

Another  petition  to  the  sama 
eflfeet  was  presented  from  Luton,  ia 
Bedfordshire. 

Lord  IV*  Russell  presented  a 
similar  petition  from.  8000  persons 
at  Leightoo  Bnizsard,  in  Bedford* 
shire,  stating  their  distress  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  importation. 

Mr%  Hume  moved  for  a  report 
of  the  last  cooferact  entered  inti» 
for  supplying  the  navy  with  slops. 
His  object  was  to  remove  an  inw 
pression  wluob  had  got  abroad, 
that  the  clothing  issued  to  the  men 
was  not  good  enough  for  the  price 
at  which  it  was  charged. 

Mr,  Gouibum  moved  for  leave' 
to  ^bring-in  a. bill  to  divide  thai 
ciNinty  of  Cork.  The  .object  of 
the  bill  was  a  truly  Irish  one«^t 
was  to  give  the  county  ^vequarterf 
sessions  ia  the  year.  This  mea- 
sure  was  brought  forward  with  a 
view  to  expediting  the  trial  of  of^ 
fenders.  -"Leave  given. 

Mr,  Brougham  wished  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  correct  a  defect  in  the* 
law  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  would  be  w 
great  convenience  to  him  if  he  was 
allowed  to  bring  it  in  without  for^.> 
maliy  moving  iof  leave*  Previous- 
tathe  act  of  Sist  Geo..  IL  iheriu 
were  variovs  corporations  in  Irmu 
land,  in  which,  by  actual  or  prsti 
sumptive  charter,  no  person  could; 
besL  burgess  aaless  he  was  a  resi»: 
dttntt  and  the  number  of  Protest: 
taats  resident  (none  but  Protestants* 
being,  then  admissible)  were  so  hwt 
at  the  date  of  the  act  to  which. ha: 
alluded,  that  the  charters  were  in. 
danger  of  bang  forfeited  for  want 
of  aisertion.  To  prevent  that' 
consequence,  and  u.ndo*  those  par-: 
tieular  ciotumstances,  the  statute^ 
of  the  91st  Geo.  II.  was  passed, 
which  enabled  non«residents  to  be 
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'  burgeftses.  As  that  act,  hoiwever, 
in  fact,  abrogated  every  charter  in 
Ireland,  and  as  there  was  no  longer 
any  need  of  it — for  Catholics  were 
now  admissible,  and  there  were, 
besides,  a  sufiBcient  number  of  re- 
sident Protestants,  he  (Mr.  Broug- 
ham) wished  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
its  repeal.  I'he  bill  would,  of 
course,  •make  residency  again  a  ne- 
cessary qualification.  He  wished 
only  to  bring  it  in  and  have  it 
printed,  and  then  let  it  stand  over 
till  next  se.^ion. — Leave  given. 

Dr.  FhilUmon  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  law 
with  respect  to  the  marriages  of 
English  Roman  Catholics.  As 
Uie  law  now  stood,  Roman  Catho- 
lics, after  being  married  by  a 
clergyman  of  their  own  persuasion, 
were  bound  to  have  the  ceremony 
again  performed  in  a  Protestant 
church.  To  those  who  were  scru- 
pulous tliis  was  an  offence ;  and  he 
wished  to  place  the  Catholics  of 
England  upon  the  same  footing 
(as  to  this  point)  with  the  Ca« 
tholics  of  Ireland.  His  idea 
was  this — that  the  banns  should 
be  published  in  a  Protestant 
church,  and  that  afterwards,  upon 
certificate  of  the  banns  produced, 
the  marriage  might  be  solemn* 
iaed  by  a  Roman  Catholic  clergy* 
man.  He  had  a  further  object  in 
the  IhU  which  he  proposed  bringing 
in,  which  was  to  make  a  certificate 
from  a  Roman  Catholic  priest 
sufficient  to  compel  the  registry 
of  a  child  by  a  Protestant  clergy- 
maiu— Leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  the  Inll. 

Sir  H.  Pamell  declared  that 
Uie  degraded  state  as  to  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people  of  Ireland  was  in 
a  great  measure  owing  to  the  ope- 
ration of  that  law  which  prevented 
Roman  Catholics  frond  endowing 


schools  and  other  charities.  He 
concluded  by  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in'a  bill  to'enable  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  execute  gifts  and  grants 
for  pious  and  charitable  uses,  in 
the  same  manner  as  Protestant 
dissenters  are  enabled  to  make 
gifts,  grants,  and  legacies  for  such 
purposes. 

Leave  was  obtained  to  bring  in 
the  bill.  ^ 

Mr,  Forifes  moved  an  address 
to  the  Crown,  praying  that  there 
be  laid  before  Parliament  a  copy 
of  the  instructions  given  by  Lord 
Bathurst  to  Governor  Bigg,  oh 
his  proceeding  to  assume  the  go- 
vernment of  New  South  Wales.— 
Ordered. 

The  report  of  the  law  merchants* 
bill  was  recommitted.  Some  ver- 
bal alterations  were  effected.  The 
house  resumed.  The  amendments 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
the  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  on  the  charges  against 
the  Chief  Baron. 

Mr,  S,  Rice  moved  the  fourth 
resolution,  which  embodied  the  al- 
legations of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  those  of  the  comniis- 
sion,  respecting  the  alteration  di- 
rected by  the  Chief  Baron,  to  tak«i 
the  fees  in  the  Exchequer  in  Elng^ 
lish,  instead  of  Irish  currency,  ac- 
cording to  antecedent  practice. 

A  desultory  discusdon  ensued, 
in  which  Mr.  Cannings  Capiat 
O'Grad^,  Mr.  R.  Smitk,  Mr.  GimL- 
bvm^  Mr.  Wytm,  and  the  SoUciior- 
General  took  part,  and  which  was 
terminated  by  Mr.  S.  Rict  with- 
drawing the  resolution. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  then  put, 
and  carried. 

The  sixth   resolution  was  then 
moved 
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moved,  which  stated  that  the  Chief 
Baron  bad  altered  the  pn^ctioe  of 
the  eoart  by  directing  the  fees  pay- 
able on  decrees  to  be  paid  at  Ibe 
time  of  setting  down  the  causes, 
the  consequence  of  which  had 
been  that  he  had  received  the  fees 
in  478  causes,  while  decrees  had 
been  pronounced  only  in  ^44. 

After  a  short  conversation  be* 
tween  Mr.  W^therell,  Mr.  R. 
Smithf  and  Mr.  S.  Rice,  the  latter 
gentleman  agreed  to  omit  the 
statement  of  the  number  of  causes, 
and  to  retain  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  declared  that  the 
Chief  Baron  had  altered  the  prac- 
tice of  the  court  as  to  the  period  (gt 
payment  of  the  fees. 

The  resolution  eo  altered  was 
then  carried. 

The  Chairman  reported  the  ori- 
ginal  resolutions,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  on  iVIon- 
day. 

'  The  insolvent  debtors'  bill  was 
then  discussed  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole'  house.  After  some  con- 
venation  between  Mr.  R.  Smithy 
Mr.  Bright f  the  Solidtor'General^ 
Mr.  T.  mUan,  Mr.  Lockhart,  Mr. 
Hume^  the  Attorney-General,  and 
Mr.  W.  Courtenay,  the  several 
clauses  of  the  bill  were  agreed  to  ; 
the  honse  resumed,  and  the  report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to* 
morrow. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
Wynn^  that  the  house  do  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  for  further 
considering  the  report  of  the  East 
India  trade  bill,  the  house  went  into 
a  committee. 

Several  clauses  were  then  agreed 
to  witliout  discussion.  Some  ver- 
bal amendments  were  made  in 
others ;  and  after  some  discussion 
carried  on  between  Mestrs.  Astell, 
Robertson,  T.  P.  Courtenay,  and 
1833. 


Forbes^  the  house  resumed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  July  7.— The 
royal  assent  was  given  by  commis- 
sion to  the  capital  felonies'  repeal, 
sentence  of  death,  convicts!  labour, 
assessed  taxes'  composition,  Scotch 
turnpike  roads,  London  -  bridge, 
Southwark  Court  of  Requests,  and 
several  private  bills. — ^The  com- 
missioners were  the  Lord  Chancel- 
hr,  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and 
Viscount  Melville. 

Mr.  Brogden,  accompanied  by 
several  other  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  brought  up 
the  barilla  duties'  amendment,  the 
Irish  tithe  commutation,  the  Enjg- 
lish  Catholic  qualification,  and 
other  bills,  which  were  read  a  first 
time. 

A  person  from  the  East  India 
House  presented  an  account  of  sa- 
laries and  pensions  granted  by  the 
East  India  Company. 

Lord  Dacre  presented  a  petition 
from  T.  Deighton  against  the  in- 
solvent debtors'  act. 

Earl  Grey  presented  a  petition 
from  the  wool-growers  of  North* 
umberland,  complaining  of  distress. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  pre- 
sented a  petition,  signed  by  upwards 
of  2000  persons,  amongst  whom 
were  200  ministers  of  various 
religious  persuasions,  against  pro- 
secuting persons  for  writings  sup- 
posed to  be  hostile  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  de- 
claring valid  the  marriages  so- 
lemnized at  St.  Petersburgh  since 
the  dissolution  of  the  British  &c- 
tory  there. 

2C  The 


40ft 


BRITISH     AND 


Tb6  bill  was  rdtd  a  third  timt, 
and  passed. 

The  beer  bill  was  read  a  tbird 
time,  and  passed. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Marquis 
o/Lansdovm,  the  English  Ri*maa 
Catholic  qualification  bill  was  read 
a  first  time. — Adjourned. 

Hovse  of  CommotUy  July  4.-^ 
The  house  was  summoned  by  the 
Deputy  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 
to  the  House  of  Peers,  to  hear  the 
Royal  assent  given  by  commission 
to  certain  bills. 

Mr.  Wyndkam  Levis  presented 
a  petition  from  the  corporation  of 
Swansea,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  ooal  duties. 

The  Irish  law  expenses  bill  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Monday. 

Mr,  Brogden  brought  up  th3  re* 
port  on  the  malicious  injuries  bill, 
and  on  the  Exchequer  Courts  bill ; 
the  resolutions  were  severally 
agreed  to,  and  the  bills  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  on  Monday. 

The  Cork  general  sessions  bill 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  or*> 
dered  to  be  committed  on  Monday. 

The  Exchequer-bills  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr,  Ellis<m  presented  a  petilion 
from  South  Shields,  against  the  r^ 
dprocity  of  duties  bill,  and  a  pe» 
tition  from  certain  wool-growers 
against  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
^eign  wool. 

The  barilla  duties  bill,  the  equal- 
isation of  duties  bill,  and  the  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  customs*  duties  bill, 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  for  the  appoint* 
ment  ef  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider if  any  and  what  improvement 
may  be  effected  in  the  mode  of  en* 
gnissiBg  bills.-*  A  greed  to. 

The  Irish  tithe  composition  bill 
was  reud  a  third  time,  £uid  passed. 

Mr.   Goiilbum    brought    up    a 


clause,  providing  tha:t  in  caae  of 
appeal  made  to  the  Lord  Lieiit»- 
nant  in  council,  as  to  any  compo-> 
sition,  he  should  be  authorised  to 
remit  it  to  the  next  going  judge  of 
assizes,  who  should  have  the  power 
to  modify  such  composition  as  he 
thought  fit. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  F, 
Fitzgerald^  the  clause  was  agreed 
to,  and  added  as  a  rider  to  the 
bill. 

Mr,  C.  Grant  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  reciprocity  of  duties  bill. 

Mr.  H.  G»  Bennet  obsenred, 
that  the  first  order  on  the  paper 
was  for  a  committee  on  the  New 
South  Wales  jurisdiction  bill.  Ue 
wished  the  bill  to  go  through  a 
committee,  pro  format  to  be  print- 
ed, and  the  discussion  oa  it  to  be 
fixed  for  Monday. 

Mr.  W.  Horton  had  no  objection 
to  that  course. 

Mr.  Ped  observed,  that  the 
Lords'  amendments  in  the  prieon 
discipline  bill  would  be  discussed 
on  Monday,  and  would  form  a  very 
proper  preface  to  the  new  South 
Wales  jurisdiction  bill. 

Lord  Nvgint  expressed  a  wioh 
that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  C.  Grant)  would  poat-> 
pone  fos  a  few  minutes  his  motion 
relative  to  the  reciprocity  of  duties 
bill,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  move 
the  tbird  reading  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic qualificatiou  bill.  It  was  of 
great  importance  at  this  period  of 
the  session  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  forwarding  the  measure. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  would  willingly 
grant  the  indulgence  required  by 
the  noble  lord. — l^he  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to 
he  carried  to  the  lords. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  then  moved  the 
third  reading  of  the  recipnicity  of 
duties  bill. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Robertiom  called  on  the 
bouse  to  paaee  before  they  attempt- 
ed to  interfere  with  that  system  of 
navigation  laws  which  had  been  so 
long  supported  by  the  wisest  and 
ablest  men  in  the  country.  The  hon. 
member  then  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  the  evidence  given  before 
the  lords'  committees  on  foreign 
trade,  and  argued,  that  at  present, 
in  consequence  of  the  cheapness  of 
timber,  foreign  vessels  even  now 
bad  an  advantage  over  British 
shipe,  which  would  be  greatly  ex- 
tended if  the  present  bill  were 
agreed  to.  Ha  felt  satisfied  that 
the  house!  with  such  facts  before 
them  as  he  had  adverted  to-— espe* 
cially  those  extracted  from  the 
lords'  report  on  foreign  trade-^ 
would  never  pass  this  reciprocity 
bill»  calculated  as  it  was  to  work 
the  ruin  of  the  country.  He  moved, 
incondnsion,  and  byway  of  amend- 
ment, that  the  bill  be  read  a  third 
time  this  day  three  months. 

[A  message  from  the  Lords 
brongh't  their  lordships'  assent  to 
several  bills;  and  among  others, 
the  beer  bill,  without  amendments, 
and  a  bill  to  regulate  the  solemn* 
iiatian  of  marriages  between  Bri- 
tish  subjects  in  India  and  else* 
where.} 

Mr  Aid.  Thwnpton  seconded  the 
amendment* 

Mr.  Wallace  conoeived,  that  at 
the  time  when  the  navigation  laws 
were  first  enacted,  they  were  mea# 
sores  of  a  wise  and  justifiable  po- 
licy. In  the  infancy  of  a  colonial 
trade,  it  was  essentially  necessary 
te  put  down  a  then  existing,  dan- 
gerous, Continental  rival.  But  now, 
tisat  object  being  answered,  he 
doubted  not  that  they  ought  to  be 
remodelled  and  revised ;  and  there 
could  be  no  question,  but  that 
those  laws  had,  in  a  great  variety 


of  iaatancts,  been  relaxed  already 
by  Pariiament  To  the  weliars  of 
a  great  naval  power,  nothing  was 
so  vitally  essential  as  the  extenr 
sion  of  its  commerce^  by  all  proper 
and  sound  means.  It  was  accord* 
ingly  with  such  an  object  in  view, 
that  those  measures  recently  intro*- 
duced  by  some  of  the  members  of 
his  Majesty's  government  had 
been  devised  and  proposed  to  Par- 
liament. Those  measures,  indeed, 
had  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  elicit 
several  taunts  from  the  honourable 
gentleman,  at  the  expense  of  those 
whom  he  was  pleased  to  call  spe- 
culating economists.  He  (Mr. 
Wallace)  knew  not,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inquire,  whether  he  waa 
meant  to  be  included  in  the  reflect 
tion.  Under  the  present  system, 
common  to  the  European  powers  in 
question,  the  only  means  of  meet- 
ing either  the  heavy  duties  which 
they  had  imposed  on  our  goods  and 
shipping,  or  of  being  admitted  with 
other  nations  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  of  their  commerce,  where 
the  duties  were  low,  were  in  all 
possible  respects,  to  place  our  du- 
ties and  impositions  upon  a  footing 
of  perfect  reciprocity  with  theirs. 
It  had  been  urged  that  foreign  na^ 
tiona  had  great  advantages  over  us 
in  respect  of  their  shipping  inte- 
rests, because  they  could  build 
ships  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
ourselves ;  bat  this  advantage  was 
counterbalanced  by  the  fact,  that 
British  vessels  were  generally  of 
greater  capacity  than  diey  stood 
registered  at;  and,  conaequentlyv 
they  paid  less  doty,  in  foiaga 
ports,  after  the  rate.  Upon  aa  ave^ 
rage,  again,  it  would  be  fbond  that 
the  wages  of  British  seamen  were 
cheaper  than  those  of  foreign 
sailors,  all  ebarges  being  taken 
into  the  account.  From  the 
2  c  «  Lords' 
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Lords*  report  it  clearly  appeared 
that  neither  the.  ships  of  Norway, 
nor  Sweden,  Russia,  Prussia, 
Franco,  nor  Holland,  could  com- 
pete with  English  ships  for  cheap- 
ness of  sailing.  It  was  equally  clear 
on  the  same  very  valuable  autho- 
•rity,  that  upon  all  long  voyages, 
such  as  those  from  the  coasts  of 
Africa  and  Asia,  from  India,  the 
Brazils,  and  the  West  Indies, 
freights  were  always  cheaper  in 
:English  bottoms,  than  in  any  ships 
of  Holland,  France,  or  Denmark. 
Now  the  honourable  member  who 
spoke  last  had  drawn  a  most  dis- 
couraging, and,  indeed,  alarming 
picture,  of  the  falling  off  of  our 
shipping  trade;  there  being,  ac- 
cording to  his  calculation,  a  de- 
crease within  three  years  of  em- 
ployment or  hire,  to  the  amount  of 
150,000  tons.  What  would  the 
house  say,  however,  to  a  statement, 
on  the  authenticity  of  tnrhich  they 
might  depend,  though  he  (Mr. 
Wallace)  had  had  it  prepared  ori- 
ginally for  another  occasion,  a  state- 
ment of  the  comparative  amount 
of  British  and  foreign  tonnage  em- 
ployed between  the  years  1815  and 
18IS2 ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
on  the  aggregate  of  eight  years, 
we  had  had  the  advantage  of  our 
Continental  neighbours  by  no  less 
than  598,000  tons  ?  Another  sub- 
ject of  regret  and  complaint  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  was,  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  British 
ships  employed.  With  great  sub- 
mission, however,  he  (Mr.  Wal- 
lace) thought  that  this  diminu- 
tion was,  in  effect,  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  shipping  interest ; 
for  he  bad  reason  to  know,  that  at 
the  commencement  of  peace,  there 
were  so  many  British  merchant- 
men, that  this  species  of  property 
became,  of  necessity,  quite  depre- 


ciated. It  was  impossible  that  the 
vessels  could  all  find  any  thing  like 
advantageous  employment.  At 
that  period,  be  heard  nothing  but 
complaints,  on  the  score  of  their 
numbers;  and  he  did  believe  it  to 
be  for  the  general  benefit  that  since 
then,  many  of  them  had  worn  out, 
and  had  not  yet  been  repaired  ;  and 
a  vast  number  (which  was  a  sin  - 
gular  fact)  had  been  held.  Now 
the  result  of  all  this  had  been,  that 
as  the  numbers  had  decreased,  the 
hire  had  risen,  so  as  at  length  to 
afford  the  owner  a  remunerating 
price.  (The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman then  cited  the  authorities  of 
Mr.  Solly,  and  other  merchants, 
on  these  subjects,  as  he  found  them 
in  the  Lords'  report.)  It  might, 
however,  be  a  satisfaction  to  the 
house  to  learn,  that  the  shipping 
trade  had  increased  in  every  re- 
spect very  considerably  since  last 
year  only  ;  for  in  1822,  the  num- 
ber of  ships  employed  was  18,7d6  ; 
their  tonnage,  2,263,000  tons.  la 
1823,  the  number  of  ships  em- 
ployed was  about  20,000;  their 
tonnage,  2,390,000  tons.  So 
that  the  increase  in  one  year  was 
nearly  1400  in  the  number  of 
ships,  and  127»000  tons  in  the 
tonnage.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
he  had  shown  that  this  mode  of 
equalizing  our  duties  with  those  of 
other  countries,  was  a  safe  one  as 
regarded  the  interests  of  our  ship- 
ping ;  and  if  so,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  it  was  likewise  the 
least  invidious  mode  of  preserving 
those  advantages  in  our  commer- 
cial relations  which  we  already  pos- 
sessed. 

After  some  observations  from 
Mr.  Rumbold,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
Huskiuon^  and  other  members, 
the  house  divided — For  the  mo- 
tion, 75 — For  tlie  amendment,  15. 
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llie  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee. 

Dr.  Lushtngton  rose  to  submit 
some  alterations  in  the  slave-trade 
consolidation  bill.  It  was  intended 
that  the  Privy  Council  should 
have  power  to  allow  the  exporta- 
tion of  slaves  in  certain  cases  from 
one  British  colony  to  another  till 
the  year  1826;  the  island  of  Tri- 
nidad, together  with  Demerara, 
being  excepted.  Slaves  were  not 
to  be  exported  under  any  cir- 
cumstances from  British  colo- 
nies to  either  of  the  American  con- 
tinents. The  reasons  for  except- 
ing Trinidad  and  Demerara  from 
the  regulation,  lay  chiefly  in  the 
shocking  waste  of  humau  life  which 
was  known  to  take  place  in  those 
colonies.  Be  tween  the  years  1816 
and  18^1,  there  appeared  a  dimi- 
nution' of  5000  upon  a  black  popu- 
lation of  24',719»  notwithstanding 
an  importation  in^  the  same  period 
of  2^628,  and  although,  very 
strange  to  say,  the  births  were  con- 
siderably more  than  the  deaths. 
The  latter  circumstance  was  ac- 
counted for  in  the  *  report  of  Sir 
Ralph  Woodford,  by  the  shameful 
irregularity  and  neglect  of  the  plan- 
ters in  registering  the  number  and 
state  of  their  slaves.  The  rapid 
diminution,  the  same  respectahle 
authority  attributed  to  the  mor- 
tality which  occurred  in  clearing 
the  new  grounds  granted  by  go- 
vernment. He  entered  into  other 
statements  to  prove  that  the  same 
waste  of  life  prevailed  in  Demerara. 
From  these,  which  were  the  go- 
'vemment  returns,  the  common 
feelings  of  humanity  and  justice 
would  prevent  them  from  keeping 
open  an  avenue  of  exportation  so 
destructive  to  the  black  population. 


The  planters  in  those  excepted 
colonies  could  set  up  no  pretence 
to  any  right  upon  the  subject. 
When  the  power  of  importation 
was  left  with  them,  there  was  no 
expectation  of  slaves  ever  being 
exported  to  them  from  the  other 
British  colonies,  because  these 
were  all  busied  in  increasing  the 
number  of  their  slaves,  whose  la- 
bour at  the  time  was  in  the  highest 
demand.  He  concluded  by  sub- 
mitting his  amendment. 

After  some  conversation.  Dr. 
Lushington  consented  to  withdraw 
his  clause. 

The  other  clauses  of  the  bill 
were  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
house  resumed. — Report  on  Tues- 
day. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
then  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad-, 
journed. 

House  of  Lords,  July  7. — ^A 
person  from  the  Treasury  presented 
an  account  of  the  average  price  of 
barley. 

Mr.  Brogden,  accompanied  by 
several  meipbers  of  the  house  of 
commons,  brought  up  the  Exche- 
quer bills,  East  India  half  pay  and 
pensions.  Court  of  Exchequer  (Ire- 
land), church  rates  (Ireland),  pas- 
sage vessels'  regulation  (Ireland), 
duties  and  drawbacks  (Ireland), 
and  customs'  duties'  regulation 
bills,  which  were  read  the  first 
time. 

The  larcenies  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  bill 
for  relieving  doubts  as  to  marriages 
of  British  subjects  solemnized  in 
foreign  parts,  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

The  Irish  Court  of  Chancery  bill 
went  through  a  committee.  Re- 
port to  be  received  to-morrow. 

•The  Earl  ofRossfyn  moved  that 
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tho  bflUBe  do  reBohpe  itulf  into  a 
c^mniktce  oo  tlie  Seotefa  entails  bill. 

After  some  fiurifaer  discussioD, 
in  which  the  Earl  of  Lamderdalef 
the  Eorl  ^  Aberdeen,  and  tho 
Lord  ChameeUor  participated,  the 
question  was  put  on  the  original 
motion,  and  negaliTsd  witbeot  a 
division. 

The  Earl  afUverpi&oi  then  moved 
the  order  ^f  the  daj  for  the  com** 
raittal  ci  the  Irtsk  insurrectioa  act. 

On  the  qaeation  that  the  bill 
be  €omiDitted«*-4}onttnt,  d6-^Not 
content,  if. 

The  house  then  went  into  coi»- 
ittttteey  and  Lord  EUenborough  de- 
olaied  tluit  the  eflect  of  this  bill 
would  bo  furthtr  to  irritate  the 
people  of  Ireland.  He  argued 
that  there  was  not  aafficient  force 
in  Ireland  to  carry  it  into  operation* 

The  Duke  of  WeUingtoA  con- 
tended the  contrary,  and  insnted 
that  the  advantage  of  the  bill  was 
thid--*that  aa  the  ontragea  were 
committed  at  night,  it  prevented 
people  from  being  oat  of  their 
housea  aiter  ontaiB  hours.  Ha 
protested  against  throwing  the 
odhim  of  tho  execution  of  the  bil) 
upon  tho  miistai^,  if  the  civil  aifr* 
tfaoritiea  were  ^eomptiaiat  to  tho 
duty. 

Earl  JFitsaoiMiam  eaid,  that  he 
had  never  ghren  a  vote  with  mere 
aatisfaetaon  than  thai  juat  recorded 
against  the  further  proceeding  of 
tUs  oppreestve  meaoare. 

On  bringing  up  the  repoct, 

The  EarlofBgm^  otyected  to 
the  vague  manner  in  whick  aome 
of  the  ckuaes  ware  worded. 

Lord  Holland  observed,  that 
this  bill,  which  deprived  thtt  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  of  the  benefit  of 
equal  laws,  had  been  sent  into  the 
house  in  a  shape  which  precluded 
the  possibility  of  amewhacat. 


The  Ear/  rfUotrpooi  said,  that 
in  Ireland  all  parties  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  natare  of  its 
provisions. 

Lord  Bexk^  said  a  few  words, 
after  which  the  report  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Earl  of  Lrcerpool  moved 
that  the  resolutions  regarding  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  be  entered  on 
the  jonnaals. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  refiol»- 
tioBs  should  be  entered  oa  the  jour- 
nals.— Adjourned. 

House  of  CowmofM,  Jufy  7*— * 
The  marriage  act  amendment  bill 
was  read  a  second  time-^to  lie 
over  till  the  next  session. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed  :-~<httrch 
rates  in  Ireland  btlU  Irish  aoalkioaa 
iniiiries  bill,  Irish  Exchequer  coart 
bill,  Kilternan  onion  bill,  Irish  pas- 
sage vessels'  regulation  bill,  East 
India  half-pay  bill. 

The  Cost  general-  sessions  bill 
went  throtagfa  a  committee^--Or*> 
dered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to«. 
morrow. 

'  The  report  of  the  Iriah  Exche- 
quer Court  alampa  bill  was  agreed 
Us  and  the  bill  ordered  to  b»  read 
a  third  lime  t(^*marrow. 

Tke  report  of  Lord  St.VinceBt*8 
annuity  ball  was  received:  to  be 
read  a  third  time  tiMxioriow. 

Tho  report  oa  the  Irish  line» 
manufacturee  bill  was  bfooght  opw 

Mrm  Hmme  DKyved  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  the  report  be  taken 
into  coosidemtion  this  day  three 
months -^  The  house  divided-*^ 
For  reotiting  the  report*  SSr^-For 
the  amtedtDent,  7» 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  bo  read 
a  third  time  to^oaorrow. 

Mr.  WUberforce  prsaented  a  po» 

titit>a  firoaa  the  Rev.  John  LeoH 

priere,  late  maater  of   the    free 

grammar 
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grammar  school  at  Exeter,  com* 
pkdnkig  oi  the  arbitrary  eoftdnct 
of  the  trustecB  of  the  said  8cfao(»l, 
in  displacing  him  without  caute, 
aad  praying  that  the  hoitie  "vrould 
be  gracioosly  pleased  to  refer  his 
case  to  the  commissionere  af^poiot* 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  abases  of  cha* 
ritable  institutions. — Ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mn  Roberiion  presented  a  peti* 
tion  from  William  Smith,  of  the 
Commercial-rood,  raascer-mariaer, 
stating  that  he,  being  empkiyed 
in  the  South  American  trade,  dis« 
covered,  in  the  year  1819,  the  land 
called  New  South  Britain,  the 
name  of  which  had  since  been 
called  New  South  Shetknd  i  tbaS 
he  communicated  the  discovery  to 
the  captain  of  an  English  ship: 
that  he  had  refused  the  offers  ma<b 
to  him  1^  certain  American  ttier« 
chants  for  his  discovery ;  and  upon 
applying  lisr  remtmeratioo  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  wae  in*' 
formed  they  bad  no  funds  for  such 
a  purpose,  lie  therefore  prayed 
for  a  recempeose  from  this  bnHse» 
his  discovery  having  beea  very 
valuable  to   the  fislmry  ia  tikose 


Mr.  Mmberfy  ptesented  a  peti- 
tioD  from  Thomas  Hagard*  who 
had  been  taken  np  on  suspidon  ef 
being  centemed  in  the  Gato-stteet 
conspiracy,  praying  the  house  to 
take  his  case  into  coftsideratiofi. 

Mr*  Peel  said  the  petitioner's 
ease  differed  in  ao  respect  from  that 
of  any  other  person  who  shoold  be 
taken  «p  on  suspicson.  So  far  from 
no  Biispicfon  being  entertained  with 
r^ard  to  the  petitioner,  he  could 
asaan  She  honourable  gentleman 
that  there  was  quite  enough  to  jus^ 
tify  bis  committal  for  high  treason. 
Some  of  the  persons  arrested  on 
the  occaaioB  alluded  to»  wampro- 


ceeded  agaihst  capi^lly;  others 
had  been  transported;  and  some 
others  (of  whom  the  petitioner  was 
one)  Were  discharged  in  conse- 
c{uence  of  no  prosecution  being  ii»- 
stitoted  against  thena.  This  was 
done  by  order  of  the  Privy  Council, 
but  it  by  no  means  folldwed  that 
there  was  no  charts  against  Ihe 
petitioner. 

Mr,  Hume  said  he  bad  made 
some  inquiries  of  certain  of  the 
petitioner's  neighboniB  as  to  bis  re- 
spectability, aad  he  learnt  frdm 
them  that  he  bad  lived  in  good  rs^ 
pute,  and  maintained  himself  de- 
cently by  kecpbig  a  school^  up  to 
the  period  of  the  aoousatiaa.  TVs 
petitioner  was  ready  lo  prove,  and 
be  challenged  all  proof  to  the  eon^ 
irary,  that  none  of  the  conspira* 
tors  had  ever  est  foot  within  his 
house,  with  the  exoeptioa  of  the 
spy,  Edwards,  whom  he  had  eda* 
cated  when  a  boy.  He  bad  never 
seen  Edwarde  for  a  period  of 
twenty-*€oe  years  until  a  km  days 
before  the  discovery  of  the  plot» 
when  he  paid  him  a  vimt,  which 
led  to  the  petitioner's  arrest.  lie 
(Mr.  Home)  f  hoagbC  it  was  a  great 
h^dsfaip  upon  the  petitsooef,  who 
was  in  perfect  health  at  the  period 
oi  hie  ^mmiiiaeat,  and  who  was 
■ow  so  reduced  by  hk  sofisrings  as 
to  be  an  object  of  ^onuaissrAtion, 
and  entitled  to  the  atteniioa  of  the 
house. 

After  a  conversatkm,  id  which 
Mr.  Butterwotth,  Mr,  Bromgkam, 
Mr.  Peelf  Mr.  Ctmnk^f  Aidermm 
Wood,  and  Mr.  H.  O.  Betinet  look 
part,  the  petitioa  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  taUe^ 

Mr.  Mttkerfy  thea  tao^d  that 
it  be  printed. 

Mn.  Peel  opposed  the  motion, 

aUeging   that  the  bouse  was   net 

a  fit  irlboaal  to  try  the  case  of  tha 

petitioner, 
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petitioner^  who,  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  complain  of,  might  find 
redress  in  a  court  of  law. 

Mr.  Denman  supported  the  mo- 
tion, and  contended,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  petitioner's  merits, 
they  could  form  no  objection  to  the 
printing  his  petition,  the  intent  of 
which  was,  that  every  member  in 
the  house  might  be  acquainted 
with  its  contents. 

The  house  then  divided  upon  the 
motion  for  printing  the  petition, 
when  the  numbers  were — ^Ayes, 
31— Noes,  60. 

Mr.  Brougham  said  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  petition  from  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Robert  Quinn,  a 
surgeon  of  Belfast,  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
house,  as  it  complained  of  a  very 
great  abuse  in  the  administration 
of  justice,  in  the  manner  in  which 
Baron  MacClelland  had  conducted 
the  petitioner's  trial, — the  manner 
in  which  the  jury  was  chosen,  and 
the  influence  used  to  obtain  a  ver- 
dict. 

The  petition  was  then  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  Wynn,  the 
East. India  trade  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  after  a  few  words  from 
Messrs.  .Hiuflie,  Forbes^  and  Money ^ 
who  complained  of  the  injustice 
which  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  bill 
inflicted  on  the  Lascars,  or  native 
seamen  of  India. 

The  bill,  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Brighty  Mr.  Hume^  and  Mr, 
Wynn,  was  passed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Peel  moved  the 
taking  into  consideration  the  Lords' 
amendments  to  the  above  bill. 

Afr.  G,  Bennet  Expressed  his  de- 
testation of  the  barbarous  punish- 
ment of  flogging,  which  was  recog- 
niied  by  one  of  the  amendments  in 
the  bill,  and  moved  that  the  fol- 


lowing words  be  left  out,  **  or  per* 
sonal  correction  in  case  prisonor* 
are  convicted  of  felony,  or  sen- 
tenced to  bard  labour." 

Mr.  W.  Courtenay  wished,  be- 
fore the  house  divided  on  tbt« 
amendment,  to  move  certain  ver- 
bal amendments,  which  would  noi 
be  opposed.  The  learned  gent.'» 
amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  divided  on  Mr, 
Bennetts  amendment,  '*  That  the 
words,  '  or  by  personal  correction, 
in  case  prisoners  are  convicted  of 
felony,  or  sentenced  to  hard  la- 
bour,' be  omitted." — For  the 
amendment,   ^ — Against  it,  d6. 

ikfr.  JVilmot  Horton  then  ad- 
dressed the  house  on  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  New  South  Wales  ju- 
risdiction bill.  He  moved  that  the 
bill  be  re-committed.  After  some 
observations  from  several  mem* 
hers,  the  house  went  into  a  com- 
mittee. 

On  the  reading  of  the  clause,  by 
which  a  commission  consisting  of 
seven  officers  should  be  appointed 
to  try  cases, 

Sir  J,  Madniosk  moved  as  an 
amendment,  that  such  cases  should 
be  tried  ''  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men, 
duly  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors  io 
New  South  Wales  and  Van  Die- 
man's  Land,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions thereinafter  mentioned." 

Mr.  W.  Horton  opposed  the 
amendnMnt,  and  contended  that 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  grant  such 
a  privilege  at  present. 

Mr,  H.  Gumey,  Mr,  WUher^ 
force,  Mr.  Bright,  Mr.  D.  Gilbert, 
Mr.  Motley,  Mr.  G.  Bennet,  and 
Mr.  Hume,  said  each  a  few  words  ^ 
in  support  of  the  amendment-— 
For  the  original  motion,  41 — For 
the  amendment,  30. 

On  the  succeeding  clause 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Canning  observed,  that  as 
there  appeared  to  be  a  serious  dif- 
ference of  opinion  upon  the  merits 
of  this  bill,  he  would  suggest  a 
compromise.  Instead  of  passing 
the  bill  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time,  he  would  have  it  limited,  so 
as  to  secure  to  the  Parliament  an 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  it. 
He  would,  therefore,  propose  the 
period  of  five  years  or  four  years, 
after  the  termination  of  the  next 
session  of  parliament,  for  its  dura- 
tion, which  would  give  about  two 
clear  years  of  experience,  upon 
which  they  would  be  enabled  to  de- 
termine for  or  against  the  r&-enact- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  moved  ac- 
cordingly, and  carried  without  op- 
position. 

Several  other  clauses  were  then 
agreed  to,  after  which  the  house 
resumed,  and  the  Chairman  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

The  law  merchant  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  S.  Rice  fixed  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  report  on  the 
conduct  of  the  Chief  BaronO'Grady 
for  to-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day 
were  then  disposed  of,  and  the 
house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  July  8.— The 
Royal  assent  was  given  by  com- 
mission to  the  beer,  larcenies,  felo 
de  se,  and  Irish  elections  bills. 

The  beer  duties  and  lotteries' 
bills  were  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Holland^ 
the  marriages  in  foreign  parts  bill 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  report  on  the  Irish  Court  of 
Chancery  bill  was  brought  up,  and 
agreed  to. 


The  Scotch  juries  bill  was  read 
a  second  time. 

The  Irish  tithe  commntation 
bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  to-mor- 
row. 

The  14,000,000^.  exchequer  bills 
bill  was  committed  ;  the  other  bills 
before  the  house  were  forwarded 
through  their  several  stages;  and 
the  house  then  adjourned. 

House  of  Commonsy  July  8. — 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  F,  Buxton, 
a  return  was  ordered  of  the  number 
of  bushels  of  malt  charged  with 
duty  from  the  5th  January  1829, 
to  the  5th  January  1823. 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  also  moved  for 
extracts  or  copies  of  correspon- 
dence with  government  as  to  the 
state  of  slavery  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Dr.  Phillimore  brought  in  a  bill 
for  allowing  Roman  Catholic  priests 
to  solemnize  marriages  between  Ro- 
man Catholics,  under  certain  re- 
strictions. 1 1  was  read  a  first  time : 
the  second  reading  was  postponed 
for  three  months,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  St.  Petersburgh  marriage 
bill  was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  laid  upon  the 
table  two  petitions  from  places  in 
Norfolk,  against  the  existence  of 
slavery. 

Lord  St.  Vincent's  annuity  bill 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
Sir.  J.  Macintosh  presented  a 
petition  from  the  body  of  eman- 
cipated convicts  of  New  South 
Wales,  complaining  of  the  disabi- 
lities to  which  they  were  subject- 
ed by  the  courts  of  law  in  that 
country,  praying  to  be  relieved  by 
the  bill  before  the  house  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  colony. 
The    honourable    member  stated, 

that 
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tiiat  the  present  petition  had  been 
forwarded  to  Great  Britain  with 
another  to  the  House  of  X.ords, 
which  had  not  been  preaentedf  be- 
came the  ageata,  from  their  cor- 
respondence  with  government,  had 
understood  that  minittari  were 
about  to  introduce  a  measure  which 
of  itself  would  be  a  gracious  an- 
swer to  the  prayer  of  the  peti* 
tion.  He  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  oace  more  making  an  ap- 
pealy  not  to  the  equity  of  huma- 
nity, but  to  the  strict  justice  of 
the  bouse,  on  behalf  of  a  body  of 
mea  deprived  of  their  rights,  and 
who  had  been  cruelly  disappointed 
in  the  expectation  that  they  would 
be  restored  to  them.  The  peti- 
tion stated  the  number  of  emanci* 
pated  convicts  to  be  7^66^  by 
whose  labour  New  South  Wales 
had  been  cleared,  cultivated,  and 
broaght  to  its  present  state  of 
prosperity.  The  petitioners  had 
29,000  acres  of  land  under  culti- 
vation, and  SiS,000  acres  unculti- 
vated: they  had  1200  houses  ia 
towns,  and  they  owned  49,968 
head  of  cattle:  they  had  174,000 
sheep,  Mlo  horses,  215  colo- 
nial v^sels  of  various  burdens, 
150,0001  capital  vested  in  trade, 
and  is  the  whole  a  capital  of  about 
IfiOOfiOOL  The  petitioners  stated, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  iaslrue<« 
tions  issued  by  guvennneat  in  pur- 
saance  of  an  act  of  parliament,  they 
had  been  manumAtted  and  allow- 
ed to  enjoy  all  the  rights  vi  irt^ 
owa  until  the  detataiioation  of  the 
supiema  Court  of  New  Soudi 
Wales,  (ia  consequence  of  laebes 
for  which  they  wese  not  un»wer« 
Mtf  hut  eommitted  by  the  public 
departmaats,  in  not  pniperly  regis* 
tering  their  pasdona^  aad  aot  issa* 
inga  geaeral  pardon);  thai  the  emi- 
ditions  of  the  act  not  having  been 


complied  with,  they  remained  in 
the  condition  of  attainted  felons. 
Since  this  decision,  the  petittoaers 
had  been  deprived  of  their  legal 
rights — they  could  not  sue  or  be 
sued-^oould  aoCgive  evidence  in  a 
Court  of  Justice.  They  truatad 
that  the  house  would  pay  atteatiosi 
to  their  casc^  aad  afibrd  them  each 
retief  as  was  ia  its  power.  To  the 
hon.  member  this  appeared  te  be 
not  only  a  strong  but  an  irresistible 
appeal,  aad  it  was  still  to  be  hoped 
that-  the  clauses  for  the  complete 
and  immediate  relief  of  the  peti- 
tioocrs  would  still  be  inserted  ia  the 
bill  before  the  house.  He  protested 
against  the  delay  of  this  measare 
until  the  next  session,  and  still 
more  to  the  grounds  oa  whick  that 
delay  was  rested.  An  inqatry 
ought  to  be  ael  on  foot  without  de- 
lay ;  for  if  it  were  fouad  on  iaves* 
tigation  that  the  parden  of  the  pc* 
titioaers  had  been  improper^  or 
iniprovidently  granted,  it  wwdd 
saaterially  aher  their  condition, 
anddisappmat  thehr  expectations*-*^ 
The  petition  having  been  read,  it 
was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ed  to  be  printed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hu 
the  correspoodence  between  the 
East  India  Ceaopany  and  the 
Governor  of  Bombay,  relatrve  Is 
the  expeditioa  agatnat  the  Aiabs, 
was  ordered  to  be  lahl  upoo  the 
taUe. 

Mr.  G.  Bainety  on  bringing  ap 
the  report  of  the  coosmittse  on 
the  Peaitentiary,  ebwrved  that  it 
had  twice  visited  the  estsfaliali* 
meot,  and  that  the  duty  it  had 
discharged  ia  this  iaqairy  had  beea 
most  disagreeable  aad  paanW..  After 
all  dae  investigation,  thr  ooaunit- 
tee  had  come  to  the  unanifnoas  re^ 
solution,  that  no  felame  osuld  at* 
tach  to  any  person  connected  with 

the 
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the  Pcniteotiary.  The  medical 
aUendants  aad  others  had  done 
their  utmoBt,  and  if  mortality  had 
prevailed  tbere^  it  was  in  no  re* 
spect  attributable  to  inattention. 
Diseases  of  an  epidemic  character 
not  unfrequently  prevailed  in  dis* 
trictSt  and  be  bad  been  told  that 
in  London,  dunng  the  first  three 
months  of  the  present  year,  the 
mortality  bad  been  equal  to  the 
deaths  in  eight  ordinary  months^ 
The  hardness  of  the  winter  had 
no  doubt  contributed  to  produce 
this  effect.  It  appeared  in  the  re- 
port that  the  disorders  prevailing 
in  the  Penitentiary  had  been  greatly 
reduced,  for  whereas  in  May  there 
were  ninety  persons  under  medical 
care^  on  the  3rd  instant  there  were 
onfy  thirty-nine.  The  honourable 
member  also  entered  into  some 
other  details  respecting  the  con* 
tents  of  the  report,  which  was  or* 
deted  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  Maberfy  nooved  lor  an  esti* 
mate  of  all  charges  on  the  conso- 
lidated fund,  from  January  1823 
to  January  1824. 

Mr.  J.  Smith  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  a  merchant  of  the  naoM 
of  Lowe,  complaioiug  that  the  in- 
dependence of  New  Colombia  bad 
not  been  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Robertson  impressed  upon 
the  house  the  high  importance  of 
coaciliating  the  States  of  South 
America,  for  the  sake  of  the  bound- 
less trade  that  would  thus  be  open- 
ed to  Great  Britain.  He  ob|ected 
also  strongly  to  the  manner  in 
which  ministen  had  accommodated 
themselves  to  the  unjust  and  inju- 
rioHs  deoiaads  of  the  powers  of  the 
Continent* 

Mr.  F.  Buxton  aad  Mr.  Mar- 
rtf^  supported  the  petition,  which 
was  ordered  to  be^printed. 


Tbedistilkries  hill  was  then  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  the  following 
resolutions  with  respect  to  the 
land  tax. 

*'  That  by  various  returns  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  during  the 
last  and  present  session  of  parlta- 
ment,  it  appears,  that  the  land-tax 
of  England  and  Wales,  made  per- 
petual by  the  act  of  38  Geo.  III., 
c.  60,  was  fixed  at  1,9^3,6731: 
that  that  ao^ount  was  received  and 
accounted  for  in  each  of  the  two 
years  1797  and  1798  ;  and  that,  in 
the  year' endipg  the  5  th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1822,  the  amount  of  land-tax 
received  and  accounted  for  was 
only  I,f34,l68/.,  showing  a  dimi- 
nution of  755,5051.  in  the  annual 
receipt 

*'  That  from  the  period  of  pass- 
ing the  act  of  38  Geo.  111.,  c.  60, 
to  the  5ih  of  January,  1822,  the 
sum  of  692,6131  of  land-tax  in 
England  and  Wales  has  been  re- 
deemed ;  and,  under  the  act  of  46 
Geo.  III.,  c.  133,  and  other  acts, 
small  livings  and  obaritahk  insti- 
tutions have  been  exenerated  from 
the  land-tax  to  the  aAOont  of 
8801/.  making  together  the  sum 
of  701,414/.  redeemed  and  exone- 
rated in  the  23  years. 

^'  That  these  returns  show  an  ac- 
tual reduction  between  the  amount 
received  in  the  years  1821  and 
1798^  in  the  annual  amount  of 
land-tax,  of  755,505/.,  whilst  the 
sums  rsdeemed  and  exonerated 
amount  only  to  701,414/.:  making 
a  difference  aad  deficiency  of  an* 
nual  land-tax  of  54,09U  to  be  ac* 
ceonlediDr. 

''That  out  of  the  701,414/.  of 
the  land-tax  redeemed  and  exone- 
rated lA  23  years  ending  the  5tk 
of  JwMHury  1822,  660,907/.  thero- 
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of  had  been  so  redeemed  and  exo- 
nerated prior  to  the  5  th  of  January 
1813,  leaving  the  amount  unre- 
deemed, and  receivable  in  the  year 
1813  to  be  1,328,766/.;. and  as 
the  amount  of  only  40,507/.  was 
redeemed  and  exonerated  in  the 
nine  years,  from  the  5  th  of  Ja* 
nuary  1813,  to  the  5th  of  January 
1822,  there  remained  of  the  land- 
tax  unredeemed,  due,  and  receiv- 
able in  England  and  Wales,  in  the 
said  nine  years,  the  aggregate  sum 

Land-Tax  redeemed,  exonerated,  and  received,  in  nine  Years,  from 
1813  to  1821  inclusive. 


of  11,708,277/. ;  whilst  it  appears 
by  the  returns  before  this  house, 
as  well  as  by  the  annual  (i  nance 
accounts,  that  during  that  period 
10,980,589/.  only  has  been  ac- 
counted for,  showing  a  defalcation 
of  no  less  a  sum,  in  the  aggregate 
of  the  nine  years,  than  728,688/., 
or  an  average  of  80,965/.  per  an- 
num;  as  more  particularly  exem- 
plified in  the  following  statement, 
viz. — 


Leaving  the 

Amount 

Amount 

Amount 

Total 

amount  un- 

which has 

Years 

redeemed 

exonerated 

redeemed 

redeemed 

been  ac- 

ending 

in  each 

in  each 

and 

and  receiv- 

counted for 

year. 

year. 

exonerated. 

able  in  each 
year. 

(f^idcNo. 
240.) 

£, 

£. 

jf. 

£^ 

£^ 

Dec.  1813 

6,798 

146 

6,944 

1,321,822 

1,272,257 

1814 

9,459 

1,124 

10,583 

1,311,239 

1,261,020 

1815 

4,835 

122 

4,957 

1,306,282 

1,166,164 

1816 

3,452 

•  • 

3,452 

1,302,830 

1,203,310 

1817 

3,014 

221 

3,235 

1,299,595 

1,210,217 

1818 

3,900 

379 

4,279 

1,295,316 

1,240,535 

1819 

2,683 

167 

2,800 

1,292,516 

1,229,535 

1820 

2,098 

•  • 

2,098 

1,290,418 

1,163,383 

1821 
Total.  • . . 

2,155 

4 

2,159 

1,288,259 

1,234,168 

38,344 

2,i«^'3 

40,507 

11,708,277 

10,980,589 

Amount  ac 

counted  for 

10,980,589 

^  £80,965 
>per  ann. 

Diifcrence 

or  defalcati 

on 

728,688 

3  average. 

''  That,  in  addition  to  the  defal- 
cation exhibited  in  •  the  preceding 
resolutions,  it  appears,  that  the 
expenses  incurred  under  the  before- 
mentioned  acts,  for  the  redemption 
and  exoneration  of  the  land-tax, 
have  amounted  to  the  enormous 
snm  of  388,9^5/.,  in  the  proportion 
of  59,032/.  by  the  commissioners 
for  the  redemption  and  exonera- 


tion of  church  and  corporation 
lands ;  of  240,399/.  by  the  Tax- 
office  ;  and  of  89,604/.  paid  to 
the  clerks  of  the  commissioners  of 
districts,  as  allowance  for  pound- 
age on  land-tax  redeemed. 

"  That,  in  addition  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred,  as  stated  in  the 
preceding  resolution,  there  further 
appears,  at  page  204  of  the  lioaoce 
accounts, 
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accounts,  for  the  year  ending  the 
5th  of  January  1 81 1 ,  the  following 
item;  viz.  *  To  the  commissioners 
for  the  redemption  of  land-tax, 
&c.  by  ecclesiastical  and  corpo- 
rate bodies/  a  charge  of  1 2,0001. : 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  en- 
tered in  any  of  the  returns  made  to 
parliament,  which  ptirpor^  to  con- 
tain an  account  of  all  the  expenses 
incurred  under  the  said  acts. 

"  That  by  a  return  made  to 
parliament  this  session,  it  appears 
that  there  has  been  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  by  the 
Receivers-General  of  land-tax,  on 
account  of  interest  on  instalment 
considerations,  and  other  payments 
deferred,  since  the  passing  of  the  act 
of  the  38th  of  George  III.  c.  60, 
to  the  5th  of  January  18S8,  the 
sum  of  211,547/.;  whilst  only 
75,968/.  appear  to  have  been  ac- 
counted for  in  the  finance  ac- 
counts annually  laid  before  par- 
liament. 

**  That  whilst  in  the  nine  years 
from  the  5th  of  January,  1813,  to 
the  5th  of  January,  1822,  the  to- 
tal amount  of  tax  redeemed  and 
exonerated  has  been  only  40,507/., 
the  expenses  in  the  same  period 
have  amountetl  to  no  less  a  suiii 
than  82,487/.  exclusive  of  38,949/. 
paid  to  clerks  of  districts  for 
poundage  on  land-tax,  after  it  had 
been  redeemed. 

*'  Thataltbough  the  amount  exo- 
nerated under  the  direction  of  the 
comnaissioners  for  the  redemption 
and  exoneration  of  church  and  cor- 
poration land  in  the  year  1 820,  was 
only  3/.  17 s,  4id.,  and  in-  1821, 
only  2/.  7«.,  and  the  expenses  of 
their  office  during  those  two  years 
(including  600/.  per  annum  each 
to  two  acting  commissioners,  and 
40O/.  per  annlkm  to  a  secretary) 
amounted  to  no  less   a  sum  than 


4662/.  19#.  2d.,  yet  it  does  not 
appear  that  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters have  taken  any  measures  to 
free  the  public  from  ^so  great  and 
unnecessary  a  charge.'' 

On  the    first  resolution   being 
read, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  he  trusted  that  in  a  few 
words  he  should  show  that  they 
ought  not  be  adopted  by  the  house. 
In  the  first  resolution  the  hon. 
member  stated,  '*  that  the  land- 
tax  of  England  and  Wales,  made 
perpetual  by  the  act  38th  Geo. 
III.,  was  fixed  at  1,989,673/. 
Now  it  was  true,  that  by  the  act 
passed  in  1797,  this  sum  was 
named,  but  that  act  was  called  the 
annual  land-tax  act.  In  the  year 
1793  another  act  was  passed, 
which  made  the  land-tax  perpe- 
tual. This  act  assumed  as  its 
basis  the  sum  of  1,989,673/.,  but 
a  clause  was  introduced  which  left 
out  the  tax  on  pensions  and  offices 
which  were  not  made  perpetual. 
The  sum  thus  leftout  was  127,000/. 
The  act  of  60th  Geo.  III.  was  the 
same  as  the  act  of  1797,«Rtiftf#  the 
127,000/,  which  was  not  perpetual 
but  regulated  by  an  annual  act 
The  amount  of .  this  sum  varied-  in 
different  years,  and  it  was  reduced 
from  151,000/,,  at  which  it  stood 
in  1808,  to  39,000/,  which  was  iU 
amount  in  1 820.  Here  the  hon. 
gentleman  had,  in  the  outset,  made 
a  most  erroneous  calculation,  and 
the  whole  of  his  deductions  found- 
ed upon  it  were  consequently  erro- 
neous. With  respect  to  the  ex- 
pense, the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman contended  that  the  sum  of 
388,945/.,  the  expense  of  collection 
and  management,  was  by  no 
means  money  thrown  away,  for 
the  country  had  already  gained 
1,500,000/.  by  the  operation  of  the 

act. 
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act.  He  would  admit,  however, 
that  some  (^  the  expenses  were 
worthy  of  the  consideratlan  of  his 
Majesty's  goveratneDt,  io  order  to 
see  how  far  they  could  be  reduced- 
He  would  admit  that  the  aiDoaiit 
of  exoneration  within  the  last  two 
years  was  very  small;  hut  the 
house  would  recollect,  that  the 
eommissiouers  had  a  very  exteop' 
sive  and  delicate  correspondence 
to  maintain,  and  that  great  discre- 
tion was  vested  in  them.  At  the 
same  time,  he  would  have  no  diflii- 
culty  to  inquire  how  far  it  might 
be  necessary  to  continue  the  esta- 
blishment permanently.  But  the 
honourable  member  would  bear  in 
mind,  that  all  those  commissioners 
exercised  their  functions  under  the 
authority  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Treasury  to  displace  them  at 
pleasure,  without  the  introduction 
of  a  legislative  measure.  The  Trea- 
sury, however,  had  shown  no  dis- 
position  to  fill  up  the  vacancies 
which  had  occurred.  In  conclusion 
he  said,  he  should  feel  it  hb  duty 
to  inquire  into  the  facts,  how  much 
better  the  duty  might  be  performed, 
and  with  what  diminution  of  ex- 
pense to  the  puhlic ;  but  beyond 
the  inquiry,  he  would  not  pledge 
himself  at  present  He  must,  how- 
ever, negative  the  resolutions,  as 
founded  in  error. 

Mr.  Maberiy^  after  suggesting 
to  his  hon.  frieud  to  withdraw  the 
resolutions,  as,  they  were  founded 
on  an  enroneons  assumption,  ob- 
served, that  if  those  commissioners 
were  not  under  the  control  of  the 
Treasury,  it  was  high  time  that 
they  should  be,  or  that  the  house 
should  take  the  subject  into  its  own 
hands.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  best  way  would  be  to  leave  the 


subject  Io  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
who  were  the  fittest  to  examine 
into  it ;  but  if  something  was  not 
done  in  it  early  in  the  next  session 
he  pledged  himself  to  bring  it  again 
before  Uie  notice  of  the  house. 

Jlir.  Hume  said,  that  as  his  ob- 
ject was  for  the  present  answered 
by  calling  the  attention  of  minis- 
ters to  the  subject,  he  would,  with 
the  leave  of  the  house,  withdraw 
his  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  accordingl/ 
withdrawn. 

Mn  Alderman  Woad^  after  de^^ 
siguating  the  lease  of  the  Llanel- 
lychyd  slate  quarries  to  Mr.  Daw- 
kins  Pennant  as  a  gniss  job  on  the 
part  of  the  government,  moved  for 
the  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
grant  of  the  Crown  to  Lady  Peniyn 
and  Mr.  Dawkins  Pennant  for 
the  working  of  the  slate  mines  at 
Llanellychydyin  the  county  of  Car^ 
narvon. 

Mr*  Hume  seconded  the  motion. 

The  bouse  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  motion— Ayes,  9 
— Noes,  43. 

The  report  of  the  resolutions  re* 
lating  to  the  Chief  Baron  O'Grady 
was  brought  up. 

The  SoUcitor-General  objected 
to  placing  these  resolutions  (though 
they  were  simply  resolutions  of 
fact)  upon  the  journals,  because,  al- 
though no  corrupt  motive  could  be 
charged  against  the  Chief  Baron, 
yet  if  the  house  followed  that 
course  they  would  convey  an  im- 
plied censure  upon  that  learned 
judge.  He  would  therefore  pro- 
pose a  resolution  to  follow  the  reso- 
lutions of  fact  to  this  effect  :-««•''  Re* 
solved,  that  it  does  not  appear  to 
this  house  that  there  is  sufficient 
ground 
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grmmd  to  aacribe  the  alteration  of 
the  fees  in  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer, stated  to  have  been  made  by 
the  Chief  Baron  of  Ireland,  to  any 
improper  motiTe  on  the  part  of  that 
judge." 

A  conversation  tlien  took  place 
at  considerable  length  between  Mr. 
JOaljf^  Mr.  Courtenaiff  Mr.  Peel^ 
Mr.  Scarlett,  Mr.  Goulbum^  and 
Mr,  Cannings  afcer  which  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  report  was 
adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
than  disposed  of,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Lord$j  July  9. — At  a 
quarter  before  four  o'clock  there 
was  a  coouniasion,  the  commission- 
ers being  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Earl  of  Shafiesbyry^  and  Lord 
Maryborough^  when  the  royal  as- 
sent was  given,  in  the  usual  form, 
to  the  lotteries'  bill,  the  barilla  du- 
ties' bill,  Irish  insurrection  bill, 
and  disembodied  militia  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  took 
the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Business  was  resuined  at  five 
o'clock. 

Mr.  BrogdeUy  and  several  other 
members  from  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  brought  up  the  distilleries' 
bill. 

A  person  from  the  tax-office 
brought  up  papers  respecting  the 
national  debt. 

A  person  brought  up  the  amount 
of  the  expense  of  building  new 
churches. 

The  Duke  ofLeinster  presented 
a  petiti<m  from  certain  freemasons 
in  Ireland,  against  the  unlawful 
oaths'  bill. 

The  Bishop  ofNorxokh  presented 
a  petition  from  the  clergy  of  the 
diocess  of  Norwich,  in  £fivoar  of  the 
Catholic  qualification  hill. 


On  the  motion  of  Lord  Mehiilet 
the  Scotch  commissary  courts'  bill 
went  through  a  committee,  and  was 
reported. 

The  Earl  of  Verulam  presented 
a  petition  from  the  Archdeaconry 
of  St.  Albans,  against  the  CathoUo 
qualification  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Lord  Holland^ 
the  foreign  marriages'  bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  customs'  bill,  the  frish  du- 
ties' and  drawbacks'  bill,  the  East 
India  mutiny  bill,  and  the  Iiisb 
malicious  injuries'  bill,  were  seve* 
rally  committed  and  reported. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  certaiu  per- 
sons residing  in  the  counties  of 
Surrey  and  Middlesex,  praying  for 
the  introduction  of  a  system  of  poor 
laws  into  Ireland. 

The  Marquis  of  Lensdotcnmov^d 
the  second  reading  of  the  English 
Catholics  Bill.  It  was  opposed 
by  Lord  Redesdak,  and  supported 
by  the  Earl  of  fVestmorldnd. 

The  Bishop  of  Norwich  express- 
ed his  satisfaction,  and  would 
trouble  the  house  with  a  very  few 
words  on  the  bill  before  tbem, 
though  he  must  admit  that  it  would 
require  little  less  than  inspiration 
to  suggest  a  new  argument  on  the 
subject.  The  result  of  these  dis- 
cussions were  not  such  as  might 
have  been  hoped  from  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  spirit  of  the  age 
in  which  we  lived,  and,  above  all, 
from  the  more  extensive  diffu- 
sion of  the  mild  and  tolerant  spirit 
of  Christianity,  by  the  exertions 
of  religious  societies,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Bible  societies.  But 
it  must  give  pleasure  to  generous 
minds  that  prejudices  were  giving 
way  in  every  quarter,  except  one , 
and  he  the  more  regrettCKd  that 
exception. 
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exceptioo,  as  the  question  was  not 
a  religious  but  a  political  one. 
He  would  call  their  lordships'  at- 
tention for  a  few  minutes,  as  at 
his  age  it  might  be  the  last  oppor- 
tunity he  nriight  have  of  protesting 
in  bis  own  name,  and  in  the  name 
of  many  excellent  clergymen  of 
his  diocess,  against  some  of  the 
assertions  contained  in  the  petitions 
which  had  been  placed  on  their 
lordships' table.  They  opposed  such 
assertions,  because  Christianity 
oould  not  be  endangered  by«  the 
admission  of  Roman  Catholics  to 
eqital  rights  with  their  Protestant 
fellow-subjects,  nor  could  tbe  Go- 
vernment be  weakened  by  uniting 
all  hearts  and  hands  in  its  favour. 
He  might  be  told  that  these  re- 
marks had  been  made  a  hundred 
times,  and  very  probably  it  might 
b«  so,  but  they  could  not  be  too 
often  promulgated,  so  long  as  men, 
in  defiance  of  reason  and  justice, 
year  after  year  continued  to  repeat 
the  same  miserable  objections—* 
who  would  hear  of  no  reform  either 
in  church  or  state,  however  called 
for  by  public  opinion,  but  resolved 
to  live  and  die  under  Che  old  esta*> 
blishment.  In  the  varying  scene 
of  human  life,  it  was  difficult  to 
conceive  any  resolve  more  impru- 
dent than  that :  such  language  was 
particularly  ill  suited  to  the  present 
state  of  knowledge,  and  to  the  ac^i 
tive  spirit  c^  improvement  which 
now  pervaded  our  own  and  other 
countries — a  spirit  of  which  he 
trusted  no  Holy  Alliance  would 
ever  be  able  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress. Old  establishments  must 
submit  to  public  opinion,  for  pub-* 
lie  opinion  would  not  bend  to  them ; 
and  laws  made  120  years  ago, 
were  not  to  cdntinue  in  force  when 
the  reasons  on  which  they  were 
founded   no   longer  existed,    and 


when  their  operation  had  therefore 
become  dangerous.  When  improve- 
ments wene  daily  made  in  every 
science,  was  the  science  of  legist 
lationaloM  to  be  stationary?  That 
could  never  be.  Every  thing  hu-» 
man  must  submit  to  the  most 
powerful  arid  uncontrollable  of  na- 
ture's laws.  The  senseless  cry 
against  innovation  had  been  pre- 
ceded  by  that  of  "  No  Popery ;" 
but  he  hoped  the  days  were  past 
when  such  clanKNir  would  have  tbe 
power  to  excite  disturbance.  Most 
of  the  middling' class,  and  indeed 
few  of  the  lower  classes  of  society, 
but  what  were  convinced  that  to 
what  was  called  innovatioB,  we* 
were  indebted  for  many  of  the 
blessings  which  we  enjoyed*  The 
Revolution  was.  an  innovation, 
Christianity  itself  was  an  innova- 
tion; and  the  Roman  historian  bad' 
given  an  oration  pronounced  before' 
the  Emperor  Valentinian  agauost 
*that  innovation,  in  which  the  ora- 
tor had  personified  the  Pagan  esta- 
bHsbment,  and  introduced  a  sacer- 
dotal petitioner,  who  entreated  the 
Emperor  to  reverence  tbe  old  esta- 
bHsbments,  and  not  to  trouble  the 
repose  of  her  declining  years  by 
touching  a  religion  under  which 
the  empire  had  flourished  for  so 
many  years.  It  was  thus  the 
Christian  high  churchman  of  the 
present  day  argued,  in  his  alarm 
at  the  bare  mention  of  innovation 
in  church  or  state.  He  was  per- 
suaded, that  within  a  short  period 
a  very  great  change  had  taken 
place  in  public  opinion,  and  that 
at  present  a  very  large  proportion 
of  the  lay  community  were  dedd- 
edly  favourable  to  Catholic^man- 
cipation :  and  the  Protestant  dis- 
senters also  were  united  in  working 
for  the  removal  of  all  disabilities. 
In  Russia,  Prussia,  and  he  believed 
Austria, 
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Aiiitria»  tbe-  Protestants  were  ad- 
oiitted  to  tfa<Me  privilegpes  from 
which  we  excluded  our  Roman  Ca- 
tbohc  fellow-countrymao,  and  in 
France  he  bad  never  heard  that 
Che  Catholic  clergy  had  objected 
io  the  admtseioD  of  Protestants  to 
the  highest  honours  and  enaploy- 
ments.  The  clergy  of  the  chorch 
of  £ngland  were,  he  believed,  the 
4>nly  body  of  men  in  Europe,  in 
die  nineteenth  century ,  who  openly 
espoused  thQ  cause  of  intoleranoe. 
For  himself  he  would  say — '*  Dum 
memoripacmeh  dum  ipiriius  kos  re- 
get  arUit''  though  there  was  but  lit- 
tle satisfaction,  as  he  could  testify 
from  sad  experience^-indeed  there 
cdUld  be  nothing  but  honest  con- 
viction to  induce  a  clergyman  to 
diSdr  from  the  majority  of  the  wise 
and  good  of  his  own  profession. 
On  reverting  to  the  unretuming 
hours  of  early  life  to  which  we  na- 
turally looked  back  with  regret, 
how  much  more  painful  was  that* 
retrospect  to  him,  from  having  pre- 
sumed to  censure  better  men  than 
hioiself,  or  the  folly  to  differ  from 
thoee  who  .were  wiser  1  The  right 
reverend  prelate  concluded  in  the 
words  of  oae  of  the  most  judicious 
and  practically  wise  prelates  who 
ever  sat  on  the  bench  of  bishops — 
he  meant  Bishop  Burnett,  who  had 
laboured  with  Archbishop  Tillotson 
to  pcomote  a  comprehension  of  all 
diesentera,  on  the  principle  that  as 
they  were  faithful  to  the  govern- 
ment, they  were  entitled  to  all  its 
benefits,  notwithstanding  any  spe- 
culative differences  in  their  reli- 
gious opinions,  with  which  the 
state  had  nothing  to  do.  Bishop 
Bumeti  said,  that  there,  was  then 
an  opportunity  (the  iirst  that  had 
occurred  aince  the  Reformation)  to 
promote  that  desirable  object;  but 
if  the  opinions  of  sour  and  narrow- 
IS23. 


minded  meouwere  folk»wed,  every 
thing  would  be  thrown  into  confu- 
sion. He  (the  Bishop  of  Norwich) 
bad  just  had  two  petitions  put  into 
his  hands,  one  from  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  the  other  from  the 
clergy  of.  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk, against  granting  any  farther 
concessions  to  the  Catholics.  It 
was  hardly  necessary,  for  him  to 
say,  that  he  hoped  their  lord- 
ships would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their 
prayer* 

The  two  petitions  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Bishop  of  St.  David's  de- 
precated the  impolicy  of  granting 
any  farther  concessions  to  the 
members  of  a  church  so  intolerant 
as  the  Roman  Catholics. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  opposed 
the  bill,  the  Earls  of  Harroxokjf  and 
Liveriiool  supported  it.  After  some 
observations  from  Lord  Clifton^ 
the  Earl  of  Limfrickf  and  Lord 
Mehille,  their  lordshipa  divided, 
when  their  appeared — ^For  the  bill 
(present),  43 — Proxies,  30— Total, 
73.^ Against  it  (present),  41  — 
Proxies,  39--Total,  80.— Majority 
against  the  biU,  7. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved 
that  the  house  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  on  the  tithe  commu- 
tation bill. 

Lord  CUfdeiff  before  the  ques- 
tion was  put,  moved  that  it  he  an 
instruction  to  the  committee,  to 
.introduce  a  clause  to  empower  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  under  restrictions, 
to  appoint  a  commission  for  the 
purpose  t)f  settling  the  amount  of 
composition  for  tithes,  such  ampuQt 
to  be  determined  with  reference  to 
the  sums  paid  for  tithes  for  a  spe- 
cified number  of  years  previously 
.to  the  valuation  being  made. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool^  although 
he  believed  that  ultimately  it  would 
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be  necessary  to  add  a  ooropulaoiy 
clause  to  Che  bill,  was  of  opinion 
that  more  advantage  would  result 
from  trying  it  as  a  voluntary  mea- 
sure in  the  first  instance. 

Lord  King  said,  that  witboot 
the  introduction  of  a  compulsory 
clause  the  bill  would  be  nagatory. 
That  the  reverend  lords  opposite 
well  knew.  To  get  rid  of  the 
tithes  in  Ireland  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  best  means  of  affording 
Ireland  relief.  The  church  of  Ire- 
land was  a  principal  cause  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  that  country. 
The  established  religion  insulted 
the  peeple  by  its  ascendancy,  and 
impovenshed  them  by  its  exactions 
— it  made  the  country  a  hell  upon 
earth — it  held  forth,  not  the  prin- 
ciples of  peace,  but  the  sword — it 
-did  not,  as  it  ought,  promote  good- 
will among  men ;  indeed  those  who 
Hved  by  it  did  not  venture  to  assert 
that  it  did  good :  it  was  a  profana- 
tion of  the  name  of  Christianity. 
The  situation  of  the  Irish  people 
was  really  deplorable.  He  knew 
that  some  people  thought  that  a 
large  church  establishment  was  a 
go^  thing,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  dignity  or  grace  in  the  per- 
formance of  religious  duties  with- 
out it.  Now  he  would  appeal  to 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State  oppo- 
site, whether  he  did  not  see  the 
service  performed  in  Hatton-garden 
with  as  much  grace  and  dignity  as 
ever  it  had  been  performed  by  a 
bishop }  Yet  the  service  in  Hatton- 
garden  was  not  bottomed  on  tithes. 
He  might  also  appeal  to  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
who,  he  understo^Kl,  had  also  been 
to  Hatton-garden,  as  to  the  excel- 
lent manner  in  which  the  service 
was  performed  there.  If  the  mi- 
nister had  been  aware  that  he  had 
for  a  hearer  the  protector  of  mitred 


heads^  lie  might  in  the  laiigui^e 
of  his  church  have  advised  him 
not  to  promote  priests  with  priestly 
hearts.  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  declaring  that  the  church  uf 
Ireland  ought  to  yield  some  of  its 
privileges  with  regard  to  tithes,  in 
order- to  preserve  the  rest 

Lord  EUenborough  thought  thst 
the  bill  would  be  less  exoeptiouable 
if  the  compulsory  clause  were  in- 
troduced, than  it  was  in  its  present 
form ;  but  still  he  would  not  vote 
for  it,  because  the  measure  was 
not  what  the  people  of  Ireland  re- 
quired. They  wanted  a  bill  for  the 
commutation  of  tithes;  and  not, 
like  the  bill  before  the  house,  eue 
for  their  composition. 

The  Earl  of  Lmerick  and  the 
Earl  of  DarnUjf  expressed  them- 
selves favourably  towards  the  bill. 

^Lord  Holland  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  intended  to  vote  for,  or 
rather  the  reasons  whici\  woald 
induce  him  not  to  vote  against,  die 
motion  for  gomg  into  a  committee. 
The  noUe  lord  on  the  woolsack,  in 
the  coarse  of  a  former  debate  which 
bad  taken  place  that  night,  bad 
endeavoured  to  weaken  ^e  efiect 
of  the  speech  which  had  been  de- 
livered by  the  reverend  prelate  op- 
posite (the  Bishop  of  Noiwich)';-s 
speech  fraught  with  more  Chris- 
tian charity  and  real  wisdom  and 
learning  than  any  which  he  (Lord 
H<^land)  had  ever  heard  in  that 
house — by  relating  an  anecdote  of 
Bishop  Hoadly,  with  whom  per- 
-haps  the  reverend  prelate  opposite 
was  the  only  bishop  that  could  for 
one  moment  be  compared.  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  had,  how- 
ever, incorrectly  quoted  the  words 
of  Bishop  Hoadly,  when  he  said 
that  the  eminent  prelate  had  de- 
clared that  the  Reformation  was  no 
blessing 
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UeMing  withoiit  tbe  R«volutioQ. 
The  declaration  of  Bishop  Uoadly 
was,  thai  the  Restoration  was  no 
blessing  without  the  Revolution. 
So  he  (Lord  Holland)  thought  that 
the  bill  before  the  house  would  be 
no  blessing  wiUiout  the  compulsory 
clause  was  intnMiuced  into  it.  He 
considered  the  bill  as  a  recognition 
of  the  intention  of  the  house  to  re- 
dress that  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
twenty  years  ago  declared  to  be  an 
«viL  The  bill  was  the  only  miser- 
able pittance  which»  during  twenty- 
three  years,  tbe  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice of  parliament  had  condescend- 
ed  to  give  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
On  that  account  be  would  vote  for 
gpiog  into  a  committee,  without 
pledging  himself  to  assent  to  tbe 
third  rending,  unless  the  measure 
rec^ved  considerable  improvement 
in  the  coomiittee.  But  he  wished 
it  to  be  understood,  that  he  would 
not  vote  for  tbe  committee  on  the 
grounds  which  the  noble  earl  op- 
posite had  on  a  former  night  urged 
to  obtain  tbe  support  of  the  rev. 
prelates  to  tbe  bilL  The  conduct 
of  the  noble  lords  on  his  (Lord 
Holland's)  side  of  the  house  was 
more  ingenuous  than  that  of  the 
noble  earl»  for  they  plainly  stated 
that  they  wished  to  compel  the 
church  to  consent  to  a  commuta- 
tion, of  tithes  on  the  broad  principle 
that  necessity  and  the  salus  populi 
required  it.  He  then  reverted  to 
tbe  motion  before  the  house.  If 
adopted,  he  bdieved  it  would  ma- 
terially improve  the  bil):  he  should 
think  that  if  the  compulsory  mea* 
sure  were  introduced,  the  seed 
would  at  least  be  sown^  and  he 
slMuld  have  some  hope  that  the 
harvest  would  be  reaped  at  some 
period,  however  distant.  For  this 
reason  it  had  his  cordial  concur- 
rence. 


The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  no , 
hesitation  in  saying  that  a  com- 
pulsory measure  was  necessary; 
but  it  was  also  necessary  first  to 
know  what  was  exaptiy  cneaat  by 
compulsion.  To  fiair  and  equitable 
compulsion  be  had  no  objection: 
it  had  fon&ed  a  part  of  the  former 
bill,  and  had  only  been  struck  out 
because  differences  of  opinion  arose 
with  respect  to  the  sort  of  compul* 
sion.  He  felt  obliged  to  oppose 
the  motion. 

The  house  then  divided,  when 
it  appeared  the  numbers  were  —For 
the  motion,  1 1 — Against  it,  34. 

The  bill  then  went  through  tbe 
committee,  was  reported  without 
amendments,  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
committed on  Friday  next. 

The  Irish  exchequer  courts  bill 
went  through  a  committee:  after 
which  the  house  adjourned. 

Hau6€  of  Commontf  Jtdy  9* — ' 
The  Speaktr  having  been  summon.- 
ed  to  the  Lords,  on  his  return  re^d 
the  titles  of  the  bills  that  had  re- 
ceived the  royal  assent  by  conunisr 
sion. 

Mr,  Calvert  presented  a  petition 
from  Hadleigh  against  tbe  duty  on 
coals  carried  coastwise. 

The  Cork  general  sessions  bUl 
was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed* 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  IVibnot 
Morton^  tbe  hou8e  went  into  a 
committee  to  consider  the  acts  re-  ' 
lating  to  Newfoundland.  Tbe 
honourable  gentleman  then  pro- 
posed a  resolution  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  courts  fur  the  better 
administration  of  justice^  &c.  in 
Newfoundland. — Tbe  report  was 
brought  up,  and  it  was  ordezed  to 
be  received  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wynn  moved  the  farther 
consideration  of  tbe  F^ast  India 
mutiny  bill ;  and,  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  A.  Smithy,  the  bill  was 
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recommitted.  —  Report     to-mor- 
row. 

The  report  of  the  Irish  law  ex- 
penses bill  was  brought  up,  and 
the  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  St.  Petersburgh  marriage 
bill  went  through  a  committee,' 
and  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Irish  linen  manufacture 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed,  after  Mr.  Ricardo  had 
stated  that  the  objections  he  had 
formerly  made  to  it  were  in  no 
respect  removed. 

The  report  was  brought  up  on 
the  marriage  act  amendment  bill. 
Third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr,  Brougham  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Mr.  W.  Plunkett,  of 
Dublin,  complaining  of  certain 
hardships  in  the  fulfilment  of  con- 
tracts for  coals  for  the  barracks. 

Mr.  Goulburn  was  not  prepared 
to  enter  into  the  facts  of  the  case 
at  present,  but  stated  that  the 
claims  of  the  petitioner  had  been 
rejected  by  every  successive  go- 
vernment in  Ireland  for  a  series  of 
years. 

Mr,  Brougham  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  moving  that  the  order  for 
the  committal  of  the  retail  beer 
bill  be  discharged  indefinitely.  The 
hon.  member  observed  particularly 
upon  the  strong  opposition  this  bill 
bad  met  with  from  the  brewers, 
whom  it  was  intended  to  aid  ;  and 
from  the  landed  interest,  whose 
distresses  it  would  most  import- 
antly alleviate.  The  honourable 
gent,  moved  that  the  order  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  Western  said,  that  if  the 
bon.  gent*  had  persisted,  he  should 
have  given  the  bill  his  support. 

Mr,  Alderman  Wood  said,  that 
he  was  assured  his  honourable 
friend  had   not   read  the  returns 


made  to  the  house,  of  the  number 
of  public-houses  in  England.     The 
number  in  London  is  4142;  the 
country,  48,919;  making  together 
48,061.     Out  of  which    number, 
20,612  brewed  their  own  beer;  and 
how,  therefore,  could  his  honour- 
able friend  charge  this  as  a  mono- 
poly ?     The   quantity  brewed  by 
the  brewers  was  2,192,371  barrels 
— by  the  victuallers,  2,152,644 ; 
being  nearly  the  same  quantity  as 
brewed  by  the  common  brewers. 
It  should  be  observed,  that  all  the 
houses  in  one  county  did  not  draw 
on  an  average  more  than  100  bar- 
rels a  week  ;  and  supposing  one- 
third   of    this    to   be  retailed  out 
of   doors,    this    would    be   about 
33    barrels.     He   would    suppose 
one  person  only  to  become  a  re- 
tailer under  this  new  bill,  and  that 
the  publican  retained  one-half  of 
his  trade;  he  would  only  sell  six- 
teen barrels  in  a  year;  his  licence 
would  be  4/.  8«. ;  this  would  add 
rather  more  than  bs,  per  barrel,  or 
one  halfpenny  per  pot  or  quart  of 
beer.     He  therefore  asked  bow  his 
honourable  friend  would  secure  the 
public  by  his  new  bill  ?     He  would 
ask  whether  the  beer  were  equal  in 
quality  to  that  drawn  by  the  poh- 
lican,  who  had  cellars'  and  every 
convenience,  together  with  a  quick 
draught  for  his  beer?    The  retailer 
would  have  such  considerable  ex- 
penses in  the  management  of  his 
trade  that  it  would  leave  him  no 
profit.     He  would  suppose  the  pub- 
lic-houses in  London  and  Middle- 
sex, being  4142,  should  draw  310 
barrels;  and  considering  there  would 
be  a  larger  number  of  retailers, 
that  would   bring  it  to  the  same 
point:' therefore,    no  part  of   the 
public  would  have  any  advantage. 
He  would    suppose  that    in  each 
public-house  there  were  six  in  fa- 
mily, 
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mily^  making  288,000  persons; 
and  without  entering  into  any  cal- 
culations'of  the  number  of  brewers 
that  would  be  injured,  be  might 
venture  to  say  that  their  families 
would  be  nearly  ruined  ;  for  at 
leasit  twenty-four  millions  of  pro- 
|ierty  was  invested  in  that  trade, 
and,  if  the  breweries  are  included, 
at  least  forty  millions:  the  govern- 
ment would  lose  at  least  100,000/. 
a  year  in  the  stamp  duty  on  trans- 
fer ;  and  was  it  nothing  that  these 
publicans  maintained  soldiers,  paid 
several  licences  and  very  heavy 
taxes?  The  Magistrates  had  con- 
trol over  their  houses  :  they  would 
have  none  over  the  retailer — he 
might  send  beer  to.the  next  door, 
wbMBre  persons  might  assemble 
without  that  control.  The  publi- 
can had  to  accommodate  every 
traveller,  and  keep  his  house  open 
at  a  great  expense.  They  were 
generally  a  very  active,  industrious 
class  of  men,  and  very  few  of  them 
saved  money.  Many  farmers  that 
had  been  unfortunate,  had  found 
this  almost  the  only  asylum ;  for, 
by  the  assistance  of  the  capital  of 
brewers,  they  bad  been  able  to  ob- 
tain a  house,  and  by  their  industry 
enabled  to  maintain  their  families. 
With  regard  to  the  statement  of 
his  honourable  friend,  that  it  would 
assist  the  farmers  in  obtaining  a 
higher  price  for  barley,  this  he 
denied :  it  was  the  capital  of  the 
brewers  that  assisted  the  farmers: 
they  had  only  to  show  a  good  sample 
of  barley,  and  they  were  sore  to  sell, 
and  very  frequently  got  their  mo- 
ney before  the  barley  was  deli- 
vered :  they  never  would  have  re- 
ceived from  seventy  shillings  to 
eighty  shilhngs  a  quarter,  had 
there  not  been  a  considerable  capi- 
tal employed :  that  capital  enabled 
the  brewer  to  force  a  trade,  and 


by  that  means  to  keep  down  the 
price,  which  caused  a  larger  con- 
sumption of  barley :  and.  if  the  go? 
vernment  would  take  off  the  duty 
on  beer,  it  would  be  reduced  to 
three-pence  per  quart.  This  was 
the  only  fair  and  equitable  mode  of 
legislating,  » that  the  poor  or  la- 
bouring man  should  not  pay  more 
for  his  beer  than  the  rich.  Werls 
this  plan  adopted,  the  public  would 
require  no  other;  and  his  hon« 
friend,  if  he  would  take  the  trouble 
to  look  into  this  question,  he  had 
no  doubt  would  be  satisfied. 

The  order  for  the  commitment 
of  the  bill  was  then  discharged. 

On  the  question  that  the  report 
on  the  qualification  of  jurors'  bill 
be  farther  considered, 

A/r.  Western  moved  that  that 
order  be  discharged. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
Weetem,  Mr.  PeeU  Mr.  Brovgkatn, 
Mr.  Scarlett,  and  Mr.  Taylor ,  the 
order  of  the  day  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Baring  presented  a  petition 
from  Mr.  Joseph  Miller,  formerly 
a  merchant  trading  in  the  Levant, 
who  had  gone  from  Smyrna  to 
Egypt  at  the  time  of  the  expedition, 
who  had  rendered  considerable  ser- 
vice to  the  army  from  his  •  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  and  especially 
of  the  forts  and  works  about  Alex* 
andria.  He  had  brought  home  the 
strongest  certificates  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  his  services,  from  Sir 
S.  Smith,  Sir  J.  Stewart,  and 
Lord  Hutchinson,  which  had  been 
duly  presented  to  the  government. 
He  bad  in  consequence  received 
100/.,  which  barely  paid,  as  the 
house  must  very  well  know,  the 
expenses  of  his  application.  But 
the  certificates  had  been  withheld  ; 
and  so  had  a  letter  written  to  him 
by  the  French  general-in-chief, 
partly  in  French,  partly  in  English. 

The 
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The  fietitioDer  compUiiied  of  tbe 
heavy  krases  and  suffering  which 
he  had  iocQiTed,  and  prayed  the 
house  would  be  graciously  pleased 
to  take  measures  for  causing  his 
papers  to  be  restored  to  biin. 

if  r.  C.  Hutckinsom  Ixui  heard  of 
tiM  petitioDer,  aud  had  made  in- 
qairies  of  his  aoble  rriatire  respect- 
ing hfm,  and  was  aUe  to  corroboo 
mte  the  statements  in  the  petition, 
so  far  as  they  referred  to  tbe  im- 
portance of  the  servire  which  he 
kttid  rendered  to  the  army  of  Egypt. 
— Tbe  petition  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr,  C  HuUkimoH  presented  a 
petition^  which  bad  been  put  into 
his  band  at  tbe  door  of  the  hoase, 
signed  by  certain  inhabitants  of 
MiddlM^s  and  Surrey,  praying 
that  the  house  would  take  into 
consideration  tbe  distressed  state 
c^  the  Irish  labouring  poor,  and 
extend  the  benefit  of  the  EagHsh 
poor  laws  to  that  comitry.  He  had 
felt  it  to  be  bis  duty  to  present  the 
petition ;  but  he  could  not  concur 
with  the  petitioMffS,  that  the  poop- 
laws  would  do  any  thing  very  e^ 
fectnal  to  the  relief  of  the  distresses 
which  prevailed  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Demmm  said,  that  the 
people  of  Surrey  had  felt  enough 
of  the  inconvenience  of  the  present 
sjwtemof  poor-laws,  and  he  could 
not  believe  that  any  great  number 
of  them  could  be  serious,  in  wisb* 
ing  to  see  them  extended  to  Ire« 
hiiid.-*-Tbe  petition  wae  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table* 

Colonel  Dames  put  questions 
lespecting  the  intentions  of  govern- 
ment to  extend  the  principles  of 
oflkial  reform,  which  had  been  so 
laudably  adopted  in  other  casea, 
to  tbe  establishments  in  the  Isle 
of  Maib 


Mr*  HtrrHB  answered  in  tlie 
affirmativOi 

Cokmti  Palmer  moved, ''  That  a 
bumble  address  be  presented  to  bia 
Majesty,  for  a  copy  of  tbe  instruc- 
tions regulating  the  conduct  of  Sir 
WHliam  A'Court,  respecting  any 
changes  which  might  be  made  by 
tbe  Cortes  in  tbe  internal  govern- 
moot  of  Spain,  or  such  extracts 
therefrom  ae  might  be  laid  before 
the  Parliament  without  detriment 
to  tbe  public  service/' 

The  question  was  put  on  tbe 
above  motion,  and  negatived  with- 
out a  division. 

Tbe  order  of  the  day  was  read 
for  reauaiing  tbe  debate  upon  tbe 
resolutions  relative  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Chief  Baron  O'Grady. 

The  Speaker  having  read  the 
reeolotion,  and  tbe  amendment 
thereon  moved  last  night, 

ATr.  S,  Rice  opposed  the  resolu- 
tion altogether. 

Mr,  Scarkit  thought  tbe  pro-' 
ceedings  were  in  such  a  state  that 
tbe  house  could  not  only  not  coma 
to  a  vote  of  censure  against  tbe  Chief 
Baroo,  but  that  they  could  take  mi 
farther  steps  in  tbe  business.  Ua 
therefore  recommended  its  post* 
ponement  akogetber. 

Tbe  Speaker  then  said,  the  ori- 
ginal motion  was,  **  That  it  ia 
stated  in  the  fifth  report  of  tbe 
commissioners  that  it  is  not  their 
piH^vince  to  discuss  *  bow  hr^  or 
within  what  limits,  tbe  judges  of 
tbe  superior  courts  of  law  are  au- 
thorised to  ealablisb  new  or  in- 
creased fees  for  their  own  services  ;' 
'  but  that  it  will  be  seen  from  tbe 
table  sul^eined  (to  their  report), 
that  a  discretion  of  this  nerture  ba8» 
in  fact,  been  exercised  to*  a  consi- 
derable extent,  at  some  period  or 
periods,  within  the  hist  hundred 
years; 
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yean ;  and  tbaiW  during  tbe  time 
of  the  preseot  Chief  Justice  of 
tbe  CoramoB  Pleas,  sucii  an 
exercise  of  judicial  authority  ap- 
pears to  have  occiirred  in  throe 
instances;'^'  »nce  which  an 
amflndment  had  been  moved,  to 
leave  out  the  words : — ^*  And  that, 
during  the  time  of  the  present 
Chief  Justice  of  tbe  Common  Pleas, 
such  an  exercise  of  judicial  au« 
thority  appears  to  have  occurred 
in  three  instances :"  the  question, 
therefore,  he  had  to  put  was — 
**  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
leA  out  stand  part  cif  the  question;'* 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative  ;- 
consequently  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr,  S.  Rice  said,  that  cer« 
tainly  tbe  mode  prsposed  by  his 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Scarlett)  was 
the  most  convenient  and  expedi* 
tious  way  of  getting  rid  of  the 
question  altogether ;  and  he  would 
leave  it  to  those  who  advised  such 
a  course,  who  were  willing  that 
judges  should  exercise  the  power 
which  was  censured  by  tbe  com* 
miseioners  in  their  report,  to  take 
the  whole  responsibility  of  the  pro* 
ceediog  on  thmselves.  He  riMuld 
move  as  an  amendment  (o  the  re« 
solution,  *'  but  that  it  i6  not  plated 
in  the  aforesaid  fifth  report,  that 
those  fees  were  taken  for  the  judge's 
own  emx>himent." 

After  a  conversation  of  some 
length,  a  division  took  place — For 
the  resolution,  &8 — Against  it,  16. 

The  Lancaster  county  courts 
bill  was  read  a  third  tin^  and 
passed. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a 
conumttee  on  the  New  South 
Wales  ji/risdiction  bill. 

Mr.  Peel  proposed  an  amended 
clause,  the  object  of  which  was  that 


the  confirraationof  pardons  g^nted. 
to  convicts  by  the  governor  of  New 
South  Wal^  should  be  cooiined  to 
that  country. 

Sir  J.  Macintosk  opposed  this 
clause ;  and  contended  that  the. 
confirmation  ought  tp  be  as  full  as 
possible. 

.  After  a  conversation  between 
Mr.  Wilmotf  Mr.  Forbes^  Mr. 
Bright^  and  Mr.  H.  Gumej^f  the 
clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re-, 
ceived  to-morrow. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
than  disposed  of,  and  tbe  house  ad* 
journed. 

House  of  Lordsy  Jultf  10. — ^Tha 
royal  assent  was  given  by  commis* 
sion  to  the  gaols  building,  land  tax 
comtnissionerst  prison  laws'  con-* 
solidation,  army  prize-money  dis- 
tribution, Su  Petersburgh  mar* 
riages  validity.  Court  of  Chancery 
(Ireland),  London  docks,  and  ser 
verakprivate  bills.  The  Commis- 
sioners were  the  Lord  Cliancellor, 
the  Earl  of  Skirftesburi/ 9  and  Vis-- 
couni  Melville. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdown  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  tbe  cham- 
berlain and  two  other  members  of 
the  corporation  of  Limerick,  pray^ 
ing  to  be  heard  by  counsel  against 
the  Limerick  city  regulation  bill. 

The  petition  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Brogden^  accompanied  by 
othei  members  of.  the  House  of 
Commons,  brought  up  the  insol- 
vent debtors  and  Lancaster  county 
court  bills,  which  were  read  a  first 
time* 

The  Cork  general  sessions  and 

malicious    injuries  (Ireland)    bills 

.were  read  tbe  third    time,    and 


The  church  rates  (Irelaud),  pas- 
sage 
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wgt  vessels  ragvlatioD  (IrebodX 
law  merchant,  stamp  duties  (Ire- 
land)b  tod  yisconnt  St.  ViDcent's 
pension  bills,  were  seTerally  com^ 
mitted,  and  reported  without 
<«neDdmeat8. — Adjoomed.   • 

House  of  QmtmmSf  Jufy  10- — 
The  Speaker  vras  summoned  to 
the  House  of  Lords ;  aad«  on  his  re- 
turn, he  read  the  titles  of  the  bills 
chat  iiad  received  the  royal  assent 
by  commission. 

Mr.  Abercromhy  observed,  that 
oq,  the  5Ui  of  May  last  he  had 
presented  a  petition  from  many 
thousand  persons  in  Edinburgh, 
praying  a  change  in  the  represen- 
tation of  that  city  :  in  consequence 
of  the  pressure  of  business,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  that  purpose  in  the  present 
fiession,  but  he  now  gave  notice 
that  early  in  the  next  he  would 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
alter  the  representation  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh. 

Mr,  Leake  said,  that  it  was  his 
intention,  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  to  submit  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house  two  bills : 
the  one  for  the  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 
for  preventing  persons  disqualified, 
or  not  duly  quali6ed,  from  being 
appointed  officers,  clerks,  or  minis- 
ters of  the  said  court ;  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  several  offices 
most  immediately  connected  with 
the  practice  of  the  said  court, 
particularly  the  Master's  offices, 
the  Register's  office,  and  the  Ex- 
aminer's office;  and  for  appointing 
a  commission  to  settle  and  ascer- 
tain the  fees  to  be  received  at  such 
offices  for  the  future,  iot  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  a  funJ.Xo  defray  so 
much  of  the  salaries  to  he  paid  to 
the  officers,  clerks,  and  ministers 
of  the  court,  iu  lieu  of  the  fees  and 


emoluosents  now  receivnd  by  theio 
respectively,  as  have  not  already 
been  provided  for  by  the  Crown, 
under  the  aotliority  of  parliament 
or  otherwise:  the  other  bill  for  the 
better  and  more  speedy  adminis- 
tration of  the  several  laws  relating 
to  bankrupts ;  and  for  praventtng 
penoas  for  the  future  beftng  ap- 
pointed commissioners  of  bank^ 
nipts  who  are  disqualified,  or  who 
are  not 'duly  cfualified  to  act  aa 
socb. 

Afr.  Brmtgkam  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Lieutenant  Isaae  Rit- 
chies,  who  had  been  reduced  t0 
iiftlf-pay  at  the  ck>se  of  ilie  Ame* 
ikan  war,  complaioiog  that  he  only 
received  the  small  sum  of  two 
shillings  and  twopence  per  day, 
while  other  officers  of  much  leee 
standing  in  the  service  obtained 
more  than  four  shillings  per  day* 
The  same  honourable  member  also 
presented  a  petition  from  Colonel 
George  Williams,  a  magistrate  of 
the  county  palatine  of  Lancaster, 
stating  that  he  had  incurred  an. ex- 
pense exceeding  400/.,  and  bad 
saved  the  county  3800/.,  by  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  to  quash  certain  orders  of 
the  bench  of  justices,  giving  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  a  per  centage 
upon  the  money  employed  in  re- 
pairing and  building  bridges,  in  lieu 
of  the  fees  to  which  he  would  have 
been  entitled  had  those  bridges 
been  indicted.  The  petition  set 
forth  other  orders-  of  the  magis- 
trates equally  illegal  9  particularly 
for  the  supply  to  them  out  of  the 
county  rate,  of  a  copy  of  each  Act 
of  Parliament  printed  by  the  King's 
printer;  and  it  prayed  that  some 
reslriction  might  be  imposed  upon 
the  magistrates  in  the  levy  of  coun- 
ty rates. 

Mr,  Bankes doMhted  whether  any 
relief 
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Mi6f  could  be  ^veir/or  any  remedy 
a'pplied ;   and 

Mr.  Brougham  stated  more  par- 
trcdkrly  the  prayer  of  the  petition; 
vrhich  did  not  ask  any  reimburse* 
ment  of  the  money  Colonel  Wil- 
liams had  expended. 

Mr.  F.  Palmer  noticed  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  in  Lancashire  the 
connty  rates  had  hteti'  increased 
from  16,000/.  a-year  to  40,000/,  . 
while,  in  other  counties,  they  had 
been  materially  reduced. 

The  petition  was  read,  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  an  order  was  made 
that  it  be  printed. 
'  Sir  J.  Sebright  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble a  petition  from  Flanistead,  for 
a  duty  on  the  importation  of  Leg- 
horn hats. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Colonel  Davies 
postponed  his  motion  respecting 
the  mode  in  which  the  indemnity 
money  paid  by  France  to  this  go- 
vernment had  been  expended* — 
The  honourable  member  stated 
that  he  should  not  fail  to  bring  the 
matter  forward  e&rly  in  the  next 
session. 

The  sessional  addresses  for  the 
payment  of  the  officers  of  the  house 
were  voted  in  a  committee,  and 
the  report  was  brought  up  and 
agreed  to. 

The  Penitentiary  bill  went 
through  a  committee. — ^Third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr,  Brovgham  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  150  mechanics,  &c. 
of  the  metropolis,  praying  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Owen's  plan.  He 
was  surprised  to  find  that  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotiand  charged  Mr.  Owen  with 
the  omission  of  religious  education 
in  his  system,  when  the  fact  was, 
that,  out  of  eleven  masters  belong- 
ing to  his  establishment,  no  less 


than  Ian  were  mtiiivterff  of  dtfTcrsni 
persuasions* 

The  Irish  law  expenses  bill  was 
read  a  third  lime,  and  passed* 
'  The   Attofifty^  General  moved 
the  third  reading  of  the  Scottish 
law  commission. 

Mr,  Brc^ghamy  Mr.  Cannmgj 
Mr.  Abercromby,  Mr,  Petl,  and 
other  members,  spoke ;  after  which 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Hume  moved  for  *•  copies 
of  all  correspondence  between  the 
committee  of  British  merchants  at 
Malta,  the  govemuvent  at  Malta, 
and  the  colonial  office  in  England, 
from  the  year  1814,  respecting  the 
quarantine  regulations  at  Malta." 

Mr.  Hume  said  be  would  not 
press  his  resolution,  if  the  honoura* 
ble  gentleman,  Mr.  Horton,  would 
agree  to  make  such  extracts  from 
the  correspondence  as  appeared  to 
be  essential.  - 

Mr,  W.  Horton  assented  to  the 
proposition,  and  the  motion  was 
withdrawn. 

•  Mr,  Hol/ord- moMtd  for  extracts 
from  the  minutes  of  the  superin- 
tending committee  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary at  Miilbank,  of  the  21)it  of 
March  last,  as  to  the  quantity  of 
bread  to  be  given  to  each  prisorer 
ordered  to  be  confined  on  bread 
and  water;  also  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  medical  officers, 
recommending  the  same. — Or- 
dered. 

The  papers  were  soon  after 
brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  'slave  trade  consolidation 
bill  was  read  the  third  Ur.e,  and 
passed. 

Mr,  Brx^^den  brought  up  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  New- 
foundland acts.     The  principal  re- 
solution set  forth,  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient 
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pedieoi  to  eeUbtUh  courU  for  the 
better  administration  of  justice  in 
Newfoundland. 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee 
were  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  conformably 
therewith.  The  bill  was  soon  after 
brought  in,  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  three  weeks^  and  to  be 
printed. 

The  marriage  act  amendment 
bill  was  read  the  Ibird  time,  and 
{NMsed. 

The  New  Soitth  Wales  juris* 
diction  bill  was  reported. — ^Third 
reading  to-morrow. 

Dr,  PkilUmore  brought  ia  a  bili 
to  render  valid  aiarriages  so- 
lemnised by  British  chaplains  in 
the  lines  of  the  British  army 
abroad. 

llead  a  firsit  and  second  time«*- 
To  be  comnaitted  to«morrow. — 
Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  July  11.— The 
Royal  assent,  by  ooaunissien,  was 
given  to  the  following  bills : — ^The 
English  customs'  duties  bill,  the 
Irish  customs'  duties  bill,  the  mali- 
cious injuries  (Ireland)  bill,  the 
£ast  Inc&a  half-pay  bill,  and  the 
Irish  Court  of  Exchequer  bilL  The 
Comnussicaejns  were,  the  Lqrd 
Chancellor,  the  EarlofShaft^bwy, 
■and  Lord  Colchester. 

The  following  bills  were  broogbt 
up  from  the  House  of  Commons : 
— The  foreign  marriages  bill,  with 
afliendmeuts  ;  the  new  South  Wales 
jurisdiction  bill,  the  Scottish  place 
of  worship  regulation  bill,  and  the 
bill  for  apfftointiDg  commissioners  to 
ibquire  into  the  state  of  courts  of 
justice  in  Scotland. 

The  second  reading  of  the 
4:hurchcs  in  Ireland  bill  was  post- 
poned until  Monday,  as  was  also 


that  of  the  Limerick  corporatiua 
bill.. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Scotch 
juries  bill. 

Lord  Mehiile  said  he  would 
give  his  decided  opposition  to  the 
hilly  on  the  ground  that  no  practical 
evil  had  arisen  from  the  preseut 
OM)de  of  striking  juries  in  the 
Courts  of  Scotland.  He  there* 
fore  moved  that  it  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  that  day  two  months. 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  supported 
the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  denied 
that  there  existed  any  urgent  ne- 
cessity for  this  measure. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  replied  ; 
and  their  lordships  divided,  when 
there  appeared  :  Content,  9 — Not 
Contait,  W. 

Mr,  Brogdeu  and  other  mem- 
bers from  tlie  Commons  brought 
up  the  East  India  mutiny  bill,  and 
the  Millbank  PeniteDtiary  bill, 
which  were  severally  read  a  jfirst 
time. 

The  Irish  tithes  commutation 
bill  passed  through  a  committee, 
and  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  house  next  resolved  itself 
into  a  committee  on  the  ill«g^ 
oaths  (Ireland)  bill. 

The  Duke  of  Leinster  moved 
the  insertion  of  a  clause,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  exclude  the  so» 
oiety  of  Freemasons  in  Irelaud 
from  the  operation  of  the  bilL 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he 
feJt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the  intro- 
duction of  the  clause.  He  thought 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill 
ought  to  be  universal.  If  an  ex* 
ception  were  allowed  in  favour  of 
any  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
however     respectable,     it    would 

afford 
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afiord  other  societies  ground  of  com* 
plaint. 

Tbe  questtoo  on  the  adoption  of 
the  chuise  was  then  pot  and  de* 
cided  in  the  negatiYe,  and  the  bHl 
was  reported  without  amendment* 
—Adjourned. 

Hoiite  rf  CommoMt  July  11^— 
The  5p«iAer  attended  in  the  Lords, 
and  on  his  return  read  the  titles  of 
the  bills  that  had  received  the 
Royal  assent  by  conmission. 

Mr.  WUberforce  presented  a 
petition  from  the  minbters  and 
eldeirs  of  &e  separate  church  of 
Selkirk,  for  the  abolitbn  of  sla- 
very. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr,  IV,  HoriWf 
a  new  writ  was  ordered  for  New« 
castle^uider*Lyme,  in  the  room  of 
W«  Kimer&ley,  Esq.  deceased. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lutkmg^ 
ton,  a  return  was  ordered  of  the 
names  of  all  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  in  the  first  parlia* 
ments  of  Geo.  L  and  Geo.  II. 
holding  ufiices. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  sessional  addresses  was  brought 
up  and  agreed  to* 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved  an  address  to  the  Crown  to 
confer  some-  dignity  in  the  chvrch 
on  the  Rev.  Frederick  Baylay, 
chaplain  of  the  house ;  also  that 
Uie  house  at  its  rising  do  adjourn 
to  Wednesday  next — Ordered. 

Mr,Calcn^  gave  notice,  that 
early  in  the  next  wssion  be  would 
propose  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on 
leather. 

The  New  South  Wales  jurisdic^ 
tion  biU  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  W.  WfWH  mo>«ed  the  third 

reading  of  the  East  India  mutiny 

hill.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed. 

The  Millbunk  Penitentiary  bill 


was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
after  a  few  observations  from  Mr. 
HobhottsCj  Mr,  Gordony  Sir  C. 
Long,  Mr.  Gumey,  and  Mr,  Lock" 
hart. 

The  foi^gn  marriage  bill  went 
through  a  committee,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr,  WUberforce    rose   for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  re- 
lative to  the  slaves  and  free  In- 
dians at  Honduras.     He  read  ex* 
tracts  from  a  report  by  Colonel 
Arthur,  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  tbe  slaves.     He  did  not  mean 
to  deny  that  they  reeerved  a  sort 
of  rough  humanity  from  the  hands 
of  their  masters ;  they  were  pro- 
vided with  food  and  clothing :  but, 
owing  to  tbe  little  regard  which 
was  paid  to  them  in  other  respects, 
they  were  often  exposed  to  great 
cruelty.      The    honourable  mem- 
ber mentioned  an  instance  in  which 
a  female  slave  of  a  Dr.  Bobun  bad 
been  very  cruelly  used ;  for  whidi, 
when  that  person  was  tried,  he 
had  been  acquitted.     The  injustice 
which  was  practised  towards  the 
free  Indians  was  still  greater,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  all  law. 
The   Indians  of  the  Continent  of 
America  could  by  no  means  be- 
castie  the  property  of  any  owners ; 
they  were   free  by  birth,  and  no- 
thing could  legally  deprive  them 
of  this  freedom;    but  they  were 
still  held  in  slavery  at  Honduras. 
The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
mo<fiug-*-''  l^bat  a  select  oommitt- 
tee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  skives  and  free  In- 
dians i«  Honduras,  and  to  report 
idleir  obserrations  thereon  to  the 
house." 

Mr,  W.  Norton  suggested  tbe 

propriety  of  withdrawing  the  mo- 

tkm  until  the  next  session,  as  the 

subject 
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subject  was  now  under  coosidtra- 
tioD ;  and  a  measure  wouid  be 
introduced  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
slaves. 

Mr,  WUberforce  consented  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  assurance  that  go* 
vernmeut  bad  taken  up  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  W.  Smkk  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
John's  Hackney,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  negro  slavery. — Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  moved  Ibr  a  re- 
turn of  the  amount  of  the  slave 
populatioA  in  each  of  his  Majesty's 
colenieSj^stinguishing  males  from 
iieinales,  Ibr  each  year,  since  the 
£rst  establishment  of  the  office 
for  registering  colonial  slaves. — 
Ordered. 

Mr,  W.  Horlon  moved  for  a 
return,  showing  the  progress  that 
liad  -been  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners for  auditing  the  accounts  of 
ihe  army,  from  April  1822  to 
April  18)ed.— Ordered. 

The  return  was  afterwards 
brought  up,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.  — Adjourned. 

House  of  Lards f  July  14. — 
llarl  Grosvenor  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  earl  to  the  office 
of  clerk  of  parliament,  wishing  to 
>know  what  ministers  had  decided 
regarding  that  sinecure. 

The  Eorl  o/Liverpooi  answered, 
that  whenever  the  existing  freehold 
interest  expired,  and  the  office 
thereby  became  vacant,  it  would 
not  be  filled  up  without  the  assist- 
ance and  decision  of  parliament. 

Lord  Holland  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Inverness,  in  favour  of 
the  Scotch  jury  bill,  which  was 
thrown  out  on  a  preceding  night. 

The  Limerick  local  taxes  regu-^ 


Uitioo  bill  was  read  a  third  tiuie» 
and  passed. 

The  report  of  the  Irish  tithe 
bill  was  received  and  it  was  agreed 
to  take  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to-morrow. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Irish  churches  bill. 

The  question  was  put  and  car* 
ried  without  a  division;  as  was 
also  the  question  that  it  do  pass. 

The  several  bills  were  then  for- 
warded in  their  respective  stages ; 
after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords  J  July  15. — 
Lord  Mtkille  moved,  the  third 
reading  of  the  Scotch  commissary 
oourts  bill;  and  after  a  few  re- 
marks from  the  Earl  of  Rossfym 
in  opposition  to  it,  and  from  Lord 
Melville  in  its  favour,  it  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed,  on  the  mo^ 
tion  of  the  Earl  of  lAverpool  :-^ 
The  distillery  bill,  the  Irish  tithe 
composition  bill,  the  law-merchant 
bill,  and  the  East  India  trade  bill. 

The  New  South  Wales  jurisdic- 
tion bill  went  through  a  commit- 
tee; Earl  Bat  hurst  observing  that 
it  was  intended  to  take  the  discus- 
sion to-morrow. 

.  The  Cork  general  sessions  bill, 
the  Exchequer  bills  bill,  and  the 
Penitentiary  bill,  also  went  through 
committees. 

.The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  presented  a 
petition  from  certain  persons  having 
estates  in  St.  Christophers  and 
Grenada,  against  the  bill  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery.  His 
lordship  observed,  that  if  this 
measure  were  persevered  in,  he 
shonld  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  that 
counsel  be  heard  in  the  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  petitioners. 

The 
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.  The  Lord  ChanotUor  opposed 
the  bill  on  the  ground  that  it  con- 
tained much  new  matter,  and  was 
not  a  mere  consolidation  of  the 
existing  laws.  It  was  only  printed 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  could  not 
be  passed  in  the  present  session  un- 
less the  house  could  sit- for  at 
least  a  month  longer  than  was  ex- 
pected. 

The  Earl  of  WeHmoriand  ex- 
pressed the  same  opinion. 

Lord  Calthorpe  supported  the 
bill)  but  said  that  he  should  not 
press  it  during  the  present  session, 
as  it  was  resisted  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared 
that  the  bill  was  any  thing  rather 
than  a  bill  of  consolidation.  There 
was  one  most  important  enactment 
in  it  altogether  new. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  this  day  three 
months ;  after  which  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Hoase  ofLordSyJuly  16. — ^The 
Marquis  of  Londondeny  took  the 
oaths  and  his  seat  as  Earl  Vane 
and  Viscount  Seaham. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  laid  two 
bags  of  papers  on  the  table  referring 
to  the  slave  trade. 

A  person  from  the  Treasury 
brought  up  the  sixth  report  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  revenues  of 
Ireland. 

Mr,  Brogden  and  others,  from 
the  Commons,  brought  up  the 
amended  bills  on  the  East  India 
trade  and  on  the  local  taxation  of 
Limerick. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed  : — TheCork 
general  sessions  bill,  the  East  In* 
dia  mutiny  bill,  the  Irish  law  ex- 
penses bill,  and  the  Penitentiary 
bill. 


Lord  Eiknborough  presented 
two  petitions  against  the  silk-ma- 
nafacturers  bill  from  6000  wea- 
vers  of  Coventry  and  3000  wea- 
vers of  Macclesfield. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Earl  of 
Aberdetn^  and  after  a.remark  from 
the  B^rl  of  Ros^lyn^  a  return  was 
ordered  of  the  number  of  issues 
tried  by  the  commismoners  of  the 
Scotc  J  Jury  Court  duving  the  last 
three  circuits,  and  in  the  city-  of 
Edinburgh  since  the  1 2th  of  Febiu- 
ary  last. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  being 
moved  that  the  silk  manufacturars 
bill  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Earl  of  Harnjiwlf^'  opposed 
the  farther  progress  oi  the  bill, 
under  the  full  conviction  that  it 
was  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  trade.  On  the  whole,  he  fek 
most  unwilling  to  alter  a  system 
that  in  all  respects  liir  so  many 
years  had  been  found  beneficiai. 
He  should  sit  down  by  moving 
*'  That  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time 
this  day  three  months.'* 

The  Earl  of  Rosslyn  suggested 
that  the  bill  should  be  read  a  third 
time,  omitting  ail  the  clauses,  ex- 
cept that  one  only  which  allowed 
the  Spital  fields  manufacturers  to 
transfer  their  capital  to  other 
places. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord 
EUenborougkf  that  course  was  ace 
ceded  to;  and  the  bill,  withi  its 
amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morni^w.  *^  The 
house  then  adjourned.  > 

House  of  Commonsj  July  X^^ — 
Mr,  fVellesley  presented  ^  petition 
from  Inverness,  praying  for  the  re« 
peal  of  the  barilla  duties. 

Mr,  Hume  presented  .a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Kottingr 
ham,  praying  that  tlie  comhination 
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laws  repeal  bill  be  referred  to  a 
select  commiUee. 

The  honourable  member  also 
presented  a  petition  from  John 
Okeville  of  Whitehaven,  complain^ 
ing  of  the  operation  of  the  act  of 
the  1st  Geo.  IV.,  for  the  sum« 
mary  punishment  of  trespasserSi 
and  praying  for  its  repeal. 

The  honourable  member  also 
presented  a  petition  from  John 
Murray,  stating  that  the  practice 
of  felling  Navy  timber  at  unsea* 
sonable  times  of  the  year  had  pro« 
duced  the  dry-rot,  and  had  been 
die  cause  of  a  very  large  loss  to 
the  country. 

Mr.Huskisson  assured  the  ho- 
nourable member  that  this  subject 
had  engaged  the  serious  attention 
of  the  Navy  Board ;  and  various 
experiments  hod  been  made,  as  to 
felling  timber  in  the  spring  and 
in  the  winter. — Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hothouse  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  freeholders  and  in- 
habitants of  Somersetshire,  praying 
for  a  radical  reform  in  this  house. 
He  concluded  by  moving — ^*'  That 
the  petition  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed  ;"  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  dmitipg  brought  up  copies 
of  correspondence  with  foreign 
powers  relative  to  the  slave  trade. 
— Adjourned. 

Houte  of  Lords,  Juijf  17. — No 
hishop  being  ready  to  read  prayers 
at  four  o'clock,  the  commission, 
which  was  fixed  for  to-day,  was 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Lord  Bexleif,  in  moving  the 
third  reading  of  the  silk- manufac- 
Cm^rs  bill,  postponed  from  yester- 
day, stated  the  natore  of  the 
amendments  that  it  had  bei^n 
agreed  should  be  introduoed.  The 
authority  of  the  magistrates  in 
fixing  the  amount  of  waffpes  be- 
ween    masters    and   journeymen 


was  to  be  preserved;  but  it  had  been 
thongfat  right  that  the  manufac- 
turers shonld  not  be  confined,  as  at 
present,  to  the  employment  of  their 
capital  within  the  limits  of  the 
metropolis  and  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex ;  so  moeh  of  the  Spitalfields 
acts  was  therefore  to  be  repealed. 
A  clause  had  also  been  prepared  to 
limit  to  three  months  the  period 
within  which  informations  or  pro- 
secutions under  this  act  should  be 
laid  or  instituted. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  t«>, 
and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tiaie, 
and  passed. 

Lord  Colchester  gave  dotice  of 
a  motion  for  to-morrow,  regard- 
ing the  endowment  of  charities  by 
Roman  Catholics. — Adjourned. 

House  of  Commons,  Julj^  1 7. — 
A  sufficient  number  of  members 
not  being  present  at  four  o'clock, 
the  house  adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  Juhf  18.— The 
house  met  soon  after  ten  o'clock 
this  morning  ;  when  the  Comnions 
having  been  summoned  to  attend, 
and  the  Speaker,  Clerks,  &c.  ap- 
pearing at  the  bar,  the  following 
bills  received  the  Royal  assent  bj 
commission : — The  reciprocity  da- 
ties  bill,  the  distilleries  bill.  Lord 
Sl  Vincent's  annuity  bilU  East 
India  mutiny  bill,  passage  vessels 
regulation  bill.  East  India  trade 
bill,  marriage  law  amendment  bill, 
foreign  marriages  bill,  Scotch  law 
commissioners  bill,  Millbank  Pe- 
nitentiary bill,  Irish  law  expensea 
biU,  Highlands  church  bill,  Cork 
general  sessions  bill,  Irish  chuixrh 
rates  bill,  unlawful  oaths  bill, 
and  the  Liooierick  local  taxatiou 
bill. 

The  Marquis  of  Salisbury  took 
the  oaths  and  his  seat. 

Lord  Colchester  laid  upon  the 
tabic  a  petition  from  the  debtors  in* 
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the  KingVbench  prison  in  faTOor 
of  the  insolvent  act. 

Lord  Colchegter  rose,    in    pur- 
suance of  his  notice  yesterday,  to 
move  for  certain  returns  relative 
to  Roman  Catholic  colleges,  cha- 
pels, and  religious  houses  in  Great 
Britain.      He  had    observed,    he 
said,    in  the  votes  of  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  that  a  no- 
tice had  been  given  not  long  since, 
of  the  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  endowment  of  institutions 
for  charitable  purposes  by  Roman 
Catholics.      He  believed  that  no 
such  bill  had  yet  been  brought  in, 
and  be  therefore  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  step  would  be  taken   in 
the  next  Session ;  and  on  this  ac- 
count he  wished   for  certain  pre- 
vious iilfonnation  upon  the  subject, 
in  order  to  enable  the  house  wisely 
to  determine  whether  such  a  mea- 
aare  ought  to  be  encouraged.     He 
wished  first  to  obtain  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic 
chapels  in  England.     They  were 
certainly  tolerated  by  law  ;  bat  it 
was     now    necessary    to    decide 
whether  it  was  fit  that  they  should 
be   permanently  ingrafted  on  the 
institutions   of  the  country :    this 
was  certainly  a  question  of  some 
importance.   Next  he  was  desirous 
of  knowing  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  schools,  academies,  and 
colleges,    protected    ki  the  same 
way  by    law,  and  which,   by  the 
proposed  bill,  were  to  be  fixed,  as 
it  were,  in  the  soil  of  the  kingdom. 
The  only  one  of  the  kind  yet  en- 
dowed l)y  law  was  at  Maynooth, 
in  Ireland ;  and  which,  he  appre- 
hended, by  experience,   had   lost 
much  of  the  favour  of  its  original 
promoters.     The  tlrird  and  main 
topic  on  which  be  required  infor- 
mation   referred     to    what   were 
termed  religious  houses,  sometimes 


aho  caHed  repated    convents  or 
monasteries.     Those  who  resided 
in  Lancashire,  and  many  others, 
knew  of  the  establishment  of  Stony- 
hurst  ;  and  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare  there  was  a  simihir  institution : 
they  were  under  the  management 
of  persons  avowing  themselves  Je- 
suits ;  they  wore  the  habit  of  the 
order,  and  the  principals  had  at- 
tended at  Rome  on  the  last  elec- 
tion of  a  general.    A  noble  person 
had  last  year  felt  so  strongly  the 
danger  of  a  then-expected  large 
importation  of  Jesuits  into  this  em- 
pire, that  he  had  remonstrated  with 
the  Court  of  Rome  against  the  plan 
at  that  time  in  contemplation  of 
putting  all   the  English  and  Irish 
students  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Jesuits.      It  was  very  pro- 
per that  this  fact  should  be  known. 
The   house  was    probably    aware 
that   there    existed    a  large  and 
splendid  establishment  of  a  similar 
nature  in  Somersetshire,  the  mem- 
bers of  which  traversed  the  coun- 
try, purchasing  some  coiifvrts,  and 
making  others.      It  was,  in  his 
lordship's  view,  necessary  to  have 
not  only  an  account  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  belonging  to  these  insti- 
tutions, but  also  of  those  persons 
'  who  were  boand  by  monastic  vows, 
although  not  attached  to  religious 
houses.     Some  years  ago,  when 
he  (liord    Colchester)  was  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  he  bad  bad 
placed  in  his  hand,  authentic  papers 
showing   that  tliere  were  in  that 
part  of  the  empire  no  less  than  69 
religious  houses  of  various  orders — 
Franciscan,   Dominican,,  Carmel- 
ites, &c.     Nothing  could  be  more 
important  than   Ut  consider  how 
far  it  was  the  policy  of  this  Pro- 
testant government  to  give  these 
establishments  a  farther  and  firmer 
footing:  and  to  facilitate  the  de- 
cision 
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cisMHi  of  this  quwtioD  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion.  The  noble 
lord  concluded  by  moving  an  ad- 
dress to  the  Crown  to  direct  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  to  in- 
struct the  parochial  clergy  of  their 
dioceses  to  procure  and  transoiit 
information  upon  the  points  to 
which  he  had  adverted. 

The  Earlo/Kossfyn  (the  motion 
iiaving  been  seconded)  expressed 
his  regret  that  this   subject    had 
been  brought  Ibrward  in  the  ab< 
•ence  of  most  of  his  noble  friends, 
who  would  have  strenuously  re- 
sisted   the    proposition;     he    felt 
called  upon  to  oppose  it.    It  was 
admitted  that  the  bill  threatened  in 
the  House  of  Commons  had  not 
«ven  been  introduced ;  and  on  the 
possible  contingency  that  the  mea- 
sure would  be  brought  forward  in 
the  next  session,  it  was  a  little  too 
much  to  spread  anxiety  and  alarm 
thipugb  the  kingdom  by  the  mo* 
tion  just  submitted.     It  was  sin- 
gular, as  the  noblebaron  had  spoken 
with  much  apparent  horror  of  no 
less  than  69  RoiQan  Catholic  in- 
stitutions in  Ireland,  that  his  pro- 
position did  not  extend    at  all  to 
that  part  of  the  empire,  though  the 
bill  of  endowment  of  which  he  hod 
spoken  was  to    be    introduced  by 
two    Irish  members,  and  was  in- 
tended to  apply  especially  to  Ire- 
land.    It  was  known  that  monas- 
tic establishments  could  not  exist 
by  law,  and  the  motion  therefore 
called  them  ^'reputed  monasteries ;" 
and  it  was  worthy  of  observation 
that  the  parochial  clergy  were  to 
be  required  to  transmit  what,  but 
for  the  interposed  authority  of  the 
house,  must  be    looked    upon    as 
libels  -*  viz*  assertions  that  such 
and  such  institutions  were,  iu  fact, 
monasteries,  and  contrary  to  law. 
He  (the  Earl  of  Rosslyo)  could  not, 


of  course,  impute  a  bad  motive  to 
the  noble  baron  ;  but  the  obvious 
tendency  of  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  was  to  excite  clamour :  and 
if  the  motion  were  carried,  disturb- 
ance and  tumult  might  be  the  re- 
sult before  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
He  hoped  that  the  noble  baron 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  pro- 
position. 

While  the  Earl  of  Rossfyn  was 
still  speaking,  a  message  was 
brought  op  from  the  Commons, 
returning  the  New  South  Wales 
jurisdiction  bill,  the  Irish  tithe 
composition  bill,  and  the  general 
turnpike  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to.  n 

Mi\  W.  IVynn  also  brought  up  a 
message  from  the  Commons,  re- 
questing a  conference  with  the 
Lords,  regarding  certain  amend- 
ments they  had  made  to  the  bill 
for  the  regulation  of  the  Scotch 
commissary  courts. 

Lord  Md-ciUe  moved  that  the 
conference  be  held  forthwith  in  the 
painted  chamber ;  and  tliis  motion 
being  carried,  and  the  Commons 
attending  at  the  bar  informed,  the 
Lord  PresidaUf  the  Earls  of  Skaf- 
tesbury  and  Rosslyn^  Lords  Mel" 
rillef  StoweU^  and  Bexley,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Londoa^  were  appointed 
to  manage  it.  They  went  forth 
accordingly,  and  on  their  return. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowhy  reported, 
that  the  Commons  requested  that 
the  Lords  would  not  persevere  in 
their  amendments. 

Lord  Melville  moved,  that  the 
amendments  be  abandoned ;  and 
the  affirmative  being  carried,  a 
message  to  that  efiect  was  sent  to 
the  Commons. 

The  debate  upon  Lord  Colches- 
ter's motion  was  then  resumed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  vnshed  the 
noble 
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noble  lord  to  with^aw  bis  inotion ; 
and  boped  tbat  if  a  bill  was  brought 
in  upon  the  subject  next  session, 
it  would  be  brought  in>  in  such 
time  as  to  afford  full  opportunity 
for  deliberation. 

Lord  Colchester  withdrew  his 
motion ;  but  said,  tbat  he  should 
certainly  renew  it,  if  a  bill  was 
not  brought  in,  next  session.  - 

After  a  few  words  from  the 
Earl  of  Rotsfyn^  the  motion  wa^ 
withdrawn. 

A  message  was  then  brought  up 
from  the  Commons,  requesting  a 
conference  with  their  lordships 
upon  the  Scotch  confirmation  bilk 
Tlie  conierence  accordingly  took 
place  in  the  Painted  Chamber;  and 
their  lordships,  on  the  return  of 
their  managers,  sent  a  notice  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  their 
amendments  would  not  be  insisted 
upon.— Their  lordships  then  ad- 
journed. 

House  of  Commons,  July  18. — 
At  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  the 
Speaker  having  entered  the  house, 
the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  sum- 
moned the  bouse  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  to  hear  the  royal  assent 
given  by  commission  to  various 
bills ;  for  which  see  the  Lords. 

The  Speaker  having  returned  to 
the  house  alone,  a  message  from 
the  Houseof  Lords  was  announced. 
The  Speaker  desired  the  S^geant 
at  Arms  to  request  that  some  ho- 
nourable member  would  come  in. 

ikfr.  Peter  Moore  dien  entered, 
and  the  message  was  received,  in* 
forming  the  house  that  their  lord- 
ehips  had  agreed  to  the  East  India 
mutiny  bill,  the  Milbank  Peniten-^ 
tiary  bill,  and  the  Cork  county 
court  bill,  without  amendments; 
and  that  they  had  made  certain 
alterations  in  the  Irish  tithe  com- 
mutation bill,  in  th^  New  South 
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Wales  jurisdiction  bill*  in  the  silk 
manu&ctory  bill,  and  in  the  Scotch 
commissaries'  court  bill,  to  which 
they  requested  the  concurrence  of 
this  house. 

A  person  from  the  Treasury  al> 
tended  with  papers,  which  wmt 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  then  adjourned  until 
four  o^clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  house  having  met  at  iionr 
o'clock, 

Mr.  P.  Moore  presented  a  peti* 
tion.  from  Mr.  Benjamin  WeUei 
recommending  various  modes  of 
employing  labourers^  and  lessening 
the  poor-rate  taxes. — ^To  be  prinfeecL 

Mr.  Pn  Moore  gave  three  nolkes 
for  the  next  session  of  Parliaments 
-"•first,  to  revive  his  hill  for  the 
repeal  of  all  the  combination  laws ; 
secondly,  to  revive  a  bill  which  he 
introduced  four  years  ago,  kst 
by  misunderstandings  amongst  the 
scientific  profession,  for  the  reguv 
lation  of  clock  and  watch-makei-s; 
and  thirdly,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
the  consolidation  of  the  laws  of  apr 
prenttceship  and  to  retive  the  an- 
cient system  of  apprenticeship. un- 
der regular  indentures.     ' 

The  Lords'  ameudmeots  wei« 
then  agreed  to  on  the  Irish  tithes 
commutation  bill,  and  on  the  New 
South  Wales  jurisdiction  bill. 

On  the  motion  that  the  Lor4»' 
amendments  to  the  Sootob  com- 
missaries' court  be  agreed:  to, 

Lord  A*  Hamiltom  objected,  on 
the  ground  that  thetr  lordships  had 
changed  the  day  on  which  the  rer 
peal  of  the  fees  was  to  take  placa, 
from  the  first  of  Januaiy.to  the 
twenty-fiAh  of  March.  This,  he 
contended,  would  be  a  violation  of 
one  of  the  most  important  privi- 
leges of  the  house;  the  bill,  re. 
lating  as  it  did,  to  an  impost  on 
the  subject,  must  be  considered  as 
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a  money  bill ;  their  iordabips' 
alteration  would  have  the  effect  of 
keeping  that  impost  in  exiatenoe 
three  months  longer  than  the  house 
had  intended,  and  for  this  reason 
he  submitted  the  alterations  could 
not  be  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  was  of  opinion, 
that  as  the  receipt  of  fees  was  al- 
ready established  by  the  autho- 
rity  of  this  house,  the  alterations 
made  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  to 
the  period  at  wliich  they  should 
cease  was  not  in  violation  of  the 
orders. 

A  short  discussion  ensued,  in 
which  Mr.  J.  P.  Grant,  Mr.  Cal- 
crafty  Mr.  Abercromby^  And  Mr. 
Bright  supported  the  objection ; 
and  Mr.  Peel,  Mr.  K.  Douglas, 
Mr,  Croker,  Mr.  CoMning,  and 
Mr.  Wynn  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendments.  In  conclusion,  the 
amendments  relative  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  fees  were  negatived.  The 
other  amendments  were  agreed  to* 

A  committee  was  then  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  reasons  on  account 
of  which  the  Commons  dissented 
from. the  amendments  of  the  Lords; 
and  they  proceeded  to  the  Speaker's 
chamber  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Peel  moved  that  the  Lords' 
amendments  to  the  Scotch  confir- 
mation bill  should  be  taken  into 
consideration.  Certain  amend- 
ments relative  to  fees,  similar  to 
those  which  had  been  introduced 
into  the  Scotch  commissaries  bill, 
were  negadved ;  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  rea- 
sons of  the  Commons'  dissent. 

Mr.  W.  Wynn  sUted,  that  the 
committee  had  come  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution  relative  to  certain 
of  the  liOrds'  amendments  in  the 
Scotch  commissaries  bill : — 

<*  That  the  Commons  could  not 
agree  to  the  cessation  of  the  fees 


on  the  latter  day^  and  that  they 
did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  state 
any  other  reasons  for  their  deter« 
mination." 

A  similar  resolution  was  adopt* 
ed  with  respect  to  the  amendments 
in  the  Scotch  confirmation  bill. 

The  members  were  then  nomi- 
nated for  managing  the  conference 
with  the  Lorcb  in  the  Painted 
Chamber.  On  their  return,  Mr. 
Wynn  acquainted  the  house  Uiat 
the  Lords  would  communicate  the 
result  of  the  conferences  by  mes- 
sengers of  their  own. 

Shortly  after,  the  Masters  in 
Chancery  announced  that  their 
Lordships  did  not  insist  ou  the 
amendments  from  which  the  Com- 
mons had  dissented. 

Mr.  Douglas  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  legislature  of  To- 
bago, complaining  of  the  distressed 
state  of  the  island. — Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Alderman  Wood  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  John  Wilfred  Parkins, 
praying  that  the  house  would  in- 
quire by  what  authority  the  Cor- 
poration of  London  sold  the  office 
of  Secondary.— Laid  on  the  table. 
—Adjourned. 

House  of  Lords,  Jul§  19. — Par- 
liament was  this  day  prorogued  by 
commission,  his  Majesty  not  deem- 
ing it  advisable  to  risk  the  possible 
consequences  to  his  health,  of 
going  through  the  fieitigue  of  the 
ceremony. 

The  Commissioners  were  the 
Lord  Chancellory  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  Earl  of  Harrow- 
by,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  and  the 
Earl  of  Westmorland. 

The  House  of  Commons  were 
summoned  to  the  bar  at  two  o'clock 
precisely.  The  commission  for 
giving  the  Royal  assent  to  certain 
bills,,  and  for  proroguing  the  Pftr- 
liament, 
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liament,  was  then  read;  and  the 
several  bills  having  received  the 
Royal  assent,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
proceeded  to  deliver  the  following 
speech  : — 

'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

**  We  are  commanded  by  his 
Majesty,  in  releasing  you  from 
your  attendance  in  Parliament,  to 
express  to  you  his  Majesty's  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  zeal  and 
assiduity  wherewith  you  have  ap- 
plied yourselves  to  the  several  ob-* 
jects  which  his^Majesty  recom- 
oaended  to  your  attention .  at  the 
opening  of  the  session. 

"  His  Majesty  entertains  a  con- 
fident expectation  that  the  provi- 
sions of  internal  regulation,  which 
you  have  adopted  with  respect  to 
Ireland,  will,  when  carried  into  ef- 
fect, tend  to  remove  some  of  the 
evils  which  have  so  long  afflicted 
tbat  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

**  We  are  commanded  to  assure 
you,  that  you  may  depend  upon 
tlie  firm  but  temperate  exercise 
of  those  powers  which  you  have 
intrusted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the 
suppression  of  violence  and  out- 
rage in  that  country,  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects* 

**  It  is  with  the  greatest  satis- 
faction that  his  Majesty  is  enabled 
to  contemplate  the  flourishing  con- 
dition of  all  branches  of  our  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  the 
greatest  abatement  of  those  diffi- 
culties which  the  agricultural  in- 
terest has  so  long  and  so  severely 
suffered. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons, 

"  We  have  it  in  command  from 
his  Majesty  to  thank  you  for  the 


supplies  which  you  have  granted 
for  the  service  of  the  year,  and  to 
assure  you  that  he  has  received  the 
sincerest  pleasure  from  the  relief 
which  you  have  been  enabled  to 
afford  his  people,  by  a  large  reduc- 
tion of  taxes. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  His  Majesty  has  commanded 
us  to  inform  you,  that  he  conti- 
nues to  receive  from  all  foreign 
powers  the  strongest  assurances  of 
their  friendly  disposition  towards 
this  country. 

''Deeply  as  his  Majesty  still 
regrets  the  failure  of  his  earnest  en- 
deavours to  prevent  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  peace  of  Europe,  it  af- 
fords him  the  greatest  consolation 
that  the  principles  upon  which  he 
has  acted,  and  the  policy  which  he 
has  determined  to  pursue,  have 
been  marked  with  your  warm  and 
cordial  concurrence,  as  consonant 
with  the  interests,  and  Satisfactory 
to  the  feelings,  of  his  people." 

Parliament  was  thent  prorogued 
to  Tuesday  the  30th  of  September. 

House  of  Commons,  July  19.— 
The  Speaker  entered  the  house  at 
five  minutes  after  two  o'clock. 
Prayers  having  been  read,  the 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  summoned 
this  house  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
to  hear  the  Royal  assent  given  by 
commission  to  certain  bills,  and 
also  to  hear  his  Majesty's  speech 
and  the  prorogation  of  Parliament 
by  commission. 

The  Speaker  then  left  the  house, 
and  returned  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour;  when  he  read  the 
King's  speech,  and  informed  the 
members  present  that  the  parlia- 
ment was  prorogued. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Stale  of  the   Country  external   and   internal — Agriculture^  Manufac' 
tures.  Commerce t  Sfc. — State  of  Ireland. 


'piIROUGHOUT  this  year, 
Great  Britain  has  followed  a  line 
of  conduct  with  respect  to  her  fo- 
reign relations,  which  to  her  is  truly 
novel,  although  not  upon  that  ac- 
count improvident  or  unwise.  She 
has  been  accustomed  generally  to 
take  thB  lead  in  all  that  is  stirring 
and  military — the  first  and  most 
active  of  the  belligerent  powers: 
hut  this  has  been  a  year  of  calm 
unmoved  neutrality.  Had  she  lifted 
her  arm,  the  whole  world  might 
now  have  been  convulsed  by  war : 
but  the  path  she  has  chosen  has 
been  the  means  of  preserving  the 
major  part  in  peace.  Nor  need  it 
be  feared  that  the  cause  of  univer- 
sal liberty  will  be  injured  by  this 
reserve  :  there  is  a  principle  abroad 
in  the  earth  which  not  all  the  power 
of  all  the  tyrants  it  contains  can 
quell ;  every  nation  will  in  its  turn 
conquer  its  own  freedom  ;  and  who 
else  should  fight  for  it  ?  The  ter- 
mination of  the  Spanish  revival  is 
but  a  hollow  tranquillity ;  and  the 
warmest  friend  of  liberty  need  not 
fear,  that  yet  again  the  flame  will 
burst  forth,  and  consume  the  fet- 
ters and  the  oppressors  who  forged 
them. 

The  internal  state  of  the  empire 
has  been  decidedly  prosperous. 
The  manufacturer  has  had  con- 
stant employment;  and  if  his  gains 
have  not  been  great,  they  have 
been  steady  and  continual,  which  is 
offar  greater  importance.  In  com- 
merce,  the  shipping  have    found 


themselves  able  to  compete  and  to 
surpass  other  countries ;  and  gene- 
rally, although  there  may  have 
l^een  less  of  commercial  specula- 
tion, there  has  been  more  sure 
and  regular  trade.  In  finance  there 
has  been  a  repeal  of  two  millions 
of  taxes, — and  of  those  peculiar 
taxes  which  come  home  to  the 
family  of  every  man.  But  what 
more  certainly  marks  a  degree  of 
at  least  comparative  prosperity,  is 
the  general  tranquillity  of  the 
country.  We  have  had  no  Man- 
chester or  Spa-fields  meetings — no 
military  called  into  action ;  but 
me^  have  been  content  to  follow 
their  own  callings,  internally  satis- 
fied with  their  country,  and  with 
the  government  which  directs  it. 
The  agricultural  interest  alone 
have  been  unsettled  and  depressed  ; 
but  while  the  war  lasted  tiieir  day 
was  a  long  and  a  prosperous  one, 
and  they  find  it  no  easy  matter  to 
return  to  the  point  from  whence 
they  set  out  thirty  years  ago  :  yet 
the  proposition  does  not  appear  to 
contiun  any  great  mixture  of  in- 
justice. 

The  prosperous  state  of  the  fi- 
nances of  the  country  is  not*  less 
singular  than  gratifying.  From 
the  amazing  sums  which  appear 
in  the  shape  of  capital,  none  are 
more  extraordinary  in  result  than 
those  arising  out  of  the  Savings 
Banks.  The  amount  of  their  de- 
posits in  April  last  was 7^^3,179/. 
The  number  of  depositors  in  the 
Provident 
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Provident  Bisboj>sgate  Bank  to 
31st  March,  1828,  was  7320  per^ 
sons ;  and  the  amount  of  its  depo- 
sits 186,845/.  being  251.  9s.  Id. 
each  depositor  upon  the  ave- 
rage. Adopting  this  as  the  gene- 
ral average  throughout  the  king- 
dom, if  the  sum  of  7,323,179/.  be 
divided  by  25/.  9s.  Id.  it  follows 
that  288, 19^  persons  are  interest- 
ed therein  I  which  gives  4237  per- 
sons more  than  the  number  of 
stockholders  in  the  government 
funds!  But  as  the  proportion  of 
25/.  98.  Id.  is  probably  much 
higher  than  belongs  to  the  country 
depositors  in  Savings  Banks,  the 
number  will  be  much  greater.  It 
has  been  remarked  that  from  *'  a 
statelnent  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  the  last  forty  years,  it 
appears,  that  on  an  average  of  the 
dve  years  1798-1802,  when  the 
taxes  of  Great  Britain  averaged 
only  33,670,195/.  per  annum, 
and  the  pauper  rates  less  than 
4,000,000/.  per  annum,  the  quan- 
tity of  merchandise  imported  an- 
nually was  29,578,490/.  and  the 
quantity  of  British  produce  and 
manufiaictures  exported  annually 
23,840,865/. ;  whilst  in  1822,with 
a  taxation  of  about  55,000,000/. 
and  a  pauper  rate  of  7,761,441/. 
the  British  produce  and  manufac- 
tures exported  amounted  in  quan- 
tity to  no  less  than  43,558,490/. 
nearly  double  Uie  quantity  of  the 
former  period;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  imports  were  actually 
less  than  on  an  average  of  the  fiv^ 
years  1798-1802,  having  been 
only  29,401,807/.;  and  that  the 
real  value  of  the  23,840,865/.  per 
annum  of  British  produce  and  ma- 
nufactures, exported  in  the  five 
years  1798-1802,  was  declared  at 
40,322,381/.  whilst  the  real  value 
of  the  43,558,490/.  exported  in  the 


last  year,  was  declared  at  only 
36,176,897/.  or  in  the  proportion 
of  only  19,800,700/.  instead  of 
40,322,381/.  for  a  quantity  of 
23,840,865/.  as  on  an  average  of 
the  five  years  1798-1802." 

The  session  of  parliament  was 
one  of  extraordinary  labour:  and 
the  country  had  reason  to  congra- 
tulate itself  on  the  conciliatory, 
candid,  and  manly  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  and 
his  coadjutors,  so  different  from 
preceding  examples,  and  so  much 
more  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the 
time.  Two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  bills  received  the  Royal  assent 
— ninety-six  being  public,  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy- three  pri- 
vate. Of  the  public  bills  there 
were  twenty-five  which  related  to 
the  revenue — the  remodelling  of 
duties  on  particular  goods,  regula- 
ting the  collection,  &c.  Six  acts 
were  for  altering  and  mitigating  in 
certain  cases  the  severity  of  the 
penal  code;  six  or  seven  for  the 
better  regulation  and  improvement 
of  trade ;  two  were  for  the  repeal 
of  taxes ;  twenty-five  of  the  public 
bills  had  reference  to  Ireland;  six 
or  seven  to  Scotland.  New  South 
Wales,  our  North  American,  our 
East  and  West  India  Colonies,  had 
seven  or  eight  arts.  The  other 
public  bills,  not  enumerated  under 
these  heads,  were  of  a  general  na- 
ture, and  did  not  apply  particularly 
to  any  one  part  of  the  empire. 

The  number  of  petitions  present- 
ed to  the  House  of  Commons  was 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sixty. — Among  tlie  public  petitions 
there  were — praying  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  taxation  generally,  or  for 
the  repeal  of  particular  duties,  on 
coals,  stone,  and  slate  carried 
coastwise,  233;  complaining  of 
agricultural  distress,  44;  for  the 
abolition 
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abolition  of  slavery  in  our  colonieSt 
ft^S ;  against  the  insolvent  debtors 
act,  106  —  there  were  2  for  its 
continuance,  and  the  execution  of 
its  provisions  to  uncertificate  bank- 
rupts ;  against  the  marriage  act| 
passed  the  session  before,  22; 
against  the  Roman  Catholic  claims, 
108 ;  in  favour  of  theRoman  Catho- 
lic claims,  3 ;  in  favour  of  a  com- 
mutation of  tithes,  9  ;  against  any 
alteration  in  the  tithe-laws,  2.  The 
number  of  returns,  accounts,  and 
estimates  of  various  kinds,  was 
upwards  of  nine  hundred.  The 
number  of  members  who  took  the 
oaths  and  their  seats  during  this 
session  was  thirty-seven.  There 
were,  in  the  course  of  the  session, 
twenty  select  committees  appoint- 
ed on  various  matters.  The  prin- 
cipal of  these  were  the  committees 
on  the  poor  returns;  on  foreign 
trade  ;  on  the  game  laws ;  on  the 
employment  of  the  Irish  poor ;  on 
the  means  of  more  speedily  reco- 
vering small  debts ;  on  the  laws 
of  factor  and  agent,  and  their  ef- 
fects on  commerce ;  and  on  the  state 
of  the  Penitentiary  at  Millbank. 

The  picture  which  Ireland  pre- 
sents is  a  wilderness  of  bigotry, 
superstition,  anarchy,  and  outrage. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  bill  for  com- 
mutation of  tithes  will  do  some- 
thing towards  tranquillizing  the 
country,  or  at  least  prove  the  sis- 
ter kingdom  wishes  to  do  so ;  the 
reform  in  the  magistracy — the  ex- 
tension of  education,  it  is  hoped, 
vrill  still  farther  forward  this  ob- 
ject. Ignorance  is  a  great  cause 
of  the  misery  of  ihe  country  ;  and 
neither  the  Catholic  nor  the  Pro- 


testant are  free  from  its  enslaving 
influence.  Thus,  while  the  iai- 
postor  Prince  Hohenloe  is  blinding 
the  Catholic  with  his  cures,  the 
Orangeman  sees  his  miracle  for 
supporting  the  sacred  character  of 
his  unhallowed  or^es,  in  the  vege* 
tation  of  the  flowers  that  deck  the 
table  of  debauch  on  giving  his  rul- 
ing toast  It  is  gravely  asserted 
that  on  one  of  these  occasionsy 
lately,  a  lily  actually  burst  out  into 
bloom! 

In  the  East,  affairs  have  pro- 
ceeded with  regularity  and  tran- 
quillity. In  the  West  the  infernal 
character  and  consequences  of  sla- 
very have  been  evinced  in  insur- 
rections, and  in  cruel,  and  no 
doubt  in  some  instances  unjust 
prosecutions.'  An  attempt  was 
made  to  throw  the  odium  of  the 
insurrection  in  Demerara  upon  the 
Methodists  ;  but  this  report  origi- 
nated among  men  who  are  opposed 
to  the  Methodists,  or  to  any  who 
are  anxious  to  raise  the  debased 
Negro  to  his  share  of  the  privileges 
which  his  Creator  intended  him  to 
enjoy. 

At  Sierra  Leone,  great  exertions 
have  been  made  to  put  down  the 
slave-trade,  which  notwithstanding 
is  carried  on  to  a  lamentable  ex- 
tent.— New  South  Wales  is  re- 
markably prosperous. 

Having  given  the  original  docu- 
ments from  which  our  short  abs- 
tract is  drawn,  we  refer  to  them, 
considering  it  the  duty  of  a  Regis- 
trator rather  to  preserve  materials 
for  the  future  historian,  than  to  be 
an  historian  himself. 
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CHAPTER  VIH. 

Siatc  of  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  llalj/,  Rusfiia,  the  East, 
South  America,  SfC. 


T^£  do  not,  after  the  example  of 
some,  rely  upon  the  words  of 
Bonaparte  as  upon  the  predictions 
of  an  inOallible  oracle;  but  an  ob- 
servation which  he  is  reported  to 
have  made  seems  corroborated  by 
events — the  incorrigibility  of  the 
Bourbons.  "The  Bourbons/*  he 
said,  *'  after  all  they  have  endured, 
have  netiher  learned  nor  forgotten 
any  thing.**  In  what  particular  are 
the  present  generation  at  all  more 
enlightened,  more  liberal,  or  less 
selfish  and'  treacherous,  than  the 
former.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
present  year,  IS^S,  few  considered 
it  possible  that  France  could  ven- 
ture upon  such  an  unhallowed  cru- 
sade as  the  invasion  of  Spain. 
Louis  XVI.  sent  his  soldiers  to 
learn  a  lesson  of  liberty  in  Ame- 
rica, but  Louis  XV III.  sends  his  to 
aid  the  cause  of  slavery  in  Spain  ; 
and  that  noble  country  has  the 
yoke  once  more  placed  upon  her 
neck.  Her  liberators  were  few: 
they  spoke  aloud  for  freedom,  and 
their  voice  was  heard ;  it  was 
hoped  by  many  to  be  the  voice  of 
the  nation,  but  it  was  the  cry  of  a 
small  and  enlightened  part  only. 
They  have  since  fought  and  fallen. 
There  were  few  to  aid  them :  apathy 
had  seized  the  mass  of  the  people ; 
and  the  heroes  have  met  with  the 
death  of  martyrs. 

The  Holy  Alliance,  that  most 
unholy  of  all   alliances,  in  unison 


with  its  worthy  coadjutors,  su- 
perstition and  ignorance,  have 
formed  a  confederacy  to  keep  ty- 
ranny upon  her  throne,  and  the 
soul  in  chains  at  her  feet:  but  a 
calm  spectator,  in  a  free  country 
like  this  our  safe  and  happy  island, 
may  view  their  combined  efforts 
unmoved ;  the  chains  will  be 
broken,  and  freedom  will  pre- 
vail; and  the  feeble  powers  who 
would  attempt  to  place  a  barrier 
against  the  rising  tide  will  be  over- 
whelmed and  swept  away  by  its 
fury. 

France,  in  the  present  instance, 
was  made  the  tool  of  the  other  Al- 
lies; Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia 
stood  aloof ;  but  bad  England  j (lined 
the  contest,  it  would  have  been  the 
probable  cause  of  calling  into  action 
the  barbarians  of  the  North,  and 
of  deluging  Europe  once  more 
with  blood  and  devastation;  and 
that,  too,  for  the  rescue  of  a  people, 
the  great  majority  of  which  do  not 
seem  ripe  for  that  bright  summer 
of  freedom,  to  whom  a  few  of  the 
noblest  among  them  were  striving 
to  awaken  them. 

The  following  observations  are 
extracted  from  a  well-written  tract 
upon  the  Spanish  question,  which 
appeared  in  the  **  Pamphleteer,*' 
written,  as  its  predictions  will 
prove,  before  the  decbion  of  the 
faint  struggle : — 

"  But  what  is  the  nature  of  this 
revolu- 
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revolutionary  spirit  which  renders 
Spain  ao  object  of  jealousy  and  ap- 
prehension to  surrounding  nations  ? 
It  is  not  the  desolating  fiiry  of 
Jacobinism  tearing  down  the  sanc- 
tuaries of  religion  and  the  law  ;  for 
the  national  Church  has  been  uiade 
co-existent  with  the  new  constitu- 
tion, and  the  law  has  gained  the 
new  support  of  public  opinion; — 
nor  is  it  a  war  against  the  rank 
and  riches  of  the  state,  against  se- 
curity of  property,  or  political  dis- 
tinction; for  every  order  is  alike 
protected  under  the  law.  It  is  not 
a  new  attempt  of  visionary  and  spe- 
culative men  to  throw  the  elements 
of  society  into  confusion,  for  the 
purpose  of  re-modelling  them  by 
rule  and  compass :  for  the  consti- 
tution is  that  originally  framed 
under  the  auspices  of  Great  Britain, 
according  to  the  fundamental  laws 
and  recognbed  institutions  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  It  is  not  a 
proselyting  spirit  which  sends  its 
missionaries  to  preach  new  doc- 
trines, and  sow  the  seeds  of  mutual 
hatred  amongst  the  subjects  of 
other  states ;  for  it  renounces  all 
attempt  at  foreign  interference,  and 
possesses  neither  language  nor  lite- 
rature to  dffftise  its  doctrines.  It 
bears  no  resemblance  in  any  fea- 
ture to  those  principles  which  agi- 
tated Europe  at  the  beginning  of 
the  revolutionary  war,  except  the 
one  of  change — it  is  simply  the 
movement  by  which  a  generous 
nation  endeavours  to  attain  her  true 
position  amongst  civilized  com- 
munities. Her  neighbours,  once 
as  far  inferior  as  they  now  surpass 
heTg-  have  risen  to  eminence  in 
science,  arts,  anid  literature>  in  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  in  policy 
and  legislation — in  every  thing 
which  enlarges  the  intellect,  in- 
creases the  enjoyments,  and  guaran- 


ties the  security  of  men : — but  her 
institutions  have  prevented  her 
from  running  the  same  race— she 
has  been  held  back  like  a  solitary 
ship  by  an  unwieldy  anchor,  while 
her  companions  of  the  fleet  are 
proudly  borne  along  the  tide  to 
wealth  and  glory.  Is  it  criminal  to 
feel  her  degradation,  and  emulate 
the  prosperity  thus  presented  to 
her  view? — She  shows  no  jealous - 
hostility  to  her  precursors,  nor 
pursues  unwarrantable  means  of 
following  in  their  career — her  eon- 
duct  is  open  and  unequivocal, 
founded  on  the  indisputable  right 
of  an  independent  nation.  She 
respects  the  established  institutions 
of  every  state,  and  upholds  her 
own; — the  law  is  omnipotent  in 
judging  the  excesses  of  the  pas- 
sions ; — no  spirit  of  revenge  is  ex- 
hibited in  the  moments  of  tri- 
umph and  exultation,  though  many 
violations  of  faith  have  arisen  to 
awaken  it ; — the  humanities  of  ci<- 
vilised  warfare  are  exercised  to- 
wards the  vanquished  :  there  is  no 
general  confiscation,  no  proscrip- 
tion, no  licence  amongst  a  Yic- 
torious  soldiery,  no  door  closed  on 
reconciliation ; — the  majority  of 
the  people  have  declared  their  will, 
and  the  minority  are  required  to 
obey  it.  This  is  the  spirit  which 
*'  threatens  the  security  of  sur- 
rounding nations,  and  may  ulti- 
mately endanger  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe." 

But  the  Inquisition,  which  form- 
ed an  integral  part  of  the  old  go- 
vernment, is  abolished ;  the  over- 
grown monastic  establishments 
have  been  pruned ;  the  extensive 
right  of  commonage,  by  which  a 
few  corporations  and  individuals 
were  empowered  to  hold  extensive 
territories  in  a  state  of  waste  and 
depopulation,  has  been  modified. 

Here 
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Here  are  tbe  three  measares 
which  have  given  rise  to  the  re- 
gency of  Urgel,  the  army  of  the 
Faith,  and  tbe  deciaion  of  Verona. 
Those  sovereigns  of  the  Continent 
who  professed  tbe  most  liberal  sen- 
timents as  individuals,  at  the  peace 
of  Parisy  have  never  ceased  to 
uphold  those  institutions  which 
watched  the  progress  of  that  con- 
traband of  knowledge  and  inforraa- 
tiouy  which  must  sooner  or  later 
curtail  their  power.  They  feel 
their  true  position,  and  tremble  at 
every  agitation  of  the  public  mind, 
like  Pluto  in  the  combat  of  the 
gods,  lest  the  horrid  secrets  of  his 
dominions  should  be  displayed  to 
earth  and  Heaven. 

But  will  the  British  public  repro- 
bate the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities, because  they  have  thought 
fit  to  remove  those  abuses  which 
served  as  a  reproach  to  eytry 
Christian  in  his  intercourse  with 
Pagans  or  Mussulman,  and  to  every 
subject  of  a  monarchy  when  con- 
versing with  Republicans  ?  Sure- 
ly the  doctrines  of  Christianity, 
as  preached  in  these  dominions, 
will  never  sanction  the  invasion  of 
any  country  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  the  atrocities  of  the 
Spanish  inquisition:  nor  will  the 
professors  of  the  reformed  religion 
lament  the  extinction  of  those  li- 
centious seminaries  of  criminal  in- 
dulgence, whose  notoriety  obliged 
their  ancestors  to  secede  from  the 
Church  ;  nor  will  the  benevolent 
philanthropist  who  glories  in  the. 
equal  privileges  of  rich  and  poor 
in  his  own  country,  complain  that 
the  worst  species  of  forest  law, 
which  subjected  whole  districts  to 
the  caprice  of  an  individual,  has 
been  abolished. 

But  let  us  suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment that  the  tendency  of  the  pub- 


lic measures  in  Spain  is  as  hostite 
to  other  nations  as  the  enemies  oi 
the  new  order  of  things  pretend. 
Is  there  any  probability  that 
the  whole  power  of  the  united  So- 
vereigns will  be  able  to  subdue  tbe 
spirit  which  enacts  them?  We 
•  have  seen  it  struggling  with  ob- 
stacles, dangers,  sufferings,  de- 
spair, and  death ; — its  votaries  sub- 
dued by  foreign  tyranny,  abandoned 
by  their  allies,  persecuted  by  the 
sovereign  who  owed  bis  throne  to 
their  exertions; — Porlier  executed 
in  the  North,  Elio  revelling  in  the 
South ;  the  scaffold  raised  in  each 
province,  and  spreading  its  omi- 
nous shadow  over  every  cottage  of 
the  realm  ;  the  unresisted  satellites 
of  bigotry  and  despotic  power 
stalked  again  abroad  in  all  the  pa- 
geantry of  the  middle  ages,  and 
the  very  mob,  corrupted  by  its 
ignorance,  applauding  its  oppres- 
sors ; — yet  the  same  spirit  lived, 
and  was  transmitted  from  the  dying 
to  their  offspring,  like  those  im- 
perishable traditions  which  record 
the  former  glories  of  a  declining 
people.  Let  Spain  then  be  in- 
vaded. 

Can  the  divided  ministry  of 
France,  obliged  to  struggle  with 
the  Chambers  and  the  press,  di- 
rect the  operations  of  tbe  war  like 
the  genius  of  Napoleon,  single  in 
its  conceptions,  unfettered  in  the  dis- 
position of  its  means,  and  holding  in 
complete  subjection  tbe  tongue, 
the  pen,  tbe  wealth  and  services  of 
every  Frenchman!  Will  their 
courtier  generals  prove  as  efficient 
as  those  marshals  who  owed  their 
rank  and  titles  to  a  tried  pre-emi- 
nence? Can  tlieir  young  bat- 
talions stand  tbe  disheartening 
warfare  of  the  stiletto  and  the 
knife,  like  the  flinty  veterans  in- 
ured to,  the  costume  and  warlike 
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habits  of  all  nations  ?  Will  the 
cry  of  Waterloo  and  Vive  IcHai 
excite  their  courage  like  that  of 
Austerlitz  and  Jena,  and  the  for- 
tunes of  Napoleon;  or  will  the  de- 
sire of  replacing  the  derided  relics 
of  the  Spanish  sdtars  be  as  powerful 
a  moral  stimulus  as  the  ambition 
of  rendering  France  the  mistress 
of  all  nations? 

But  Napoleon's  genius,  and  his 
unfettered  power,  his  Marshals, 
veteran  troops,  and  animating  war 
cries,  aided  by  a  moral  sentiment 
of  the  most  powerful  influence  on 
the  minds  of  Frenchmen — failed. 
They  could  not  enforce  even  a  tem* 
porary  abandonment  of  those  free 
principles  which  had  awakened  the 
long-slumbering  Spaniards. 

Let  us  not  refer  for  subjects  of 
indignant  declamation  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  courts,  at  any  former 
period,  or  the  arrogance  of  com- 
monwealths ;  letthe  acts  of  France 
under  the  Convention,  the  Direc- 
tory, and  the  military  tyranny  be 
forgotten — a    fruitful    theme    re- 
mains in   the  pretensions  of  that 
oligarchy    who  now  assume    the 
sovereignty  of  the  European  states. 
But  the  independence  of  Great 
Britain  is  no  less  involved  in  the 
issue  of  this  question,  than  her  na> 
tional  honour.     There  canuot  be 
two  codes  of  public    law  in  Eu- 
rope— ^if  nations  hitherto  considered 
independent    be  formed  into   one 
great  federal  republic^^directed  by 
hereditary  monarchs,  as  its  execu- 
tive council,  Great  Britain  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest,  must  send  her 
envoy    periodically   to   their    ap- 
pointed congresses,  to  bring  back  a 
rescript  for  the  management  of  her 
internal  affairs.     If  their  authority 
be  legitimate,  why  should  we  re- 
fuse to  obey  it  ?  if  not  legitimate, 
for  what  reason  should  Spain  be 


subject  to  its  controul }  Can  a  ho- 
mage be  exacted  from  one  Euro- 
pean state,  and  a  privilege  be  con- 
ceded to  another,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  Turkish  govemmeDt 
to  its  several  provinces  P  If  not, 
by  what  means  are  we  secure,  that 
those  who  expostulate  upon  the 
conduct  of  Riego  may  not  also 
remonstrate  upon  that  of  Hunt  f 

Not  only  is  the  honour  and  in- 
dependence   of  this  country    pro- 
spectively  endangered  by  a    mis- 
taken view  of  this  subject,  but  her 
character  as  a  leading  power  has 
been  affected  by  the  proceedings 
at  the  Congress  of  Verona.    While 
our  foreign  minister  attended  on 
the  sovereigns    to  sanction  their 
aggressions  upon  the  territory  of 
their  neighbours,  and  to  dispose 
of  the  defenceless  portions  of  Eu- 
rope at  their  caprice  and  sugges- 
tbn,  we  were  honoured  with  the 
respect  and  attention  due  to  our 
commanding  station.     But  when 
it  appeared  that  public  opinion  was 
be^nning  to  set  strongly  against 
their  policy,  and  that   a  British 
Minister  could  no  longer  act  in 
unison     with     their    pretensions, 
these  august  allies  began  to  change 
their    tone,    and    to   intimate    in 
terms   tolerably  unequivocal   that 
the  concurrence  of  Great  Britain 
was  not  an  essential   preliminary 
to  their  hostile  movements  against 
other   states.     The    note    of   the 
Marquis  of  Londonderry  was  dis- 
reganled,  and  even   the  personal 
character  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton has  been  unable  to  give  effect 
to  the   remonstrances  of  his  go- 
vernment against  the  intended  sys- 
tem of  aggression. 

It  should  be  carefully  borne  in 
mind  by^  all  who  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  this  question,  that 
the  grand  alliance  was  formed  by 
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the  iofluence  of  this  country,  for 
a  specific  object— to  overthrow  the 
tyranoy  of  Napoleon  over  indepen* 
dent  governments.  It  was  not  be- 
cause  the  people  of  France  thought 
fit  to  call  this  despot  to  the  throne, 
that  we  lavished  such  unheard-of 
treasures  upon  the  Continental 
Sovereigns,  and  enabled  them  to 
arm  and  clothe  the  barbarous 
hordes  of  their  remote  dominions; 
it  was  because  no  state  could 
reckon  upon  its  internal  security, 
nor  venture  to  renew  pacific  rela- 
tions, while  a  power  existed  ex- 
empt from  the  control  of  public 
law,  which  held  itself  absolved 
from  treaties  when  they  no  longer 
served  its  interest  or  ambition,  and 
sent  its  mandates  to  sovereigns 
accompanied  by  a  for^e  prepared 
to  invade  their  dominions.  Now, 
if  tbis'grand  alliance,, having  gained 
the  object  of  its  union,  by  rallying 
the  public  opinion  of  all  nations 
round  its  standard,  shall  forget  its 
purpose,  and  attempt  to  consti- 
tute itself  a  power  exempt  from 
the  control  of  law  ;  if  after  having 
roused  the  indignation  of  its  sub- 
jects by  detailed  accounts  of  sei- 
zures, exiles  and  proscriptions,  for 
political  opinions,  it  proceed  itself 
in  the  same  course,  and  wage  a 
war  agunst  improvement,  in  what- 
ever comer  of  the  globe  it  may 
present  itself,  will  not  the  names 
of  Palm,  and  Wright,  and  Enghien, 
pass  again  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  rouse  the  deluded  people  of  the 
Continent  to  a  true  sense  of  their 
condition  ? 

It  is  the  interest  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  France,  of  Eqrope,  of  the 
world,  that  the  pretensions  of  the 
sovereigns  at  the  Congress  of 
Verona  should  be  crushed  by  pub- 
lic indignation — that  free  govern- 
ments should  be  obliged,  by   the 


unanimous  voice  of  their  subjects, 
to  take  a  stand  upon  the  broad 
principles  of  public  law,  and  to 
unite  in  defence  of  the  menaced 
victims  of  a  lawless  authority. 
There  is  a  power  of  barbarism  and 
a  power  of  civilisation  now  in 
Europe,  prepared  for  rancorous 
hostility,  if  events  should  bring 
them  into  too  close  contact ;  there 
are  materials  ready  to  excite  them 
both ;  there  is  ambition,  too, 
abroad :  a  contest  once  begun  may 
compromise  the  happiness  of  the 
existing  generation.  It  is  the  duty 
of  Great  Britain  to  prevent  it,  and 
she  has  the  power  to  do  so.  The 
dynasty  of  France  is  not  yet  firmly 
seated  upon  its  throne ;  it  has  a 
feeble  scion  to  uphold  it,  and  there 
is  a  pretender  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  control  of  its  natural 
enemy.  The  Austrian  dominions 
contain  the  seeds  of  civil  war  with- 
in them,  and  even  at  this  moment 
require  the  force  of  one  portion  to 
be  employed  in  the  coercion  of 
another. 

The  Prussian  states  consist  of 
many  conquered  provinces,  which 
still  retain  their  former  predilec- 
tions, and  have  not  yet  b^un  to 
coalesce  with  their  victorious  fel- 
low-subjects :  the  middle  classes 
are  known  to  seek  a  change  of  in- 
stitutions ;  and  the  seminaries  can- 
not be  prohibited  from  instilling 
the  detested  doctrines  of  the  Spa- 
nish Constitutionalists  into  the 
minds  of  the  rising  population. 
Russia  is  still  barbcut>us,  and  se- 
cure; she  alone  may  act  with 
impunity,  as  executioner  of  the 
sentences  of  death  promulgated 
against  the  people  of  the  Penin- 
sula. 

But  this  bright  prospect  of  the 
insufficiency  of  France  for  the 
task,  the  opinion  which  was  enter- 
tained 
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tained  by  so  many,  ignoraut  of  the 
true  state  of  Spain,  has  been  moarn- 
fully  negatived.  Let  us  hope  that 
future  revivals,  to  which  the  Spa* 
nish  tyrant  is  now  goading  his 
people,  may  not  be  far  distant,  and 
that  another  time  the  nation  will 
profit  by  their  present  lesson  of 
Bourbon  faith.  Portugal  has 
proved  herself  as  dead  to  liberty  as 
Spain. 

In  Germany  the  Holy  Alliance 
has  been  equally  indefatigable  in 
putting  down  the  cause  of  rational 
freedom  as  in  the  Peninsula.  The 
German  sovereigns  have  decreed 
the  suppression  of  a  Journal  pub- 
lished in  the  kingdom  of  Wirtem- 
burg,  and  forced  the  sovereign  of 
the  country  to  comply  with  their 
commands.  This  paper  is  the 
"  German  Obsercer^"  which  had 
dared,  in  a  country  independent  of 
them  by  right,  to  lean  towards  the 
principles  that  are  alone  worthy  of 
the  age,  and*  that  must  by  and  by 
be  successful ;  and  against  Switzer- 
land, also,  their  threats  have  ope- 
rated to  put  down  the  freedom  of 
the  press  there,  and  to  force  the 
Republic  to  exclude  from  its  terri- 
tory all  who  may  not  be  deemed 
proper  residents  by  the  great 
courts.  These  sacrifices  on  the 
part  of  the  Helvetic  government 
will  not  go  far  in  securing  its  inte- 
grity when  the  occupation  of  the 
country  by  the  armies  of  the  Alli- 
ed Powers  may  be  an  object  desi- 
rable for  the  purposes  of  ambition 
or  spoliation.  The  Swiss  have  no 
guarantee  for  real  independence 
beyond  the  nature  of  their  country, 
their  arms,  and  their  spirit  of  in- 
dependence ;  and,  ere  long,  they 
may  be  called  upon  to  make  use  of 
them. 

Italy  has  but  little  w^ght  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  except  as  a 


fair 'boon  for  others  to  fight  for; 
the  death  of  the  Pope,  which  a  few 
centuries  back  would  have  pro- 
duced so  much  agitation,  is  now 
scarcely  heard  beyond  the  limit  of 
his  own  shorn  dominions. 

The  King  of  Prussia  has  at 
length  bestowed  upon  his  subjects 
the  shadow  at  least  of  a  represen- 
tative government,  by  the  esta- 
blishment of  provincial  assemblies, 
to  be  formed  on  the  basis  of  landed 
property.  The  provincial  estates 
are  to  be  the  legal  organ  of  the 
various  subordinate  estates  of  each 
province.  The  king  will  cause  to 
be  sent  to  each  of  these  assemblies 
for  discussion,  those  projects  of 
laws  which  concern  that  particalar 
province.  So  long  as  no  general 
assembly  is  convened,  the  king 
will  also  send  to  the  provincial  as- 
semblies such  general  projects  of 
laws  as  relate  to  changes  in  taxa- 
tion, and  the  rights  of  persons  and 
property.  He  will  further  receive 
from  them  petitions  and  'remon- 
strances ;  and  will  leave  theoi  to 
decide  upon  the  commercial  afbirs 
of  their  respective  provinces,  sub- 
ject to  his  approbation.  It  will, 
however,  be  wholly  at  bb  irrespon- 
sible discretion  to  summon  the  e»« 
tates  general  when  he  shall  think 
it  necessary ;  and  should  this  sel- 
dom, or  never,  happen,  the  provin- 
cial assemblies  will  have  no  means 
of  intercourse,  unity,  or  eflfectual 
remonstrance.  Still,  though  the 
measure  is  thus,  and  in  other  ways 
very  imperfect,  we  hail  it  as  the 
beginning  of  a  better  system  than 
that  which  has  hitherto  prevailed. 
The  discussions  in  the  assemblies, 
though  they  will  be  perha|>s 
greatly  shackled  and  unduly  in- 
fluenced, must  gradually  work  new 
reformations,    and    enlighten  the 

minds  of  the  people. 
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The  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands 
presents  a  peaceful  and  hopeful 
scene.  Enjoy ing,  like  ourselves, 
the  blessings  of  a  limited  heredi- 
tary monarchy,  and  the  rights  of 
freedom  and  national  representa* 
tion,  secured  to  it  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  1814,  it  continues  to  ad- 
'vance  in  public  security  and 
prosperity.  The  king  opened  the 
two  chambers  with  a  speech,  con- 
gratulating them  on  the  friendly 
Noting  maintained  with  foreign 
states ;  the  increasing  happiness  of 
the  people ;  the  progress  of  educa- 
tion, both  among  the  rich  and  the 
poor ;  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
fine  arts ;  the  blessings  of  a  boun- 
tiful harvest ;  and  the  hopeful  con- 
dition of  the  public  finances. 


In  Germany  generally  there  is  an 
incipient  spirit  from  which  great 
things  may  be  looked  for. 
'  Russia,  ever  ambitious  and 
grasping,  put  forward  in  this  year 
extravagant  claims  of  maritime 
empire,  which  she  has  since  aban- 
doned ;  the  Greeks  are  successful 
and  will  be  free.  Turkey  is  on  the 
wane.  In  South  America,  liberty 
tod  empire  are  springing  up ;  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  Holy  Allies  to  ex- 
tend the  benefit  of  their  interfer- 
ence to  crush  them.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  have  work  very 
different  from  the  trifling  of  Spain. 
In  North  America  the  United 
States  appear  generally  prospe- 
rous. 
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The  three  Official  Notes  sent  hy  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia  to  ikeir 
respective  Ministers  at  Madrid,  preparatory  to  the  French  Invasion^ 


Despatch  from  the  Count  De  Nes^ 
selrode  to  the  Chargi  d^ Affaires 
of  Russia  at  Madrid,  dated  Ve* 
rona,  the  14M  <26/A)  N<yo.  1822. 

The  Sovereigns  and  the  Pleni- 
potentiaries assembled  at  Verona, 
in  the  firm  'intention  'of  consolida- 
ting more  and  more  the  peace 
which  Europe  enjoys,  and  to  pre- 
vent whatever  might  tend  to  com- 
promise that  state  of  general  tran- 
quillity, were  led,  from  the  first 
moment  of  their  assembling,  to 
direct  their  anxious  and  serious 
attention  towards  an  ancient  mo- 
narchy, which  had  been  agitated 
with  internal  commotions  during 
two  years,  and  which  could  not  but 
excite,  in  an  equal  degree,  the  so- 
licitude, the  interest,  and  the  ap- 
prehension of  other  Powers. 

When  in  the  month  of  March, 
1820,  some  perjured  soldiers  turn- 
ed their  arms  against  their  Sove- 
reign and  their  country,  to  impose 
upon  Spain  laws  which  the  public 
reason  of  Europe,  enlightened  by 
the  experience  of  all  ages,  stamped 
with  its  highest  disapprobation,  the 
Allied  Cabinets,  and  particularly 
that  of  St.  Petesburgb,  hastened 
to  point  out  the  calamities  that 
would  follow  in  the  train  of  insti- 
tutions which  consecrated  military 
revolt,  by  the  very  mode  of  their 
establishment. 

These  fears  were  but  too  soon 
and  too  thoroughly  justified.    They 


are  no  longer  theories  nor  princi- 
ples which  are  now  to  be  examined 
and  approved.  Facts  speak  aloud ; 
and  what  feeling  must  they  not 
inspire  in  every  Spaniard  who  yet 
cherishes  a  love  for  his  King  and 
country?  What  regret  must  be 
experienced  at  the  ascendancy  of 
the  men  who  have  brought  about 
the  Spanish  Revolution } 

At  the  moment  when  a  deplor- 
able success  crowned  their  enter- 
prise, the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
Monarchy  was  the  object  of  the 
Spanish  Government.  The  whole 
nation  participated  in  the  wishes 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty;  all 
Europe  had  offered  him  an  ami- 
cable intervention  to  restore  for 
him,  on  solid  bases,  the  authority 
of  the  mother  country  over  distant 
regions  which  formerly  constituted 
her  wealth  and  her  strength.  En- 
couraged, by  a  fatal  example,  to 
persevere  in  rebellion,  the  pro- 
vinces where  it  had  already  broken 
out  found  in  the  events  of  the 
menth  of  March  the  best  apology 
for  disobedience ;  and  those  which 
had  yet  remained  faithful  imme- 
diately separated  from  the  mother 
country,  justly  afraid  of  the  despo- 
tism which  was  about  to  oppress 
its  unfortunate  sovereign,  and  a 
people  whom,  rash  innovations  con- 
demned to  traverse  the  whole  range 
of  revolutionary  disasters. 

To    the    disorders   of  America 
were   soon    added  the  evils   that 
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are  inseparable  from  a  state  of 
things  where  the  conservative 
principle  of  social  order  had  been 
forgotten. 

Anarchy  appeared  in  the  train 
of  revolution ;  disorder  in  the  train 
of  anarchy.  Long  years  of  tran- 
quil possession  soon  ceased  to  be  a 
sufficient  title  to  property ;  the 
most  sacred  rights  were  soon  dis* 
puted ;  ruinous  loans,  and  contri« 
butions  unceasingly  renewed,  soon 
attacked  both  public  wealth  and 
the  fortunes  of  private  individuals. 
As  was  the  case  at  that  epoch,  the 
bare  recollection  of  which  makes 
Europe  shudder,  religion  was  de- 
spoiled of  her  patrimony ;  the 
throne,  of  popular  respect;  the 
royal  dignity  was  outraged  ;  and 
authority  was  transferred  to  assem- 
blies where  the  blind  passions  of 
the  multitude  seized  upon  the  reins 
of  government  Lastly,  and  to 
complete  the  parallel  with  those 
days  of  calamity  so  unhappily  re- 
produced in  Spain,  on  the  7Ui  of 
July  blood  was  seen  to  flow  in  the 
palace  of  the  King,  and  a  civil 
war  raged  throughout  the  Penin- 
sula. 

During  nearly  three  years,  the 
Allied  Powers  continued  to  flat- 
ter themselves  that  the  Spanish 
character — that  character  so  con« 
stant  and  so  generous  when  the 
safety  of  the  country  was  ia  ques* 
sion,  and  lately  so  heroic  when  it 
struggled  against  a  power  produced 
by  revolution — would  show  itself  at 
last,  even  in  the  men  who  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  betray  the  noble 
recollections  which  Spain  might 
proudly  recall  to  every  nation  in 
Europe.  They  flattered  them- 
selves that  the  Government  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  undeceived  by 
the  first  lessons  of  a  fatal  expe- 
rience, would  adopt    measures,  if 


not  to  stop  by  one  common  effort 
the  numeroas  calamities  which 
were  bursting  upon  them  from  all 
•idee,  at  least  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  a  remedial  system,  and 
to  secure  gradually  to  the  throne 
its  legitimate  rights  and  its  neces- 
sary prerogatives ;  also  to  give  to 
subjects  adequate  protection,  and 
to  property  indispensable  guaran- 
tees. But  those  hopes  have  been 
utterly  falsified.  The  lapse  of 
time  has  only  brought  with  it  fresh 
injustice;  violence  has  been  in- 
creased ;  the  number  of  victims 
has  frightfully  augmented;  and 
Spain  has  already  seen  more  than 
one  warrior,  and  more  than  one  faith* 
ful  citizen,  hurried  to  the  scaffold. 

It  is  thus  that  the  revolution  of 
the  9th  March  went  on,  day  by 
day,  hastening  the  ruin  of  the  Spa- 
nish Monarchy,  when  two  particii^ 
lar  events  occurred  which  excited 
the  most  serious  attention  of  Fo- 
reign Governments. 

In  the  midst  of  a  people  to  whom 
devotion  to  their  Kings  is  an  he-' 
reditary  sentiment — a  people  who 
for  six  successive  years  shed  the 
noblest  blood  to  recover  their  legi  - 
timate  Monarch  —  that  Monarch 
and  his  family  were  reduced  to  a 
state  of  notorious  and  almost  abso- 
lute captivity.  His  brothers,  com- 
pelled to  justify  themselves,  were 
daily -menaced  with  the  dungeon  or 
the  axe  ;  and  imperious  commands 
forbade  him,  with  his  dying  wife, 
to  quit  the  capital. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  imitation 
of  the  revolutions  of  Naples  and 
Piedmont,  which  the  Spanish  con- 
spirators constantly  represent  as 
their  own  work,  we  hear  them  an- 
nounce that  their  plans  of  subvert 
sion  have  no  limits.  In  a  neigh- 
bouring country  they  strove  with 
unremitting  perseverance  to  encou^ 
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rage  iumultfl  and  rebellioo.  In 
more  distant  states  they  laboured 
to  create  accomplices :  the  activity 
of  tbeir  proaelytism  was  every 
where  felt,  and  every  where  it 
produced  the  same  disasters. 

Such  conduct  would,  of  neces- 
sity, excite  general  reprobation. 
Those  Cabinets  which  sincerely 
desired  the  good  of  Spain,  inti* 
mated  during  two  years  tbeir  sen- 
timents, by  Uie  nature  of  the  rela- 
tions which  they  maintain  with 
its  government.  France  saw  her- 
self obliged  to  confide  to  an  army 
the  protection  of  her  frontiers ;  and 
probably  she  will  be  compelled 
also  to  confide  to  it  the  task  of 
putting  an  end  to  those  provoca* 
lions  which  have  rendered  it  neces- 
sary. Spain  herself  has  rebelled, 
in  some  parts,  against  a  system 
which  is  foreign  to  her  habits,  to 
her  known  loyalty,  and  to  her  en- 
tirely monarchical  traditions. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  £m- 
Iperor,  our  august  master,  has  de- 
termined to  take  a  step  which  can- 
not leave  to  the  Spanish  nation 
any  doubt  as  to  his  true  intentions 
nor  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  wishes 
he  entertains  in  her  behalf. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  dan- 
gers arising  from  vicinity,  which 
are  always  imminent,  those  which 
menace  the  Royal  Family,  and  the 
just  complaints  of  a  n^gbbouring 
state,  will  terminate  in  creating  be- 
tween him  and  Spain  the  most 
grave  embarrassments. 

It  is  this  painfiil  extremity  which 
his  Majesty  would  avoid,  if  pos- 
sible ;  but,  as  long  as  the  King  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  express  fireely 
his  will ;  as  long  as  a  deplorable 
order  of  things  facilitates  the  efforts 
of  the  artists  of  revolutions,  who 
are  united  by  one  common  bond 
with  those  of  the  other  countries  of 


Elurope,  to  trouble  its  repose, — is 
it  in  the  power  of  the  Emperor,  is 
it  in  the  power  of  any  Monarch, 
to  ameliorate  the  relations  of  the 
Spanish  Government  with  Foreign 
Powers  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  how  easy 
would  it  be  to  attain  this  essential 
end,  if  tbe  King  recovered,  with 
his  perfect  liberty,  the  means  of 
putting  an  end  to  civil  war,  of 
preventing  a  foreign  war,  and  of 
surrounding  himself  with  the  most 
enlightened  and  the  mo^t  faith- 
ful of  his  subjects,  in  order  to  give 
to  Spain  those  institutions  which 
her  wants  and  her  legitimate  wiehes 
require. 

Then,  free  and  tranquil,  she 
could  not  but  inspire  Europe  with 
the  security  which  she  would  her- 
self enjoy;  and  then,  too,  the 
Powers  which  now  protest  againef 
the  conduct  of  her  Government 
would  be  eager  to  renew  with  lier 
relations  tr»ly  amicable,  and  found- 
ed upon  mutual  good-will. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  Russia 
announced  these  grand  truths  to 
the  attention  of  Spaniards.  Never 
had  their  patriotism  higher  des- 
tinies'to  fulfil  than  at  this  mo- 
ment. What  glory  for  them  to 
conquer  revolution  a  second  time, 
and  to  prove  that  it  can  never  ex- 
ercise dominion  in  a  country  where 
ancient  virtues,  an  indelible  attach- 
ment to  prmciples  which  guarantee 
the  duration  of  society,  and  respect 
for  a  holy  religion,  will  always 
triumph  over  anarchical  doctrines, 
and  the  artifices  employed  to  ex- 
tend their  fatal  influence.  Already 
one  portion  of  the  nation  has  de- 
clared itself.  It  only  remains  for 
the  other  portion  to  unite  instantly 
with  their  King,  to  deliver  Spain 
— to  save  it — to  assign  it,  in  the 
great  European  family,    a    place 

so 
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flo  mucb  the  more  honourable^  be* 
erase  it  would  be  snatched,  as  in 
1814,  from  the  dtsastroas  triumph 
of  military  usarpation. 

In  directing  yoa^  M.  le  Coratei 
to  commumcate  to  tiie  Ministers 
of  his  Most  Catholic  Majesty,  the 
sentiments  developed  in  this  deS« 
patch,  his  Majesty  is  willing  to 
believe,  that  neither  his  intentions, 
nor  those  of  his  allies,  will  be  misr 
interpreted.  In  vain  will  male- 
volence endeavour  to  represent 
them  in  the  light  of  foreign  inter- 
ference, which  seeks  to  dictate  laws 
to  Spain. 

To  express  the  desire  of-  seeing 
&  protracted  misery  terminate,  to 
snatch  from  th^  same  yoke  an  un- 
bappjs  Monarch  and  one  the  first 
-among  European  nations,  to  stop 
the  efi'usion  of  blood,  and  to  faci- 
•  litate  the  re-establishment  of  an 
order  of  things  at  once  wise  and 
national,  is  certainly  not  attacking 
the  independence  of  a  country,  nor 
establishing  a  right  of  intervention 
against  which  any  power  whatever 
jWDold  have  reason  to  protest.  If 
his  Imperial  Majesty  had  other 
-views,  it  would  rest  with  him  and 
his  Allies  to  let  the  Spanish  revo- 
lution complete  its  work.  Very 
soon,  every  germ  of  prosperity, 
of  wealth,  and  of  power,  would  be 
destroyed  in  the  Peniusula ;  and  if 
.the  Spanish  iiation  can  supppse 
.these  bnatiladesigus  to  be  entertain- 
ed, they  should  look  for  the  proof 
of  their  existence  in  the  indifierence 
and  the  inaction  of  the  Allies. 

The  reply  that  will  be  made  to 
the  present  declaration  must  de- 
cide questions  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  Your  instructions 
from  this  day  will  point  out  the 
detarmination  that  you^^re  to  make, 
if  the  disposition!  of  the  public  au- 
thority at  Madrid  reject  Uie  means 


which  are  offered  for  securing  to 
Spain  a  future  tranquillity,  and  an 
imperishable  glory. 

Deipatcho/M,  the  Prince  de  Met^ 
temkhy  to  the  Chargi  iAffairtu 
ofAiutria  at  Madrid^  dated  Ve* 
rova.Dec.  14M,  1S22« 
The  situation  in  which  the  Spa* 
nish  monarchy  finds  itself,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  events  which  have 
transpired    in    that  State   during 
the  last  two  years,  was  an  object 
of  too  paramount  importance  not 
to  have  seriously  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  Cabinets  assembled 
at  Verona.     The    Emperor,  our 
august  master,   has  desired  that 
you  should  be  informed  of  the  view 
which  he  takes  of  this  momontous 
question ;  and  it  is  to  fulfil  his.  de- 
sire that  I  address  to  you  the  pre- 
sent despatch. 

The  revolution  of  Spain  was 
judged  for  us  from  its  origin.  Con- 
formably to  eternal  decrees,  good 
can  never,  arise  to  States,  anj 
more,  than  to  individuals,  from  a 
disregard  of  the  first  duties  imposed 
upon  man  in  social  order:  tht 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
subjects  should  not  be  conunenced 
by  criminal  illusions,  by  perverting 
opinion,  and  by  misleading  the 
conscience;  and  military  revolt 
can  never  form  the  basis  o{  a 
happy  and  durable  governmant. 

The  revolution  of  Spain,  consi- 
dered solely  in  regard  to  the  de- 
structive influence  which  it  ,has 
exercised  over  the  kingdom  which 
has  experienced  it,  would  be  an 
event  worthy  the  undivided  atten- 
tion and  interest  of  foreign  sove- 
reigns, for  the  prosperity  or  the 
ruin  of  one  of  the  most  interesting 
States  of  Europe  cannot  be  in  their 
oyt9  an  iadifferant  alternative ;  ofily 
the  enemies  of  Spain,  if  possibly 
t  F  she 
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tht  h»«a  any,  could  be  capable  «yf 
ivgarding,  sniiiov^d,  tbe  convul- 
sions which  prey  upon  her.  A  just 
repugnance,  however,  to  meddle 
with  the  internal  afifairs  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  would  perhapa  in- 
ilutnce  these  Sovereigns  not  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  situation  of  Spain,  if 
An  evil  operated  by  her  revolution 
was  concentrated,  or  could  be  ooo- 
oentrated,  within  her  territorial 
Umits.  But  this  is  not  the  case  : 
this,  revolution,  even  before  it  ar« 
rived  at  ttiatunty,  had  been  the 
cause  of  great'  disasters  ia  other 
Slatea;  it  was  this  revolution 
which^  by  tbe  eootagion  of  its 
principles  and  of  its  example^  and 
by  Che  intrigues  of  its  principal 
partisans,  created  tbe  Revolutions 
of  Naples  and  Piedmont;  it  was 
tbis  revc^ntion  which  woidd  have 
excited  insurrections  throughout 
Italy,  menaced  France,  and  com* 
prumised  Germany,  but  for  tbe 
intervention  of  tbe  powers  which ' 
preserved  Europe  f^m  this  new 
conflagration.  Every  where  tbe 
deetmctive  means  employed  in 
Spain,  to  prepare  and  consommate 
the  revolution,  have  served  as  a 
model  to  those  who  flattered  them* 
aelves  that  they  were  paving  the 
way  to  new  conquests.  Every 
where  the  Spanish  Constitution 
has  beoome  the  rallying  point  and 
the  war-whoop  of  a  ^tion,  com* 
blned  alike  against  the  security  of 
tbroMS  and  the  repose  of  subjects. 
The  dangerous  impulse  which 
tbe  Spanish  revolution  had  given 
to  the  whole  South  of  Europe^ 
placed  Austria  under  the  painful 
necessit^f  of  having  recowrse  to 
measures  wUeh  ill  accorded  with 
the  pacific  couree  which  she  would 
desire  invariably  to  punue.  She 
has  wttoessed  a  poition  ol  her  do« 


minions  surrounded,  by  tedUtioB, 
fettered  by  incendiary  plotSy  and 
on  the  very  eve  of  being  at- 
tacked by  conspirators,  whose  first 
efforts  were  directed  against  the 
frontiere.  It  was  only  by  great 
efforts  and  great  sacrifices  that 
Austria  succeeded  in  re-establish- 
ing tranquillity  in  Italy,  and  in  de- 
feating projects,  the  succesa  of 
which  would  have  been  any  thing 
but  indifferent  as  to  the  &te  of  her 
own  provinces.  Besides,  in  the 
questions  relative  to  Spain,  hii 
Imperial  Majesty  cannot  do  other- 
wise than  support  the  same  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  always  so  de- 
cidedly manifested.  Even  in  the 
absence  of  any  direct  danger  to  the 
people  confided  to  his  caie,  the 
Emperor  will  never  hesitate  to  dis- 
avow and  reprove  what  he  thinks 
fiJse  and  culpable,  in  regard  to  the 
general  interests  of  homan  socie^. 
Faithful  to  tbe  system  of  preservnp 
tion  and  peace,  for  the  maintenasice 
of  which  he  has  contracted  invicH 
lable  engagements  with  his  august 
Allies,  his  Majesty  will  never 
cease  to  consider  disorder  and  snb- 
versions,  whatever  portion  of  En- 
rope  may  be  the  victim  of  them, 
as  an  object  of  deep  soHcitnde  fisr 
all  goverameuts;  and  whenever 
the  Emperor  can  make  his  views 
manifest  amid  the  tumult  of  these 
deplorable  crises,  he  shall  think 
that  he  has  fulfilled  a  d«^  with 
which  no  consideration  can  induce 
him  to  dispense.  It  would  be 
difBcult  for  me  to  believe»  M.  le 
Comte,  that  the  declared  judgment 
of  his  Imperial  Mijesty  oq  the 
events  which  are  passing  in  Spaia 
can  be  misundsntood  or  misinter- 
preted-in  that  country.  Ho  object 
of  private  intereet  no  conflict  of 
reciprocal    pretension  — •  vo    senti* 
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Dt  Af  mittnist  or  jealottty/  can 
iMpm  to  oarCobiAet  an  idM  in 
oppoiition  to  the  welfare  of  Spain. 

The  HoQse  of  Austria  hae  only 
ie  tarn  to  the  aonals  of  its  awn 
faiitory  to  find  the  most  powerful 
neotivee  of  attachment,  regard, 
and  i^eod-ivill  towards  a  natton 
which  raay  with  just  pride  recall 
tliose  centnries  of  glorious  memory 
Ml  which  her  sun  of  grandeur  never 
Mt^^towards  a  natioB  whioh,  pow* 
effol  in  respectable  institutiotiSf 
beraditary  virtues,  religious  senti* 
BMiits,  and  in  love  to  her  Kinge, 
has  rendered  herself  illnstrious  in 
«very  age  by  a  patriotism  always 
loyal^  always  generous,  and  very 
eften  heroic.  During  a  period  still 
f«oent»  this  nation  astonished  the 
world  by  the  courage,  devotien, 
and  perseverance,  which  she  op- 
peaed  to  the  ambitious  usurper  who 
attdeavoured  to  deprive  her  of  her 
Monarch  and  her  laws ;  and  A  us* 
tria  will  never  forget  bow  usefol 
was  the  noble  rseistance  of  the 
Spanish  nation  at  a  time  of  great 
danger  for  herself. 

It  is  net  te»  Spain,  ettlier  as  a 
nation  or  as  a  power,  that  can  be 
flfjpKed  the  severe  language  which 
is  dktsiled  to  his  Imperial  Ma* 
jesty  by  his  c(tnscience  and  his 
Uyve  of  truth :  it  applies  only  to 
tboae  who  have  nmied  and  disfi* 
gured,  and  who  persist  in  prolong- 
ing hef  suffering. 

On  meeting  his  august  Allies 
at  Votona,  his  iMajesty  the  £m- 
pot«r  has  bad  the  happiness  iigiun 
t*€nd  in  their  eoonsels  the  same 
tutelary  and  disinterested  disposi- 
tione  which  have  constantly  gaidod 
hie  6wnv  The  tono  of  the  des- 
patches which  will  be  addressed 
to  Madrid  will  voach  tor  this  fact, 
and  will  \mw  no  dsnbt  of  the  siith 
cereanxiety  of  Ifae  Powers  lo  serve 


the  cause  of  Spain,  by  demonstrating 
to  her  the  necessity  of  punutng  a 
dtfferent  course.  It  is  certain  that 
the  grievances  which  oppress  her 
have  lately  augmented  in  fearful 
progression.  The  most  rigorous 
measures,  the  most  hazardous  ex- 
pedients, can  no  longer  give  au- 
thority to  her  administration.  Civil 
war  rages  in  several  of  her  pro- 
vinces; her  relations  with  the 
greatest  portion  of  Europe  are  d^ 
ranged  or  suspended ;  and  her  re* 
lations  with  France  have  even 
assamed  so  problematical  a  eha* 
racter,  as  to  justify  serious  dis*> 
quietude  reepecting  the  conse* 
qnences  which  may  thence  result. 

Would  not  such  a  state  of  things 
justify  the  most  &tal  forebodings  ? 

Every  Spaniard,  who  knows 
the  real  stats  of  his  country,  ought 
tofeelUiat,  in  order  to  burst  the 
fetters  which  now  bind  the  Mo* 
narch  and  his  sulgects,  Spain 
must  terminate  that  state  of  aepa*- 
ration  which  has  been  the  result  of 
late  events.  The  relations  of  con« 
fidenos  and  stnoerity  nmst  be  re- 
established between  her  and  tha 
other  governments,  relations  which, 
by  guaranteeing  on  the  one  band 
her  firm  intention  to  associate  her* 
sdf  in  the  common  cause  of  the 
European-  monarch,  may,  on  the . 
other  band,  furnish  the  means  of 
estimating  her  real  will,  and  of 
rejecting  every  thing  calculated  to 
pervert  and  restrain  it.  But  to 
attain  this  end,  it  is  especially  iif- 
dispensabla  that  her  King  should  . 
be  free,  not  only  as  regards  that 
perronal  liberty  which  every  indi^  . 
vidual  may  claint  under  the  feign 
of  the  laws,  but  that  bbvty  which 
a  soverei^  ought  to  anjoy  in  order 
to  discharge  his  high  vocation. 
The  King  of  Spain  will  be  fme 
from  the  moment  that  he  shall . 
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have  the  power  of.  patting  an  end 
to  the  evilB  which  afiflict  his  sub- 
jects, of  restoring  order  and  peace 
in  his  kingdom,  of  surrounding 
himself  with  men  equally  worthy 
of  his  confidence  by  their  princi- 
ples and  talents;  and,  finally,  of 
substituting  for  a  regime  acknow- 
ledged to  be  impracticable  even 
by  those  whose  egotism  or  pride 
still  attaches  to  it,  an  order  of 
things  in  which  the  rights  of  the 
monarch  shall  be  happUy  blended 
with  the  real  interests  and  legiti- 
mate views  ^  of  all  classes  of  the 
nation.  When  this  moment  shall 
arrive,  Spain^  wearied  by  long 
sufierings,  may  flatter  herself  with 
re-entering  into  full  possession  of 
the  advantages  which  Heaven  has 
allotted  her,  and. which  the  noble 
character  of  her  inhabitants  in- 
sures ti>  her ;  then  will  she  be  re* 
stored  to  those  relations  which 
unite  her  to  all  the  European  Pow- 
ers; and  his  Imperial  Majesty  will 
congratulate  himself  upon  having 
nothing  left  to  offer  her  but  the 
wishes  which  he  entertains  for  her 
prosperity,  and  all  the  good  ser- 
vices which  he  may  have  it  in  his 
power  to  render  .to  an  ancient  friend 
and  ally. 

You  will,  M.  le  Comte,  make 
of  this  despatch  a  use  the  most  ap- 
propriate to  the  circumstances  in 
which  you  may  find  yourself  on 
receiving  it.  You  are  authorized 
to  read  it  to  the  Minister  of  Fo- 
.  reign  Afilnirs,  as  well  as  to  give 
him  a  copy  should  he  ask  it. 

Dttpatch  from  the  Count  de  BemS" 
t^  to  the  Prussian  Charge 
(fAf aires  at  Madrid,  dated  rr- 
^rona,  November  ftt^  1822. 
Sir, — Among  the  objects  which 
fix  the  attention  and  demand  the 
anxious  solicitude  of  the  Sovereigns 


and  Cabinets  assembled  at  Veroaat 
the  situation  of  Spain,  and  its  re- 
lations with  the  rtfst  of  Europe, 
have  occupied  the  first  place. 

You  know  the  interest  which  the 
King,  our  august  master,  has 
never  ceased  to  take  in  his  Ca» 
tholic  Majesty,  and  in  the  Spanish 
nation. 

This  nation,  so  distinguished  by 
the  loyalty  and  energy  of  its  cha- 
racter, illustrious  from  so  many 
ages  of  glory  and  virtue,  and  al- 
ways so  celebrated  for  the  noUe 
devotion  and  heroic  persevenuice 
which  made  it  triumph  over  the 
i^bttious  and  despotic  designs  of 
the  usurper  of  the  French  throne, 
possesses  claims  too  venerable  and 
too  solid  to  the  interest  and  regavd 
of  all  Europe,  to  permit  that  its 
Sovereigns  can  view  with  indiffer- 
ence the  miseries  that  actually  op- 
press it,  and  those  with  which  it  is 
menaced. 

An  event  the  most  deplorable 
has  subverted  the  ancient  basis  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  compro- 
mised the  character  of  the  nation, 
and  attacked  and  poisoned  public 
prosperity  in  its  very  sources. 

A  revolution,  which  sprang  firom 
military  revolt,  has  suddenly  bro- 
ken all  the  bonds  of  doty,  over- 
thrown all  legitimate  or<der»  and 
dissolved  the  elements  of  the  social 
edifice,  which  cannot  Mi  without 
covering  the  whole  country  with 
its.  ruins. 

It  was  thought  possible  to  re* 
place  this  edifice,  by  extorting  from 
a  Sovereign  already  despoiled  of  all 
real  authority  and  of  all  free  will, 
the  re-estabUshment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  tlie  Cortes  of  the  year 
1812,  which,  confounding  all  ele- 
ments iMid  all  power,  and  assum- 
ing only  the  single  principle  of  a 
pet'iuanent  and  .  legal  opposiiioo 
against 
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t  Um  goveramenti  necetfianly 
dc8troy«d  that  ceotral  vad  tutelary 
•nthority  which  constitutes  the  es* 
•enoe  of  the  monarchical  system. 

I'he  consequences  have  fully 
made  known  to  the  Spanish  nation 
what  are  the  fruits  of  so  fatal  an 
entir* 

The  revolution, — that  is  to  say, 
the  letting  loose  of  every  passion 
against  the  ancient  order  of  thiog»— 
£u*  from  being  stopped,  checked, 
or  modified,  has  developed  itself 
in  a  manner  at  once  rapid  and  terri- 
fying. The  government,  powerful 
and  paralysed,  had  no  longer  the 
means  of  either  doing  good  or  pre- 
venting evil.  All  its  powers  were 
found  concentrated,  accumulated, 
and  confounded,  in  one  single  aa- 
semhly  ;  this  assembly  presented 
oaly  a  conflict  of  opinions  and  views, 
of  interests  and  of  passions,  in  the 
midst  of  which  propositions  and 
resolutions  of  the  most  heteroge- 
neous kind  were  constantly  pro- 
duced, resisted,  oi  neutralised.  The 
ascendancy  of  the  fatsi  doctrines  of 
a  disorganised  philosophy  could 
not  but  augment  the  general  delu-  . 
sion,  until  at  last,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expected,  every  notion  of 
sound  policy  was  abandoned  for 
vain  theories,  and  every  sentiment 
of  justice  and  moderation  sacrificed 
to  the  dreams  of  fallacious  liberty. 
From  that  moment,  iosututions, 
established  under  the  pretence  of 
offering  securities  against  the  abuae 
of  authority,  became  merely  the 
ioetmments  of  injustice  and  vio- 
lence, and  tlie  means  of  covering 
thb  tyrannical  system  with  an  ap- 
pearance of  legality. 

Without  the  slightest  hesitation, 
the  moet  venerable  and  sacred 
rights  were  abolished;  lawful  pro- 
perty waa  violated)  aad  the  Church 
was  stripped  of  its  dignity,  its  pre- 


rogatives, and  its  possessions.  It 
may  be  thought  that  a  despotic 
power,  exercised  by  a  faction  only 
to  the  injury  of  the  country,  would 
soon  have  fallen  to  pieces,  if  delu* 
sive  declamations  from  the  tribune, 
ferocious  outcries  from  the  clubs, 
and  the  licentiousness  of  the  press, 
had  not  kept  down  public  opinion, 
and  stifled  the  voice  of  that  sound 
and  reasonable  part  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  which  Europe  was  well- 
aware  formed  an  immense  majo- 
rity. But  the  measure  of  injustice 
was  filled,  and  the  patience  of 
faithful  Spaniards  appeared  at^ 
length  to  be  exhausted.  On  all 
sidn  discontent  burst  forth,  and 
whole  provinces  became  the  preyt 
of  civil  war. 

In  the  midst  of  this  dreadful  agi-' 
tation,  the  sovereign  of  the  oouiv* 
try  was  seen  reduced  to  an  abso-^ 
lately  powerless  state,  deprived  of 
all  liberty  of  action  and  of  will,  & 
prisoner  in  hid  capital,  separated 
from  all  his  faithful  servants  who 
still  remained  attached  to  him, 
loaded  with  insults  and  contumely^ 
and  exposed,  from  day  to  day,  to 
attempts  which,  if  the  faction  did  not 
provoke  them,  at  least  they  had 
retained  no  means  of  preventing. 

You,  Sir,  who  havewitnmsed 
the  origin,  the  progress,  and  the 
consequences  of  the  revolution  of 
the  year  \SiO,  can  testify  that 
thei'e  is  nothing  exaggerated  in  the 
picture  of  it  which  I  have  thus  ra- 
pidly traced.  Things  have  nowf 
reached  that  crisis,  that  the  Sove- 
reigns assembled  at  Verona  at 
length  feel  themselves  compelled 
to  inquire  what  are  now,  and  what 
will  hereafter  be,  the  nature  of 
their  relations  with  Spain. 

It  might  have  been  hoped,  that 

the  dreadful  calamity  with  which 

Spain  was  attacked  would  have  ex-: 
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perieoced  cHms  of  «  nuture  chIcq^ 
l«te4  to  bring  back  that  ancient 
ftionerchy  to  an  order  of  thiogc 
eonipatible  with  its  own  welfare, 
and  with  relation*  of  friendship  and 
confidencie  between  itaelf  and  the 
other  states  of  Eorope*  But  this 
hope  has  been  hitherto  frustrated. 
The  moral  state  of  Spain  is  at  the 
present  moment  Mich,  that  her  re* 
ktions  with  Foreign  Powers  u«st 
necessarily  be  doabtfiil  and  uncer- 
taiD.  Doctrines  snbversive  of  all 
social  order  are  openly  preached 
and  protected.  Insnlts,  directed 
against  the  pnncipal  Sovereigns  of 
Europe,  fill  with  impunity  the  pub« 
lie  joamals.  The  revolutionists 
of  Spain  disperse  their  emissa- 
rieSy  in  order  to  associate  wi^ 
themeeWes,  in  their  pernicious  la- 
bours, whatever  conspirators  may 
be  found  in  foreign  countries 
against  poUic  order  and  legitimate 
authority. 

The  inevitable  effect  of  so  many 
disorders  has  particularly  matii- 
fissted  itself  in  the  change  of  rela- 
tioDs  between  Spain  and  Franoe. 
The  irritation  which  has  resulted 
is  ol  a  nature  calculated  to  create 
the  most  just  apprehensions  as  to 
the  maintenance  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries.  This  circum- 
stance alone  would  be  sufficient  to 
determine  the  assembled  Sovereigns 
to  break  silence  upon  a  state  of 
Mng9  which  eveiy  day  threatens 
to  compromise  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe. 

Is  the  Spanish  Govemraeut  will* 
itig,.  or  is  it  able»  to  apply  a  re^ 
medyto  evib  so  palpable  and  so 
netorious?  Will  it,  and  can  it, 
prevent  or  repress  the  hostile  cea* 
sequences  and  the  insulting  prove* 
cMMins  which  arise  with  regard  to 
foreign  govemmentSylrom  the  posi* 
tieii  in  which  the  revolution  hi^ 


placed  it,  and  -finom  the   syalm 
wbich.it  Ims  established? 

We  conceive  that  nothing  earn 
be  more  contrary  to  the  inteflttoas 
of  his  most  CathoUe  Majes^,  than 
to  see  himself  placed  in  a  situatioo 
so  extremely  painful  with  respeet 
to  Foreign  Sovereigns  ;  but  it  is  pre* 
cisely  because  this  Monarch,  who 
IS  the  only  authentic  and  legitimate 
organ  of  communication  between 
Spain  and  the  other  Powers  of  En- 
rope,  finds  himself  depiived  of  Ins 
liberty,  and  restrained  in  his  will, 
that  thpse  Powers  consider  their 
relatioas  with  Spain  to  he  compro« 
mised  and  deranged. 

It  is  not  for  Foreign  Courts  te 
judge  what  institutions  would  haiw 
monize  best  with  the  character, 
the  manners,  and  the  real  wants 
of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  bat  it  does 
indubitably  belong  to  them  to 
judge  of  thQ  consequences  which 
experiments  of  this  kind  ptoduee 
with  regard  to  themselves,  and  to 
regulate  by  those  consequeacee 
their  future  determiaatioM,  aad 
their  future  positions,  with  regard 
to  Spain*  Now,  the  King,  our 
master,  is  of  opinion,  that  in  order 
to  preserve,  and  re^establisb  on 
solid  foundation,  his  relations  with 
Foreign  Powers,  the  Spanish  Go- 
vernment cannot  do  less  than  give 
to  these  last  unequivocal  proofo 
of  the  Kberty  of  his  Catholic  Ma<« 
jesty,  and  ati  adequate  goarantae 
of  its  disposition,  and  of  its  abiiity 
to  remove  the  causes  of  our  regret 
and  of  our  too  just  ioquietode  re- 
speoting  it. 

The  King  orders  yon,  Sir,  aoC 
to  conceal  this  opinion  from  the 
Spanish  Minister,  to  read  te  bim 
this  despatch,  to  leave  a* copy  of  it 
in  his  hands,  and  to  request  hiaata 
explain  hintaslf  frankly  and  eleariy. 
upoft  the  points  to  which  it  nfeiav 
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H^  io  ike  Nidt  of  ike  Fratck 
Minuter. 

UiMler  this  date  I  communicate 
Ibe  Sollowing,  by  Royal  order^  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Ma* 
jesty  io  Paris  :— *•  The  Govern- 
ment of  his  Caiholic  Mc^esty  has 
just  raceived  a  note  transmitted  by 
that  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma^ 
jesty  to  its  Mioister  Plenipoten- 
tiary in  this  courts  an  official  copy 
ef  which  docament  is  directed  to 
yoar  Excellency  for  your  necee* 
sary  information. 

*^  The  Government  of  his  Catho* 
lie  Majesty  has  few  observations  to 
make  on  the  said  note.  But  in  or- 
der that  your  Excellency  may  not 
feel  any  embarrassment  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  which  you  ought  to 
observe  under  these  circumstances, 
it  becomes  it  to  manifest  frankly 
its  sentiments  and  resolutions. 
•  **  The  Government  was  never 
without  the  conviction  that  the  in- 
stitutions adoptsd  freely  and  spon- 
taneously by  Spain  would  give  rise 
to  jealousies  in  many  of  the  Cabi- 
nets of  Europe,  and  would  become 
the  object  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Congress  of  Verona.  But, 
secure  in  iu  principles,  and  firm  in 
the  resolution  to  defend  at  every 
expense  its  present  political  sys- 
tem, and  the  national  independence, 
it  qoirtiy  awaiud  the  result  of 
those  conferences. 

*'  Spain  is  governed  by  a  Con- 
stitntion  promulgated,  accepted, 
and  sworn  in  the  year  1812,  and 
acknowledged  by  the  Powers  wbicb 
were  assembled  in  the  Congress  of 
Verona.  Perfidious  counsellors 
wonld  have  persuaded  his  Catholic 
Mi^ty  D.  Fernando  VIL  not  to 
ha¥e  awora  on  his  return  to  that 
fundamental  code  which  the  whole 
nation  desired,  and  which  was  de* 
stN^yed  by  force,  without  any  re- 


monstrance  en  the  part  of  the 
Powers  which  had  recognised  it» 
But  six  years'  experience,  and  the 
general  wisb»  induced  him  to  idenr 
tify  himself,  in  1820,  with  the  de^ 
sires  of  the  Spanish  people. 

"  It  was  not  a  mililary  insure 
rection  which  gave  rise  to  this  new 
order  of  things  in  the  commeno^ 
ment  of  the  year  1820.  The  brave 
OMu  who  declared  themselves  in  the 
island  of  Leon»  and  successiyely  in 
the  rest  of  the  provinces^  were  only 
the  organ  of  the  general  opinioa 
and  wish. 

''  It  was  natural  that  this  order 
of  things  should  prodooe  discon^ 
tenu :  that  is  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  every  reform  which  aims 
at  a  correction  of  abuses.  Indi*? 
viduals  are  always  to  be  found  in 
every  nation  and  in  every  state* 
who  can  never  submit  themselves 
to  the  empire  of  reason  and  jus- 
tice. 

'*  The  Army  of  Observation 
which  the  French  Government 
maintains  in  the  Pyrenees  is  not 
calculated  to  quiet  the  disorders 
with  which  Spain  is  afflicted.  Ex- 
perience has  proved,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  this  Sanatory  Cordon, 
which  afterwards  assumed  the 
title  of  Army  of  Observation^ 
has.  only  served  to  nourish  the. 
wild  hopes  of  the  deluded  fan^UcH 
who  raised  the  cry  of  rebellion,  in 
several  of  the  provinces,  by  giving: 
them  a  pretext  for  cherishing  the 
idea  of  an  approaching  invasion  of 
ourterritoryt 

*'  As  tlte  principles,  the  view|,. 
or  the  fears,  which  have  iofiuenced 
the  conduct  of  the  Cabinets  assepo*. 
bled  at  the  Congress  of  Verona,' 
cannot  serve  as  a  rule  for  that  of 
Spain,  the  latter  abstains,  for  the 
prSsent,  from  replying  to  that  part 
of  the  instructions  of  the  Comte 
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de  Lagarde,  which  relatet  to* the 
•aid  Congress. 

*^  The  days  of  ealm  and  tran- 
qutlUty  whieli  th«  Goverameht  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  wishes 
to  the  Spanish  nation,  are  not  less 
anxiously  desired  by  herself  and 
barGevernmeat.  Both  being  per- 
taaded  that  the  remedy  of  Ihetr 
laislwtnnes  can  only  be  the  work 
4>f  time  and  perseverance,  they 
make,  as  it  is  their  duty  to  do, 
every  effort  toaceelerate  such  useful 
and  salutary  effects. 

*'  The  Spanish  Government 
jiiatly  appreciates  die  ofiers  made 
by  that  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty to  contribute  towards  its  hap- 
piness as  far  as  lies  in  its  power ; 
bat  ie  persuaded  that  the  measures 
and  precautions-  which  the  latter 
has  adopted  can  produce  only  con- 
trary results. 

*'  The  assistance  which  it  is  now 
incumbent  on  the  French  Govern* 
ment  to  give  to  that  of  Spain  is 
purely  negative.  The  disbanding 
its  army  of  the  Pyrenees— the  re- 
straining the  factious  enemies  of 
Spain,  and  the  refugees  in  France 
— and  a  oaarked  and  decided  ani* 
madversioo  on  those  who  take 
pleasure  in  hlackening,'^in  the  most 
atrocious  manner,  the  Government 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  as  well  as 
tba  institutions  of  Spain  and  her 
Cortes,  is  what  ike  law  of  nations* 
m  respected  by  all  civihzed  coon- 
tries»  requires. 

"  For  France  Ur  say  that  she 
wishes  the  welfare  and  tranquillity 
of  Spain,  while  she  constantly 
keeps  lighted  up  the  brands  of  dis- 
cord, which  give  aliment  to  the 
principal  evils  with  which  she  is 
afl9ieted,  is  to  plunge  into  an  abyss 
of  contradictions. 

»'  Moreover,  whatever  may  be 


tbe'dtterminatidfi'<wifich  ^e  Go^ 
verumetit  oi  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  may  deem  advisable  to 
take  in  this  cOnjooctare,  that  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  will  con- 
tinue traoqait  in  the  path  pointed 
out  by  its  dfaty,  the  juslness  of  its 
cmise,  the  (fharacter  of  comtaney 
and  of  firm  attachment  to  eonst^ 
tational  principles,  which'  eminently . 
divtitjguish  the  nation  at  the  head 
of  which  it  is  plaoed  ;  and  withoat 
now  entering  into  an  analysis  of 
the  hypothetical  and  ambiguous 
expressions  of  the  instraetbns  Crane- 
mitted  to  the  Count  de  Lagarde,  it> 
concludes  by  observing  that  the 
repose  and  prosperity  of  the  na-» 
tion,  as  well  as  every  thing  that 
may  augment  the  elements  of 
its  prosperity,  can  interest  no 
Power 'more  warmly  than  Spain 
herself. 

^'  Constant  attachment  to  the 
Constitution  of  1812,  peace  with" 
all  nations,  and  the  denial  of  the 
right  of  intervention  in  her  afiaire 
on  the  part  of  any  Power,  form  the 
national  motto  and  nile  of  conduct, 
as  well  for  the  present  as  for  all 
future  times^ 

.  '*  Your  Excellency  is  autbo* 
rized  to  read  this  note  to  the-  Mi* 
nister  of  Foreign  AfiiEura,  and  to 
give  htm  a  copy  if  he  reqoest  it. 
Your  judgment  and  yourpradence 
will  suggest  to  you  the  conduct, 
finn  and  worthy  of  Spain,  which 
ought  to  be  pursued  on  this  occa- 
sion, 

**  This  I  have  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  your  ExoeHency 
by  order  of  his  Majesty;  and  f 
take  this  opportunity  of  renewing' 
the  assurances  of  my  distinguished^ 
consaderatkm,  and^of  praying  that 
God  may  preserve  your  life  many 
years. 

"Your 
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and  eofistant  anrv^m  kisMi  ycinr 


.*'  Ltabis'^o  San-  Mioubl. 

"  The  Palaxre,  Jan.  9, 19%S\ 
*  To  the  Ministar  of  France/' 

Tke  notes  of  the  Gabinete  »of 
AU8tma»  Frvsaia,  and  Ruasia  wer« 
than  read. 

The  roading  being  concluded, 
thfl^  Secretary  of  State  rose  and 
said : — 

''His  Majesty's  Government  is 
off  opinion,  that  it  would  neither  be 
aeaeonable^  just»  nor  decorous,  to 
make  any  reply  ta»  these  notes, 
since  tbey  are  full  of  invectives  and 
calnmnies  and  malign  suspicions, 
not  strictly  directed  against  the 
whole  nation,  but  against  those 
who  govern  it,  and  against  the 
individuals  who  accomplished  the 
revolution. 

Several  Deputies  here  inter- 
rapted  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
exclaiming — "All!  All!  they  are 
directed  against  all  the  nation." 

Senor  San  Miguel  continued — 
".  These  invectives  are  pointed 
against  all,  but  more  particularly 
against  those  who  govern  the  na- 
tion, and  those  who  brought  about 
the  revolution  and  are  its  support. 
On  the  view  of  those  notes  it  has 
appeared  to  bis  Majesty's  GoTern- 
menty  that,  reserving  the  right  of 
laaking  manifest  its  principles  and 
the  justice  of  its  cause  by  means 
of  a  frank  exposition  of  the  history 
of  our  revolution,  it  is  fit  firmly  to 
deelare,  that  it  in  no  manner  re- 
cognises either  a  right  of  interven- 
tion or  necessity  for  any  foreign 
Cabinet  to  meddle  in  its  affairs. 
I  aball  now  have  the  honour  to 
read  the  note  which  is  to  serve 
for  the  answer  to  the  three  Cabi- 
nets.'* 


Note  tnmsmkted  to   tke  Cktttgk 

^Affaxru  at  tke  €Umrt9  *&f 
'    FieitiMv  Benliii,  und  Psttrskirgk, 

*'  Under  ibis  date  I  c0mmittii»^ 
oate  to  the  Cb«rg6  d'Affaii^s  of 
his  Majesty  at  the  Court  6f  ^-^i^^ 
by  royal  onier, '  the  foUbwing  :-^  ' 

^*  The>  Goveinmenl  of  ki»'  Ma<2 
jeety  has  reocived  codiiriankatlotl 

of-  anote  from to  its  CkitTflk 

d'AfikireS  at  this  Court,  a  tmpf 
of  which  note  is  transmitted  ttf 
your  Excellency  for  your  informa-* 
tion. 

*'  This  document,  full  of  per- 
verted facts,  defamatory  sappotfiH 
tions,  accusations  equally  unjutf 
and  slanderous,  and  vague  requests, 
does  not  call  for  any  categorical 
and  formal  reply  on  any  of  fid 
points.  The  Spanish  Government; 
deferring  to  a  more  convenient  opJ 
portunity  the  exhibiting  to  all  tiA^ 
tions,  in  a  public  and  solemn  man- 
ner, its  sentiments,  its  prifnciples; 
its  determinatioosy  and  the  justice' 
of  the  cause  of  the  generous  nav 
tion  at  the  head  of  which  it  ihf 
placed,  is,  for  the  present,  content 
to  declare—- 

**  1.  That  the  Spanish  nation 
is  governed  by  a  Constitution  so^ 
lemnly  recognised  by  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  llussias  in  the  year  181JS# 

'*  2.  That  the  Spaniards,  friends 
to  their  country,  who  proclaimed, 
at  the  commencement  of  1 81  d,  fhati 
Constitution  which  was  aholisheif 
by  violence  in  1814,  were  notper^ 
jared  men,  bat  bad  the  imperish- 
able honour  of  being  the  instruments 
of  the  general  will. 

"  3.  Thiit  the  Constitutional 
King  of  Spain  is  in  the  free  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  which  the  fun- 
damental code  has  conferred  ilpon 
him,  and  whatever  may  be  alleged 
to  the  contrary  proceeds  from  the 
enemies 
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enemies  of  Spain,  6»r  tbe  purpose  of 
blackening  and  calumniating  her.  . 

'*  4.  That  the  Spanish  nation 
haa  never  interfered  with  tbe  in- 
stitutions or  internal  government  of 
any  other  state. 

''  5*  That  Che  healing  of  the  ills 
which  niay  afflict  Spain  interests  iio 
nation  nmra  than  herself. 

"£.  That  those  evil»  are  not 
consequences  of  the  Constitution^ 
but  proceed  from  the  enemies  who 
endeavour  to  destroy  it. 

^*  7.  That  the  Spanish  nation 
will  never  acknowledge  the  right  of 
any  Power  to  interfere  or  mix  itself 
in  its  afhirs. 

**  3.  That  the  Government  will 
never  deviate  from  the  line  traced 
out  by  its  duties,  by  national  ho- 
nour»  and  by  ita  unalterable  at* 
tachment  to  the  fundamenul  code 
sworn  to  in  1812* 
.  *'  Your  Excellency  is  authorised 
to  conamunicate  this  despatch  ver- 
bally to  the  Minister  for  Foreign 

Affiiirs  at »  giving  him  a  copy 

if  he  ask  it 

**  His  Majesty  hopes  that  your 
Excellency's  prudence,  seal,  and 
patriotism  will  suggest  to  you  that 
conduct  which  is  firm  and  worthy 
of  the  Spanish  name,  and  which, 
in  the  piesent  circumstances^  ought 
to  be  followed. 

**  This  is  what  1  have  the  ho- 
nour to  communicate  to  your  Excel- 
Isnty  by  order  of  bis  Majesty ;  and 
I  seise  this  opportunity  to  renew 
tho  assuranoes  of  my  distinguished 
consideration,  praying  God  to  pre* 
serve  your  Ufe  many  years.  I  kiss 
your  hands.  Your  atuative  and 
constant  servant. 

,  ''  EvABisTo  Sak  Miguel. 
''ThePalace,Jan.  9.  1823. 

"  To  Senor ,  Chargt  d'Af- 

faiitfs  at " 


Speech  ^  the  King  tf  trmictt  dt- 
iivered  id  the  opettmgrf  tie  lai* 
sion  of  the  two  Ckembers^  on 
TVesdciy,  January  ftStk. 
''  Gentlemen,— The  length  of 
the   two  last  sessions,  the  short 
time  which  they  have  letb  yon  on- 
occupied,   would  have  made  me 
wish  to  be  able  to  put  off  for  a 
short  time  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent.    But  the  regular  vote  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  State  is  ao  ad« 
vantage  of  which  you  have  felt  all 
the  v^ue;  and  in  order  to  preserva 
it,  I  have  counted  upon  the  aame 
devotion  which  was  necessary  for 
me  to  obtain  it. 

''  The  aituation  of  theintianor  of 
the  kingdom  is  improved ;  the  ad* 
ministration  of  justice,  byally  ex- 
ercised by  the  Juries,  wisely  add 
religiously  directed  by  the  Magia* 
trates,  has  put  an  end  to  the  plota 
and  attempts  at  revolt  which  were 
encouraged  by  the  hope  of  impu-. 
nity. 

**  I  have  concluded  with  the 
Holy  See  those  conventions  which 
were  necessary  for  the  formation 
of  the  new  diocese  of  which  the 
law  authorises  the  establishmeut. 

**  Every  where  the  churches  will 
be  provided  with  their  pastors;  and 
the  clergy  of  France,  completely 
organised,  will  bring  upon  us  the 
blessings  of  Providence. 

'*  I  bave  provided  by  ordinances^ 
as  economy  in  our  expenses  r»- 
quirsd*  regular  order  in  tbe  ao» 
counts.  My  Ministers  will  submit 
to  tbe  sanctioQ  of  the  law  the  ae«« 
count  of  the  expenses  of  the  yenr 
1821.  They  will  fiumishyoa  with 
the  statement  of  the  rsceipt  and 
expenses  effected  in  1822,  and  that 
of  the  charges  and  resoureea  to  be 
expected  in  1824. 

"It  results   from   these  dooH* 
ments,  that  all  prior  expenses  be- 
ing 
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ing.  li^uwiBted--^even  Ihoae  wbicb 
tlw  military  preparations  have  rep* 
dei«d  DQcewarj—- we  eoter  upon 
the  year  1823  witb  forty  tniUMOs 
of  excesa  upoo  the  accouaU  open 
for  tlus  year ;  and  that  the  biMJ^et 
for  1824  will  present  a  balante  of 
receipts  and  expenaes,  without  re* 
quiring  the  employment  of  this 
reserve. 

**  France  owed  to  Europe  the 
example  of  a  prosperity  which 
people  cannot  obtain  but  by  the 
return  to  religion — to  legitioiacy — 
to  order— to  true  liberty*  That 
salutary  example  she  now  gives. 

^*  Biot  Divine  justice  permits^ 
that,  after  having  for  a  long  time 
made  other  nations  suffer  the  ter* 
rible  eiecta  of  our  disorders,  we 
should  ourselves  be  exposed  to 
dangers  brought  about  by  similar 
calamities  among  a  neighboaring 
people. 

'*  I  have  made  every  endeavour 
to  guarantee  the  security  of  my 
people,  and  lo  preserve  Spain  her<> 
self  from  the  extremity  of  mis- 
Ibrtone.  The  infatuation  with 
which  the  representations  made  at 
Madrid  have  been  rejected,  leaves 
little  hope  of  preserving  peace. 

**  1  have  ordered  the  recall  of 
my  Ministers :  one  hundred  thou- 
sand Frenchmen,  commanded  by  a 
Prince  of  my  iieimily, — by  ham 
whom  my  heart  delighto  to  call 
my  son, — are  ready  to  march,  in-» 
voking  the  God  of  St.  Louis,  for 
the  siSm  of  preserving  the  throne 
of  Spain  to  a  descendant  of  Henry 
IV.--of  saving  that  line  kingdom 
from  its  ruin,  and  of  reconeiling  it 
wiUi  Europe. 

^^Our  stations  are  about  to  be 
reinforced  in  those  places  where 
our  maritime  commerce  has  need 
fif  that  protection*  Cruisers  ihall 
be  established  every  where,  wher* 


ever  our  arrivals  can  possibly  be 
annoyed. 

'*  if  war  is  inevitable,  I  will  use 
all  my  endeavours  to  confine  its 
circle,  to  limit  its  duration;  it  will 
be  undertaken  only  to  coaquer 
peace,  which  the  state  of  Spain 
would  render  impossible.  Let 
Ferdinand  VIL  be  free  to  give  to 
his  people  institutions  which  they 
cannot  hold  but  from  him,  and 
which  by  securing  their  tranquillity 
would  dissipate  the  just  inquietudes 
of  France.  Hostilities  shall  cease 
from  that  moment.  I  make^  genp. 
tlemen,  before  you,  a  solemn  en- 
gagement on  this  point. 

"  1  was  bound  to  lay  before  you 
the  state  of  our  forsign  affairs.  It 
was  for  me  to  deliberate.  I  have 
done  it  maturely.  I  have  consult- 
ed the  dignity  of  my  crown,  the 
honour  and  security  of  France.. 
Gentlemen,  we  are  Frenchmen; 
we  shall  always  be  agreed  to  de-. 
fend  such  interests.^ 


Petition  presented  to  Parliamad 
from  tie  Corporation  of  London. 
**  That  while  your  petitioners 
deeply  sympathise  with  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  agricultural  interestSi 
they  beg  to  represent  to  your  ho- 
nourable house,  that  thsy  are 
themselves  also  suffering  under  the 
pressure  of  accumulate  burdens, 
which  become  daily  more  insup- 
portable by  the  depreciation  of 
every  description  of  property:  while, 
after  eight  years  of  profound  peace» 
no  proportionate  redqction  in  tax-, 
ation  has  taken  place,  nor  have 
any  measures  been  adopted  for  the 
removal  of  national  grievances. 

"  That  they  have  marked  the 
numerous  encroachments  that  have 
been  made,  since  the  period  of^the 
Revolutiooi  upon  the  constitutional 
rights,  and  consequently  upon  the . 
property, 
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property,  of  the  subject;  but  more 
purticolarly  the  accelerated  pro- 
gress of  those  eDcroachiuents  dur- 
ing thfi  late  reign,  and  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  ware ; 
and  they  have  observed,  that  those 
encroachments  have  kept  due  pace 
with  the  corruption,  dependence, 
and  consequent  inefficiency  of  the 
representation ;  by  which  every,  or 
any,  set  of  Ministers  have  been 
enabled  to  exercise  an  uncontrolled 
influence,  and  to  carry  on  their 
projects,  however  adverse  to  the 
interests  of  the  nation. 

*  **  That  your  petitioners  therefore 
submit,  that  the  present  enormous 
btirdens  and  distresses  of  the  coun- 
try have  not  arisen  from  any  un- 
iiireseen  or  unavoidable  causes, 
but  have  been  the  necessary  result 
of  a  long  course  of  corrupt  influ- 
ence, extravagance,  and  misrule ; 
of  wars  rashly  and  unjustly  under- 
taken, and  of  enormous  and  un- 
necessary establishments ;  all  of 
which  could  only  have  arisen  and 
grown  up  to  their  present  porten- 
ta^  magnitude,  from  the  want  of 
tifeilt  constitutional  control  over  the 
servants  of  the  Crown  which  can 
only  be  found  in  a  free  and  nncor- 
nipted  representation  of  the  people 
in  Parliament. 

•*  That  without  reeurring  to  ear- 
lier times,  your  petitioners  need 
only  revert  to  the  reign  of  Charles 
I.y  where  the  attempts  first  to  con- 
trol the  proceedings  of,  and  then 
to'  govern  without,  a  Parliament, 
brought  that  deluded  Monarch  to 
bis  unhappy  end;  while  similar 
conduct  in  the  two  succeeding 
reigns,  and  the  more  insidious  at- 
tifmpts  to  corrupt  the  Parliament, 
l^d  to  the  expulsion  of  James  II. 
from  the  throne. 

**  That  so  sensible  were  the  great 
statesmen  of  that  day  of  the  bane- 


ful effeots  of  attempting  to  deetroy 
the  independence  of  ParUament, 
that  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  it  was 
declared,  'That  the  election  of 
membera  of  Parliament  ought  to 
be  free ;  and  that  for  the  redress 
of  all  grievances,  and  the  amending, 
strengthening,  and  preserving  the 
laws,  ParUament  ought  to  be  held 
frequently :'  and  the  preamble  to 
the  sdd  bill  stated,  '  that  frequent 
new  Parliaments  tend  very  much 
to  the  happy  union  of  King  and 
people/ 

''  That  your  petitioners  have  to 
lament  that,  surrounded  with  di^ 
ficulties  as  their  ancestore  then 
were,  their  intentions  thus  ex- 
pressed of  rendering  the  represen- 
tation more  perfect,  and  preeerving 
its  independence,  were  not  carried 
into  effect :  hence  the  constitn- 
tional  barriers  they  set  up  for  the 
security  of  the  people  were  foand 
but  fed>le  guards  against  the  as- 
saults of  selfish  and  designing  mi- 
nisters, who  have  perse veringly  and 
S3rstematically  so'  undermined  the 
independence  of  election,  that  in 
most  of  the  boroughs  scarcely  a 
vestige  of  freedom  now  remains. 

"  That  your  petitioners  beg  to 
draw  the  attention  of  yonr  honour- 
able House  to  facts  which  mfst 
lead  to  the  inevitable  cottclusion, 
that  if  the  representati<m  was  dot 
considered  adequate  at  the  period 
of  the  Revolution,  and  to  the  state 
of  the  country  at  that  time,  from 
the  great  changes  that  have  since 
taken  place  in  the  popuhition  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
with  the  general  dissemination  of 
knowledge,  it  must  now  have  be- 
come wholly  inefficient  for  ail  the 
great  and  beneficial  purposes  of 
representation. 

"  Tbmt  your  petitioners  beg  to 
impress  upon   the  consideration  of 

your 
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your  honourable  House,  that  the 
population,  which  at  the  RevohJH 
tioD  scarcely  exceeded  .5,000,000, 
now  exceeds  1 12,000,000,  and  in- 
cluding Wales,  14,000,000;  which, 
with  the  population  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  amounts  to  91,000,000. 
With  this  vast  increase  of  popula- 
tion extensive  towns  have  arisen, 
and  industry  and  property  have 
been  directed  into  new  channels ; 
and  your  petitioners  conceive  that, 
if  no  other  argument  could  be  ad* 
vanced  in  favour  of  reform,  the 
existence  of  so  immense  a  mass  of 
unrepresented  population  and  pro- 
perty wonld  alone  be  snfiiGient  to 
induce  your  honourable  House  to 
admit  them  into  the  exercise  of 
their  undoubted  civil  rights,  by  a 
(all  and  equal  participation  in  the 
elective  franchise. 

**  That  when  the  present  state 
of  the  representation  is  considered 
— when  it  is  notorious  that  the 
most  glaring  bribery  and  perjury 
are  habitually  committed,  that 
members  are  sent  to  your  bon. 
House,  not  even  by  the  choice  of 
those  few  who  nominally  elect 
them,  but  by  individual  proprietors 
of  boronghS) — ^that  in  violation  of 
the  constitution  and  the  orders  of 
your  honourable  house,  numerous 
Peers  are  to  be  found  among  those 
proprititors'— and  that  Parliaments, 
which,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Burke, 
were  not  instituted  to  be  '  a  control 
upon  the  people,  but  a  control  for 
the  people,'  become  thereby  instru- 
ments in  the  faande  of  adminis- 
tration— your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive,  that  the  existence  of 
such  abuses  is  wholly  incompa- 
tible with  the  public  safety,  and 
mast  lead,  if  not  speedily  corrected, 
to  a  train  of  calamities. 

"  That  your  petitioners   have 


also  to  state  other  reasons  in  sup- 
port of  the  necessity  of  refnrm« 
At  the  Revolution,  and  long  subee* 
quently  thereto,  the  present  ex  tea- 
si  ve  and  organized  means  of.  in6u- 
ence  and  corruption  were  not  in 
existence.  At  the  accession  of 
William  HI.  there  was  nonatidilal 
debt;  since  that  time  a  debt  ci 
800,000,000/.  has  been  created. 
The  annual  taxes  have  been  in- 
creased during  that  period  from 
2,000,000/.  to  60,000,000/.;  atld 
the  peace  expenditure  is  no  less 
than  53,000,000/.  The  expense 
for  the  collection  alone  is  now  dou- 
ble the  whole  national  expenditure 
at  that  period .  That  endless  source 
of  vexation  and  oppression,  the 
excise,  which  even  the  influence 
of  Sir  R.  Walpole  could  not  extend^ 
is  now  increased  from  500,000/.  to 
nearly  d0,000,006/.  per  annutn. 
The  assessed  taxes,  another  source 
of  vexation  and  oppression,  and 
which  at  that  time  had  no  exisi* 
ence,  are  now  8,500,000/.  per 
annum.  The  poor-rates,  scarcely 
then  known,  have  been  increased^ 
even  since  the  year  1792,  from 
2,000,000/.  to  about  7,000,000^ 
The  stamp  duties,  no  less  burden- 
some and  partial  in  their  operation, 
were  not  then  known,  as  also  other 
grievous  imposts  that  could  be  men- 
tioned. Standing  armies  were  not 
then  tolerated :  during  the  reign  of 
William  HI.  they  never  exceeded 
10,000  men;  end  your  honourable 
House  is  aware  of  the  stand  that 
WHS  made  in  Parliament  in  tha 
reign  of  George  II.,  upon  coniTti'- 
tutional  grounds,  against  the  ke^ 
ing  up  of  a  force  not  then  amount* 
ing  to  18,000  men,  but  now  the 
country  has,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
support  an  army  of  80,000.  To 
the  above-mentioned  sources  of  in- 
fluence 
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flu«n€«  may  be  added,  the  increas* 
ed  number  of  Peers,  many  of 
whom,  yoor  petitiooera  have  rea^ 
ion  to  fear,  owe  their  advance- 
ment solely  to  their  influence  in 
returning  members  to  your  hon« 
House.  The  introduction,  also,  of 
Scotch  and  Irish  members  into 
your  honourable  house,  who  aro 
mostly  returned  by  the  same  un- 
constitutional means,  has  greatly 
added  to  the  preponderating  in* 
iloance  of  the  Minist^s  of  the 
Crown. 

**  That  your  petitioners  have 
also  to  observe,  that  the  extending 
the  duration  of  Parliament  by  the 
Septennial  Act  was  another  measure 
that  conferred  upon  Ministers  and 
their  dependents  an  undue  and  dan- 
gerous acquisition  of  influence,  and 
has  been  a  frutful  source  of  cor* 
niption  among  electors.  The  said 
act  was  passed  as  a  temporary 
measure  to  meet  a  particular  emer- 
gency, but  not  without  great  difli- 
calty;  and  has  always  been  consi- 
deredi  by  some  of  the  highest 
aiMthorities,  as  an  unwarrantable 
and  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
power  by  the  Parliament,  for  the 
exercise  of  which  authority  they  had 
np  more  right  than  they  would  have 
had  to  render  themselves  permanent 
.  *^  That  your  petitioners  having 
ennmerated  the  foregoing  facts, 
cannot  omit  stating  some  others 
respecting  the  present  actual  state 
of  the  representation. 

^  Thi^  in  a  petition  presented  tai 
ycur  honourable  House  in  179^  by 
the  Hon,  Mr.  Grey  (now  Lord 
Gt9y)f  it  was  alleged  and  offered 
to  be  proved,  that  307  Members 
of  your  honourable  House,  forming, 
a  minority  therein,  were  retumetC 
not  by  tM  voice  of  the  people,  but 
by  .158  Peers  and  other  powerful 


individuals ;  and  in  the  said  peti- 
tion they  attributed  the  eagerness 
with  which  seals  were  sought,  to 
the  increased  national  debt  and 
consequent  increase  of  influence— 
the  debt  being  at  that  time  ^44 
millions,  and  the  annual  expendi- 
ture l6  millions. 

**  That  your  petitioners  beg  par- 
ticularly to  impress  upon  the  minds 
of  your  honourable  House,  that  if 
the  national  debt,  which  had  been 
accumulating  for  a  century,  could 
in  1793  have  so  powerful  an  in- 
fluence, in  how  much  higher  a  de- 
gree must  its  pernicious  operation 
have  been  increased,  when  from 
that  time  to  the  present  it  has  ad- 
vanced from  244  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  800  millions  f 

*'  That  they  beg  therefore  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honourable 
House  to  the  following  additional 
facts,  which  they  beUeve  to  be 
substantially  correct,  as  far  as 
facts  of  such  a  nature  can  be  as- 
certained. 

**  That  there  are  in  your  bon« 
House  no  less  than  89  members 
who  hold  places,  sinecures,  or  pen- 
sions under  the  Government,  who 
share  among  themselves  183,372/. 
8«.  lO^d,  of  the  pnblic  money,  and 
who,  as  your  petitioners  are  in- 
formed and  believe,  invariably 
vote,  with  the  excei^on  of  some 
few,  with  Ministers ;  and  that  the 
indirect  influence  in  your  hoo. 
House  is  further  augm^ted  by  the 
great  number  of  members  who  are 
the  relatives  or  dependents  of  per- 
sons holding  similar  places  and 
appointments,  as  well  as  by  the 
extensive  military,  naval^  church, 
and  colonial  patronage* 

'*  That  the  boroughs  in  Corn- 
wall send  to  yonr  hon.  Uouae  42i 
nsembeFs ;  whlle,«X€hieive  cf  coun- 
ty 
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ty  members*  43  only  are  returned 
by  six  teen  other  counties,  indudiug 
London  and  Middlesex. 

"  That  the  said  county  of 
Corawall  contains  a  population  of 
^50,000,  and  nearly  45,000  houses, 
and  only  about  IISOO  persons  -re- 
turn  the  said  42  members :  That 
were  the  said  voters  unbfluenced, 
your  petitioners  conceive  that  this 
return  could  in  no  sense  be  con- 
sidered a  representation,  even  of 
that  county ;  whereas,  they  are  no- 
toriously corrupt,  and  mostly  un- 
der the  dominion  of  patrons. 

"  That  the  county  of  Wilts,  con- 
tuining  a  population  of  220,000, 
and  42»00O  houses,  returns  ^Q 
members ;  and,  as  your  petitioners 
are  informed  and  believe,  the  elec- 
tions are  wholly  under  the  control 
and  dominion  of  about  21  indivi* 
duaki  among  whom  are  some 
Peers. 

''  That  the  said  counties  of 
Cornwall  and  Wilts,  together,  send 
74  members ;  while  nineteen  other 
coQnties,  with  a  population  of  four 
millions  and  a  half,  send  only  76^ 
exclusive  of  county  members. 

"  That  the  county  of  Surrey, 
containing  more  than  898,000  in-* 
habitants,  and  64,000  houses,  re- 
tttn»l4  members:  That, exclusive 
ef  the  electors  of  Southwark,  about 
3000  in  number,  the  other  12 
members  are  returned  nominally 
by  about  500  perM>ns,  but  in  fiurt 
by  about  half-a-dozen  patrons : 
That  at  Gatton,  Bletchingly,  Rey- 
gate,  and  Haslemere,  in  the  said 
eounty,  which  return  eight  of  the 
above,  the  elections  are  a  gross 
burlesque,  the  inhabitanta  having 
.  no  more  concern  therein  than  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco. 
.  ''.  That  while  these,  with  Old 
Sftraoif  and  numerous  other  places, 


which  are  too  well  known  to  be 
pointed  out,  remain  an  indelible 
stain  upon  the  character  and  sense 
of  the  nation,  BirminghaOt  Man- 
chester, Leeds,  and  Hali£sx,  con- 
taining together  a  population  of 
more  than  400,000  persons,  and 
other  large  and  populous  towns  and 
districts,  the  seats  of  industry^  in- 
telligence, and  capita],  are  wholly 
excluded  frooi  their  just  and  conr 
Stitutional  share  in  the  leg^lature, 
having  no  choice  whatever  in  the 
election  of  representatives. 

"That  Middlesex  and  Lanca* 
shire,  containing  a  population  of 
nearly  two  millions  and  a  quarter, 
return  only  22  members,  include 
ing  the  county  and  London  mem« 
bers. 

'*  That  in  many  of  the  large 
cities  and  towns  a  very  small  num-» 
her  of  the  resident  householders 
have  any  share  in  the  elections, 
most  of  the  voters  being  non-resi- 
dent. 

"At  Liverpool,  for  instancci 
where  the  population  consbts  of 
nearly  119,000  persons,  the  voters 
do  not  amount  to  3000;  and  two^ 
thirds  of  those  are  non-resident, 
while  opulent  and  respectable  house- 
holders neither  have  nor  can  obtain 
the  right  of  voting. 

'*  That  at  other  places  the  elee* 
tion  is  con6ned  to  close  corpora-^ 
tions,  composed  of  a  few  self-elect* 
ed  individuals.  At  the  city  of 
Bath,  containing  with  its  suburbs 
a  population  of  53,000^  the  inha-^ 
bitants  have  no  voice  whatever 
in  the  choice  of  members,  the  two 
members  being  returned  by  a  close 
self-elected  corporation,  esnsisting* 
of  33  persons  only :  and  at  Marl- 
borough, containing  upwards  of 
3000  inhabitants,  the  memben 
are  chosen  in  like  manner  by  a 
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close  corporation  of  twenty  bur- 
gesses, recently  reduced  to  only 
6ve  voters. 

*^  That  your  petitioners  have 
jud{^ed  it  proper  thus  to  point  out  a 
few  instances  of  glaring  inequality ; 
but  your  honourable  House  must 
be  aware,  that  there  are  a  great 
number  of  similar  instances  which 
could  not  be  enumerated  in  the 
space  of  a  petition ;  and  that  in- 
stances of  bribery,  perjury,  and 
corrupt  influence,  pervade  the 
whole  53r8tem,  poisoning  the  mo- 
rals of  the  people,  and  threatening 
the  subversion  of  the  constitution. 

*'  That  it  is  notoriously  known 
that  seats  are  sold  at  enormously 
high  prices ;  and  your  petitioners 
submit,  that  it  is  against  all 
experience  and  credibility  to  sup- 
pose that  those  who  thus  obtain 
their  seats  in  your  honourable 
House  will  not  indemnify  them- 
selves by  shamefully  bartering  the 
interests  of  the  public  for  their  own 
emolument. 

•'That  further  to  show  the 
progress  of  corrupt  influence,  your 
petitioners .  beg  to  state,  that  the 
number  of  statutes  found  necessary 
to  preserve  the  freedom  and  inde« 
pendenceof  Parliament,  to  regulate 
elections,  and  to  prevent  frauds, 
bribery,  &c.,  down  to  the  Revolu- 
tion of  1688,  amounted  only  to 
H.»  those  passed  from  that  time  to 
the  death  of  Geo.  II.  were  95 ;  and 
those  passed  during  the  reign  of 
Geo*  HI.  were  41 ;  making  toge- 
ther 90  statutes. 

*^  That  your  petitioners  conceive, 
that  if  the  present  distresses  and 
embarrassments  of  the  country,  the 
disregard  which-  has  year  after  year 
been  shown  to  the  petitions  of  the 
people,  and  the  majorities  which 
have  appeared  devoted  to  the  Minis- 
ters in  support  of  measures  hostile 


to  their  rights  and  interests,  and 
against  the  declared  sense  of  the 
nation,  were  not  of  themselves  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  the  inadequacy  of 
the  representation,  the  foregoing 
facts  Cannot  fail  to  produce  coo* 
viction  of  its  utter  inefHcacy  to 
correct  abuses,  and  secure  the  peo- 
ple against  the  encroachments  of 
power. 

"  That  although  your  petitioners 
cannot  expect  that  a  reformed  Par- 
liament could  immediately  remove 
evils  so  deeply  rooted,  they  feel 
confident  that  as  the  want  of  this 
salutary  and  constitutional  con- 
trol over  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  has  been  the  great  source 
of  national  evil,  a  Parliament  fairly 
chosen,  which  shall  represent  the 
feelings,  opinions,  and  interests  of 
the  nation  at  large,  would  gra- 
dually remove  their  grievances, 
and  reconcile  the  people  to  such 
burdens  and  privations  as  may  be 
unavoidable. 

"  Your  petitioners  call  to  the 
recollection  of  your  honourable 
House,  that  in  this  mixed  govern- 
ment of  King,  Lords,  and  Com* 
mons,  the  representative  body 
forms  an  essential  and  fundamen- 
tal part  of  the  British  Constitution 
— that  it  is  the  only  safeguard  of 
the  people  against  arbitrary  power 
— the  great  bulwark  by  which  the 
life,  the  liberty,  and  the  property 
of  the  subject  can  alone  be  pro- 
tected—that, in  the  words  of  that 
great  statesman.  Lord  Somers, 
'  the  House  of  Commons  is  the 
great  inquest  of  the  whole  kingdom 
to  search  into  all  the  oppressions 
of  the  King's  Ministers' — that  in 
the  language  of  not  less  authority, 
that  of  Mr.  Locke,  '  the  supreme 
executor  acts  contrary  to  his  trust, 
when  he  either  employs  the  force, 
treasure,  or  offices  of  the  society, 
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to  corrupt  the  representatives,  and 
to  gain  them  to  his  purposes,  or 
openly  pre-engages  the  electors  and 
prescribes  to  their  choice :  what  is 
It  but  to  cut  ^p  the  Government  by 
its  roots,  and  poison  the  very  foun- 
^in  of  public  security?'  And 
they  may  also  quote  the  memorable 
words  of  Lord  Camden — *  Taxa- 
tion and  representation  are  inse- 
parably united :  no  British  Parlia- 
ment can  separate  them :  to  en- 
deavour to  do  it  is  to  stab  our  vitals* 
Taxation  and  representation  are 
inseparable ;  this  position  is  found- 
ed upon  the  laws  of  nature,  for 
whatever  is  a  man's  own  is  abso- 
lutely .his  own:  no  man  has  a 
right  to  take  ;t  from  him  without 
his  own  consent,  either  expressed 
bv  bimself  or  his  representative. 
Whoever  attempts  it,  attempts  an 
injury  ;  whoever  does  it  commits  a 
robbery ;  he  throws  down  the  dis« 
tinction  between  liberty  and  sla- 
very. Taxation  and  representa- 
tion are  coeval  with,  and  essential 
to  the  Constitution.' 

**'  Your  petitioners  disclaim  all 
visionary  and  impracticable  pro- 
jects of  Reform.  They  are  de- 
sirous of  seeing  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment guarded  by  all  its  con- 
stitutional prerogatives ; — they  are 
desirous  of  preserving  to  the  He- 
reditary Branch  all  its  just  privi- 
leges ;  but  they  are  also  desir^jus 
of  seeing  the  Representative  Body 
placed  upon  its  true  basis,  and  ren- 
dered the  real  and  efficient  repre- 
sentation of  the  people. 

•*  Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
humbly  pray,  that  your  honour- 
able House  will  take  all  these  facts 
and  circumstances  into  your  se- 
rious consideration; — that  you  will 
cause  immediately  all  practicable 
reductions  to  be  made  in  the  public 
expenditure,  and  adopt  such  mea- 
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aores  as  may  effectually  restore  to 
the  people  their  just  share  in  the 
legislature,  by  a  fiili,  fair,  and  Tree 
representation  in  Parliament*" 

Petition  againht  Religious  Persecu^ 

Hottf   presented    to  Parliament^ 

signed  by  IS047  Persons,  of  whom 

98  vsere  Ministers. 

'*  That  your  petitioners  are  sin- 
cere believers  in  the  Christian  Re- 
velation from  personal  copviction 
on  examination  of  the  evidences 
on  its  behalf;  and  are  thankful  to 
Almighty  God  for  the  unspeakable 
blessing  of  the  Gospel,  which  they 
regard  as  the  most  sacred  sanction, 
the  best  safeguard,  and  the  most 
powerful  motive,  of  morality,  as 
the  firmest  support  and  most  eflTec- 
tual  relief  amidst  the  afflictions 
and  troubles  of  this  state  of  hu- 
manity, and  as  the  surest  founda- 
tion of  the  hope  of  a  life  to  come, 
which  hope  they  consider  to  be  in 
the  highest  degree  conducive  to 
the  dignity,  purity,  and  happiness 
of  society. 

"That  with  these  views  and 
feelings,  your  petitioners  beg  leave 
to  state  to  your  honourable  house, 
that  they  behold  with  sorrow  and 
shame  the  prosecutions  against 
persons  who  have  printed  or  pub- 
lished books  which  are,  or  are  pre^ 
sumed  to  be,  hostile  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  from  the  full  persua- 
sion that  such  prosecutions  are  in- 
consistent with,  and  contrary  to, 
both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
the  Gospel,  and,  moreover,  that 
they  are  more  favourable  to  the 
spread  of  infidelity,  which  they  are 
intended  to  check,  than  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  Christian  Faith,  which 
they  are  professedly  undeftaken  to 
uphold. 

"  Vour  petitioners  cannot  but 
consider  all  Christians  bouAd  by 
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their  r^iigious  professions  to  bow 
with  reverence  ilnd  submission  to 
the  precepts  6f  the  great  founder 
of  our  faith ;  and  nothing  appears 
to  them  plainer  in  the  Gospel  than 
that  it  forbids  all  violent  measures 
for  its  propagation,  and  all  vindic* 
tive  measures  for  its  justification 
and  defence.  The  author  and 
finishfer  of  Christianity  has  de- 
clared, that  ills  kingdom  is  not  of 
tills  world;  and,  as  in  his  own 
example  he  showed  a  perfect  pat- 
tern of  compassion  towards  them 
that  are  ignorant  and  out  of  th6 
way  of  truth,  of  forbearance  to- 
wards objectors^  and  of  forgiveness 
of  wilful  enemies ;  so,  in  his  mo- 
ral laws,  he  has  prohibited  the 
spirit  that  would  attempt  to  root  up 
speculative  error  with  the  arm  of 
flesh,  or  that  would  call  down  fire 
from  Heaven  to  consume  the  un- 
believing, and  has  commanded  the 
exercise  of  meekness,  tenderness, 
and  brotherly  love  towards  all  man- 
kind, as  the  best  and  only  means 
of  promoting  his  cause  upon  earth, 
and  the  most  acceptable  way  of 
.  glorifying  the  great  Father  of  mer- 
cies, who  is  kind  even  to  the  un- 
thankful and  the  evil. 

*'  By  these  reasonable,  chari- 
table, and  peaceful  means,  the 
Christian  i^eligiori  was  not  only 
established  originally,  but  also 
supported  for  the  three  first  cen- 
turies of  the  Christian  era,  during 
which  it  triumphed  over  the  most 
fierce  and  potent  opposition,  un- 
aided by  temporal  power  :  and  your 
petitioners  humbly  submit  to  your 
honourable  house j  that  herein  con- 
sists one  of  the  brightest  evidences 
of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion; and  that  they  are  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  that 
which  IS  universally  accounted  to 
have  been  the  glory  of  the  gospel 
in  its  beginnings,  should  now  cease 


to  be  accounted  its  glm-y,  or  how 
it  should  at  this  day  be  less  the 
maxida  of  Christianity,  and  less  the 
rule  of  the  conduct  of  Christians, 
than  in  the  days  of  those  that  are 
usually  denominated  the  Fathers 
of  the  church — that  it  is  no  part  of 
I'eligion  to  compel  religion,  which 
must  be  received  not  by  fbrce,  bfut 
of  tree  choice. 

"  Your  petitioners  would  ear- 
nestly represent  to  your  honourable 
house,  that  our  holy  religion  has 
borne  uninjured  every  test  that 
reason  and  learning  have  applied 
to  it,  and  that  its  divine  origin,  its 
purity,  its  excellence,  and  its  title 
to  universal  acceptation,  have  been 
made  more  nfianifest  by  every  new 
examinatioti  and  discussion  of  its 
nature,  pretensions,'  and  claims. 
Left  to''  itself,  under  the  divine 
blessing,  the  reasonableness  and 
innate  excellence  of  Christianity 
will  infallibly  promote  its  in- 
fluence over  the  understandings  and 
hearts  of  mankind ;  but  when  the 
angry  passions  are  suifefed  to  rise 
in  its  professed  defence,  these  pro- 
vdke  the  like  passiohs  in  hostility 
to  it,  and  the  question  is  no  longer 
one  of  pure  tfujth,  but  of  power  on 
the  one  side,  and  of  the  capacity  of 
endurance  on  the  other. 

"  It  appears  to  your  petitioners 
that  it  is  altogether  unnecessary 
and  impolitic  to  recur  to  penal  laws 
in  aid  of  Christianity.  The  judg- 
meht  and  feelings  bf  human  nature, 
ledtifiied  by  the  history  of  man  in 
all  ages  and  nations,  incline  man- 
kind to  religion ;  and  it  is  only 
when  they  erringly  associate  reli- 
gion with  fraud  and  injustice  that 
they  can  be  brought  in  any  large 
number  to  bear  the  evils  of  scep^ 
ticism  and  unbelief.  Your  peti- 
tioners acknowledge  and  lament 
the  wide  ditihsion  amongst  the  peo^ 
pie  of  sentiments  unfriendly  to  the 
Christian 
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CImRliaD  faith;  bttt  tiiey  cannot 
rofrain  fram  gtating  to  your  bc^ 
nouittble  hoase  their  coDvictkm  that 
this  ttoexampled  state  of  the  pohHc 
mind  it  mainly  owing^  to  lUm  pro- 
seeation  of  t^  holders  and  propa* 
gators  of  isBdel  opinions.  Obyec* 
tions  to  Christiamty  have  tbns  be* 
come  familiar  to  the  readers  of  the 
weekly  and  darly  joaroals— -ciiiio* 
sity  has  been  stimulalni  ^th  0»> 
gaid  to  the  pnbHcations  prohibited 
— 4in  adventitioas,  imnataraly  and 
dangerous  importance  has  heen 
given  to  sceptical  orgnmeats— « 
swpicion  has  heen  exched  in  the 
minds  of  the  midbtude  that  the 
Chnsttan  neligion  can. be  ;iipheld 
only  hy  pain$  and  penaltMS^  and 
sympathy  has  been  raised  on  be«> 
half  of  the  sufferers,  whom  the  un- 
informed and  unwise  regard  with, 
the  reverence  and  confidence  that 
belong  to  the  character  of  martyrs 
to  the  truth. 

"  Your  petitioners  would  remind 
your  honourable  house,  tliat  all 
history  testifies  the  futility  of  all 
prosecutions  for  mere  opinions,  un- 
less such  prosecutions  proceed  the 
length  of  exterminating  the  holders 
of  the  opinions  prosecuted — an  ex- 
treme from  which  the  liberal  spirit 
and  the  humanity  of  the  present 
tiaaes  revolt 

**  The  very  same  maxims  and 
principles  that  are  pleaded  to  jus* 
ttfy  the  punishment  of  uobdievers 
would  authorise  Christians  of  dif- 
ferent denominations  to  vex  and 
harass  each  other  on  the  alleged 
ground  of  want  of  faith,  and  like- 
wise form  an  apology  for  heathen 
persecutions  against  Christians, 
whether  the  persecutions  that  w^re 
anciently  carried  on  against  the  di- 
vinely-taught preachers  of  our  re- 
ligion, or  those  that  may  now  be 
instituted  by  the  ruling  party  in 


Pagan  countries,  where  Christian 
miasionaries  are  so  landmbly  em«' 
ployed  in  endeavouring  to  expose 
the  i^surdity,  folly,  and  oiischie- 
vons  inflasnce  of  idolatry. 

^  Yoar  petitioners  would  inioeat 
your  honourable  house  to  consider- 
that  belief  does  not  in  all  cases,  de- 
pend upon  the  wiil^  aad  thatki'- 
quhry  into  the  truth  of  Chriedantty 
will  be  wholly  prevented,  if  per- 
sons sire  rendered  pnnishftUe  for 
any  given  result  of  inquiry;  Firmly 
attached  as  your  petitioners  ane  to 
the  religion  of  the  Bible,  tdiey  oajQ- 
not  but  consider  the  liberty  of  fc- 
jecting,  to  he  implied  in  that  of 
embracing  it  The  ^uahelievcr  may, 
iadeedy  be  siknced  hy  his  fears, 
hat  it  is  scarcely  conceivable  that 
any  real  friend  to  Choriatianity,  or 
any  one  who  is  solicitous  &>r  the 
improvement  of  the  human  mind, 
-the -diffusion  of  knowledge,  and  the 
'  establishment  of  truth,  should  wish 
to  reduce  any  porUon  of  mankind 
to  the  necessity  of  concealing  their 
honest  judgment  upon  moral  and 
theological  questions,  and  of  mak- 
ing an  outward  profession  that 
shall  be  inconsistent  with  their  in- 
ward .persuasion. 

**  Your  petitioners  are  not  ig- 
norant that  a  distinction  is  com-, 
wamAy  onode  between  thpse  unbe- 
lievers that  argue  the  question  of 
iSae  truth  of  ChiisUanily  calmly, 
and  dispassionately,  and  those  that 
treat  the  sacred  subject  with  levity 
and  -ridieule;  but  although  tfaey 
feel  the  strongest  disgust  at  every 
mode  of  dtsoussion  which  ap- 
proaches to  .indecency  and  pro£ane- 
ness,  they  cannot  help  thiaking 
that  it  is  neither  wise  nor  safe  to 
constitute  the  manner  and  temper 
of  writing  an  object  of  legal  visita- 
tion ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible 
to  define  where  argument  ends  and 
2  G  2  evil 
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evil  Bpeaking~beg^M.  The  reviler 
of  Christianity  appears  to  your  pe- 
titioners to  be  the  least  formidable 
of  its  enemies ;  because  his  scofis 
can  rarely  fail  of  arousing  against 
him  public  opinion,  than  which  no- 
thing more  is  wanted  to  defeat  his 
end.  Between  freedom  of  dis- 
cussion and  absolute  persecution 
there  is  no  assignable  medium ; 
and  nothing  seems  to  your  ped- 
tioners  more  impolitic  than  to  sin- 
gle out  theiiltemperate  publica- 
tions of  modem  unbelievers  for 
legal  reprobation,  and  thus  by  im- 
plication to  give  a  licence  to  the 
grave  reasonings  ef  those  that  pre- 
ceded them  in  the  course  of  open 
hostility  to  the  Christian  religion, 
which  reasonings  are  much  more 
likely  to  make  a  dangerous  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  their 


readers.  But  independently  of  con- 
siderations of  expediency  and  po- 
licy, your  petitioners  cannot  forbear 
recording  their  humble  protest 
against  Uie  principle  implied  in  the 
prosecutions  alluded  to,  that  a  reli- 
gion proceeding  from  infinite  wis- 
dom and  protected  by  Almighty 
power,  depends  upon  human  patro- 
nage for  it^  perpetuity,  and  influ- 
ence. Wherefore  they  pray  your 
honourable  house  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  prosecutions  carrying 
on,  and  the  punishments  already 
inflicted  upon  unbelievers,  in  order 
to  exonerate  Christianity  from  the 
opprobrium  and  scaindal  so  unjustly 
cast  upon  it,  of  being  a  system 
that  countenances  intolerance  and 
persecution. 

*'  And  your  petitioners  will  ever 
pray,  &c.' 


AM      EPICAN  ANNUAL  TREASURY  REPORT. 
OFFICIAL  PAPER. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  '*  Act  supplementary  to  the  act 
to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,'*  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
respectfully  submits  the  following  Report: — 

I.  Of  the  Fuidic  Revenue  and  ExpetuUture  of  the  Years  ISZl  and  1822. 

The  net  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 

during  the  year  1 82 1  amounted  to  Dols.     15,898,434  42 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury  during  the  year 

1821,  including  the  loan  of  85,000,000,  amounted  to     19,578«705  72 

Vis.  Customs    .        .        .        Dols.  13,004,447  15 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Missis- 
sippi stock       .         .         .         .         1,212,966  46 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct^ 
tax  ...         . 

Dividend  on  stock  in  the  Bank  of  V       356,290  IJ 
the  United  States,  and  other  in-  f 
cidental  receipts         .        • 

Loan  authorised  by  act  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  1821,  including  a  pre- 
mium 


PUBLIC    PAPER  S« 


469 


mium  of  264,703  70,  gained  on 
the  same  ....         5,000,000  00 

Making,  with  tbe  balances  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist 

of  January,  1821,  of ]»198,461  2t 


An  Aggregate  of 

The  expenditure  during  the  year  1821  amounted  to 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous         2,241,871  54 

Military  service,  including  fortifi- 
cations, ordnance,  Indian  depart- 
ment, revolutionary  and  military 
pensions,  arming  the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  the  Ist  of  Jan. 
1817 5,162,364  47 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual 

increase  of  the  navy         .         .         3,319,243     6 

Public  debt  ....         8,367,093  62 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  l^t  of  Jan., 
1822,  of  ...a... 

Tbe  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasury  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1822  are  estimated  to 
have  amounted  to     •         .         .       14,745,408  75 

Viz.,  Customs     .     12,648,933  15 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi stock      .     1,298,484  56 

Arrears  of  internal  duUes  and  di- 
rect tax,  divided  on  stock  in  the 
Bank,  and  other  incidental  re- 
ceipU     ....     391,871  76 

Balances  of  appropriations  for  the 
war  and  navy  departments,  re- 
turned to  the  Treasury,  and  carried 
to  the  surplus  fund>  406,119  28 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  Treasuiy 
during  the  4th  quarter  are  esti- 
mated at  .         .         .         .         5,000,000     O 

Making  the  total  estimated  receipts 
in  the  Treasuiy  during  the  year 
1822 

And  with  the  balance  in  the  Trea- 
sury, on  the  1st  of  January*  1822, 
forming  an  aggregate  of    .    .     . 

The  expenditures  during  the  three 
1st  quarters  of  the  year  1 822  are 
estimated  to  have  amounted  to  .       12,278>653  32. 

Viz.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscel- 
laneous    .         .     1,536,434  24 


20,772,164  93 
19,090,572  69 


1,681,592  24 


19,745,408  75 


21,427,000  99 


Military,, 
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Military  service,  including  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance,  Indian  depart- 
ment, revolutionary  and  military 
pensions,  arming  the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  1st  January, 
1817  .         .     4,990,210  68 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy,  1,538,952  88 

Public  Debt  4,273,055  53 

The  expenditures  during  the  fourth 
quarter,  including  the  redemption 
of  the  2,000,000  of  six  per  cent, 
stock  of  1820,  are  estimated  at 

Making  the  total  estimated  expen- 
diture of  the  year  1 822 


6,000,000 


18,278,653  32 


And  leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1823,  an  estimated  balance  of  •  .  •  .  3,148,347  67 
After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances  of  appropriations, 
amountii]gto  1,232,212  dollars,  lie,  which  are  necessary  to  effect  the 
objects  for  which  they  vifpre  severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted  from 
the  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  a  balance  of  1,916,135 
dollars  56c.  remains  ;  which,  with  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  year  1823,  constitutes  the  means  for  defraying  the  current  service  of 
that  year. 

2.  Of  the  Pnblk  Debt. 
The  funded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the 
year  1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st 
October,  1821,  amounted  to  .  .  .  Dols.  17,833,746  84 
And  that  which  was  contracted  subsequently  to  the 
Ist  of  January,  1812,  and  was  unredeemed  on  the 
1  St  of  October,  1821,  amounted  to 


Making  the  total  amount  of  funded  debt  unredeemed  on 
the  let  of  October,  1821  .         .         .         . 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year  there  was  issued 
Treasury  Note  six  per  cent,  stock  to  the  amount  of 

Making  an  aggregate  of 
In  the  same  quarter  there  was  paid  the  sum  of   • 
Viz.  Reimbursements  of  six  per  cent. 

deferred  stock  .         .         .  257,l«0  60 

Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock       .  5,558  IS 


75,852,456  18 


93,686,205     2 

390  40 

93,686,595  42 
262,738  75 


Reducing  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st  January,  1^22,  «e    93»423#856  67 
From  that  day  to  the  l«t  of  October  last,  tlieps  * 
issued  three  per  cent,  stock  to  the  amount  of 


Making  an  aggregate  of 
During  the  same  period  there  was  paid  the  sum  of 


146     2 

93,423,999  69 

380,980     2 

Vis. 


public:    PAPEUp 
Viz.  Reimbursement  of  six  per  cent. 
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deferred  stock    . 
Redemption  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of 
1796         .         '.         .         ,'       '. 


360,980     2 
80,000     0 


Reducing  the  funded  debt  on  the  Ist  of  Oct.  1822,  to     93,043,019  ^67 
It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  4th  quarter  of  the  present 

year  there  will  be  paid  ,         .         .         .         .       2,265,588     7 

Viz.  Reimbursement  of  six  percent. 

deferred  stock  .         .         .  265,588     7 

Redemption  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of 

1820 2,000,000     0 

Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt  unredeemed  on  the 

Istof  January^l823,  to        .         .         .         .         .     90,777,43}  60 
The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding  on  the  1st  of 

October,  1822,  is  estimated  at       .         .         :         .  27,437     0 

And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock  unredeemed  on 

that  day  at         .         .        ...         .  .     .      ^6,7^5  94 


3.  Of  the  Estimate  of  the  Public 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the 

Year  1823. 

The  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage  which  accrued 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th 
of  September  last,  both  days  in- 
cluded, is  estimated  at  19,500,000 
dollars,  and  that  of  the  whole  year 
at  23,000,000  dollars. 

It  is  estimated  that  tjie  amount 
of  debentures  issued  during  the 
same  period  exceeds  the  amount 
issued  during  the  corr^esponding  pe- 
riod of  the  year  1821,  by  86,000;' 
and  that  the  amount  of  debentures 
outstanding  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  chargeable  upoh  the  re- 
venue of  1823,  is  234,000  dol- 
lars  more  than  was  on  the  same 
day  in  1821  chargeable  upon  the 
revenue  of  1822. 

It  is  estimated  the  value  of  do- 
mestic articles  exported  froih  tlie 
United  States  in  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  pf  Septem^r  last,  has 
amounted  to'  49,S74,079  dollars, 
and  that  foreign '  articles  exported 
during  the  same  period  have 
amounted  to  22,286,202  dollars. 


As  the  receipts  from  the  customs 
in  the  year  1823  depend,  1st,  upon 
the  amount  of  duty^  bonds  which 
become  due  within  that  ye^r,  after 
deducting  the   expenses  of'  collec- 
tion, and  the  amount  of  debentui^ 
chargeable  upon   them ;    and,  2d, 
upon  such  portion   of    the  duties 
secured    in    the   first    and  second 
quarters  of  that  year  as  are  pay- 
able within  the  yie^r ;  it  is  mani- 
fest that  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  debentures  chargeable  upon  the 
revenue  of   the  year   1823,  or  a 
diminution  of  the  importations  of 
foreign    merchandise    during    the 
two  first  guaiters  of  that' year,  must 
necessarity  diminish   the    receipts 
into  the  Treasury.     As  debentures 
can  be  issued  at  any  time  within 
twelve  monVhs  after  Importation, 
chargeable  lipon  bonds   given  fpr 
the  duties  upon  such  importation, 
it  is   impossible     to   foresee   the 
amount  which  niay  ne  chargeable 
upon   the  bonds  that  are  payable 
during  the'year  182?.     The  facts, 
however,  which  have  b^eeu  stated, 
justify    the    conclusion,   that  the 
amount  of  debentures  which  will 
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be  issued  and  charged  upon  the  presamed  diat  the  importations  of 

revenue  of  18Sd  will  considerably  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year 

exceed   the    amount    wjiich    was  1823  will  be  less  than  the  corre- 

chargeable   upon    that   of   1822.  sponding  qCiarters  of  the    present 

From  the  same  factSi  it  is  also  year. 

Givbg  due  weight  to  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  subject,  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  year  1828  may  be  estimated  at     Dols.  21,100,000     O 


Viz.  Customs 

Public  lands 

Bank  Dividends 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 
tax,  and  incidental  receipts 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  sum  ol 
remaining  in  the  Treasury,  after 
satisfying  the  balances  of  appro- 
priations chargeable  upon  the  re- 
venue of  1822 :  which  makes  the 
entire  means  of  the  year  1828 
amount  to        •        •        •        • 

The  expenditure  of  the  year  1828  is 
estimated  at  .  •        • 

Viz.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 
cellaneous        .... 

Military  service,  including  fortifica- 
tions, ordnance,  Indian  depart- 
ment, revolutionary  and  military 
pensions,  arming  the  militia,  and 
arrearages  prior  to  the  Ist  of 
Jauuary,  1817 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy 

Public  debt  .        •        .        • 


19,000,000 
1,600,000 
850,000 

150,000 


1,916,135  56 


28,016,185  56 
15,059,597  2« 


1,599,817  95 


5,134,292  75 

2,728,987  12 
5,602,000  0 


Which  being  deducted  from  the  above  sum,  will  leave 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1824, 
after  satisfying  the  current  demandsof  the  yearl828, 
a  sum  estimated  at 7,956,588  84 


Although  the  facts  already  dis- 
closed justifj^  the  conclusion  that 
the  importations  of  the  present  year 
exceed  the  value  of  domestic  ar- 
ticles exported  during  the  year,  yet 
there  are  no  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  extent  of  that  excess.  If 
the  custom-house  documents  were 
to  be  considered  conclusive  evidence 


upon  this  subject,  it  would  be  ap- 
parent that  the  nation  has,  through 
the  whole  period  of  its  existence, 
imported  more  in  value  than  it  has 
exported.  But  the  fact  is  incon- 
testable that  the  United  States 
have  enjoyed  a  more  uniiiterrupted 
prosperity,  and  have  increased  their 
capital  to  a  greater  relative  extent, 

than 
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than  any  of  the  nations  with  whom 
tbey  have  mainlined  commercial 
intercourse. 

To  show  that  the  custom-house 
«locumeots  cannot  be  considered 
conclusive  evidence  in  this  case, 
it  is  proper  to  observe — Istt  that 
the  value  of  articles  paying  duties 
ad  valorem^  imported  into  the 
United  States,  is  ascertained  by 
adding  to  the  invoice  value  ftO  per 
cent,  if  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  10  per  cent  from 
all  other  places;  whilst  the  va- 
lue of  domestic  articles  exported 
is  ascertained  at  the  port  of  ship- 
ment without  any  such  addition. 
2d.  The  greatest  portion  of  the 
importations  and  exportations  are 
made  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  Sd.  The  capital  employed 
in  the  trade  of  the  North  West 
Coast  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  con- 
sists almost  exclusively  of  the  la- 
bour and  enterprise  of  those  en- 
gaged in  it.  Foreign  articles,  the 
proceeds  of  those  enterprises,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  are, 
therefore,  only  equivalent  to  the 
labour  and  enterprise  by  which 
they  were  procured.  4th.  The 
value  of  domestic  articles  exported 
is  more  imperfectly  ascertained 
than  of  foreign  articles  imported, 
because  it  has  not  been  considered 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  same 
sanctions  to  enforce  a  compliance 
with  the  regulations  which  have 
been  prescribed  for  that  purpose. 
To  ascertain  the  relative  value  of 
imports  and  exports  it  is  necessary 
— 1st.  That  the  same  additions 
should  be  made  to  the  invoice  va« 
lue  of  the  latter  as  are  required  by 
law  to  be  made  to  the  former.  2d. 
The  freight  of  domestic  articles  ex- 
ported in  American  vessels  should 
be  added  to  their  value,  after  de- 


ducting from  it  the  freight  of  fa^ 
reign  articles  imported  in  foreign 
vessels,  ^d.  The  value  of  foreign 
articles  imported  in  vessels  en« 
gAged  in  the  trade  of  the  North 
West  Coast  and  Pacific  Ocean,  the 
proceeds  of  the  labour  and  enter- 
prise of  thoee  by  whom  they  are 
navigated,  should  be  added  to  the 
domestic  exports.  4th.  It  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain  what  addition 
should  be  made  to  the  value  of  the 
domestic  exports,  on  account  of 
the  omission  of  the  exporters  to 
state  correctly  the  value  of  articles 
exported  by  them ;  but,  after 
making  a  liberal  allowance  for  fo- 
reign articles  illicitly  introduced,  or 
inaccurately  invoiced,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  considerable  addition 
should  be  made. 

If,  then,  to  the  amount  of  do- 
mestic articles  exported  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  SOth  of  Sep- 
teinber  last,  already  estimated  at 
49,874,070  dollars,  the  additions 
should  be  made  which  the  prece- 
ding facts  and  considerations  ap- 
pear to  authorise,  the  value  of  our 
domestic  exports  during  that  pe- 
riod may  be  estimated  at  nearly 
60,000,000. 

Although  no  calculation  has 
been  completed,  showing  the  ave- 
rage rate  of  duty  upon  the  value 
of  foreign  articles  imported  into 
the  JUnited  States,  it  is  presumed 
that  an  importation  of  60,000,000 
dollars  of  foreign  merchandise 
will  not  produce  a  less  revenue 
than  17,000,000  dollars.  As  the 
receipts  from  the  customs  during 
the  year  1813  have  been  esti- 
mated at  19,000,000,  it  is  pro^ 
bable  that  the  receipts  from  the 
same  source,  in  1824,  which  will 
depeud  upon  the  importations  of 
ISfiSy  will  not  exceed  15,000,000 
dollars. 
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.doUfirB*  Uader  the  iQO&t  unfavour- 
aUa  oiiv:uip$taDce6,  it  is  beUevefl 
that  the  receipts  of  that  y^ar  will 


be  9uffipi^at  tQ  discharge  a\\  de- 
mands upon  the  Trfa§ury  wliich 
may  be  authorized  by  )aw. 


If  the  ciirrent  appropriajLi»ns  for  the  yefpr  182^.  shall  be  equ^l  \o  tbpse 
required  by  the  estimates  for  the  ensu^qg  y^ar«  thci  expenditure  of 
that  year  may  be  estimated  at  99,253,507  ^^ 

Viz.^CMrreiit  appropriations  .         3i$78,722  ^ 

P^rmapenit  appropriacipnt  for  c^rming 

the  militia,  ai^d  Indian  annuities    .        378,875  0 

Gr^du^ilinfcreaiSeoftbenavy        •        .        5<)Q«OpO  0 

Public  deb^  including  balances  unap- 
plied in  1823  and  1824,  amount- 
ing to     .^       .       8,726,000  0         ,     l8,79fi,PPO  0 

The  ineans  of  the  Treasury  to  meet  this  e:t^traof<)ioary  expenditure,  con- 
sist, 

let.  Of  the  balance  which  may  be  in  tbf^  Treasury  on  ^he  Ist  of 
Jan.  of  that  year,  estimated  at        •        8,0piQ^0p0 

And,   2d.      Of  tb^   receipts   of  tha^ 

year,  C9timated  at  •        .        .         19,00Q,i00O 

Viz.,  Customs  .         .       17,000,000 

1,600,000 

350,000 

50,P0O 


Public  lands 

Bank  dividend^ 

lucid^al  receipt^ 

Making  together  an  aggregate  pf 

And  leaving  a  deficit  of  about 

In  this  estimate  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  the  year  1824  are 
estimated  to  be  nearly  equal.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  the  re- 
ceipts may  exceed,  to  a  small  ex- 
ienjt,  the  e^penditm^es ;  but  tjjiere 
isat  least  aju  e^oal  probability  that 
the  receipts  (or  the  year  1825  a^e 
estiojkated  too  high*  In  th^  year 
1.826,  the  expenditure^  ^ss^iming 
the  current  appro|>riations  jto  be 
tJbe  same  as  in  jthe  year  1823,  iinay 
he  estimated  91  }9,457,0,0|0  del- 
l^Lrs,  and  the  receipts  at  19,000,000 
dollars.  As  /the  appropriation  of 
500,0QQ  dollars  for  the  gradual 
grease, of  tlie  nayy  exp»r^  in  .thet 
jl^ar,  ithe  annual  expenditure  may, 
for  subsequent  years,  be  estimated 
f^  lOfiOOfiOO  dollars,  unless  it 
shall  be  considered  expedient    to 


.     ?7,OOP,POO  0 

1^250,000  O 

make  further  provision  for  tbe 
increase  of  that  essentia!  mkSttps 
of  national  defence. 

It  is  proh^>le  th^  the  annual 
revenue  will  he  eqi^i^  to  that  suna. 
To  provide  for  the  estj^i^ed  defi- 
cit of  the  years  1825  and  1826,  9s 
well  as  to  meet  ai^y  ^xgrfuordin^jry 
demands  upon  the  Treasury,  Mf jlj^ 
unforeseen  exigencies  ^ay  re^^f)e, 
it  is  heliey^  to  bjs  ^^ppaiont  tbAt 
the  revenue  ^hoi4d  ,be  in^rea^^. 
This  m^y  1^  co^yeiventjy  e^i^^ 
by  a  jiM)icipu8  revisio|iof  the  tariff; 
which,  wbil^  it  will  n<^  imtovis  iW^- 
ous  to  the  consumer,  will  jsimpj^fy 
tjbe  InbouiY  of  the  ofhcers  of  Abe 
revenue*    At  pri^^ent,  ariljicjee  coip- 
posed  x)f  wook  c(^tt€|n,  Da^,  and 
hemp,  pay  different  rates  of  duty. 
Difficulties  freq^uently  occur  in  de- 
termining 
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tennimng  the  doties  to  which  fuch 
articles  are  subject  The  (mmsion 
in  the  tariff,  that  the  duty  upon 
articles  composed  of  various  mate- 
rials shall  be  regnhited  by  the  ma- 
terial of  chief  v^oe  of  which  it  is 
composed,  is  productive  of  frsquent 
•ro^barrassment  and  much  inconve- 
nience. It  is  therefore,  respect- 
fully submitted,  that  all  articles 
composed  of  wool,  cotton,  flax, 
hemp,  or  silk,  or  of  whkh  any  of 
these  materials  is  a  component 
part,  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

The  duties  upon  glass  and  pa- 
per, upon  iron  and  lead,  and  upon 
all  articles  composed  of  the  two 
latter  materials,  may  also  be  in* 
creased  with  a  view  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenue.  In  M 
tiiese  cases,  except  articles  com- 
posed of  silk,  it  is  probable  that 
the  effect  of  the  proposed  augmen- 
tation of  duties  will  gradually  lead 
to  an  ample  supply  of  those  arti- 
cles from  our  domestic  manufac- 
tories. It  is,  however,  presumed, 
that  the  revenue  will  continue  to 
be  augmented  by  the  proposed  al- 
terations in  the  tariff  until  the 
public  debt  shall  have  been  re- 
deemed; after  whidi  the  public 
expenditure  in  time  of  peace  will 
be  diminished  to  the  extent  of  the 
sinking  fund,  which  is,  at  present, 
1G,000,«00  dollars.  But  if,  con- 
trary to  present  anticipations,  the 
proposed  augmentation  of  duties 
should,  before  the  public  debt  be 
redeemed,  produce  a  diminution  of 
the  revenue  arising  from  the  im- 
portation of  those  articles,  a  cor- 
responding, if  not  a  greater,  aug- 
mentation may  be  confidently  ex;- 
pected  upon  other  articles  imported 
into  the  United  States.  This  sup- 
position rests  upon  the  twofold  con- 
viction, that  foreign  articles,  nearly 


equal  to  the  valine  of  the  domestic 
exports,  will  be  imported  and  con- 
sumed; and  that  the  substitution 
of  particular  classes  oif  domestic 
articles  for  those  of  foreign  nation^, 
not  only  does  not  necessarily  di- 
minish the  value  of  domestic  ex- 
ports, but  usually  tends  to  increase 
the  value. 

The  duties  upon  various  o^r 
articles,  not  in  any  degree  con- 
nected with  our  domestic  industry, 
may  likewise  be  increased  with  a 
view  to  the  augmentation  of  the 
public  revenue.  If  the  existing 
tariff  shall,  during  th«  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  be  judiciously  re- 
vised for  the  purpose  of  augment- 
ing the  revenue,  it  is  coQfldentlj 
believed  that  it  will  not  only  be 
amply  sufficient  to  defray  all  the 
demfuods  upon  tb«  Treasury  at  pre- 
sent authorized  by  law,  but  that 
there  will  remain  an  annual  sur- 
plus, subject  to  such  disposition, 
for  the  promotion  of  the  public 
welfare,  as  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress mey  direct. 

Under  the  act  of  the  ^th  of 
April  last,  authorizing  the  ex- 
change of  certain  portions  of  the 
public  debt  for  five  per  cent,  stock, 
56,704  dollars,  77c*  only  have 
been  exchanged.  The  increased 
demand  for  capital  for  the  prose- 
cution of  commercial  enterprises 
during  the  present  year,  and  the 
rise  in  the  rate  of  interest  conse- 
quent upon  that  demand,  which 
were  not  anticipated  at  the  time 
that  the  measure  was  proposed, 
have  prevented  its  execution.  Ex- 
isting circumstances  do  not  autho- 
rise the  conclusion,  that  a  measure 
of  this  ntitnre  will  be  more  suc- 
cessful luring  the  next  year.  If 
the  price  of  the  public  debt  in 
1825  should  be  as  high  as  it  is  at 
present,  any  portion  of  iX,  redeem- 
able 
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able  at  the  pleasure  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  should  he  unredeemed 
in  that  and  subsequent  years,  after 
the  application  of  the  sinking  fund 
to  that  object,  may  be  advantage- 
ously exchanged  for  stock  redeem- 
able at  such  periods  as  to  give  full 
operation  to  the  sinking  fund. 
This  may  be  effected  either  directly 
by  an  exchange  of  stock,  or  indi- 
rectly by  authorizing  a  loan  to  the 
amount  of  stock  annually  redeem- 
able beyond  the  amount  of  the 
sinking  fund  applicable  to  that 
object. 

All  which  is    respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

William  H.  Crawford. 
Treasury  Department, 

Dec.  23,  1823. 


ThefoUovnng  Document  should  have 
had  an  earlier  place, 

CIRCULAR. 

"Ffrona,  Dec.  14, 1822. 

"  Sir,^ — You  were  informed  by 
the  documents  which  were  address- 
ed to  you  at  the  moment  of  the 
closing  of  the  conferences  at  Lay- 
bach,  in  thtf  month  of  May  1821, 
that  another  meeting  of  the  Allied 
Monarphs  aud  their  Cabinets  would 
take  place  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1 822,  and  that  they  would  then 
take  into  consideration  the  duration 
to  be  fixed  to  the  measures,  which, 
on  the  proposal  of  the  Courts  of 
Naples  and  Turin,  and  with  the 
consent  of  all  the  Courts  of  Italy, 
had  been  judged  necessary  to  con- 
solidate the  tranquillity  of  the  Pen- 
insula, after  the  fatal  events  of  the 
years  1820  and  1821. 

"This  meeting  has  just  taken 
place,  and  we  herewith  make  you 
acquainted  with  its  principal  results. 

**  By  the  convention,  signed  at 
Novara,  July  24,  1821,  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  military  line  on  Pied- 
mont,   by   a    corps   of    auxiliary 


troops,  had  been  fixed  to  the  term 
of  one  year,  with  the  understand- 
ing, that  at  the -meeting  of  1822  it 
should  be  examined  whether  the 
situation  of  the  country  should  per- 
mit it  to  cease,  or  render  it  neces- 
sary to  prolong  it. 

*'  l*he  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Courts,  parties  to  the  convention 
of  Novara,  have  entered  on  this 
examination   conjointly   with    the 
Plenipotentiaries   of  his   Majesty 
the  King   of  Sardinia,  and  they 
have  agreed,  that  the   assistance 
of  an  allied  force  was  no  longer  ne- 
cessary to  maintain  the  tranquillity 
of   Piedmont     His  Majesty   the 
King  of  Sardinia,  having  himself 
pointed   out  the    time  which  he 
thought  proper  for  the  successive 
departure  of  the  auxiliary  troops* 
the  Allied    Sovereigns  have   ac- 
ceded to  his  proposals,  and  it  has 
been  determined  by  a  new  conven- 
tion, that  the  departure  of  these 
troops  from  Piedmont  shall  com- 
mence on  the  51st  of  December, 
this  year,  and  be  completed  on  the 
dOth  of  September,  1823,  by  the 
evacuation  of  the  fortress  of  Ales* 
sandria. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
has  signified  to  the  three  Courts, 
parties  to  the  convention  signed  at 
Naples  on  the  I8th  of  'October, 
that  the  present  state  of  his  domi- 
nions allowed  him  to  propose  a  r^ 
duction  of  the  number  of  the  auxili- 
ary troops  stationed  in  various  parts 
of  them. 

*^  The  Allied  Sovereigns  have" 
not  hesitated  to  accede  to  this  pro- 
posal, and  the  auxiliary  army  sta- 
tioned in  the  kingdom  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  will  be  diminished  as  soon 
as  possible  by  17>000  men. 

'*  Thus,  in  proportion  as  events 
answered  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Sovereigns,  that  is  fulfilled  which 

they 
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they  declared  at  the  close  of  the 
Congress  of  Laybach — *  that,  far 
from  'wishing  to  |MFolong  their  in* 
tervention  in  the  affairs  of  Italy 
beyond  the  limits  of  strict  neces- 
sity,  they  cherished  |he  sincerest 
wish  that  the  state  of  things  which 
had  imposed  on  them  this  pabful 
obligation  might  cease  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  never  return.  Thus 
vanish  the  false  terrors,  the  inimi- 
cal interpretations,  the  gloomy  pro- 
I^ecies,  which  ignorance  or  perfidy 
spread  in  Europe,  to  mislead  tl^ 
opmion  of  the  people  respecting  the 
pure  and  generous  views  of  the 
Sovereigns.  No  secret  plan,  no  am- 
bition, no  calculation  of  their  own 
interest,  was  concerned  in  the  -re- 
solution which  imperious  necessity 
alone  prescribed  to  them'in  the  year 
1 82 1 .  To  oppose  resistance. to  the 
revolution;  to  prevent  the  disor- 
ders, the  scourges,  the  crimes, 
which  it  desired  to  bring  upon  all 
Italy ;  to,  restore  peace  and  order 
in  that  country;  to  afford  to  the 
legitimate  Governments  the  pro- 
tection to  which  they  had  a  claim ; 
— such  alone  were  the  objects  of 
the  thoughts  and  exertions  of  the 
Sovereigns.  In  the  proportion  in 
which  this  object  is  fulfilled,  they 
withdraw  the  assistance  which  es- 
sential necessity  alone  could  call 
for  and  justify,  and  will  continue 
to  withdraw  it.  .  They  rejoice  at 
being  able  to  leave  the  care  of  the 
security  and  tranquillity  of  the  peo- 
.ple  to  the  Princes,  to  whom  Provi- 
dence has  intrusted  them,  and  to 
deprive  calomny  of  its  last.re- 
maiiiing.  pretext  to  disseminate 
doubts  respecting  the  independence 
of  the  Italian  Princes. 

**  The  object  oJf  the  Congress  at 
Verona,  as  it  had  been  fixed  by  a 
positive  agreement,  was  accom- 
,plished  by  the  resolutions  taken 


for  the  relief  of  Italy  :  but  the  as- 
sembled Sovereigns  and  Cabinets 
oouid  not  but  turn  their  attention 
to  difficult  and  intricate  aftairs,  the 
progress  of  which  had  incessantly 
engaged  them  ever  since  their 
meeting  at  Laybach. 

'*  An  event  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance had  taken  place  before 
the  close  of  that  meeting.  What 
the  spirit  of  revolution  had  begun 
in  the  western  peninsula,  what  it 
had  attempted  in  Italy,  it  succeed- 
ed in  effecting  at  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  Europe.  At  the  moment 
when  the  military  insurrection  in 
Naples  and  Turin  yielded  at  the 
approach  of  a  regular  force,  a  fire- 
brand of  rebellion  was  thrown  into 
the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  coin- 
cidence of  the  events  could  leave 
no  doubt  on  the  sameness  of  their 
origin.  The  breaking  out  of  the 
same  evil  in  so  many  different 
points,  and  every  where,  though 
under  various  pretexts,  yet  accom- 
panied by  the  same  forms  and  the 
same,  language,  too  evidently  be- 
trayed the  common  focus  from 
which  it  proceeded*  Those  who 
directed  this  event  had  flattered 
themselves  that  they  would  use  it 
to  confound  by  discord  the  coun- 
sels of  the. Powers,  and  to  neutra- 
lize the  forces  which  new  dangers 
might  summon  to  other  parts  of 
Europe.  This  hope  was  disap- 
pointed. The  Monarchs,  resolved 
to  repel  the  maxim  of  rebellion,  in 
whatever  place  or  under  whatever 
form  it  might  show  itself,  imme- 
diately pronounced  their  unanimous 
sentence  of  disapprobation  upon  it. 
Devoted  with  unceasing  attention 
to  the  object  of  their  common 
cares,  they  withstood  every  consi- 
deration which  might  have  led 
them  aside  from  their  path;  but  at 
the  same  time  they  followed  the 

voice 
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voice  of  their  conscienoe^  and  a 
sacred  duty,  and  spoke  lor  the 
cause  of  humanity,  in  favour  of 
the  victims  of  an  enterprise  equally 
rath  and  criminal. 

**  The  numerous  confidenttd 
communications  that  took  plaoe 
between  the  fonr  Courts  during 
this  pbriod  (dim  of  tlie  most  re-* 
markable  in  the  histoi^y  of  this 
aliiance)  having  led  to  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  understanding  with  re- 
8]^ect  to  the  afairsof  the  East, 
nothing  Fsmamed  to  be  done  at  the 
CongTftSB  of  Verona,  but  to  oon^ 
fivm  tftiiB  results  of  this  understand- 
ing ;  wai  the  Powers  allied  with 
Russia  may  Batter  themselves  with 
reteoving  by  joint  proceedings, 
theobecicles  which  stall  impeded 
tfaeonttre  fulfilment  of  their  wishes. 

**  Other  events,  deserving  of  the 
edUlre  attention  of  the  Monarehs^ 
tere  Uted  their  attention  on  the 
deplorable  condition  of  the  eastern 
Eunopean  p«&insula. 

*<  Spain  ndw  endores   the  fate 

which  awiuts  all  states  that  are  so 

unfortunate  as  to  seek  what  is  good 

m  a  way  in  which  it  never  can  be 

~  femdt 

**  it  passes  through  the  fateful 
circle  of  its  revolution^^-^  revolo-* 
tion  which  deluded  or  ill-disposed 
men  would  willingly  have  repre- 
sented as  a  blessing,  nay,  as  the 
triffmph  of  an  enlightened  ag«« 
All  Govembvetits  are  witnesses  of 
the  seal  with  which  these  men 
have  endeavoured  to  persuade  thdir 
comemporaries  that  this  vevoluttoi» 
WM  the  necessary  and  wbolesotne 
frttit'of  the  progress  of  civilt2«ti6n; 
and  the  means  by  Which  it  has 
bden  effected  and  supported,  the 
nobleet  essay  of  generons  patriot- 
ism. If  it  coald  be  the  object  of 
d^itisation  to  overthrow  human 
society,  if  it  were  possible  to  sup- 


pose  that  tbe  armed  force,  which 
has  no  other  vocatioo  than  that  of 
maintaining  tho  internal  and  ex- 
ternal peaxA  of  the  Stat^,  oiigfat 
with  impunity  assume  tbe  supreme 
dominion  over  it,  the  Spanish  revo- 
lution might  certainly  pretend  i» 
the  admiration  of  ail  ages,  and  the 
military  insurrection  in  the  island 
of  Leon  serve  as'  a  model  for  re* 
formers.  But  truth  has  soon  a»- 
seited  fher  righu,  and  Spain,  at 
this  expense  <^  her  happiness  and 
Int  glory>  has  only  famished  a 
new  and  melafricho4y»exaiDple'of 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  every 
transgression  of  the  eternal  faiwe  of 
the  moral  order  of  the  world. 

*<  The  legitimate  aothority  fet- 
tered, and  changed  into  a  foroed 
instrument  of  tbe  overtfamw  of  all 
rights,  and  all  legal  privileges; 
M  classes  of  the  people  harried 
away  by  the  stream  of  revdotion- 
ary  movement;  violence  and  op^ 
preesion  exercised  under  the  forms 
of  law ;  a  wiiole  kingdom  given 
up  a  prey  to  disorders  and  convnl* 
sions  of  every  kind ;  rich  colonies 
which  justify  their  separation  by 
the  very  same  maxims  on  which 
the  motJier  amntry  has  founded  its 
public  law,  and  which  \%  would 
willingly,  but  in  vain,  condemn  in 
another  hemisphere;  the  4aat  re» 
sources  of  tbe  State  consomed  by 
civil  war;  this  is  the  picture  which 
the  present  state  of  Spain  presents 
— 'SQch  are  the  ^viie  by  wtich  a 
generdus  people,  deterving  of  a 
better  fate,  is  ^mited-^siicby  in 
foe,  are  the  gfoundsof  thejuatap* 
pfsheosions  which  such  an  assomo 
blage  of  elements  of  trouble  and 
confusion  must  «xclte  in  the  coun« 
tHes  more  nearly  in  contact  with 
the  Peninsula.  If  ever  in  the  bo- 
som of  civilization  a  power  arose 
hostitely  alienated  from  'the  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  of  preservation,  from  the 
principles  in  which  the  European 
Coofederation  reposes,  such  a  power 
is  Sp^in,  in  its  present  state  of 
disolutioD. 

**  Could  the  Sovereigns  have 
contemplated  with  indiflference  so 
many  evils  heaped  upon  one  coun- 
try, accompanied  with  so  many 
dansers  to  the  others?  Depending 
in  tiiis  important  affair  Only  on 
their  own  judgment  aTid  their  own 
consciences,  they  have  been  obliged 
to  ask  themselves  whether  they 
wei^  longer  allowed  to  remain 
calm  spiectators  of  an  evil  which 
every  day  threatens  to  become 
more  terrible  and  dangerous,  and 
even  by  the  presence  of  their  re- 
presentatives to  lend  the  false  co< 
louring  of  a  tacit  sanction  to  the 
measures  of  a  faction,  which  is 
ready  to  undertake  every  thing  for 
the  maintenance  of  its  destructive 
sway.  The  decision  of  the  Mo- 
nardbs  could  not  be  doubtful. 
Their  legations  have  received  or- 
ders to  quit  the  Peninsula. 

**  Whatever  may  be  the  conse- 
quence of  this  step,  the  Monarchs 
thereby  prove  to  Europe,  that  no- 
thing can  induce  them  to  waver  in 
a  resolution  which  their  most  inti- 
mate conviction  has  approved.  The 
more  sincere  the  friendship  is  Which 
they  feel  towards  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Spain,  the  jnore  lively 
their  interest  in  the  welfare  of  a 
nation  which  has  distinguished  it- 
self by  so  many  virtues  at  all  pe- 
riods of  its  history,  the  more 
strongly  have  they  felt  the  neces- 
sity of  adopting  the  measures  on 
which  they  have  decided,  Bxad 
which  they  shall  kliow  how  to 
mamtaih. 

*•  The  preceding  view  will  give 
you  the  conviction  that  the  Mo- 


narc&s  in  their  last  negotiations 
have  not  departed  from  the  princi^^ 
pies  to  which  they  have  remained 
unalterably  faithful,  in  all  the 
great  (Juestibns  relative  to  order 
and  preservation,  to  wMch  the 
events  of  cur  times  have  given 
such'  great  importance.  Their 
union,  essentially  fbmided  on  these 
principles,  fostering  its  early  cha- 
racter, obtains  from  one  period  to 
another  more  ioldity  and  ertergy. 
It  >^ould  be  superfluous  feither  to 
defend  their  upright  and  benevolent 
intentions  against  unworthy  caliim- 
nies,  which  are  daily  refuted  by 
notorious  facts.  All  Europe  must 
at  length  acknowledge  that  the 
system  pursued  by  the  Monarchs 
is  in  the  most  perfi^ct  barftiony 
with  the  well  understood  iiiterests 
of  the  people,  as  well  a$  with  the 
independence  and  strength  of  the 
Governments.  They  recdgnize  no 
enemies  but  those  who  conspire 
against  the  legal  authority  of  the 
one,  and  the  simplicity  of  the 
others,  to  plunge  both  into  one 
common  abyss  of  destruction.  The 
wishes  of  the  Monarchs  are  direct- 
ed to  peace  alone ;  but  this  peace, 
though  fully  established  between 
the  Powers,  cannot  diffuse  its  bless* 
logs  on  society,  as  long  as-  the 
f^irmentation  is  kept  up,  which  in 
more  than  one  country  inflames 
people's  minds  by  the  perfidious 
arts  bf  persuasion,  and  the  crimi- 
nal efforts  of  a  faction  which  aims 
only  at  revolution  and  destruction : 
so  long  as  the  heads  and  iiistru- 
ments  of  this  faction  (whether 
they  openly  take  the  fibld  against 
thrones  and  existing  institutions, 
or  whether  they  brood  on  their 
hostile  plans  in  the  dark,  prepare 
plots,  and  poison  public  opinion) 
shall  not  cease  to  torment  the  na- 
tions 
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tsons  with  discouraging  and  -iying 
i^epresentations  of  the  present,  and 
fictitious  apprehensions  of  the  fo* 
ture.  The  wisest  measures  o(  the 
Governments  cannot  prosper,  the 
best  meant  plans  of  improvenLent 
cannot  succeed,  confidence  cannot 
return,  till  those  promoters  of  the 
most  odious  purposes  shall  have 
sunk  into  utter  impotency;  and  the 
Monarchs  will  not  believe  that 
they  have  accomplished  their  great 
work,  till  they  shall  have  de- 
prived them  of  the  arms  with 
which  they  may  threaten  the  re- 
pose of  the  world. 

*'  In  communicating  to  the  Ca- 
binet to  which  yon  are  accredited, 
the  facts  and  declarations  which 
are  contained  in  the  present  docu- 
ment, you  will  at  the  same  time 
call  to  mind  what  the  Monarchs 
consider  as  the  indispensable  con- 
dition of  the  fulfilment  of  their 
benevolent  wishes.  To  ensure  to 
Europe  not  only  the  peace  which 
it  enjoys  under  the  protection  of 
treaties,  but  also  that  sense  of 
internal  repose  and  durable  secu- 
rity without  which  no  real  happi- 
ness can  exist  for  nations,  they 
must  calculate  on  the  faithful  and 
persevering  co- operation  of  all  the 
Governments.  They  here  call  on 
them  for  this  co-operation  in  the 
name  of  their  own  highest  inter- 
ests, in  the  name  of  social  order, 
the  preservation  of  which  is  at 
stake,  in  tlie  name  of  future  gene- 
rations. May  they  be  all  pene- 
trated with  the  great  truth,  that 
the  power  confided  to  their  hands 
is  a  sacred  trust,  for  which  they 
are  accountable  to  the  people  and 
to  their  posterity;  and  they  expose 
themselves  to  a  serious  responsi- 
bihty,  when  they  fall  into  errors, 
or  listen  to  counsels^  which  would 
sooner  or  later  deprive  them  of  the 


posnbilfty  at  pro&tmg  tli^ir  sub- 
jects from  the  ruin  which  they  had 
themeelves  prepq^red  hr  them. 
The  Moficurchs  have  the  confidence 
that  they  shall  every  where  find 
true  allies  in  those  who  are  invest- 
ed with  the  fltapreme  authority, 
under  whatever  forms  it  may  be — 
allies,  who  do  homage  not  merely 
to  the  letter  and  the  positive  pre- 
cepts '  of  the  conventions  which 
form  the  basis  of  the  present  Eu- 
ropean system,  but  also  to  their 
spirit  and  principles;  and  they 
flatter  themselves  that  the  words 
here  spoken  will  be  received  as  a 
new  confirmation  of  their  firm  and 
unalterable  resolution  to  consecrate 
all  the  means  intrusted  to  them  by 
Providence  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  Europe. 


AgrkuUural  Distress  in  Scotland, 
A  number  of  counties  in  Scot- 
land (Argyll,  Banff,  Caithness, 
Cromarty,  Dumbarton,  Elgin,  Fife, 
Furfar,  Lanark,  Mid-Lothian,  Ren- 
frew, Sutherland,  and  Wigton)  had 
appointed  committees  to  meet  at 
fklinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  agricultural  dis- 
tresses of  the  country,  and  the 
means  of  reUeving  them ;  and  a 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee 
was  held  at  the  Waterloo  Hotel, 
on  Monday,  the  2dd  of  December, 
18£2,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John 
Sinclair,  Bart,  in  the  chair,  when 
he  laid  before  that  committee,  a 
report  drawn  up  by  a  sub-com- 
mittee, appointed  by  a  former  ge* 
neral  meeting  on  the  16th  of  De^ 
cember,  which  consisted  of  the 
following  members  :-*The  Earl  of 
Hoseberry,  Lord  Belhaven,  Sir 
Henry  Steuart,  Bart  of  Allauton, 
John  Vans  Agnew,  Esq.  of  Sbeu- 
chan,  Gilbert  I^ing  Meason,  Esq. 
of   Linderris,   George    Robertson 

Soott, 


PUBLIC    PAPERS. 


481 


Soolt^  Eiq.  of  Beoholjd^  Sir  J<ibii 
Sioelur,  BarUy  Chftinoaii.  * 

After  some  ditciiision,  tbc  fol- 
lowing  Report  was  unanimously 
approved,  of: 

EBPOET. 

The  Sub-ComoDittoe  beg  leave 
to  axprees  the  opinions  tbey  have 
formed,  on  the  important  subject 
relerred  to  them,  in  the  following 
order:— 

1.  That  one  great  cause  of  the 
present  agricultural  distress  arises 
fcpm  the  rapid  alterations  that 
took  place  in  Uie  currency,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  act  69  Geu.  III. 
c.  49,  which  has  increased  the  real 
value  of  all  money  payments,  ren- 
dered the  prices  oi  all  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  disproportiunally 
low,  and  occasioned  a  want  of  suf- 
ficient circulating  medium  in  the 
country;  thereby  augmenting,  to 
a  great  degree,  the  heavy  pressure 
of  taxation,  and  of  other  burdens 
affecting  those  classes  who  are  now 
suffering;  and  hence  that  many 
persons,  who  have  entered  into 
money  engagements,  are  involved 
in  obligations  which  they  cannot 
fulfil  without  ruin  to  themselves 
and  their  families. 

2.  That  if  the  provision  of  the 
said  act  (59  Geo.  111.  c.  49)»  by 
which  ''  all  the  restrictions  on  pay- 
ments in  cash  shall  finally  cease 
and  determine  on  the  1st  of  May, 
IS2S/*  be  carried  into  effect,  it  is 
likely  greatly  to  aggravate  tbe  se- 
vere distress  now  existing;  and 
that  Parliament,  therefore,  should 
be  petitioned  to  direct  their  earliest 
attention  to  that  enactment- 

3.  That  the  hardships  and  dis- 
advantages resulting  from  the  sud- 
den alteration  in  the  currency  be- 
fore mentioned,  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee to  have  been  considerably 
increased  by  the  concgjrent  ope- 


ration  of  the  coinage  act  {56  Geo. 
III.  c.  €8),  by  whichy  in  conse- 
(|uence  of  the  regulations  for  the 
nlver  coinage,  gold  is  made  the 
sole  legal  tender  for  payments  ex- 
cept to  tbe  amount  of  40«. 

4.  That  a  remission  of  taxation, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
public  safety  and  interestSi  and  with 
the  preservation  of  the  national 
faith;  and  (where  practicable)  the 
substitution  of  taxes  which  would 
press  more  equally  upon  the  whole 
community,  in  the  room  of  some 
which  are  severely  felt  by  those 
whose  incomes  (now  greatly  re- 
duced) are  derived  from  land,  would 
be  a  great  source  of  relief. 

5*  That  it  would  be  very  desira- 
ble to, have  country  banks  esta- 
blished in  England  and  Ireland, 
on  principle  similar  to  those  adopt- 
ed in  Scotland,  which,  by  aug- 
menting the  circulation,  and  pla- 
cing it  on  a  footing  of  security, 
would  confer  an  essential  benefit 
upon  every  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, whose  interests  are  now  so 
closi^ly  combined. 

6.  That  although  tbe  Committee 
do  not  venture  to  recommend,  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  country, 
that  any  fresh  provisions  should  be 
introduced  into  the  corn  laws,  as 
now  established,  they  are  of  opi- 
nion that  the  permission  to  ware- 
house foreign  griuu  in  this  kingdom 
has  an  effect  very  prejudicial  to  the 
wholesome  and  intended  operation 
of  those  laws. 

7.  That  by  improvements  in  the 
distillery  laws,  an  adequate  reduc* 
tionof  the  dut>  on  spirits,  and  more 
freedom  to  the  trade,  a  much  larger 
consumption  of  grain  would  take 
place  than  at  present — the  revenue 
would  be  increased — a  better  qua- 
lity of  spirits  made — and  the  frau- 
dulent practices  which  now  accom- 
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panj  distiilfttioO)  with  tbeir  d«k 
moraliziDg  effects*  would  be  pr&« 
vented  or  diminifihed ;  and  that  by 
adopting  also  a  better  syBtem  for 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  beer, 
the  consuttiption  of  that  article, 
and  consequently  of  barley ,  would 
be  greatly  increased* 

The  meeting  then  resolved — 
^'  That  a  copy  of  the  proceedings' 
of  this  day  be  transmitted  to  the 
convener  of  every  county  in  Scot- 
land, with  a  request  that  he  shall, 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  in  his 
power  of  calling  a  county  meeting, 
tp  take  the  same  into  its  imme- 
diate consideration." 

On  the  motion  of  Lotd  Sue* 
coth,  seconded  by  the  honoura- 
ble Lieutenant-general  Duff,  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted 
td  the  Sub^committee,  for  having 
cl^nducted  the  business  referred  to 
them  with  so  much  zeal,  prudence, 
and  ability. 

Upon  the  thanks  being  voted  to 
the  Chairman,  he  expressed  his 
great  satisfaction  that  the  business 
had  been  brought  to  so  happy  a 
conclusion,  and  his  full  conviction, 
if  the  proceedings  of  that  day  were 
acted  upon  energetically,  by  the 
counties  of  Scotland,  that  conse- 
quences highly  useful  to  the  coun- 
try at  large  might  be  confidently 
relied  on.  He  particularly  alluded 
to  the  plan  of  making  silver,  jointly 
with  gold,  a  legal  tender  by  means 
of  which  alone,  owing  to  the  low  ' 
price  of  silver  (4«.  \ld.  per  ounce) 
compared  to  its  Mint  price  (5s,  6d. 
per  ounce),  an  addition  would  be 
made,  at  the  rate  of  nearly  12  per 
cent,  to  the  prices  of  all  agricul- 
tural productions :  and  another 
niost  important  object,  an  increase 
of  circulation,  would  likewise  be 
obtained — for  tbe  issuers  of  paper 
money  would  be  enabled  to  main- 


tun  in  ciraiiatibD  a  lai^ger  asioiot,* 
wnen,  insUad  of  being  compelled 
to  pay  eKclasively  in  gold  at 
3/.  17«.  10c/*  per  ounce,  they  couki, 
in  their  option,  pay  in  stivef,  at 
the  rate  of  5«.  6  J.  per  ounce.  He 
added,  that  either  silver  alone,  or 
jointly  with  gold,  bad  been  a  legal 
tender  in  this  country  from  the- 
meet  ancient  periods  of  its  history, 
till  the  Bank  Restriction  and  the 
Coinage  Actof  1816,  when,  for  the 
first  time,  gold  was  made  exclo- 
slvely,  except  for  payments  under 
40».,  the  standard  of  value. 


Extracts  of  a  Detputch  frwn  tie 
Lord  lAeuttnant  of  Trtland  to 
Mr.  Secretary  Ftel^  dated  Dub* 
/m  Cdstkt  8M  ^prih  1S23,  wtA 
Copies  of  tke  EncloBures;  pre' 
stnted  to  both  Hotues  of  Fdr^ 
liament  by  comnumd  of  his  Mm- 
jtsty,  April  16,  1823. 
In  my  despatch,  under  date  the 
29th  January,  18123,  I  expressed 
ipy  expectation  (apparently  justi- 
fied by   the  improvement  which 
had  at  that  time  taken  place  in  the 
state  of  the  country)  of  a  gradual 
approach  towards  a  state  of  greater 
tranquillity  and  peace  in  the  south* 
ern  districts  lately  disturbed. 

Subsequent  events  have  disap* 
pointed  that  expectation,  and  darisg 
tbe  month  of  March  tbe  system  of 
outrage  has  been  pursued  in  parts 
of  the  province  of  Muo^r  with 
increased  activity  and  vigour,  and 
has  reached  other  parts  of  tbe 
country  which  had  been  nearly  ax- 
empt  &om  disturbance. 

The  earliest  information  con* 
veyed  to  n^e  of  any  considerable 
increase  of  outrage  in  Muoster, 
was  the  first  weekly  report  ia 
March  of  the  pojipe  magistrate  in 
the  county  of  Cork ;  from  vrhioh- 
if  ^a(>peared,  that  daring  thai  p*** 
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nod  fiv«  malicioiM  confiagradoiM 
•nd  twelfe  outrages  of  diifartBt 
deacriptaodf  bad  taken  plade  vitfain 
the  disUictcQinttiU^  tofais  charge. 
Fpofsi  ttibt.  pamd  td  tlw  poreseat 
time,  sQarcely  a  oighC  has  elapsed 
io  which  wichio  those  districts 
tptte  house  or  ptx>perty  has  not 
^en  destroyed  by  fi^,  or  in  tr hklr 
i^tteinpta  have  not  been  noade  by 
the  insurgents  to  enforce  the  penal- 
ties previously  denounced  against 
4U  those  who  resist  the  authority 
of  these  des|lerate  offenders. 
•  Kotwithatandini^  the  most  on- 
maiitting  exertions  on  the  part  of 
the  military  and  the  police  to  in- 
tercept those  by  whom  these  crimes 
are  committed,  few  persons  have 
been  apprehended.  Conflagrations 
are  so  easily  effected,  even  by  one 
skilful  offender,  and  the  system  oi 
terror  has  been  so  firmly  established 
on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
oif  these  districHs,  that  the  detection 
of  the  crime  is  become  a  matter  of 
ejitressedifict^.. 

Early  in  the  month  of  March, 
L4wd  Comhermere,  with  my  ap« 
pit>bation,  visited  the  principal 
military  stations  in  Munster,  and 
also  conferred  with  the  Magis« 
tratea  in  the  vicinity  of  Doneraile» 
and  in  the  disturbed  districts  in  that ' 
part  of  the  oouaty  of  Cork. 

At  his  Lordship's  suggestion, 
and  at  the  desire  of  the  Magia^ 
trates,  a  large  additional  force  of 
poliGe.(ttnder  the  new  act)  has  been 
stationed  in  that. country,  and  the 
military  force  has  been  distributed 
in  the  manner  best  calculated  to 
aid  the  restoration  of  order.. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me 
to  be  able  to  add,  thkt  the  greatest 
cordiality  subsists  between  the  mi- 
litary and  the  magistracy,  gentry, 
and  inhabitants,  and  that  Lord 
Cembermere  expresses  his  highest 


approbation  of  the  condition  and 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  troops  in 
Munster. 

In  Limdrick,  which  hied  been 
restored  to  tranquillity,  instances 
of  ^milar  crimes  have  latterly  apN^ 
peered;  and  parts  of  Ihe  county  of 
Clare  have  been  so  muoh  agitated 
as  to  require  the  applicatidn  of  the 
Insurrection  Act  to  two  of  the  bar* 
fonies  which  adjoin  the  county  of 
Limerick.  The  state  of  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  the  reason 
which  led  to  the  proclamation  of 
these  additional  baronies,  are  ex- 
plained in  the  annexed  extract  of 
a  letter  from  Sergeaet  Torrens, 
and  in  the  accompanying  com« 
munication  of  Major  Warburton, 
the  police  magistrate  for  the  county 
of  Clare. 

An  increased  spirit  6f  outragd 
has  at  the  same  time  been  mani- 
fested in  parts  of  the  county  of 
Westmeath,  and  the  Queen's  Coun- 
ty ;  and  upon  a  review  of  Xher^. 
ports  received  from  the  other  less 
agitated  counties  of  Ireland  (with 
the  exception  of  the  province  of 
Ulster  and  part  of  Connaught), 
crimes  of  an  insurrectionary  cha- 
racter appear  to  be  more  frequent. 

The  causes  of  the  sudden  in- 
crease of  this  description  of  erims 
have  not  been  sufficiently  de- 
veloped to  enable  me  to  furnish 
you  with  any  determined  judgment 
on  that  most  interesting  point. 

-The  present  mischief  has  been 
attributed  to  the  greater  maturity 
of  that  system  of  combination  for 
the  destruction  of  property  which 
has  so  long  prevailed  in  Ireland ; 
a  temporary  caiiise  is  stated  to  be 
the  general  expiration  of  leaaes, 
which  occurs  at  this  period  of  the 
year,  and  which  usually  lead/}  to 
acts  of  disturbance  (if  not  of  a 
more  destructive  character)  against 
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those  who  occupy  the  farms  frooi 
which  previous  tenants  have  been 
ejected. 

In  the  mean  while  1  am  con- 
vinced that  the  wisdom  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Groveraroent,  and  of  Par- 
liament, will  not  delay  the  renewal 
of  the  Insurrection  Act.  It  is  a 
painful  but  undeniable  truth,  that 
the  mere  circumstance  of  the  nn- 
avoidable  delay  in  the  renewal  of 
that  law,  has  been  •  converted  by 
the  secret  instigators  of  confusion 
into  an  encouragement  to  the  de- 
luded populace  of  the  South,  who 
have  been  taught  to  believe  that 
the  law  will  not  be  renewed ;  and 
tbat  its  restraints  will  no  longer  be 
opposed  to  the  progress  of  their 
crimes. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Sergeant 
Torrent^  dated  Litnerick,  March 
28,  18«S. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state, 
that  within  the  last  three  weeks, 
frequent  nightly  burnings  of  bouses, 
cattle,  and  haggards,  have  taken 
place  in  this  county,  and  parti- 
cularly within  the  liberties  of  the 
city ;  and  the  state  of  tranquillity 
which  this  district  enjoyed  (com- 
paratively) during  the  winter,  has 
been  much  interrupted.  The  in- 
surgents appear  to  proceed  upon 
an  organized  system  of  exciting 
terror,  and  preventing  any  trans- 
fer of  property  disagreeable  to 
themselves  by  means  of  conflagra- 
tion ;  and  I  now  feel  it  necessary 
strictly  to  put  in  force,  as  the  only 
means  of  counteracting  their  de- 
signsi  the  provMens  of  the  act 
against  persoaaapprehended  abroad 
at  night,  or  n^  found  within  their 
dwellings.  On  this  principle  there 
have  been  already  some  aseful  con- 
victions, atid  in  &ree  cases  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the 


persona  who  were  aetually  coo^ 
cemed  in  die  outrages  have  beeo 
punished*  •  The  oonvictlon  oo 
Thorsday  in  the  City  Court  of  a 
person  of  the  name  of  Halloran, 
ft  notorious  leader  among  the  dis- 
affected, will,  I  trust,  be  attended 
with  good  results.  I  beg  to  con- 
yey  through  you.  Sir,  my  opinion 
to  his  Excellency,  that  I  consider 
it  of  material  consequence  to  the 
peace  of  the  country  that  the  bill 
for  the  continuing  dbe  Insurrection 
Act  should  be  brought  into  the 
boose  at  an  early  period  of  the 
Session.  I  am  persuaded  the  cer« 
tainty  that  the  act  was  to  be  con- 
tinued, would  have  considerable  ef- 
fect in  disconcerting  the  plansof  the 
disaffected,  and  giving  confidenoe 
to  the  loyal ;  and  I  know  that  the 
period  of  the  Session,  to  which  the 
discussion  of  the  measure  was  post- 
poned last  year,  was  injurious. 

I  had  intended  to  have  addressed 
some  observations  to  his  Excel- 
lency on  4he  necessity  of  oontinu- 
ing  the  bill  for  another  year,  even 
if  the  country  had  remained  rea- 
sonably tranquil;  but  the  occur- 
rences which  have  taken  place 
since  I  had  an  interview  with  bis 
Excellency,  put  all  discussion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  its  re-enactm«it 
out  of  the  question,  and  make  it,  in 
my  judgment,  imperative  to  re- 
enact  the  law,  and  that  speedily. 

The  want  of  troops,  which  was 
felt  BO  much  during  the  winter, 
prevents  the  supply  of  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  for  patrols,  which 
are  peculiarly  necessary  at  this 
crisis, 

LitnerUk,  March  IS.lBftS. 
My  dear  Sir, — It  occurs  to  me 
that  it  might  be  agreeable  to  vou 
that  I  should  address  you  by  let- 
ter, notwithstanding  our  personal 
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tfrnferenoe  on  tlie  aufeject  of  the 
<li8tiniMU)ces  in  the  eoun  ty  of  Clare ; 
and  I  sfaall  cotnm()iice  with  tbe 
expression  of  mj  deep  regret,  that 
it  ftbould  be  necessary  to  make  the 
representation  whidi  I  have  done 
to  hk  Excelleycv  the  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant,  or  that  I  should  be  forced 
to  admit  the  opinion  that  it  was 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  Insurrec- 
tion Act. 

It  has  been  my  pride,  that  al- 
though in  the  midst  of  surrounding 
disturbance  for  a  considerable  pe- 
riod, I  had  hitherto  been  able  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  my  district, 
without  resorting  to  a  measure 
which  I  know  the  constitutional 
feeling  of  his  Excellency  has  a  re- 
jragnance  to,  unless  where  it  ap- 
pears to  be  called  for  by  imperious 
necessity. 

I  shall,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
detail  to  you  my  motives  for  form- 
ing an  opinion  on  the  necessity  of 
the  measure,  and  also  the  mode  of 
proceeding  previous  to  the  memo- 
rial being  sent  up  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  the 
various  outrages  which  have  oo» 
curred,  and  which  you  have  seen 
the  disposition  to.  i  shall  only  ob- 
serve, that  another  burning,  on  the 
same  system,  was  perpetrated  last 
night,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Six 
Mile  Bridge,  and  Barony  of  Bun- 
ratty.  The  occupying  tenant  of 
a  farm  had  given  his  holding  up  to 
Colonel  O'Brien,  and  he  sent  a 
man  in  bis  employment  to  occupy 
tbe  house,  on  yesterday  evening; 
and  in  abo^it  three  hours  afterwards 
the  house  was  set  on  fire  and  con- 
sumed :  the  family  fortunately  es- 
caped. My  police  and  a  party  of 
tbe  9Sd  regiment  arrived  there  al- 
most immediately ;  they  could  not 
see    any  person,  nor   could  they 


save  the  premises.  You  are  aware 
that  tbe  North  Liberties  of  Li- 
merick adjoin  that  part  of  the 
county  of  Clare  where  these  out- 
rages have  occurred;  and  they 
have  been  comparatively  quiet 
since  they  have  been  proclaimed: 
there  is  no  boundary  but  the  legal 
one  between  thoee  places ;  and  as 
every  exertion  has  been  made  to 
preserve  tranquillity  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, without  effect*  I  am  in- 
duced  to  think  that  tbe  only  means 
left  is  to  adopt  this  painful  alterna- 
tive. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  the  con- 
stabulary bill  has  not  been  tried  ? 
And  to  this  I  answer,  and   may 
with  confidence  say,  that  no  new 
force  of  police  could  be  so  efficient 
as  those  now  in  that  county ;  their 
efficiency  will,  I  am  sure,  be  ac- 
knowledged by  every  gentleman  in 
the  county ;  and   consequently,  if 
they  could  not  succeed,  it  is  scarce* 
ly  possible  that  others  could  be  ex- 
pected to  do  so.     As  I  am  exceed- 
ing anxious    that  every  possible 
latitude  should  be  given  to  discus- 
sion un  this  subject  in  the  county, 
I  went  to  the  Grand  Jury-room  im- 
mediately on  their  being  sworn,  and 
stated  to  them  the  situation  ef  that 
district :  I  told  them  that  my  ob- 
ject   in  doing  so   was   that  they 
might,  whilst  the  county  was  as- 
sembled at  assizes,  make  every  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  county, 
and  consider  what  could  be  done  to 
restore    order.     Tbey    agreed    to 
have  a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Jury 
and  Magistrates  on  the  Wednes- 
day following,  and  to  consider  the 
matter  again.     On  that  day  there 
was  a  very  considerable  discussion, 
and  it  was  then  res<dved  to  give  tbe 
legal  notice  for  a  meeting  to  me- 
morial the   Lord   Lieutenant.      I 
must  observe,  that  there  was  very 

great 
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fpmt  WHnllvigqeas  iiideed  qu  tbe 
^art  of  the  inagistrates  to  arrive  ^l 
the  conclusion ;  and  tbaj^  on  their 
part,  as  w^U  as  my  own,  evory 
tbiog  ha«  been  done  to  warn  the 
:peaaanlry  .of  the  consequence  of 
:their  persevering  in  o^trag^  Se^ 
veral  oicetioge  took  places  and  prinl- 
ikI  notices  were  posted  up,  to  assure 
Iheoi  that  tbe  magistrates  would 
only  be  driven  to  this  ipeasure  by 
4heir  illegal  prooeedings. 

io  the  interval  ^uce  tbe  cne- 
^norial.woQt  up,  and  the  absence 
of  any  outrage  until  last  night,  I 
Jiras  still  anaious  at  least  for  post- 
piMSieiDeot;  and  I  asked  two  or 
Ibree  respecUble  and  intelligent 
magistrates  con6dentially,  if  they 
thought  we  might  try  to  get  on 
.without  the  proclatnation ;  but 
their  opinion  was  decidedly  that 
Ahey  feared  the  peoplo  would  think 
2Ve  were  trifling  with  theiii>  and 
as  we  had  so  repeatedly  cautioned 
tbea)^  and  they  Btill  persevered  ip 
4e&ance  of  our  forbearance,  they 
wight  tbink  that  tbere  was  soii^e 
cause  for  the  refusal :  in  truth,  the 
PDly  difference  of  opinion  pn  tbe 
eubjeet  was.  as  .to  the  boundary  of 
Ihe  procbuu)ed  district.  I  aoo 
MiKious  to  detail  to  you,  by  letter, 
the  leading  circumstances  of  our 
proceedyuigs^  in  order  tlmt  you  may 
estimate  how  far  tbey  are  consis- 
tent with  my  view  of  tbe  case. 

I  fear  yqu  will  think  1  have  been 
too  prolix ;  but  on  a  sulject  which 
1  know  tbe  Loiyl  Lieutei^nt  &els 
of  diB^p  importance,  I  thipk itbet* 
ter  to  err  on  the  side  of  detail,  than 
of  conciseness*  1  wiU  only  add* 
that  I  approach  tbis  subject  with 
feelings  of  great  coc^ero,  and  1 
Irast  his  J^xcel^ency  will  opt  sup* 
poid  that  I  would  either  rela« 
in  any  effort  (o  aveit  it,  .or  tbat 
I  would  uiht  an  .opinion  that  (: 


did  ftot  feel  I  hs(4  grpande  for  d#- 
ing,  on  tbe  most  an^iis  an4  deli- 
berate consideration. 
(Signed)  Geo.Wab^uhtoii,  C.  M' 

Lord  HoU«n4's  Protest. 

After  the  debate  and  division,  m 
the  House  of  Lords  on  the  23d  pf 
Aprils  several  Peers  who  bad  voted 
.  in  the  nainority  signed  a  di4HiUk»if 
and  Lord  Holland  entered  the  fol- 
lowing protest  to  tbe  reaction  of 
Lord  £llenborougb's  motion : — 

1st.  3e€ause  it  appears  that  we 
have  been  bai]9ed  in  all  ^ur  en- 
deavours, deceived  by  some  «iid 
disregarded  by  otber  of  pur  Al- 
lies, and  tbat  the  influence  of 
.Great  Britain  on  the  Contineat  h«i 
declined  to  a  degDee  inconsistent 
with  tbe  vaunted  ascendancy  of  our 
Councils  at  the  general  pacification 
of  Europe,  as  weU  as  hnmiliating 
to  the  feelings  aad  ii^iu*ious  la  the 
interests  of  the  coutitry. 

2dly,  Becauae  tbe.  faikre  of  our 
endeavours  to  prevent  a  cooUne^- 
tal  war,  is  to  he  traced  to  error 
in  judgment  and  want  of  firmneas 
in  the  negotiation.  Those  objec- 
tions to  the  designs  of  France, 
which  a  friendly  aA^iety  for  the 
independence  pf  .  P<>rtugal  should 
have  suggested,  and  which  adiaa 
regard  for  our  own  welfare  mi 
even  safety  should  have  ^eited* 
were  either  studiously  .eoac^led  or 
p^siUanimously  soflbened  down  du-?^ 
ring  the  whole  diecpssioq.  Our 
pegqtiatora  were  tender  tp  the  ag^ 
gressors, .  distant,  oold,  a^d  evea 
unjust  to  the  aggrieved,  feeble  in 
their  remonstiances  against  the  ioi^ 
(juity,  earnest  ii|  their  represen-' 
tatioDs  of  the  ioe^pedienc;^  and 
danger  of  tbe  meditated  war^  as  iC 
the  honour  of  the  bmise  of  3q«rhQib 
and  tbe  prosper!^  of  France^,  weiw 
the^x^lueive  pl^ects  of  an  i^liel^ 
minister's 
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tmktssft  tblicitiide;  and  the  ba* 
•laace  of  poWer,  the  protection  of 
allies,  and  even  tbd    intereata  of 
Great  .Britain    heraeli^  were   but 
'«econdttry  conaideratidns. 
-     9dly.  Because  it  was  iof onaia- 
tent  with  our  pcofeaaed  disapproba- 
tion of  i]iterf(toen€«,  derogatory  to 
the  character  of  impartial  media- 
4ors,  and  unfriendly  to  Spain,  to 
suggest  any  alterations  in  her  in- 
ternal government,  with  a  view  of 
.allaying  the   fears  or  saving  the 
honour    of    France.       Moreover, 
those  suggestions,     highly  objec- 
tionable in  principle,  held  out  no 
certain   prospect  of  advantage  to 
Spain.     It  doeanot  appear  that  we 
were  ever  authorised  to  assure  her, 
ihat  on  the  adoption  of  the  modi- 
.lications  we  recomniended,  France 
.would  desist  from  further  demands, 
.and  disband  the  army  on.  bar  fron- 
tifra;  on  the  other  hand,  we  were 
.not  )>repared  to  enter  into  any  en- 
.gagements   for  the   protection    of 
S^paioy  if  her  coasent  to  the  altem- 
lious  in  her  oonatitutioo  so  suggest- 
ed by  us  bad  proved  insufficient  to 
avert  the  hostility  of  France. 

4thly.  Because  if  Spain  had  been 
inclined  to  adopt  the  suggested 
modifiaationsy  aa  iaiprov^meots,  in 
her  constitution,  and  could  she 
have  done  so  with  honour  after  the 
'  menacing  language  and  condnct  of 
foreign  P6wetsbn  tbUt  sabject,  yet 
it  was  notorious  ^at  other  and  se« 
rious, obstacles  stood  in  the  way  of 
any  such  ai^tment.  Her  laws 
forbade  any  proposal  of  innovation 
on  the  constitution  of  1&12,  ibro 
^n^riod  of  time  which  has  not  ydt 
elapsed  ;  and  thd  members  of  her 
Government  had  taken  an  oath  I9 
.abide  by  that  injunction*  Pru- 
aeace, stberefore,  as  wdlaa  ifeligiop 
and  pni|itiple,..deurred  them  from 
.complyiog'  witb  oiic  ili-linrtd  and 


ofiioioua.  advire*  ^A  Gd^eoimeirt 
engaged  in  the  great  worh  of  re- 
storing and  consolidating:  the  an- 
ciept  liberties  of  its  people^  could 
not  vioiate  a  recent  and  fundamen- 
tal laWf  without  staking  tha  con- 
fidence of  mankind  in  the  stabili^ 
of  its  institution,  and  whhout  fur- 
nishing at  a  moment  of  much  ir- 
ritation and  some  civil  disturb- 
ances, new  grounds  for  distrust  and 
suspicion,  and  fresh  motives  for  di- 
vision and  disunion* 

5thly.  Because  a  Arm  determi- 
nation on  tbe  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Governnoent  to  resist  all 
hostile  ^  aggression  against  Spain, 
and  an  early  and  manly  avowai  Of 
such  determination,  would,  in  ail 
prohabihty,  have  counteracted  that 
odious  defiance  of  pnblic  law  which 
a  great  Northern  Power  is  so  for- 
ward to  profess,  and  so  anxious  to 
inculcate,  and  might  have- diverted 
the  French  King  from  those  ini- 
quitous and  ambitious  projects 
which  the  course  pursued  by  ottr 
Ministers  has  not  prevailed  upon 
him  to.  abandon. 

6thly,  and  lastly.  Because  the 
neutrality  of  England  during  a  con- 
test between  France  and  Spain  must 
be  extremely  precarious.  Should 
France  prove  .successful,  events 
would  ensue  which -would  either 
involve  us  in  immediate  hostili- 
ties, or  materially  impair  the 
sources  of  our  prosperity  in  peace  : 
the  revival  ci  the  family  com- 
pact; the  exclusion  of  oor  ooid- 
meice  from  ali  tbe  posfcesstoris  of 
both  the  branches  of  tbe  House  of 
Bourbon ;  tbe  expuSure  ^)f  Portu- 
gal to  menace,  invasion,  and  sub- 
.jogation;  the  expedition  of*  com- 
bined armaments  for  tbe  recovery 
of  South  America ;  and  the  military 
ascendartcy  of  FriinCe,  on  those 
very  ociasta  iroia  which  tbe  most 
vulnerable 
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vuloemble  parts  of  our  empire  are 
^ccesfiible. 

On  the  other  hand»  should  Spain, 
by  the  nature  of  the  war,  be  pro- 
voked to  comniit  acta  of  violence 
and  outrage  within. her  own  ter- 
ritories, and  to  engage  in  a  species 
of  Warfare  fully  authorised  by  the 
law  o(  self-preservation,  but  pe- 
culfarly  obnoxious  at  ibis  moment 
to  the  other.  Powers  of  the  Cooti- 
iient— via.  the  encouragement  of 
insurrections  and  revolution  in 
France— we  are  not  so  blind  to  the 
lessons  of  experience,  as  not  to  ap- 
prehend that  compassion  for  indi« 
viduals^  and  .  participation  in  the 
fears  of  other  States,  may  again, 
in  spite  of  our  intended  neutrality, 
involve  us  (as  it  has  done  before) 
ih  an  extensive  war  of  opinion,  alike 
i^pugnant  to  the  principles  of  our 
constitutional  government  and  to 
every  maxim  of  ancient  English 
policy. 

Even  if  those  dangers  be  avoided, 
a  protracted  warfare  between  two 
maritime  powers^  possessing  such 
an  extent  of  coast  as  France  and 
Spain,  will  expose  our  merchants 
to  innumerable  vexations  and  in- 
juries, which  in  all  probability  must 
sooner  or  later  embroil  us  with  one 
of  the  belligerenU. 

The  Dtike  of  Buckingham  and 

Farmer  Delicr. 
The  following   petition    to  the 
.  Flouse  of  Commons  was  ordered  to 
be  printed  on  the  24th  of  April : — 
*^  To  the  lioBounible  the  Com- 
mons of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  az^d  Ireland, 
in  Parliament  asflembled, 
' .    The  petition  of  Richard  Deller, 
farmer,  of  the  parish  of  Easton, 
in  the  county  of  Hants,  com- 
plaining of  the  conduct  jof  three 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  the  Duke 


of  Buckingham,  the   Reveread 

Kobert  Wrigbt,aiidibe  Rcveraod 

Edmund  Poulter, 

**  Most  humbly  sheweth, 

*'  That  the  hxm  occiipied>  by 
your  petitioner  in  t^e  parish  afore- 
said, is  bounded  in  some  parts  by 
lands  of  the  Duke  of  Buckiogbam; 
and  that  the  geme  preserved  by  tbe 
Duke  does  yom-  peUtioneran  iojaiy 
yearly  to  the  amount  of  from 
thirty  to  sixty  pounds. 

"  That  on  tbe  19th  of  Febraary, 
and  on  the  6th  of  March  last,  yoor 
petitioner  was  out  on  his  farm, 
with  a  party  of  bis  friends  (to 
whom  the  greyhounds.  belongcNi) 
coursing  hares,  having  fall  liberty 
from  his  own  landlord  toaport  on 
tbe  farm;  that  infomiations  were 
laid  against  him  by  a  gamekeeper 
of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ; 
that  as  to  ike  first  day,  your  pe* 
titioner  proved  the  owner  of  tbe 
dogs  to  be  qualified,  and  that  there- 
fore no  penalty  lay  against  bim; 
that  as  to  the  second  day,  your  pe- 
titioner was  summoned  to  appesr 
before  a  Juatice  of  the  Peace,  and, 
to  tbe  great  surprise  of  your  pe- 
titioner, this  Justice  of  the  Peace 
was  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  him- 
self, who  summoned  your  peti- 
tioner to  appear  before  bam,  at  bis 
house  at  Avington,  in  tbe  said 
county. 

''That  thus,  J«>hn  Roberts,  a 
gamekeeper  and  a  servant  of  tbe 
Duke,  stood  as  infi^rmer,  ^ 
George  White,  another  gam»" 
keeper,  and  servant  to  the  Duke, 
stood  as  witness ;  and  the  Dttk« 
himself,  the  employer  of  that  in- 
former mid  of  that  witness,  sat  as 
judge. 

"  That  your  petitioner  thos  ap- 
peared before  this  singular  tribasM 
on  tbe  first  day  of  thia  pr^^ 
montk4)f  April  $  that  the  day  be» 
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fore  t  compromise  wa»  offered  to 
3four  potiuontr,  in  «be  DukeVname, 
by  his  steward;  that  this  com- 
promiso  was  not  accepted,  because 
the  Duke  would  not  agree  to  pay 
for  the  damage  that  might  be  dione 
to  your  petitioner  by  his  game. 

••  That,  when  your  petitioner 
went  to  answer  the  summonsi  he 
took  a  friend  with  him  to  be  wit* 
nees  of  what  might  pass ;  Uiat  the 
Duke  would  not  permit  this  friend 
to  enter  the  room  until  the  said 
friend  had  declared  that  he  was 
neither  barrister  nor  attorney; 
that  the  Duke  hsd  with  him  an 
attorney  named  Woodham;  that 
your  petitioner  wished  his  firiend 
to  write  down  an  account  of  what 
pasaed ;  but  that  the  Duke  forbade 
him  to  do  it 

**  That  your  petitioner  could 
have  brought  witnesses  to  prove 
tkat  he  oagbt  not  to  pay  the 
penalty  for  which  he  was  prose- 
cuted ;  that  he  demanded  to  hav^ 
such  witnesses  examined ;  but  that 
the  Duke  refused  to  suffbr  him  to 
call  such  witnesses,  unless  he  would 
state  beforehand  what  questions 
he  meant  to  put  to  such  witnesses ; 
that  your  pedti«>ner  refused  to  do 
this;  and  that  therefore  the  said 
witnesses  were  not  called. 

**  That  upon  your  petitioner's  en- 
tering the  room  where  the  Duke 
was  sitting  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
he  was,  before  any  proceedings  had 
taken-jplaee,  told  by  the  said  Duke, 
that  if  he  ottered  one  impertinent 
word,  there  was  a  constable  in  the 
room  to  take  him  to  *  jail  or  to  the 
stocks.' 

**  That,  thus  threatened  in  this 
manner  at  the  outset,  deprived  of 
the  evidence  that  he  could  have 
called,  if  he  had  been  free  so  to  do, 
he  was,  by  this  said  Duke,  sitting 
as  Justtee  of  ths  Peace  to  decide 


on  an  information  laid  by  his  own 
servant,  and  that,  too,  after  this 
Jostice's  steward  had  ofibred  a  com- 
promise t»  yoar  petitioner;  thus, 
under  these  circumstances,  was 
your  petitioner  convicted  in  the 
penalty  of  five  pounds,  for  being 
in  pursuit  of  hares  on  his  own 
farm,  on  which  these  hares  feed, 
and  where  they  do  faim  damage 
yearly  to  the  amount  of  from  thirty 
to  sixty  pounds  ;  and  this,  too, 
while  your  petitioner  has  to  pay  a 
part  of  those  county-rates  and  those 
poor*rate8  which  are  occasioned  by 
the  prosecutions  and  punishments 
for  the  preservation  of  game. 

**  That  your  humble  petitioner 
has  heard  much  talk  about  the  li- 
berty and  property  of  Englishmen  ; 
but  that,  to  his  plaiu  understanding, 
a  state  of  slavery  so  complete  as 
that  in  which  he  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  live,  cannot  be  found  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world ;  for, 
though  the  ingenuity  and  caprices 
of  tyranny  are  infinite,  he  believes 
that,  in  the  utmost  wantonness  of 
its  insolence,  it  never  before  com- 
pelled a  man  to  pay  rates  for  the 
preservation  of  animals  that  ate  up 
his  crops ;  to  do  this  because  those 
animals  afforded  sport ;  and  to  sub- 
mit to  punishment  for  attempting 
to  partake  in  that  sport. 

'*  That,  while  your  petitioner 
was  thus  treated  by  a  Duke  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  two  Parson  Justices 
treated  him  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— 

<*  That,  on  the  10th  of  this  in- 
stant month  of  April,  a  servant  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  having 
three  dogs  with  him,  entered  the 
lands  df  yoar  petitioner;  that  your 
petitioner  demanded  his  name, 
which  he  refosed  to  give,  and  re- 
fBsed  to  give  any  account  of  him- 
self whatever  \  that  your  petitioner 

told 
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told  him,  tfaat«  fm\eu  he  told  his 
name,  he  would  take  him  before  a 
Magistrate ;  that  he  still  refused  ; 
that  your  petitioner  then  took  him 
by  force,  aud  conducted  him  to  the 
house  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Wright, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  at  Itchen 
Abbas,  about  two  miles  from  the 
spot  where  the  trespasser  was 
seized ;  that  tlie  said  Rev.  Robert 
Wright  refused  to  hear  tlie  com- 
plaint of  your  petitioner,  saying 
that  he  would  not  hear  it  till  the 
next  day,  and  then  at  Wiuchester, 
where  his  clerk  was;  that  your 
petitioner  went  the  next  day  to 
Winchester,  and  that  then,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Wright  still  refused 
to  hear  your  petitioner,  and  told 
him  that  he  must  come  to  the 
Bench  at  Winchester  the  next  day  ; 
that  your  petitioner  went  to  the 
Bench,  where  the  Reverend  Ed- 
mund Poulter  presided,  and  where 
were  present  the  said  Reverend 
Hobert  Wright  and  Mr.  William 
Neville ;  that  your  petitioner  now 
found  that  he  was  to  be  treated  as 
a  criminal  instead  of  an  injured 
party;  that  the  servant  of  the 
Duke  was  permitted  by  these  Jus- 
tices to  swear  an  assault  against 
your  petitioner^  and  your  petitapner 
was  actually  bound  over  according- 
ly ;  that  your  petitioner  remon- 
strated against  thiSf  and  appealed 
to  the  act  of  Parliament,  passed  in 
the  first  year  of  the  present  Kipg's 
reign,  and  being  the  56tb  cha|»ter 
of  that  year  ;  that  your  petitioner 
showed  the  said  Justices  that,  agree- 
ably to  the  third  section  of  that 
act,  he  was  fully  anthorifled  to 
seize  the  said  servantf  and  to  take 
him  before  a  JoBtice;  that,  not*- 
withstanding  this,  the  said  Justices 
^compelled  your  petitioner  to  enter 
into  recognizances  as  aforesaid,  on 
pain  of  beuikg  sent  t^  gapl-;  Ihat 


your  petitioner  demanded  tbat  hit 
complaint  against  the  Doke*s  ser- 
vant should  be  first  heard,  seeing 
that  he  had  been  the  first  com- 
plainant, and  had  been  compelled 
to  go  so  many  miles  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  to  lose  so  much 
time  on  the  business ;  but  tbat  the 
said  Justices  persisted  in  refusing  to 
bear  the  comphuat  of  your  peti- 
tioner, until  afier  they  had  heard 
the  servant  of  the  Duke,  and  bad 
compelled  your  petitioner  to  give 
bail. 

''  That  when  this  bad  been  done, 
the  said  William  Neville  quitted 
the  bench,  leaving  the  said  Rev. 
Edmund  Poulter  and  the  said  Rev. 
Robert  Wiight  on  the  boich ;  tbat 
your  petitioner  then  applied  to 
these  two  Justices  for  redress 
against  the  said  servant  of  the 
Duke;  that  they  heard  his  com- 
plaint; but  that  they  refused  to  de- 
cide at  that  time,  and  put  off  your 
petitioner  again  until  the  next 
Saturday;  that  your  petitioner, 
wearied  with  journeys  on  account 
of  this  business,  and  seeing  no  kope 
of  obtaining  redress,  resolved  to  ap- 
pear before  tlieae  Justices  no  mor^ 
and  to  lay  a  statement  of  his  cas 
before  your  honourable  house. 

*'  Your  honourable  houas  need 
not  be  reminded,  that  the  act, 
just  mentioned,  of  the  first  year  of 
the  King,  was  passed  expressly  for 
the  insuring  of  *  a  more  sumuMy 
mode,  of  repressing  and  obteioiog 
6atiffiSE^{tion  for  damages  done  to 
land;  Stc .  Whffi,  therefore,  yoar 
hoiiourable  house  shall  have  duly 
considered  the  conduct  of  the  said 
Rev.  Robert  Wright  and  Edmund 
Poulter,  tJke  delays,  the  proerasti- 
nations^  the  troubto  and  eSpauM  ^ 
your  petitioner,  apd  especially  ^ 
binding,  of  your  peftitioner  over  ^ 

the  ofitmlu  ihoi^  ^  va^.oatfi 

on 
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non  whick  that  bail  was  demanded 
proved ;  that  your  .  petitioner  .had 
not  been  guilty  of  an  aasault,  but 
•had  acteyd  in  strict  conformity  to 
the-  law  ;  when  yeur  honoiiraJble 
bouse  shall  have  duly  considered 
these  things^  your  petiti<mer  will 
not  doubt  of  your,  dispositioa  to 
cause  justice  to  be  done  to  him. 

'^-Ydur  petitioner,  pledging  him- 
self to  prove  the  above  alleged  facts 
at  the  bar  of  your  honourable 
lioiipe,  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  per- 
mit him  so  to  do,  most  humbly 
prays, 

"  1.  That  you  will  be!  pleased  to 
permit  him  to  produce  such 
prDofs  at  your  bar. 
V  2.  That  you  will  so  alter  the 
game-laws  as  to  enable  all 
occupiers  of  land  to  kill  any 
wild  animals  on  the  land  they 


occupy ;  thaiyou  will  take  oiit 
of  this  04Mle  ihe  punishment 
of  death  and  traneportation  ; 
and  that,  at  any  rate,  you  will 
cause  the  expense  of.  puoiibh- 
ing  poachers,  and  of  keeping 
their  wives  and  childien,  to  he 
borne  exclusively  by  those 
who  prosecute  them. 
3.  That  you  will  be  pleased  to 
pass  a  law  to  prevent  Minis- 
teirs  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land from  being  Justices  of 
the  Peace ;  and  for  preventing 
any  Justices  from  Acting,  as 
such,  under  the  game-laws, 
where  their  own  servants  ale 
the  informen  and  witocfsses. 
''  And  your  petitioner  will 
ever  pray, 

••  R.  Deller." 


HIS  MAJESTY'S  CORONATION. 

An  account  of  the  money  expended   at  his  Majesty's  Coronation, 

stating  the  amount,  under  the  several  heads,  expended,  and  from  what 

sources  the  money  was  supplied : — 

Lord  Steward,  expenses  attending  the  banquet       .        £125,184     9     8 

Lord  Chamberlain,  for  the  furniture  and  decora- 
tions of  Westminster  Abbey,  and  Westminster 
Hall;  for  providing  the  regalia;  for  dresses,  &c. 
of  the  persons  attending  and  performing  various 
duties  111,172     9  10 

Master  of  the  Horse,  for  the  charger  for  the  Cham- 
pion    118  18     6 

Master  of  the  Robes,  for  his  Majesty's  robes,  &c.     .  24,704     8  10 

Surveyor-General  of  Works,  for  fitting  up  Westmin- 
ster Abbey  and  Westminster  Hall,  platforms,  &c.  50,367     9     1 

W*  D.  Fellowes,  Esq.  Secretary  to  his  Majesty's 

Great  Chamberlain,  for  expenses  incurred  .  2,500     0     0 

Hire  of  the  theatres  3,504  15     0 

Master  of  the  Mint,  for  medals  •         •        .  4,770     5     4 

Sir  George  Nayler,  for  expenses  in  the  Earl  Mar- 
shal's department  2,500     a    0 

Sir  George  Nayler,  towards  the  publication  of  the 
account  of  the  ceremony  •         «        .        .  t},000    0     0 
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De|Nitj  Earl  Marshal,  usual  fee     .        •        •        •  800    0   0 

Sir  R.  Baker,  expense  of  police      .        •         •        »  981  18  10 

Sir  T.  Tyrwbit,  for  messengers  and  door 'keepers, 

House  of  Lords      •         •  • '       •  178    t    6 

Messrs,  Rundell  and  Bridge,  for  snofT-boXf s  for  fSe^ 

reign  Ministers  •         .         .         •         ^  ^jU)5  IS    0 

£arl  of  Kinnoul,    on  account  of  Pursuivants  and 

Heralds  in  Scotland 254/7 


«£238,288    0    2 


Note.— A  few  claims  are  still  unsettled,  the  amount 

probably  not  exceeding  .         •        •        •         £1,000    0    0 


Paid  out  of  the  sum  voted  by  Parliament,  in  the 

Session  1820  ......     £100,000    0    0 

Paid  out  of  money  ieceived  from  France  or  account 

of  pecuniary  indemnity,  under  treaty.  Anno  1815       188,238    0    2 

£288,238     0    2 


WhiXehall  Treasury  Chambers, 
May  27,  1823. 

J.   C.   HlRRlBS. 
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Abstract  of  the  Net  Produce  of  the  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  Years  and  Quarters  ended  the  10th  of  October,  1822,  and  the 
1 0th  of  October,  1823,  shewing  the  Increase  or  Decrease  on  each 
head  thereof. 


Year  ended  Oct.  JO. 

Increase. 

Da^  nu>Mk 

1822. 

1823. 

Customs  • 

Excise 

Stamps   ..«*..• 
PostrOiBce  .,•• 

Taxes 

Miscellaneous  •• 

£. 

9,477,774 
25,846,322 
6,258,824 
1,343,000 
7,206,910 
388,264 

£. 

9,959,323 
24,401,243 
6,256,797 
1,350,000 
6,788,024 
471,718 

£. 

481,549 

;    7,000 
83,454 

£. 

I,445,0r9 

2,027 

418,886 

50,521,094 

49,227,105 

572,003 

• 

1,865,992 

Deduct  Increase « • 

572,003 

Decrease  on  the  year. . . . 

1,293,989 

Quarters  ended  Oct.  10. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1822. 

1823. 

Customs 

Excise 

Stamps  

Post-Office  .... 

Taxes 

Miscellaneous . . 

£. 

2,941,888 

7,329,997 

1,674,503 

360,000 

810,136 

103,285 

£. 

3,348^57 

6,834,118 

1,611,945 

363,000 

749,614 

154,616 

£. 

406,369 

3,000 
51,331 

£. 

495,87^ 
62,558 

60,522 

13,219,809 

13,061,550 

460,700 

618,959 

Deduct  Increase 

460,700 

Decrease  on  the  Quarter  • . 

158,259 

4M 
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Income  and  Charge  on  the  Consolidated  Fund  iu  the  Quarters  ended 
the  10th  of  October,  1822  and  18«3. 


TNCOlfE. 


Customs    .  • . , 

Excise 

Stamps 

Tost  Office    . . 

Taxes    

Miscellaneous 


Cash  brought  to  this  account,  being  tlie 
amount  issued'outof  the  gfowing  produce 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  Ireland  for 
public  services 


Qua*  ters  ended  Oct.  10. 


1822. 


1,484,781 

6,613,020 

1,674,503 

360,000 

810,136 

103,286 


10,995,726 


209,841 


11,205,567      11,573,702 


1823. 


•      £. 

1^937,298 

6,534,368 

•l;6U,944 

^63,000 

749,614 

154,616 


11,350,840 


222,862 
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Quarters  ended  Oct.  10. 

CHARGE. 
F.xch<Hnipr  Annuities    ••.••••>••#•••.. 

1822. 

1823. 

£. 

23,750 

100,000 

179,125 

4,986,987 

3,195,764 

1,400,000 

212,500 

97,618 

106,089 

21,701 
86,900 

South  Se£i  ComDanv     ••.••••••••••••• 

Bank  on  their  Caoital  .•.•.....•...•... 

179  125 

Dividends  ••••••.•••• 

4,475,810 

National  Debt  •.•••••• • 

1,210,000 
J  ,400,000 

Trustees  for  the  payment  of  Naval  and 
Militarv  Pensions ••••• ••• 

Civil  List • 

212,500 

Pensions   «•••••••••••••••••«••••••• 

96,314 

Other  Charges 

87,650 

Surplus ••••• 

10,301.833 
903,734 

7,770,000 
3,803,702 

11,205,567 

11,573,702 

Exchequer  Bills  issued  to  make  good  the 

deficiency  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  at 

5th  July^   1823,  and  paid  off  out  of  the 

growing  produce   of  that  Fund,  in  the 

^quarter  ending  Oct.  10,  1823  •;.••*., 

Surplus  as  above  . . . « ^  • .  •  •  i  •  4 .  • .  t .  • .  • 

IXeduct,  issued  pursuant  to  act  4th  Geo.  IV. 

-cap.  21,  in  part  of  •  8,700,000/.,  the;e8* 

timated  surplus  of  the -Consolidated  Fund 

•  for  the  service  of  the  year  1 823  •  •  • ; .  • 

Total  at  lOXh  6ct.  1823,  to  be  provided 

-'  for  by  Exchequer  bills,  charged  on  .the 

•growing    produce   of  the    Consolidated 

]  Fund  in  tbfi  quarter  ending  5th  Jan.  1824 

• 

•  ^,803,702 

•  i;960,^2» 

3,552,102 
1,842,780 

- 

709,322 

f 
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THE  BUDGET. 


DOCUMSKTS    aEFERRED     TO     BT     THE     CHANCELLOR     OF     tJIE 
EXCHEQUER. 

State  of  the  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  Germany, 
June  80,  181^3. 

DEBT. 
Jan.  5,  1823. — Unredeemed  Debt 
Capitals  purchased  and  transferred  to  the 

Commissioners^  between  January  5  and 

June  80t  1823,  viz.— 

By  Sinking  Fund  {fj^^     .' 

Transferred  for  Life  AnnuiUes   . 
Ditto  Land-tax,  estimated 
Ditto  unclaimed,  10  years 
Purcliased  with  Unclaimed  Dividends 
English  Debt,  decreased  by  capital  trans- 
ferred to  the  debt  in  Ireland    .         « 


Deduct  Irish  Debt,  increased   by  capi 
transferred  from  England 


Unredeemed  Debt,  June  30, 1823 


£. 

£. 

796,530,144 

1,834.536 

172,382 

834,883 

24,000 

14,432 

19,100 

797,138 

3,196,470 

797,138 

2,399,S32 

.    • 

794,130,818 

B^fcides  the  Capital  redeemed  and  transferred  as  above,  Uiere  was  piid 
.to  the  Bank,  towards  the  redemption  of  Exchequer- Bills,  per  3  Geo. 
~  £, 

'. 340,000 

340,000 

.:      :      .       .       .      •       340,000 


IV.,  c.  66— 
January  8,  1823 
April  8 
To  be  paid  July  5 


ANNUAL  CHARGE. 

Jan.  5,  1828— Due  toi  Public  Creditor  •  . 
Management  .  .  *  • 
Pensions       .      .      »      . 


£. 

•  27,839,04$ 

284,654 

■     2,800,000 


By  Annual  Charge,  decreased  since  Jamiao'  5,  1823, 
estimated       .       .       .       .       ...       .       .      .      . 

Annual  Charge,  June  30, 1823 


1,020,000 


£. 


30,923,696 
82,800 


30,840,896 


Tbe  above  Arnwat  Charge  is  exclusive  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
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CUSTOMS. 
From  5th  of  January  to  28th  June,  182 J        .       .     ' .       £4,026,6Gl 
In  Bills  and  Cash     .      .       .'     .       .       .     £79,191 
Receipt  from  June  28  to  July  4,  (£tG,000 

per  diem)     .......        80,000 


159,191 


4,185,852 
Half  year  eiKiing  July  5,  1822    .  .  4,045,987 


Estiiuatedincreus^'to  July  5,  1823  •  ii*  189,865 


Eteinmte  of  the  Excise  Revenue  for  the  half  >ear  ending  July  5,  1823, 

eoBEipaped  with  the  actual  receipt  of  the  corresponding  period  of 

bstyear. 
Paymenu  to  the  5th  of  July,  1822    ....      £12,125,186 
•  Actual  payments  from,  the  5th  of  January  to. 

them  of  July,  1823    .        .         .        .  £10,571,081 
Estimated  payments  from  the  1st  to  the  5th 

ofJaly 658,000 

ll,^d,081 

Deficiency  on  the  half  year  .  896,055 

Actual'  hiM  in  the  half  year  upon  articles  on 
which  the  duties  have  Ijeen  reduced. 

Hidei 135,688 

Malt»  includingp  270,000/.  repayment  on  ac- 
count of  stock  in  hand  460^637 

Salt 465,550 

1,051.875 

Actual  inoreasd  '.        •        •        .  155,820 

In  addition  to  which  the  repayment  on  account  of  malt 
duty  previously  accounted  for,  amounted  to  270,000/., 
which  is  included  in<  the  above  s^m  of  450,037/. ; 
and  if  no  such  repayment  had  been  made,  the  increase 
of  revenue  would  have  been  •        •        •        •  £425,820 


Estimate  of  all  Taxes  repealed  since  the  termination  of  the  War ;  and 
the  amount  of  their  annual  produce. 

PBEVIOUSLT    TO    1821. 

Property-tax £14,267,956 

War  malt-^England  and  Ireland      .         .         2,912,571 
Customs — Exports,  tonnage,  &c.      •         .  1,105,675 

Windows— Ireland  ....  235,000 

18,521,202 

2  i2 
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AT  SUBftEQirjEKT   FEEIODS. 

Husbandry  horses           .        •         .        .         £480,000 

Malt    .         .        . 

• 

1,400,000 

Salt     .         .         . 

1,295,000 

Hides 

300,000 

Assessed  Taxes     . 

2,300,000 

Ditto,  Ireland,  about     . 

100,000 

Tonnage  duty 

160,000 

Windows — Ireland 

180,000 

Spirits — Ireland 

380,000 

Ditto—Scotland 

840,000 

' 

6,935,000 

25,456,202 

Deducttaxes  imposed  anno  1819     .                 •           3,1^00,000 

£«2,«56,202 

VoCed  1822.                             SUPPLY.                                  1823. 

7,794,864     Army ♦.           7^32,124 

5,480,326     Navy          .         ...         .    .     »         -    \      n  aa.9  kaa 

310,000     Greenwich  Hospital      .         •         .         .    j      o,4«,o*u 

1,199,498    Ordnance             1»369,926 

1,895,062     Miscellam 

»os 1,732,153 

15,876,743 

16,679,739 

1,200,000     Interest  on 

1  Exchequer  Bilk 

1                    .            1,100,000 

17,879,739 

290,000  Sinking  Fund  on  Exchequer  Bills. 

2,801,000  To  pay  holders  of  5  per  Cents. 

290,456  Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means,  1821. 


21,261,195  16,976,743 

Actual  Grants,  1822.      WAYS  AND  MEANS.  1823. 

3,000,000     Annual  Malt             .         •         '•         •         •  3,000,000 

200,000     Lottery              •         .        .  .      •         •         .  200,000 

1 1 0,000     Repaid  by  Excheq .  Bill  Loan  Comnusaioners  1 26,873 

2,450,000     Naval  and  Military  Pensioila              ..        «  4,800,000 

To  be  paid  by  East  India  Company  on  ac-)  g^  ^^ 

count  of  Half-pay,  3rc.  (antecedent  years)^^  ' 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means               .         .  469,047 

Surplus  Consolidated  Fund    .        •        •  8,700«000 
7,500,000     Sinking  Fund  Loan. 
1,500,000    Tea  Duties. 
151,000     Old  Stores. 
598,6 1 7     East  India  Ciimpany. 


15,509,617 
5,831,670     By  Increase  of  Unfunded  Debt. 

21,341,287 


17,385,920 
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Actual  Grants,  1823 £17,385»9S0 

Supply     ....         16,976,743 


Sorplua  Ways  and  Means  (of  which '^ 
£244,150  will  be  applied  to  the  de-  > 
crease  of  Unfunded  Debt^  •       j 


409,177 


UNFUNDED  DEBT. 

1822. 
Exchequer  Bills  granted  in  Supply,  1823 
Ditto,  Public  Works,  1823     . 


1823. 
Excliequer  Bills,  per  Act  4  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  4. 
Exchequer  Bills  to  be  voted 


£34,800,000 
144,150 

i34,944,150 

j£20,000,000 
14,700,000 

^^34,700,000 


FOREIGN  STATIONS. 

Abstract  of  the  actual  Disbursements  of  the  several  Commissaries 
upon  Foreign  Stations,  charged  in  the  Army  Extraordinaries  for  the 
year  ending  Deceniber  25,  1821,  and  paid  by  Great  Britain,  exclusive 
of  the  Revenues  collected  in  the  several  Colonies,  and  other  Expenses 
voted  in  the  Army  and  Ordinary  Estimates  for  that  year. 

£.         s*    d, 
I.Canada        .  ,        .        .        .        .     397,629  14    4J 

2.  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick     •        .        •     105,586     2    4 

3.  Newfoundland 13,285  10     7^ 

4.  Bermuda     . 28,193     6     7| 

.    5.  Bahama  Islands  8,808  13  10| 

6.  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  and  Colonies  •  321,480     8  lo| 

7.  Jamaica 114,818  15     6 

8.  Cape  of  Good  Hope     .         .         .         .         •  177,012  17     2} 

9.  Mauritius .  41,190     7     4| 

10.  Mediterranean 234,643  11  3 

11.  Gibraltar              118,383  8  0| 

12.  Sierra  Leone  and  Gambia      •         .         •        •  65^395  13  7i 

13.  Heligoland 6,809  0  3} 

1,627,237  10     0 
Ceylon  (as  per  Army  Estimates)    .        .        18,450  11     4 

1,645,687     1     4 
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THE  ROYAL  FORKSTS. 

¥mm  the  Crown  Land  Commissioners*  Fourth  Report, 

The  whole  quantily  '  of  fonsst  land  now  belonging  to  the  Crown, 
either  in  fee  or  subject  to  the  rights  of  common,  is  I22,6S2  acres:  and 
although  the  different  measures  t^en  with  regard  to  ^ach  forest  have 
been  noticed  in  former  reports,  we  think  it  will  be  convenient  here  to 
bring  together,  in  one  statement,  the  present  extent  and  state  of  all 
that  property ;  showing  what  has  been  aequired  for  the  growth  of 
timber  ;  and  what  further  quantity  may  probably  be  obtained  for  the 
same  purpose.     The  particulars  are  as  follow,  viz.— 

4  ores  in  each  Acres  enclosed  for  the 


New  Forest 
Dean  Forest 
Alice  Holt  Forest 
Wootn)er  Forest  . 
Here  Forest 
Wl\iltleWood  Forest 
Salcey  Forest 
Which  wood  Forest 
Wallbam  Forest 
Windsor  Forest    . 
Delamere  Forest 
Parkl^urst  Forest 

Acres 


Forest. 

growth  of  timber< 

66,942 

6,000 

23,015 

11,000 

1,892 

1,892 

5,949 

1,700 

1,417 

1,417 

5,4^4 

3,895 

1,847 

1,121 

3,709 

1,841 

3,278 

— 

4,402 

4,402 

3,847 

3,847 

900 

900 

.  122,622 


38,015 


FRANCE-PECUNIARY  INDEMNITY. 

An  Account  of  the  Sums  received  from  France,  in  respect  of  tbe 
Pecuniary  Indemnity  payable  under  the  Convention  No.  5,  of  the  l5tb 
of  November,  1815  ;  and  of  the  appropriation  thereof:— 

£.  s.  d. 
The  total  sum  received  by  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, in  pursuance  of  this  Convention,  and 
of  the  several  arrangements  subsequently  made, 
was  125,228v482f.  42c.,  which,  at  tlie  ex- 
change of  25f.  29c.,  the  average  rate  of  re- 
mittance to  this  country,  was 
By  interest,  &c.  upon  the  money  received  beyond 
the  account  paid  by  way  of  discount  upon  an* 
ticipated  payments,  commisswn  upon  negotia- 
lions^&c. -7  J, 473     4    9 


4,9^1,699  11     7i 


5,023|172  16    H 
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£,        s*       d. 

By  payment  oo  account  of  proportions  of  the  pe- 
cuniary mdemnity  due  to  Hanover        •         •  166|8$0  16    6 

By   payment  on  account  of  the  sums  due  to 

Bninswicky  for  subsidiary  force      .         •         .  19,211     4     9 

Paid  the  Chevalier  Canova,  for  removing  works 

of  art,  &c. 9,971  10     5 

Remitted    to  Lisbon,  to   discharge  outstanding 

demands  of  the  army 98,853     6     0| 

Paid  as  prize-money  to  the  army        .         •         •       1,000,000     0     0 

By  the  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Deposit         ^3,527     ]     8|( 

By  amount  paid  for  the  use  of  the  army  in 
France,  beyond  the  sum  received  from  the 
French  CTOvernment  on  that  account     •         .       1,269,071     1     9j| 

By  payments  in  respect  of  fortifications  in  the 

Netherlands        •         .         .         .         .         .       1,529,765     %     8 

By  payment  on  account  of  supplies  1821,  pur- 
suant to  the  grant  of  Parliament  •  .         .         500,000     O    0 

By  amount  paid  the  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance 
on  account  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  depart- 
ment in  England,  in  respect  of  the  Ordnance 
corps  stationed  in  France     •         •         .         .  15,694  19     3 

By  amount  paid  M.  de  Ladehat,  in  satisfaction  of 
his  claims,  in  respect  of  property  belonging  to 
him,  sequestrated  at  the  beginning  of  the  War 
by  the  British  Government  ....  99,361     4     7 

By  amount  by  M.  Martin,  towards  the  indemni* 
fication  of  proprietors  of  property  at  St.  Do- 
mingo, for  the  sequestration  of  their  property 
during  the  occupation  of  that  island  by  the 
British  forces 3,400     0    O 

By  amount  paid  the  French  East  India  Com- 
pany, as  an  indemnification  for  the  property 
belonging  to  them,  sequestrated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  ....  60,000     0    O 

By  amount  granted  to  Lord  Beresford,  and  the 
Portuguese  army  under  his  command,  on  ac- 
count of  their  proportion  of  the  prixe  captured 
by  tlie  Allied  Armies,  and  delivered  over  to  the 
British  authorities,  beyond  the  net  sum  re- 
ceived from  France,  as  the  value  of  the  prize 
property  left  at  Bordeaux      ...»  22,733  19     ^\ 

By  amount  paid  Mrr  Spearman,  remuneration 
for  his  services  in  the  payment  of  subsidies  to 
foreign  powers 1,000    0    0 

%  payments  on  account  of  his  Majesty's  Coro* 
nation 136,^31     0     2 
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.     Brought  forward 4,957,62S     7    6 

By  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  expensM  ef 

.  hiiB  Ma|MCy's  journey  to  ikotladd.        .        •  d,958    9    7 


By  Balance 


Commerce    with    Spanish 
America. 
Foreign  Office,  Oct.  17, 1823. 

Sir,— 1  am  directed  by  Mr.  Se- 
fDfetary  Canning  to  acquaint  you, 
in  reference  to  your  application 
for  prutectioQ  to  the  trade  of  bis 
Majesty's  subje^^s  with  the  pro- 
vinces of  Spanish  America,  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  have  de-» 
termined  lo  send  out,  forthwith. 
Consular  Agents  to  the  several 
ports  and  places  in  those  provinces, 
in  which,  as  they  have  learned 
from  the  best  inquiry,  British  in- 
terests are  at  present  most  exten- 
sively concerned. 

1  subjoin  a  list  of  these  ports 
and  places. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant) 

Joseph  Planta. 

John  Lowe,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

Mexico Consul*  gen. 

Vera  Cruz  .     .     .     .  Coi^sul 
Acapulco    •     •     •     .  Ditto 
Santa  F^  de  Bogota      Consul-gen. 
La  Guayra ....  Consul 
Maracaybo      .     .     .  Ditto 
Carthagena      .     .     .  Ditto 
Panama      .     .     .     .Ditto 

Ditto Consul'g,ei3« 

.BuedoaAyres  .     .     .  Vice-cons. 
Monte  Video    .     .     .  Consul 


£4,960,986  17    1 
•62,185  19    H 

£5,023,173  16    41 


Chile  (Valparaiso) 
Ditto  .  .  ,  • 
.DitU>  .  .,  .  . 
Peru  (Lima)  .  . 
Ditto  .  •  •  • 
Ditto      .     .     •     . 


Consul-gen. 
\' ice-cons. 
Ditto 

Consul  •gen» 
Vice-Cons. ' 
Ditto 


Bra;?ils — Portugal. 

IFrom  Papers  ordered  to  be  printed 

by  Parliament. 1^ 
Henry  liayne,  Esq.  to  Lord  Clao- 
william. 
Riode  Jttfieiro,  Aug,  21, 1822. 
My  Lord  — I  beg,  herewith  an- 
nexed, to  transmit  to  your  lord- 
ship a  list  of  the  ships  which  have 
arrived  at  this  port  with  slaves  ou 
board,  for  the  purpose  of  traffic, 
from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  SOtb 
of  June  last,  in  the  same  form  as 
the  list  of  the  three  preening 
months,  which  I  had  the  honour  o( 
forwarding  to  your  lordship.  The 
number  imported  this  year  com- 
pared lo  the  corresponding  six 
months  last  year,  is  no  less  than 
an  increase  of  six  tkousand  jixe 
hundred  and  thirtj/six,  A  partial 
increase  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  arrival  of  three  vessels  from 
Bahia,  which,  not  finding  a  good 
market  there,  (owing,  I  presume, 
lo  the  disturbed  state  of  that  city,) 


'  *  This  balance  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  a  further  suin,  on  account  of  the 
subsidiary  force  of  Branawick  i  aa  also  of  a  further  sum,  as  inderaoificatton  to 
the  pnoprieters  ef  property  in  St,  Dommgo,  the  amount  of  which  cannot  at  pre- 
sent be  accurately  ascertained. 

Whitehall ,  Treasury  Chambers,  J.  C.  Hlrries. 

June  2.5, 1823. 

canif 
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rame  to  this  port  where  their  car- 
goes met  with  a  ready  sale,  and 
fetched  a  higher  price  than  those 
usually  imported,  owing  to  their 
being  of  a  better  race,  doubtless 
from  the  North  of  the  Equator, 


^hich  ts  readily  ascertained  by 
thdr  marks  and  hinguage:  how- 
ever, they  were  entered  at  the 
Custom  House  at  Bahia  as' coming 
from  MolenSbo. 

(Signed)      Henry  Hayhe. 


Slaves  imported  at  Rio  Janeiro,  (April  to  June,  1822.) 


Vessel's  Name. 

1 
1 

§ 

-a 

s 

1 

< 

Totals. 

1 

pa 

Died. 

> 

< 

St  Ant-  Destimido    ... 

Maria 

Santa  Rosa  •  • 
Senr.  do  Baluarte  •  •    • 

Conceicao  Passos  •  •  • . 
Reino  do  Brazil 

Gram  Penedo     ...... 

Urania    

Amalia   

St.  Anno  Flor  do  Loando 
Legeiro.  •• 

747 
448 
313 
418 

228 
69 
22 

215 

519 

*879 

291 

203 

1926 

875 

2730 
2760 
6301 
5303 

534 
S6 

243 
277 
985 
762 

1392 
789 

2487 
2483 
5316 
4541 

450 

425 

49 
37 

401 
388 

459 
302 
760 
545 
408 
256 

27 
34 
153 
11 
18 

432 
268 
607 
534 
390 
256 

Toninha    

Total  in  the  mo*  th  of  Jan 
Fet 
Ma 

uary,  1822.. 

>ruary 

rch 

Total  in  six  months 

19895 

2887 

17008 

• 

JAMAICA. 

[The  following,  although  not  of  recent  date,  has  been  giveu,  in  the 
present  state  of  West  India  affairs*  to  show  the  view  the  Colonists 
take  of  their  relation  with  Great  Britain.] 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Ma*        *'  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,"^ 
jMQr  in  CounciL  We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful 


"The  humble  Petition  and 
Memorial  of  the  Assembly  of 
Jamaica: 


and  loyal  subjects,  the  Assembly 
of  Jamaica,  having  taken  into  our 
consideration  the  present  critical 

state 
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state-  of  tb«  colooksy.  humUy  a|>- 
|NfOAcl|  tbe  tbroiKB»  to  ii«9ure  yonr 
M|j«aty  of  our  most  dutiful  re^d 
to  your  royal  person  and.  family, 
and  our  attachment  tO|  and  reU- 
anoe  oa»  our  feliow^subjecta  in 
Great  Britain,  founded  on  the 
most  solid  aod  durable  basis,  the 
continued  enjoyment  of  our  per* 
sonal  rights,  and  the  security  of 
our  properties. 

**  That,  weak  and  feeble  as  this 
colony  is,  from  its  vei^  small  num- 
ber of  white  inhabitants,  and  its 
peculiar  sitnatiop,  from  the  in- 
cumbrance of  more  than  200,000 
slaves,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that 
we  now  intend,  or  ever  could  have 
intended,  resistance  to  Grea|  Bri- 
tain. 

''  That  this  colony  has  never,  by 
riots  or  other  violent  measures, 
opposed,  or  permitted  an  act  of  re- 
sistance against  any  law  imposed 
on  us  by  Great  Britain,  though  al- 
ways truly  sensible  of  our  just 
rights,  and  of  the  pernicious  conse- 
quences both  to  the  parent  and 
infant  state,  with  which  some  of 
them  must  he  attended ;  always  re- 
lying, with  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence, on  the  justice  and  paternal 
tenderness  of  your  Majesty,  even 
to  the  most  distant  of  your  sub- 
jects; and  depending,  that  when 
your  Majesty  and  your  Parliament 
should  have  maturely  considered 
and  <|eliberated  on  the  claims  of 
Great  Britun  and  her  colonies, 
every  cause  of  dissatisfaction  would 
be  r^noved. 

"  That,  justly  alarmed  with  the 
approaching  horrors  of  an  unna- 
tural contest  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  colonies,  in  which  the 
mast  dreadful  calamities  to  this 
island,  and  the  inevitable  destruc- 
tion of  the  small  sugar  colonies,  are 
involved;  and  excited  by  these  ap- 


prehensionfl^  as  well  as  by  our  at* 
fectioQ  for  our  fellow-subjects,  botb 
in  Gr^at  Britain  and  the  colonies^ 
we  implore  ypur  Mafeeiy's  f(E^vour- 
able  reception  of  this  our  humble 
petition  and  memorial,  as  well  oe 
behalf  of  ourselves  and  our  consti* 
tuents,  the  good  people  of  this 
island,  as  on  behalf  of  all  other 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  the  colo- 
nists of  America,  but  especially 
those  who  labour  at  present  under 
the  heavy  weight  of  your  Majesty's 
displeasure,  lor  whom  we  eutrest 
to  be  admitted  as  humble  suitors, 
that  we  may  not,  at  so  important 
a  crisis,  be  wanting  to  conlribote 
our  sincere  and  well-ineant  (bow» 
ever  small)  endeavours,  to  heal 
those  disorders  which  may  othec* 
wise  terminiite  in  the  destructioo 
of  the  empire. 

*'  That,  as  we  conceive  it  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  to  enter  into 
the  different  claims  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  colohies,  we  beg  leave 
to  place  it  in  the  royal  mind,  as 
the  first  established  principle  of  the 
constitution,  that  the  people  of 
England  have  a  right  to  partake 
and  do  partake  of  the  legislation  of 
their  country ;  Und  that  no  laws 
can  affect  them  but  such  as  receive 
their  assent,  given  by  themselves 
or  their  representatives ;  and  it  fol- 
lows, therefore,  that  no  one  part  of 
your  Majesty's  English  subjects 
either  can,  or  ever  could,  legislate 
for  any  other  part. 

"  That  the  settlers  of  the  first 
colonies,  but  especially  those  of 
the  elder  colonies  of  North  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  the  conquerors  of 
this  island,  were  a  part  of  the 
English  people,  in  every  respect 
eqoal  to  them,  and  possessed  ef 
every  right  and  privilege  at  the 
time  of  their  emigration,  which 
the  people  of  England  were  pes- 

sessed 
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i  of;  and  irfefx^gabiy  to  tbikt 
great  right  of  cooaentiug  to  the 
kMM,  which  should  bind  them  in 
all  cases  wbatsoevsr ;  and  who 
oaugraUn^  at  first  in  small  num- 
bers, whso  thiBy  might  have  been 
opiireased*  such  rights  mkI  privi- 
leges were  conslantly  guaranteed 
by  the  Cro>K'n  to  the  emigrants 
aod  conquerors,  to  be  held  and  en- 
joyed by  them»  in  the  places  to 
which  they  emigrated,  and  were 
ceofirmed  by  many  repeated  so* 
lemn  engagements,  made  public  by, 
proolamattons,  under  the  faith  of 
which  they  did  actually  emigrate 
and  conqiier;  that  therefore  the 
people  d  Enghuid  had  no  rights, 
power,  or  privilege,  to  give  to  the 
emigraoto,  as  these  were  at  the 
time  of  their  emigration  possessed 
of  all  such  rights,  equally  with 
themselves. 

*'  That  the  Peers  of  England 
were^potsessed  of  very  eminent  and 
dietieguished  privileges  in  their 
own  rights,  as  a  branch  6f  legisla- 
iwe ;  a  court  of  justice  in  the  der- 
mer  re9$ortf  for  all  appeals  from 
the  people;  and,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, for  all  causes  instituted  by 
tbe  repneasntattves  of  the  people ; 
but  tlUt  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  ever  considered  themselves  as 
acting  in  such  capacities  for  the 
colonies ;  the  Peers  having  never, 
to  ibis  day,  heard  or  determined 
the  causes  of  tbe  colonists  in  ap- 
peal, i»  which  it  ever  was,  and  is, 
their  duty  to  serve  the  subjects 
virithin  the  reakn. 

*'  Thati  from  what  has  been  said, 
it  appears  that  the  emigrants  could 
receive  nothing  from  either  the 
Peers  or  the  people;  the  former 
being  eaable  to  communicate  their 
privileges,  and  tbe  latter  on  no 
more  than  an  equal  footing  with 
themselves:    but    that  with    the 


Kitig  it  was  far  otherwise;  the 
Royal  prerogative,  as  now  annexed 
to  and  belongiDg  to  .the  Crown,  be- 
ing totally. independeat  of  the.peo** 
pie,  who  cannot  invade,  add  to,  or 
diminish,  it,  nor  restrfun  or  invali* 
date  those  legal  grants  which  the 
prerogative  hath  a  just  right  to 
give,  and  hath  very  liberally  ipven, 
for  the  encouragement  of  coloniza-> 
tion:  to  some  colonies  it  granted 
almost  all  the  royal  powers  of  Go- 
vernment, which  they  hold  andea*' 
joy  at  this  day ;  but  to  none  of 
tbem  did  it  grant  less  than  to  tbe 
first  conquerors  of  this  island,  ia 
whose  favour  it  is.  declared,  by.  a 
royal  proclamationi  '  that  the>p 
shidl  have  the  same  privileges,  to 
^1  intents  and  purposes,  as  the 
free-bom  subjects  of  England/ 

"  Tbat,  to  use  the  name  or  au« 
thority  of  tiie  people  of  the  patent 
state,  to  take  away  or  render  ine^ 
fectual  the  legal  grants  of  the 
Crown  to  the  colonists,  is  delusive, 
and  destroys  that  confidence,  which 
the  people  have  ever  had,  and 
ought  to  have,  of  tbe  most  solemn 
royal  grants  in  their  favour,  aod 
rraders  unstable  and  insecure  those 
very  rights  and  privileges  which 
prompted  th^  emigration. 

'*  That  your  colonists  and  yoiu 
petitioners,  having  the  most  im« 
plicit  confidence  in  the  royal  |aithy 
pledged,  to  tfaeip  in  the  most  so* 
kmn  manner  by  your  predecessorsy 
rested  satisfied  with  their  difterenl 
portions  of  the  royal  granU;  and 
having  been  bred,  from  their  in*» 
fancy,  to  venerate  the  name  of  par- 
liament,—a  word  still  dear  to  the 
heart  of  every  Briton,  and  consW 
dered  as  the  palladium  of  liberty^ 
and  the  great  source  from  whence 
their  own  is  derived, — received  the 
several  acts  of  Parliament  of  £Mg» 
land  aod  Great  Brilaiu,  for  the  re- 
gulation 
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gulation  of  the  trade  of  the  colo- 
nies, as  the  salutary  precaations  of 
a  prudent  father  for  the  prosperity 
of  a  wide-extended  family;  and 
that  in  this  light  we  received  them, 
without  a  thought  of  questioning 
the  right,  the  whole  tenor  of  our 
conduct  will  demonstrate,  for  above 
100  years;  that  though  we  receiv- 
ed those  regulations  of  trade  from 
our  fellow-subjects  of  England  and 
Great  Britain,  so  advantageous  to 
UB,  as  colonists,  as  Englishmen  and 
Britons,  we  did  not  thereby  confer 
on  them  a  power  of  legislating  for 
us,  .far  less  that  of  destroying  us 
and  our  children  by  divesting  us  of 
ail  rights  and  property. 

*'  That,  with  reluctance,  we  have 
been  drawn  from  tlje  prosecution 
of  our  internal  afiairs,  to  behold 
with  amazement  a  plan  almost  car- 
ried into  execution,  for  enslaving 
the  colonies,  founded,  as  we  con- 
ceive, on  a  claim  of  Parliament  to 
bind  the  colonists  in  all  cases  what- 
soever. 

'*  Your  humble  petitioners  have 
for  several  years,  with  deep  and 
nileat  sorrow,  lamented  this  un« 
restrained  exercise  of  legislative 
power;  still  hoping,  from  the  in- 
terposition of  their  Sovereign,  to 
avert  that  last  and  greatest  of  ca- 
lamities, that  of  Uting  reduced  to 
an  abject  state  of  slavery,  by  hav- 
ing an  arbitrary  government  esta- 
blished in  the  colonies;  for  the  very 
attempting  of  which  a  Minister  of 
your  predecessors  was  impeached 
by  a  Uovse  of  Commons. 
•  "  With  like  sorrow  do  we  find 
the  Popish  religion  established  by 
law,  which  by  treaty  was  only  to 
|)e  tolerated. 

'*  That  the  most  essential  rights 
of  the  colonies  have  been  invaded^ 
and  (heir  property  given  and  grant- 


ed to  your  Majesty,  by 
entitled  to  such  a  power. 

<'  That  the  mnrder  of  the  cok>* 
nists  hath  been  encouraged  by  aa- 
other  act,  disallowing  and  annni* 
ling  their  trials  by  juries  of  the  vici- 
nage ;  and  that  fleets  and  armies 
have  been  sent  to  enforce  those 
dreadful  laws. 

'*  We,  therefore,  in  this  despe- 
rate extremity,  most  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  the  throne,  to 
declare  to  your  Majesty  that  o«r 
fellow-subjects  in  Great  Britain, 
and  consequently  their  reprsMOta- 
tives  the  House  of  Commons,  have 
not  a  right,  as  we  trust  we  hav« 
shown,  to  legislate  for  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  that  your  petitioners  and 
the  colonists  are  not,  nor  oogfat  to 
be,  bound  by  any  other  laws  than 
such  as  they  have  themselvea  as- 
sented to,  and  not  disallowed  by 
yoar  Majesty. 

**  Your  petitioners  do  therefbnt 
make  this  claim  and  demand  from 
their  Sovereign,  as  guarantee  of 
their  just  rights,  on  the  faith  and 
confidence  of  which  they  have  set- 
tled, and  continue  to  reside  in  these 
distant  parts  of  the  empire, — that 
no  laws  shall  be  made  and  attempt- 
ed to  be  forced  upon  them,  injuri- 
ous to  their  rights  as  colonists. 
Englishmen,  or  Britons. 

**  That  your  petitioners,  folly 
sensible  of  the  great  advantage 
that  have  arisen  from  the  regijk- 
tions  of  trade  in  general,  prior  to 
the  year  1760,  as  well  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  colcmiee  as  to  your 
petitioners  in  particular,  and  being 
anxiously  desirous  of  increasing  the 
good  effects  of  these  laws,  as  well 
as  to  remove  an  obstacle  which  is 
new  in  our  government,  and  could 
not  have  existed  on  the  principles 
of  our  constitution,  as  it  hath  arisen 
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from  colonuatioD,  we  do  declare  for 
ourselves  and  the  good  people  of 
ibis  island,  that  we  freely  consent 
to  the  operation  of  all  sorh  acts  of 
tbe  British  Parliatnent  as  are  li«- 
mited  to  the  regalation  of  our  ex^ 
temal  commerce  only,  and  the  sole 
objects  of  which  are  the  mutual  ad- 
vantage of  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies. 

**  We,  yonr  petitioners,  do  there- 
fore beseech  your  Majesty,  that 
yea  will  be  pleased,  as  the  common 
parent  of  your  subjects,  to  become 
a  mediator  between  your  European 
and  American  sabjects;  and  to 
consider  the  latter,  however  far  re- 
oioved  from  your  niyal  presence, 
as  equally  entitled  to  your  protec<> 
tion,  and  the  benefits  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution;  the  deprivation 
of  which  milst  dissolve  that  depen- 
dence on  the  parent  state  which  it 
is  our  glory  to  acknowledge,  whilst 
enjoying  those  rights  under  her 
protection ;  but,  should  this  bond 
of  union  be  ever  destroyed,  and 
the  colonists  reduced  to  consider 
themselves  as  tributaries  to  Britain, 
tbey  must  cease  to  venerate  her  as 
an  affectionate  parent. 

"  We  beseech  your  Majesty  to 
believe,  that  it  is  our  earnest  prayer 
to  Almighty  Providence,  to  pre- 
serve your  Majesty  in  all  happi- 
ness, prosperity,  and  honour;  and 
that  there  never  may  be  wanting 
ene  of  your  illustrious  line  to  trans- 
mit the  blessings  of  our  excellent 
constitution  to  th^  latest  posterity, 
and  to  reign  in  tbe  hearts  of  a 
loyaly  grateful,  and  affectionate 
people." 


Pkussian  Constitutions. 
Ber/iii,  August  5. 

On  the  2d  his  Majesty  came 
from  Toptitz,  his  birth-day  being 
Mk  the  Sd,  which  he  kept  with  his 


family  in  the  Pfauen  Insel  (Isle  of 
Peacocks). 

The  greatest  sensation  has  been 
excited  on  this  day,  which  is  so 
dear  to  all  Prussians,  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Bulletin  of  the  Laws 
No.  IS,  which  contains  the  follow- 
ing general  law  respecting  the  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies : — 

**  We,  Frederick  William,  &c., 
to  give  our  faithful  subjects  a  new 
and  durable  pledge  of  paternal  fa- 
vour and  confidence,  have  resolved 
to  introduce  Representative  Assem- 
blies into  the  Monarchy,  and  to 
that  end  to  establish  Provincial  As* 
sembliesin  the  spirit  of  the  ancient 
German  constitution,  such  as  the 
peculiar  situation  of  the  country' 
and  the  spirit  of  the  times  require. 
A  committee,  of  which  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Crown  Prince  was 
President,  has  been  appointed  by 
his  Majesty  to  prepare  this  mea- 
surO)  and  consult  upon  it  with 
experienced  men  from  each  pro^ 
vince." 

On  the  report  of  this  committee, 
his  Majesty  gave  the  following  de* 
cree,  dated  June  5  :— 

1.  Provincial  Assemblies  shall 
be  called  into  action. 

2.  Landed  property  is  the  basis 
of  the  representation* 

3.  The  provincial  estates  are  the 
leading  organ  of  the  various  subor« 
dinate  estates  in  each  province. 
According  to  this  decision,  hi» 
Majesty  will — 1st,  Cause  to  be  sent 
to  them  for  their  discussion,  the 
projects  of  laws  which  concern  the 
province  only;  %.  So  long  as  there 
are  no  general  assemblies  of  the 
States,  send  to  them  for  discussion 
such  general  projects  of  laws  also 
as  relate  to  changes  in  the  rights 
of  persons  and  property,  and  to  th# 
taxes ;  3.  Reserve  for  the  Provin- 
cial Assemblies  petitions  attd  re- 
monstrances 
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mon^trmacei'  wfaich'  coacfrn   the  oleclion,  the  eoieroiae^f  tiM  xifibt 

gpecial  welfare  and  interest  of  the  of  the  Estates,  the  coDvocatiiiii.aBd 

whole  provioce  or  a  part  of  it,  ex-  the  duration  of  the  Provincial  Ab* 

amine  thenar,  and  decide  upon  them;  semblies,  the  Comnittnal  Aasem^ 

4k  Leave  it  to  them  to  .decide  on  hlies,    the  Assembliee  of  Circles, 

the  communal  affairs  of  the   pro-'  &c» — Hamburgh  paper,  Aug,  8. 

viuce,  with  the  reserve  uf  his  Ma-  

jesty's  approbation. 

To  the  present  law,  which  how-  Russian  Finances. 

ever  is  not  applicable  in  Neufch&tel  The  Superintending  Conacil  oi 

and  Vallengiii,  this  will  add  a  spe-  the  Credit  Establishment  having 

ciai  law  for  each  province.   Should  met  on  the  27th  of  Ju^ke,  Lieute* 

his  Majesty  think  that  changes  in  nanirGeneml  Cancren,  Mmister  of 

these  special  laws  might  be  useful  Finanoe,  opened  the  busiqess  with 

or  beneficial,    he  will    not  make  a  speech  on.  ithe  state  of  the  saveial 

them  without  the  concurrence  of  objects  to  which  the  attentbn  of 

the  Provincial  Ass^nblies.  Whi^  a  the  Council  was  to  be  called.     His 

convocation  of  the  General  Estates  discourse  was  consequently  divided 

of  the  kingdom  will  be  necessary,  into  the  following  heads : — 

and  how  it  shall  then  proceed  for  Sinking  Fvnd  Ciftmmsnon^-^lhh 

tikt  Provincial  Estates,  remains  foi*  der  this  head  the  Minister  stated 

his  Majesty  in  his  paternal  care  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  on  the  1st 

detehnine.  of  June,  1 821S ;  th^  inscriptions  rs* 

The  special  laws,  all  dated  1st  deemed  in. the* coorse  of  that  year, 

of  July,  relate  severally  to  the  Pro*  and  certain  claims  on  the  Govefo* 

vindai  Estates-*- 1.  For  the  March  ment  which  had  been  admitted*  Of 

of  Brandenburg  and  the  Marquisate  the   loan  concluded  with  Messn. 

of  liower  Lusatia.    2.  Those  of  the  Rothschild,  in  London,  in.the  year 

kingdom  of  Pnmsia,  comprising  (a)  18:d£,  he  could  not  give  an  $coaaat 

East  Prussia,   (6)  Lithuania,   (c)  until  it  was. completely  teniinal^ 

West  Prussia*    3.  To  Pomerania  ed.     Its  amount  was  stated  to  bf 

and  Rugon.  43,000,000  of  silver  roubles,  but 

•  The  Estates  of  the  Ist  province  of  which  only  23,000»160  silver 

to  meet  at  Berlin ;  of  the  ftd  at  roubles  had  yet  .been  inscribed  in 

Koningsberg  and    Damzic   alter-  the  great  book  of  the  pnUie  dtbt» 

nalely ;  and  of  the  3d  at  Strettin.  The  result  of.  his  detaila  appealed 

The  spectfd  laws  contain  detail-  to  be  that  tlie  public  debt  on  the 

ed  regnlations  respectmg  the  eligi«  1st  of  January,  181^  <tood  as  fel« 

bility  of  the  deputies,  the  right  of  lows:** 

DutehLoan «....•  48,100,000  florins. 

^^^^^^^ (^  240,945,711  in  assignats. 

'^tSSs1?.f.!^?!"^r.T!''^  }      61,362,860  roubles  in  silver. 
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Hie  stttn  dostined,  according  to 
the  reguletkm  of  tiie  unking  hind 
coomikeiony  to  the  diminution  of 
the  mass  of  aasigiiats  in  circular 
tioo,  consists  for  the  year  182:2  cf( 
Sfiy4J0ft,7l5  Hoobles. 

Me  observed,  that  the  exami* 
nation  of  the  account  presented  by 
the  eomniission  would  convince 
the  council,  that,  notwithstanding 
an  augmentation  of  the  public  debt, 
the  pay mf^t  of  the  capital  and  the 
interest  was  perfectly  secured. 

Asngnat  Bonit.-^AccordHig  to  a 
statement  under  this  head,  the 
law  prohibiting  new  emissions  of 
aaeigtiats  has  been  strictly  observ- 
ed, and  the  quantity  now  in  circu- 
lation is  595,721,010  roubles. 

Loan  Bank. — The  sums-  ad- 
vaifced  by  this  bank  in  the  year 
l6t2,  chieiy  fer  assistance  to  roa« 
Qufiictttringestablishmeuts,  amount 
to  10,495,7M  roubles  50  copecs  in 
aasigifats*  According  to  the  ac« 
ecHmt  presented  by  the  Bank,  its^ 
profits  amount  to  8,557  roubles' 
S9^  copecs  in  gold;  81,681  roubles 
184  copecs  in  silver;  l,444jt84 
Miibles  %ft  copecs  in  assignats. 

Commercial  Bank^ — The  capital 
of  this  establishment,  fixed  at  SO 
iBillions*  was  completed  in  1822. 
its  traosactions  during  the  same 
year  extended  to  185,230,858  rou- 
bles 72  copecs.  The  loans  on 
noerohandise  exceeded  those  of 
1821  by  4,866,552  roubles  31 
copecs.  There  remain  due  on  pro» 
edeted  bills  of  exchange,  the  pay-» 
nent  of  which  the  Bank  is  prose- 
cuting before  the  ordinary  tribu- 
nals, 2,351,313  roables  50  copecs. 

The  profits  of  the  Bank  and  its 
Ikctories,  deducting  their  expense, 
amount  to  1^810,615  roubles  55 
copecs. 

The  Bartk  had  in  all  its  transec- 
Cknis  strictly  followed  the  prescrib- 


ed rates;  and  the  examination  of  the 
accounts  showed  that  the  total  of 
the  returns  of  that  esubltshment 
and  its  factories,  in  the  year  1822, 
is  890,079,035  roubles  10  copecs 
in  assignats,  and  6,900^616  raublee 
31  copecs  in  metailice.  The  Ml* 
nister  concluded  by  saying,  *'  Hav- 
ing thus  presented  to '  you  a  view 
of  the  operations  of  our  credit 
establishments,  I  have  to  beg  that 
you  will  bring  to  the  examination 
of  these  accounts  the  same  atteo* 
tion  and  impartiality  which  in  fop* 
mer  years  so  powerfully  ctmtribated 
to  convince  the  public  of  1^  order 
observed  in  those  establish mente, 
and  the  scrupulous  punctoality«with 
which  they  adhere  to  the  course 
originally  traced  out  for  them.  For 
my  part,  I  shall  not  fail  to  co^pe^ 
rate  in  every  thing  capable  of  sup« 
porting  and  consolidating  them^ 
by  combining  their  fiitore  opera* 
tions  with  the  actual  situation  of 
affairs,  with  the  experience  of  the 
past,  with  the  beneficent  inlen« 
tions  of  our  august '  Sovereign, 
and  consequently  with  the  publiu 
interest,  as  well  as  with  the  inte- 
rests of  individuals.^' 

Persia. 

The  Persian  Minister,  Mirsa  Ma- 
homed Saulit,  having  efi^ted  the  eb* 
ject  of  bis  mission  to  this  oountry,awl 
made  the  necessary  arrangemeats 
for  his  departure  for  Russia,  in  the 
Jasper  sloop  of  war,  lias  issued,- aa 
his  last  public  act,  an  offieial  ooti* 
fication  fipm  the  Prince  Royal  of 
Persia,  to  the  people  of  England, 
and  the  several  other  European  na* 
tions,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: — 

"  As  m&ny  families  from  Em* 
ropean  countries  have   lately   re- 
sorted, soDie  to  Anteiica  and  New 
Holland, 
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Hollandy  and  others  to  Geocgia 
aod  Da^btstan,  as  settlers;  his 
Royal  Highness  Abbas  Mirza,  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Persia,  through 
the  medium  of  bis  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britaiu,  peisooally 
assures  all  those  who  may  be.  in- 
clined to  take  up  their  residence  in 
his  kingdom  of  Adzirbijan,  of 
which  the  capital  is  Tabriz,  that, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  district  of 
Sauvidgeboulogh,  he  will  irnme^ 
diately  assign  to  them  portions  of 
land*  with  residences  attached,  and 
every  requisite  for  their  comfort 
and  subsistence.  The  soil  will 
yield  abundant  crops  of  wheat,  bar* 
ley,  lice,  cotton,  and  every  species 
of  fruit  or  grain  they  may  choose 
to  cultivate ;  and  the  natural  pro* 
duce  of  the  country  exceeds  that  of 
any  other  quarter  of  the  globe. 
Besides  receiving  grants  of  lands, 
such  settlers  ehall,  as  long  as  they 
reside  in  Persia,  be  exempt  from  all 
taxes  or  conttibutions  of  any  kind ; 
their  property  and  persons  be  held 
sacred,  under  the  immediate  pro- 
tection of  the  Prince  himself;  who 
further  engages,  that  they  shall  be 
treated  with  the  greatest  kindness 
and  attention,  and,  as  is  the  custom 
of  Persia,  be  at  full  libeity  to  en- 
joy their  own  religious  opinions 
and  feelings,  and  to  follow,  without 
control  or  interruption*  their  own 
mode  of  worship.  As  all  travel- 
lers who  have  visited  Persia  agree 
that  it  is  the  best  climate  under  the 
sun,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state, 
by  way  of  exemplification,  that  it 
is  the  usual  place  of  resort  for  per« 
sons  whose  health  has  been  im- 
paired by  a  residence  in  India,  and 
it  rarely  happens  that  such  invar 
lids  do  not  speedily  become  con- 
valescent from  the  change. 

**  His  Royal  Highness,  in  issuing 
his  commanida  to  give  publicity  to 


these  sentimenta,  is  prompted  by 
an  ardent  desire  naturally  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  settlers,  aod 
tiie  improvement  of  bis  country ; 
which  be  is  convinced,  from  pstt 
experience,  would  be  greatly  ad- 
vanced in  knowledge,  and  mate- 
rially benefited  in  every  point  of 
view,  by  a  more  extended  and  fa- 
miliar intercourse  with  £uropean8i 
and  especially  with  those  whom  he 
has  ever  felt  pleasure  in  designa- 
ting *his  English  friends.' 

*'  The  uudersigned,  in  thus  pro- 
mulgating the  views  and  wishes 
of  his  Prince,  in  obedience  to  the 
positive  commands  with  which  he 
has  been  honoured,  scarcely  con- 
ceives it  necessary  to  offer  any 
observalions  upon  the  assurances 
given  in  this  paper,  as  the  charac- 
ter of  his  Royal  Highness  is  so  well 
understood,  and  has  been  so  duly 
appreciated  by  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  who  have  for  years  heeo 
domiciled  in  Persia,  and  to  whkh 
many  authors  both  of  that  and  other 
countries  have  added  their  testi- 
mony; but  for  the  satisfaction  of 
such  individuals  as  may  not  have 
the  facility  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion upcm  this  point,  the  Prince's 
devoted  servant  and  humble  re- 
presentative begs  leave  to  state 
that  his  Royal  Master  has  ever 
been  characterized  as  amiable,  just, 
benevcilent,  and  honourable  in  the 
highest  degree  ;  though  dignified  io 
his  deportment,  extremely  affiible; 
proverbially  of  a  liberal,  enlight' 
ened,  and  magnanimous  mind;  poa* 
sessing  great  intellectual  powers, 
ifrhich  are  nobly  applied;  a  strenu- 
ous advocate  for  pure  aiorahty».and 
religion  without  bigotry;  thefneod 
of  the  oppressed  and  needy;  ttni" 
formly  administering  strict  aod 
impartial  justice,  but  at  the  same 
time  exercising  his  high  premg** 
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tive  with  the  most  merciful  consi- 
deration ;  ardent  in  his  endeavours 
to  cultivate  the  mind,  and  improve 
the  condition  of  all  classes  of  his 
subjects,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  is  placed  will 
admit ;  indeed,  it  may  be  said  with 
truth,  that  be  is  pre-eminently  dis- 
tinguished for  every  virtue  that  is 
estimable  in  civilised  society,  or 
that  can  adorn  and  dignify  the  mo- 
narch or  the  man. 

'<  Mahomid  Saulit. 
**  No. 25,  Great  Coram-street, 
London,  July  8.'* 


South  American  Ikdepen- 

DENCS. 

Preliminary  Cativention  agreed  upon 
between  the  Government  of 
Buenos-Jt/res  and  the  Commis- 
nonerB  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
The  Government  of  Buenos- 
Ay  res  having  recognized,  and 
caused  to  be  recognized,  in  virtue 
of  credentials  presented  and  legal- 
ized in  competent  form,  Senores 
Don  Antonio  Luis  Pereyra  and  Don 
Luis  de  la  Robla,  as  Commission- 
ers from  the  Government  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty;  and  it  being 
proposed  to  the  said  Senores,  by  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
said  state  of  Buenos- Ay  res,  to 
agree  to  a  Convention  preliminary 
to  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Amity  which  is  to  be  con- 
cluded between  the  Government 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty  and 
the  Government  of  the  Uqited 
Provinces,  upon  the  bases  esta- 
blished in  the  law  of  the  19th  of 
June  of  the  present  year;  they, 
after  considering  and  reciprocally 
discussing  whatever  they  held  to 
be  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
better  adjustment  of  the  relations 
of  the  said  States,  have,  in  the  ex- 
1823. 


ertise  of  the  character  with  which 
they  are  invested,  and  of  the  powers 
conferred  on  them,  agreed  to  the 
said  Preliminary  Convention  in  the 
terms  expressed  in  the  following  . 
articles  : — 

Article  1.  After  sixty  days, 
reckoning  from  the  ratification  of 
the  present  Convention  by  the  Go- 
vernments 4o  which  it  applies,  all 
hostilities,  by  sea  and  by  land,  shall 
cease  between  the  said  Govern- 
ments and  the  Spanish  nation. 

2.  In  consequence,  the  General 
of  the  forces  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty at  present  in  Peru,  will  con- 
tinue in  the  positions  which  he 
shall  occupy  at  the  time  of  the 
convention  being  notified  to  him, 
saving  the  particular  stipulations 
which,  for  reciprocal  convenience, 
the  adjacent  Governments  may 
propose  or  accept,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  their  respective  lines 
of  occupation  during  the  suspension 
of  hostilities. 

3.  The  relations  of  commerce, 
with  the  sole  exception  of  articles 
contraband  of  war,  shall,  during 
the  period  of  the  said  suspension, 
be  fully  re-established  between  the 
provinces  of  the  Spanish  Mo- 
narchy, those  occupied  by  the  ar- 
mies of  his  Catholic  Majesty  in 
Peru,  and  the  states  which  ratify 
this  convention. 

4.  In  consequence,  the  flags  of 
the  respective  States  shall  be  re- 
ciprocally respected  and  admitted 
into  each  other's  ports. 

6,  The  relations  of  maritime 
commerce  between  the  Spanish 
nation  and  the  States  which  may 
ratify  this  Convention,  shall  be 
regulated  by  a  special  Convention, 
the  framing  of  which  shall  be  en- 
tered upon  in  pursuance  of  the  pre- 
sent convention. 

6.  Neither  the  Authorities  ad- 
t  K  ministering 
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mtmstcring  the  provinces  of  Peru 
in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, nor  the  adjacent  States,  shall 
impose  on  the  trade  of  each  other 
higher  duties  than  those  which 
may  exist  at  the  period  of  the  con* 
elusion  of  the  present  convention. 

7.  The  suspension  of  hostilities 
shall  subsist  for  the  space  of  eigh- 
teen months. 

8.  Within  the  said  period  the 
Government  of  the  State  of  Buenos- 
Ay  res  will  negotiate^  through  the 
medium  of  a  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  and  conformahly  to  the  law 
of  the  19tbof  June,  the  conclusion 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  between  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  States  of  the  Ame- 
rican Ctmtinent  to  which  the  said 
law  refers. 

p.  In  case  of  the  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities, such  renewal  shall  not 
take  place,  nor  shall  the  relations 
of  commerce  be  interrupted,  until 
four  months  after  the  intimation 
of  hostilities. 

10.  The  law  existing  in  the 
Spanish  Monarchy,  as  well  as  in 
the  State  of  Buenos- Ay  res,  re- 
specting the  inviolability  of  pro- 
perty, even  though  it  may  be  an 
enemy's  property,  shall  have  full 
force,  in  the  case  of  the  operation 
of  the  preceding  article,  within  the 
territories  of  the  Governments 
which  may  ratify  this  convention, 
and  reciprocally. 

11.  As  soon  as  the  Government 
of  Buenos-^Ayres  shall  be  autho- 
rised by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives ta  ratify  this  convention,  it 
will  negotiate  the  accession  thereto 
of  the  Governments  of  Chile,  Peru, 
and  the  other  united  provinces  of 
thfl  Rio  de  la  Plata ;  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  his  Catholic  Majestj 
wiUy  at  the  same  time,  take  every 


means  for  giving  to  this  accession, 
on  the  part  of  the  autliorities  of  bis 
Catholic  Majesty,  the  most  prompt 
and  complete  effect. 

12.  For  the  due  efi«ct  and  va- 
lidity of  this  convention,  the  ne- 
cessary copies  shall  be  signed  and 
sealed  on  the  part  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Catholic  Majesty 
with  their  seal,  and  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  Buenos- Ayres 
with  the  seal  of  the  Department  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Buenos- Ayres,  July  4. 
(Signed)     Ant.  Luis  Perbtra, 
Luis  be  la  Robla, 
Commissioners  of  his  Catholic 

Majesty. 
Bernardin  Rivadavia, 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Law  Project — Single  Article. 

The  Government  is  authorized 
to  ratify  the  Preliminary  Conven- 
tion concluded  on  the  4th  of  the 
present  month  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Buenos- Ayres 
and  the  Commissioners  of  his  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  resident  there  ;  and 
also  to  negotiate  the  accession 
thereto  of  the  States  and  Govern- 
ments mentioned  in  article  11.  of 
the  said  Convention. 

Rivadavia. 

Law  Project — Single  Article. 

The  war  which  the  King  Louis 
XVIII.  is  preparing  to  make  on 
the  Spanish  nation  being  directly 
and  principally  opposed-  to  the 
principle  recognized  in  article  1.  of 
the  law  of  the  10th  of  May,  182?, 
in  case  that  aggression  should  be 
realized,  the  Government  is  au- 
thorized to  negotiate, — after  the 
conclusion  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  and  anaity  with  his  Ca- 
tholic Majesty  on  the  bases  of  the 
law  of  the  19  th  of  June,  to  which 
treaty  the  ConventioD  of  the  4th 
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of  July  current  is  pretirDinary, — 
that  there  shall  be  voted,  by  the 
AiDericAD  States  recognized  in- 
dependent, in  virtue  of  the  said 
definitive  treaty,  for  maintaining 
the  independence  of  Spain  under  the 
representative  systemy  the  same 
sum  of  twenty  millions  as  that 
which  in  the  month  of  March  last 
was  supplied  for  destroying  it  by 
the  Chambers  of  Paris. 
Buenos-Ayres,  July  4. 

RlVADAVIA. 


Decree  of  the  King  op  Spaik 

upon  his  Liberation  by  the  French 

Troops. 

The  scandalous  excesses  which 
preceded,  accompanied,  and  fol- 
lowed the  establishment  of  the 
Democratical  Constitution  of  Ca- 
diz, in  the  month  of  March  1820, 
have  been  made  public,  and  known 
to  all  my  subjects. 

The  most  criminal  treason,  the 
most  disgraceful  baseness,  the  most 
horrible  offences  against  my  Royal 
person — these,  coupled  with  vio- 
lence, were  the  means  employed 
to  change  essentially  the  paternal 
Government  of  my  kingdom  into  a 
democratical  code,  the  fertile  source 
of  disasters  and  misfortunes. 

My  subjects,  accustomed  to  live 
under  wise  and  moderate  laws,  and 
such  as  were  conformable  to  their 
manners  and  customs,  and  which 
during  so  many  ages  constituted 
the  welfare  of  their  ancestors,  soon 
gave  public  and  universal  proofs  of 
their  disapprobation  and  contempt 
of  the  new  Constitutional  System. 
All  classes  of  the  State  expe- 
rienced the  mischiefs  caused  by 
the  new  institutions. 

Tyrannically  governed,  by  vir- 
tue and  in  the  name  of  the  Consti- 
tution, secretly  watched  in  all  their 


private  concerns,  it  was  not  possi- 
ble to  restore  order  or  ju3tice ;  and 
they  could  not  obey  laws  establish* 
ed  by  perfidy  and  treason,  sus- 
tained by  violence,  and  the  source 
of  the  most  dreadful  disorders,  of 
the  most  desolating  anarchy,  and 
of  universal  calamity. 

The  general  voice  was  heard 
from  all  sides  against  the  tyran- 
nical Constitujtion ;  it  called  for 
the  cessation  of  a  code  null  in  ita 
origin,  illegal  in  its  formation,  and 
unjust  in  its  principle;  it  called 
fer  the  maintenance  of  the  sacred 
religion  of  their  ancestors,  for  the 
re-establishment  of  our  fundamen« 
tal  laws,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  my  legitimate  rights— rightt 
which  1  have  received  from  my 
ancestors,  and  ^hich  my  Subjects 
have  solemnly  sitotn  to  defend* 

This  general  cry  of  the  nation 
was  not  raised  in  vaiii. 

In  all  the  provinces  armed  corps 
were  formed,  whi<fh  leagued  them- 
seKes  against  the  soldiers  of  tbe 
Constitution  ;  sometimes  they  were 
conquerors— ^sometimes  they  were 
conquered;  but  tbey  always  re- 
mained firm  to  the  cause  of  religion 
and  of  the  monarchy. 

Their  enthusiasm  in  tbe  de- 
fence of  objects  so  sacred  never  de- 
serted them  under  the  reverses  of 
war ;  and  preferring  death  to  the 
sac ri lice  of  those  great  betiefits, 
my  subjects  convinced  £urope,  by 
their  fidelity  and  their  constancy, 
that  although  Spain  nourished  in 
her  bosom  some  unnatural  chil- 
dren, the  sons  of  rel>ellion,  the  na- 
tion in  general  was  religious,  mo- 
narchical, and  passionately  devoted 
to  its  legitimate  Sovereign. 

The  whole  of  Europe — well 
aware  of  my  captivity,  and  of  that 
of  all  tbe  Royal  Family,  of  the  de- 
plorable situation  of  my  loyal  and 
faithful 
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fkithful  subjects,  and  of  the  per- 
fiicious  doctrines  which  Spanish 
agents  were  disseminating  on  all 
sides — ^resolved  to  put  an  end  to  a 
state  of  things  which  constituted  a 
common  reproach,  and  which  me- 
naced with  destruction  all  thrones 
and  all  ancient  institutions,  in  order 
to  substitute  impiety  and  profli-. 
gacy. 

France,  intrusted  with  so  sacred 
an  enterprise,  has  triumphed  in  a 
few  months  over  the  efforts  of  all 
the  rebels  of  the  world,  collected 
for  the  misery  of  Spain  upon  her 
classic  soil  of  fidelity  and  loyalty. 

My  august  and  well -beloved 
cousin,  the  Duke  d'Angouleme,  at 
the  head  of  a  valiant  army,  a  con- 
queror throughout  all  my  terri- 
tories, has  rescued  me  from  the 
slavery  in  which  I  pined,  and  re- 
stored me  to  my  constant  and  faith- 
ful subjects. 

Replaced  upon  the  throne  of  St. 
Ferdinand,  by  the  just  and  wise 
hand  of  Providence,  as  well  as  by 
the  generous  efforts  of  my  noble 
allies,  and  the  valiant  enterprise  of 
my  cousin  the  Duke  d'Angouleme 
and  his  brave  army,  desirous  of  ap- 
plying a  remedy  to  the  most  press- 
ing necessities  of  my  people,  and 
of  manifesting  to  all  my  real  will 
in  this  the  first  moment  of  my  re- 
covered liberty,  1  have  authorized 
the  following  decree : — 

Art.  1.  All  the  acts  of  the  Go- 
vernment called  Constitutional  (of 
whatever  kind  and  description  they 
may  be),  a  system  which  oppressed 
my  people  from  the  7th  March, 
1 820,  until  1  St  of  October,  1 82d,  are 
declared  null  and  void, declaring, 
as  I  now  declare,  that  during  the 
whole  of  that  period  I  have  been 
deprived  of  my  liberty,  obliged  to 
sanction  laws  and  authorize  orders, 
decrees,  and  regulations,  which  the 


said  Government  framed  and  exe- 
cuted, against  my  will. 

2.  I  approve  of  every  thing 
which  has  been  decreed  and  ordered 
by  the  Provisional  Junta  of  Govern- 
ment, and  by  the  Regency,  the  one 
created  at  CWarzun,  April  9,  the 
other  May  2o,  in  the  present  year, 
waiting,  meanwhile,  until,  suffi- 
ciently informed  as  to  the  wants 
of  my  people,  I  may  be  able  to  be- 
stow those  laws,  and  adopt  those 
measures,  which  shall  be  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  their  real  pros- 
perity and  welfare,  the  constant  ob- 
ject of  all  my  wishes. 

You  may  communicate  this  d»» 
cree  to  all  the  Ministers. 

(Signed  by  the  Royal  hand.) 
DoK  Victor  Saez. 

Port  St.  Mary,  Oct.  1. 

(Supplement  to  El  Restaurador  of 
the  16th    October,    distributed 
gratis  in  Madrid.) 
Representation  of  the  City  of  Co" 
runna  against  the  Chambers,  and 
in  favovr  of  the  Holy  Tribunal 
of  the  Inquisition, 
"  The    Ayuntamiento  of   the 
most  noble  and  most  loyal  city  o( 
Corunna,  the  capital  of  the  king- 
dom of  Galicia,  with  a  voice  in 
Cortes,  now  addresses  your  Serene 
Highnesses,  to  make  known  their 
own  sentiments  and  the  sentiments 
of  the    inhabitants  of    the  town 
which  they  represent.     Mors  than 
three  years  of  oppression,  and  all 
the   cruel   vexations    experienced 
during  the  siege  the  town  has  sus- 
tained, were  incapable  of  stifling, 
or  even   lessening  their  love    for 
their    religion    and    thdr    King. 
During  the  latter  days  of  the  siege, 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  were  ex- 
posed to  eveiy  kind  of  insult  from 
the  rebels.     Exorbitant  exactions 
-^excessive  labour  on  the  fortifi- 
cations 
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cations— and,  finally,  a  multitude 
of  assassinations,  are  the  benefits 
conferred  by  the  malig^ants ;  but 
these  acts  only  rendered  them 
greater  objects  of  abhorrence,  with- 
out at  all  changing  the  sentiments 
of  the  Corunnians.  It  was  surely 
by  a  miracle  that  this  city  at  length 
recovered  its  liberty  on  a  21st  day, 
having  lost  it  on  another  Slst. 
Without  doubt  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  God  Almighty,  that  those  chains 
which  were  imposed  by  the  anar- 
chic faction  on  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary should  be  broken  on  the  21st 
of  August.  But  we  now  breathe 
freely;  and  to  secure  peace  and 
tranquillity,  it  is  only  requisite 
that  the  measures  necessary  for  ex- 
terminating the  numerous  sects, 
and  which  prudence  and  the  general 
welfare  dictate,  should  be  imme- 
diately adopted. 

'*  Vain  would  be  all  that  has 
been  done,  if,  because  the  ring- 
leaders of  the  mischief  are  put 
down  by  the  armies  of  the  Most 
Christian  Louis  XVIIL,  no  fear 
were  to  be  entertained  for  their 
farther  progress:  but  as  they  never 
cease  to  conspire,  it  is  necessary 
to  take  proper  precautions.  Proud 
and  stiff-necked,  they  even  now 
return  scorn  for  the  benignity  with 
which  they  have  been  treated ; 
and  their  audacity  gives  reason  to 
apprehend  that  they  are  meditating 
the  means  of  again  involving  us  in 
civil  war.  Their  hopes  are  found- 
ed on  the  kind  of  Government 
which  tbey  openly  pretend  is  to  be 
established,  and  which  being  in  its 
nature  very  much  like  that  iust  de- 
stroyed, they  will  find  in  it  liberty, 
the  inevitable  cause  of  our  misfor- 
tunes. Therefore  this  Ayuntami- 
ent«>  hasten  to  unite  their  voice  to 
that  of  the  magistracies  of  so  many 
other  towns  of  Spain,  in  order  to 


manifest  their  fidelity  to  the  au- 
gust captive  Sovereign,  and  to 
oppose  every  innovation,  since  by 
innovations  we  have  suffered  so 
much. 

**  llie  rebels  being  compelled  to 
be  silent  respecting  their  Jacobin 
Code,  still  endeavoured  to  hold  up 
,  that  kind  of  government  for  which 
one  of  the  Secret  Societies  has 
greatly  laboured  during  this  fetal 
period — that  is  to  say,  a  Govern- 
ment of  Chambers.  Thus  they 
mean  to  enslave  us  anew ;  for,, that 
Government  being  similar  to  the 
one  destroyed,  they  will  in  the  end 
make  it  the  same.  They  would 
cover  themselves  with  the  will  of 
the  nation ;  but  that  has  been  well 
demonstrated.  What  did  not  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Spain 
do,  when  the  liberating  army  en- 
tered? They  were  all  eager  to 
present  themselves  before  it,  and 
to  receive  it  with  the  joy  of  cap- 
tives relieved  from  dungeons ;  and 
their  expressions  were  no  other 
than  these — *  Live  Religion  !  Live 
the  King!  and  Uve  the  Lawt  of 
our  Father$!*  These  enchanting 
words  succeeded  to  the  highly  sedi- 
tious, which  the  perfidious  men  em- 
ployed during  the  period  of  their 
domination ;  and  these  words  clearly 
prove  that  the  Spanish  people  have 
no  other  wish  than  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  holy  religion,  the  sove- 
reignty of  their  Lord  Don  Fer- 
dinand VII.,  and  the  wise  institu- 
tions of  their  ancestors.  Those 
who  publish  the  contrary  are  not 
ignorant  of  this,  since,  to  convince 
them  of  it,  it  is  sufficient  to  refer 
to  the  almost  innumerable  repre- 
sentations on  the  same  subject  from 
the  towns  of  Spain  to  your  Serene 
Highnesses. 

"  Not  only  is  the  wish,  but  the 

character  and   the  habits  of  the 

Spanish 
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SpaniBb  nation  are  also  opposed 
to  such  a  Government.  The  sedi- 
tious slill  have  arms  in  their  hands 
in  various  parts,  which  they  will 
have  to  surrender  on  your  orders ; 
hut  their  secret  labours  will  last 
longer  than  their  power,  since  they 
have  long  been  accustomed  tu  obey 
those  persons  whom  they  consider 
authorised  to  do  every  thing  by  the 
disorganizing  principle  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  people.  There  never 
wiU  be  an  end  to  parties ;  hatreds 
will  eternally  exist,  and  Spanish 
blood  will  again  be  shed  by  Spa- 
niards, if  there  again  be  permitted 
the  liberty  of  public  discussion  in 
an  assembly  whence  such  incen- 
diary maxims  flow,  and  if,  instead 
of  completely  casting  down  the 
pride  of  those  who  seek  for  our 
ruin,  anew  field  be  opened  for  their 
intrigues, 

*'  The  habits  and  the  inclina- 
tions of  the  Spanish  people  are  in 
complete  opposition  to  any  Go- 
vernment of  this  kind.  Content 
to  obey  the  paternal  regulations  of 
their  kings  and  lords,  they  never 
wish  to  make  laws,  and  we  assert 
that  it  would  be  to  pervert  tbem 
from  their  nature  to  compel  tbem 
to  the  contrary  practice.  The 
people  would  become  the  sport  of 
the  rebels,  who,  governing  their 
popular  elections  as  they  have  al- 
ready done,  would  without  doubt 
labour  directly  to  destroy  the  altar 
and  tbe  throne.  The  Spaniards 
who  propose  chambers  are  evi- 
dently enemies  of  both  the  altar 
and  throne;  for  in  general  they 
are  the  very  same  men  who  shed 
the  blood  of  the  Ministers  of  Hea- 
ven, and  plunder  its  churches. 
What!  is  it  possible,  that  those 
anarchists,  those  infamous  dema- 
gogues, those  perfidious  men  who 
have  so  often  attempted  the  life  of 


their  Sovereign,  can  remain  unpu- 
nished, and  be  allowed  to  mock  up- 
right and  loyal  Spaniards?  God 
forbid !  Corruption  has  penetrated 
every  class  to  such  a  degree,  that 
it  is  certain  there  would  be  parties 
in  both  chambers;  and  we,  per- 
haps, should  not  be  long  in  seeing 
some  malignant  deputy  who  would 
dare  to  say,  '  that  the  intention  of 
those  who  constructsd  the  Jacobin 
code  was  nothing  else  than  to  teach 
the  Spanish  people  to  behold  witk 
indifference  a  mosque  erected  by 
the  side  of  a  church.'  Here  the 
freedom  of  customs  and  libertinism 
would  be  completely  sanctioned, 
but  that  is  what  would  be  above 
all  things  most  shocking  to  the 
Spanish  character.  The  zeal  of 
Spaniards  for  the  Catholic  religion 
has  been  so  fully  demonstrated, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  it  for 
a  moment :  their  blood  has  flowed 
to  preserve  it,  and  they  will  shed 
the  last  drop  of  it  rather  than  allow 
tliemselves  to  be  deprived  of  so 
invaluable  a  blessing — a  danger  to 
which  they  would  be  exposed  by 
a  Government  with  chambers,  in 
consequence  of  seductive  speeches. 
Let  us  repress,  then,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, exterminate  men  who  are  so 
pertinacious;  and,  to  avoid  tbe 
contagion,  let  us  re-establish  the 
institutions  which  experience  ha& 
proved  to  be  the  best  calculated  for 
the  preservation  of  religion. 

**  The  Ayuntamiento  have  thus 
come  to  the  religious  part  of  their 
representation.  Nothing  is  so  fit 
to  render  men  contented  as  the  re- 
gulation of  their  conscience ;  and 
accordingly  the  observance  of  the 
law  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  best 
means  of  teaching  obedience  to  all 
those  laws  which  emanate  from  the 
supreme  civil  power,  respect  to 
every  authority,  and  the  fulfil- 
ment 
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ment  of  all  social  duties.  Pre- 
serve, then,  in  all  its  purity,  the 
Holy  Catholic  religion,  by  eradi- 
cating errors,  and  teaching  its  true 
principles.  The  first  of  these 
great  objects  will  be  obtained  by 
re-establishing  the  holy  tribunal  of 
the  Inquisition,  and  that^  and  no- 
thing but  thatf  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing such  salutary  effects.  The 
experience  of  more  than  three 
ages  has  fully  demonstrated  that 
Spain,  by  maintaining  that  im- 
pregnable bulwark  in  her  bosom, 
maintained  her  adored  religion  un- 
stained by  the  frightful  tints  of 
heresy,  and  at  the  same  time  kept 
herself  free  from  the  wars  that 
desolated  other  countries.  The 
Inquisition,  by  placing  a  strong 
wall  between  heresy  and  Spain, 
prevented  the  country  from  suffer- 
ing iujury,  because  in  it  the  de- 
pository of  its  faith  was  preserved 
pure.  Besides*  that  holy  tribunal 
is  what  the  impious  most  fear; 
against  it  their  envenomed  pens 
have  been  employed  during  the 
three  years  of  libertinism  ;  but  its 
very  shadow  dismays  them,  and 
consequently  it  is  impossible  not  to 
perceive  that  it  is  of  all  things  the 
best  calculated  for  exterminating 
errors.  All  the  declamations  of 
the  malignants  against  so  holy  an 
institution  deserve  no  attention, 
since  the  sacrifices  which  they  pre- 
tend to  have  been  made  of  inno- 
cent persons,  exist  only  in  their 
imaginations,  and,  were  even  all 
they  assert  granted,  on  a  compa- 
rison with  other  tribunals,  our  Holy 
Inquisition  would  be  found  to  have 
the  advantage.  But  this  is  not 
the  place  for  a  dissertation  on  that 
point.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  Ayun- 
tamiento  to  point  to  the  reasons 
which  induce  them  to  solicit  the 
re-establishment  of  that  bulwark 
of  religion. 


"The  errors  which  have  been 
introduced  once  exterminated,  it 
then  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
how  future  generations  may  be  im- 
bued with  religions  and  truly  pa- 
triotic maxims,  since  thus  will  be 
raised  up  men  decidedly  lovers  of 
their  religion  and  their  King.  Eda- 
ration  must  therefore  be  intrusted' 
to  the  most  zealous  and  spotless 
teachers,  since,  on  the  first  ele- 
ments of  instruction,  depends  the 
future  happiness  of  individuals  and 
nations.  The  innovating  philo- 
sophers were  well  convinced  of 
this  truth  ;  and  under  that  convic- 
tion, one  of  the  most  distinguished 
among  them  declared  that  it  was 
indispensable  for  them  to  get  an 
ascendancy  over  the  minds  of 
youth.  On  that  account  they  ex- 
erted themselves  to  overthrow  that 
establishment  which  throughout 
nearly  all  Catholic  Europe  was 
intrusted  with. the  important  duty 
of  instruction — namely,  the  So- 
ciety of  Jesus.  It  is  well  known 
what  reproaches  and  sarcasms  were 
vomited  against  that  order  on  its 
extinction,  and  on  the  expulsion 
of  its  members  from  different  coun- 
tries. But  it  is  precisely  since 
that  respectable  body  was  extin- 
guished, that  there  has  been  a 
rapid  diffusion  of  the  ideas  hostile 
to  the  altar  and  the  throne,  which 
at  length  caused  the  convulsions 
which  we  have  witnessed.  The 
most  effectual  remedy  must  then 
be  that  which  opposes  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  innovators  in  propa- 
gating their  notions.  Accordingly, 
to  restore  the  Jesuits,  and  confide 
to  them  the  instruction  of  youth, 
would  be  to  give  a  final  blow  to 
that  ill-omened  sect,  which  has  in- 
flicted so  much  evil  upon  us. 

'*  Deign,  then,  to  attend  to  the 

representation  of   the  inhabitants 

of    this   city,   represented  by  its 

Ayuntan^iento. 
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Ayuntamiento.  Do  not  permit 
any  kind  of  innovation  in  our  Go- 
vernment, nor  suffer  our  beloved 
Sovereign  to  be  deprived  of  any 
of  the  prerogatives  sworn  to  him 
by  the  kingdom,  on  his  ascend- 
ing the  throne.  Re-establish  the 
Holt  Tribunal  of  the  Faith, 
that  the  impious  may  be  struck 
dumb  and  put  to  flight,  and  return 
no  more  to  propagate  their  perni- 
cious principles.  Finally,  consign 
the  education  of  youth  to  the  So* 
ciety  of  Jesus,  to  perforni  that 
duty  in  the  same  manner  as'before 
its  extinction,  in  order  that  our 
tranquillity  may  thus  be  lasting. 


'*  Please  to  receive  the  tribate 
of  the  most  cordial  demonstrations 
of  the  respectof  this  Ayuntamiento, 
who  never  cease  to  pray  that  the 
Almighty  will  speedily  deliver  our 
beloved  Sovereign  from  his  cap- 
tivity, and  preserve  for  many 
years  the  lives  of  your  Highnesses, 
of  which  the  nation  has  so  much 
need. 

*'  Corunna,  in  the  AyuntamientOi 
September  10, 1829. 

(Signed  by) 

Andres  de  Castro, 
*  Perpetual  Alcalde, 

And  the  other  Members   of  the 
Ayuntamiento." 
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i.-*-A  ROOM  was  opened  in  Ca- 
pel  court,  adjoining  the  Stock 
Exchange,  f<ur  transactions  in  the 
Foreign  securities,  which  have 
been  hitherto  conducted  openly 
on  the  Royal  Exchange. 

The  premises  at  Chard,  in 
which  the  large  woollen  cloth  fac- 
tory has  for  many  years  been  car- 
ried on,  but  which  have  been 
lately  abandoned  in  consequence 
of  ^e  general  decay  of  that  im« 
portant  branch  of  trade  in  the 
West  of  England,  have  been  taken 
foy  some  manufacturers  of  patent 
lace. — Upwards  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred hands  are  to  be  employed. 
A  steam-engine  and  gas  apparatus 
mre  erecting  on  the  premises,  the 
latter  being  for  the  purpose  of 
furnishing  gas,  through  the  pare 
flame  of  which  (he  lace  is  rapidly 
pasbed  for  divesting  it  of  its  downy 
maments.  The  net  is  subsequently 
aetit  to  France,  where  it  receives 
a  rich  and  elegant  improvement, 
fay  the  addition  of  curiously 
wrougiit  foliage  and  flowers,  and 
is  then  returned  to  this  country, 
in  which,  notwithstanding  this 
eh^dnd^  course,  it  anqily  realizes 
the  iHtp^s  contemplate  by  the 
iiiff^nio^fi  patentees. 


The  Managing  Committee  of 
the  Houseless  Poor  Society,  has 
thought  proper  to  apply  the  sur- 
plus sums  collected  last  winter  in 
fitting  up  an  extensive  bailding, 
which  was  formerly  a  distillerjr, 
and  is  situated  in  HondunCs-Street, 
Old-street,  St.  Luke's,  for  the 
nightly  admission  of  outcasts.  On 
the  ground-floor  there  is  a  ward 
about  SOO  feet  long,  and  40  wide ; 
on  each  side,  7  feet  from  the  wall, 
is  a  partition  of  wood  a  foot  high, 
inside  of  which  is  strewed  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  straw,  on  which 
the  applicants  repose.  At  each 
end  of  the  apartment  is  a  fire  of 
prodigious  size,  inclosed  with  a 
circular  grating.  In  the  cmitre 
are  several  gas  burners,  and  at  the 
end  is  the  Committee-room,  where 
the  paupers  are  examined  before 
thev  are  allowed  to  take  refuge. 
This  ward  is  for  the  reception  of 
males  only,  and  will  contain  bH- 
tween  S90  and  400.  There  is 
another  ward  of  ample  dimensions 
above  stairs,  fitted  up  in  a  simikar 
manner  for  females.  The  appli- 
cants are  admitted  at  six  o'clock 
every  evening,  when  they  are  pre- 
sented with  a  huge  piece  of  bread 
ofs/y,  and  are  turned  out  at  8  o'clock 
next  morning  with  the  same  al- 
lowance. 

Colonel  Fortune, — A  gentlemen, 

so  calling  himself,  was  a  sojourner 
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mt  the  Okmeetter  Amis  Hotel  for 
better  than  a  twelvemonth: — ^he 
obtained  his  rank  and  distinction, 
it  it  said,  by  what  is  called  a  Colo- 
nel of  Guides  in  the  American 
war.  He  was  pensioned  by  Lord 
Cornwallis;  his  income  was  rather 
tmder  100/.  per  annum.  He  left 
the  Gloucester  Hotel  for  Hurst,  a 
eauntry  village  ten  or  twelve  miles 
.  hence,  nearly  six  months  ago,  in 
the  hope  of  inq>rovinff  his  hesJth. 
He  was  naturally  of  a  cheerful 
ditposition«  and  which  did  not  de- 
sert him  in  illness,  though  attend- 
ed with  a  gradual  but  general 
,  decay  of  the  whole  system.  Find- 
ing his  end  inevitably  approaching, 
he  ordered  a  cofBn,  for  which  he 
was  measured,  and  had  it  fashion- 
ad  according  to  his  own  fancy ;  it 
consisted  of  polished  planks  of 
ehn,  without  the  ornamental  nails, 
but  with  the  initial  letters  of  his 
christian  and  surname  on  the  lid. 
The  inscription  followed ;  no  term 
of  his  age  was  specified,  which 
was  about  75  or  76.  This  depo- 
sitory for  his  remains  comj^ted, 
he  careftdly  aired  a  pair  of  white 
•ilk  hoee,  white  overalls  or  trow- 
sers,  a  light  morning  gown,  and  a 
white  cotton  night-cap.  Those 
he  continued  to  pay  attention  to, 
diat  they  raig^t  be  fit  for  use,  he 
said,  when  needed.  His  particu- 
lar request  was,  that  his  arms  in 
his  coffin  should  not  be  extooded 
on  each  side  of  him,  but  placed 
across  the  breast.  His  dissolu- 
tion oocmred  at  Hurst,  about 
three  weeks  since.  He  died  with- 
out a  struggle  or  apparent  pain. 
His  wishes,  as  above  expressed, 
were  scrupulously  observed. 

Spr^  cftke  sea  at  Manc^ifter. — 
It  maybe  in  the  recollection  of 
some  of  our  readers,  that  after  the 
l^real  atonn  which  took  place  on 


the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  Decem- 
ber, last  year,  it  was  stated  in  one 
of  the  Manchester  Papers,  that 
crystals  of  salt  had  been  found  m 
the  windows  of  a  gentleman's 
house  in  Salford,  indicating  that 
the  spray  from  the  sea  must  have 
been  driven  to  that  distance  in- 
land by  the  violence  of  the  wind. 
Many  persons  regarded  this  state- 
ment with  incredulity,  but  the  fact 
has  received  complete  confirmation 
from  various  sources  during  the 
last  few  days.  Amongst  others, 
Mr.  T.  Blackwdl,  of  Crumpsall, 
observing  the  appearance,  and,  we 
believe,  the  taste  of  the  incrusta- 
tions on  his  windows,  rubbed  a 
sponge  over  the  glass,  and  took  it 
to  Mr.  J.  Dalton,  a  very  eminent 
chymist  in  Manchester,  for  the 
purpose  of  requestii^  him  to  ana- 
lize  ita  contents.  The  presence 
of  salt  was  immediately  ascertain- 
ed ;  and  the  same  experiment 
made  by  Mr.  Dalton  on  his  own 
windows  in  Manchester,  produced 
the  same  result. 

Death  of  a  remarkable  Misen^^ 
A  short  time  ago  an  old  man, 
named  Robert  Tristran,  who  re- 
sided in  a  dirty  court  in  Cow-crosa^ 
being  to  every  appearance  in  the 
greatest  distress,  not  having  com- 
mon necessaries  of  life,  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  pauper  into  the  Poor- 
house  of  St.  James's,  Clerkaiwelli 
where  he  remained  until  Friday 
last,  when  he  expired.  Some  per- 
sons in  the  Poor-house  after  his 
death  opened  a  box,  in  which  were 
deposited  the  few  rags  of  clothes 
belonging  to  the  deceased,  and  to 
their  surprise,  in  the  pockets  found 
thirteen  sovereigns,  and  afterwards 
three  watches:  this  induced  then 
to  search  more  minutely»  and  they 
at  laatibund  a  writtta  peper»  pur- 
porting to  be  the  oU  man'e  will, 
wheieby 
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wbereby  he  gitet  IfiSOL  in  the 
funds,  and  any  other  property 
that  he  may  be  posseaaed  of  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  to  Mary 
Ann  Thompson,  whom  he  calls  hra 
natural  daughter,  and  describes  her 
to  be  about  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Pruoners  charged  at  the  Mansion" 
House, 
In  the  Years  1820  1821  1822 
Felony  560       418       962 

Assault  189       184       146 

Disorderly         453       454       558 
Vagrants  809       596      2\9 

Total  2,011    1,647  1»286 

At  the  Guildhall  Justice- Room. 
Felony  621       583      6M 

Assault  462       517       629 

Disorderly     1,125    1,422    1,481 
Vagrants  178       101       184 

2,886   2,578   2,720 
MannoB-boute  2,011    1,647    1,286 

Grand  Total  4,897  4,220  4,006 
From  these  statements,  then,  it 
will  be  observed,  that  diere  has 
been,  upon  the  average  of  the  last 
two  years,  a  decrease  annually  in 
the  number  of  persons  cliarged 
with  offences  in  theCity  of  London. 
Supposed  fVitch.'-'The  80th  ult. 
the  Magistrates  of  Milverton,  So- 
mersetshire, committed  to  prison 
a  woman  named  Bryant,  and  her 
three  daughters,  for  cutting  and 
maiming  an  inoffensive  creature 
who  earns  her  livelihood  by  coU 
lecting  rags.  It  appears  that  one 
o£  her  daughters  bad  for  some 
time  laboured  under  violent  at- 
tacks of  fits,  and  she  and  her  mo- 
ther unaccountably  conceived  that 
the  poor  old  woman,  the  rag-ga* 
tfaerer,  was  the  sole  cause.  In 
Gonaequdnce  they  applied  to  Baker, 
the  Devonshire  conjurer,  who  after 
drawing  from  them  their  suspi- 


cions, told  them  that  she  ivas  ces^ 
tainly  the  cause  of  her  daughtar^s 
illness,  and  that  the  fits  wcndd  be 
remo?ed  by  drawing  the  blood  of 
the  witch.  On  their  return,  they 
agreed  that  the  next  time  the  oM 
woman  came  near  their  dweHingi 
she  should  be  assailed  for  £$ 
purpose  of  carrying  the  reoeipl 
into  effect ;  Uiis  soon  reached  the 
old  woman's  cars,  who  took  an 
acquaintance  with  her,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Bryant's  bouse  to  ask 
particulars.  No  sooner  had  she 
approached  the  door,  than  they 
fell  on  her  with  the  utmost  vio- 
lence, cutting  her  arms  in  a  ahqek« 
ing  manner,  with  pins,  nails,  and 
scissors ;  and  had  not  the  old  wo- 
man and  her  companion  alarmed 
the  neighbours,  the  consequence 
must  have  been  still  more  dreadful. 

nUBUN. 

2»-^CoHspiraqf  against  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,*^ kt  an  early 
hour  every  part  of  the  Court  was 
excessively  crowded.  About  half 
past  two  o'clock  it  was  announced 
to  the  Court,  that  the  Grand  Jury 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  after  two 
days'  close  inquiry,  had  in  effect 
ignored  aU  tlie  bills.  There  were 
two — one  for  a  conspiracy  to  riot, 
and  the  other  for  a  simple  riot. 
The  first  was  ignored.  The  bills 
were  found  against  two  for  a  riot. 
But  two  cannot  constitute  a  riot : 
so  the  effect  was  a  dismissal  of 
the  bills. 

On  the  bills  coming  down  from 
the  Grand  Jury,  the  Attorney  Ge» 
neral  rose,  and  addressed  the 
Court  as  follows: 

My  Lords, — ^Upon  a  case  the 
most  interesting  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  country,  two  bills  of  in- 
dictment have  been  sent  up  to  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  City  of  Dublin* 
against 


(6) 


P    R    I    N    C    I    P    it    L 


[Jaautty, 


afainst  five  persons  :  000  set  of 
tuUs  charging  a  conspiracy  to 
ofwse  a  riot  at  the  Theatre,  in 
which  the  person  of  the  Lord  Lieu« 
tenant  was  outraged  and  insulted ; 
the  other  bills  charging  a  riot 
generally.  Upon  the  .first  indict- 
ment, the  Grand  Jury  of  thie  City 
of  Dublin  have  ignored  the  bills 
Ugainst  all  the  parties.  Upon  the 
second  indictment,  they  have 
found  a  riot  committed,  impli- 
cating two  of  the  persons  in  the 
indictment,  Graham,  and  one  of 
t(te  Handwichfis.  It  is  needless 
to  observe  to  the  Court,  that,  ac-> 
cording  to  the  technicalities  of  our 
IkfTf  a  riot  cannot  be  committed 
by  only  two  persons.  Had  evenr 
the  bills  been  found  for  a  riot  only 
against  all  the  parties,  I  should 
have  then  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
adopt  the  line  of  conduct  I  am 
about  to  intimate  in  the  presence 
of  the  Court.  I  will  not  arrogate 
to  myself  the  office  of  asraigning 
theeondnct  of  the  Grand  Jury  c^ 
the  City  of  Dublin;  they  have 
discharged  their  functions  in  the 
presence  of  their  God,  under  the 
sanction  of  a  solemn  oath,  taken  in 
the  fiice  of  theif  country :  to  that 
God  they  are  accountaUe.  But  I 
ako  have  a  duty  to  perform.  I 
will,  without  anticipating  the  guilt 
oiamy  individual,  state  solemnly 
in  the  presence  of  this  crowded 
audience,  that,  in  all  my  readings, 
ih  allmy  experience,  in  all  the  an- 
nals of  this  unfortunate  country, 
I  never  did  find  a  case  so  fully 
dete>nstrated  of  the  foulest  con- 
8|nf  acy  to  riot,  of  so  much  ateo- 
city  as  scarcely  to  be  heightened 
by  the  aggravatbn  that  its  avowed 
object  was  to  insult  and  outrage 
Uie  representative  of  the  King's 
Majesty  in  the  public  Theatre.  I 
wM  exercise  the  prerogadve  that 


the  law  and  the  eenstitndon  hs«e 
given  to  my  office;  1  will  db- 
charge  that  duty  honestly^  and, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  fear* 
leasly — ^uninthnicfaited  by  that  gag 
which  have  formed  themselves  inlD 
a  faction  to  beard  the  King^s  Go- 
vernment, to  overturn  the  laws  of 
the  country,  and  even  to  insult  and 
outrage  the  very  panon  of  the 
King's  representative  in  Ireland : 
and  pursuing  the  course  of  ostnge 
and  v!ol)»nce,  from  the  hostility 
they  had  taken  up  against  the  ve- 
nerated nobleman,  for  his  zeal 
atod  firmness  in  carrying  into  eflbct 
the  King's  intentions  towards  Ire- 
land, of  allaying  the  dissenskm 
and  healing  the  wounds  that  have 
affliicted  this  unhappy  country. 
The  course  of  conduct  that  ny 
duty  directs  me  to  pursue,  willb^ 
in  the  execution  of  the  prerogative 
annexed  to  my  office,  to  me  es 
0!^*CM>  informations,  and  speedily  ta 
bring  before  the  country  all  theptf- 
ties  charged  iti  these  indidBHBiti. 

At  the  close  of  the  Attorney* 
General's  statement,  there  was  a 
very  general  demonstration  of  ap- 
plause, which  the  Right  Honour- 
able Gentleman  instantly  siip- 
pressed  by  his  gettiires. 

The  Attorney  General  inunedi> 
ately  afterwards  left  the  Court 

6.  ~  A  meeting  of  the  fireeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  county  was 
bold  in  St.  Amhew's  Hall,  Nor- 
wich, for  the  purpose  of  titkiog 
into  consideration  the  present  state 
of  agricultural  distress,  and  the 
best  means  of  relieving  it  The 
meeting  was  <me  of  uncomnoa 
tumult,  Mr.  Cobbetl  attended^  sod 
succeeded  in  caaymfj  a  radical 
petition. 

7 Tithes  in   the    Ct^.— ©r. 

Owen,  Rector  of  SL  Okte*% 
Hart-street,  attended  at  tH^Km* 

sion- 


lOMk] 


OCCDRltfiMCB 


<r) 


siothlioase  pnrsiiaiit  to  adjourn- 
menty  to  prove  his  claim  of  28.  9d* 
in  the  pound  upon  die  rental  of 
Mr.  George  Ahbott,  who  has  re- 
Amed  to  pay  a  lesser  demand  made 

Sr  the  Rectop,  upon  the  d7th 
enry  VIII.  The  justice-room 
^as  crowded  with  gentlemen,  all 
of  whom  seemed  to  be  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  question.  The 
Lord  Mayor  was  attended  by  **  his 
assistants,**  the  Recorder  and  the 
Cfemmion  Sergeant.  The  com- 
Jiiainant  supported  his  claim  in 
propria  persona.  The  defendant 
Neither  appeared  in  his  own  person 
nor  in  that  of  any  other. 

The  Lord  Mayor  having  asked 
Whether  the  Doctor  had  prepared 
himself  with  the  necessary  proofs 
tt>  establish  his  claim  to  the  tithe, 
Dir.  Owen  handed  to  Mr.  Hobler, 
llle  chief  clerk,  a  petition  which 
Was  formally  rejected,  the  demand 
dbntained  therein  not  having  been 
rt^finrth  as  directed  by  the  act  of 
Parliament. 

-  The  Doctor  Was  then  infonned 
ij  hi^  Lordship,  that  as  soon  as 
tte  new  petition  was  presented,  a 
dMrf  should  be  appomted  for  de- 
cndikig  th^  question,  and  at  a  proper 
period  a  summons  served  upon  the 
defendant  to  appear  and  show 
cause  why  an  order  should  not  be 
iftrned  against  him  for  the  non- 
payment of  the  tithe. 
•  8. — Stepney  Chapel,  recently 
&KctBd^  was  consecrated  by  the 
liord  Bishop  of  London. 

Irish  Courtslnp, — ClonmeL—-, 
Y^terday  evening  was  committed 
tx>  Clbnniiel  gaol,  by  Francis  Des- 
pASrd,  Esq.  John  B!ryan,  of  MuHi- 
nahone,  he  being  Charged  on  oath 
of  Mary  Burke,  spinst^ir,  with 
beiftg  the  principal  of  a  party  who 
Ibr^ly  and  a^ihst  her  consent 
dirried  hei'awaly  flrom  thi^  houseof 


James  Ryan,  of  Ballyvadly,  flir- 
mer,  with  intent  to  marry  her,  as 
she  heard.  Such  were  thie  prompt 
exertions  of  Mr.  Despard  and  his 
son,  in  turning  but  the  military  at 
a  late  hour,  and  such  the  panic 
struck  into  the  misguided  wretches 
who  had  committed  thb  ofience, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
their  victim,  without  any  opportu- 
nity of  insult,  at  a  farmer's  hous6 
about  a  mile  from  the  dwelling 
from  whence  she  was  taken. 

.  The  Installation  of  Sir  James 
Mackintosh^  as  Lord  Rector  of  the 
Ufdxersity  of  Glasgow. — ITie  doors 
of  the  CoUege-hall  were  opened  at 
faalf-past  two  o'clock,  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  students,  and  at  three  to 
the  public.  The  hall  and  galleries 
were  crowded  to  excess:  sooti 
after  three  the  Lord  Rector  en. 
tered,  accompanied  by  a  number 
of  the  Professors  and  distinguished 
friends,  amongst  whom  we  ob« 
served  Lords  Belhaven,  Gillies, 
aihd  Alloway ;  the  late  Lord  Rec- 
tor, Mr.  Campbell,  of  Blythswood, 
and  Messrs.  Cockburii,  MoncriefifS 
Murray,  and  Thompson; 

14.  Dover.^'Mr,  Henry  Wing- 
field,  chief  mate  of  his  Majesty^s 
revenue  cutter.  Badger,  arrived 
here  this  afternoon,  (as  prize- 
master)  with  a  very  fine  cutter  or 
dandy,  named  the  Three  Brothers. 
It  appears  that  yesterday  morning 
the  Badger,  whilst  cruising,  feH  in 
with  a  stispiciouB  sail  between 
Boulogne  and  Etaplesi  about  three 
leagues  from  the  land,  and  su»- 
pectmg  her  to  hie  a  smuggler,  made 
an  sail  in  chase ;  at  the  same  time 
fhring  a  gun  to  bring  her  to,  and 
hoisting  the  ^nsign  and  pendant. 
The  Cutter  itnding  the  Badger 
gain  on  her,  fired  her  stern  chaser. 
The  action  then  became  general, 
and  lasted  fVom  hali^-pa^st  seven, 
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iLiQ.  until  half-pMt  ODejp.m. ;  and 
9fter  a  running  fight  or  six  houre 
findit  half,  the  cutter  struck  about 
im  leagues  from  Dieppe.  Upon 
boarding  her,  she  pro? ed  to  be 
tbe  Tb:ee-  Brothers,  as  above 
sjtat^sdt  jailing  from  FlnshiMg  to 
tjie  Faro  Idea»  having  a  ndaable 
f^gp  of  tea,  tobacco,  and  series, 
qn  board,  intended  for  illicit  im* 
fwrtation*  and  carrying  twenty- 
p^ven  men,  four  six-pound  carron- 
ades,  besides  swiv^,  and  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  fire-arms.  On 
board  die  smuggler  the  captain 
and  one  man  were  killed,  and  se- 
ven wounded,  two  mortally,  one  of 
whom  died  this  morning.  On 
board  the  Badger,  Mr.  CuUum, 
deputation  ofiicer,  much  respected 
in  this  town,  was  killed ;  Lieute- 
nant Nazer,  her  commander,  the 
second  mate,  and  three  seamen, 
wounded.  The  smuggler  sailed 
under  Dutch  colours,  and  the 
value  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo 
is  estimated  at  upwards  of  10,000/. 

1  ?• — A  meeting  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  parliamentary  reform  was 
held  for  the  county  of  Hereford, 
at  the.  Town-Iiall :  about  5000 
were  present. 

18. — Stated  to  be  the  coldest 
day  known  in  London  for  fifty 
years.  At  Pentonville  the  Ther- 
'  mometer  stood  at  eight  degreesw 
In  Paris,  it  is  said  to  have  been 
three  degrees  lower. 

The  following  extract  from  the 
Boston  Gazette  exhibits  another 
instance  of  the  decrease  of  crime : 
— *'The  sessions  at  Lincoln  on 
January  18th  have  escaped  our 
notice,  in  consequence  of  receiving 
no  report  of  any  business  bein|^ 
transacted;  and  it  is  our  agree- 
able office  to  state,  that  the  late 
sessions  for  the  city  of  Lincoln 
were  maideny  there  being  no  0& 


Hmde,  iadietiiMiit,  or  businels  of 
any  kind  whatever,  to  bring  be- 
fore the  Court." 

19.-^itfocii:  Sum.— At  Dalmd- 
lington,  about  mid-day,  four  suns 
were  observed  in  the  firmsaneDt 
at  one  time.  An  uncomnion 
Tivid  halo,  resemUing  a  rainbow, 
half  circled  each  of  the  mock  suns, 
while  the  natural  one  was  entirely 
surrounded. 

ISl.—- A  meeting  of  the  inhabit* 
anta  of  the  county  of  Somerset 
was  hdd  in  the  town  of  Wells,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  petitioning  parliament 
on  the' subject  of  agriciutmral  dis- 
tress. 

22.-«-An  inquisition  was  taken 
before  Thomas  Times,  gent.,  co- 
roner for  the  county  of  BedfiHPd, 
at  Houghton  Regis,  on  view  of 
the  body  of  Thomas  Parkins,  aged 
sixtv-four.  The  deo^aaed  was  by 
trade  a  chimney-sweeper,, and  a 
very  singular  character,  having 
never  alept  in  a  bed  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  His  constant  prac- 
tice was  to  sleep  in  the  bams  and 
out-houses  of  the  adjacent  farm- 
yards. During  the  week  he  was 
a  constant  visitor  at  the  black- 
smith's shop,  where  he  enjoyed 
the  double  advantage  of  cooking 
his  victnab  and  warming  himsetf. 
This  had  been  his  place  of  daily 
resort  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
excent  on  Sundays,  which  he  de- 
voted wholly  to  sleep,  being  never 
known  to  move  from  his  bam  on 
that  day.  On  Monday  moming 
deceased  went  as  usual  to  the 
blacksmith's  shop,  when  he  com- 
plained of  pains  in  his  stomach. 
The  blacksmith  gave  him  « 
little  gin,  and  wanned  him  some 
broth  to  alleviate  his  pain.  He 
continued  unwell  tall  about  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoony  at  which 
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time  he  ivas  uttiog  on  the.  fom 
ajiparently  dozipg.  In  tbia  slate 
the  blacksmith  left  hiiii  for  the 
j^uqiote  of  fetching  some  cods  in. 
On  his  return,  in  the  counie  of  a 
few  niinutes,  deceased,  had  fallen 
on  the  form  dead..  He  was  mi- 
nutely examined  by  a  surgeon, 
who  gave  it  as  his  opinion^  that 
{lis  death  was  caused  by  water 
in  the  chest. — Vtrdict  aceordungfy. 
..  ^iU  SicaiM.— Several  flights  of 
wild  swans  {Awu  cygnus  ferus) 
have,  within  these  few  days,  been 
seen  in  this  neighbourhood^  which 
i&  considered  a  rare  circumstance. 
Several  have  been  shot.  One 
person  near  Arundel  killed  tyro  at 
one  .  discharge.  They  measure 
five  feet  in  length,  and  .above 
seven  and  a  half  in  breadth,  and 
weighed  from  seventeen  to  tirenty 
pounds  each ;  their  bills  are  thiee 
inches  long,  and  of  a  yeUo;widi 
white;  the  plumage  of  some  of 
these  birds  is  wholly  white;  that 
of  .others,  white  speckled  with 
brown. — Brighton  Herald, 

Tlie  birds  feel  severely  the  se» 
verity  of  the  weather,  as  the  fol* 
lowing  singular  fact  will  prove: 
-^Rooks  have  been  seen  to  pur* 
sue  and  pounce  on  the  larks»  like 
hawks,  tearing  them  in  pieces, 
end  devouring  them.  The  re* 
mains  of  larks,  thus  mangled,  are 
not  unfrequently  seen  in  the 
fields*  Partridges  hurt,  and 
scared  from  the  fields,  have  at 
times  perished.  Blackbirds,  red- 
wiagty  starlings,  &c.  tamed  by 
survation,  seek  refuge  on  the 
house  tops.  Snipes  have  been 
l^atiful  about  Uie  brooklands. 
The  larks  are  so  numerous  that 
they  are  conveyed  to  Brighton  by 
bushels;  two  gunners  killed  408. 

A  considerable  pert  of  the  roof 
of  the  celebrated  nunnery  of  (ona 


has  faHen  to  the  ground.  Tlie 
ruins  have  buried  onder  tlion  the 
greatest  number  of  the  beautiful 
end  antique  tomb*stones  of  the 
sisterhood. 

%t. -^Wanton  Cruelty. — ^An  ia-^ 
vestigation  of  a  case  of  the  most 
wanton  cruelty  took  place  at  on  in- 
quest which  was  terminated,  after 
three  adj  ournroents,  at  Bridgwater. 
The  subject  of  it  was  a  poor  boy^ 
William  Bardett,  about  ten  years 
of  age,  who  was  apprenticed  to  a 
fellow  named  Hunt,  a  sweep,  in 
that  town.  It  appeared  that  Bart- 
lett  had  been  prevented  following 
his  business  for  a  fortnight  by  an 
illness  brought  on  by  the  neglect 
and  inattention  of  his  master  and 
mistress ;  on  one  occasion  he  waa 
tied  for  a  whole  day  and  night  to 
a  post,  without  the  least  food 
whatever,  during  this  illness;  at 
another,  in  one  of  the  coldest  days 
of  the  winter,  he  waa  beaten  from 
his  bed*room  entirely  naked,  into 
an  adjoining  yard,  where  he  was 
forced  into  a  trough  of  cold  water, 
in  the  open  air,  and  was  compelled 
to  remain  there  for  half  an  hour ! 
This  treatment  was  repeated  at 
two  different  times.  As  a  climax 
to  such  inhuman  depravity,  this 
brute  took  him  by  the  feet  iriid 
daahed  him  against  a  brick  floor : 
after  which  he  beat  him  from  one 
part  of  the  house  to  the  other,  the 
poor  boy  then  being  in  a  daiij^« 
ous  state  of  health.  By  these  and 
similar  acts  of  barbarity  was  this 
unfortunate  lad  persecuted,  till  on 
die  tOth  inst.  he  expired  in  inex- 
pressible pain.  Mr.  Haviland,  an 
experienced  surgeon  of  the  towtt» 
opened  the  body,  which  was  a 
shocking  spectacle,  and  after  a 
thorough  examination,  gave  it  as 
his  decided  opinion,  that  though 
inflammation    existed,    yet    that 
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death  wbb  vefy  much  accelerated 
by  iH  usage  and  want  of  proper 
sofltenance.  Hunt  is  detained  in 
coBtody  until  the  magistrates  de- 
termine as  to  the  nature  of  the 
offenoe.  ' 

28. — ^Two  ladies  took  the  veil  in 
the  presentation  convent  of  this 
ti>wn«  One  is  the  widow  of  Ma- 
jor Wilmerding,  who  fell  glori- 
ously at  the  battle  of  Waterloo  ; 
the  other  is  a  young  lady  respect- 
ably connected  in  this  neighbour- 
hood-— Carbnt  Post 

The  river  Coquet  has  during 
the  present  storm  been  frequented 
by  ii^ater-lbwl,  which,  in  the  me- 
mory of  the  oldest  inhabitant  of 
its  banks,  were  never  knowti  to 
have  been  seen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Among  many  others,  three 
eatceedingly  large  and  whitish  co« 
Imired  swans  have  been  noticed 
hovering  over  the  hetisbs  of  Roth- 
bory  towards  the  stream,  where 
one  beautiful  male  was  shot  by  a 
young  man  of  tliat  town.  The 
olhev  two  took  their  flight  down 
the  water  towards  the  sea. — T^ne 
Mercury. 

A  numerous  meeting  of  the 
ft^holders  and  other  inhabifai^t^ 
of  the  county  of  Somerset,  was 
held  at  Wells,  in  pursuance  df 
tf  requisition  presented  to  the 
High  Sheriff,  for  the  purpose  of 
petitioning  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  a  refbrm  in  parlfdment. 
About  5000  were  presem. 

FEAirc^ 

*  M.  De  Chateaubriand  Appointed 
mintster  of  fbreign  affiints,  in  fietb 
of  the  Diic  De  Montmorency. 
The  King'9  speech  disclosed  iio 
;tlteRtv>n  of  war. 

P»U8StA4 

The  pr^paifacovy  labours  of  tfte 


eommissioii  ttamed  by  his  Majoty 
for  digesting  the  plan  of  a  consti- 
tution for  the  kingdom  of  Prussia, 
are  nearly  finished,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  hope  the  result 
will  exceed  the  expectations  of 
the  nation.  When  f!he  deputies 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Khine, 
twenty  in  number,  seven  of  whom 
were  nobles,  and  thirteen  com* 
ndoners,  had  ended  their  sittuigs, 
the  crown  prince  dissolved  dieir 
final  meeting  with  a  speech,  in 
which  he  professed  himself  hi^ly 
satiitfied  with  their  labours,  and 
particularly  pleased  with  the  uuuh 
ner  in  which  they  had  declared 
the  wishes  and  expectations  of 
their  fellow-citizens^  and  con- 
cluded by  saying,  "As  to  yon, 
gentlemen  of  the  nobifify,  I  hope 
you  are  convinced,  with  me,  that 
the  period  of  privileges  and  vmm\t» 
nities  is  past,  never  again  to  re- 
turn ;  and  that  you  will  not  th(ire- 
fore  entertain  the  slightest  expeeta- 
l^n  of  exemptions  fh>m  any  bur* 
den  of  the  Stat^  or  ]^reference 
over  the  rest  of  the  citizens.  Who- 
soever seelb  such  muiit  do  it  on 
the  path  of  virtue  and  excellence; 
and  in  this  way,  but  in  thie  aldne, 
I  shall  be  glad  to"  see  you'  Ibrm 
the  fioWet  of  the  niltibfr. 

'"And  no^,  gentlemen,  I  re- 
quest you,  on  your  return,  to  teO 
your  fellowucitizens  oti  the  Rhine, 
among  whom  I  have  ^nt  some 
of  the  happiest  years  of  my  Kfet 
that  norie  of  their  initit!ntioiks  iHO 
be  taken  from  them  unfesr  iH^ 
own  tepresentatives  should  in  fh* 
tnte  express  such  a  desite ;  iM  t 
beg  yon  win  ass^ure  tftfem,  aMM 
assured  yourselves,  that  govern- 
n&ent  has  the  most  ardekit  delM 
to  prepare  for  you  a'  constitotMk 
vA^eh  %ni  be  fbund  eiMasitnt 
#ith  the  spirit?  of  Ai^  iSMei'  w« 
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li^e  in,  afid  BatMfy  all  reasoiiable 

SFAfW. 

Nbtes  were  presented  to  the 
Spanish  ministers  from  those  of 
Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  call- 
ing upon  them  to  abolish  their 
political  system,  and  to  liberate 
the  King.  Answers  were  re- 
turned to  each  rejecting  the  pro- 
posal, (see  public  papers.) 

TUBKXY. 

Accounts  of  insurrection  of  Ja- 
nixaries  at  Constantinople.  Haleb 
BiFendi  b^headed^  and  his  beaid 
exposed  f6/  three  da^s  lA  a  silver 
eharger.  The  fortress  of  Napoli 
di  Romania  surrendered  to  the 
Oreeks. 

AlCEEICA,  UHHSD  vtajes. 

The  Prttident's  speech  has  been 
received,  and  bears  ample  testimo- 
ny t6  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

The  following  Hst  of  the  votes 
ibr  the  governors  of  N6w  York, 
will  give  an  idea  of  tihe  prodigious 
nutnbei^s  that  vote  in  that  State. 
The  elections  are  carried  on  in 
districts  by  baHot,  and  are  never 
atfei^d^d  with  the  least  disturb- 
ance : — 

New  York  election. — Votes  for 
Governor  Joseph  C.Yates,  128,299 
-—Solomon  Southwick,  2,91  S — 
Lieutenant  -  Governor  Erastus 
Root,  82,450 — Henry  Hunting- 
ton, 50,658. 

COLUMBIA,  MEXICO,  &C. 

War  is  carrying  forward  be^ 
tween  tbe  royalists  and  constitu^ 
tionalisti  with  vaiitd  success. 
San  Martin  has  relinquished  hia 
ootemand.  The  dty  of  Cartagna 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  am 
earthquake  on  the  7th  May  182t. 


FEBRUARY. 


GREAT   BRiTAIK. 


Dr.  Jennen — The  remains  i3(f 
this  illustrious  and  excellent  cha-» 
raeter  were  deposited  in  the  chan- 
cel of  the  parish  church  of  Berke- 
ley, Gloucesftersbirey  in  a  skuation 
rather  remote.  The  concourse 
of  persons;  besides  those  imne- 
diately  attendant  on  the  oeremoBy, 
was  immense ;  the  indications  of 
respect,  reverence,  and  regret, 
were  unequivocally  conspicuous; 
every  eye  wsifi  moisteiM^,  and 
etery  heart  oppressed. 

6. — ^A  county  meeting  of  Mid- 
dlesex was  held  at  Hackney,  fot 
(he  purpose  of  petitioning  parlia* 
ftient  for  a  constitutional  reform. 

We  noticed  the  circumstanee  of 
a  woraaA  and  her  three  dan^htera 
having  been  committed  by  the  nm- 
gistrates  at  Miiverton,  for  cutting 
and  maiming  a  poor  old  woman, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  "  over- 
looked" one  of  the  daughters. 
It  appears  that  the  daughter  ap- 
plied to  Mr.  Baker,  of  conjuring 
notoriety,  who  directed  her  to 
'*  draw  blood  from  the  witch,"  and 
gave  her  some  pills,  powders,  &c., 
and  an  amulet  to  wear  about  her 
neck,  with  written  directbn^  fot 
using  them,  of  which  the  foUowing 
is  an  exact  literatim  copy : — 

"  Mrs. ,  The  Gar  of  Mix- 

tur  i9  to  be  Mixt  with  hatf  Pint 
of  Gen  and  then  a  table  spunfiiH 
to  be  taken  Mornins  and  at  Ele- 
ven O  Clock  four  and  Eight,  and 
four  of  the  Pills  to  be  tak^n  every 
Morning  fasting,  and  the  Paper 
of  Powders  to  be  Divided  fh  ten 
parts  and  one  part  to  be  taken 
every  night  goin  to  bed  in  a  Htde 
Honey. 

"the  Paper  of  Arbs  is  to  be 
burnt  a  Small  bet  at  a  time  on  a 
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few  Coals  with  a  h'ttle  ba?  and 
Roaemary,  and  while  it  is  buro- 
iug,  read  the  two  first  Versess  of 
the  68  Pahn  and  Say  the  Lord's 
Prayer  After. 

'<B.  BAKxa.'' 

This  rascal  has  decamped 
from  the  scene  of  his  knaveries* 
dreading  the  consequences  of  bia 
impositions  gn  the  stupid  folks 
who  have  been  duped  by  him  into 
the  commission  of  the  offence  for 
which  they  are  to  be  tried.  The 
amulet  is  a  small,  square  piece  of 
sealing-wax,  wrapped  round  with 
a  piece  of  paper,  on  which  some 
gibberish  is  written*  —  Taynton 
Courier. 

10. — Dr.  Owen  appeared  again 
at  the  Mansion-house  to  enforce 
2s.  9d.  in  the  pound  as  tithes  in 
the  city.  He  was  referred  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

Accident  at  the  Cobovrg  Theatre. 
-^About  ten  o'clock,  ami  during 
the  performance  of  the  second 
piece  at  this  theatre,  the  audience 
were  greatly  alarmed  by  the  fall 
of  a  man  from  the  gallery  into  the 
pit.  It  appears  the  unfortunate 
individual  was  running  towards 
the  front  seats  with  considerable 
speed,  and  losing  his  balance,  was 
precipitated  over  the  iron  railing. 
tie  was  taken  up,  apparently 
dead,  and  by  the  order  of  Mr. 
Barrymore,  the  manager,  imme* 
diately  conveyed  to  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital. 

A  county  meeting  was  held  at 
Hertford  upon  the  subject  of  par- 
liamentary reform. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Thomas  Wright,  labourer,  in 
Farcet-fen,  near  Pond's-bridge,  by 
Thomas  Atkinson,  gent.,  coroner 
for  the  hundred  of  Norman- cross, 
upon  the  body  of  Ann,  the  wife 


of  the  said  Tbomaa  Wriglit,  who 
was  murdered  between  five  aad 
six  o'clock  on  the  same  momiag. 
It  appeared  that  the  imfortonate 
woman,  having  an  infant  eleven 
weeks  old  in  her  arms,  was,  dur- 
ing a  paroxysm  of  mental  de- 
rangement on  the  part  of  her 
husband,  dragged  by  him  to  the 
house-door,  and  there  had  her 
throat  cut  with  a  case-knife  from 
ear  to  ear.  After  committiDg 
the  horrid  deed,  the  man  took 
up  the  infiint  from  beside  the 
body  of  its  mother,  and  laid 
it  in  its  cradle  covered  with 
blood.  He  then  called  to  a  young 
man,  a  relation,  who  was  sleeping 
in  an  upper  room  of  the  house, 
desiring  him  to  take  care  of  the 
children;  and  immediately  the 
murderer  ran  away:  but  daring 
the  investigation  by  the  inquest 
be  was  found  in  a  bam  not  far  ofi^ 
where  he  quietly  surrendered  him- 
self. The  unfortunate  man,  about 
six  weeks  since,  made  a  simikr 
attempt  upon  his  own  life,  and 
had  always,  before  the  shocking 
outrage  on  Monday  morning, 
manifested  the  greatest  afiectioQ 
for  the  unfortunate  victim  of  the 
insanity  with  which  he  undoubt- 
edly was  afBicted.  The  jury, 
agreeably  to  their  imperative  duty 
in  such  a  case,  returned  a  verdict 
of  "  wilful  murder,"  and  the  coio- 
ner  committed  the  wretched  man 
to  Huntingdon  gaol,  where  he  will 
be  properly  treated  in  his  melan- 
choly situation.  He  is  about 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  aad  his 
wife  was  a  few  years  older.  He 
was  employed  as  farming  man  to 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  YBxUj.^-^amfard 
Mercury, 

12. — A  reform  meeting  waibeld 
in  the  Borough  of  Southwark 

14.   Bow-street.  — PQachen'-- 
InfonnstioD 
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lofornuiioB  was  raeaved  at  this 
office  a  few  days  ago,  by  Sir  R. 
Binue,  of  a  daring  aod  atrocious 
outrage  committed  by  poachers  in 
the  grounds  of  Mr.  Leatbes^  of 
Sbropham-hall,  Norfolk.  On  the 
ni^t  of  the  29th  ult^  a  party  of 
seven  keepers,  in  the  service  of 
thai  gentleman,  were  on  the  look- 
out for  poachers,  when  they  were 
met  by  nine  of  that  desperate  class 
of  men,  armed  with  fowling- 
pieces,  and  carrying  a  consider-* 
able  quantity  of  game.  They 
called  upon  the  poachers  to  sur- 
render or  to  quit  the  grounds, 
but,  without  making  any  reply, 
they  commenced  an  attack  upon 
the  keepers.  A  severe  condict 
took  place,  which  ended  in  the 
defeat  of  the  keepers,  four  of 
whom  were  lefl  senseless  on  the 
ground,  and  have  continued  ever 
since  in  a  precarious  state.  The 
principal  keeper,  whose  name  is 
Skinner,  still  keeps  his  bed,  and 
his  recovery  is  doubtful.  The 
ground  where  the  conflict  took 
place  was  covered  with  blood, 
broken  gun-stocks,  and  other 
marks  of  the  desperate  afiray. 

Sir  R.  Birnie  sent  Bishop,  one 
of  the  principal  officers,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  greatly  in 
this  line  of  service  during  the  pre- 
sent season,  to  Shropham-hall,  and 
be  succeeded  in  apprehending  five 
men,  on  suspicion  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  outrage.  Their 
names  were  Charles  West,  John 
Lines,  John  Moore,  John  Spar- 
ling, and  James  Bobby.  Bobby, 
after  being  a  short  time  in  cus- 
tody, impeached  his  fellow-pri- 
soners, and  they  were  fully  com- 
mitted to  Norwich  Casde  for 
trial,  1m  being  committed  also  to 
give  evidence. 

The  prisoners  were  all  labour- 
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ing  men  in  the  neighbourhood, 
generally  employed  in  dtsyring 
gravel  at  nine-pence  t^day.  Thej 
defended  themselves  before  the 
magistrates  on  the  ground  of  their 
inability  to  maintain  their  fami- 
lies on  such  a  pittance,  the  parish 
refusing  to  assist  them ;  and  they 
having  no  other  resource  but 
either  robbery  or  poaching,  they 
had  chosen  the  latter  as  the  least 
offence  of  the  two. 

15 — A  county  reform  meeting 
at  Cambridge. 

20. — Accident  at  a  Provincial 
Theatre. — Shortly  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  second  act  of 
Tom  and  Jerry,  one  of  the  gas- 
lights in  the  third  box  from  the 
stage,  on  the  right  side  of  the 
house,  by  some  mischance  had 
set  fire  to  the  wood-work  that 
enclosed  the  pipe.  The  conse- 
quence was,  an  immediate  and 
very  unmeasured  alarm  of '  Fire ! ' 
pervaded  the  house,  particularly 
the  gallery,  which,  unfortunately, 
was  very  much  crowded.  Not- 
withstanding it  was  soon  appa- 
rent to  the  company  in  the  boxes 
and  the  pit  (both  which  places 
were  but  thinly  filled),  that  there 
was  litde  or  no  danger  td  be  ap- 
prehended, the  peopk  in  the  gal- 
lery were  not  to  be  tranquillized. 
Considerable  effisrts  were  made 
from  the  stage,  too,  to  persuade 
them,  that  if  they  would  but  pa- 
tiently wait  a  very  short  time, 
they  would  see  every  thing  restored 
to  order.  All  in  vain  :  a  deaf  ear 
was  turned  to  the  judicious  ad- 
vice given  to  them — and  with  a 
tremendous  rush,  they  struggled 
for  egress.  Wofully  distressing 
was  the  result— eight  individuals 
were  literally  trodden  to  death ! 
These  are  two  young  women  of 
the  names  of  GVeen  and  Johnson,  a 
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Mr*.  BiddeD  Robson  (the  wife  of 
ft. respectable  builder,  who  him* 
self  escaped  with  some  very  ter- 
rible bruiaes),  a  fine  youth  aged 
fourteen,  son  to  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
the  veterinary  surgeon  ;  a  young 
man  of  the  name  of  Handasyde, 
aged  about  eighteen,  son  to  Mr. 
Handasyde  the  bookbinder;  an 
dderly  person  of  the  name  of 
Edwards,  a  oellerman  to  Messrs. 
lisidler  and  Co.,  spirit-dealers ;  a 
peraoB  of  the  name  of  Heaton, 
belonging  to  Gateshead;  and  a 
stranger,  a  stout  man,  apparently 
between  forty  and  fifty  years  of 
age* 

IW. — After  sitting  near  three 
weeks,  Lord  Portsmouth's  Com- 
mission closed,  when  his  Lordship 
was  declared  to  be  of  unsound 
mind* 

FRANCE. 

The  Ultras  are  pressing  for- 
ward the  war  against  Spain-— it 
is  unpopular  with  many,  and  in 
the  anpy  a  superior  officer  and  six 
subalterns  have  been  dismissed 
*'  for  professing  bad  principles." 
The  merehants  of  Lyons,  ■  imd  of 
some  other  towns,  have  petitioned 
for  peace.  On  the  16th  there  was 
a  disturbance  at  Lyons,  occasioned 
by  the  opposition  offered  by  the  au- 
thorities and  the  military  to  the 
progress  of  a  procession  of  masks, 
which,  under  the  privilege  of  Car* 
nival,  represented  the  Funeral  of 
Trade*  The  car  was  taken  and 
retdkea,  and  the  military  ultii^ate- 
ly  beaten  off.  The  next  day,  in 
the  afternoon,  an  individual  ut- 
tered aloud  several  times  on  the 
Place  Bdlecour,  the  forbidden  cry 
of  "  ViverEmperenr."  AtDempIs 
were  made  by  gendarmes  and  of- 
ficers to  arrest  him,  but  he  was 


suddenly  surrounded  by  a  aMUiiber 
of  persons  who  strudc  them  and 
rescued  him.  The  crowd  ia- 
creased,  and  the  menacing  cnes  of 
'*  Into  the  Rhone !  Into  the  Rhone  i" 
were  heard.  A  strong  military 
force  having  at  last  been  assem- 
bled, order  was  restored,  and  widi 
much  difficulty  the  offending  in- 
dividual was  seiaed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  justice. 

SPAIN. 

The  Cortes  are  making  vigorous 
preparations  for  war.  A  levy  of 
29,978  men  is  added  to  the  exist- 
ing army  of  87,000.  Urgel  was 
evacuated  by  the  royalbts  on  the 
3d. 

ITALY. 

RomCf  Feb.  1. — ^They  are  occu- 
pied at  present,  at  Rome»  in  the  ca- 
nonization of  an  old  priest,  who 
died  "  in  the  odour  of  sanctity ;" 
the  venerable  servant  of  the  Lord, 
John  Baptiste  Rossi,  canon  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Mary,  born  at  Vol- 
taggio,  in  the  diocese  of  Genes, 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1698, 
and  settled  at  Rome  in  171 1| 
where  he  emulated  the  virtues  of 
St.  Gaetan  and  St  Philip  Noi. 
He  appears  to  be  a  new  aposde 
for  the  capital  of  the  Christian 
world.  He  belonged  to  many 
brotherhoods,  and  served  the  pil- 
grims in  Hospitals  of  the  Trinity, 
wh^re  he  died,  on  the  29th  of 
May,  1 764.  His  body  reposes  in 
the  church  of  the  Hospital.  On 
the  28th  of  January,  a  Sitting  of 
Rites  was  held  to  examine  if  John 
Baptiate  had  practised  virtue  in 
an  heroic  degree.  This  Sittii^ 
took  place  in  the  fteaeace  of  his 
Eminence  tho  Cardinal,  %Dean  of 
the  Sacred  College,  Prelect  of  the 
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BilM,  and  ittputar  of  the  OBuse^ 
fiur  tks  sucoess  of  wbioh  pta jen 
lifeve  been  offered  in  nanyof  the 
ohuDohssof  Rome* 

RUSSIA. 

St.  Petmburgh,  Feb.  4.~-The 
Spanish  Charge  d'Affiuses  at  this 
Court  has  received  his  passports* 
On  the  night  of  the  28th  ult.  the  pa^ 
lace  of  Prince  Guhsin*  Governor- 
Creneral  of  Moscow,  was  destroy 
ad  by  fire.  The  cold  was  so  se- 
▼ere,  that  the  fire-engines  could 
not  be  used,  the  water  instantly 
fiDeesing.  A  numerous  company 
of  peraons  of  distinction  was  as? 
aonUed  at  a  ball,  given  in  honour 
of  the  birth<4ay  o£  her  Muesty 
the.  Empress  Eltssabetb.  Hap- 
pily none  -of  the   company   pe- 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

San  Martha  is  taken  by  the 
royaHsts. 

OERMANT. 

FraxkfortjFeb.  4 — ^The  Mentz 
Oaaette  gives  a  deplorable  pjctuse 
of  ^  breaking-up  of  the  ice  at 
Coblenta.  The  water,  it  says^ 
rose  to  the  height  of  22}  feet,  pe- 
netrated with  large  masses  of  ice 
into  the  city,  and  inundated  the 
lower  atreets  during  the  space  of 
two  hours.  The  waters  flowed 
back  with  great  fiury  against  the 
bridge  of  t^ Moselle;  all  at  oqce 
tlus  ancient  chef-d'oeuvre,  which 
had-  resisted  the  storms  of  many 
centuries,  fell  in  with  a  honible 
crash*  Two  hours  after  there  was 
no  more  water  in  the  streets :  it 
had  only  left  in  them  masses  of 
iee,  and  soon  after  the  Moselle  waa 
dear. 

Carhruht,  Feb.  2.— The  last 
aittingbutone  of  the  SeoandGhaafr- 


feer  of  the  Slatea  had  a  melanolw]^ 
conclusion.  The  debate  waa.  a« 
the  military  establishment  of  the 
grand  duchy ;  it  was  fiix«d  in  the 
budget  at  1,648,000  florins.  The 
Government  oonseated  to  a  re* 
duction  of  48,000  florins,  but  ia^ 
Slated  on  the  sum  of  1,600,000 
florins  as  absolutely  necesaary  to 
defiray  the  expenses  of  the  militsKy 
establiahment,  such  as  it  bad  heen 
agreed  to  by  the  Chamber  itseli^ 
and  suoh  as  the  obligations  of  Ba- 
den, as  a  member  of  the  German 
confederation,  required^  The  Gor 
vernment  showed,  tliat  in  the  other 
States  of  Germany  the  assembly  of 
the  States  had  allowed  a  military 
estaUishment  more  considerable 
in  proportion.  The  Chmnber 
would  not  enter  into  any  detaib^ 
insisting  that  it  had  not  €^  necea* 
sary  iii&rmataon  to  judge ;  but  it 
persisted  in  its  refusal  to  aUotr 
more  than  1,500,000  florins. 

The  Govemment,  hopiag  and 
desiring  to  bring  the  Clunnber  to 
agree  with  it  respecting  the  othet 
points,  dedared  that  it  had  noed 
of  the  sum  required,  to  fulflkits 
obligation  as  a  menJ}er  of  tJhecoft9 
federation,  and  which,  by  articla 
(it8  of  the  constitution,  the  assem- 
bly of  the  States  caanot.hinder  it 
fromdisduuqging.  It  theroi<MreTe- 
qfuired  that  ^  Chamber,  without 
abandoniog  its  resolution,  sfaotdd 
be  content  with  thia .  dedaratiQa* 
and  not  prevent  the  Govemmeittt 
by  virtue  of  its  right  as  a  coale* 
derate  state,  to  include  in  the 
budget  the  military  establishment 
for  ibe  sum  of  1,600,000  florwsi 
The  Chamber  voted  on  this  poitti 
the  80th  of  January.  The  pro- 
posal oi  the  Government  was  re* 
jected  by  30  votes  to  29.  Thus 
one  vote  has  destroyed,  in  one 
monaent,  all  the  beniafits  of  a  la* 
borious 
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borious  sewion  of  above  seven 
montfas, 

Hamburgh,  Feb.  4.— The  Fo- 
reign Cabinets  bavii^^oposedoer* 
tain  changes  to  the  King  of  Saxony, 
that  Monarch  replied  to  them — 
*•  For  many  years  I  have  been  very 
wen  satisfied  with  my  people,  and 
my  people  are  satisfied  with  me — 
what  more  is  wanted?  My  sub- 
jects have  never  done  me  any 
harm.     I  see  nothing  to  change/' 

The  King  of  Bavaria  has  also 
tefosed  to  accede  to  the  demands 
made  for  restricting  the  sittings  of 
the  States-General,  and  submitting 
the  press  to  a  more  severe  cen- 
sorship. 

Berlin,  Feb.  8 The  Royal  Go- 

vemment  at  Cologne  has  given 
notice,  as  a  warning  to  those 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  Prus- 
sian subjects  who  go  as  soldiers  to 
Greece,  are  not  to  expect  any 
kind  of  assistance  on  their  return  ; 
and  "the  less  so,  as  the  distress 
which  there  awaits  them  will'  have 
been  wholly  drawn  on  them  by 
transgressing  their  duty  as  sub- 
jects, in  attaching  themselves  to  a 
cause  foreign  to  those  duties,  and 
in  its  own  nature  criminal." 

Maiia,  Feb.  21 .— "  An  accident 
took  place  here  on  Shrove  Tuesday 
of  the  most  fatal  and  appalling  na- 
ture. It  is  the  custom  on  that 
day  to  attract  the  poor  boys  away 
from  the  crowd  and  riot  in  the 
streets  (it  being  the  last  day  of  the 
Camhrid,)  by  making  a  procession 
to  one  of  the  churches,  and  after- 
wards distributing  bread  to  them. 
Previous  to  their  receiving  the 
bread,  thev  were  all  (in  number 
about  700)  put  in  the  corridor  of 
the  convent — a  room  where,  I  be- 
Ueve,  there  were  no  windows,  and 
there  locked  in.  The  cries  of  the 
poor  creatuies  were  shortly  htani 


from  inside  < 
and  to  be  let  wt,  but  the  msn 
with  die  k^  was  not  to  be  found; 
die  alarm  outside  was  tremendous, 
as  the  door  oould  not  be  opened : 
at  length  a  man  who  thought  his 
son  was  inside,  rushed  forward 
and  broke  it  open,  when  a  dreadfol 
scene  presented  itself,  a  great 
number  of  these  poor  boys  having 
been  suffocated.  The  consterna- 
tion in  the  city  on  thia  being 
known  was  indescribable.  The 
bodies  were  taken  out,  but  there 
bttug  so  many,  no  one  knew  what 
to  do  with  them.  Twenty  were 
taken  to  one  doctor's  shop^  and  a . 
great  number  to  the  ho^Mta^ 
where  I  saw  more  than  95  bodks 
of  young  hids,  from  10  to  14»  lying 
breathless  on  the  floor.  * 

"  The  expressions  of  the  mob 
against  the  priests  and  friars  were 
very  violent,  as  it  was  attributed 
to  them.  The  number  of  desd, 
by  a  proclamadon  from  .Govern- 
ment, who  wish  to  hush  the  busi* 
ness,  is  stated  to  be  about  100. 
At  least  130  were  killed,  and  the 
general  number  is  stated  to  be 
153.  An  investigadon  is  to  be 
made  by  Government  into  the 
af&ir." 

GREECE. 

ZwiUf  Feb.  \4. — ^Afler  the  me- 
morable victory  of  the  6th,  achieved 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Missoluqgfai, 
who  repulsed  six  successive  as- 
saults by  the  Turks  on  a  fordfied 
causeway  which  leads  to  the  town, 
Omer  Brioni,  Pacha  of  Janina,  re- 
tired, leaving  1500  men  in  the 
place.  The  way  by  which  thejr 
retreated  was  not  laiown  for  two 
days.  They  were  puzaued  as  far 
as  the  bridge  of  Prindos,  and  he 
came  by  tl^  way  of  the  lake  of 
Soodi;  the  pursuers  having  dis- 
covered 
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cohered  that  the  enemy  abatidoned 
their  camp,  covered  with  cot*  and 
tents,  which  they  coidd  not  ap-^ 
proach  for  fear  of  an  ambuscade, 
it  was  decided  that  the  ground  aa 
far  as  Tygos  should  be  recon- 
noitred. Intelligence  was  also 
received  that  1800  Greeks  from 
the  coasts  of  the  Morea  had  taken 
up  a  position  before  Trisonia,  and 
advanced  by  the  defiles  of  Mount 
Coracasto  Fidaris,  whilst  Marc 
Botsaris  advanced  towards  Vra- 
chori,  at  the  head  of  loOO  men, 
by  LenenoA. 

The  movement  from  Misso* 
luoghi  havinff  been  calculated  ac- 
cording to  this  base  of  operations, 
its  iirst  object  was  to  proceed  to 
the  camp  of.  Omer  Brioni,  the 
Pacha,  which  was  entirely  aban* 
doned,  and  where  six  cannons, 
ammunition,  provisions,  and  even 
the  magnificent  tent  of  Chours- 
chid  Pacha,  were  found.  All 
these  became  the  booty  of  the 
Christians,  who  soon  learned  that 
Omer  Pacha  had  retired  to  Vra- 
chori. 


Chuifse  Coro»/ci/to«.~Tbe  Em- 
peror Kea-King  died  on  the  2nd 
of  Septembef,  1820.  An  univer- 
sal  mourning  was  immediately 
decreed  throughout  the  empire. 
The  proclamation  received  at 
Canton  soon  after  the  event,  de- 
clared that  the  **  Dragon  on  horse- 
back," on  the  25th  of  7th  moon, 
at  Jero  (the  Warm  River)  became 
a  guest  in  heaven ;  and  therefore 
all  persons  were  ordered,  on  pain 
of  death,  immediately  to  pluck  the 
red  fringe  hairs  from  their  caps, 
put  on  mourning  dresses,  and  to 
^  abstain  from  shaving,  playing  on 
musical  instruroents,raarrying,and 
sacrificing,  for  an  hundred  days. 
J  823. 


AD  red  papers  posted  up  in  the- 
streets  w^re  to  be  pulled  down,* 
and  all  edicts  were  to  be  written 
in  blue  ink.     The  mourning  at' 
court  was  to  be  expressed  by  the 
removal  of  ornaments,  cuttuo^  off 
the  hair,  stamping  with  the  feet, 
&o.  and  the  successor  t6  the  throno 
was  to  act  as  chief  mourner.     Li* 
bations  also  were  to  be  poured  out ' 
before  the  coffin. 

The  days  of  universal  mourning, 
customary  on  the  decease  of  a  mo- 
narch, were  infringed  upon  at  this » 
time  for  twenty-four  hours,  in  or- 
der to  give  place  for  the  splendid 
ceremonies ;  though  the  successor 
declared  he  was  strenuously  op- 
posed to  such  a  measure,  and  had 
been  finally  induced  to  give  his 
consent  to  it,  only  by  the  persua- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Ceremonies. 
In  the  morning  the  foot-guards 
were  marched  in,  and  stationed  at 
the  city  gates.  The  Board  of 
Rites,  and  the  members  of  the 
Hung-ioo  Office,  assembled  at  the 
Imperial  Council  Chamber,  and 
placed  the  seal  table,  the  report 
table,  the  edict  uble,  and  the 
writing  table,  in  their  proper 
places. — The  yellow  table  was  set 
on  the  red  steps  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne* 

The  imperial  guard  then  placed 
in  order,  the  imperial  travelling 
equipage  in  front  of  the  Temple 
of  Peace,  the  foot-chariot  (drawn 
by  men)  without  the  palace  gate» 
the  five  imperial  carriages  without 
the  Woo-gate,  with  the  docile  ele- 
phants standing  south  of  them. 

The  horse  guards  were  formed 
in  a  double  line  along  the  middle 
avenue  of  the  vestibule ;  and  the 
imperial  canopy  and  the  cloud- 
capt  basin  were  set  within  the  ves- 
tibule. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of 
(B)  Music 
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Music  then  ranged  along  the  pa- 
lace causeway  the  ancient  musical 
instruments  used  by  Sheen,  and 
those  which  are  used  on  common 
state  occasions  were  deposited 
within  the  palace.  Just  without 
the  Woo-gate  were  placed  other 
musical  instruments  together  with 
the  canopies  or  umbrellas,  called 
the  Dragon  Dome  and  the  Incense 
Dome. 

Under  the  direction  of  th^ 
Board  of  Public  Works,  the  Gol- 
den Phoenix  was  put  in  the  middle 
of  tlie  gate  of  Celestial  Repose, 
and  a  stage  erected  in  the  first 
chamber  on  the  east  side  of  it. 

The  petition,  requesting  the 
Emperor  to  ascend  the  throne, 
was  then  laid  on  the  report  table 
in  the  Council  Chamber;  the  pro- 
clamation on  the  edict  table,  and 
the  pencil  and  ink  on  the  writing 
table.  This  done,  the  members 
of  the  Council  Chamber,  with  the 
Prime  Minister  at  their  head,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  gate  of  his  Majesty's 
private  apartments,  called  the  gate 
of  Celestial  Purity,  to  beg  for  the 
Imperial  Seal;  and  returning  to 
the  Council  Chamber,  laid  it  on  the 
seal  table  in  the  middle  of  the 
apartment,  south  of  the  throne. 

The  kings,  nobles,  &c.  of  the 
imperial  kmdred,  down  to  the 
eighth  generation,  were  then  in- 
troduced, and  placed  round  the 
elevation  at  the  foot  of  the  throne ; 
while  the  great  civil  and  military 
officers  ranged  themselves  accord- 
iqg  to  their  rank  in  the  vestibule. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Rites  went  at  an  appohited  hour  to 
entreat  his  Majesty  to  put  on  his 
mourning,  and  come  through  the 
Mte  of  the  eastern  palace,  into  the 
teft  door  of  the  middle  palace. 
There  he  presented  himself  before 
die  altar  of  his  father,  dechired  that 


he  received  the  decree;  and  kneel* 
ing  three  times,  and  bowing  nine 
times,  returned  to  the  side  pilace, 
and  soon  afterwards  went  in  has 
robes  to  pay  his  respects  to  his 
mother,  who  was  also  arrayed  in 
her  robes  and  on  her  throne.  Here 
also  his  Majesty  kneeled  three 
times,  and  bowed  nine  times. 

The  golden  chariot  was  then 
brought  up  before  the  door  of  the 
Emperor's  apartments;  and  the 
officer  of  the  Mathematical  Board, 
whose  business  it  is  to  '^  observe 
times,"  came  and  aonounoed  that 
the  chosen  and  felicitous  moment 
had  arrived!  when  the  Emperor 
came  out  at  the  lefk  door  of  fab 
apartments,  and  mounted  his  cha- 
riot, to  proceed  to  the  Palace  of 
Protection  and  Peace. 

The  president  and  ten  great 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Rites  pre- 
ceded the  chariot;  twenty  chief 
officers  of  the  Leopard-tail  Guaids, 
half  armed  with  swords,  and  half 
with  spears  (perhaps  musquets,) 
walking  on  both  sides,  and  two 
officers  of  the  personal  guard 
closing  the  processicm. 

When  his  Majesty  had  descend- 
ed and  sat  down  in  the  Royal 
middle  palace,  the  president  of  tiie 
Hung-loo  office  led  out  the  great 
officers  of  the  interior,  and  ranged 
them  according  to  their  rank ;  the 
officers  of  the  Imperial  (xuard,  the 
Council  Chamber,  the  National  In- 
stitute, the  Chin-sze  Office,  the 
Ke-ken  Office,  the  Board  of  Rites, 
and  the  Censor  Office,  and  called 
on  them  to  kneel  thrice  and  bow 
nine  times. 

The  president  of  the  Board  of 
Rites  then  besought  his  Majeaty 
on  his  knees  to  ascend  the  throne : 
when  the  procession  moved  on  as 
before  to  the  Pakoe  of  Peaee,  and 
his.  Majesty  monnted  die  seat  of 

gems, 
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gems,  and  sat  down  upon  die 
tluroDe«  and  the  bells  hninediatdy 
b^an  to  ring,,  and  the  druma  to 
beat  fit  the  Woo-gate.— **  Strike 
die  whip !"  cried  the  chief  of  the 
Imperial  Gnard,  and  a  brazen  rod 
was  struck  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne.  The  attendant  Ministers 
then  tanged  tbemsdves  in  ranks, 
and  the  Kings  and  Dukes  took 
their  places  on  the  red  steps  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  and  the  civil 
and  military  officers  in  the  vesti- 
bule* The  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
that  their  motions  might  be  simul- 
taneous, cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
"  Kneel  three  .times !  bow  your 
heads  to  the  ground  nine  times, 
rise  and  redre !"  Which  done,  they 
took  their  former  places. 

Next  appeared  the  Prime  Mi- 
nister, who  took  the  proclamation 
and  carried  it  with  great  formality, 
first  to  the  middle  table,  where  it 
was  sealed,  and  then  to  the  Palace 
of  Peace,  where  the  president  of 
the  Board  of  Rites  received  it,  and 
taking  it  back  again,  laid  it  on  the 
table  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
with  a  profound  reverence,  and 
fiaiiig,  placed  it  in  the  cloud-capt 
basin,  over  which  the  officers  of  the 
Imperial  Guard  spread  out  the 
yellow  caiK^,  and  proceeded  with 
it  out  of  the  palace.  The  civil 
and  military  officers  likewise  went 
out;  and  die  Emperor  returned 
to  hift  private  apartments,  when, 
changing  his  robes,  he  resumed  his 
mmiming. 

The  seal  was  returned  to  the 
imperial  residence,  and  the  pro** 
elamation  placed  in .  the  dn^gon 
dome,  at  the  Woo«gate.  After 
serveral  eerenMiues,  &  prodana- 
tion  was  laid  on  a  yellow  taUe, 
upon  .a  high  etage,  and  the  two 
domes  were  set  down  in  front  of 
the  gate  ofCelestial  Repose.  After 


other  ceremonies  in  the  i 

which  we  have  not  room  to  tnns- 

cribe,  the  coronation  concluded. 

RUSSIA. 

A  Russian  army  is  formed  upon 
the  Oder,  The  Czar  being  deter- 
mined in  every  way  to  aid  the 
cause  of  despotism  against  Spain, 
has  ordered  an  army  of  70,000 
men  to  hold  themselves  in  readi^ 
ness  to  march.  An  additional 
duty  had  been  laid  upon  salt  from 
England  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, which  amounts  almost  to  a 
prohibition. 

ITALY. 

Letters  from  Naples  of  the  1 1th 
inst.  state  that  a  severe  shock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  on  the  5th  at 
Palermo,  by  which  a  number  of 
houses  and  churches  were  destroy- 
ed, 21  persons  killed,  and  125 
wounded.  The  damage  done  to 
the  city  alone  was  estimated  at 
50,000/.  It  was  not  ascertained 
that  any  other  part  of  Sicily  had 
sufiered. 

TURKEY. 

An  ardde  from  Semlin,  of  the 
18th  of  March,  niendons  that  the 
quarter  of  Pera,  at  Constandnopk^ 
has  been  burnt.  It  says,  "  I^ra 
has  at  length  experienced  the  firte 
with  which  it  has  long  been  me* 
naced,  and  we  must  expect  raoie 
disastrous  news.  The  number  of 
houses  burnt  is  stated  at  12  and 
even  20,000.  It  is  also  said,  that 
the  palace  of  Lord  Strangford  has 
been  burnt 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 

Cape-town  papers  of  the  16th 

of  November  Imve  been  received  $ 

there  is  in  them  a  long  account  of 
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tke  trial  and  execution  of  a  young 
gentlonan  named  Gebhard,  the 
80X1  of  the  clergyman,  for  the 
murder  of  a  slave  belonging  to 
his  &ther,  by  excessive  and  unlaw- 
ful punishment.  After  his  trial 
and  conviction,  the  prisoner  ap- 
pealed against  it  to  the  highest 
tribunal  of  the  country ;  but  on 
hearing  his  case,  the  Court  dis- 
charged the  appeal,  and  confirmed 
his  sentence  of  death,  and  the  un- 
fortunate young  man  consequently 
suffered  the  awful  punishment  in- 
flicted by  law. 

INDIA. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Surat, 
dated  Nov.  8. — **  You  will  ere 
this  doubtless  have  Iieard  of  tlie 
late  dreadful  overflowings  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  but  I  question 
if  you  have  heard  of  half  the  ca- 
lamitous circumstances  attending 
this  visitation.  On  Sunday  night 
I  sent  my  horses  outside  the  fort, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives,  and  it 
was  fortunate  I  did  so,  or  they 
would  have  been  drowned.  Some 
gentlemen  had  their  horses  stand- 
ing in  water  all  the  time.  I'he 
Udalat  terrace,  near  the  flag  staff, 
has  been  most  dreadfully  cut  up, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  bridges  at 
the  town  gates.  The  lines  were 
overflowed,  and  the  sepoys  of  both 
battalions  dispersed.  £ ex- 
erted himself  nobly;  he  brought 
awfty  the  sick  of  both  battalions  to 
a  safe  place.  The  battalion  and 
ofllcers  at  Borachee  were  saved  by 
remaining  on  the  tops  of  the  bar- 
racks. The  water  was  five  feet 
deep  under  them,  and  runmng  at 
a  terrible  rate.  Many  a  house 
has  fallen,  and  many  a  village  is 
swept  away.  Bodies  were  seen 
contioaally  floating  down  the  ri* 
W9r.     A  similar  calamity  has  hap* 


peded  at  Broack,  by  the  rising  of 
the  Nurbudda,  and  part  of  the 
Udalat  has  tumbled  down.  The 
consequences  there  have  been 
more  calamitous  than  in  our 
neighbourhood.  Two  hundred 
miles  of  rich  and  highly  cultivated 
country  were  completely  inunda- 
ted, and  a  passage  for  boats  was 
practicable  between  the  town-^es 
and  village  of  Okliseer. 

CHINA. 

Intelligence  was  received  by 
the  Berwickshire  East  Indtaman, 
which  left  Canton  on  the  ISth  of 
November,  of  a  most  destructive 
fire  in  that  city.  It  broke  out  on 
the  night  of  the  Ist,  at  the  city 
wall,  near  the  back  of  the  Eoro- 
pean  factories,  and  did  not  cease 
in  its  destructive  career  till  it  had 
levelled  them  with  the  ground,  to- 
gether with  a  space  of  neariy  two 
mdes  square  of  the  dwellings  an4 
manufactories  of  the  Chinese.  The 
number  of  houses  destroyed  is 
estimated  at  13,700,  according  to 
the  English  account,  but  the  Chi- 
nese make  it  amount  to  16,000. 
Five  hundred  Chinese  are  said  to 
have  lost  their  lives  during  the 
conflagration.  A  strong  gale  of 
wind  which  blew  at  the  time,  as- 
sisted the  fury  of  the  element; 
and  as  the  natives  would  not  per- 
mit their  houses  to  be  pulled 
down;  all  the  efibrts  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans to  stop  its  progress  were 
unavailing.  The  nre  continiMd 
to  bum  till  five  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  dd.  The  seainen 
belonging  to  the  Company's  ships 
exerted  diemselves  to  save  the  iSM> 
tories,  but  could  not  prevent  the 
destruction  of  the  whole  of  lh< 
warehouses.  It  was  equally  im- 
possible to  save  the  greater  part 
of  the  goo4s  within  than,  and  the 
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loss  to  the  C<mi]>any  has  conBe- 
'  qvently    been    extremely    great. 

•  The  , statements  vary  as  to  its  ex- 
tent, some  describing  it  as  500,000/. 
and  others  as  high  as  1,000,000/. 

'  sterling.  Wolkns,.  raw  silk,  nan- 
keens, and  30,000  chests  of  green 
tea  are  the  principal  articles  said 

■  to  have  been  destroyed.  The 
Company's  treasure  was  saved, 
aiod  had  been  sent  on  board  their 
own  ships.  The  actual  loss  of 
British  private  property  is  said  to 

■  have  been  extremely  small,  except 
what  may  be  hereafter  sustained 
by  the  ^lure  of  the  Hong  or  se- 
curity inerchants,  to  make  good 

.their  engagements.  These,  as 
(might  be  expected,  were  among 
the  principal  sufferers ;  and  tliree 
of  them,  whose  names  are  Mouqua, 
Chinqua,  and  Paunthequa,  are  said 
•to  have  sustained  losses  to  the 
amount  of  300,000/.  sterHng.  By 
thisiirei  40,000  of  the  Chinese  are 
said  to  have  been  deprived  of  their 

*  habitations,  which  is  probably  be- 
low the  trutli,  in  so  dense  a  popu- 
lation as  that  of  Canton.  It  was 
estimated  that  the  cost  of  restoring 
the  buildings  destroyed,  would  ex- 
ceed 13,000,000  of  dollars;  and 
that  some  years  must  elapse  before 
Canton  can  recover  its  former  si- 


tuation. 


JAVA. 


Dreadful  Eruption  of  a  Volcano 
in  the  Island  of  Java, — On  the  8th 
of  October  last  year,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  part  of 

-the  Regency  of  Sumadang  was 
visited  by  a  most  terrible  natural 
phenomenon. 

On  that  day  the  mountain  of 

'  Galoeng  Goeng,  on  the  borders  of 
Sumadang  and  LimbaugfLn,  which 
was  known  to  be  a  volcano,  sud- 
denly emitted  a  most  devastating 


torrent  of  lava,  which  destroyed  no 
fewer  than  eighty-eight  kampongi^ 
and  in  which  2000  persons  perish- 
ed. It  has  not  been  possibly  to 
obtain  complete  and  accurate  infix- 
raation  respecting  this  afflicting 
event;  the  following  particulars, 
however,  may  be  mentioned.  An 
explosion  resembling  the  report  of 
'  a  piece  of  heavy  artillery  was  sud- 
denly heard,  and  a  cloud  of  black 
smoke  was  seen  to  rise  from  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  accompanied 
by  such  a  violent  wind,  that  houses 
and  trees  were  thrown  down  by  it. 
On  this,  complete  darkness  ensued, 
and  then  for  the  space  of  thirce 
hours  a  shower  of  burning  ashes, 
and  a  torrent  of  lava  which  cover- 
ed the  country  all  around,  to  the 
extent  of  twenty  pa/,  carrying 
away,  burying,  and  burning  the 
houses,  trees,  and  inhabitants.  At 
the  expiration  of  three  hours  it 
was  light  again,  and  a  quantity  of 
sand  and  small  stones  fell. 

SOUTH    AMERICA. 

By  letters  received  on  Saturday 
from  St.  Jago  de  Chile,  it  appears 
that  on  the  night  of  the  19th  No- 
vember, a  shock  of  an  earthquake 
was  experienced,  the  most  severe 
ever  remembei'ed  in  that  country. 
Its  duration  was  of  the  very  ex- 
traordinary space  of  four  minutes, 
during  which  the  earth  is  described 
as  bemg  in  continued  motion^  r&* 
sembliug  the  rolling  of  a  heavy  sea* 
Its  effects  were  most  &tal  at  Val* 
paraiso,  where,  it  is  said,  few 
houses  were  left  standing :  of  those 
but  a  small  proportion  were  habi- 
table. There  is  some  variation, 
however,  in  the  accountSy .  as  re- 
spects Valparaiso ;  and  as  it  is  na- 
tural to  expect,  under  the  first  im- 
pression of  so  awful  a  calamity, 
that  there  should  be  much  exag-* 
geration, 
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geration,  it  is  probable  that  has 
been  the  case  in.  the  present  in- 
stance. The  loss  of  lives  in  Val- 
paraiso is  stated  at  from  150  to 
200,  among  whom  are  some  £ng- 
Ksh.  The  only  names  mentionei 
are  those  of  a  Mr.  Soevenson,  and 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelly.  Most  of 
the  Tillages  in  Chile  had  suffered 
severely,  and  some  of  them  were 
destroyed.  No  intelligence  had 
been  received  from  Ck>nception, 
but  equally  dreadful  accounts  were 
anticipated  from  thence.  At  San- 
tiago the  shock  had  been  compa- 
ratively slight ;  no  lives  were  lost 
there,  nor  any  houses  thrown 
down,  but  all  the  churches,  except 
three,  had  been  so  much  injured 
as  to  require  taking  down,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  rebuild 
many  of  the  houses  before  they 
could  be  rendered  habitable. 
From  the  19th  up  to  the  tSih  of 
November,  which  is  the  date  of 
the  letters,  slight  shocks  had  oc- 
curred daily,  so  that  many  of  the 
inhabitants  slept  in  tents  without 
the  city,  only  venturing  into  their 
houses  to  take  meals,  during 
which  time  all  the  doors  were 
kept  open. 

MARCH. 

GREAT   BaiTAIN. 

Oxford  ^ssizei.^-The  fc^owing 
very  brutal  wager  has  led  to  an 
action  at  the  Oxford  Assizes  :^- 
''  Burford,  July  8, 1  S%2.  A  bet  is 
tiiis  day  made  between  Mr.  Mann 
and  Mr.  Cole,  for  dO/.,  in  the 
manner  following: — Mr.  Cole  to 
ride  a  bay  pony,  in  his  possession, 
and  Mr.  William  Mann  to  ride  a 
ehesnut  hackney,  in  his  possession ; 
eadi  party  to  ride  his  own  horse 
thfongh  Cheltenham  as  far  as 
Gloaeester,  and  back  to  Burford 
(tlM  phee  from  whence  they  start). 


They  are  to  start  on  July  16th 
together,  and  that  which  returns 
to  Burford  first,  to  be  the  winner. 
Each  to  ride  the  same  road. — 
Signed  by  both  parties,  and  wit- 
nessed by  Mr.  Henry  Webb."  The 
result  o£  the  above  w«ger  was, 
that  each  party  rode  hia  own  horae 
sixty-four  miles  in  five  hours  and 
a  half,  and  that  the  lives  of  both 
animids  fell  victims  to  the  cnidty 
of  their  owners.  The  advantage, 
however,  was  with  Mann,  but  he 
disputed  his  loss  lo  Cde,  on 
the  ground  that  he  (Cole)  had  got 
off  his  horse  before  it  anived  at 
Burford,  imd  had  walked  by  the 
side  of  the  animal  into  the  town. 
The  question  was  then  rdSeirtd.  to 
the  Jockey  Club  at  Newmaiioet, 
and  the  club  decided  that  it  was 
<*  a  drawn  bet."  Notwithstanding 
this  decision,  Mr.  Beale,  the  atake- 
hdlder,  refused  to  deliver  up.  ihe 
stakes  to  the  parties;  which 
might  be  owing  to  the  circimn 
stsnce  of  a  number  of  oAer 
wagers  and  other  sums  of  money 
which  he  held,  depending  upon  the 
issue  of  the  present  case  ;  and  an 
action  was  brought  by  Cole  against 
Beale.— Verdict  for  theplain^^dn- 
mages  19/.,  the  amount  of  theatake. 

7. — The  grand  dinner  to  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  Ambassa* 
dors  was  given  at  die  City  of  Lon- 
don Tavern.  We  never,  mi  any  oc- 
casion, remember  to  have  seen  a 
more  imposing  and  splendid  oom- 
nany.  The  most  disth^f^nished 
Members  of  bodi  Houses  of  Pai^ 
llament,  and  the  most  eminent  per- 
sons of  the  commercial  and  mo- 
nied  interests,  filled  the  room.  At 
five  o'clock  not  a  place  was  to  be 
had  at  the  tables,  and  upwards  of 
400  persons  had  taken  their  seats. 

20. — Mr.  Ravenga,  Envoy  from 

die  Republic  of  Colombia  to  this 

country,  was  arrested  for  a  sum  of 
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MfiOOLj  due  from  that  Govem- 
■wnt,  at  the  suit  of  MackintOBhi 
the  amy  acooutrement-maker. 

2 1  .-^General  Dumouricz. — ^This 
day  the  remains  of  the  once  celebm^ 
ted  General  Dumouries  were  inter- 
red in  a  vault,  wiUiin  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Mary,  Henley-on* 
Thames,  it  is  a  remarkable  circum- 
atance,  that  the  late  General  arrived 
at  TttTTille  mansion  this  very  day 
twelve  month,  about  half-past  two 
-o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  at  which 
time,  this  day,  the  fbneral  service 
was  being  performed. 
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.The  amount  of  the  petiticms  for 
burnings,  and  other  destruction  of 
property,  delivered  in  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  Cork,  is 
10^5861.  4a.  10c/. 

M. — **  This  momjug,  at'  10a.m., 
the  Jlert,  Morgan,  Liverpool 
Packet,  from  Dublin  to  Liverpool, 
struck  on  the  West  Mouse  Rock, 
near  the  Skerries  Light  House,  and 
in  half  an  hour  after  went  down ; 
the  captain  and  crew,  excepting 
the  steward  and  a  boy,  were  saved ; 
from  ten  to  fourteen  of  the  pas- 
sengers were  also  saved ;  about 
ISO  perished.  Boats  from  this 
place  have  picked  up  and  landed 
twenty^six  of  the  dead  bodies." 

The  body  of  the  late  Earl  of 
St.  Vincent  was  privately  interred, 
pneisely  at  four  o'ck>ck,  on  Wed* 
nesday  afternoon,  March  S6th,  in 
tlie  family  vault  at  Stone.  The 
foUawing  is  an  exact  copy  of  the 
inacnption  (in  English)  upon  the 
superb  coffin,  which  is  covered 
with  searkt  velvet:— 

JOHW  EARL  OP   Sr.  VTHCEHT, 

Viscount  St.  Vincent,  Baron  Jcrvu, 

Of  Meaford 

In  the  County  of  Stafford.      _ 

One  of  His  M^estjH  Honourable  Pflvjr  Council, 

and 

AdOMral  of  the  Fleet,  General  of  the  Mannn, 

9cc.  &c. 

Died  March  l5Ui.l8!a, 

In  the  89th  jear  of  his  age: 


The  Minister  of  Finance  brought 
forward  his  budget,  in  which  ho 
demands  a  vote  of  credit  for 
100,000,000  francs,  and  a  new 
creation  of  4,000,000  francs  dc 
rente. 

The  Paris  papers  are  chiefly  oc- 
cupied with  the  expulsion  of  M. 
Manuel  from  the  Chamber  of  De« 
puties,  during  the  present  sessions, 
&r  the  speech  which  he  delivered 
on  the  IBoth  ult.  against  the  war  with 
Spain.  The  decree  passed  on  Mon- 
day ;  but  regarding  that  as  illegal 
and  unconstitutional,  on  Tuesday^ 
supported  by  many  of  his  friends, 
M.Manuel  took  his  usual  seat.  The 
President  informed  him  of  the  de- 
cree, and  advised  him  to  withr 
draw,  but  he  refused,  and  de- 
clared he  would  only  yield  to 
force.  The  sittings  Nvere  then 
suspended  for  an  hour;  in  the 
mean  time  the  principal  door- 
keeper entered  aiid  read  to  him 
the  order  he  had  received  for  hi^ 
exchision.  M.  M.  remained  firm, 
and  the  door-keeper  called  in  a 
piquet  of  the  National  Guards; 
the  Seijeant  and  his  men  refused 
to  act,  which  produced  shouts  of 
bravoX  from  M.  Manuel's  friends, 
as  well  in  the  galleries  as  on  the 
floor  of  tlie  Chamber.  The  Qeor 
darmerie  were  then  called  in,  who 
laid  hold  of  him  and  hurried  him 
out  of  the  Chamber,  followed  by 
all  tlie  members  on  the  left  side  ; 
but  after  his  exclusion  the  agi- 
tation was  such,  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  obliged  to  adjourn  the 

On  Wednesday  mormng  MM. 
Foy,  Demarcay,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  left  side  (».  e.  of  Ae 
Opposition)  dehvered  a  protest 
against  the  proceedings  adopted 
toward  M.  Manuel ;  but  the  ma- 
jority 
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jority  refused  to  hear  it  read,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  left  side, 
except  two  (t.  e,  about  1 70)  with- 
drew in  a  body,  and  the  remainder 
voted  the  supplies  for  war. 

There  appeared  an  order  of  the 
day  of  the  National  Guard,  thus 
worded : — 

"March  10,  1823. 

"A  Subofficer.of  the  Fourth 
Legion,  who  was  on  service  at  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  is  accused 
of  having  refused  to  execute  the 
orders  of  the  President  of  the 
Chamber. 

'  "  So  serious  a  charge  ought  to 
be  examined  with  the  strictest 
justice ;  consequently,  a  Council 
of  Discipline  will  be  summoned  to 
pronounce  on  Uie  disobedience  of 
which  the  said  officer  is  charged. 

*'  The  officer  who  conrnianded 
the  post  wiU  be  alike  delivered 
over  to  the  appointed  Council, 
which  will  have  to  judge  of  the 
crime. 

"  Major-General  Duke  de  Cler- 
mont-Tonnerre." 

The  Sergeant,  Mercier,  is  daily 
receiving  fresh  proofs  from  his 
comrades  of  their  approbation  of 
his  conduct.  A  great  number  of 
the  grenadiers  of  the  dd  battalion 
of  the  2d  legion  of  the  National 
Guard  are  about  to  present  him 
with  a  gold  snulF-box,  with  an  in- 
scription alluding  to  his  conduct 
on  the  4th  of  March.  —  French 
paper. 

GERMANY. 

-  The  Prelates  and  the  Nobles  of 
the  Duchy  of  Holstein  have  pre- 
ferred a  complaint,  before  the 
Germanic  Diet,  against  their  Sove- 
reign the  King  of  Denmark.  They 
dedare,  that  their  ancient  institu- 
tiona  have  been  violated,  and  that 
justice  has  been  denied  them.  They 


entreat  the  me^yation  of  the  Diet, 
to  obtain  for  themselves  and  lot 
their  country  a  Constitution  con- 
formable to  the  necessity  of  the 
times. 

Frankfort^  March  ^. — In  the  sit- 
ting of  the  Germanic  Diet,  Feb. 
24th,  a  majority  of  sixteen  votes 
to  one  came  to  die  following  reso- 
lution on  the  communication  which 
has  been  made  to  it  by  the  cabi- 
nets of  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Rus- 
sia, of  the  circulars  rektive  to  the 
result  of  the  Congress  at  Verona. 

*'  The  Confederation  assures 
these  Sovereigns  of  its  perfect  ad- 
herence to  the  wise  and  conserva- 
tory principles  which  are  employ* 
ed  in  these  circulars. 

"  The  President  of  the  Diet, 
acting  in  the  place  of  the  Minister 
of  Austria,  shall  express  these 
sentiments  in  the  name  of  the 
Confederation,  in  an  answer  analo- 
gous to  the  communications  fduch 
it  has  received." 

1  he  Minister  of  Wurtemburg 
said,  that  from  the  motives  stated 
in  the  declaration  of  his  Sovereign, 
which  was  entered  in  the  Jounnls 
in  the  third  sitting,  he  could  not 
take  any  part  in  the  reaolutioD. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Strict  neutrality  will  be  observed 
by  the  Netherlands  during  the 
hostilities  between  France  and 
Spain.  A  Royal  decree  oiden 
that  no  fitting  out  of  privaleeis 
under  the  French  or  the  Spanidi 
flag  shall  take  place  in  the  ports  of 
that  kingdom  or  of  its  colonies ; 
that  neither  the  cruisers  of  fielii* 
gerent  Powers,  nor  the  vessels 
captured  by  them,  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  said  ports ;  aiid  that 
in  case  they  should  be  obliged  to 
put  into  them  to  repair  any  da* 
mages,  they  shall   be  obliged  Co 
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put  to  Best  a^m  without  loss  of 
time. 

SPAIK. 

Opening  of  ihe  Spanish  Cortes 

The  Sessions  was  opened  this  day. 
ITie  Act  of  the  k^t  Preparatory 
Juhta»  or  Installation  of  Cortes, 
having  been  read,  was  approved 

4>f. 

Several  Deputies  took  the  oaths 
and  their  seats. 

An  official  despatch  was  read 
by  the  secretary  of  Grate  and 
Justice,  stating  that,  as  his  Ma- 
jesty's health  did  not  permit  his 
assisting  at  the  opening  of  the 
Session,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
the  Secretary  o£  Despatch  would 
deliver  to  the  President  the  speech 
which  his  Majesty  would  have 
had  the  satisfaction  of  pronoun- 
cing. The  Secretary  of  the  Go- 
vernment delivered  tlie  said  dis- 
eonrse  to  the  President,  who  read 
it  as  follows : — 

*•  Gentlemen  Deputies  —  The 
extraordinary  circumstances  under 
-which  this  session  is  opened,  pre- 
aent  an  immense  field  to  the  pa- 
tnotism  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  Spanish  people,  and  will  make 
it  famous  in  the  national  annals. 
Spain,  now  the  object  of  attention 
to  all  nations,  will  solve  the  grand 
fnroblem  which  occupies  the  minds 
of  Kings  and  People.  On  the 
event  are  depending  the  hopes,  the 
fiears,  the  interests  of  humanity, 
and  the  caprices  of  ambition  and 
arrogance. 

**  The  continental  monarchies 
of  the  Holy  Alliance  have  raised 
their  voices  against  the  political  in- 
Btitutions  of  this  country,  which 
has  obtained  its  independence  and 
libmy  at  the  price  of  its  blood. 
Spain,  answering  the  insidious  in- 
iimatiGns  of  those  Potentates,  has 


solemnly  manifested  to  the  world, 
that  its  fundamental  laws  must  not 
be  dictated  biit  by  itself. 

"  This  principle,  dear  and  Iu« 
mi  nous,  can  only  be  attacked  by 
sophistry,  aided  by  arms,  and  those 
who  appeal  to  this  last  reason  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  have  the 
highest  testimony  of  the  injustice 
cf  their  cause. 

''His  Christian  Majesty  has 
said  that  one  hundred  thousand 
Frenchmen  would  come  to  arrange 
the  domestic  affairs  of  Spain,  and 
to  amend  the  errors  of  her  institu- 
tions— when  was  it  that  the  office 
was  given  to  soldiers  to  amend 
laws  ?  In  what  code  is  it  written 
that  military  invasions  shall  be  the 
forerunners  of  happiness  to  any 
people. 

'•It  is  unworthy  of  reason  to 
combat  such  anti-social  errors: 
and  it  is  not  becoming  the  Consti- 
tutional King  of  Spain  to  make 
any  apology  for  the  just  national 
cause,  especially  when  to  avoid  all 
sentiments  of  shame,  they  cover 
themselves  with  the  mantle  of  the 
most  detestable  hypocrisy. 

**  I  hope  that  the  energy,  firm- 
ness, and  constancy  of  the  Cortes 
will  be  the  best  answer  to  the 
Speech  of  his  Most  Christian  Ma- 
jesty. I  hope  that,  firm  in  their 
principles,  and  resolved  to  tread  in 
the  path  of  their  duty,  they  will 
always  be  the  Cortes  of  the  dth 
and  11th  of  January,  and  will 
prove  themselves  in  every  respect 
worthy  of  the  nation  which  has 
confided  to  them  its  destinies.  I 
hope  that  reason  and  justice  will 
prove  as  strong  as  the  spirit  of 
oppression  and  slavery.  The  iia* 
tion  which  capitulates  with  a  foe 
whose  bad  faith  is  so  notorious,  is  a 
nation  already  subjugated:  to  re- 
ceive laws  which  an  enemy  wishes 

to 
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to  impcMe  by  foree  of  arms,  is  the 
greatest  ignominy. 

*'  If  war  is  already  tlie  irrepa- 
rable evily  tbe  oation  is  magna- 
nimous, and  will  again  hasten  to 
combat  for  its  independence  and 
rights.  The  road  to  glory  is  al- 
ready known  to  the  nation,  and 
the  sacrifices  whidi  this  struggle 
may  require  will  be  triyial.  — > 
Firmness  and  patriotism  offer  a 
thousand  resources,  which  in  the 
hands  of  Spaniards  will  always 
produce  the  happiest  results.  For 
my  part,  I  again  ofler  the  Nation- 
al Congress  to  co-operate  by  my 
e£R>rts  towards  realizing  the  hopes 
entertained  by  the  friends  of  the 
liberal  institutions  in  Spain,  by 
putting  in  execution  all  the  means 
in  my  power  to  repel  force  by 
force. — My  seasonable  removal, 
and  that  of  the  Cortes,  to  a  place 
less  exposed  to  the  influence  d 
military  operations,  must  paralyze 
the  plans  of  the  enemy,  and  avoid 
the  sumension  of  the  influence  of 
active  Uovernment,  which  ought 
to  be  communicated  to  every 
comer  of  the  monarchy. 

**  The  army,  whose  services  in 
the  just  cause  are  so  great,  is  in  a 
state  of  organization,  and  is  re- 
cruiting, according  to  the  late  de- 
cree of  the  Cortes.  The  victories 
which  they  obtain  against  the  fac* 
tious  will  be  the  fererunners  of 
other  more  interesting  ones  over 
foreign  enemies. 

'*  The  provinces  display  in  gene- 
ral the  best  spirit.  The  misfor- 
tunes they  have  suffered  from 
those  who  call  themselves  the  De- 
fenders of  Religion,  have  dissipa- 
ted the  illusion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  convinced  all  that  the 
Constitution  is  the  only  true  road. 
"The  altercations  in  our  diplo- 
matic relations  have  net  diminish>- 


spirit«  Tbet 
who  never  calculate  on  their  re- 
sources, and  the  wicked,  who  avsil 
themselves  of  their  weakness,  csn 
never  alter  the  sentiments  of  illus- 
trious nations  that  are  not  accus- 
tomed to  sanction  injustice. 

**  In  general  the  various  braaehes 
of  the  public  Administration  pre- 
sent a  prospect  the  most  fevoura- 
ble.  The  Cortes  will  continue, 
with  their  usual  zeal,  the  import- 
ant tasks  they  have  undertaken, 
and  the  national  proraerity,  vHiich 
they  have  in  view,  wifl  consolidate 
the  Constitutional  system^  defend- 
ed by  valour  and  energy. 

(Signed)  <«  Ferdinand." 

'*  Palace,  Ist  March,  IStS" 

APRIL. 

GREAT   BRITAIN. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  London  Hospitals,  read  on 
Easter  Monday  last,  in  the  usual 
way :  Ckrisfs  HospUaL-^^ChSLdr&i 
put  forth  apprentices,  195;  buried 
last  year,  6 ;  children  under  care 
of  the  Hospital,  1060;  to  be  ad- 
mitted on  presentation,  150.  it. 
JBorfA^Mmeo^f.— Patients  admitted, 
cured,  and  discharged  last  year, 
9969;  buried,  277;  remamingin- 
patients,  484  ;  ditto  ont^tisols, 
8$S;  so  that  there  has  be«a  under 
care  of  this  Hospital  last  year, 
11,063.  St.  7Aomiw^«.— Patients 
admitted,  cured,  and  disehaqjed 
last  year,  I0fit%;  buried*  191; 
remaining  in-patients,  44£ ;  ditie 
out-patients,  S$2 ;  under  care  of 
the  Hospital  last  year,  UfiS9. 
BrideweU  HospitaL  —  Vagnati 
committed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen,  S69;  apprenticee  seat 
for  solitary  confinement,  36 ;  per* 
sons  to  be  sent  to  difierent  pa- 
rishes, 92;  apprentices  to  be 
brought 
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l»rou^t  up  to  diffisrent  trades,  15. 
Btikiem  HoBpUaL — Remaining  in 
the  Hospital  on  the  Itt  of  Jan. 
lSft%i  216  ;  admitted  since  Janu- 
ary lSft2t  172  ;  cured  and  dis- 
clnnrged  last  year,  162;  remain 
under  cure  and  incurable  to  Dec. 
5h  1322,  226. 

*The  salmon  fishings  on  the 
rirer  Ness  hare  this  year  proved 
Tery  unsucoessful,  and  upon  an 
iaquiry  into  the  cause,  it  is  dis- 
coyereid  that  great  numbers  of 
the  salmon  fry  follow  the  water 
of  the  canal  after  issuing  from 
Jidch  Ness,  and  getting  wi&n  the 
locks,  they  become  sickly,  and 
many  of  them  die.  Immense 
shoals  of  them  have  been  dis- 
covered in  this  state,  and  the  fish, 
•rs  hsnre  discovered  that  those  that 
eseape  to  the  sea  through  the  canal, 
are  so  weakened  and  diseased  by 
lying  so  long  in  the  standing  water, 
that  they  instantly  become  a  prey 
to  other  fish. 

5* — ^Mr.  Capper,  superintendent 
of  the  convict  establishment,  has 
repotted  to  the  secretary  for  the 
liome  department,  '^that  a  vast 
number  of  the  convicts,  of  late 
received  on  board  the  hulks,  have 
brought  with  them,  from  the  re- 
raective  gaols,  such  reports  of  bad 
character,  ^t  but  slight  hope  of 
ftfismation  can  be  looked  for  by 
their  detention  in  any  establish- 
ment in  this  country."  On  the 
let  of  January  1822,  there  were 
2607  prisoners  on  board  all  the 
eimvict  ships ;  since  which  period 
there  have  been  received  from  the 
respective  gaols  2200  (being  550 
leea  than  in  the  year  1821). 
During  the  year,  1470  have  been 
tnnaported  to  New  South  Wales 
(being  550  less  than  the  preceding 
year);  85  have  been  removed  to 
thepenitentionary;  867discharged 
by   pardon   or    otherwise;    five 


have  escaped,  and  forty«nine  have 
died ;  leaving  8Qdl  prisoners  in 
confinement  in  the  several  depots 
on  the  let  instant. 

1 9. — ^A  curious  chymical  pheno- 
menon  is  now  to  be  seen  in  a  field 
near  Lilleshall  coal  works,  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  Brigden,  of 
Muckston  in  Shropshire.  Whilst 
draining  the  field  a  few  days  ago, 
a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood 
discovered  that  immediately  under 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  what  was 
supposed,  from  the  croaking  noise, 
to  be  water,  was  carbonated  hy- 
drogen gas;  which,  on  a  light 
being  applied  to  it,  instantly  took 
fire,  and  blazed  brilliantly  for  a 
short  period.  *The  whole  field  is 
underlaid  with  this  vapour;  and, 
from  the  number  of  people  wlio 
visit  and  re-kindle  it,  is  kept  **  in 
a  perpetual  illumination." 

aPAiK. 

The  French  army  crossed  the 
Bidassoa,  and  advanced  towards 
Madrid  on  the  7th.  A  slight 
skirmish  took  place  with  some 
refugees,  but  no  other  opposition 
was  manifested  until  the  French 
army  approached  St  Sebastian, 
when  the  garrison  made  a  sortie, 
but  finding  itself  too  weak  to 
make  an  impression  on  the  enemy, 
it  retreated  to  the  fortificatipns, 
which  were  summoned  to  sur- 
render, and  an  attack  made,  which 
was  repulsed  with  loss  to  the 
French  of  a  considerable  number 
of  men.  The  Duke  of  Angou« 
leme  is  said  to  have  had  a  narrow 
escape.  The  Duke  on  entering 
Spain  issued  a  proclamation. 

OBRHANT. 

In  the  Summer  of  1822,  the 
university  of  Berlin  had  1182 
students;    Bonn,    571;    Breslau, 

539; 
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599 ;  Halle,  866 ;  Koenisberg, 
259 :  the  number  at  Griesswalde 
is  unknown.  The  total  number 
of  students  in  Prussia,  in  1822,  is 
1236  students  of  theology  (193 
only  being  Catholics);  1069  in 
law  ;  644  in  medicine ;  468  in 
'  philosophy  and  philology.  Those 
at  Griesswalde  are  but  few,  and 
should  be  added  to  make  this  list 
perfect. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The  follies  of  the  religious  sects, 
of  which  we  had  not  beard  any 
thing  for  some  time,  have  just 
been  renewed  in  the  same  places 
that  formerly  were  the  theatre  of 
their  offensive  proceedings.  A 
disgusting  scene  took  place  some 
days  ago  in  the  village  of  Truel- 
liker,  in  the  canton  of  Zurich.  A 
dozen  individuals,  men  and 
women,  shut  themselves  up  in  a 
house,  under  pretext  of  praying. 
An  hour  afterwards  a  dreadful 
■oise  was  heard.  The  people  as- 
semble, the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood  hasten  to  the  spot, 
and  demand  in  vain  that  the  house 
shall  be  opened.  Meantime  the 
tumult  increased  every  moment, 
the  door  was  at  length  forced 
open,  and  these  wretched  people 
were  all  found  stretched  on  the 
ground,  in  various  groups,  closely 
embracing  each  other.  They 
were  all  arrested.  Their  depo- 
sitions present  nothing  but  in- 
stances of  deplorable  folly ;  thev 
pretend  to  be  inspired  by  God, 
and  a  girl  who  is  pregnant  is  al- 
ways the  organ  by  wluch  his  will 
is  manifested  to  them.  Some  of 
them  have  been  taken  to  the  mad- 
house. 

In  the  night  of   the   14th,  a 
young  female  visionary  pretended 


that  Bonaparte  had  appeared  to 
her,  and  had  inspired  her  with  th« 
resolution  to  die,  to  save  several 
thousands  of  souls.  This  appa- 
rition inflamed  the  imagination  of 
several  fanatics,  and  the  sacriiioe 
was  instantly  resolved  upon. 
Men,  women,  and  young  girls, 
immediately  prepare  instmnienta 
for  the  execution,  fasten  the  unfor- 
tunate young  woman  to  a  board, 
and  amidst  the  cries  of  joy  ut- 
tered by  the  victim,  they  drive 
nails  into  her  feet  and  hands — 
tear  her  breast—dash  her  head 
to  pieces  with  a  mallet— and  tiing 
pious  hymns  to  celebrate  her 
death.  The  magistrates,  being 
informed,  hastened  to  the  spau 
Six  of  the  guilty  have  been  ar- 
rested, and  the  investigation  is 
still  going  on. — A  sister  of  this 
unhappy  young  woman  has  also 
perished  in  the  most  cruel  tcnr- 
tures.    Journal  de  Frankfort. 

GREECE. 

Genoot  April  6. — ^Letters  from 
Corfu  up  to  the  20th  ulL,  repre- 
sent the  cause  of  the  Greeks  to 
be  most  prosperous.  A  corps  of 
Turks  which  had  left  Corinth  to 
relieve  the  garruon  of  Patras, 
closely  invested  byColoootroni,  has 
been  cut  off,  and  both  the  above 
fortresses  are  said  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  the  patriots.  Olhci 
accounts  state  that  Bpirus  is  in 
full  insurrection.  It  appears  that 
a  detachment  of  the  Greek  fleet 
has  entered  the  Bay  of  Timia, 
•and  taken  out  some  veaaeb  from 
under  the  batteries.  Of  die 
15,000  acting  in  Acarnanis»  uad^ 
Omer-Vrioni,  not  a  man  has  es- 
caped the  pursuit  of  Botsasaa, 
whose  brave  followers  are  earry. 
ing  all  before  them. 
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GREAT    BRITAIN. 


5.--Hi8  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  York  was  present  at  the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  first  stone 
in  a  buildmg,  about  to  be  erected 
at  Clapton,  as  a  dwelling  for  the 
objects  of  the  London  Orphan 
Society.  After  the  performance 
pf  the  ceremony,  a  number 
of  persons  who  joined  in  the 
procession,  proceeded  to  the 
City  of  London  Tavern,  to  par* 
take  of  tbe  anniversary  dinner 
provided  on  the  occasion.  The 
Lord  Mayor  took  the  chair  shortly 
after  six  o'clock,  with  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Cobnrg  on  his  right,  and  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
London  on  his  left. 

After  the  usual  loyal  and  patri- 
otic toasts,  the  health  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Coburg,  and  the  remainder  of  tbe 
Royal  Family  was  proposed  by 
the  Lord  Mayor,  and  drank  en- 
thusiastically. 

His  Royal  Highness  then  rose, 
and  in  returning  thanks  for  the 
honour  conferred  on  him,  said  \\e 
ooald  not  but  feel  warmly  on 
finding  his  name  connected  with 
the  hopes  and  welfare  of  such  an 
institution.  He  added,  that  the 
absence  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  York  was  owing  to  an 
injunction  of  his  physicians,  that 
he  would  not  appear  at  public  din- 
ners, as  the  heat  of  large  and 
crowded  assemblies  must  be  in- 
jurious to  his  health. 

A  procession  of  the  orphans, 
male  and  female,  then  took  place, 
after  which  a  collection  of  more 
than  one  thoiisand  pounds  was 
made  for  their  support,  and  the 
completion  of  the  asylum  already 


mentioned. — A  donation  of  fifty 
guineas  was  sent  by  his  ^  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York. 

An  unfortunate  accident  took 
place  at  Clapton  by  the  falling  of 
the  machinery  constructed  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  the  lower- 
ing of  the  stone.  One  of  the 
workmen  employed  was  com- 
pletely crushed  to  death.  A 
chair,  appointed  for  the  Royal 
Duke,  was  also  broken,  and  had 
not  his  Royal  Highness  stepped 
aside  on  tbe  first  concussion  of  the 
scaffolding,  he  would  have  been 
exposed  to  serious  injury.  His 
Royal  Highness  sustained  no 
harm  from  the  attention  which  his 
benevolent  feelings  have  prompted 
him  to  give  to  the  improvement 
of  this  institution. 

From  a  parliamentary  return 
respecting  bankrupts,  it  appears 
that,  on  an  average  of  the  three 
years,  the  debts  of  English  bank- 
rupts amounted  to  tbe  amazing 
sum  of  S,456,d8!e/.  a-year.  The 
dividends  fell  short  of  4,5002.  lit- 
tle more  than  half-a-crown  the 
hundred  pounds.  The  dead  loss 
is  more  than  fifteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  income  from  trade  of  every 
sort,  which  was  assessed  for  the 
property-tax. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  the  inter- 
ment of  Mrs.  Moore,  of  Ros- 
therne,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety- nine,  the  friends  of  the 
deceased  were,  according  to  her 
directions,  regaled  with  bottled 
ale,  thirty-five  years  old,  which 
had  been  kept  for. the  occasion. 

The  length  of  streets  already 
lighted  with  gas  in  the  metropolis 
is  2\6  miles!  and  the  three  prin- 
cipal companies  light  39,504  pub- 
lic lamps,  and  consume  annually 
about  33,158  chaldrons  of  coals. 

12. — A  husband  conveyed  his 
wife 
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wife  Into  the  market-place,  at 
Halifax,  for  sale ;  and  though  the 
sum  of  58.  has  hitherto  heen  the 
arerage  price  of  a  wife  thus  ex- 
posed, yet  so  highly  did  the  hu8« 
band  recommend  his  rib  to  the 
multitude,  that  she  was  ultimately 
disposed  of  for  a  sovereign. 
What  the  consubles  and  magis- 
trates of  that  place  were  about, 
whilst  this  sale  was  going  for- 
ward, we  know  not ;  but  certainly 
it  was  an  outrage  on  common  de- 
cency worthy  of  special  notice. 

12, — Wanstead-house  was  sold 
by  auction,  on  the  premises,  for 
10,000/.:  one  of  the  conditions 
of  sale  binds  the  purchaser  to  clear 
every  thing  away,  even  to  the 
foundation,  by  Lady  Day,  1825; 
the  biddings  commenced  at  1000/., 
and  advanced  by  thousands 
till  they  reached  8000/.,  when 
they  dwindled  to  an  advance 
of  100/.  each  bidding,  till  they 
reached  the  sum  at  which  the 
building  was  sold :  the  purchasers 
are  Messrs.  Stannard  and  Athow, 
of  Norwich,  in  conjunction  with 
three  other  of  their  townsmen. 
The  auctioneer  announced  to  the 
company,  by  their  request,  that 
they  intended  to  sell  the  whole 
in  loto,  large  or  small,  to  suit 
buyers,  and  they  absolutely  sold 
a  pair  of  marble  chimney  pieces 
for  dOO  guineas,  before  they  left 
the  room.  Thus  is  sacrificed,  on 
ihe  shrme  of  extravagance  and 
l^ambling,  a  mansion,  which  cost 
m  itserection  more  than  860,000/., 
and  which  has  no  equal  in  the 
county  of  Essex] 

15. — A  public  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern  for  the  purpose  of  enter- 
ing into  a  subscription  to  assist 
the  Greeks  in  their  prennt  efforts 
to  establish  their  independence. 


28 ^The  Arundel  and  Ports- 
mouth canal  was  opened:  this 
interesting  spectacle  attracted  a 
great  concourse  of.  spectaton  to 
view  it.  The  procession  was  pre- 
ceded by  the  Barl  of  Egianoat* 
in  his  barge,  followed  by  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  Amo* 
del,  in  their  barge :  a  number  of 
other  boau  with  parties  foUowed^ 
and  laden  barges  and  lighters, 
some  with  goods  from  London, 
others  with  coals,  &c.;  the  pro- 
cession moved  through  the  io<^ 
at  Ford,  near  Arundel,  to  Chi- 
chester. This  canal,  ftom  its 
commencement,  has  been  three 
years  in  forming,  and  has  oosS 
about  100,000/. 

£8. — ^Discovered  in  a  water- 
butt,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  James 
Roberuon,  No.  2,  Old  North- 
street,  Red  Lion-square,  a  large 
snake  three  feet  in  length,  of  the 
common  kind,  which  was  seen 
swimming  in  the  water  with  its 
head  -partly  out :  on  its  heaag 
touched,  it  made  a  disagreeable 
hissing  noise  until  it  was  killed* 
What  makes  this  occurrence  very 
extraordinary  is,  the  manner  ns 
which  tlie  snake  found  its  w^ 
into  the  water-butt,  whioli  rsmwf 
be  accounted  for,. unless  it  cease 
through  the  pipe  that  conveys  the 
water  from  die  New*riv«fv  la 
which  case  it  must  have  come  m 
distance  of  nearly  two  miles  ovt 
of  its  own  natural  elenaeiit.  hk 
other  respe<^  the  wster-buttis  so 
situated  (being  surrounded  on  sll 
sides  by  a  mil  nearly  ten  Aet 
high,)  that  all  idea  of  the  snake 
gaining  access  from  sny  other 
quarter  is  pveduded. 

SPAIN. 

^ijgo,  i)%  5.— On  the  1st  instsafc 

arrived   his  Britannic  Majestv's 

pa^et 


IM8.] 


OCCURRENCE 


(31) 


packet  Stanmer,  bringing  Sir 
Robert  WilBon,  Col.  Light,  Capt. 
Erskine,  two  French  and  two 
German  officers,  all  for  the  pur- 
poae  of  joining  the  Spaniards 
against  the  French.  They  were 
received  with  a  discharge  of  ar- 
tillery from  the  ships  and  bat- 
teries ;  at  night  they  were  sere- 
naded, and  the  town  illuminated. 
On  the  following  day  they  attend- 
ed (by  request)  at  the  convent  of 
Francisco,  and  heard  mass  for  the 
souls  that  were  massacred  at 
Cadie,  after  which  the  whde  of 
Uie  troops  were,  ordered  out  for 
the  inspection  of  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son. On  the  4th  (Sunday)  the 
English  officers  (the  French  and 
Germans  having  gone  ontoCorun- 
na)  were  regularly  admitted  as 
Spanish  soldiers ;  and  after  a 
speedi  from  Sir  Robert,  in  Span- 
ish, at  tbe  head  of  the  troops,  they 
fell  into  the  ranks,  with  musquet 
and  bayonet. 

Sir  Robert  was  in  the  Spanish 
uniftnrm,  with  all  his  orders  :  dOO 
troops  marched  off  immediately 
for  actual  service.  A  dinner  was 
afterwards  given  in  compliment  to 
the  English,  and  Sir  Robert  was 
seated,  with  the  Political  Chief  on 
hit  right,  and  the  Governor  Gene- 
ral on  his  left,  under  a  canopy, 
composed  of  English,  Spanish, 
and  Portuguese  colours.  Many 
iqpipropriate  toasts  were  drank,  widi 
discharges  of  artillery  &c.,  and 
after  d^er,  the  company,  attend- 
ed with  their  band,  marched 
through  the  streets,  serenading  the 
houaea  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 

A  severe  engagement  took  place 
between  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French,  in  which  the  latter  had 
the  advantage.  The  Due  d'An- 
goaleme  has  reached  Madrid. 


HOLLAND. 

14. — Amsterdam, — The  Society 
Arti  talutiferot  met  to-day  to 
celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
discovery  of  Vaccine  by  the  im- 
mortal Jenner.  Mr.  Van  der 
Breggen,  President  of  the  Society, 
made  an  animated  address,  m 
which  he  did  merited  justice 
to  the  illustrious  deceased, 
whose  bust,  covered  with  a  veil, 
stood  before  him.  In  the  middle 
of  his  discourse  he  took  off  the 
veil  and  placed  on  the  bust  the 
civic  crown. 

GREECE. 

The  R^ency  oi  Greece  has 
ceased,  and  the  Government  is  in 
the  hands  of  a  Congress  of  De- 
puties. After  the  solemn  instal- 
lation at  Napoli  di  Romania, 
Mavrocordato  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Congress,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  people.  The  Congress 
has  confided  to  Colocotroni  the 
defence  of  the  Morea;  and  has 
appointed  Odysseus  to  the  chief 
command  in  Thessaly,  and  Bos. 
zaris  to  the  same  situation  in  Ept- 
rus  and  Acamania.  The  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Peloponnessus  is  fa- 
vourable to  the  insurgents. 

JUNE. 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

Charities."-^ At  the  late  anniver- 
saries of  the  principal  Public  Cha- 
rities in  London,  the  foUowing 
statements  of  the  receipts  during 
the  last  year  were  presented : — 

L       *.    d. 
Society  for    Promoting 

Christian  Knowledge     53,729    9    3 
Society  for  Propagating 
the  Goapel  in  Foreign 

Parts 19,513  11    0 

British     and      Foreign 

Bible  Society  -    -    -    103,802  17    1 
British 
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British     and     Foreign 
School  Society  (about) 
Church  Missionary  So- 
ciety    -    -    -    -    - 
Wcslcyan  ditto   -    -    - 
London  ditto     -    -    - 
Moravian  ditto    -    -     - 
Naval  and  Military  Bible 
Society      .     -    -    - 
Society  for  the  Conver- 
sion of  the  Jewt 
Hibernian  Society  -    - 
Religious  Tract  Society 
Church  of  England  Tract 
Society  -    -    - 

Society  for  the  Relief  of 
Poor  Pious  Clergymen 
Continental  Society 
London  Female  Peniten- 
tiary     -     -    -    -     - 
African  Institution  -    - 
Suudav  School  Society 
for  Ireland      -    -     - 
Hibernian  Bible  Society 
Prayer  Book  and  Homily 
Society      -     -    -    - 
Irish  Religious  Book  and 
Tract  Society  -    -     - 
Sunday  School    Union 
Societj'       -    -    -    - 


1,600  0  0 

32,975  9  7 

26,883  5  5 

29,437  13  4 

7.192  18  5 

2,040  4  2 

10,689  13  9 

5,372  5  6 

9,261  3  0 

514  11  10 

2,219  0  5 

1.074  12  6 

4.075  19  0 
1,124  0  0 

3.193  6  6 
5,679  11  10 

2,056  15  8 

3.943  0  0 

1»762  4  5 


These,  it  will  be  seen,  refer  only 
to  education.  The  number  of 
charities  for  relief  of  the  bodily 
infirmities  and  temporal  necessi- 
ties of  the  poor  and  destitute  in 
London  and  its  neighbourhood, 
are  almost  countless,  and  the 
aggregate  sum  subscribed  for 
their  support  is  beyond  belief. 

One  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  revolting  instances  of  the  want 
of  tenderness  in  a  fitther  towards 
his  children,  we  have  ever  heard 
off,  was  seen  in  Kennington  a  few 
days  ago.  It  was  reported  that  a 
man  in  a  respectable  rank  in  life, 
who  had  lost  his  wife  about  twelve 
months  ago,  adopted  the  resolu- 
tion of  ascertaining  what  progress 
the  human  mind  would  make  to- 
wards perfection  without  the  as- 
sistance of  any  of  the  ordinary 
modes  of  improvement,  and  was 
actually  making   the   experiment' 


u|)on  his  own  children*  by  leaving 
them  to  themselves  in  a  mbbII 
house  in  Kennington,  naked,  and 
hungry,  and  covered  with  filth. 
The  eyes  of  the  neighbours  weie 
fixed  upon  the  house  for  some 
time,  and  they  perceived  that  the 
visits  of  the  father  were  very  un- 
firequent,  and  that  no  other  person 
ever  approached  the  door.  The 
unfortunate  prisoners,  very  unlike 
other  children,  never  were  heard 
to  quarrel  or  to  give  utterance  to 
any  complaint,  notwithstanding 
the  privation^  to  which  the  neigh- 
bours knew  they  must  have  been 
subject  from  the  neglect  of  their 
unnatural  parent.  Informatian 
was.  given  to  Mr.  Pace,  the  act- 
ing overseer  of  Lambeth  pariah, 
that  four  poor  children  were 
thus  scandalously  n^riected ;  the 
family  that  lived  next  door  to  the 
house  in  which  the  children  were 
confined  having  received  the 
fullest  confirmation  of  their  Bwa- 
picions  upon  throwing  a  piece  of 
bread  into  the  yard.  No  sooner 
had  the  bread  fidlen,  than  the  mi- 
serable children  ran  out  of  the 
house,  pounced  upon  and  devour- 
ed it  in  an  instant,  and  then  ran  in, 
without  saying  a  word  in  answer 
to  the  inquiries  of  those  who  were 
shocked  at  so  deplorable  a  specta- 
cle. Mr.  Pace,  upon  hearing  ihoee 
particulars,  wenttothehonae;  but 
he  knocked  in  vain ;  for  the  in- 
mates were  too  much  afraid  of 
their  tyrant  to  give  admission  to  a 
friend.  The  officer  then  diinbed 
over  the  yard  wall,  and  went  into  ' 
the  house,  where  he  beheld  a  moat; 
dreadful  scene  of  wretchedne38. 
There  were  lour  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom  was  not  more,  than  five 
years  old,  huddled  together  on  an 
old  mattress.  The  only  coverioc 
they  had  was  a  piece  of  an  old 
blanket 
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blanket,  which  was  literally 
crowded  with  vermiD ;  and  the 
room  in  which  they  lay  was  scarce-^ 
ly  aj^roachahle,  on  account  of  the 
stench  proceeding  from  the  una- 
▼oidahle  accumulation  of  filtii. 
Mr.  Pace  asked  them  those  ques- 
tions which  were  naturally  sugges- 
ted by  what  he  saw ;  and  was  told 
by  the  eldest  that  their  father 
sometimes  stayed  away  four  or  five 
days  successively,  and  left  them 
without  a  morsel  of  food— that 
they  never  answered  the  door  or 
the  voice  of  the  neighbours,  in 
obedience  to  his  commands,  he 
having  told  them  that  he  would 
knock  their  hrains  out  if  they 
spoke  to  any  body.  The  wretched 
children  were  then, washed  and 
clothed,  and  taken  to  Lambeth 
workhouse,  where  they  are  to  re- 
main until  the  parish  officers  of 
Newiogton,  to  which  parish  they 
briong,  take  measures  to  compel 
their  &ther  to  maintain  them,  not 
by  taking  them  under  his  own 
care,  but  by  paying  a  weekly  sum 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  power  of 
so  cruel  a  protector.  I'hese  almost 
incredible  ftcts  were  stated  to  one 
of  the  Magistrates  at  Union- hall. 
They  excited  the  astonishment 
which  our  readers  must  feel  on 
perusing  this  account.  The 
Magistrate  advised  that  the  chil- 
dren should  be  removed  to  their 
own  parish  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  die  officers  should  then  take 
the  necessary  steps  against  the 
brutal  father,  who  has  not  called 
at  the  house  since  Mr.  Pace  took 
them  out  of  their  misery.  (The 
name  of  the  father  is  Gardiner.) 

2.-^About  seven  o'clock,  an 
immmse  quantity  of  mackerel 
were  hauled  on  shore  at  Deal, 
having  been  caught  in  a  seine  net, 
to  the  number  of  about  7000— a 


circumstance  unprecedented  in  the 
annals  of  fishery :  the  whole  of 
which  were  purchased  in  the  course 
of  an  hour  after,  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  the  fisherman,  at  the  rate 
of  17s.  per  100. 

Extraor/itnaty  Phenomenon, — An 
account,  in  some  respects  inaccu- 
rate, has  appeared  in  many  of  the 
papers  :  the  following  is  the  exact 
truth  :*-Eight  months  ago,  a  youth 
about  twelve  years  of  age,  named 
Oldham,  in  Christ's  Hospital,  went 
to  bed  at  the  usual  hour,  and  in 
the  morning  rose  totally  dumb : 
he  preserved  every  other  faculty, 
but  was  obliged  to  write  on  a  slate 
for  every  thing  he  wanted,  that  he 
could  not  explain  by  signs.  Every 
means  of  internal  remedy,  and 
also  electricity,  were  resorted  to 
without  effect :  galvanism  was  also 
attempted,  but  was  so  much  re- 
sisted in  its  application  by  the 
boy's  fears,  that  it  could  not  then 
be  applied.  His  general  health 
was  invariably  good.  At  length, 
by  strong  recommendation,  his 
fears  of  galvanism  were  overcome, 
and  it  was  applied  five  different 
days:  on  Friday  last,  being  the 
evening  of  tlie  fiflh  application, 
and  exactly  eight  months  to  a  day, 
he  retired  to  bed  as  usual,  and 
awoke  suddenly  about  eleven 
o'clock,  making  so  much  noise  as 
to  awaken  some  of  his  school- 
fellows. Their  astonishment  in- 
duced so  much  alarm,  that  the 
nurse  opened  the  door  of  her  ad- 
joining apartment  to  learn  the 
cause,  when  many  voices  exclaim- 
ed, "  O  nurse,  Oldham  can  speak 
again !"  The  nurse,  doubting  the 
fact,  immediately  went  to  him, 
and  discovered  the  reality  of  this 
extraordinary  phenomenon.  In 
the  morning  the  boy  had  quite  re- 
cavered  his  speech ;  and  on  being 
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asked  if  be  felt  any  peculiar  sen- 
sation, merely  said,  he  thought  he 
was  being  galvanised,  as  he  felt  the 
tip  of  his  tongue  affected,  together 
with  a  rumbling  in  his  inside.  On 
inquiry,  we  learn  that  his  speech 
has  continued  perfect  ever  since. 

13. — The  Greeks  and  Spaniards. 
«— The  City  of  London  has  voted 
two  subscriptions  of  1000/.  each, 
in  aid  of  the  Greeks  and  Spaniards. 
•—A  meeting  of  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  took  place  at  the  Lon- 
don Tavern,  Bishopsgate -street,  to 
promote  a  subscription  in  aid  of 
the  cause  of  the  Spanish  cansti* 
tntionalists.  Many  eloquent 
speeches  were  delivered ;  and  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  meeting,  sub- 
scrtptioAs  to  the  extent  of  5000/. 
were  announced. 

The  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  with  the  view  of  extend- 
ing the  employment  of  their  ca- 
pital, have  adopted  the  resolution 
of  makinff  advances  of  money  on 
the  security  of  Bank  stock,  at  the 
rate  of  4  per  cent,  interest. 

17. — An  attempt  was  made  on 
the  life  of  Hyam  Isaacs,  of  Exeter, 
who  has  forsaken  the  Jewish  faitli, 
and  embraced  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. A  person  came  unawares 
upon  him,  as  he  was  walking  in 
the  street,  and  inflicted  a  stab  on 
the  chest  with  a  knife  or  other 
sharp  instrument :  fortunately  the 
wound  is  not  mortal,  which  it 
must  have  been  had  the  weapon 
penetrated  deeper.  The  assassin 
made  his  escape,  but  it  is  hoped 
he  will  be  discovered  and  brought 
to  justice. 

New  Church,  Greenwich. — The 
ceremoily  of  laying  the  first  stone 
of  St.  Mary's  Church  took  place, 
by  the  hands  of  Her  Royal  High- 
ness the  Princess  Sophia  Matilda. 
The  processioni  which  consisted«f 


the  childrenof  the  TMriaus  duunty- 
flcboola  of  Oreenwichy  the  parah 
officers,  the  trustees,  tlus  dergy  (in 
their  robes),  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  the  Princess  Sophia,  sap- 
ported  by  Lord  Bexley  and  ^ 
Riehard  Keats,  arrived  on  the 
gA>und  at  three  o'dock,  and  the 
ceremony  immediately  commenced 
by  raising  the  stone.  A  prayer 
was  read,  after  which  a  psalm  was 
sung  by  the  charity  children ;  the 
Bishop  read  an  exhortation,  and 
the  Prineess  deposited  the  glaaa 
with  the  difierent  coins  in  a  space 
cut  out  of  the  stone,  and  placed  a 
silver  plate  bearing  the  inacri^ 
tion;  she  then  made  use  of  a  silver 
trowel,  and  spread  the  cement,  die 
stone  was  lowered,  and  her  Royal 
Highness  gave  it  three  knocks  with 
a  mallet.  The  workmen  detached 
the  iron  and  crosses  by  which  it 
was  hung,  and  then  jumped  on  the 
top  of  it  and  gave  three  times  three 
cheers,  which  were  echoed  throimfa 
the  vast  assemblage.  The  m£« 
tary  band  played  '*  Qod  save  die 
King,"  which  the  charity  children 
joined  in,  and  afterwards  Hallelu-' 
jah  was  sung,  and  the  ceremony 
concluded. 

22. — A  placard,  announcing 
that  Mary  Brown,  of  Nottingham, 
would  preach  on  Sunday  at  the 
chapel  in  Grubb-street,  was  last 
week  posted  in  difierent  parts  of 
the  city.  The  novelty  attracted 
vast  crowds  to  the  spot ;  and  al<-> 
though  the  chapel  is  a  spacioua 
one,  capable  of  accommodating 
upwards >of  2000  people,  longbe^ 
fore  the  time  fixed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  service  it  wna 
completely  crowded;  even  the 
window-aills  and  avenues  leading 
to  it  were  filled,  nor  was  the  derk 
allowed  die  accustoaied  exdoaive 
possession  of  hia  pew.    The  fa* 
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Mile  preMher  bad  on  a  nankeen 
dress,  and  wore  a  cap  on  her  head. 
She  took  Ibr  hertext  a  passage  m 
the  Psalms,  as  follows : — **  Rivers 
<tf  waters  flow  from  mine  e^^es,  be- 
cause they  keep  not  thy  kw ;"  on 
which  she  expatiated  ror  upwards 
of  an  hour. 

SPAIN. 

The  King  is  removed  lo  Cadis. 
The  French  have  been  gradually 
advancing,  and  the  constitutional- 
ists losing  grouivL 

rORTUOAL. 

A  counter-revolution  lias  been 
ejected,  and  the  constitutional 
govenHne<it  abolished. 

GCRHANT. 

Stutgardj  JunCy  14. — In  com- 
pliance with  the  decree  of  the  Diet 
of  the  German  Confederation,  the 
remaining  copies  of  the  German 
Observer  have  been  sealed  up; 
and  that  journal,  in  its  last  num- 
ber,  published  yesterday,  which 
contained  nothing  but  that  notice, 
took  leave  of  its  readers,  and 
thanked  them  for  their  confidence. 

8O0TH   AMERICA. 

Lord  Cochrane  had  arrived 
early  in  March,  in  pursuance  of 
his  arrangement  with  that  Go- 
vernment, to  take  the  command 
of  the  Brazilian  squadron.  A 
squadron  was  prepared  for  sea 
immediately  on  his  Lordship's  ar- 
rival, and  on  the  1st  of  April  he 
sailed  for  Bahia  at  its  head. 


JULY. 

GREAT   BRITAIN. 

The  intense  power  of  lightning 
was  evinoed  on  an  oak,  situated 
Windmill  Hall,  on  Tiptree 


Heath,  Messing,  Basex,  fa  a  most 
singular  manner.  The  tree  was 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  nearly 
sixty  feet  in  height.  Every  branch 
was  torn  from  the  trunk,  and  that 
also  was  riven  into  splinters,  not 
of  any  bulk,  but  about  two  feet  in 
length,  and  as  many  inches  in  dia- 
meter. The  bark  was  entirely 
atripped  from  the  tree,  as  if  by  a 
barker's  instrument,  and  scattered 
in  a  circle  of  between  30  and  40 
yards,  of  which  the  tree  formed 
the  centre.  A  portion  of  the  tree 
remains  standing,  as  a  memorial 
and  evidence  of  the  destruction, 
and  of  the  immensity  of  the  de- 
sferoyiag  power. 

Cltver  and  mdustriaus  Mice. — 
The  mouse,  after  all,  is  not  the 
most  ridiculous  animal  to  which  a 
mountain  mi^t  condescend  to 
give  birth.  A  gentlemen  at  Kirk- 
caldy has  two,  which  can  earn  5d. 
per  diem,  by  spinning  cotton  ; 
and  he  is  training  others  to  the 
same  service. 

The  Glasgow  frigate  (on  board 
of  which  tlie  late  Governor  Gene- 
ral of  India  came  to  Europe)  has 
brought  to  England,  as  presents 
from  the  Nabob  of  Oude  to  his 
Majesty,  several  articles  of  consi- 
derable value,  being  estimated  at 
upwards  of  900,000/.  Amoog 
them  are  a  sword  set  in  diamonds, 
a  belt,  and  sword-knot ;  the  latter 
composed  of  diamonds  and  other 
precious  jewels  of  the  most  costly 
description,  end  suspended  to  it  is 
an  emerald  of  great  value,  it  being 
considered  the  largest  extant,  and 
nearly  the  size  of  an  egg.  The 
whole  are  landed,  and  will  be  pre- 
sented by  Captain  Doyle  to  the 
King.  A  bird  of  Paradise  alice 
has  also  been  brought  to  England 
in  this  ship ;  which  we  believe  to 
be  the  only  attempt  of  this  kind 
eft  ever 
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ever  made  with  success.  A  bull 
and  cow,  of  a  small  white  breed, 
which  the  Hindoos  worship,  have 
also  arrived  as  a  present  to  the 
Princesses. 

As  his  Majesty  was  passing 
through  Egham  in  his  low  phae- 
ton, dressed  in  a  light-drab  great 
coat,  in  company  with  Lord  Fran- 
cis Conyngham,  not  one  person  in 
twenty  recognised  him.  In  going 
up  the  middle  hill  which  leads  to 
the  cottage,  at  a  walking  pace,  a 
remarkably  stout  man,  named 
Benjamin  Hoades,  a  farmer,  who 
had  just  come  out  of  the  hay-field, 
was  standing  against  his  gate, 
without  his  coat  and  waistcoat, 
and  who  attracted  his  Majesty's 
attention,  and  caused  him  to  smile. 
The  farmer  seeing  his  Majesty 
smile  at  him,  good-natufedly  said, 
not  knowing  it  was  the  King, 
"  How  do  you  do,  old  chap  ?"  The 
King  immediately  increased  his 
laugh,  when  the  old  former  replied, 
'*  You  seem,  old  chap,  to  make 
yourself  very  merry  at  my  ex- 
pense !"  Honest  Ben,  on  inquiring 
of  a  neighbour  *'  who  that  ere  gen- 
tleman was  ?"  felt  much  surprised 
upon  being  told  it  was  the  King ! 
'*  Be  that  as  it  may,"  said  Ben, 
*'  he  seems  to  be  a  jolly  good- 
natured  fellow  for  all  that  I" 

2. — The  ceremony  of  laying  the 
first  stone  of  the  new  buildings 
at  Corpus  Christi  College  took 
place. 

8. — Last  week,  a  poor  woman, 
with  an  infant  at  her  breast,  em- 
ployed in  the  grounds  of  Mr. 
Bailey,  of  Swanscombe,  Kent,  in 
podding  peas,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  her  daily  la- 
bours suckled  the  child,  and  left 
it  in  a  hedge  near  the  place  where 
she  -  was  at  work  ;  on  her  return 
some  time  aHer  to  look  for  hec 


child,  she  was  struck  with  horror 
at  finding  it  dead.  Mr*' Chives* 
of  Greenhithe,  having  obtained  tbe 
wretched  mother's  consent  to  open 
the  child,  he  found,  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  a  snake  in  its  sto- 
mach !  It  is  supposed,  that  soon 
afler  the  mother  had  suckled  the 
infant,  the  snake,  attracted  by  the 
milk  remaining  on  the  child's  lips, 
had  entered  the  mouth  and  suffo- 
cated it. 

12. — At  ten  o'clock,  the  Lords 
of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable 
Privy  Council  assembled  in  the 
Court  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  (in 
the  Tally  Court  of  the  Bxcheqner, 
adjoining  Westminster  -  hall),  to 
make  trial  of  his  Majesty's  coins 
in  the  pix  of  the  Mint  There 
were  present  the  Lord  Chancellorp 
Lord  Stowell,  Lord  Bexley,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Becket,  &c.  Their  object  in 
thus  meeting  was  to  ascertain  the 
correctness  of  the  issue  of  the 
British  coinage,  and  its  purity,  for 
which  purpose  a  jury  was  sum- 
moned, being  members  of  the 
Goldsmiths'  company,  and  the 
best  judges  of  gold  the  country 
can  produce.  Their  names  were 
— Miles  Poole  Penfold,  foreman ; 
William  Thornburgh  Brown, 
Thomas  Brind,  Robert  Make- 
peace,' Thomas  Ayres,  Robert 
Albion  Cox  (Alderman),  John 
Harker,  Edmund  Waller  Run- 
dell,  Stephen  Nicholson  Barber, 
Samuel  Haynes,  Philip  Gilbert, 
and  John  Barrow,  Esquires. 

The  Lord  Chancellor,  in  ad* 
dressing  the  jury,  noticed  the  al- 
terations in  the  currency  of  this 
country,  from  the  time  of  the  Bank 
of  England  ceasing  to  pay  in  cash, 
and  the  issuing  of  the  paper 
currency,  which  was  obliged  to  be 
continued  firom  the  long  protract- 
ed 
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ed  and  unprecedented  war  in 
winch  Great  Britain  had  been  en- 
gaged.  The  return  to  cash  pay- 
ments having  been  gradual,  was  so 
extremely  well  arranged,  as  to  pro- 
duce no  very  material  inconveni* 
enoe  ;  whereas,  if  it  had  been  sud- 
den and  general,  it  would  have 
been  of  the  most  serious  conse- 
quences to  numbers,  and  possibly 
to  some  ruinous. 

Specimens  of  gold  and  silver 
coinage  were  submitted  to  the 
jury's  inspection  ;  two  samples  at 
least  from  each  were  tried,  in  the 
presence  of  the  jury,  in  furnaces 
erected  for  the  purpose  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Exchequer. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coinage 
since  the  reign  of  King  William 
IIL,  and  it  is  taken  with  the 
greatest  confidence  all  over  the 
world ;  in  consequence,  the  great- 
est care  and  attention  is  observed 
to  keep  it  strictly  so.  It  consists 
of  eleven  ounces  to  the  pound  of 
pure  gold,  and  the  alloy  is  made 
up  of  silver  and  copper^  as  it 
would  not  work  without.  Speci- 
mens of  each  coinage  are  kept  in 
a  small  chapel  in  Westminster* 
abbey,  as  well  as  in  the  Mint,  in 
what  is  called  the  Pix  Chest,  un- 
der several  locks  and  keys. 

The  trial  of  the  gold  and  silver 
of  the  new  coinage,  with  the 
specimens  of  the  former  coinage, 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  jury 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  day.  The 
business  having  commenced  at  an 
early  hour,  they  breakfasted  to- 
gether at  the  King's  Arms  Tavern, 
New  Palace-yard.  At  the  conclu- 
sion the  Lords  of  the  Council 
were  entertained  with  a  turtle- 
feast  at  Goldsmiths'-hall. 

Total  value  of  the  gold  monies 
coined    by    Lord    Maryborough, 


'from  January  1  to  December  31^ 
1822,  is  5,856,787/.  lQs.6d. 

Total  value  of  the  new  silver 
monies  cohied  by  Lord  Marybo- 
rough, from  January  1  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1822,  is  31,480/.  JsAj^d. 

21. — Curiosity  drew  together  a 
crowd  of  people  at  Dundee,  to 
witness  the  funeral  of  a  child, 
which  was  consigned  to  the  grave 
in  a  novel  manner.  The  father, 
in  terror  of  the  resurrection-men, 
had  caused  a  small  box,  enclosing 
some  death  ful  apparatus  commu- 
nicating by  means  of  wires  with 
the  four  corners,  to  be  fastened  on 
the  top  of  the  coffin.  Immedi- 
ately before  it  was  lowered  into 
the  earth,  a  large  quantity  of  gun- 
powder was  poured  into  the  box, 
and  the  hidden  machinery  put  into 
a  state  of  readiness  for  execution. 
The  common  opinion  was  that  if 
any  one  attempted  to  raise  the 
body,  he  would  be  blown  up.  The 
sexton  seemed  to  dread  an  imme- 
diate explosion;  for  he  started 
back  in  alarm  after  throwing  in  the 
first  shovelful  of  earth. — Scotch 
paper. 

SPAIN. 

The  constitutionalists  have  had 
partial  successes,  but  the  war  is 
now  nearly  centred  in  Cadiz.  The 
Cortes  have  dissolved  the  Re- 
gency, and  restored  the  kin^  to 
his  executive  power.  Sir  R.  Wil- 
son has  been  wounded  in  a  sortie 
from  Corunna. 

GERMANY. 

Austrian  Censorship. — The  Con- 
versation, Blatt,  a  monthly  pub- 
lication at  Leipsic,  gives  an  ac* 
count  of  the  operations  of  the 
Austrian  censorship  during  the 
month  of  October  last.  This  cen- 
sorship has  different  degrees  of 
judgment, 
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jadgment,  of  approval,  and  of 
condemnation,  very  much  like 
those  of  the  late  inquisition  at 
Madrid.  There  are  the  transeait 
the  admiititur^  the  correctis  corri" 
gendis,  and  the  omisna  ddendui 
The  admiitUur  conveys  the  h^h* 
est  approbation  of  the  censors; 
the  transeai  expresses  a  slight  dis- 
approbation. The  works  to  which 
this  qualified  censi^*e  was  princi* 
pally  applied  in  October,  were 
works  of  German  theology. 

CHINA. 

Dangers  attending  Authorship  in 
Chindt  ifluitraied  by  the  fate  of 
Whang-see-HeoUy  whose  Crime  is 
thus  set  forth  in  the  Report  of 
iis  Judges, 

"We  find,"  say  they— "  1. 
that  he  has  presumed  to  meddle 
with  the  great  Dictionary  of 
of  Kang-hi ;  having  made  an 
abridgment  of  it,  in  which  he 
has  had  the  audacity  to  contra- 
dict some  passages  of  that  excel- 
lent and  authentic  work.  2,  In 
tlie  preface  to  his  abridgment,  we 
have  seen  with  horror,  that  he  has 
dared  to  write  belittle  names  (that 
is,  the  primitive  fkmily  names)  of 
Confucius,  and  even  of  your  Ma- 
jesty— ^a  temerity,  a  want  of  re- 
spect, which  has  made  us  shudder. 
3.  In  the  genealogy  of  his  family 
and  his  poetry,  he  has  asserted 
that  he  is  descended  from  the 
Whanff-tee. 

*'  When  asked  why  he  had  dared 
to  meddle  with  the  great  Diction- 
ary of  Kang^hi,  he  replied— That 
Dictionary  is  very  voluminous  and 
inconvenient;  I  have  made  an 
abridgment,  which  is  less  cumber- 
some and  expensive. 

"Being  questioned  how  he 
could  have  the  audacity  to  write 
in  the  preface  to  this  Dictionary, 


the  Utile  names  of  the  Emperan 
<^  the  reigning  dynasty,  he  an- 
swered— I  know  that  it  is  unlaw* 
fill  to  pronounce  the  Httk  names 
of  the  Emperors.  I  inlrvdueed 
them  into  my  Dictionary  merdy 
that  young  peojde  might  know 
what  those  names  w^ee,  and  not  be 
liable  to  use  them  by  nustake,  I 
have,  however,  acknowledged  my 
error,  by  reprinting  my  Di^ioMsry, 
and  omitting  what  was  amiss. 

<'We  replied,  that  the  litds 
names  of  the  Emperor  and  of  Con- 
fucius were  known  to  the  whole 
empire.  He  protested  thathe  had 
long  been  ignorant  of  them ;  and 
that  he  had  not  known  them  him- 
self till  he  was  thirty  years  old, 
when  he  saw  them  tor  the  first 
time  in  the  hall  where  the  literati 
compose  their  pieces  in  «der  to 
obtain  degrees. 

"When  asked  how  he  had 
dared  to  assert  that  he  was  de» 
scended  fix>m  the  Whang-tee,  he 
said : — It  was  a  vanity  tluit  came 
into  my  head.  I  wanted  to  make 
people  believe  that  I  was  some- 
body," 

The  Judges  of  Whang-see-heon 
attached  less  importance  to  this 
charge  than  to  the  other  two. 
They  declared  the  author  guilty 
of  high  treason  on  the  first  chai^ge, 
and  pronounced  this  sentence  :— 

"  According  to  the  laws  of  die 
empire,  this  crime  ought  to  be 
rigorously  punished.  The  crmunal 
shall  be  cut  in  pieces,  his  goods 
confiscated,  and  his  chUdienand 
rektives  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  put  to  death.  His  wives, 
his  concubines,  and  htsdnldreD 
under  sixteen  idiall  be  exiled,  and 
given  as  slaves  to  some  grandee  c( 
the  empire." 

The  sovereign  waa  gradoosly 
pleased  to  mitigate  the  severity  of 

the 
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tke  §«aU!BC9g  ia  an  edict  to  thia 
eflfect.«-  I  favour  Whang-see-heou 
in  regard  to  the  nature  of  bis 
ptinifthment.  He  shall  not  be  cut 
in  pieces,  and  shall  onh^  have  his 
bead,  cut  off!  I  forgive  his  rela- 
tives. As  to  his  sons,  let  them 
lie  reserved  for  the  great  execu- 
tion in  autumn.  Let  the  sentence 
be  executed  in  its  other  points: 
such  is  my  pleasure." 

AUGUST. 

GREAT   BRITAIN. 

A  singular  Example  of  Labour 
and  Liberalittf. — In  addition  to  the 
handsome  and  very  valuable  pre- 
sent of  communion-plate,  made  by 
the  Rev.  Wm,  Davy,  curate  of 
Lustleigh,  in  Devonshire,  we  have 
also  to  state,  that  he  has  finished, 
and  is  now  distributing  for  pubh'c 
review,  a  volume  of  "  Discourses 
on  the  Being  of  God — the  Divinity 
of  Christ — the  Personality  of  the 
Holy  Ghost — and  on  the  sacred 
Trinity;"  being  improved  ex- 
tracts from  his  "  System  of  Divi« 
nity"  (in  26  vols.  8vo.)  some  time 
since  printed  by  himself,  pro  bono 
publico,  fourteen  oofnes  only,  the 
chief  of  which  were  placed,  by 
their  proper  directors,  in  public 
repositories  of  useful  learning;  in 
the  cathedral  of  this  diocese,  the 
two  Universities,  &c.  Since  wri- 
ting the  above,  we  have  seen  the 
volume  now  completed,  and  which 
contains  upwards  of  500  pages  ;  it 
was  also  printed  by  the  venerable 
clergyman,  assisted  occasionally 
by  his  woman  servant  in  setting 
the  types,  as  well  as  in  taking  off 
the  impressions.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  press  itself  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  gentlemen,  not 
alter  any  exifldng  model,  but  on  a 
plan  of  his  own.    Only  fourteen 


copies  were  printed,  which  were  all 
made  presents  of.  Mr.  Davy  has 
also  just  given  several  pounds  to 
revive  the  singing  in  his  church, 
which  has  for  many  years  been 
discontinued;  and  has  most  gene- 
rously offered  a  field  of  land,  ex- 
ceeding 300/.  in  value,  to  establish 
a  school  for  the  education  of  the 
poor  children  of  his  parish.  P(y- 
mouih  Telegraph, 

Irish  Character. — An  incident 
occurred  on  Eden-quay,  which  is 
worthy  of  remark,  as  being  highly 
characteristic  of  the  careless  ea^ 
terprise  of  the  Irish.  Two  coun* 
trymen  met  accidentally,  when  the 
following  dialogue  ensued :- '  Why 
then,  Pat,  is  that  you  ?-^ure  enough 
it  is,  Jack :  how  is  every  inch  of 
you? — ^Faith,  myself  is  elegant, 
only  the  times  is  so  bad;  arrah, 
then,  how  is  your  mother's  son? 
— Oh  I  the  devil  a  use  in  com? 
plaining :  I've  nothing  to  do,  and 
that's  the  reason  I'm  going  over  to 
Liverpool.  Ah  !  what  suppose 
you  come — have  you  any  money  ? 
-^Putting  his  hand  in  the  pocket 
of  what  appeared  to  have  been 
originally  a  pair  of  breeches). 
Why,  I've  four  tenpennies;  but 
what  would  I  do  for  sea-store? 
— Oh !  come  along,  man ;  I'll  en«- 
gage  we'll  make  it  out,— By  my 
soul,  then  here  goes !"  And  off 
Paddy  and  Jack  set  on  the  instant 
for  Liverpool. 

Mexico. — Mr.  Lionel  Harvey, 
late  Secretary  of  Legation  at  I^- 
drid,  is  going  out  immediately  at 
the  head  of  a  commission  to  Mex- 
ico, with  powers  which  cannot  fail, 
from  their  extent  and  importance^ 
to  put  the  British  Government  in 
possession  of  the  actual  state  of 
that  fertile  country.  There  is  no 
doubt,  we  believe,  of  this  inquiry 
and  negotiation  leading  to  an  inti- 
mate 
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mate  connexion  between  Mexico 
and  this  country — a  aubject  on 
which  the  former  has  expressed 
herself  in  the  most  pressing  terms 
of  solicitude. 

Privilegeqftke  Clergy  in  Ireland. 
— In  an  ejectment  case,  tried  at 
the  late  assizes  of  Wexford,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Morgan,  a  clergyman  of 
the  established  church,  being  ex* 
amined  as  a  witness,  declined  to 
answer  a  question  put  to  him,  on 
the  ground  that  his  answer  would 
disclose  matters  communicated  to 
him  by  a  person  whom  he  attended 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  spiritual  profession. 
The  Catholic  clergy  always  ob- 
ject to  disclose  what  occurs  on 
such  occasions,  on  the  ground 
that  the  secrecy  of  confession  im- 
poses an  insurmountable  obliga- 
tion; but  the  objection  is  new, 
we  believe,  on  the  part  of  a  Pro- 
testant clergyman .  I'he  point  was 
argued  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
Hamilton'  for  enforcing  an  an- 
swer ;  and  by  Mr.  O'Connell  for 
respecting  the  conscientious  scru- 
ple of  the  witness  Mr.  Justice 
Jebb,  who  presided,  said  he  would 
step  into  the  County  Court,  where 
the  Chief  Justice  was  then  sitting, 
and  consult  him.  When  he  re- 
turned, he  stated  to  the  witness 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court, 
that  he  was  under  no  such  obli- 
gation of  secrecy  as  should  pre- 
vent his  answering  the  question. 
The  Reverend  Gentleman  express- 
ed his  regret  that  he  must  still 
decline  to  answer.  He  then  stated 
that  he  had  consulted  his  spiri- 
tual superior,  we  believe  the 
Bishop  of  the  Diocess,  who  ap- 
proved of  his  determination  to 
maintain  an  inviolable  secrecy. 
The  Court  declined  taking  any 
measure  with  a  view  to  enforce  an 


answer ;  and  as  this  was  the  ptis*' 
cipal  witness  on  whom  the  i^n-^ 
tiff's  case  depended,  a  verdiet 
was  given  for  the  defendant,—- 
Dublin  Evening  PaH, 

Several  cures^  apparently  mira- 
culous, are  stated  to  have  been 
made  by  the  efficacy  of  the 
prayers  of  the  Catholic  Prince 
Hohenlohe.  His  method  is  to  fix 
a  certain  future  day,  upon  which 
he  promises  to  pray  for  the  suf- 
ferers, and  requests  them  to  join 
with  their  most  fervent  prayers  ; 
he  insists  upon  faith  in  them  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  make  his 
prayer  effectual.  By  this  means, 
apparently,  several  cures  have 
been  effected,  and  affidavits  made 
of  them. 

4.— Seventeen  persons  were 
forced  off  the  quay  at  Billingsgate 
attempting  to  procure  oysters,  and 
several  drowned. 

The  ceremony  of  laying  the 
first  stone  of  the  new  buiMings 
of  Trinity  College  was  performed. 

17. -^Proportion  qf  MethoduU. 
— The  Eightieth  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists, 
held  in  Sheffield  since  Wednesdi^ 
se'nnight,  closed  on  Monday.  We 
are  informed  that  the  numbers  of 
this  body  are  as  follow ; — 
In  England  and  Scot* 

land 219,398 

In  Ireland      ....    22,218 

241,616 

Increased  during  the 

past  year    .    .    .  8,006 
Ditto  in  foreign  sta- 


tions    1,653 


-9,659 


It  is  said  that  the  number  of  Wes- 
leyan Methodists  in  the  United 
States  is  computed  at  little  short 
of  800,000. 


SPAIN. 


Ferrol     has     sunrendered     to 
the     French;    by  desertion  and 

by 
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by  other  reverses,  the  constitution- 
alists  are  still  losing  ground. 
Ballasteros  has  resigned  his  com- 
mission,  after  being  defeated  by 
Molitor,  near  St.  Jean. 

OERMANT. 

The  celebrated  Camot  died 
on  the  14th,  at  Magdeburgh. 

The  Landgravine  of  Hesse- 
Rumpenheim,  mother  of  the  Du- 
chess of  Cambridge,  died  on  the 
17th  instant,  at  Rumpenheim. 

Somnolency, — A  singular  affec- 
tion has  been  observed  in  a  men- 
dicant, aged  79,  in  the  infirmary 
of  Mentz.  This  man  slept  with- 
out waking  eighty  days.  When 
they  sought  to  awaken  him  by 
violent  shaking,  he  sometimes  ut- 
tered an  inarticulate  sound,  and 
ivould  swallow '  two  or  three 
spoonsful  of  wine  and  broth,  and 
then  relapse  into  his  usual  state. 
All  stimulants  were  applied  in 
vain,  and  on  the  eightieth  day  he 
expired. 

ITALY. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from 
Borne,  dated  the  16th,  stating 
that  the  church  of  St.  Paul  extra 
tnuros  had  become  a  prey  to  the 
flames.  This  church,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest,  the  richest,  and 
most,  ancient  in  tlie  capital  of  the 
Catholic  world,  was  remarkable 
for  the  elegance  of  its  interior 
structure,  and  the  five  colonnades 
of  Greek  and  African  marble 
that  supported  its  naves.  Twenty- 
four  of  these  pillars,  of  African 
marble,  were  taken  from  the  tomb 
of  Hadrian,  in  what  is  now  called 
the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo.  They 
were,  when  the  accounts  of  the 
16th  left  Rome,  buried  under  the 
mins. 


GREEKS. 

Legliorn,  July  1 5. — Lord  Byron 
arrived  here  on  the  22d,  and  sail- 
ed the  next  day  for  Zante,  on 
board  the  English  brig  Hercules^ 
Captain  Scott.  He  wm  go  imme- 
diately to  the  Peloponnesus :  he 
has  several  Greeks  with  him,  and 
some  English  officers,  as  well  as 
ammunition,  and  70,000  piasters 
for  the  Greeks. 

AMERICA. 

By  a  statement  in  the  Quebec 
Gazette  o^  July  1,  it  appears  that 
a  considerable  diminution  of  the 
trade  of  that  port,  as  compared 
with  the  same  periods  of  last  year, 
has  taken  place  ;  the  deficiency  is 
91  vessels,  forming  an  aggregate 
of  30,585  tons.  The  number  of 
vessels  arrived  this  year  up  to  that 
date  is  191,  carrying  46,407  tons, 
and  bringing  4374  emigrants. 
The  number  arrived  at  the  same 
period  last  year  was  282,  carrying 
77,092  tons,  and  bringing  4S02 
settlers. 

INDIA. 

Letters  were  received  from  Sin- 
gapore, dated  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, which  announced  the  retiu'n 
of  Mr.  Crawford  to  that  place, 
from  his  mission  to  Siam  and 
Cochin  -  China.  At  Siam  hia 
reception  was  not  so  favoura- 
ble as  had  been  anticipated.  Of 
the  result  of  the  mission  to  Cochin- 
China,  nothing  was  known,  except 
that  he  had  been  better  received 
there  than  at  Siam. 

SEPTEMBER. 

GREAT   BRITAIN^ 

The  highlands   of    Perthshire 

have  lately  been  overrun  by  rats. 

The    lowlands    used    to  be  the 

favourite 
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favourite  reeidence  of  this  enter- 
prising species  of  Termin ;  but 
withiD  the  last  two  or  three  years 
they  pushed  their  settlements  in 
the  district  of  Strathsay,  Appin  of 
Dull,  Fortingall  ,and  Breadalbane, 
most  amasingly.  During  the  pre- 
sent season,  they  have  been  known 
to  devour  whole  litters  of  pigs  and 
broods  of  poultry ;  and  mothers 
begin  to  apprehend  danger  from 
them  to  their  helpless  infants. — 
Dundee  Advertiser. 

The  destruction  of  fruit  this 
year  by  the  wasps  has  been  un* 
usually  great ;  and  so  numerous 
and  rapacious  are  these  insects, 
that  the  bees  every  where  find 
them  a  formidable,  and,  in  too 
many  instances,  an  overpowering 
enemy.  Honey  has,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  been  already 
brought  to  market,  it  being  found 
advisable  to  take  the  supplies 
prematurely,  the  wasps  having 
generally  ejected  the  legitimate 
tenants  of  the  hives,  and  devour- 
ed the  sweets  of  their  labours.— 
TaunUm  Courier. 

We  present  our  readers  with 
an  authentic  copy  of  a  letter, 
writteh  by  our  countryman  Sir 
Robert  Wilson  to  the  Portuguese 
Government,  renouncing  the  title, 
and  returning  the  insignia  of  the 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Tower 
and  Sword. 

'*  British  schooner  Nassau,  off 
Belem  Castle,  Aug.  12. 

"  Sir — ^It  is  with  pain  that  I 
take  a  step  which  may  in  some 
degree  appear  to  be  personally  of- 
fensive to  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Portugal,  when  i  have  no  such 
intention,  being  too  well  aware  of 
his  Majesty's  present  situation; 
but  afbr  the  ungenerous,  vindic- 
tive, as  well  as  lawless  treatment 
1  have  experienced,  under  circum- 


stances that  would  have  securai 
me  protection  and  hospitality  fimn 
the  governments  of  even  the  most 
barbarous  nations,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  wear  the  insignia  of  s 
country  whose  Government  has  to 
outrageously  violated  these  duties. 

"  I'he  very  possession  of  these 
insignia  implies  obligations  on  my 
part  which  it  is  not  fov^myhoDOur 
should  any  longer  esust,  and  there- 
fore I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  take  proper  measures  to  have 
my  name  erased  from  the  Com- 
manders'  roll  of  the  Portuguese 
Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword. 

"  Having  ibrmerly  refused  aU 
pay  and  pecuniary  remuneratioo 
from  the  Government  df  Portugal 
during  the  time  X  was  employed 
in  its  service,  I  have  the  satis£K* 
tion  now  to  feel  that  I  am  released 
from  every  sort  of  acknowledi^ 
ment,  and  that  the  service  which  I 
rendered  Portugal  in  an  extreme 
moment  of  her  peril,  and  crisis  of 
her  fate  —  services  which  cannot 
be  denied — ^have  thus  been  gratuit- 
ously  given. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
*'  Your  Excelleacy'saaost  obedient 

humble  Servant,      R.  W. 
<<  To  his  Excellency  the 

Count  Palmella, 
Minister  for  Foreign  Afl&irs." 

Irish  Knighthood.-^The  Judges 
have  decided  that  the  Lord  Liai* 
tenant  does  possess,  since  tbe 
Union,  the  power  of  conferring 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  as  be 
did  while  Ireland  was  a  separate 
kingdom. 

The  last  GaxeUe  did  not  de* 
clare  a  single  Bankruptcy  either 
in  London  or  in  the  country.  No 
such  circumstance  has  occurred 
within  our  memory;  and  wbea 
the  prodigious  multiplicatiiNi  of 
traders  of  all  deseriptions,  and  the 
equally 
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etpaSlj  wonderfid  increiuie  of 
trade,  in  vmiue  and  extent,  wbiefa 
has  tidcen  place  within  a  few 
3FeaT8, 18  considered,  the  occurrence 
most  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
Hnracletf  of  good  laws,  good  policy^ 
and  active  industry,  operating  uo* 
der  the  blessing  of  the  Divine  Pro- 
vidence. 

The  largest  and  finest  log  of 
mahogany  ever  imported  into  this 
country  has  been  recently  sold  by 
aucdon  at  the  docks  in  Liverpool. . 
It  was  purchased  by  James  Hodg- 
aon,  Esq.  for  878/.  and  afterwards 
aold  by  him  for  525/.  and  if  it 
open  well, -is  supposed  to  be  worth 
1000/.  It  is  seventeen  feet  in  length, 
five  feet  in  width,  and  fourteen 
thick,  and  contains  more  than 
SWO  superficial  feet.  If  sawn 
iDto  veneers,  it  is  computed  that 
the  cost  of  labour  in  the  process 
will  be  750/.  The  weight  at  the 
King's  beam  was  six  tons  thirteen 
crwU'-^Macclesfieid  Courier. 

Extraordinary  Occiirrwice.— ITie 
following  singular  circumstance 
has  happened  to  a  young  woman 
in  Maryport,  which,  it  is  supposed, 
originated  in  having  drunk  un- 
wholesome water  in  the  hay-field, 
about  six  weeks  since.  Soon  after 
she  was  8ei2ed  with  a  pain  in  her 
stomach,  attended  with  a  sensa- 
tion as  if  something  was  creeping 
within  it;  but  having  eaten  some 
sidted  provision,  it  probably  be- 
came an  antidote  ;  for  on  Sunday 
last  she  threw  up  a  large  dead 
worm,  apparently  of  the  snake 
species,  upwards  of  half  a  yard 
long,  Mid    thick    in    proportion, 

Sotted,  or  rather  striped  all  over, 
aving  discharged  the  animal,  she 
was  immediately  relieved  from 
pein,  and  is  now  perfectly  restored 
to  hedth. — CerhBle  Joumai. 

Curious      Appkcation^  —  Mr. 
Mason,  a  livery-stable  keeper  of 


Piccadilly^  stated  that  he  had  a 
gateway  entrance  to  his  premiata^ 
which  had  lately  been  the  scene  of 
such  nuisances  as  were  unbeara- 
ble; he  therefore  wished   for    a 
licence  or  permission  to  erect  a 
shower-bath,    of   a  construction 
which  he  had  in  his  eye,  and  which| 
when  put  into  operation,  would 
take  a  sweep  of  the  whole  eni* 
trance,  so  as  not  one,  who  went 
there  to  commit  an  oflei^ce,  could 
escape  a  ducking.  —  Mr.  Conant 
said,  this  was  a  curious  application 
and  one  which  he  feared  he  could 
not  grant,  because  the  probability 
was,  that  this  shower-bath  would  be 
the  cause  of  producing  what  it  was 
his  (Mr.  Conant's)  duty  to  prevent 
— ^namely,  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
and  very  likely  also  a  breach  of  Mr. 
Mason's  windows. —  Mr.  Mason 
said,  any  attack  upon  himself  he 
would  completely  obviate.      His 
intention  was  to  have  a  handle 
like  a  bell-pull    to  the  shower- 
bath,  which  he  could  use  in  his 
sitting-room,  while  he  witnessed 
in  safety  the  eflfect  of  it  upon  the 
intruders ;  and,  as  to  breaking  his 
windows,  they  could  not  be  got  at 
without  going  a  long  distance  down 
the  entrance,  and  that  he  should 
guard  against  by  facing  a  feroci- 
ous dog  in  the  centre  of  the  way, 
so  that  no  one  could  pass  without 
the  danger  of  being  devoured.—^ 
*Mr.   Conant  said,   that   however 
ingenious  his  plan  might  be,  it  was 
one  whidi  he  could  not  sanction, 
and  if  Mr.  Mason  proceeded  with 
it,  he  must  do  so  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility.— ^Mr.  Mason  said  he 
should  certainly  erect  the  bath. 

5. — The  ceremony  of  opening 
die  new  basins  in  the  Dock-yards 
at  Sheemess  took  place  in  the  pro- 
senee  of  an  immense  assemblage 
of  persons  of  all  ranks.  At  an 
early  hour  of  the  morning,   the 
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Royal  Artillery  and  Marines  on 
duty  in  Sheernes8  and  the  neigh- 
boartng  depots,  roardied  into  the 
new  Dock-yards,  where  they  were 
drawn  up  in  single  files,  so  as  to 
enclose  the  area  in  which  the  new 
basins  are  formed:    behind  the 
military  lines  were  erected  seats 
and  raised  platforms,  which  com* 
manded  a  close  view  of  the  whole 
ceremony.      Sentinels  were   sta- 
tioned at*the  different  avenues, 
smd  no    persons    were  admitted 
within  the  enclosure  who  were  not 
provided  with   tickets    from    the 
Ordnance     establishment ;    these 
tickets  appear  to  have  been  libe- 
rally distributed,  for  nearly  3000 
persons  were  seated  upon  the  plat- 
form an  hour  before  the  ceremony 
commenced.   The  ladies  were  ele- 
gantly dressed,  and  their  gay  ap- 
pearance heightened  the  covp^'oeU 
from  the  harbour. 


The  Prince  Regent,  74,  Admi- 
ral HaUowell,  droj^ped  down  to 

Sheemess,  and  lay  at  anchor  off  a  loud  discharge  of  cannon  from 
the  new  basins,  bearing  the  Admi-    the  shipping,  and  an  almost  equal- 


fired,  and  the  accustomed  respect 
paid  to  the  Royal  Admiral  of  the 
fleet,  with  all  the  deafening  explo- 
sion of  nautical  salutation.  His 
Royal  Highness  shortly  after  went 
on  board  the  Lord  Howe,  ISO- 
gun  ship,  whidi  was  to  lead  the 
van  at  the  opening  of  the  new 
basins.  He  took  his  station  on  the 
poop,  which  was  covered  with  an 
elegant  awning,  attended  by  Lord 
Melville,  Sir  George  Cockbun, 
Sir  George  Clerk,  Sir  Byam  Mar- 
tin, Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  Lady  Mayoress,  Mr. 
Secretary  Croker^  and  some  naval 
and  military  officers,  as  well  as  the 
principal  officers  of  the  civil  ma- 
rine. Several  ladies  of  distincuon 
were  also  present  At  half-past 
eleven  o'clock  all  the  preliminary 
arrangements  for  opening  the  new 
basins  being  completed,  at  a  given 
signal  the  I^rd  Howe,  a  new  ISO- 
gun  ship,  was  removed  into  the 
basin  appropriated  for  her,  amid 


ral*s  flag,  with  her  broadside  to 
the  shore.  The  Genoa,  the 
Isis,  and  the  Rifleman  were  sta. 
tioned  near  her.  Several  gun- 
boats and  pleasure-yachts  were 
moored  in  a  semicircular  form  in 
front  of  the  dock,  and  the  gay 
colours  of  their  variegated  stream- 
ers had  a  beautiful  effect,  and  gave 
to  the  harbour  a  most  picturesque 
appearance. 

Soon  after  ten  o'clock  his  Royal 
Highness  tlie  Duke  of  Clarence 
arrived  in  the  Admiralty  yacht  from 
Chatham,  where  he  slept  the  pre- 
cedmg  night.  His  Royal  High- 
ness wore  a  naval  uniform,  and 
was  accompanied  by  several  per- 
sonages of  distinction.  The  main 
yards  of  the  vessels  of  war  were 
all  manned,  a  royal    salute  was 


ly  resounding  repetition  of  cheers 
from  the  multitude  who  surveyed 
the  opening  scene.     A  number  of 
bands  from  the  different  ships  si- 
multaneously played  '*  Rule  Bri- 
tannia," as  the.  Lord  Howe  slowly 
and  majestically  moved  onwards 
to  her  destination  within  the  dock ; 
it  was  a  novel  spectacle  to  see  a 
ship  of  such  a  weight  of  metal 
floated  upon  this  spot,  and  doaely 
and  safely  deposited  within  a  solid 
embankment.     There  are  at  pre- 
sent three  docks  ready  for  service ; 
they  are  fit  for  the  reception  of  the 
largest  ships  in  the  navy,  and  can 
be  used,    as    necessity  requires, 
either  as  dry  or  wet  docks ;  for  by 
an  obvious  improvement  in  the 
application  of  steam*power,   the 
water  can  be  withdrawn  in  forty 
minutes, 
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miautesf  and  the  place  can  aleo  be 
adapted  for  the  dry  dock  uses,  by 
a  simple  mechanical  contrivance 
by  an  under  tunnel,  through  which 
the  water  can  be  immediately  ex- 
pelled. 

Mr.  Alexander  Robinson,  of 
Upperby,  near  this  city,  is  now 
weaving  the  armorial  bearings  of 
J.  R.  G.  Graham,  £sq.,  of  Croft- 
head.  The  yam  of  which  they 
are  composed  is  of  that  amazing 
fineness,  that  nine  hanks  can  be 
pressed  through  a  gold  ring,  whose 
diameter  is  ll-16ths  of  an  inch. 
There  are  120  threads  in  each  cut, 
and  12  cuts  to  each  hank  ;  total 
number  of  threads  12,960. — 
Carlisle  Journal 

SPAIN. 

The  fortress  of  Trocadero  has 
been  taken  by  the  French.  They 
are  still  narrowing  the  field  of  ac- 
tion.    Riego  has  been  taken. 

GERMANY. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  has 
granted  permission  to  one  of  the 
Archdukes  of  Austria  to  unite 
himself  in  marriage  with  a  young 
and  agreeable  woman  taken  from 
the  lowest  class  of  his  subjects. — 
ConstitutionaL 

AMERICA* 

Lady  Cochrane  arrived  at  Rio 
de  Janeiro  on  the  Idth  of  June 
last,  to  join  her  husband.  As  the 
wife  of  the  Brazilian  Admiral,  she 
was  treated  with  great  distinction ; 
a  salute  from  the  forts  announced 
her  landing,  and  one  of  the  best 
houses  in  the  city  was  prepared 
for  her  reception. 


OCTOBER. 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

1.— His  Majesty  made  his  first 
formal  entrance  into  Windsor. 

The  following  extraordinary 
case  of  Somnambulism  has  been 
communicated  to  us  in  an  authen- 
tic manner.  It  is  principally  im- 
portant in  a  medical  point  of  view, 
on  account  of  the  successful  use 
of  bleeding  as  a  remedy. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  this 
affection  of  the  nerves  occurred 
on  Sunday  evening  last,  October 
the  5th,  to  a  lad  named  George 
Davis,  sixteen  and  a-half  years  of 
age,  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Hew- 
son,  butcher,  of  Bridge-road, 
Lambeth :  at  about  twenty  minutes 
after  nine  o'clock  the  lad  bent  for- 
ward in  his  chair,  and  rested  his 
forehead  on  his  hands  ;  and  in  ten 
minutes  started  up,  went  for  his 
whip,  put  on  his  one  spur,  and 
went  thence  to  the  stable;  not 
finding  his  own  saddle  in  the  pro- 
per place,  he  returned  to  the 
house  and  asked  for  it.  Being 
asked  what  he  wanted  with  it,  he 
replied  to  go  his  rounds.  He  re- 
turned to  the  stable,  got  on  the 
horse  without  the  saddle,  and  was 
proceeding  to  leave  tlie  stable :  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  and  force 
that  Mr.  Hewson,  jun.  assisted  by 
the  other  lad,  could  remove  him 
firom  the  horse ;  his  strength  was 
great,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
he  was  brought  in  doors.  Mr. 
Hewson,  sen.  coming  home  at  this 
time,  sent  for  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ridge,  an  eminent  practitioner  in 
Bridge-road,  who  stood  by  him 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during 
which  time  the  lad  considered  him- 
self stopped  at  the  turnpike-gate, 

and 
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and  took  sixpence  out  of  his 
pocket  to  be  changed ;  and  hold- 
ing out  his  hand  for  the  change, 
the  sixpence  was  returned  to  him. 
He  immediately  observed,  "  None 
of  your  nonsense — that  is  the  six- 
pence again,  give  me  my  change  ;'* 
when  three  pence  half-penny  was 
given  to  him.  He  counted  it  over 
and  said,  ''None  of  your  gam- 
mon; that  is  not  right,  I  want  a 
penny  more ;"  making  the  four 
pence  half-penny,  which  was  his 
proper  change.  He  then  said; 
"  Give  me  my  castor  **  (meaning 
his  hat),  which  slang  terms  he  liad 
been  in  the  habit  of  using,  and 
then  began  to  whip  and  spur  to 
get  his  horse  on ;  his  pulse  at  this 
time  was  136,  fUll  and  hard :  no 
change  of  countenance  could  be 
observed,  nor  any  spasmodic  affec- 
tion of  the  muscles,  the  eyes  re- 
maining  closed  the  whole  of  the  time. 
His  coat  was  taken*  off  his  arm, 
his  shirt  sleeve  stripped  up,  and 
Mr.  Ridge  bled  him  to  tiiirty- 
two  ounces:  no  alteration  had 
taken  place  in  him  during  the  first 
part  of  the  time  the  blood  was 
flowing;  at  about  twenty- four 
ounces  the  pulse  began  to  de- 
crease :  and,  when  the  full  quantity 
named  above  had  been  taken,  it 
was  at  eighty — a  slight  perspira- 
tion on  the  forehead.  During  the 
time  of  bleeding,  Mr.  Hewson  re- 
lated the  circumstance  of  a  Mr. 
Harris,  optician  in  Holborn,  whose 
sen  some  years  back  walked  out 
on  the  parapet  of  the  house  in 
his  sleep.  The  boy  joined  the  con- 
versation, and  observed  he  lived 
at  the  corner  of  Brownlow-street, 
After  the  arm  was  tied  up,  he  un- 
laced one  boot  and  said  he  would 
to  bed ;  in  three  minutes  from 
lis  time,  he  awoke,  got  up,  and 


asked  what  was  the  matter  (haraig 
then  been  one  hour  in  the  tranee), 
not  having  the  sUgktest  reeoiteetum 
of  any  thing  that  had  passed^  and 
wondered  at  his  arm  being  tied 
up,  and  at  the  blood,  &c.  A 
strong  opening  medicine  was  then 
administered,  he  went  to  bed, 
slept  well,  and  the  next  day  ap- 
peared perfectly  well,  excepting 
debility  from  the  bleeding  and 
operation  of  the  medicine,  and  had 
no  recollection  whatever  of  what 
had  taken  place.  None  of  his 
fiimily  or  himself  were  ever  afiect- 
ed  in  this  way  before. 

A  singular  occurrence  took  place 
close  by  the  stream  at  Saxtnorp, 
near  Holt  A  cottage,  occupied 
by  an  elderly  man  and  his  wife^ 
was  perceived  by  the  latter,  whOe 
making  a  bed  in  the  chamber,  to 
be  in  motion,  and  was  shortly 
afterwards  found  by  her  husband 
to  be  sinking.  The  parties  im- 
mediately used  their  utmost  en* 
deavours  to  remove  their  furni- 
ture; but  they  had  time  to  take 
out  only  a  bed  and  a  few  chairs* 
before  it  was  so  &r  in  the  earth  as 
to  render  fiirther  eflbrts  unavail- 
ing. A  spring  flowed  suddenly 
upon  the  sinking  building,  one  end 
of  which  and  a  chimney-top  only 
are  now  visible  above  Uie  surface 
of  the  water,  the  depth  of  whidi 
is  stated  to  be  from  twenty  to 
twenty  two  feet — Norwich  McT' 
cury. 

5.— The  Order  of  Knights  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  which  for- 
merly held  the  sovereignty  of 
Malta,  published  proposals  for  a 
loan  of  640,000/.  for  the  purpose 
of  preparing  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  liberation  of  Greece. 

«4. — A  Scotch  Barber. — (From 
the  Glasgow  ChronicleJ)     An  in- 
stance 
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■lanoe  of  very  Bttdden  death  oc« 
diirred    in    Calton.     While    Mr. 
John  Falconer,  hairdresser.  Kirk* 
street,  was  in  the  act  of  shaving 
a  nan,  he  staggered,  and  just  was 
felling  when  he  was  placed  on  a 
ohair,  and  expired  in  five  minutes. 
He  will  long  be  remembered  by 
hundreds  who  were  his  customers; 
his  shop  was  the  arena  of  all  local 
discussion:  it  was,  in  fact,  deno- 
minated the  Calton  cofiee<*room, 
and  was    the    resort    of   all  the 
borough  politicians.     His  fether 
and  he  have  been  in  the  trade  for 
upwards  of  half  a  century.     His 
Either  was  the  first  who  reduced 
the  price  of  shaving  to  a  half- 
penny ;  and  when  his  brethren  in 
the  town  wished  him  again  to  raise 
it,  old  Strap  repliedt  **  Charge  a 
penny !  Jock  and  me  are  just  con- 
sidering about  lowering  it  to  a  far- 
thing."     He  would  never  take 
more  than  a  halfpenny  though  it 
was  ofifered  him  ;  and  being  very 
skilfiil  at  his  business,  and  of  a  frank 
jocular  turn,  he  had  a  large  share 
of  public  favour,  and  was  enabled 
even  at  this  low  rate  to  gather 
money  and  build  bouses.'    About 
sixteen  years  ago  he  died,  and  his 
son  carried  on  the  business;  but 
he  often  said  others  wrought  for 
need,  but  he  did  it  for  pleasure  or 
recreation,  and  never  was  so  happy 
as   when  he   was    improving  the 
countenances  of  the  lieges.     He 
was  generally  allowed  to  be  at  the 
top  of  his  profession ;  and  there 
are  some  old  men  whom  he  and 
his   father  have  shaved  for  fifly 
jean,  and  whose  boast  it  was  that 
they    were    never    touched     by 
another:    one  very  old  customer 
regularly  came  for  many  a  year 
to  his  shop  every  Saturday  night 
from- the  western  -extremity  of  the 
town.      His   shop  was  furnished 


with  two  dosen  of  anticpie  chairs, 
as  many  pictures,  and  a  musical 
clock,  and  for  a  long  time  he  had 
a  good  library  of  books,  but  they 
at  length  nearly  wholly  disappear- 
ed,  and  he  took  up  to  his  house 
the  few  that  remained  as  his  own 
share*  At  two  diflerent  times, 
when  trade  was  dull,  he  gave  his 
tenants  a  jubilee  on  the  term  day, 
and  presedted  their '^  dischargee 
without  veceiving  a  fiirthing.  He 
has  left  behind  him  property  worth 
between  2  and  9,000/. 

The  Brighton  Chain  Pier  was 
opened  to  the  public,  by  a  proces- 
sion consisting  of  the  High  Con- 
stable, the  Commissioners,  and 
other  constituted  authorities  of 
the  town,  attended  by  the  magis- 
trates and  a  number  of  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  at  present  residing 
there. 

Leghorn  Straw  Plait.  —  The 
Dublin  Society  havii^  offered  pre- 
miums in  July  last  for  the  best 
imitation  of  Leghorn  straw  platt, 
twenty-four  specimens  were  exhi- 
bited, which  had  been  fabricated 
by  persons  living  in  various  and 
widely-remote  parts  of  Ireland. 
On  an  examination  of  their  merits, 
the  premiums  were  adjudged  as 
follows : — 

•'  To  Miss  Mary  Collins,  of 
Plattin,  near  Drogheda,  a  gold 
medal,  ^value  10/.  being  the  first 
premium  for  the  finest  and  evenest 
plait  made  from  avena  Jlavescens^ 
or  yeUow  oat  grass,  and  exhibited 
under  the  form  of  a  small  fancy 
hat 

"  To  Miss  Susannah  Goimley, 
of  Kildmon,  near  Newtown, 
Mount  Kennedy,  the  silver  medal 
and  5L  being  the  second  premium 
for  plait  made  of  cynosurus  criS" 
tatus,  or  crested  dog's-tail,  and  ex- 
hibited in  the  form  of  a  bonnet. 

"To 
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"  To  Miss  Cristiana  Campbell, 
of  Londonderry,  the  silver  medal, 
being  the  third  preminm  for  plait 
made  of  agrestis  vulgaris^  or  com- 
mon bent  grass,  and  exhibited 
mider  the  form  of  a  very  tastefiil 
bonnet.'' 

Munificent  Bequest  —  It  is 
worthy  of  record  in  letters  of 
gold,  that  the  Earl  of  Bridge- 
water  has  left  by  wiU  six  thousand 
pounds  per  annum  for  ever,  for 
the  employ  and  improvement  of 
the  poor  in  the  parish  of  Ash* 
ridge,  Herts. 

VRANCE. 

PariSf  Nov,  4.  —  (From  the 
Orifiamme.)  It  is  with  regret  we 
announce,  that  at  length,  after 
much  tergiversation,  three  Minis- 
ters have  succeeded  in  causing 
the  dissolution  of  the  Chamber  to 
be  pronounced. 

The  physician  Castaing  has 
been  tried  for  the  murder  of  the 
brothers  Auguste  and  Hy polite 
Ballet,  in  order  that  he  might  suc- 
ceed to  their  property,  which  they 
had  bequeathed  to  him  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  their  kindred.  The 
trial  of  this  case  occupied  the 
Criminal  Court  of  Paris  during 
eight  days,  ending  on  Tuesday. 

Castaing  has  been  found  guilty 
on  two  counts:  the  subtraction 
of  the  testament,  and  the  poison- 
ing of  Auguste  Ballet  by  mar" 
p&ne,  an  alkaline  salt,  extracted 
from  opium ;  and  has  been  ac- 
quitted of  the  charge  of  having 
poisoned  Hypolite.  Sentence  of 
death  has  in  consequence  been 
passed  upon  him,  and  he  has  been 
condemned  to  make  restitution  to 
Madame  Martignon  of  the  100,000 
francs,  with  interest,  which  he  had 
received  from  Auguste.  The 
favourable  nature  of  the  opinions 


expressed  by  the  majori^  of  the: 
physicians,  would  have  warranted 
a  different  result:   for,  as   they, 
denied  the  existence  of  poison  and 
of  poisonous  appearances  in  the 
body  after    deadi,  they  had  re- 
moved the   only  positive    woof 
which  could  be    given,  and  left 
nothing  to  determine  the  decisioQ 
of    the    Jury    but    presumptive 
evidence.   At  nine  o*dock  at  night 
the  Jury  retired  into  the  chamber 
of  deliberation,  and  at  half  past 
eleven  they  returned  and  delivered 
the    fatal    verdict     Five  of  the 
twelve  Jurors,  however,  refused 
to  concur  iu  it,  though  the  three 
Judges  of  the  Court  had  sanction- 
ed it  with  their  approbalioii  and 
assent. 

'Spain. 

Murciay  Oct,  28. — An  immense 
quantity  of  people  repaired  yes- 
terday evening,  to  the  cries  oi 
"Vive  la  Religion  I  Vive  la 
Sainte  Inquisition!"  to  the  house 
of  the  Canon  D.  Joseph  de  Castro, 
Honorary  Inquisitor.  Some  per- 
sons went  up  into  his  room,  and 
told  him,  that,  according  to  the 
wish  of  the  people,  they  came  to 
seek  the  only  Inquisitor  who  was 
in  Murcia,  in  order  that  he  might 
take  the  standard  of  the  faith. 
They  immediately  placed  him  in 
an  arm  chair,  and  carried  him  on 
their  shoulders  to  the  Hall  of  the 
Municipality,  where  they  placed 
the  standard  in  his  hands :  vDon 
Antonio  Pontes,  several  Secreta- 
ries, and  Ministers  of  the  Holy 
Office,  immediately  presented 
themselves,  and,  traversing  the 
different  streets  of  the  town,  car- 
ried in  procession  a  portrait  of  the 
King,  and  a  magnificent  banner,  * 
on  which  was  inscribed  the  name 
of  Ferdinand.      A  proofs-verbal 
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of  aU  whudi  took  place,  properly 
certified,  was  sent  by  the  Munici- 
pality to  the  King,  accompanied 
by  a  demand  that  die  King  would 
be  pleased  to  re-establish  the  Holy 
Office. 

7t— British  Consuls  appointed 
to  South  America. 

16.— The  Bank  resolve  to  lend 
upon  mortgage  at  4  per.  cent. 

Loan  of  2,000,000  contracted 
ID  London  to  pay  the  Austrian  debt. 

The  Heda  and  Fury  arriyed  at 
Whitby  on  the  16  th,  and  Captain 
Parry  reached  London  on  Satur- 
day. 

A  destructive  fire  happened  at 
Liverpool,  by  which  property  to 
the  amount  of  100,000/.  was  con« 
sumed. 

A  number  of  poor  people  de- 
luded by  the  hope  of  a  good  set- 
tlement in  the  Poyais  territory, 
returned  from  that  country  in  the 
most  dejdorable  state  of  wretched- 
ness,-and  applied  for  relief  at  the 
Mansion-house. 

Jcim  Thurtell  and  Joseph  Hunt 
were  brought  up  to  Bow-Street, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Weare^  who  was  murdered  on  the 
24th  instant,  and  subsequently 
found  tied  in  a  sack,  at  the  bottom 
of  a  pond  near  Elstree,  Hertford- 
shire. They  were  sent  for  exami- 
nation before  the  Hertford  magis-. 
trates. 

Thomas  Thurtell  and  J.  Pro- 
bert  were  taken  up,  and  confined 
St.  Alban's  gaol,  upon  the  same 
charge. 

This  murder  created  a  strong 
sensation  by  its  cold-bk>odednesS' 
and  cruelty.  The  plan  was  deli- 
berately arranged.  The  victim 
was  invited  to  spend  a  few  days  in 
shooting  with  ihe  murderer,  and 
in  an  unsuspected'moment  he  was 
ahot  through  the  head. 

182$. 
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Paris,  Oct.  12.— At  twelve 
o'clock  this  day,  there  was  sung  in 
the  church  at  Notre  Dame  a 
solemn  Te  Deum^  intoken  of  gra- 
titude for  the  happy  deliverance 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King 
of  Spain,  in  presence  of  the  King, 
the  Princes  and  Prmcesses  of  the 
Royal  Family  and  the  blood. 
Salutes  of  artillery  were  fired  at 
the  departure  of  the  King  from 
Notre  Dame,  and  on  his  arrival  at 
the  Tuileries.  At  night  the  pub* 
lie  edifices  and  private  houses 
were  illuminated. 

Extract  of  a  .ktter  from  Xeres, 
dated  Oct.  2.  "The  Duke  of 
Angouleme  and  the  Prince  of  Ca* 
rignan  accompanied  the  King  to 
the  Te  Deum  of  thanksgiving  sung 
at  Port  St.  Mary. 

'<At  one  o'clock  the  Marquis 
de  Talaru  was  presented  to  the 
King,  and  at  four  o'clock  the  King 
set  out  firom  Port  St.  Mary,  ac- 
companied by  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  town  and  country,  who 
followed  him  as  far  as  Alcesa» 
where  he  arrived  at  six  o'clock. 
The  King  will  pass  the  night  here.' 
It  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
delight  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Xeres." 

About  800  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  Paris  have  paraded  the 
streets  bearing  in  triumph' the 
bust  of  the  Duke  d'Angouleme, 
crowned  with  a  garland  of  laurels, 
and  surmounted  with  flags  fleitr' 
de^Usis.  On  reaching  the  Plaee 
Vendome,  they  placed  a  erown 
dHmmorteUes  on  the  head  of  tiie 
statue  of  Louis  XIV.  The  pro- 
cession made  the  air  resound  with 
acclamations  of  **Long  live  the 
King  I  Long  live  the  Bourbons! 
Longlive  the  Duke  d'Angouleme !" 
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which  were  unanimously  repeated 
by  all  the  spectators. 

The  bust  of  his  Royal  Highness 
was  also  carried  to  the  triumphal 
arch  oftEtoilCf  where  it  was  placed 
amidst  transports  of  indescribable 
enthusiasm. 

SPAIN. 

Cadiz  has  fallen ;  the  King  is 
liberated,  and  he  has  published 
a  proclamation, — oblivion  of  the 
past  and  recognition  of  the  acts  of 
the  constitutional  government. 

ITALY* 

The  Cardinal  Delia  Ganga  has 
been  elected  Pope. 

TUBKET. 

Konich,  July  14.— There  hna 
just  occurred  in  this  ancient  capi^ 
tal  of  Turkay,  in  Asia,  an  extra- 
ordinary event,  by  which  our  si- 
tuation is  very  weU  indicated.  A 
Turk  of  this  city,  who  happened 
to  be  in  the  unfortunate  Chio,  took 
from  the  island  tf  Ghreek  woman, 
whom  he  enslaved,  and  then  mar- 
ried, after  having  forced  her  to 
embrace  Islamism.  One  night, 
while  the  Mussulman  was  asleep, 
she  seized  a  cutlass,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment of  delirium,  occasioned  by 
horrible  recollections,  she  plunged 
it  into  the  bosom  of  her  ravisher. 

At  that  moment,  her  vengeance 
being  satisfied,  and  nature  haiung 
returned  its  empire,  she  fell  into  a 
swoon,  and  continued  in  it  for  a 
long  time*  Having  recovered, 
and  seeing  the  blood,  she  agam 
fainted,  and  remained  in  that  state 
to  an  advanced  hour  of  the  day. 
On  opening  the  chamber,  the  body 
of  the  Turk  was  observed  on  one 
side,  and  on  another  a  female, 
whose  appearance  seemed  to  indi- 
cate that  the  persons  who  entered 


came  to  arrest  her.  She  was 
brought  before  the  Pacha,  and 
asked  whether  she  was  the  person 
who  murdered  her  husband? 
"Yes,"  she  replied,  •'!  have 
killed  a  monster,  who  had  the  . 
barbarity  to  murder  my  father, 
my  mother,  my  husband,  and  child 
in  Chio!  who  then  brought  me 
here,  and  strove  to  make  me  a 
Turk!" 

The  people  ran  in  crowds  to 
assist  in  her  punishment,  but  the 
Pacha,  after  having  heard  her 
story,  pardoned  her  and  sent  her 
home,  to  the  great  astonishment 
of  the  Mussulmans,  who  were  - 
obliged  in  this,  as  in  other  cases, 
to  recognize  the  finger  of  Provi- 
dence. 

NOVEMBER. 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

1. — ^The  public  attention  lia» 
been  for  some  time  entirely  ab- 
sorbed by  the  iniquitous  murder 
of  Mr.  Weare.  The  evidence  haa 
unfolded  a  mass  of  wickedness 
most  systematically  conducted  in 
established  gaming-houses,  and 
among  the  **  fancy,'*  of  which  very 
few  appear  to  have  had  the  small- 
est idea.  As  the  best  summary 
of  the  whole  we  give  Hunt's  con- 
fession before  the  inquest. 

Hunt's  Staiement. 

In  consequence  of  an  indictment 
against. John  Thurtell  and  Tho- 
mas Thurtell,  for  defrauding  the 
County  Fire  Office  of  1900  and 
odd  pounds,  Thomas  and  John 
Thurtell  left  the  Cock  Tavern,  in 
the  Haymarket,  and  took  their 
residence  at  a  Mr.  Tetsell's  (the 
Coach  and  Horses),  in  Conduit- 
street,  Bond-sti^t.  I  was  in- 
vited to  dine  with  them.     I  called 
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there  on  the  ^nd^  mornin|^,  Oct. 
13,  when  John  Thurtell  invited 
me  to  take  a  walk.  I  walked 
with  hhn  as  far  as  High-street, 
Mary-le-bone.  We  stopped  at  a 
■jeweller's  shop;  while  we  were 
looking  there,  John  Thurtell  ob* 
served  a  pair  of  pistols,  which  he 
said  he  would  go  and  look  at,  for 
he  wanted  to  purchase  some. 
They  were  marked  !/•  17 s.  6d, 
John  Thurtell  observed,  he  want* 
ed  them  to  kill  cats,  and  paid  for 
them  IL  5s.  From  there  we 
returned  to  the  Coach  and  Horses 
and  dined.  John  Thurtell  asked 
me  after  dinner  if  I  knew  where  I 
could  get  him  a  gig.  He  gave  me 
1/.  10^.  for  the  gig,  for  which  I 
paid  IL  5s.  He  told  me  not  to 
say  that  the  gig  was  going  to 
Hertford,  but  to  Dartford.  I 
returned  with  the  gig  to  the  Coach 
smd  Horses  about  a  quarter  be- 
fore five.  John  Thurtell  imme- 
diately got  into  the  gig,  said  he 
could  not  wait  any  longer,  as  he 
had  a  gentleman  to  meet.  After 
he  was  gone,  Mr.  Probert  said  to 
me,  as  John  Thurtell  has  gone 
down  to  the  cottage,  have  you  any 
objection  to  take  a  seat  in  my  gig, 
88  he  (John  T.)  is  obliged  to  be 
out  of  the  way,  in  consequence  of 
the  warrants  being  out  against  him 
for  the  conspiracy ;  most  likely  we 
should  spend  a  pleasant  evening 
together.  About  six  o'clock  on 
Friday  evening  Mr.  Probert's  gig 
was  brought  to  the  door  of  the 
Coach  and  Horses.  I  took  a  seat 
in  his  gig;  we  proceeded  as  far 
as  Oxford-street.  Mr.  Probert 
said  we  must  take  something  home 
for  supper ;  we  stopped  at  a  pork 
shop,  where  I  sot  out  and  pur- 
chased a  loin  of  pork.  We  pro- 
ceeded ftom  there  as  far  as  a  Mr. 
Harding's,  a  publican  in  the  Edg- 


ware-road,  where  we  had  a  fflass 
of  brandy  and  water.  From  were 
we  proceeded  as  far  as  a  Mr* 
Clarke's,  another  publican,  at 
Edgware,  and  had  two  more  glasses 
of  brandy  and  water ;  from  there 
we  proceeded  to  this  house.  I 
thought  we  had  three,  but  from 
what  appears  from  the  landlord 
(Mr«  Field),  we  had  five  more 
glasses.  We  did  not  get  out  of 
the  gig  here.  Mr.  Probert  ob« 
served  to  Mr.  Field,  that  the 
friend  that  was  with  him  could 
sing  a  very  excellent  soi^ ;  Mr. 
Field  said  he  should  be  very  happy 
to  hear  one.  Mr.  Probert  wisned 
me  to  sing  a  verse,  but  I  declined. 
We  [Hroceeded  from  this  house 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Mr. 
Probert  stopped  the  gig  and  said 
to  me,  '*  Hunt,  you  get  out  and 
wait  my  return;"  I  did  so* 
About  half  an  hour  or  more  might 
have  elapsed  when  Mr.  ProWt 
returned,  and  desired  me  to  gei 
into  the  gig,  and  we  would  mdce 
the  best  of  our  way  to  the  cottage. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  cottM^e, 
^  John  Thurtell  was  in  the  staUe^ 
Mr.  Probert  said  to  me,  **  Hunt, 
take  that  loin  of  pork  out  of  the 
gig ;  take  it  into  the  kitchen,  and 
desire  the  cook  to  dress  it  imme* 
diately.**  I  took  the  pork  into  the 
kitchen,  and  remained  in  the 
kitchen  about  ten  minutes,  when 
John  Thurtell^  and  Mr.  Probert 
followed.  We  went  into  the  par- 
lour. I  was  introduced  to  Mrs. 
Probert.  John  Thurtell  thm 
called  me  and  Mr.  Probert  into 
the  garden,  and  said,   "I  have 

killed  that that  robbed  me- 

o£  SOOL  tit  biind  hookey''  (a  game* 
at  cards).  "Good  God!"  said 
Mr.  Probert,  ''John,  surely  you 
have  not  been  guilty  of  so  rash 
an  act?"  J.  Thurtell  immediately 
D  3  took 
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took  from  his  pocket  a  Tery 
handsome  gold  watch»  and  said, 
**  Do  you  believe  me  now?  and  if 
vou  will  go  with  me,  I  wjU  show 
you  where  he  lies  dead  behind  a 
hedge.'*  Mr.  Probert  then  said, 
*'  This  has  taken  such  an  effect  on 
me,  that  1  must  retire,  and  get 
some  brandy."  We  then  went 
into  the  parlour ;  the  supper  was 
brought  in,  .  which  consisted  of 
pork  chops,  the  loin  I  brought 
down  having  been  cut  into  chops. 
I  ate  two  chops,  and  so  did  Mr. 
Probert.  John  Thurtell  declined 
eating  any,  as  he  complained  of 
being  extremely,  sick.  Mr.  Pro- 
bert and  I  then  went  into  the  gar- 
den again,  when  Mr.  Probert  said 
to  me,  '*  Surely,  Hunt,  this  man 
has  not  been  guilty  of  murder  ?" 
I  observed  tl^t  it  looked  very 
suspicious,  he  (John  Thurtell)  hav- 
ing so  valuable  a  watch.  John 
Thurtell  followed,  and  asked  Mr. 
Probert  and  myself  if  we  would 
accompany  and  assist  him  in  car- 
rying thie  dead  man  ?  During  this 
time  Mrs.  Probert  was  gone  to  bed. 
John  Thurtell  said,  if  neither  of  you 
will  assist,  I  will  go  myself.  He 
accordingly  went  by  himself,  and 
was  gone  about  ten  minutes  or  a  * 
quarter  of  an  hour.  During  the 
time  he  was  gone,  Mr.  Probert 
said  to  me,  *'  If  this  is  the  case, 
Hunt)  that  John  Thurtell  has  mur- 
dered the  man,  it  will,  ultimately, 
be  the  ruin  of  me  and  my  fiimily." 
After  this  conversation  was  over 
between  roe  and  Mr.  Probert, 
John  Thurtell  returned,  saying — 

"  This :  is  too  heavy  for  me ; 

and  if  you  won't  assist  me,  I  shall 
put  the  bridle  on  my  horse,  and 
throw  the  dead  man  across  his 
back."  He  accordingly  put  the 
bridle  .on  his  horse  for  that  pur- 
pose. Mr.  Probert  and  me,  while 
jie  was  gone  the  second  time,  went 


into  the  parlour,  and  he  said  to 
me,  **  Hunt,  this  has  taken  such  an 
eflfect  of  me,  and  I  am  so  agitated, 
that  I  don't  know  what  to  do.** 
He  said,  «<What  will  my  wife 
think  ?""  I  observed  to  Mr.  Pro- 
bert—*' You  may  do  as  you  please 
about  going  to  bed ;  I  shall  not 
go  to  bed,  as  I  am  confident  I 
shall  not  be  able  to  sleep,  aftar 
having  heard  this  horrid  account 
from  John  ThurtelL  John  Thur- 
tell then  returned  to  us  in  the  par- 
lour, and  said  to  Mr.  Probert  and 
myself,  '^I  have  thrown  the  dead 
man  into  your  fish-pond."  "  Then 
by  — ,  Sir,"  said  Mr.  Probert,  "I 
must  insist  upon  your  immediate- 
ly going  and  takiilg  him  away  off 
my  premises,  for  such  condnct 
will  evidently  be  my  ruin."  Ma 
and  Mr.  Probert,  and  John  Thur- 
tell, went  to  the  pond,  where  we 
saw  the  toes  of  a  man,  or  at  least 
we  had  every  reason  to  believe  it 
was  a  man,  according  to  his  own 
statement.  John  Thurtell  then 
got  a  line  or  rope  and  threw  it 
round  the  £eet^  then  dra^;ed  it  to 
the  centre  of  the  pond.  John 
Thurtell  then  said  to  Mr.  Probert, 
<*  Don't  give  yourself  a  moment's 
uneasiness,  the  man  shall  not  re- 
main here  long — you  well  know, 
Probert,  that  I  would  not  do  any- 
thing that  would  injure  you  or 
your  &mily."  We  then  went 
into  the  parlour;  John  Thur- 
tell threw  himsdf  upon  some 
chairs;  Mr.  Probert  went  up  to 
his  wife,  I  believe;  I  sat  in  an 
arm  chair.  Next  morning,  after 
breakfast,  Mr.  Probert  said,  "  You 
are  going  to  town,"  to  me  and 
John  Thurtell,  "but  1  shall  ex- 
pect you  will  return  to-morrow 
(Sunday)  to  dinner,"  which  I  pro- 
mised, and  did.  Mr.  Probert  said 
to    John    Thurtell,    *'Mittd  and. 
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bring  a  piece  of  roast  beef  with 
yoUf  or  we  shall  have  nothing  for 
dinner."  We  then  left  the  cot- 
tage and  went  to  London.  I  left 
John  Thurtell  at  Mr.  Tetsell's 
(the  Coach  and  Horses)  with  his 
brother  Thomas.  On  Sunday 
morning  we  left  Mr.  Tetsell's  in 
a  horse  and  g^g,  taking  with  us  a 
piece  of  roast  beef  and  two  bot- 
tles of  rum.  John  Thurtell  said 
to  me,  when  we  got  as  far  as  Ty- 
burn, "  My  brother  Tom  is  a-head 
and  Thomas  Noyes."  (Thomas 
Noyes  is  the  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Probert.)  When  we  got  to  the 
bottom  of  Maida-hill,  we  took  up 
Thomas  Thurtell,  who  joined  us 
for  the  express-purpose  of  seeing 
bis  two  children,  that  had  been  on 
a  visit  to  Mr.  Probert's.  When 
we  had  travelled  three  or  four 
miles  from  Mslida-hill,  we  met 
Thomas  Noyed.  John  Thurtell 
got  out  of  the  gig,  leaving  me 
and  Thomas  Thurtell  togetlier  in 
it,  to  make  the  best  of  our  way*to 
the  cottage,  in  order  that  Thomas 
Thurtell  might  put  Mr.  Probert's 
horse  into  his  gig  to  fetdi  John 
Thurtell  and  Mr.  Noyes.  When 
we  arrived  at  the  cottage,  the 
horse  that  we  went  down  with  was 
taken  out  of  the  gig,  and  Mr. 
Probert's  put  in.  After  Thomas 
Thurtell  was  gone  to  fetch  Noyes 
md  John  Thurtell,  Mr.  Probert 
said  to  me,  "  I  have  not  had  a  mo- 
ment's peace  since  I  saw  you  last, 
in  consequence  of  that  man  lying 
in  my  pond."  My  reply  was,  "I 
am  sure  you  haVe  not  had  a  more 
restless  night  than  myself."  Short- 
ly  after  ^t,  Thomas  and  John 
Thurtell  and  Mr.  Noyes  arrived 
at  the  cottage.  We  then,  I  mean 
the  whole  four  of  us  (Hunt,  Tho^ 
mas  and  John  Thurtell,  and 
Noyes),  walked  across  a  ploughed 


field  into  a  lane,  and  returned  to 
the  cottage.  When  we  arrived  at 
the  cottage,  there  was  a  gentleman 
whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
believe  him  to  be  the  gentleman 
that  owns  the  estate,  came  in.  J. 
Noyes,  the  Thurtells,  and  myself 
walked  about  the  grounds  till  we 
were  called  in  by  one  of  Thomas 
Thurtell's  children  to  dinner. 
After  dinner  we  had  somis  rum 
andvater^  and  sat  for  the  space  of 
three  hours,  and  then  had  tea. 
After  tea  we  had  some  more  rum 
and  water,  and  then  went  to  the 
stables  to  see  the  horses.  We 
then  had  supper.  John  Thurtell, 
myself,  Thomas  Noyes,  and  Mr. 
Probert  sat  up  till  about  half-past 
one.  Mr.  Probert  and  Thomas 
Thurtell  then  went  to  bed,  leaving 
me,  John  Thurtell,  and  Noyes  up. 
About  half  an  hour  after  they  were 
gone  to  bed,  Thomas  Noyes  fol- 
lowed, leaving  John  Tlmrtell  and 
myself  in  the  parlour.  John 
Thurtell  desired  the  servant  to 
bring  in  some  coals.  I  said  to  J. 
Thurtell,  I  shall  lie  down  oh  the 
sofa.  He  said  he  would  sit  up 
and  smoke.  I  left  him  smoking 
by  the  fire,  with  his  back  towards 
me,  and  I  laid  down,  pulling  my 
great  coat  over  me.  About  half- 
past  six  in  the  morning  the  ser- 
vant came  into  the  room.  ^  J. 
Thurtell  asked  if  the  boy  Jem  waa 
up.  The  servant  said  **  No,  and 
it  was  a  great  shame  that  her  mas- 
ter,' Mr.  Probert,  should  keep 
such  a  boy' as  him  in  idleness." 
During  this  time,  Mr.  Probert 
came  down  stairs,  and  the  boy 
followed.  He  desired  the  boy  to 
put  the  horse  in  his  own  gig, 
which  was  done  immediately,  and 
Thomas  Thurtell  and  myself  came 
to  town,  bringing  with  us  the  boy 
they  called  "Jem."      When   we 
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got  as  far  as  the  Bald  Face  Stag, 
we  breakfasted.  From  thence  we 
went  to  Mr.  Tetsell's,  where  Tho- 
mas Thurtell  was  informed  that 
the  bail  he  had  put  in  was  not  ac- 
cepted. About  half-past  eleven 
I  called  at  my  mother's,  in  Cum- 
berland-street, New-road.  After 
1  had  seen  her,  going  from  the 
New-road  towards  the  Yorkshire 
Stingo,  I  met  John  Thurtell,  Tho- 
mas Noyes,  and  Miss  Noyes,  his 
pister.  John  Thurtell  asked  me 
if  the  bail  was  accepted?  I  said 
"  No."  He  then  got  out  of  the 
gig,  and  T.  Noyes  and  his  sister 
drove  away.  I  and  John  Thur- 
tell walked  to  Mr.  TetseH's. 
Thomas  Thurtell  asked  me  if  I 
would  return  on  that  day  and  in- 
form Mr.  Probert  that  his  bail 
had  been  refused,  to  which  I  con- 
sented; about  half-past  four  I 
started;  as  I  was  going  along 
John  Thurtell  came  to  the  end  of 
the  street  to  roe,  and  said,  *<If 
you  are  going  to  Probert's,  I 
may  as  well  go  with  you,  and  get 
that  man  away  "  (meaning  the  man 
that  was  left  in  the  pond).  I 
said,  **  If  you  are  going  upon 
that  business,  don't  expect  me  to 
aid  or  assist  in  any  way."  We  came 
and  stopped  at  this  house  ;  John 
Thurtell  had  a  glass  of  brandy 
and  water,  and  I  had  a  pint  of 
ale^;  we  then  left  this  house,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Probert's.  I  informed 
Mr.  Probert,  in  the  presence 
of  his  wife,  that  Thomas  Thurtell 
requested  me  to  come  down,  as 
that  evening,  to  kiM)w  whether  he 
could  appoifit  any  other  person  to 
become  bail?  Mr.  Probert  said, 
It  was  useless  for  him  to  write, 
for  that  he  would  be  up  in  town 
as  early  as  possible  the  following 
morning ;  we  then  had  part  of  a 
cold  duck  and  some  ale  ;  J<  Thur- 


tell then  called  Mr.  Probert  out ; 
Mr.  Probert  was  absent  about  ten 
minutes,  and  then  relumed  by 
himself;  shortly  after  that,  J 
Thurtell  asked  me  and  Mr.  Pro- 
bert, if  we  would  put  his  horse 
in  the  gig,  and  take  it  round  Co  the 
second  gate  ?  We  put  the  horse 
to,  and  did  so.  John  Thurtdl 
then  came  across  a  small  field, 
with  a  dead  man  in  a  sack,  with 
his  legs  hanging  oat;  he  theo 
asked  Mr.  Probert  to  assist  him 
to  put  the  dead  body  in  the  chaise, 
which  Mr,  Probert  refused  to  do; 
Mr.  Probert  immediately  ran 
away,  and  said  I  cannot  stop  any 
longer,  my  wife  will  think  it  very 
strange;  he  then  asked  me  to 
assist  him ;  I  refused,  saying,  the 
sight  of  a  dead  man  was  quite 
enough,  without  touching  it ;  John 
Thurtell  then  put  theccMpae  in  the 
chaise,  and  tied  thefeet  to  the  dash- 
ing iron ;  he  asked  me  if  I  would 
get  into  the  gig,  but  I  dedined, 
and  told  him  that  I  would  walk 
on,  and  he  would  overtake  me; 
when  I  got  within  a  short  distance 
of  this -house,  John  Thurtell  told 
me  that  he  had  thrown  the  c(»pse 
into  that  marshy  pond  I  had  just 
passed.  I  then  got  into  tlie  gig, 
and  left  John  Thurtell  about 
two  o'clock  that  morning,  at  the 
house  where  he  then  lodged,  and 
went  home  myself  immediately. 
That,  Gentlemen,  is  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  1  have  to  give  to- 
night. 

Coroner  —  You  have  nothing 
more  to  add  ? — No,  Sir. 

Coroner  —  Now,  Mr.  Hunt,  I 
will  ask  you  a  few  questions 
arising  out  of  your  statement, 
which  I  think  1  have  a  just  right 
to  do. 

The  following  examinatioov 
which  seemed  rather  to  arise  out 
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of  facts  which  hfid  previously 
come  to  the  Coroner's  knowledge* 
than  from  the  statement  just  con- 
cluded, then  took  place : — 

I  did  not  observe  that  you 
9tated  any  property  was  divided 
between  you? — ^There  were  six 
pounds  given  to  me,  which  I  con- 
sidered as  paying  me  for  my 
professional  duties. 

What  professional  duties? — I 
was  taken  down  there  to  sing  to 
Mr*  Probert  and  his  company. 

Who  gave  you  this  sum  ?—- » 
Mr.JohnThurtelL 

Did  he  give  money  to  any  one 
else? — He  gave  the  same  sum  to 
Mr.  Probert. 

Was  any  agreement  made  with 
you  by  Mr.  Probst  before  you 
went  out  of  town,  or  did  you  go 
down  of  yourself  ?  Didyougodown 
to  the  cottage  for  the  purpose  of 
singing  ?~Ye8,  Sir,  certamly. 

Did  you  sing? — Yes,  Sir* 

To  whom?-r-To  Mrs.  Probert, 
her  sister,  Thomas  and  John 
Thurtell,  and  Mr.  Noyes. 

Were  Mr.  Probert  and  Mr. 
John  Thurtell  in  th*e  room?— 
Yes,  Sir. 

What  day  was  this  ?-~This  was 
on  the  Friday  night,  or,  more  pro- 
perly speaking,  early  on  the  Sa- 
turday morning? — It  was  after 
tvrelve. 

Was  that  after  John  Thurtell 
came  into  the  room  and  informed 
you  and  Probert  that  the  murder 
had  been  committed  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  hear  John  Thurtell  say 
he  kept  six  pounds  for  himself?— 
No,  Sir. 

Then  after  John  Thurtell  had 
called  you  and  Probert  out,  and 
told  you  of  the  diabolical  deed, 
you  returned  quietly  to  sing  in 
the  parlour  ?— Yes,  Sir. 


How  long  were  you  absenit  ?-^- 
About  ten  minutes, 

And  no  further  conversation 
passed  about  the  murder? — None 
whatever.  I  was  introduced  to 
Mrs.  Probert;  she  knew  very 
well  on  what  business  I  had  come 
down. 

You  were  fully  aware  of  the 
murder  ? — I  was  not  fully  aware 
of  it.  I  was  told  of  it  by  John 
Thurtell. 

You  saw  the  watch  ?— Yes, 
and  I  thought  that  was  suspi* 
cious. 

In  the  presence  of  Mr.  J<^n 
Thurtell,  Mr.  Probert,  &c.  and 
tifler  the  former  had  told  you  he 
had  murdered  this  unfortunate 
person,  you  amused  yourself  with 
singing  ?— -Yes,  Sir. 

And  you  made  yourselves 
merry  during  the  evening  ?— 
Yes,  Sir. 

And  you  consider  that  die  6L 
you  received  was  for  your  exer- 
tions on  this  evening  ?— I  was 
there  on  the  Sunday. 

Did  you  consider  that  you  re- 
ceived the  6/.  for  no  other  reason  ? 
— No,  certainly  not. 

You  have  stated  that  you  saw 
the  pistols  bought,  and  that  Thur- 
tell said  they  were  for  shooting 
cats.  Afler  he  bought  them,  did 
nothing  pass  between  you  and 
him  ? — Nothing  whatever. 

Do  you  know  where  the  sack 
was  bought?— 'Yes. 

Who  bought  it  ?~I  did. 

Do  you  know  where  the  cord 
was  bought  ? — Yes. 

Who  bought  it?  I  did. 

You  received  the  6/.  from  Mr. 
John  Thurtell?— Yes; 

Where  did  he  take  it  from  ?•— 
From  a  pocket-book. 

Were  you  going  away  afleryou 
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got  the  6/.  imd  finiahed  your  pro-, 
fessional  labours  ?•**  No,  Sir,  it 
was  too  late  an  hour.  It  was  one 
or  two  in  the  morning.  It  was 
after  Mrs.  Probert  had  gone  to 
bed. 

He  did  not  take  the  money  from 
his  pocket  ? — ^No ;  it  was  from  a 
sort  of  note-case.  He  paid  Mr. 
Probert  with  a  6L  note  and  a 
sovereign. 

Do  you  know  what  he  gave  Mn 
Probert  money  for  ? — ^No»  Sir,  I 
do  not. 

Was  there  any  observation 
made  by  Mr;  John  Thurtell  when 
he  pud  this  money  ? — ^No. 

Notiiing  respecting  the  murder  ? 
—Nothing  passed  the  whole  of  the 
evraing  about  that  business. 

,  You  were  all  extremely  cheer- 
ful ?— Yes,  Sir. 

Did  you  see  a  purse  ? — John 
Thurtell  had  a  brown  silk  purse, 
•as  well  as  the  small  note-case. 

What  did  he  do  with  the 
note-case  ?— He  threw  it  in  the 
fire. 

What  did  he  do  with  the  purse  ? 
»— He  threw  that  in  the  fire  also. 

Did  you  see  any  papers  put  in 
the  fire?— There  was  i  little  bet- 
ting>book  put  in  the  fire. 

Then  it  was  given  to  you  as 
your  share  of  the  money  found  ? 
—Yes,  Sir. 

Wher«  did  you  hire  the  horse  f 
*— At  Probert's,  at  the  Golden 
Cross-yard;  no  relation  to  the 
prisoner  Probert. 

Then  you  do  not  know  from 
your  own  knowledge,  or  from  in- 
formation, what  became  of  the 
deceased's  clothes? — I  have  not 
the  slightest  knowledge. 

Had  you  ever  any  of  the  de- 
ceased's clothes  on  your  back  ?-<^ 
Never, 

On  Sunday  evening  had  you 


any  other  person's  clothes  on  ex- 
cept your  own  ?  —  On  Sunday 
evening. I  had  a  suit  of  black 
clothes  on  of  John  Thartell's. 

For  what  purpose  did  you  ex- 
change your  dress? — As  it  was 
Sun&y,  I  wished  to  appear  decent 
and  respectable. 

Were  you  given  to  understand 
the  clothes  you  put  on  in  Probert's 
house  on  the  Sunday  were  the  pro- 
perty of  the  murdered  man?— 
Why  yes,  I  have  since  been  given 
to  understand  so,  for  I  told  the 
o£Bcer  where  to  find  them. 

Did  you  go  up  with  John  Thar- 
tell,  when  he  went  to  London?— 
Yes,  Sir. 

Was  there  not  a  carpet  bag  pot 
into  the  gig  ?— When  we  left  Pro- 
bert's, there  was  a  carpet  bag  pat 
into  the  gig,  and  a  boxcoat  and  a 
gun,  and  a  powder-horn,  with  a 
shooting  jacket. 

Were  Uiere  any  other  things  in 
the  gig  when  he  left  the  Coach  and 
Horses  on  the  Friday  night?— 
No,  Sir. 

If  you  did  not  know  what  these 
things  were,  how  did  you  know 
how  to  give  a  description  of  them 
when  you  ordered  them  to  be  given 
up  ? — I  did  not  say  I  had  not  seen 
ihem. 

Then  you  knew  the  contents  of 
the  carpet  bag? -^  Yes;  John 
Thurtell  sorted  them  up,  and  put 
them  into  my  drawers,  and  de* 
sired  them  to  be  taken  care  of. 
The  bag  was  left  in  the  gig  ^ 
night,  and  was  brought  to  mj 
house  in  the  morning. 

Probert  was  brought  before  the 
Jury,  and  entered  into  a  full  state- 
ment of  his  connexion  with  the 
Thurtellaand  Hunt.  ^  He  admit- 
ted that  he  dined  with  them  on  w 
Friday  the  murder  took  place,  tf» 
conveyed  Hunt  down  to  his  house 
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in  his  chaise  at  the  request  of  John 
ThurteH;  that  he  put  Hunt  down 
a  short  distance  from  his  house, 
who  said  he  had  promised  to  meet 
John  Thurtell  there;  that  when 
he  arrived  at  his  gate,  John  Thur- 
tell met  him,  and  said,  "that  he 
had  killed  his  friend,  and  done  the 
trick  ;"  that  he  exclaimed  •'  Good 
God!  you  have  not  committed 
murder  V  that  the  body  was  after- 
wards removed  by  Hunt  and  John 
Thurtell  to  the  pond ;  that  he  lent 
John  Thurtell  sixjpoundsin  Lon* 
don,  where  they  dined  in  Conduit 
street,  and  received  six  pounds 
from  him  in  his  parlour  on  the 
night  of  the  murder,  when  John 
Thurtell  produced  a  note«case, 
ooDtaining  three  5L  notes,  and  a 
purse  containing  sovereigns,  and 
said,  '<  This  is  all  I  got  by  the 
job;"  that  the  body  was  subse- 
quently removed  by  John  Thurtell 
from  his  pond  to  another  place ; 
that  he  found  a  spade  on  his 
grounds,  and  that  Hunt  assisted 
in  removing  the  body.  He  then 
made  a  general  declaration  of  his 
innocence  of  the  murder,  and  pro- 
tested that  he  did  not  know  the 
man's  name,  who  or  what  he  was, 
and  never  had  seen  him  in  his  life- 

The  Coroner  addressed  the 
Jury  at  some  length,  and  they  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  Wilful  Murder 
against  John  Thurtdl  as  a  prrnci- 
pal,  and  against  Hunt  and  Probert 
as  accessaries  before  the  fact. 

Thurtell  and  Hunt  were  after- 
wards found  guilty,  Thurtell  was 
executed,  and  Hunt  respited  in 
consequence  of  the  evidence. 

SPAIN. 

Riego  has  been  tried. 
The   Second  Chamber  of  the 
Senores   Alcaldes  of  the  Royal 


Household  and  Court  have  just 
pronounced  the  following  sen- 
tence:— 

Don  Rafael  Riego  is  condemned 
to  the  punishment  of  the  gibbet. 
He  shall  be  conducted  to  the  place 
of  execution,  passing  through  the 
most  frequented  streets  of  the  ca- 
pital. His  property  shall  be  con- 
fiscated to  the  King;  he  is  be- 
sides condemned  in  the  costs  of 
ihe  suit. 

The  prisoner  has  been  placed 
at  ten  o'clock  this  morning  in  the 
chapel. 

Madrid^  JVov.  7. — Riego  was 
executed  this  morning.  He  asked 
pardon  of  the  King  and  the  peo- 
ple. An  immense  crowd  assem- 
bled round  the  place,  where  order 
was  perfectly  maintained.  The 
convict  was  not  insulted.  After 
the  execution,  the  only  thing  heard 
were  the  cries  of  **  Live  the 
King." 

llie  King  entered  Madrid  on 
the  15th. 

OBRMAHT. 

The  South  has  been  moat  dis- 
tressingly injured  by  inundadona 
7— many  villages  have  been  swept 
away. 

llie  Emperor  of  Russia,  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  and  the  King 
of  Prussia,  have  each  deprived  Sir 
R.  Wilson  of  the  orders  they  had 
conferred  upon  him. 

OaEECE. 

Zante,  Oct.  20.— The  citadel  of 
Acro-Corinth  surrendered  to  the 
Greeks  about  the  middle  of  Oct. 
The  garrison  is  to  be  transported 
to  the  Coast  of  Asia  Minor.  Co- 
ron  is  now  capitulating.  Tlie  for- 
tress of  Rethgmon,  in  the  Island 
of  Candia,  surrendered  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September.  A  Hydriot 
squadroa 
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squadron  is  expected  in  ^e  Gtitf 
of  Patras. 

DECEMBER. 

ORSAT  BRITAW. 

Pofygamy. — A  man  named  Mat- 
thews, who  has  for  the  last  year 
been  employed  in  this  city  aa  a 
journeyman  bell-hanger,  having 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  ayoung 
woman,  a  servant,  whom  he  under* 
stood  to  possess  a  little  money, 
gained  at  length  her  affections,  and 
they  were  married  at  Bristol.  Pre- 
viously to  returning  home,  Mat- 
thews went  to  an  ironmonger's, 
wjiere  he  selected  some  articles  to 
stock  his  intended  shop,  which  he 
desired  might  remain  till  sent  for, 
when  die  money  should  be  remitted ; 
but  took  with  him  knives  and  forks 
to  the  value  of  51.  They  then  re- 
turned to  Bath,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  about  four  days,  Matthews 
pretended  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  go  to  Birmingham 
to  make  purchasies,  and  prevailed 
on  his  wife  to  give  up  to  him  great 
part  of  her  money :  he  then  left 
her,  and  has  not  since  been  heard 
of  1  The  poor  young  woman,  after 
waiting  some  time  for  his  return, 
applied  for  information  to  the  per- 
sons with  whom  he  previously 
lodged,  who  informed  her  that  he 
had  left  Bath  entirely,  and  was 
gone  home  to  his  wife  and  femily 
at  Birmingham.  This  atrocious 
conduct  is  but  part  of  this  wretch's 
villainy :  he  had  actually  but  a  few 
days  before  married  another  young 
woman  in  Bristol,  whom  he  aban- 
doned in  a  similar  manner.  He 
was  likewise  in  treaty  of  mar- 
riage with  a  young  woman  of  De- 
vizes, who  gave  up  a  good  situation 
with  the  intention  of  being  married 
to  him. — Bath  Herald. 


Tliere  are  at  present  building  ia 
Sunderland  nearly  40  sail  of  d^ps, 
principally  about  200  tons  register, 
and  upwards.  Forty-five  new 
vessels  have  been  registered  in 
the  port  during  1823.~DiMi/Het 
Courier. 

A  meeting  was  held  to  receive 
the  report  of  a  Comxnittee  who  bad 
undertaken  to  investigate  the  pro- 
ject of  Mr.  Williamsy  for  making 
siib-ways.  It  appeared  that  Mr. 
Davies  Gilbert,  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor, 
and  Sir  William  Congreve,  had 
considered  the  plan,  and  did  not 
think  it  altogether  impracticable. 
Oh  the  suggestion,  however,  of 
Mr.  Alderman  Garratt  (the  chair- 
man of  the  meeting),  that  the  de- 
tails were  not  sufficiently  matured, 
the  meeting  adjourned  for  three 
months. 
Discorery  of  a  Roimm  Totpii,  ht*-^ 

(From  the  CaUdoman  Mercmy.y^ 
n  the  parish  of  Strathmiglo,  Fife- 
shire,  there  were  hitely  dug  uy^ 
within  four  feet  of  the  surface,  six 
bronze  vessels  of  different  capaci- 
ties, from  1|  mutchkin  Scots,  to  10 
pints  Scots,  Of  20  galloBs  Engliib» 
unquestionably  ofRomaa  antiquity. 
These,  however,  have  proved  to  be 
only  a  presage  to  still  greater  and 
more  important  discoveries  re« 
cently  made.  A  Roman  town,  the 
Urbs  Orea  of  Tacitus  and  Ptolemy, 
so  long  the  object  of  the  most 
anxious  researches  of  the  sealouf 
antiquary,  has  been  also  discovered 
at  a  short  distance,  consisting  of 
about  30  houses,  in  three  rows, 
whose  foundations  are  yet  dis- 
tinctly visible,  with  the  fragments 
of  three  or  four  different  specimens 
of  urns,  found  about  these  an- 
cient ruins.  About  a  mile  west, 
nearly  40  bronze  Roman  milittfy 
weapons  of  di£krent  kinds  have 
been  found  all  lying  together.    A 
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Hide  to  the  hortli,  a  Roman  urn, 
and  two  Roman  ooinsi  have  been 
recently  picked  up,  one  of  them 
the  Emperor  Domitian's  coins,  in 
exceUent  preservation,  which,  with 
one  of  the  foresaid  vessels,  and 
four  of  said  military  weapons,  are 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  writer 
of  this  article.  What  appeared  to 
be  most  remarkable  about  the  new 
discovered  town  Orea,  is  a  stu* 
pendous  triangular  taUe,  cut  out  of 
the  freestone  rock,  upon  a  pedestal 
and  pillar,  and  standing,  withhttle 
alteration,  as  the  Romans  had  left 
it.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  table 
to  the  Sun,  and  an  inseparable  ap« 
pendage  to  all  the  Roman  towns. 

20. — Between  the  hours  of  five 
and  six  in  the  evening,  as  Henry 
Medlicott,  Esq.  and  his  lady  were 
returning  home  to  their  house  in 
Charlotte-street,  Fitzroy-square, 
he  was  accosted  by  a  man  who 
craved  assistance  of  a  pecuniary 
nature,  in  terms  of  urgent  impor- 
tunity. Mr.  Medlicott,  from  the 
itWow'k  appearance,  did  not  by  any 
means  conceive  him  an  object  cal- 
culated to  excite  much  compassion : 
he  was  young,  hale,  and  hearty,  to 
all  appearance  equal  to  any  ordinary 
labour.  And  he  therefore  told  him 
that  he  would  not  relieve  him,  and 
said,  that  if  a  man  was  inclined  to 
work,  he  need  never  want  employ- 
ment in  London.  The  fellow  con- 
tinued to  press  for  some  aid,  al- 
leging, in  reply  to  Mr.  Medlicott's 
remark,  that  he  had  sought  work 
at  several  places,  but  could  not 
procure  any,  and  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  do  any  sort  of  labour  sooner 
than  beg  or  starve.  The  gentle- 
man, however,  declined  giving  him 
money  in  a  very  peremptory  man- 
ner, adding,  tlmt  he  need  neither 
starve  nor  beg,  even  tliougb  he  did 
not  work;   he  should  go  to  the 


parish  officers,  and  they  would  re- 
lieve him,  but  he  considered  that 
it  would  be  very  wrong  to  give 
promiscuous  alms,  as  it  encouraged 
idleness  by  contributing  to  the  sup- 
port of  an  idler.  Mr.  Medlicott 
and  his  lady  had  just  then  reached 
the  top  of  London-street,  when  the 
wretch  struck  Mr.  Medlicott  a 
blow  on  the  back  part  of  the  head 
with  a  stone,  or  some  heavy  weight, 
which  was  fastened  at  the  bottom 
of  a  bag  or  stocking  which  the  fel- 
low carried  in  his  hand,  no  doubt 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  The 
gentleman  fell,  stunned  by  the 
stroke,  and  his  lady  dropped  be- 
side him,  almost  equally  insensible. 
When  Mt»  Medlicott  sunk  on  Uie 
ground,  the  villain  snatdied  at  his 
watch,  whichbeingsuspended  from 
the  neck  by  a  strong  steel  chain, 
the  tug  was  ineffectual  as  to  the 
article  itself,  though  a  great  part 
of  the  chain  (a  gold  one),  together 
with  the  appendages  of  seals,  keys, 
&c.  became  the  prise  of  the  robber, 
who  ran  down  London-street,  and 
crossed  Tottenham-eourt-road.  Mr. 
Medlicott  and  his  lady  were  taken 
home,  and  the  wound  being  ex* 
amined  by  a  medical  gentleman, 
he  pronounced  it  of  no  very  great 
moment.  For  the  lady,  however, 
his  apprehensions  were  more 
strongly  awakened,  as  she  con- 
tinued in  hysterics  and  intermittent 
faintings  for  nearly  an  hour.  She 
was  far  advanced  in  pregnancy. 

21 . — At  eight  o'clock,  according 
to  annual  custom,  a  large  quantity 
of  bread  and  cheese  was  distributed 
at  Paddington  church  amongst  the 
populace :  the  ass^hiblage  was  im- 
mense, and  the  scramble  to  obtain 
it  was  beyond  conception.  On 
former  years  it  used  to  be  thrown 
from  the  belfry  of  the  church 
amongst  the  crowd ;  but  owing  to 
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the  oonfasion  and  many  acddentf 
occasioned  thereby,  the  present 
mode  was  adopted  in  its  stead; 
This  custom,  which  has  long  beeq 
observed  on  the  Sunday  preceding 
Christmas-day,  had  its  origin,  we 
are  informed,  in  the  will  of  two  old 
maiden  sisters  (paupers),  who,  trar 
veiling  to  London  to  claim  an  estate, 
which  they  afterwards  gained,  and 
being  much  distressed,  were  first 
Teheved  at  Paddington. 

28. — Matuion^house. — J.  Smith, 
a  beggar,  about  53  years  of  age, 
who  has  been  frequently  char^^ 
at  all  the  police-offices  in  the  me- 
tcopolis,  was  brought  before  the 
Lord  Mayor  under  circumstances 
which  prove  that  his  love  of  the 
ait  of  mendicity  has  perhaps  never 
been  equalled  ever  since  the  poor 
laws  were  framed.  It  was  stated 
that  the  defendant  had  been  re- 
peatedly clothed  at  Bridewell  and 
other  places,  and  provided  with 
work, which,ho wever ,  he  abandoned 
the  moment  the  eye  of  the  task- 
master was  turned  from  him.  His 
next  proceeding  was  to  sell  all  his 
gOoi,i;\oih^i  ,tp  decorate  himself 
widi  rags,  and  to  take  his  station, 
and  reiterate  his  importunities  for 
a  trifle, "  for  God's  sake,  for  a  poor 
man  out  of  work." 

The  Lord  Mayor  asked  him  how 
often  he  had  been  in  prison  for 
begging? 

Beggar.— -^I  can't  recollect — 
often  and  often. 

the  Lord  Mayor,— Where  ? 

Beggar. — Every  where. 

The  Lord  Mayor. — ^You  have 
been  at  the  tread-mill  ? 

Beggar.--^God  bless  you:  yes. 

Tlie  Lord  Mayor. — You  didn't 
like  it;  did  you? 

Beggar. — By  no  means. 

The  Lord  Mayor.— Have  you 
ever  been  whipped? 


Beggar.— That  I  have. 

The  Lord  Mayor.--Often  ? 

^gg^^  (pausing).— Why  three 
or  four  times ;  but  I  wouldn't  swear 
it  wasn't  five  times. 

The  Lord  Mayor.— And  you 
wouldn't  work  after  that? 

Beggar.— I  went  to  my  old  busi- 
ness. 

The  Lord  Mayor. — I  must  a&ad 
you  to  prison.  You  are  the  most 
desperate  beggar  in  this  coun* 
try. 

Beggar.— As  yon  did  have  me 
taken  up,  I  am  glad  your  worship 
did  it  on  Wednesday,  for  I  got  a 
pound  of  your  worship's  hee£,  and 
bread  and  beer,  on  Christmas  day, 
without  doing  any  thing  for  it,  and 
I  thank  your  worship  for  it,  and 
hope  to  get  the  same  next  Christ- 
mas-day. 

The  defendant  was  then  sent  to 
the  House  of  Correction  for  three 
months,  to  hard  labour. 

Packets  to  Buenos  Ayrtif  Ac- 
Government  has  determined  tQ  es- 
tablish direct  communication  be- 
tween this  country  and  South 
America,  by  means  of  regidar 
packets,  which  are  to  sail  from 
Falmouth  direct  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
from  which  place  the  le^teia  for 
Peru,  Chili,  &c.  will  be  forwarded 
by  land.  The  following  vessels 
have  been  appointed  for  this  ser- 
vice :--4he  Magnet^  RhuiUOf  Bea^ 
gkt  EmuiouSf  Plover^  Cygnei^  and 
King's^her ;  they  are  to  be  com- 
mai^d  by  Lieutenants  of  the 
Navy,  and  we  understand  that 
Lieuts.  Cooke,  Croodwin,  Moore, 
Jenniags,  and  Henderson,  have 
already  been  iqppointed ;  the  first 
mail  is  to  be  despatched  for  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  2nd  of  January^  and 
a  paeket  will  afterwaids  sail  the 
first  Tuesday  in  each  montL — 
West  Briitm. 

France 
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4th. — Dr.  Castaing  the  physician 
was  executed  at  Paris  for  poison- 
ing Ballet, 

SPAIN.  . 

The  King  has  been  petitioned 
by  the  Bishop  of  Taragora  and  his 
prelates  to  reestablish  the  Inqui« 
sition. 

OCEMARY. 

The  Dance  of  Torches. — Berlin^ 
Dec.  3. — ^Of  all  the  entertainments 
which  have  taken  place  in  this  ca- 
pitalj  on  the  occasion  of  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Prince  Royal  with  the 
Princess  of  Bavaria,  none  appeared 
so  extraordinary  to  foreigners  as 
the  dance  of  Torches  (FakeUanz.) 
It  was  executed  after  the  grand 
marriage  feast,  in  the  following 
manner: — ^*<The  Royal  Family, 
followed  by  all  the  personages  who 
had  partook  of  the  feast  at  separate 
tables,  proceeded  to  the  white  sa- 
loon. The  dance  was  immediately 
opened  by  the  Privy  Councillor, 
Marshal  of  the  Court,  the  Baron 
de  Maltzahn,  bearing  his  baton  of 
order.  After  him  followed  two 
and  two,  according  to  seniority  of 
rank,  the  Privy  Councillors  and 
the  Ministers  of  sUte,  bearing  wax 
torches.  The  august  bride  and 
bridegroom  preceded  the  above 
dancers^  and  walked  round  the  sa^ 
loon>  The  Princess  Royal  stopped 
before  the  King,  and  making  him 
a  profound  reverence,  invited  him 
to  dance.  After  having  danced 
one  turn  with  his  Majest;y,  she 
danced  witb  all  the  Princes.  The 
Prince  Royal,  in  like  manner, 
danced  with  aU  the  Princesses. 
After  the  ball,  the  Royal  Family 
passed  into  the  apartment  of  Fre- 
derick I.,  where  the  Grand  Mis- 
tress, Countess  of  Norde,  distri- 
buted the  garter  of  the  bride. 


DENMAUX. 

4th.— Dr.  Herbert  and  thirty- 
four  physicians  deposed  to  the  fact 
of  274  needles  being  extracted 
from  the  body  of  a  yoang  woman 
at  Copenhagen. 

ORSBCB. 

Extract  of  a  Letter^  dated  Zante^ 
Oct.  28,  1825.— «*  It  will  not  be 
without  interest  you  wlQ  learn  that 
Corinth  has  just  delivered  itself  up 
by  capitulation  to  the  Greeks.  The 
Turks  have  endeavoured  to  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  fortress 
of  Mbsolonghi,  that  was  before  so 
well  defended  by  the  Prince  Mav- 
Tocordato ;  their  attempts  will  be 
without  avail ;  6000  men  now  oc- 
cupy this  fortress,  and  if  they  were 
reduced  to  1500,  they  could  de- 
fend it.  Colocotroni  is  to  march 
with  a  certain  number  to  defend 
the  siege,  and  the  Hydriots  have 
just  sailed  to  repulse  the  assail- 
ants." 

Lord  Byron  has  paid  100,000 
piastres  into  the  Treasury  at  Hy- 
dra, in  aid  of  the  Greek  canse. 

WEST   INDIES. 

The  diabolical  system  of 
Slavery  must  earlier  or  later  work 
its  own  down&ll.  In  the  short 
space  of  time  which  the  insurreo-i 
tion  at  Demerara  occupied,  more 
iniquitous  and  cruel  acts  were 
committed  than  it  might  have^ 
been  supposed  such  space  would 
have  allowed ;  between  8  and  500 
Negroes  lost  their  lives.  Their, 
false  evidence  was  most  treacher- 
ously taken  under  the  implied 
promise  of  pardon,  which*  wiwn 
the  poor  creatures  found  was  not 
fulfUled,  they  afterwards  recanted. 
Mr.  Smith  the  Missionary  was 
arrested,  and  confined  in  a  most 
arbitrary  and  unconstitutional 
manner— 
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manner'— neither  his  papers,  nor 
any  friendly  communication  al- 
lowed bim-— tried  by  a  court  mar- 
tial ;  and,  just  as  his  majesty's  or- 
der for  his  liberation  arrived,  he 
had  died  in  his  prison  a  martyr  to 
the  cause  in  which  he  had  engaged ! 

From  Barbadoes,  we .  have  the 
following : 

Great  and  figwd  triumph  over 
Methodism,  and  total  Vestruc' 
tion  of  the  Chapel! 

Bridge-Town,  Tuesday, 
Oet.  21,  1823. 
The  inhabitants  of  tins  island 
are  respectftdly  informed,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  unmerited  and 
unprovoked  attacks  which  have 
repeatedly  been  made  upon  the 
community  by  the  Methodist  Mis- 
tionaries  (otherwise  known  as 
agents  to  the  villainous  African 
l^dety),  a  party  of  respectable 
gentlemen  formed  the  resolution 
of  dosing  the  Methodist  concern 
altogether:  with  this  view  they 
conmienced  laboiurs  on  Sunday 
evening,  and  they  have  &e  great- 
est satisfaction  in  announcing  that 
by  1 2  o'dock  last  night  they  effect- 
ed the  total  destruction  of  the 


To  this  information  they  have 
to  add,  that  the  Missionary  made 
his  escape  yesterday  afternoon  in 
a  ismall  vessel  for  St.  Vincent ; 
tbereby  avoiding  that  expression 
of  the  public  feeling  towards  him, 
personally,  which  hphad  so  richly 
deserved. 

It  is  hoped  that,  as  this  informa- 
lion  will  be  circulated  throughout 
the  di£&rent  islands  and  colonies, 
sH  persons  who  consider  them- 
selves true  lovers  of  religion,  will 
follow  the  laudable  example  of 
the  Barbadians,  in  puttinff  an  end 
to   Methodism    and    Methodist. 


chapels    throughout     the   West 
Indies. 

Copy  of  Sir  Henty  Wardis  wo- 
CMnui^um,  as  %i  appeared  h 
''  The  Barbadian"  Newspaper  (f 
theftStdof  October,  182d:— 

Barbadoes, 

Whereas  it  has  been  represent- 
ed to  me  that  a  riotous  assemblj 
collected  at  the  Wesleyan  Cb&pel 
on  Sunday  night,  the  19th,  and 
Monday  night,  the  20th  instant, 
and  proceeded  to  demolish  the 
bmlding,  which  they  completely 
destroyed :  And  whereas  if  such 
an  outrageous  violation  of  all  law 
and  <Hrder  be  suffered  to  pass  un- 
punished, no  man  will  be  safe 
either  in  person  or  property ;  since 
when  the  very  ends  of  civil  asso- 
ciation are  thus  defeated — ^the  peo- 
ple, finding  the  laws  too  feeble  to 
afibrd  them  protection,  must  court 
the  favour  of  the  mob,  and  remain 
entirely  at  their  mercy ;'  in  such 
a  state  of  things  the  laws  are  only 
a  scourge  to  the  weak :  and  where- 
as, in  a  society  constituted  as  this 
is,  the  very  worst  tx>n8equeDoe8 
are  to  be  apprehended  from  such 
evil  example : 

I  do  therefore,  by  and  with  die  ad- 
vice of  his  Majesty's  Council,  here- 
by ofibr  a  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  any  person  or  per-- 
sons  who  will  give  such  informa- 
tion as  will  lead  to  the  conviction 
of  any  person  or  persons  concern- 
ed in  the  aforesaid  riotous  pro- 
ceedings. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal 
at  Arms  at  Government  House, 
this  22d  day  of  October,  1825, 
and  in  the  fourth  year  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's reign. 
God  save  the  King ! 

By  His  Excellency's  command, 

W,  Husbands,  Dep.  See. 

Bridge- 
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Bridge-Tiyam,  Thursday^  Oct^S. 

Whereas  a  proclamation  having 
speared  in  The  Barbadian  news- 
paper of  yesterday,  issued  by  or- 
der of  his  Excellency  the  Goyemor» 
offering  a  reward  of  100/.  for  the 
conviction  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons concerned  in  the  said-to-be 
riotous  proceedings  of  the  19th 
and  20th  inst.;  public  notice  is 
hereby  given  to  such  person  or 
persons  who  may  feel  inclined, 
either  from  pecuniary  temptation 
or  vindictive  feeling,  that  should 
they  attempt  to  come  forward  to 
injure,  in  any  shape,  any  individual, 
they  shall  receive  diat  punishment 
which  their  crimes  will  justly  de- 
serve. They  are  to  understand 
that  to  impeach  is  not  to  convict, 
and  that  the  reward  offered  will 
only  be  given  npon  conviction, 
which  cannot  be  effected  whilst 
the  people  are  firm  to  themselves. 

And  whereas  it  may  appear  to 
those  persons  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  circumstances  which  oc- 
casioned the  said  proclamation, 
tbat  the  demolition  of  the  chapel 
was  effected  by  the  rabble  of  this 
community,  in  order  to  create 
anarchy,  riot,  and  insubordination, 
to  trample  upon  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  to  subvert  good  order: 
It  isconsicfered  an  imperative  duty 
to  repel  the  charge,  and  to  state-- 
firstly,  that  the  majority  of  the 
persons  assembled  were  of  the  first 
respectability,  and  were  supported 
by  the  concurrence  of  9-10th8  of 
the  community;  secondly,  that 
their  motives  were  patriotic  and 
loyal — namely,  to  eradicate  from 
this  soil  the  germ  of  Methodism, 
which  was  spreading  its  baneful 
influence  over  a  certain  dass,  and 
which  ultimately  would  have  in- 
jured both  Church  and  State.  With 
this  view  the  chapel  was  demolish- 
edf  and  the  villainous  preacher  who 


heade4  it,  and  belied  us,  was  com- 
pelled by  a  speedy  flight  to  remove 
himself  from  the  island. 

With  a  fixed  determination, 
therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  Method.* 
ism  in  this  island,  all  Methodist 
preachers  are  warned  not  to  ap- 
proach these  shores ;  as,  if  they  do, 
it  will  be  at  their  own  peril. 
God  save  the  King,  and  the  people. 
The  sute  of  the  case  was  this:— -^ 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Shrewsbury, 
the  methodist  preacher,  in  his 
correspondence  with  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  represented  Barbadoes 
as  an  island  of  infitmous  blasphe- 
my, it  being  no  uncommon  occur- 
rence to  hear  children,  as  soon  as 
they  are  able  to  speak,  curse  their 
parents ;  and,  generally  speaking, 
they  were  of  most  unruly  dispo- 
sitions and  inclinations.  And  as 
to  the  adults,  it  appeared  to  him 
as  though  the  sun  of  religion  had 
never  shed  its  rays  on  their  heads : 
he  made  but  few  exceptions  to 
this  sweepii^^  calumny  (in  fiivour 
of  persons  who  permitted  him  to 
preach  to  their  negroes).  The 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Shrewsbury 
had  made  such  communications, 
and  which  he  did  not  attempt  to 
refute,  created  a  great  sensation 
to  his  prejudice  in  the  public 
mind ;  and  many  idle  persons  col* 
lected  about  the  Wesleyan  chapel, 
evening  afler  evening,  breaking 
the  windows,  dirowing  squibs  and 
crackers  in  at  the  door,  riding  to 
and  fro  on  horseback,  and  salutfaig 
the  congregation  assembled  for 
devotional  purposes  with  catcalls,' 
whistles,  blowing  of  horns,  and 
every  description  of  oflfensive 
noise.  Mr.  Shrewsbury  was  un- 
dismayed by  these  proceedings, 
and  continued  to  assemble  his 
flock.  This  infuriated  the  mob  to 
such  a  degree,  that  they  became 
ungovernable,  and  a  paper  signed 

Z. 
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Z.  was  handed  about  on  Satnrdayt 
inviting  the  rabble  to  meet  at  the 
chapel-door  at  seven  o'clock, 
armed  with  pick-axes,  swords, 
crows*  saws,  hatchets,  &c.:  ac- 
cordingly, about  1000  head- 
strong fellows  did  assemble,  and 
began  to  demolish  the  chapel,  and 
by  twelve  at  night  had  completely 
annihilated  the  building,  carrying 
off  in  their  flight  all  the  materials, 
so  that  at  day-break  not  a  piece  of 
wood  was  to  be  found  near  the  ^pot. 
Not  only  in  this  case,  but  ge- 
neraUy,  the  utmost  contempt  has 
been  shewn,  and  insult  offered,  to 
the  government  of  the  country. 

AXBUCA. 

The  President's  message  has 
been  received,  and  speaks  of  ge- 
neral prosperity. 

The  American  Hermii.— {From 
the  Newhaven  Herald,  a  United 
States  paper.] — ^Died,  on  the  East 

Rock,  in  this  town, Turner, 

nsuaUy  called  <'The  Hermit." 
This  singular  bebg  had  for  a 
number  of  jears  lived  in  seclusion 
on  the  top  of  this  rock,  the  ascent 
to  which  is  both  difficult  and  te- 
dious. His  residence  was  a  ca- 
bin, built  of  earth  and  stone,  with 
an  aperture  which  served  both  as 
an  entrance  and  a  chimney*  At 
the  extremity  of  this  cabin  was 
his  bed,  composed  of  husks  and 
boughs,  where,  on  Sunday,  the 
Snd  instant,  he  was  found  dead. 
An  inquest  was  held  on  his  body, 
whose  verdict  waa — "That  he 
died  by  the  visitation  of  God." 
His  person  was  covered  with  rags, 
and  in  that  part  of  them  which 
served  as  his  trowsera  there  was 
found,  strongly  sewed  in  triple 
folds,  upward  of  forty  dollars  in 
.silver,  which  seems  to  show,  that 
though  he  had  renounced  the 
world,  the  love  of  gain  was  still 


inherent.  The  only  compeniooaof 
his  retirement  were  two  or  three 
sheep,  which  he  fed  with  care» 
and  th^  enjoyed  all  his  tender- 
ness. He  was  extremely  taciturn 
in  his  manner,  communicated  lit- 
tle to  inquirers,  and  was  both  ig- 
norant and  repulsive.  In  winter 
he  appeared  frequently  at  the 
doors  of  the  citiiens,  with  a  bas- 
ket ;  asked  for  nothing,  spoke  lit- 
tle ;  but  whatever  was  given  him 
he  took  away  quietly.  The  only 
food  found  in  bis  tenement,  was 
two  or  three  birds,  picked  for 
cooking,  and  a  few  potatoes.  We 
believe  he  was  a  native  of  some 
of  the  neighbouring  towns,  but  of 
his  early  life,  or  the  motives  which 
led  him  to  seek  such  an  uncom- 
fortable asylum  from  the  vanities 
of  life,  we  have  no  knowledge. 

Baltimore,  Oct.  15^ — Caraccaa 
papers,  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Gazette,  state,  that  the  Con- 
gress of  Colombia  has  granted  to 
Juan  Bernardo  Elbers,  the  exclu- 
sive privilege  of  navigating  the 
river  Af  agduena  with  steam  boats 
for  twenty-one  years.  It  seems  to 
have  been  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  this  desirable  and  important 
object  could  in  no  other  way  be 
at  present  obtained,  and  Ifr, 
Elbers  was  the  successful  candi- 
date over  many,  in  consequence  of 
his  binding  himself  not  only  to 
establish  steam-boats,  but  to  open 
roads  and  canals,  whidb  will  render 
the  passage  from  Carthagena  and 
Santa  Martha  into  the  interior 
provinces  and  to  the  capital,  Bo- 
gota, open,  safe,  and  expeditious. 
The  undertaking  to  commence  in 
one  year  from  the  passing  of  the 
law,  which  grants  various  fiicih'ties 
for  carrying  on  the  different  works 
connected  with  it,  and  exclusive 
advantages  to  the  men  who  may 
labour  in  their  accomplishment. 
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MARRIAGES  in  the  if  ear  1883. 

January.  At  Su  George's, 
Hanover-sqaare,  the  Hon.  Major- 
general  Fermor,  only  brother  of 
the  Earl  x>£  Pomfret,  to  Miss 
Borough,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Borough,  Bart,  of  Port- 
land-place, and  niece  to  Lord 
Viscount  Lake. 

February.  At  Naples,  at  the  pa- 
lace of  the  English  Ambassador, 
George  W.  Aubrey,  Esq.  only  son 
of  Major  George  Aubrey,  of  Bre- 
con, Brecknockshire^  Wales,  to 
Elizabeth  Anne,  eldest  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  George  Henry  Monk,  tod 
niece  and  adopted  dai4^ter  of  the 
Hon.  James  Monk,  Chief  Justice 
of  Montreal,  Lower  Canada. 

At  the  chapel  of  the  British 
Ambassador  at  P^ris,  Robert 
Woodhouse,  Esq.,  President  of 
Caius  College,  and  Plumian  Pro- 
fessor of  Astronomy  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge^  to  Harriet, 
daughter  6f  the  late  William 
Wilkins,  Esq. 

At  St.  George's,  Hanover- 
square,  Chas.  Ardiur  Gore  Esq., 
of  the  1st  Regiment  of  Life 
Guards,  to  Catherine  Frances,' 
youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Chas.  Moody^  Esq. 

At  Castle-hill,  the  seat  of 
Earl  Fortescue,  Major  Hamlyn 
Williams,  of  the  7th  Hussars,  son 
of  Sir  J.  H.  Williams,  Bart,  of 
Edwinsford,  Carmarthenshire!  to 
Lady  Mary  Fortescue. 

At  St.  Pancras  church,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Moore^  the  Rev.  Harry 
West,  rector  of  Berwick,  and 
vicar  of  Laughton,  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  to  Louisa,  daughter  of 
the  lat^  Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart. 


At  Mrs.  Walker's,  George- 
street*  Edinburgh,  by  the  Rev. 
Sir  Henry  Moncrieff  Wellwood, 
Bart.,  John  Hall,  Esq.  eldest  son 
of  Sir  James  Hall  of  Dunglass, 
Bart.,  to    Miss   Juliana  Walker, 

Joungest    daughter   of  the  lat6 
ames  Walker,  Esq.,  of  Dabry, 
Principal  Clerk  of  Session. 

On  the  12th  inst.,  at  Bow 
Church,  Middlesex,  by  the. Rev. 
Dr.  Macleod,  rector  of  St.  Ann's 
Westminster,  and  afterwards,  at 
Grove-hall,  in  the  presence  of  his 
Excellency  the  Swedish  Ambas- 
sador, by  the  Rev.  J.  PT  WaUin, 
chaplain  to  the  Swedish  Embassy, 
Captain  C.R.  Nordenskjold,  eldest 
son  of .  Baron  Nordenskjold,  of 
Fareby,  in  Sweden,  aiid.  Masby, 
in  Finland,  to  Mai'garet,  youngest 
daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr. 
Lindsey,  of  Grove-halh 
.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Riffht  Hon. 
Lord'Dunsany  to  the  Hon.  Miss 
Kinnaird* 

March:  AtMarylebone  church, 
by  the  Rev.  John  Mitford,  of 
Benhall,  Suffolk,  Henry  Revel! 
Reynolds,  jun.,  Esq.  son  of  Henry 
Revell  Reynolds,  Esq.  Chief  Com- 
missioner of  the  Court  for  the 
Relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors,  to 
Mary  Anne,  fourth  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Edward  KnatchbuU, 
Bart.^  of  Mersham-hatch,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  eldest 
daughter  of  the  Dowager  Lady 
Knatchbull,  of  Wimpole-9treet. 

April.  In  Lower  Brook-street, 
bv  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of 
York,  Emma  Agnes,  the  second 
daughter  of  Henry  Howard,  of 
Corby-castle,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Lord  Petre. 

(E )  Captain 
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Captarn  James  Lindsay,  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards,  eldest  son  of 
the  Hon.  Robert  Lindsay  of  Bal- 
Carres,  to  Anne,  eldest  daughter 
of  Sir  Coutts  Trotter^  of  Gros- 
▼enor-square^  Bart. 

W.  B.  Baring,  Esq.  eldfest  son  of 
Alex.  Baring,  Esq.  M^  P.,  to  Ladjr 
Harriet  Mary  Montagu,  4&ughtaf 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

By  t^e  Bev.  John  Bucban,  epis- 
copal minister  of  KirriemiUr,  Jciibii 
"^Ifeclderburn,  {Isq.,  to  the  Hon. 
Lady  Helen  Ogilvy^  yqiingesl 
daughter  of  the  lat^,  ap^  filter  of 
the  present,  Earl  of  A>idy. 

.jyj^«  On  the  Xst  inst..  a^  St% 
Lifl^e'Si  Cbobea,  Charles  Schreiberi 
£s^,  qf  Hinchelsea-lodge,  Hants, 
to  AmeU^ii  ^deat  daughtei:  of 
Maior-gen^ral  Sir  Jtolm  Cameron, 
ILCJB. 

June.  At  Wajcot  church,  Bath, 
J[ohn  Cniacke,  Esq.,  of  Baughton, 
Cheshire,  to  Anne^  only  ^aii^htev 
of  the  late^Wm*  Pierre{K>nt»  Esq.) 
Rcar-Admiral  of  Uie  BIue»  df 
Fapley -*  l^ill^  in  the  county  of 
Surrey. 

^t  Marylehone  ehurc^^  J.  D. 
Fi^^erald^  Esq.,  Deputy  As^ist- 
an^  Commissary-Geneital  )Q  the 
mcef  ^  i|p.  Mary  Ahn,  only  daughT 
ter  of  tjbe  late  R.  Fulloc,  Esq., 
of  Ycjr^-^tTeet,  Portiuan-square^ 

Jf^r,  ]^.  Pw^,Esq.M.T..fQf 
the  comity  pf  Herefora,  to  Mary 
Anne  Elisiaheth,  youngest  daugh- 
teio(  thi^  late  Key.  pp.  Pfi,ce» 
Piel^ndaf y  of  Purliam. 

At  Nuneaton^  Vedra  Breda,  the 
celebra^  In4>^  ^'^S^^^ii  ^ 
Sarah,  ^i^^th  daughtei;  of  Hr.  S. 

Tl^e.  Hjon.  Mr.  Henry  LasceQea, 
aeconi  s^pn  pf  the  ^art  and  Coun^ 
less  of  iiare^oodt  to  Ladjr  Louisa, 
l*b}^&^  ^econd.  eldes/t  daughter 
of  the  Marqui^  an^  JiUifchipkf^ 
iff  Ratlv 


At  Otley,  LieuL-general  Sir 
Edward  Barnes,  K.  C.  B.,  Grover- 
nor  of  Ceylon,  to  Maria,  eldest 
danghter  of  Walter  Fawkes,  ¥U^^ 
of  Farnley.hall,  in  the  coimty  of 
York. 

August.  At  St..  QeQrge*8, 
Hanqver-square,  Frederick  Alex- 
ander, son  of  Sir  Wm.  Augustus 
Ponyngharae,  Bart.,  to  Ann, 
youngest  daaighter  of  Edward 
(larl,  Esq.,.  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Customs  for  Scotland* 

John  Vaughan,  Esq.,  one  of  liis 
'  M^estyls  sergeanta  at  lav,  tP  the 
Right  Hon.  Louisa  baroness  St, 
John,  widow  of  St.  Andrew,  late 
|iOrd  St.  JohQ„  of  Bletaqe,  aqd 
mother  of  the  present  Lord[!, 

At  Marylehone  churchy  C^ptaia 
Franklin,  R,  N.,tp  Eleanor  Anne^ 
young^t  dauditef  of  the  lalQ 
Wm.  Porde^,  ^sq.,  qf  Be|ii«ra« 
street. 

Seoiember.  At  Mi«ierden,  Fre- 
derics Lindsay,  Esq.  son  of 
Robert  Lindsay,  Esq.  of  Loiig^^ 
county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  to  Agn^i,, 
eldest  daughter  of  Sir  £^wii^ 
Bayn^un  Saiidys,  Bart,  of  Mi»^« 
den  Park,  Cheltenham,  and  Q^4^ 
lington  £bdl,  Oxfordsliire^ 

A  t  Long  Ditton,  Captain  Valen- 
tine Collard,  of  thq  Royal  Navy^ 
to  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  (^. 
Kempster,  Esq. 

At  St.  George's,  Hanovev- 
aquare,  the  Hon.  Thomas  Dundas, 
eldest  son.  of  Lord  Dundaa,  t% 
Sophia  Jan<^  daughter  of  the  lat« 
and  aistar  to  the  present  S)r  (led- 
worth.  Williamson,  BarU 

At  St  Marylehone  chui^h, 
Francis  Henry  Davis^  Esq,  of  his 
M^^ty's  Remembrsgacer's.  Qffice^ 
to  Lucy  Cl^meatina,  onl:^  di^ug^t^ 
of  Lord  l^nricQ  Bfummond.! 

October',     At   ^fipVottpn^    hf 

th^  Right  ^^Ye  t3!?.9  Lord  ^ishpp.^ 

Liqi^n» 
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Ltedtt,  Bmtk  BailHep  Bsq.  of 
DoeUbttr»  to  Lady  G^eordana 
Montagu,  daa^ter  of  the  Duke 
of  Manchester. 

At  the  New  Ghiorch,  St.  Mary- 
leboi&e.  Sir  Chazlea  Joshua  Smidi, 
Bart,  of  SnttODSy*  in  Essex,  to 
Befinda,  daughter  of  the  late 
George  Colebxooke,  Esq.  and 
grand-danghter  of  Sir  George 
Colebrooke,  Bart   • 

At  Weston  dmreh,  Balih, 
Major  A.  Campbell,  of  the  Sd 
Guards,  to  Mary,  sister  to  Captain 
S.  Brown,  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

At  Ditton  Park,  the  Hon.  P.  F. 
Cust,  M.  P.  to  Lady  Isabella 
Seott,  daughter  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Buccle^g^. 

Ntwember.  At.  St.  James's 
chnrdi,  Gapt.  Bernard  Yeoman^ 
R«  N.  tb  Charlotte,  youngest 
daughter  of  Sir  Everatd  Home, 
Bart. 

At  Staple-grove,  near  Taunton, 
Mmor  Stepney  Cowell,  of  the 
Coldstream  Ooards,  to  Euphemia 
Jemima,  eldest  daughter  of  Gene- 
rri  J<to  Murray^  and  sister  to 
Major-general  Murray,  Lieut.- 
governor  of  Demerara. 


DEATHS  in  ike  f^ear  ISZ8. 

Jatmarw.  At  his  house  at 
Clapton,  m  the  58th  year  of  his 
age,  Samuel  Pett,  Esq.  M.  D. 

In  Bmnston-street,  Portman- 
square,  Teresa,thewifeof  Robert 
Selby,  Esq.  and  sister  to  the  Earl 
of  l^ewsbury,  in  the  6td  year 
of  hear  age. 

At  Draycot,  in  WHtAire,  the 
Lady  Cadieriae  Tylney  Long, 
rdict  of  the  late  Sir  James  Tylney 
Longf  Bart,  and  aunt  to  t&e  pre- 
asnt  Earl  of  Plymouth. 

At  Camden-street,    Islington, 


R.  Temple,  Esq.,'  late  Lieut- 
colonel  of  die  SSd  Regiment 
Welsh  Fttsileers,  and  Captain  of 
the  .87th  Regiment  of  foot. 

At  his  seat  near  Dublin,  C.  H. 
Baron  Castlecoote,  Chief  Com- 
missionet'  of  Customs  in  Ireland; 
in  his  68th  year. 

At  No.  27,  Sidney-street,  City- 
road,  Mrs.  Logie,  at  the  great  age 
of  109  years. 

At  his  house  at  Berkeley,  after 
a  venr  short  illness,  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Jenner. 

At  his  house  in  Bedford-row, 
Charles  Hdtton,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 
8tc.  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Julius  Angerstein,  Esq. 
at  his  villa  at  Blackheath. 

At  Willesden-house,  Middle-V 
sex,  aged  74,  Sir  Rupert  GcJorge, 
Bart. 

At  Kensington,  the  Right  Hon. 
Frances  Viscountess  Dowager 
Montague. 

February.  Lady  Edw.  Somer- 
set, wife  of  Lord  Ed.  Somerset. 

At  her  house  in  PiccadiUy, 
Magdalene,  Countess  Dowager  of 
Dysart,  widow  of  Lionet  fourth- 
Earl  of  Dysart,  and  dau^ter  of 
the  late  and  sister  to  the  present 
David  Lewis,  Esq.  of  Mslvern, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester. 

In  Bryanston-square,  the  Rev. 
Rich.  Roberts,  D,  D.  late  High 
Muter  of  St.  Paul's  School 

At  D^tford,  aged  78,  Wm. 
Oswald,  Esq. 

In  Portland-place,  aged  66^ 
Gifobes  Walker  Jordan,  Esq. 
M.A.  F.R.8.  one  of  the  Bench- 
ers of  the  Inner  Temple,  and 
Agent  for  the  Island  of  Barba- 
does. 

At  Dawlish,  in  the  8dd  year  of 
his  age,  John  Schank,  Esq.  Ad- 
miral of  the  Blue. 

On  the  1st  inst.,  at  Nice,  where 
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lie  had  gone  for  tbe  recovery  of 
his  health,  the  HonourahleEdwatd 
Spencer  Cowper,  hrotlier  of  Earl 
Cowper. 

At  Colo  St  Aid  win's,  near 
Fairford,  Gloucestershire,  General 
Lister,  late  Colonel  of  the  45th 
Regiment,  and  Governor  of  I.An- 
guard  Fort,  in  his  89th  year. 

At  the  house  of  the  Marchio- 
ness of  Headford,  at  West-Ebd, 
Hampstead,  Lady  Georgiana 
Quin,  ill  her  29th  year.  Her 
Ladyship  was  the  wife  of  Lord 
George  Uuin,  second  son  of  the 
Marquis  of  Headfort,%nd  was  the 
second  and  youngest  daughter  of 
Earl  Spencer. 

Atl<riars'-hall,  Roxhurghshtre, 
the  High  Hon.  Lord  Ashburton. 

At  his  house  in  Bedlbrd-square, 
Brighton,  Sir  John  Earner,  Alder- 
man of  London,  in  the  74th  year 
oi  his  age. 

March.  The  Earl  St.  Vincent, 
at  his  seat,  Rochetts,  in  the  89th 
year  of  his  age. 

Viscount  Keith»  in  his  77th 
year. 

In  SIbane-street,  the  Baron 
Best,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Hano- 
verian Privy  Counsellors,  K.  C.  H., 
and  F.  R.  S.,  &c.  aged  67. 

At  her  residence,  Stoke-cot- 
tage,  near .  Guildford,  Lady  Bur- 
naby,  aged  84,  relict  of  the  late 
admiral  Sir  Wm.  Bumaby,  Bart, 
of  Broughton-hall,  Oxfordshire. 

April.  At  Chelsea,  Wm.  Henry 
Moseley,  M.  D.,  in  the  67th  year 
of  his  age,  many  years  physicito 
to  his  Majesty's  forces  in  Egypt, 
the  Peninsula,  Sec. 

In  Tenterden-streef,  the  Dow- 
ager Viscountess  Torrington. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  l^i2^ 
the  Rev.  Henry  Lloyd  Loring, 
D.  D.  Archdbacon  of  Calcutta. 


At  her  seat  in  Wdes,  aged  67, 
the  Right  Hon.  Diana  Barootis 
Barham,  wife  of  Sir  Gerard  Nod 
Noel,  Bart,  of  Exton  Park,  in  the 
county  of  Rutland,  M.  P. 

In  Montaga-square,  in  his  7 let 
year,  Sir  Charles  Warwick  Bam- 
fplde,  Bart,  of  Poltimore,  m  the 
county  of  Devon,  and  Hardiagton 
Park»  in  the  county  of  Somerset 

At  his  lodgings  in  Cambridge, 
Shr  Corbel  Corbet,  Bart,  of  Ad- 
derley  Hall,-  Shropahire,  and  M.A. 
of  Trinity  College. 

At  his  seat,  Hinley  Hall,  aged 
74, .  Wm.  Viscount  Dudley  and 
Ward. 

At  his  house  in  Martimer-stceet, 
Cavendish-square,  Joseph  NoUe- 
kins,  Esq.  R.  A;  tn  the  86th  year 
ef  his  age. 

In  Soho-square,  aged-  75,  A. 
Arrowsmith,  Esq.  the. oeUrated 
geographer. 

At  her  house  in  Park-street, 
the  Right  Hon.  Catherine,  Goon- 
tess  Dowager  Morton,  aged  86. 

May.  Aged  8d,  Dr.  Johfi 
Thomas  Troy,  R.C.  Archbishop 
of  Dublin. 

June.  At  his  seat  at  Theo- 
balds, near  Hatfield,  Herts,  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury. 

In  Curzon-street,  May-fair,  Ge- 
neral Robert  Manners,  Colonel  of 
the  SOth  regiment,  son.of  dielste 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  of  Bh»t- 
holme. 

At  Louth  Hall,  Thomas  Baron 
Louth,  in  the  60th  year  of  his 
ajge. 

Jufy.  At  his  house  in  Upper 
Wimpole  -  street,  Lieut.  -  general 
Thomas  Bridges,  of  the  Honour- 
able East  India  Company's  ser- 
vice, in  his  aOth  year.  He  ooin- 
manded  the  right  wing  in  ^ 
army  under  the  command  of  to" 
Hairis, 


IWIJ 


DEATHS. 


m 


Harnsy  at  tbe  capture  jof  SeriDga< 
patam. 

At  Trichinopoly,  Hindostan, 
MuDgo  Park,  M.  D.,  eldest  son  of 
the  late  Mungo  Park. 

On  the  19th  inst,  at  his  seat  of 
Fleurs.  Castle,  near  Kelso,  his 
Grace  James  Iiines  Ker,  Duke 
and  Earl  of  Roxburghe,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age.  His  Grace 
is  succeeded  in  his  honours  and 
estates  by  his  only  son  James,  now 
Duke  of  Roxbur^e,  a  minor,  bom 
m  1816.  Fai&ig  the  present 
Duke,,  without  heirs  male  of  his 
body,  Lieut.-general  Walter  Ker, 
of  Littledean  and  East  Bolton,  is 
die  next  heir  of  enlail  tp  these 
honours  and  estates. 

At  Leamington,  aged  71,  the 
Right  Rev.  Lord  Bishop  of  Nor- 
wich. 

At  the  house  of  Lord  Beres- 
ford,  in  Wimpole-street,  Major 
general  Sir  Dennis  Pack,  K.C.B. 
Lieut-^vemor  of  Plymouth. 
'  At  the  Pulteney  Hotel,  the  Earl 
of  Famham  ;  succeeded  by  the 
Right  Hon.  J;  M.  Barry. 

August.  At  Brorapton,  aged  59, 
of  the  gout.  Brooks  Lawrence, 
late  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the  13th 
Light  Dragoons,  in  which  regi- 
ment he  served  3S  years. 

At  Dacre-lodge,  Middlesex,  the 
Right  Honourable  Francis  Loi'd 
Napier,  of  Merchistoun,  N.  B,, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Selkirk,  and  one  of  the  sixteen 
Representative  Peers  of  Scotland. 

At  Bath,  Lady  Palliser,  widow 
of  the  late  and  mother  of  the  pre- 
sent Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  Baronet. 

At  Sierra  Leone,  on  the  3d  of 
June  last,  of  the  malignant  fever 
which  then  prevailed,  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice 
and  Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty 
Conrt  in  ilhat  colony,  and  Assessor 


to  the  Mixed  Commission  esta- 
blished there  for  the  more  effectual 
abolition  of  tlie  slave-trade. 

At  Sierra  Leone,  July  21,  aged 
29f  Charles  BorreU,  Esq.  Deputy 
Assistant  Commissary  General. 

Sepiember,  At  her  house  in 
Portland-place,  the  Dowager  Lady 
Templetown. 

At  Gteat  Ealing,  aged  49,  Mrs. 
A.  M.   Stephenis,  widow  of  the  ' 
late  Rear^^  Admiral  G.  H.  Stephens. 

August  31,  at  Asiseira,  near 
Rio  Maior,  in  Portugal,  on  his 
return  from!Figueira  to  Lisbon, 
R.  B.  Whitney,  Esq.  (who  Was 
barbarously  shot  and  robbed  by 
two  assassins  on  the  evening  be* 
fore,  near  the  above  place.) 

At  his  sister's  house,  in  Chester* 
field-street,  May-fair,  Joseph 
Charles  Mellish,  esq.  H.B.M. 
Charg6  d' Affaires  and  Consul- 
general  for  the  Circle  of  Lower 
Saxony. 

At  ^e  Crown  Inn,  Harrogate, 
in  his  84th  year,  Sir  Alan  Cham- 
bre,  Knt.  late  one  of  the  Judges 
of  his  Majesty's  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

At  Wellingborough,  aged  80, 
the  Dowager  Lady  fsham. 

October,  At  Harewood-house, 
aged  20,  the  Hoi^.  Frederick  Las- 
celles,  sixth  son  of  the  Earl  and 
Countess  of  Harewood. 

At  Paris,  the  Earl  of  Barry- 
more. 

At  his  seat,  Willesley-hall,  Der- 
byshire, General  Sir  Charles 
Hastings,  Bart.  G.C.H.  late  Co- 
lonel of  the  12th  regiment  of 
foot,  &c. 

At  Ingestre,  Staffordshire,  in 
her  23rd  year,  Frances  Charlotte, 
Countess  of  Dartmouth. 

Aged  22,  Emma  Straw,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Straw,  mayor's  officer, 
of  Lincoln*    She  died  of  a  rapid 
decline 
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^tfcline  in  .one  mcoth  firom  tiie 
first  symptom,  and  was  to  Have 
Seen  married  on  the  day  of  her 
dmth. 

Charles  Grant,  Esq.  the  East 
India  Director. 

November.  At  Jersey,  a^ed  43, 
John  Dumaresq,  Esq.  his  Ma*- 
jesty's  Attorney  -  general,  and 
Colonel  of  the  1st  Regiment  of 
Militia  of  that  lahmd. 

At  the  Hague,  in  hit  50diyear, 
the  Right  Hon.  Reiooid  Deide- 
rick  Jacob  Baron  de  Beede  Ginc* 
kell,  Comt  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire,  Lord  of  Ameronger 
Gmckell  Elst  and  Leivenduel, 
Earl  of  Athkme^  Viscount  of 
Augheim,  Baron  of  Ballemore, 
and  a  Lieutenant*odlonel  in  the 
Army. 


At  BkckkmA,  Geivrd  Sir 
Anthony  Farrington,  Bart  D.CLL. 
Commandant  of  the.  Isl  Battdion 
Royal  Artillery,  and  Direete 
General  of  die  Fidki  Txain  De- 
partment, aged  SS :  he  had  been 
in  the  army  68  years,  and  was  die 
oldest  officer  in  the  British  senriee. 

At  Wexford,  the  YeneraUs 
Archdeacon  Elgee.  Hewasfifteea 
years  and  a  half  GncBte  of  tbt 
parish,  and  twenty-ei|^t  Recter. 

December.  On  the  sedi  of 
September  last,  in  the  Sdlaad  of 
Barbadoes,  the  Hon.  John  Foiater 
AUeyne,  late  President  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Council  of  that  island. 

At  his  residence  in  Brooke- 
street,  on  the  10th  instant,  in  his 
6ad  year,  Sir  EyreCoote,  of  West 
Park,  Hants. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  PARTICULARS  OF  CELEBRATED 
PERSONS  DECEASED. 


Dr.  John  Aikiup  known  to  the 
public  during  the  last  forty  years, 
was  born  at  A^ilwnrth,  in  Leices* 
tershire,  and  was  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Aikixi,  a  dissenting  mi- 
nister, who  kept  a  classical  acade- 
my at  that  place.  He  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  surgeon  and  apo- 
thecary at  Uppingham,  in  Rut- 
land; and,  on  completing  his 
term,  sent  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  graduated  as  M  .D.  He  setded 
in  thatprofessionat  Yarmouth,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  Nor- 
widi ;  his  celebrate^  sister,  Mrs. 
Barbauld,  and  her  husband,  keep- 
ing a  seminary  at  Thetford,  in 
that  county.  He  removed  to 
London  in  1794.  Here  he  sought 
to  combine  practice  with  literary 
engagements  among  the  book- 
seQers;  but,  as  the  public  never 
ikvour  any  man  in  two  edacities, 


his  success  as  an  author  shut  him 
out  from  medical  practice;  and  at 
length  he  settled  professedly  as  a 
man  of  letters,  in  1302>  at  Stoke 
Newington,  where  Mr*  and  Mis* 
Barbauld  also  took  up  their  resi- 
dence. A  few  years  since  he 
suffered  a  severe  attack  of  ths 
palsy,  which  deprived  bin)  of  his 
corporeal  and  mental  &cullies; 
and  to  other  attacks^  of  tUs 
disease  he  at  length  fell  a  victim 
in  December  ISfii,  in  the  7^di 
year  of  his  age. 

At  Calcutta,  on  the  6ih  of 
loly,  1822,  died  the  Right  Rev. 
Thomas  FansAau  Middleton,  D.D. 
Lord  Bishop  of  Calcutta,  after 
a  short  but  severe  illness,  which 
baffled  all  medical  skiU^  This 
prelate  was  the  son  of  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  ot  Bof^tand. 
He  was  educated  on  Kii^  Ed- 
ward 
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mad  itib  fSki^y  tomikthh  Of 
C^ist's  tf  ospHai ;  and  m  wmsts 
qqence  of  his  good  cwidnet  and 
classical  prbfkienby,  ht  obtained 
a  Scbofarship  fibm  the  Trustees  ctt 
that  seminaTT,  and  was  entered  at 
Pembroke  College,  Cambridge, 
where  he  proceeded  B.  A.  179i^, 
M.  A.  1795.  On  entering  irtto 
Holj  Orders  he  undertook  thd 
laborious  curacy  of  Gainsborough ; 
lit  this  time  he  conducted  a  useful 
p^hriodical  work,  called  the  Coun* 
fry  Spectator.  The  Bishop  of 
Lhieora  gave  him  Tansor  and 
imodier  Kving,  in  the  county  of 
Northampton,  on  which  he  went 
to  reside  when  he  left  Norwich. 
About  this  time  hej^ublished  hH 
great  work  on  the  Greek  Article. 
He  was  mduced  to  change  his^ 
{Preferment  for  the  parish  of  St. 
nncxas,  in  London,  to  die  Vica- 
rage of  which  he  was  presented 
itt  18it,  baring  been  colhited  at 
iSie  same  time  Archdeacon  of 
Rahtjnj^on.-^In  Ul5  he  was 
affpofhted  Bishop  of  Calcutta^' 
itod  sailed  for  India  in  the  autumn 
of  that  year.  On  that  spacious 
theatre  of  Christian  action,  he  en- 
te^red  trith  all  the  alacrity,  zeid,  atid 
iMtistty  of  a  primitive  bishop, 
tie  emoraced  the  earliest  optior- 
^ni^ty  of  visiting  eviery  part  of 
hik'vmit  diocese,  where  Christian 
ntty  Bad  penetrated,  of  was  likely' 
to  gain  a  footing  by  his  presence ; 
eVen  distant  islands  were  not  re* 
ftased  the  benefitof  his  ybitations. 
He  preached,  he  exfioVted,  he 
bestowed  his  advice  and  His  wedth' 
wherever  Ke  could,  by  these  ser- 
vices, promote  the  cause  of  reli- 
gion or  of  humanify.  .  Neither 
the  length  of  his  journeys,  nor 
the  oppressive  hedt  and  enervatinjgr 
influence  of  the  climate,  could 
deter  him  of  relax  hi^  firm  re- 
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m^f^  \  ixid  th^e  is  too  tifttch 
temfn  to  §U»  thsit  he  f^ll  an 
eseily  sacrifice  to  hte  high  sense  of 
duty  ixiA  hh  ^^nse^uent  exertionb, 
He;ii<ra^  ih  his  $!jSd  yeiir^  Thii 
Soeie^  lor  the  Prop^attoti  of 
die  Gospel  entertained  so  high  aii 
opinion  6f  his  ^  dtsM^retion  and 
tM,**  that  th^y  pHttfed  at  his  dis^ 
posd  50^/.  for  th§  fUtdieranee 
of  the^r  pious  d^sfgVyi  in  tndis, 
and  requested  his  amee  as  to  iM 
ifeU  means  oif*  farther  ]pro)liotin^ 
flte  spread  6f  the  GMpei  in  that 
p«t  of  the  World.  In  aaistver  to 
this  request  h^  marked  o^t  the 
flbitk  of  a  !^issi6n  College  fts  Ihe 
Btost  probable  ineansf  of  givinf^ 
permanency  ^nd  extensfon  to 
Christianity  rH  the  East.  The 
Soci^v  fbr  Promoting  Christian 
Kno^leftge,  tod  the  Church  Mis- 
sionary l^i^ty  also,  conceived  soi 
^vourable  an  opinion  of  it,  that 
they  each  contributed  5000/.  to 
it.  The  bttildix^,  which  is  about 
five  mHes  fironi  Callcuiiia,  aifd  iri 
shuated  on  the  opposite  side  of 
fhe  Hooffhl^,  in:  .aU  probability  is 
now  nearly  completed,  and  is  to  be 
called  Bishop's  College.  Two 
Professors  **  of  tery  superior  at- 
tainments and  exeniplflry  cliarac- 
ter  **  have  beend  sent  fK)ih  England, 
twenty  Scholarships  have  be^' 
fbimded,  able,  Moohshees  haV&' 
been  engaged  to  tea6h  the  variottsT 
langUsiges  and  '  diaddcts  6f  the 
EiKst ;  ahd  every  diing  is  ill  siich^ 
a  stati*  o^  fbrwjtrdness  through  the' 
late  Bishop's  strenuoiis  exertions,' 
that,  deeply  as  his  losS^  will  be  felt 
by  the  establishment,  yet  will  its 
busihess  and  completion  proceed, 
undoubtedly,  without  delay. 

On  the  26th  of  January,  at  his 
house  at  Berkeley,  Dr,  Edward 
Jenne)r^  the  discoverer  of  Vaccina- 
tion, in  his  74th  year.     If  any- 

man 
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man  ever  existed  who 
aq  original,  and,  we  might  almost 
add,  an  intuitive  claim  to  the 
pretensions  of  a  Natural  Historian 
and  Pl^siologUt^  Dr;  Jenner  was 
that  claimant.  The  first  medical, 
professors  in  the  metropolis  allow- 
ed, that,  had  Dr.  Jenner  kept  liis 
disjcovery  in  the  disguise  of  em- 
pirical secrecy,  he  would  have  re- 
alized inpimense  emoluments ;  hut 
the  pure  and  liheral  feelings  which 
the  Doctor  possessed  spurned  and 
rejected  such  considerations ;  aiid 
his  general  remunerations,  even 
including  the  sums  voted  by 
Parliament,  were  well  known  to 
his  confidential  friends  to  be 
moderate  in  the  extreme. — 
The  meekness,  gentleness,  and 
simplicity  of  his  demeanour,  form-r 
ed  a  most  striking  contrast  to  the 
self-esteem  which  might  have 
arisen  from  the  great  and  splendid 
con^quences  of  his  discovery. 
He  was  thankful  and  grateful  for 
tl^em  in  his  heart;  but  to  pride 
and  vain-glory  Jie  seemed  to  be 
an  utter  stranger.  On  a  recent 
interesting  occasion,  a  short  time 
before  his  death,  the  following 
were  among  the  last  words  that  he 
ever  spoke  to  the  writer  of  these 
lines.  The  nature  of  his  services 
to  his  fellow-creatures  had  been 
the  subject  of  conversation :  "  I 
do  not  marvel/'  he  observed,* 
"  that  men  are  not  grateful  to  me, 
but  I  am  surprised  that  they  do 
not  feel  gratitude  to  God,  for 
making  me  a  medium  of  good." 

Died,  near  Lausanne,  on  the 
«6.th  of  February,  J.  P.  Kern- 
bkj  Esq.  in  his  66th  year. — 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Mr..- 
Bpger  Kemble,  and  was  born  in 
1757,  at  Prescot,  in  Lancashire. 
He  received  the  first  part  of  his 
4educatjon  at  the  Roman  Catholic 


seminary  at  Se^^ley  Pailc,  in 
Staffordshire,  and  was  afterwards 
sent  to  the  University  of  Douay 
to  be  qualified  for  one  of  the 
learned  professions.  •  Here  he 
soon  became  distinguished  for 
that  talent  for  elocution  which 
afterwards  raised  him  to  such  emi- 
nence. Having  finished  his  aca- 
demical studies,  he  returned  to 
England,  and,  preferring  the  stage 
to  either  of  the  professions  for 
which  he  had  been  intended,  he 
performed  at  Liverpool,  York,  and 
Edinburgh.  He  afterwards  per- 
formed for  two  years  with  flatter-v 
ing  success  in  Dublin.  Mr*  Kem- 
ble made  his  first  appearance  in 
London,  at  Drury-lane  Theatre, 
in  the  character  of  Hamlet,  Sept. 
30,  1783.  His  reception  wa& 
most  encouraging :  but  he  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  fully  developing 
his  powers  till  the  retirement  dL 
Mr.  Smith,  in  1788,  who  had  been 
in  possession  of  almost  all  the 
principal  parts  both  in  tragedy  and 
comedy.  >  On  the  secession  of. 
Mr.  King,  Mr.  Kemble  became. 
Manager  of  Drury-lane  Theatre, 
which- ofHce  he  filledtill  1796. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  resumed  the 
management^  and  held  it  till  the 
conclusion  of  the  season  1800-1. 
In  1802  Mr.  Kemble  visited  the 
Continent,  for  the  purpose  of.  in- 
troducing to  the  British  stage 
whatever  he  might  find  worthy  of 
adoption  in  foreign  theatres.  He 
spent  a  twelvemonth  at  Paris  and 
Madrid,  where  he  was  honoured- 
with  that  marked  consideration^ 
which  his  eminent  talents  merited*. 
On  his  return  he  purchased  a 
sixth  part  of  the  property  of 
Covent  Gairden  patent,  and  be- 
came Manager  of  that  Theatre  ;. 
which  situation  he  filled  till  a  sea- 
son or  two- before  his-  retirement. 

At 
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At  Rodiettn,  Bosexy  aged  ad. 
Earl  Sl  Vincent*  His  Lordship 
yma  boni  at  M«aford  in  January 
1 735 .  At  an  early  period  of  bii 
life,  he  entered  into  the  naval  aer-i 
vice  of  his  country.  As  a  mid* 
ahipnian  and  lieutenant,  he  was 
remarkable  for  an  assiduous  at- 
tention to  his  duties ;  and  there- 
by laid  the  foundation  for  that 
profound  knowledge  of  naval 
science  which  he  so  eminently 
possessed.  He  was  remarkable 
in>his  early  life  for  yielding  to  the 
necessary  discipline  of  his  profes- 
sion, which  he  enforced  so  well 
vrhen  he  himself  became  a  com- 
mander. In  April  1 766,  he  was 
made  post-ci^tain;  rear-admiral 
of  the  blue,  December  1790; 
viee-admiral,  April  1704;  admiral 
February  1799;  and  admiral  of 
the  fleet,  July  1821.  Among  the 
earlier  exploits  of  Lord  St.  Vin- 
cent, the  capture  of  the  P^ase, 
of  74  guns,  stands  conspicuous. 
It  took  place  in  the  night  of  tha 
20tli  of  Apnl,  1782,  He  th^ 
commanded  the  Foudroyant^  of 
74  guns,  in  the  fleet  under  the 
<M>nunand  of  Admiral  Harrington; 
About  one  o'clock  on  4hat  day,  an 
enemy's  fleet  was  dis<;overed 
at  a  great  distance,  and  a  signal 
was  given  for  a  general  chase.' 
At  the  close  of  the  evening,  seven 
ships  had  got  a-head,  the  Fou-: 
droyant.  Captain  Jervis,  being  the 
foremost.  In  the  night,  it  coming 
to  blow  strong,  with  haxy  weather, 
after  having  lost  his  companicms, 
at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  he 
brought  the  French  ship,  the 
Fegase,  of  74  guns  ai^  700 
men,  to  a  dose  action,  which  con- 
tinued for  three  quarters  of  an* 
hour,  when,  the  Foudroyanthaving- 
laid  her  on  board,  on  the  lar- 
board   quarter,    the    Frenchn(ian> 


stnu^.    Of  this  bHUiant  i 
ment.the  admiral  says  in  Jiis  des^. 
patch,  *'  My  pen  is  not  eqpal  to 
the  praise  that  i«  due  to  the  good 
conduct,  bravery,  and  disci]dine  of 
Captain  Jervis,  his  officers,  and 
seamen,  on  this  occasion.    Let  his. 
own  .modest  narrative,   which  .1 
herewith  enclose,  speak  for  itsel£" 
Soon  after  this.  Captain  Jervis  was- 
made  a  Knight  of  the  Bath.    The. 
celebrated  baule  of  Cape  St..  Yin-: 
cent  will  for  ever  stand  conspicu*. 
ous  in  the  naval  annals  of  Great. 
Britain.    This  memoraUe  .action: 
took. place  on  the  I4th  of  Febru*-; 
ary,  1797*    The  British  fleet,  unr. 
der  Sir  John  {^rvis,  amounted  to. 
no  more  than  fifteen  sail  of  the< 
line.    The  Spanish  fleet  consist-, 
ed  of  twenty-seven  sail  of  the 
line;  one  of  which. was  a  four- 
decker, ,  carrying  186  guns,  and- 
was;  the  largest  shqp  in  the  world ; . 
six  were  three-deckers,    of.  112 J 
guns    each ;    two  of   84  guns  ; 
and  eighteen  of  74  guns.    This 
fleet  was  under  the. command  of 
Admiral  Cordova,  .on  its  way  to: 
form  a  junction  with  the  French) 
fleet,  for  the  purpose  of  invading. 
Ireland,  then  an  a  rebeUious  and^ 
distracted  state..     The  moment 
was  most  critical  and  impoctant^ 
The  responsibility  attached  ;to  «nr. 
countering  the  enemy  with  such  ai 
disparity  of  force,  wouldliave.juBr. 
tified  the  bravest  man. in  declin. 
ing  such  a  contest.     But  Sir.  John: 
Jervis,  confident  in  the  skill. and; 
bravery  of  the  Nelsons,  the  Col— 
lingwoods,  the  Trowbridges,  and' 
the  heroes  he  commanded,  seised . 
with   his  characteristic  prompti-- 
tude  the  brilliant  opportunity,  and. 
in  a  battle  which  for  the  manner  ^ 
in  which  it  was  planned  and.  exer* 
cuted  can  never  be  surpassed — heir 
gained  a  mpst  important  and  deci-.* 
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\  vkMDi)'.     Tilt  Sftltaddr  d«l 
Mittidii,  aAd  «te  tei^Mei;  idf  I  IS 

r«ttch,  the  San  l^li^liM  of 
and  cbe  Saa  Isidr^  of  74 
giias,  t9«i«  taken ;  flie  rest,  tsMOf 
4i  theni  absolute  wrecks,  {p^ttk^ 
odhi^  the  196  gan  sliipi,  windy 
waa  fought  hf  Nelsbn.  wHh  b  r4,> 
took  ahelter  iti  Cadis,  and  wttre 
ikuse  Moekaded  by  th«  g^hftnt 
fldmiraL  Frotn  <lte  esvelkmc 
akfll  aiod  diaeipline  ^  tbe  BritMr 
flooi,  tho  fira  of  oar  dbipa  wao 
avqpariof  tD^  dtat  «f  tiieir  oppd«^ 
umca,  in  die  pnyportion  of  ftte  or 
wm,  to  one.  The  Ctt9ode»,  CafH 
taifi  Trowbridge,  expended  17^ 
b*rdo  of  powder ;  the  Capta^ 
Commodore  Nelaoii^  146;  and 
tbe  Blt)iheiMi»  Captain  Frederiek, 
tW  barroli.  Soon  after  thiBr 
Siv  John  Jerfis  was  eMated  a 
peer,  by  the  title  of  Vmda  Jervia> 
of  Meaford,  mA  Yiaooaat  and 
Bait  of  St.  Yinoant 

At  Kincardine,  in  Scotland, 
Adhmiral  Lard  Krith.  He  ifm 
bom  in  ite  ye^r  1 7 At,  Hia  pro* 
i>ocion»  oa  poot-eaptain,  boara 
data  May  11, 1775 ;  and  the  fok 
lowing  yeat,  he  waa  appointed  to 
the  Bnrl  fUgote  of  thirty^wo 
^ona,  in  tHiich  T(»ac^.be  aetved 
hi  A-Biama,  under  the  ord€^  df 
LQvd  Howof  and  aflMwarda  in 
the  Peraaur  Mgoie,  under  Admi- 
ral^  Athanhnot,  tt  the  radoction  of 
GSInribattiwn.  On  hfa  return  from 
Ameriaa,  Ciq^n  Blphfauttone  was 
ifpoinaad  aa  the  Warwicdt  of  fifty 
g«n%  MPwUdi  x^Msel  he  fbH  in 
with,  and  eapmiedi  the'  RoKtav* 
dan,  a  Dwibh  mb»H)f«<war,  of 
equal  ferce^  and  aoMie  time  after 
VMg^f  a  French  ftigatCy  of  f<ffty 
gtaaaad  600  mett%  On  the com^ 
raeneoBMnaof  the  wa»  with  Fk>ance» 
in  the*  year  1799»  he  waa^appoint- ' 
ed  to  eominand   the  Rbbuat  of 


atftemy^nr  g«Da»  one  of  dv 
aqnadtmi  ^nder  LoM  Headi 
wyeh  aeitad  Ibr  ^  Modkef»h 
nean  tii  the  motA  of  May.  H^ 
waa,  in  I797rcteated  a  baron  «l 
Ae  kingdom  of  Irekmd,  by  the 
Mm  of  Loird  Keith,  and  ibr  a 
short  thne  commanded  a  defaeh- 
ment  bf  ite  Channel  fleet  latbd 
aammer  of  the  following  year,  lie 
aoea^dod  Earl  St*  Vincent  ia  die 
command  of  diefleet  in  the  M^^ 
terranean;  and  soon  after  had  die 
misfbt-aane  fo  k>ae  hia  shto,  th« 
Queen  Chark>tee,  in  the  Bay  ef 
Oenoa,  by  an  aoeidental  fire.  Oa 
the  Ist  c^  Jannary,  1801,  Dord 
Keith  waa  advanced  lo  be  Adirn* 
ral  of  the  Blae ;  he  at  das  titoe 
iiommanded  the  na^al  force  em" 
pk>yed  a^inst  the  Preiiich  oa  die 
eoaat  of  Egypt.  In  1603,  Lord 
Keiih  conumoided  on  the  Dewm 
aiation;  aiiid  anbaeqnently  die 
ChattHel  fle^  in  1814. 

At  Bladcheath,  JMn  Mka  An- 
gif'sCavUf  £e^.  Tms  j^eadeniaa, 
who  was  descended  ih>ni  a  re^ 
specmble  ihraily,  waa  bom  at  St. 
Ptotersbnrgh,  in  dicf  year  179t. 
About  174d  he  came  to  Bngkod, 
mider  the  patronage  of  d^  hue 
Andrew  Thomaota,  Esq.  an  opa-' 
limit  Russia  merchant.  He  at 
lea^h  ranched  the  samniit  of 
oommeMial  ftme  and  pmspertty; 
hia  reputation  hieing  s^ead  to  tA 
quarters  where  connneree  ^ 
known.  In  ptAAic  laanrhit  M 
waa  always^ranked  adimig  the  first; 
and  ihonied'men  weire  amdousto 
obtain  a  place  in  it.  Nor  were 
hia  exertions  confihed  onlyttrhk 
own  benefit  The  fireqUentenf-of 
Lloyd's  Coflbc^iouae  oWe  to  fift 
atrenuoua  effinia  the  acconliniods- 
dons  wfiidi  diey  at  present  enjoy* 
Hewas  thepr<nM>ser6f  the  is^ 
of  Exdiequer  Bills  in  1795,  bf 
wiiich, 
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wMAf  at  a  eridad  inonoeiity  vdief 
WMiAbrdBd  to  trade.  The  Veto- 
nmey  CoBege  would,  perhaps, 
have  eonk toUie ground,  had  ne 
not  nade  Jt  TVgoroua  effort  in  its 
fayoor,  at  a  moment  when  its 
Ibnds  weve  neariy  exhausted ;  and 
he  was  the  first  to  propose,  from 
the  fund  at  Lloyd's,  a  reward  of 
two  thousand  pounds  to  that 
meritorious  ^seot^ry,  the  Hfe- 
hoat.  As  a  patron  of  art  he 
ranked  high.  His  collectioa  in 
Pall  Mall  contained  some  of  the 
inest  wofrfcs  of  the  Foreign  and 
Botish  artists,  and  were  always 
viaible  liirou|[^  the  courtesy  of 
their  possessor. 

In  mifford-row,  Pimlioo,  Mrt. 
Anne  BadeUjft,  long  known  and 
admired  hy  tlie  world,  as  the  able 
authoress  of  some  of  the  beat  yo-» 
manees  that  have  ever  appeared  in 
the  English  language ;  and  which 
have  been  translated  into  every  En- 
ropean  tongue.  Her  first  work  was 
AiUm  and  DufMaine,  her  second 
TJke  Romame*  cf  the  Fcrtgk,  and 
har  third  The  Sicilian  Bamanee^ 
wUch  established  her  fiune  as  an 
elegant  and  original  writer.  Her 
aaxt  production,  published  in 
1793,  was  the  fiunous  JMTfsterMv 
€f  UMpko,  tofi  which  the  Robi»> 
soM  garo  her  1000/.  In  17M, 
Mrs^Raddiffe  gave  to  die  world 
a  Narrative  of  Ihc.  Travels  in 
France^  Germany,  and  Italy ;  bat 
in  desciibiag  matters  of  iact^  her 
writm«  were  not  equally  fiivour^ 
eiL  Same  years  after,  Cadell 
and  Daviesgave  her  1500/.  fbr  her 
UaUanSf  w&fa,  though  generally 
read,  did  not  increase  her  reputa- 
tion. The  anonymous  criticisms 
wUch  appeared  upon  this  work, 
the  imitations  of  her  style  and 
ser  by  various  literary  ad* 


venturers,  the  paUfoatida  of  som^ 
other  novels  under  a  name  slight- 
ly varied  fbr  the  purpose  of  im- 
posing on  the  public,  and  the  fl^ 
pant  use  of  the  term  **  Raddiflh 
school,"  by  scribblers  of  all 
classes,  tended  altogether  to  dis- 
gust her  with  the  world,  and 
create  a  depression  of  spiHts, 
which  led  her  for  many  years,  in 
a  considerable  degree,  to  seclude 
herself  from  society.  It  is  xrn- 
derstood  that  she  had  written 
other  works,  which,  on  these  a^ 
counts,  flAie  withheld  from  public 
cation,  in  spite  of  the  solicitude 
of  her  ftiendst  and  of  tempting 
ofiers  made  her  by  vArkms  pub^ 
lishers.  Her  loss  of  spirits  was 
f<^lowed  by  iH  healtli;  and  the 
O!^  solace  of  her  latter  years 
was  the  unwearied  attentions  of  aa 
aifeetionate  husband,  whose  g<ood 
intoSigence  enabled  him  tS9  ap- 
preciate her  extraordinary  worai. 
The  situation  in  whidi  Uiey  re* 
sided,  during  the  last  ten  years,  ie 
one  of  the  most  eheerftd  round 
the  metropolis ;  and  here,  under  a 
gradurf  decay  of  her  mental  md 
bodily  powers,  this  intellect<ial 
ornament  of  her  sex  expired  on 
the  7th  day  of  Pehruaiy-y  in  the 
6<d  year  of  her  i^. 

At  his  seat,  Duntisbom,  near 
Gneneester,  Sept.  t9,  Mitttkisti 
BtMk,  M.  D.  This^  MadeBMn 
was  a  native  of  Seotland,  skid  soU 
of  a  professor  of  divionty  at  Qha^ 
gow*  After  havnig^  rsceivad' tiie 
rudlmettts  of  education  at  6k»> 

r,  he  was  sent  to  London,  un^ 
the  care  of  his  two  materaal 
undes,  the  late  Dr.  William  aad 
Mr.  John  Hunter.  Under  Aesa 
he  acquired  an  c«teusif»and  eom- 
pkte  knowledge  of  the  profession 
he  intended  to  pursue.    He  watfT 
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dent  early  to  Oxford,  where  he 
took  his  degxees ;  and  was  admit- 
ied  to  that  of  M.  D.  in  1789. 
Repairing  to  London^  he  was 
made  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  about  the  same 
period  as  Dr.Vaughan  (now  Sir 
Henry  Halford.)  'Diese  two  gen- 
tlemen soon  came  into  great  prac- 
tice, and  perhaps  there  is  no  in- 
stance of  two  men  in  the  medical 
profession  rising  so  young  to  so 

freat  an  eminence.  To  Dr. 
aillie  the  medical  world  is  indebt- 
ed for  a  work  of  great  merit,  en- 
titled ^<  The  Morbid  Anatomy  of 
the  Human  Body,"  179S;  to 
which  he  added  an  Appendix  in 
1798;  and  which  reached  the 
iburth  edition  in  1807.  In  1799 
he  published  ''  A  Series  of  En- 
gravbgs  to  illustrate  the  Morbid 
Anatomy,"  which  reached  a  second 
edition  in  181^.  He  has  likewise 
published  "  Anatomical .  Descrip* 
tionof  the  Grarid  Uterus."  These 
works,  and  the  high  character  he 
bore  in  his  profession,  brought 
him  into  great  practice,  and  enabled 
him  to  accumulate  a  good  fortune : 
*\9,  fortune  (fits  his  biographer  in 
tbe  Public  Characters  says)  which 
w|yi  gained  with  much  reputi^tioni 
and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
thoae  who  erqployed  him."  He 
hfA  been  physician  to  the  late 
kjn^,  and,  no  doubt,  he  might  have 
been  to.  the  present;  but  Dr. 
BaiHie  did  not  seek  honours.  He 
was  brother  to  the  celebrated  Miss 
loanna  Baillie*  He  married, 
early  in  life,  MissDenman,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Ht.  Deniqan,  and 
sitter  to  the  celebrated  advocate 
of,  that  name  ainl  Lady  Croft. 

At  Almotidale,  six  or  seven 
iviles  from  Edinburgh,. of  an  in- 
flamnuKtion  of.  the  chest,  Thomas 
Jjord  Erskine.    He  had  been  twice 


before  ill  of  the  complamt  whidi 
proved  &tal  tohin^— <in  1807  and 
1819.)  His  recovery  at  the  latter 
of  these  periods  was  deemed  im- 
possible, but  his  extraordinary 
stamina  bore  him  out  against  the 
expectation  of  the  physidans. 
Lord  Erskine  was  seventy-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  third 
son  of  the  late,  and  youngest 
brother  to  the  present  Earl  of 
Buchan.  He  was  bom  in  Scot- 
land in  1 7^0 ;  and,  the  contracted 
means  of  his  family  rendering  it 
necessary  that  he  should  choose 
some  active  profession,  was  edn* 
cated  for  the  naval  service,  and 
went  to  sea  at  a  very  early  ag9 
with  Sir  John  Lindsay,  nephew  of 
the  great  Earl  of  Mansfield.  He 
is  said  to  have  attained,  only  the 
rank  of  a  Lieutenant.  On  quit- 
ting the  sea-service,  he.  entered 
into  the  army  as  an  Ensign  in  the 
Koyals..  This  was  in  the  year 
1 768,  and  arose  less  from  indina- 
tijon,  than,  that  his  father's  small 
and  strictly  entailed  estate  did  not 
admit  of  his  assisting  his  son  with 
the  means,  requisite  for  enafafing 
him  to  pursue  one  of  the  learned 
professions.  Mr.  Erskine  acn 
oompanied  his  regimmt.to  Mi- 
Bprca,  where  he  spent  three  of  the 
six  years  during. which  he  conti- 
nued in  the  aervice.  On  his  re-^ 
turn  to  England  in  1772,  heap^ 
pears  to  have  acquired  considera- 
ble reputation  for  the  acnteness 
and  versatility  of  his  oonyeraaw 
ttonal  talents.  Boswell,  who  met 
with  him  about  this  time,  in  fais 
Life  of  Johnson  mentions  that  he 
was  accustomed. to. talk  **with  a 
vivacity,  fluency,  and  predsion  so 
uncommon,  that  he  ajttracted  par** 
ticular  attention."  MnErsldne 
had  marri^  in  early  life  a  young 
lady  named  Moore,  who  accom- 
panies 
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panied  him  to  Miaorca,  and  wlio 
was  a  woman  of  exeinpUry  virtue. 
The  pay  of  a  subaltern  officer 
afibrding  but  few  engoymeots  be* 
yond  Uiose  which  were  consistent 
with  the  most  rigid  economy,  Mr. 
Erskine  at  length,  encouraged  by 
the  approbation  of  his  mother,  the 
Countess  of  Buchan,  entered  upon 
the  study  of  the  law  in  1777,  and 
registered  his  name  as  a  Fellow 
CommipDer    of   Trinity  •  G)llege, 
Cambridge,  and  a  student  of  Lin- 
coln's Inn.     One  of  his  college 
declamations   is    still  extant,  as 
delivered     in     Trinity    College 
Chapel.    The  thesis  was  the  Re- 
volution of  1688.     It  gained  the 
first  prize ;  which  our  young  law- 
yer  refused  to  accept,  not  consider- 
ing himself  a  student,  but  merely  as 
declaiming  in  conformity  to  the 
rules  of  the  College.     Indeed  his 
classical   education   was  already 
CiE>mplete,  and  it  was  simply  v^ith  the 
view  to  obtain  a  degree  (by  which 
he  saved  two  years  and  a  half  in 
his  passage  to  the  bar)  that  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  University. 
lie  was  called  to  the  bar  in  1778 ; 
aad  was  very  shortly  afterwards 


to  the  novelty  of  a  you&g  lawfea^u 
indulging  in  the  most  caustic  iai* 
vective  against-  a  powerful  statesr 
man  who  held  an  elevated  post  in 
the  administration,  excited  a  de- 
gree of  attention  which  his  •  moat 
sanguine  hopes  had  scarcely  dared 
to  anticipate.     Such  was  the  im- 
pression created  by  his  eloquent 
defence  of  Captain  Baillie,  that  on 
leaving  the  Court  he  is  said  to 
have  been  presented  with  no  leas 
than  thirty  briefs  1     A  short  time 
aft^wards,  Mr.  Erskine  appeared 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  counsel  for  Caman,  the 
bookseller,  against  a  bill  intro- 
duced by  Lord  North,  then  Prime 
Minister,  to  revest  in  the  Univer- 
sities the  monoj^oly  in  altnanacka^ 
which  Carnan  had  succeeded » in 
abolishing  .by  legal  judgments; 
and  he  was.  fortunate  enough  to 
place  the  noble  lord  in  a  consider- 
able minority  upJHi   a   division. 
His  defence  of  Admiral  Kej^iel, 
for  which  he  received  a  thousand 
guineas,    completelv   established 
his  fame  as  an  advocate;    and 
from  that  time  business  began  to 
press  ugpon  him  to  an  extraordi- 


presented  with  an  opportunity  of   nary  extent,  and  he  was  looked 


displaying  his  shining  oratorical 
.  powers.  Captain  Baillie,  who  had 
been  deprived  of  the  Directorship 
of  Greenwich  Hospiul  by  the 
late  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  first 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  one  of 
the  Governors  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, was  charged  with  having 
published  a  libel  on  that  noble- 
man, and  the  Attorney-general 
was  instructed  to  move  for  leave 
to  file  a  criminal  information 
against  him.  It  was  as  counsel 
foi'  the  Capuin  on  this  occasion 
thdt  Mr.  Erskine  made  his  first 
speech  in  court;  and  the  intrinsic 
merits  a(  this  maiden  e^say,  added 


upon  as  one  of  the  most  able 
counsellors  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench.  He  subsequently  con- 
ducted the  defence  of  Lord  George 
Gordon ;  and  having  delivered  to 
the  jury  the  doctrine  of  high- 
treason,,  wound  up  hia  address 
with  the  following  forcible  pero- 
ration. "  I  say  by  God^  that  man 
is  a  ruffian,,  who,  on  such  evidence 
83  this,  seeks  to  establish  a  con- 
clusion of  guilt."  In  the  early  part 
of  1783,  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  venerable  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
Mr.  Erskine  obtained  a  silk  gown, 
and  in  the  same  year  was  nomi- 
nated to  a  seat  in  the  House  >  of 
Commons 
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dw-bovough  «f  Portmooth. 
pffafanoMi  lidiovrB  were 
oootaderaMy  angBKiited;  and  he 
waa  appomied  by  his  mseat  Ma* 
JMCy,  then  Frinoeof  Wales,  to  the 
aitaalioii  whioh  bad  been  so  long 
oeeaped  br  Mr.  DumiBf  ,  after- 
"*    Lord  Aabburtoii,  m   con- 


dueling  trials  for  cnm.  con*  some- 
timea  lor  tbe  plaintiff,  and  at 
dliers  for  tbe  defendant.  Among 
tbe  most  extraordinary  cases  of 
tbia  description  in  wbidi  be  was 
employed,  is  the  remarkable  one 
of  Baldwin  rersvs  Oliver,  tried  at 
Yeck,  and  that  of  Sir  Henry 
¥ane  Tempest,  in  both  of  which 
be  acted  mr  die  defendants,  and 
.  so  ikr  that  one  sbillmg 
tbe  entire  sum  awarded  as 


against  iben.  In  triala 
for  Ubd,  tbe  talents  €^  Mr.  £iu 
skiaa  were  always  found  most  ef* 
festive  on  tbe  part  of  the  defence* 
On  tbe  trial  of  tbe  Dean  of  St. 
Anpb,  at  Sfaiawsbury,  for  a  libel, 
Mr.  Erskine  appeared  as  counsel 
for  the  d^mdnnt ;  when  tbe  jury 
ddivered  a  verdict  finding  the 
Dean  guilty  cf  only  publishing  the 
ItbeL  Mr«  Justice  Buller,  who 
presided  at  the  trial,  deured  them 
to  reconsid^  it,  as  it  could  not  be 
recorded  in  the  terms  in  which 
they  had  expmssed  it.  On  this 
occasion,  Mr.  Eiskine  insisted 
that  the  verdict  should  be  recorded 
precisely  as  it  waa  foand.  This 
was  resisted  by  the  Judge,  who, 
finding  unususd  opposition,  per- 
emptmly  desired  him  to  sit 
down,  or  be  should  compel  hrm. 
''My  Lord,''  returned  Mr.  £r- 
skine,  "  I  will  not  sit  down.  Your 
Lordship  may  do  your  duty,  but  I 
will  do  mine."  The  Judge  was 
sikttt.  His  defence  of  Paine  is 
said  to  have  cost  Mr.  Erskine  tbe 


oi  sfteatim  ei  Attwruey«*geiieral  to 
Hia  the  Prince  of  Wales.  In  180f, 
however,  be  was  restored  to  bis 
situatien,  and  also  made  Ke^er 
of  tbe  Seali  to  the  Duchy  of 
CoiBwaB.  Tbe  most  brIUiant 
event  in  bis  profeasional  Itfowas 
die  partbenndertocrfc,  in  conjon^ 
don  with  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  in  the 
state-tririsintbejrear  17M.  The 
trials  lasted  sevvra!  days,  and 
ended  in  tbe  acquittal  of  the  pri- 
soners. In  1806,  on  die  aecessimt 
of  Mr.  Fox  and  bis  party  to  pow- 
er, Mr.  £rskme  was  sworn '  a 
member  of  the  Privy  €dunc3, 
created  a  Baron  (Feb.  7, 1806)  by 
tbe  title  of  Lord  firskine,  of  Res- 
tormel  Gastle,  in  Cornwall,  and 
entrusted  with  tbe  great  seal  as 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Hag' 
land,  in  whidb  ktter  capaci^  he 
presided  at  tbe  trial  of  Iiord  Md- 
ville.  On  tbe  dissdution  of  die 
Whig  administration.  Lord  Br- 
skine  retired  upon  a  pension  of 
four  diousand  pounds  a  yetf. 
Although  bn  Lordship  was  in 
opposition  to  the  measures  ef  G^ 
verament,  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
1815,  invested  him  with  the  order 
of  the  Thisde,  as  a  high  mark  of 
esteem,  the  other  deven  Knights 
being  all  Dukes  and  Earls  of 
Great  Britain.  For  several  y^ 
past  his  Lordship  has  been  bving 
in  retirem^it. 


PROMOTIONS  in  1826. 

Sir  H.  WeOesley  as  Amfaassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiaiy 
to  tbe  Emperor  of  Austria. 

The  Earl  of  ClaawiUiam,  as 
Envoy  Extraordinary  toad  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  the  King  of 
Prussia. 

Henry  Watkin  Williams  Wymi, 

to 
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t^bebia  Majea^^s  Envogr  Sa(tra- 
ordinary  and  Minister  PleoipaUa^ 
tiaiT  to  Us  Majesiy  the  Kumt  of 
Wiitembcrg.  ^ 

Cawdea  Ricbard  Vaugbaa^  Vkq. 
to  be  bia  Migeaty^aMfamfter  Plteiii^ 
potenciarj  to  tbe  Confiadaraled 
Slalea  of  tbe  Bwma  Oaatauk. 

Tbe  Hononrable  AlgMnon 
Percy,  to  be  Secretary  tt>  bia  M^ 
jeaty'a  Embaaay  at  Paria« 

Gibbs  Crawford  Antrohua^Saq. 
to  be  Secaetary  to  bia  Mijcaty's 
Ije|»tion  at  Turin- 

vTiUiam  John  Caosbie^  Eaq^  to 
be  Secretary  ta>  bia  Mf\|eaty'8  I^h 
giUioB  to  the  Confedaratdl  States 
of  tbe  Swisa  Cantona. 

Tbe  Rev.  Charles  Richard 
Sumner,  Chaplipi  ii^  Ordinary  to 
bia  Migesty.      . 

Sir  Edward  Hyde^  Knight  to  be 
a  Baronet  of  the  Unit^  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Vansittart  to  be  Chahcellor 
<^f  the  Qrn^  of  liftnqMt^,  and  to 
be  Baron  Bexley* 
.  Xord  Bqresfi>rd  to  be  Lieut«« 
geaieral  of  the  Ordnance. 

31ljor*^neral  Sir  Edwiird 
Barnes,  K.  C.  B.  to  be  Governor 
m^  CoBunander-in-cluef  of  tbe 
Island  of  Ceylon. 

Wilbam  George  Earl  of  Erroll 
to  be  one  of  the  Lords  of  bis  Ma-* 
jef^a  Bed-cbapibf  r. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Ar« 
buthnot,  M.  P.,  William  Dacres 
Adams,  and  Henry  Dawkins, 
Eaqrs.  to'  be  Commissioners  of 
His  Majesty's  Woods,  ForcatSf 
apBi4  IfVPA  Reveiwiea. 

Lieut.*general  tbe  Hon.  Sir 
GellKllith  Lowa^y  Cole»  G.C.B., 
Governor  of  the  island  pf  Mawri* 
tiup. 

His  Royal  Higbaees  William 
Henry:  Duke  of  Glaieoce,  (.Q., 


K.T.,  ana  aca,  Admind  of 
the  Fleets  |o  be  G^mnl  ef  bia 
Bfi^yli  Royal  Marine  Foma, 
in  tbe  room  of  tbe  BaH  of  St. 
Vioaenf,  deeepied. 

Creorge  Romeeatefy  Eaq^  to  b# 
Ua  M^ieaty 'a  Cewul  fi»r  tbe  iahnd 
of  Sardinia. 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  Huakisson 
to  be  Presidefit  of  tbe  C0inmittee 
of  Council,  appointed  for  tbe  oon^ 
aideratioo  of  all  matters  rdating 
to  Trade  and  Foreign  Phnta- 
tions. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  Onuilto  be 
President  of  the  Ccanmittee  of 
CouneiU  aj^inted  A>r  tbe  eenri- 
der^itioe  of  all  mattera  «elatil|g  to 
Trede  and  Foreign.  Pkuatatioosy 
in  the.ahaence  of  tbe  Rk^  Hon.. 
W.  H  vakisson,  or  of  the  Preaalcnt 
of  the  Comn\ittee. 

CoVoael  Stir  Henry  Hardinge» 
K.C.B.  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Ot4* 
nance  of  the  United  Kii^dom. 

The  Right  Hoiv  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  K.T.  to  be  Ua  Mi^eety'a 
High  Commisskwer  to  tbe  6o> 
nera]  Aaieasbly  of  tbe  Cberdk  of 
Scotland 

W.  Btirtop,  Eaq.  tobtf  P^i^a  of 
Honour  in  Ordinary  to  bis  Ma« 

Mr.  Felicio  Calvet,  to  be  Con^ 
siit.general  at  Gibraltar  &r  bia 
Majesty  the  King  ot  Portugal^ 
Braail^  and  Algarvea^ 

Colonel  James  RusselU  to  be 
Gentleman  Usher  of  bis  Mi^jesty's 
most  Honourable  Privy  Cftumber 
ii^  Qr4inafry« 

U.  T.  B.  Mash»  Esq.  to  be 
Assistant  .Master  and  Marshal  of 
the  Ceremoniea  tfh  hie  Mwa^^ 

R]^  Hon.  William  Lord 
Maryborough  to  be  Maater  of  bia 
Maje^'s  Buck  Hounda. 

SjumFFSt 
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'  &HERIFFS       .  -^5ikrap<Atre.-J.»iytton,dfH»l»- 

VOR  TRB   TEAR   18^3.  UUI,  Esq. 

Bed/ordiMre.—T,  C.  Higgins,  'awuer^c^fAtre.— J.  F.Piiuiey,i>f 

of  Turvey,  Esq;  Somerton  Eriy,  Esq. 

Berkshire.— H,  P.  Sperling',  of  S/ii^orijAire.— J. .  Hotdem,  of 

.  Park-plRce,  Esq.  WolveriHimptanf  Etq. 


Buckinghamkire,  —  Wiliiam  S.  .  County    of  SoutkamptotU'^E. 

Lowndes,  of  Whaddon-hall,  Esq.  Knight,  ym.  Cbawton-park,  £aq. 

Cambridgeskins  SLtkd  Huntingdon-  •   Sujfoli. -^Henry  Usborne,   of 

shire. — W.  Rayncr,'  of  Wisbeach,  Bimndbe8«-park,  Esq. 

Esq.  5ttrr^,— Charles  H.  Turner,  of 

Cheshire.^.  White,  of  Sale,  Esq.  Rooks'  Nest,  Esq. 

Cumberiand. — E.    Stanley,    of  5w»c*.— R.  Prime^  of  Walber- 

Ponsonby^hall,  Esq.  ton-house,  Esq. 

Cemwall  —  C.    Trelawny,     of  Warttnchhire.'^^.  Wiiles.    of 
^  Coldrinick,  Esq.  Newbold-Comyn,  Esq. 
•  Derby shire.'^T.    Bateman,    of  IF»//*AtVe.— J.Fuller.ofNeston- 
Middleton  by  Youlgrave,  Esq.  park,  Esq. 
.  Pe<poiM^Ve.—T.Bewe8,of B^-  Worctstershire.—^.  WiUiaus, 
mont-house,  liymouth,  Esq.  of  Pitmaston,  Esq. 

J>orseUMre.'--H.  C.  Sturt,  of  Yorkshire.  ^^Vf.    Fawkes,    4>f 

Moor  Critchell,  Esq.  Famley,  Esq. 
.  Essex.— J.  J.  Tufnell,  of  Laiig- 

leys,  Esq.  SOUTH  WALES. 

Gionctsterskire.S.  Smith,  of  Carmarthen. ---J.    Phillips,    of 

Stapleton,  Esq.  Crygwan,  Esq. 

Herefordshire.— E.  B.Pateshall,  Pembroke.— O.  Lewis,  of  Tre- 

of  Allensmore,  Esq.  wem,  Esq. 

Hertfordshire.— R.   Sutt<m,   of  Cardigan.— G.    W.    Party,  of 

Ross  Way  Northchurch,  Esq.  Llyduate,  Esq. 

Ktni — ^T.   Austen,   of  Seven  -  Glamorgan. -^3.   Edwards,    of 

Oaks,  Esq.  Rheola,Esq. 

Leicestershire.— Sir  W.  Walker,  Brecon.— C.  Prichard,  of  Tre- 

of  Leicester,  Knight.  waiter,  Esq. 

Xifico/««^Jr«.— SirW.E.  Wdby,  Radnor.— J.  B.  Walsh,  of  Ke- 

of  Denton,  Bart.      -  vcnlleece,  Esq. 

Monmouthshire. — J.  Bailey,    of 

Nanty  Glo,  Esq.  NORTH  WALES. 

Ndrfolk.'Sir  E.  K.  Lacon,  of  Anglesey. --J.  P^ton,  of  Plas- 

Onnesby,  Bart.  g^n,  Esq. 

Nortkamptonshire.^T.  W.  Hunt,  tamarvon.  —  W.  ^  Turner,    of 

.  of  Wadenhoe,  Esq.  Garregfeur,  isq. 

Northumberland.— 9.  J.  Selby,  Merioneth?^ tancB  Wynne,  of 

of  TwizelUhouse,  Esq.  Cwmein,  Esq. 

Nottinghamshire. — W.  Mason,  Montgomery. — D.  Pugh,  of  Lk- 

ofEast  Retford,  Esq.  nerchydol,  Esq. 

Oxfordshsi-e.  —  jy.    Stuart,    of  Denbigh.— &vt  D.   Erskine^  of 

Wykham-park,  Esq.  Pwlley  Crochon,  Bart. 

Rutland.— T.    Thompson,    of  iVm/.~P.  D.  Cooke,  of  Gwsa- 

Tiuwell,  Esq.  ney,  Esq. 
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[B2)     PRICES  OF  FOREIGN  FUNDS  IN  LONDON,  DURING  THE  VEAH 
The  highest  luid  lowest  prices  In  each  moQlh  are  mailted. 


French^ . 


RnBriao  6  per  Cent. 
Metallic  ........ 


Ditto  of  1822.    .... 

IKtto  Scrip.    

Neapolitan 

Ditto  Scrip 

Spanish  of  1820.    . . 

Ditto  of  1821 

Ditto  Scrip,  of  1822. 

Prossianof  1818.  .. 

Ditto  of  1822 

Danish  in  £  sterling. 

Ditto  in  Marcs  Ban- 
co  


Colombian. 


Chilian 

American  7  per  Cent. 
Ditto  6  per  Cent.  .. 

Ditto  5  per  Cent.   .. 

Ditto  3  per  Cent.   .. 
Ditto  Bank  Shares. 


Jan. 

Feb^JMar. 

Apr. 

May  Jon. 

Joly.  Avg.  Sep.  Oct 

Not 

bee. 

{1? 

77i  m 

80     774 

84 

78 

884 
85 

89 

90 
88 

93 
90 

90 

90 

90 

92 

{^ 

— 
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— 
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- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

173 

7H\7^ 

76i 
75 

804 
764 

^ 

83 

814 

s 

83i 

84 

84« 

m 

/81* 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

ill* 
172 

67i  ;77 

\7H 

721 
68 

7H 
72 

77 
74 

76 
74 

77 
764 

77 

78 

79 

80 

Irs* 

7H 

1 

38 
374 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

& 

42  1  39 
39  j  35 

41 

474 
464 

— 

~ 

L** 

34 

30 

28 
26 

261 

& 

36i   30^ 
33i]26i 

33 

294 

374 
364 

32 
31 

334 
31 

37 
36 

34 

29 

28 
25 

25 

il2dU 
I25id 

34 

28 

39 
36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(86 
175* 

79 
76 

8U 
79 

831 

7H 

841  • 
82 

85 
844 

86 

65 

89 
864 

884 

88 

871 

901 

89 

179 

7^ 

72 

814 
76 

82 
794 

844 
814 

85 
814 

^ 

^* 

88 

88 

89 

92 
90 

{fr 

79 

77 

86 
82 

89* 

90 
89 

87 

914 

92 

94 

95 

97 

{- 

77 
75 

754 

78 

— 

86 

85 

86 
854 

86 

87 

89 

90 

(73i 
156 

52 
57 

57* 
40 

III 

62 
604 

594 
53 

62 
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^ 
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57 
56 

59 

58 

60 
59 

m 
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68 
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67 
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96 

— 
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70 
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21.5 

21.5 

21.5 

""■  1 

21.5 
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— 
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RETROSPECT  AND  SELECTIONS 


RELATITB   VO 


LITERATURE,  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES, 
AND  THE  FINE  ARTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 
BIOGRAPHICAL  ANECDOTES  AND  CHARACTERS. 


1. — Memoirs  of  the  Private  Life 
of  Marie  Antoinette  Queen  of 
France  and  Naxarre^  tpith  Ante* 
dotety  Sfc.  of  the  Reign  of  Louis 
XIV.  Louu  XF.  and  Louis  XVL 
By  Madame  Campan^firstfemme" 
de<hambre  to  the  Qiiffii. 

Madame  de  Campan  was  the 
confidant  of  Marie  Antoinette; 
and  attachment  to  the  Queen  ap- 
pears to  be  the  nilinj;  affection  of 
her  mind.  She  had,  doubtless, 
opportunities  which  none  beside 
could  possess  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  subject  upon 
which  she  writes.  Professing  our- 
selves to  be  of  no  party  whatever, 
we  shall  consider  it  our  duty  to 
register  her  details.  The  unfor- 
tunate queen,  as  well  as  other  cha- 
racters who  are  yet  moving  upon 
the  stage,  or  have  so  lately  passed 
off  it,  are  too  near  the  eye  to  be 
judged  impartially;  but  it  is  by 
collating  statements  like  these 
that  posterity  will  give  a  more 


impartial  award  of  praise  or  of 
censure. 

Madame  de  Campan  war  first 
introduced  at  Court  as  reader  to 
the  Princess  Victoire,  daughter  of 
Louis  XV.  and  she  remained  there 
till  the  volcano  of  popular  fury 
overwhelmed  her  sovereign,  and 
separated  the  devoted  attendant 
from  her  royal  mistress  and  friend; 
but  in  all  her  reverses  the  same 
intense  affection  seems  to  have  re* 
mained,  and  her  memory  retained 
the  same  admiration  of  her  unfor- 
tunate queen.  She  observes,  **  | 
have  lived  long,  fortune  has  affiird- 
ed  me  opportunities  of  seeing  and 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  cele- 
brated women  of  several  periods; 
I  have  been  intimate  with  young 
persons  whose  elegance  and  ami- 
able dispositions  will  be  remeni- 
bered  long  after  they  have  ceased 
to  exist ;  but  never  have  I  found, 
m  any  class  or  age,  a  woman  of 
so  fascinating  a  character  as  Marie 
Antoinette;   one   who,   notwith** 

A  2    •  standing 
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gtanding  die  dasiling  splendour  of 
royalty,  rettdned  fiuch  tenderness 
of  heart ;  who  under  the  pressure 
of  her  own  misfortunes  shewed 
more  sensibility  to  the  woes  of 
others.  I  never  saw  one  so  heroic 
in  danger,  so  eloquent  when  occa^ 
sion  required,  so  unreservedly  gay 
in  prosperity." 

And,  again»  "  Pardon  me,  au- 
gust shade!  unhappy  queen, 
pardon  me !  Thy  portrait  is  near 
me  while  I  am  writing  these  words. 
My  imagination,  impressed  with 
the  remembrapce  of  diy  sorrows, 
every  instant  directs  my  eyes  to 
those  fWitures  which  I  wish  to 
animate,  and  to  read  in  them  whe- 
ther I  am  doing  service  to  thy  me- 
mory in  writhig  this  work.  When 
I  look  at  that  noble  head  which 
UU  by  the  fury  of  barbarians,  tears 
fill  my  eyes,  and  suspend  my  nar- 
cation.  Yes,  I  will  speak  the  truth, 
by  which  thy  shade  can  never  be 
injured  ;  truth  must  prove  favour- 
able to  her  whom  falsehood  so 
cruelly  wronged." 

The  character  of  the  French 
Court  at  the  period  of  the  arri- 
val of  Marie  Antoinette,  was  in 
the  most  extreme  degree  voluptu- 
ous and  dissipated:  it  had  sunk 
nearly  to  that  degree  of  baseness, 
united  with  tyranny,  which  no 
people  could  tolerate ;  and  Louis 
aVI.,  the  most  amiable  of  the 
last  of  its  kings,  was  condemned 
to  atone  by  his  destruction  for  the 
crimes  of  his  predecessors. 

It  is  no  piece  of  good  fortune  to 
be  born  a  prince  or  a  princess; 
and  Marie  Antoinette  experienced 
this  from  her  childliood ;  even  her 
education  was  n^de  subservient 
to  the  ambition  or  the  caprice  of 
those  around  her ;  and  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Abbe  de  Vermond, 
was  to  be  attributed  many  of  those 


imprudent  steps  whiehy  although 
trivial  in  themselves,  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  first  causes  of  mocb 
of  her  unhappiness,  and  of  many 
of  the  calumnies  by  which  she  was 
pursued.      .    . 

The  marriage  of  Marie  Antoi- 
nette with  the  Dauphin  was  de- 
termined upon  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  Duke  de  Choi- 
senl ;  and  the  Marquis  de  Durfort 
was  appointed  proxy  for  the  mar- 
riage ceremony,' and  ambassador 
to  Vienna;  but  the  subsequent 
disgrace  of  the  Duke  de  Chdiseri, 
six  months  after  the  Dauphin's 
marriage,  enabled  Madame  de 
Marsan  and  Madame  de  6a^ 
m^nte  (for  the  ladies  ruled  every 
thing  at  the  French  court,)  to  ap- 
point as  ambassador  Prince  Louis 
de  Rohan,  than  whom,  Madame 
de  Campan  observes,  a  worse  se- 
lection, or  one  more  disagreeable 
to  Marie  Therese,  could  not  have 
been  made :  immoral  in  character, 
no  way  respected  by  the  Imperial 
court,  and  so  much  straitened  for 
money,  that  he  smuggled  to  such 
an  extent,  that  Marie  Therese,^  to 
put  a  stop  to  it  without  ofiending 
the  court  of  France,  was  com- 
pelled to  take  away  the  privileges, 
in  this  respect,  from  all  the  diplo- 
matic bodies.  Madame  Campan 
observes,  she  had  heard  the  queen 
say,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Prince  of  Rohan  at  Vienna, 
more  silk  stockings  were.aold  in 
one  year  than  at  Paris  and  Lyons 
together.  This  is  the  man  whose 
existence  was  afterwjards  ,so  inju- 
rious to  the  reputation  of  Marie 
Antoinette. 

Madame  Campan  counts  it  her 
next  misfortune,  that  the  Countess 
de  Noalles  was  assigned  her  for 
an  adviser — an  excdlent  woman 
in  herself,  but  very  improper  to 

be 
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be  Uie  oounseUcnr  of  a  yemig  per- 
son of  ligjbt  and  gay  spifits  :  her 
fnien  was  stiff  and  severe,  nothing 
to  win,  without  sweetness  of  man- 
neri  and  totadly  unengaging. — 
Etiquette  was  her  forte,  and  she 
wearied  the  young  princess  with 
her  perpetual  remonstrances.  Yet 
in  franco  this  etiquette  was  ne- 
cessary— ^her  dignity  and  reputa- 
tion depended  upon  it.  The  Abbe 
de  Vermond,  on  the  other  hand, 
ridicule/i  both  the  etiquette  and 
the  adviser. 

"The  Dauphiness  was  then  15 
year^  of  age,  beaming  with  fresh- 
ness, and  appeared  to  all  more 
than  beautiful*  Her  eyes  were 
mild,  her  smile  was  lovely,  her 
gait  was  aerial,  and  partook  at 
once  of  the  noble  character  of  the 
princesses  of  her  house,  and  of 
the  graces  of  the  French ;  and  in 
this  enchanting  being,  amid  the 
splendour  of  gaiety,  an  indescrib- 
able but  august  serenity,  and  the 
somewhat  proud  position  of  the 
head  and  shoulders,  marked  the 
daughter  of  the  Csesars/'  This 
portrait  was  drawn  by  the  hand  of 
friendship  and  of  love;  yet  doubt- 
less the  original  was  fascinating. 

Sometimes  she  suffered  herself 
to  be  carried  away  by  those  trans- 
ports, of  compassionate  kindness 
which  are  not  to  be  controlled 
either  by  rank,  or  by  the  customs 
which  it  establishes.  A  fire  hap- 
pened in  the  Place  Louis  XV. 
at  the  time  of  the  nuptial  en- 
tertainments, and  she  and  the 
Dauphin  sent  their  whole  income 
for  the  year  to  the  relief  of  the 
^ttfferer^. 

.  A  very  old  peasant  was  wound- 
ed by  the  stag  in  the  forest  of 
Fontainbleau  upon  a  hunting  oc- 
casion. ;  the  Panphipess  jumped 
put  of  her  calash,  placed  the  pea- 


sant and  his  fiunily  in  it,  had. them 
taken  back  to  their  epttage^  jmd 
bestowed  every  assistance  and 
attention  upon  them* 

Several  persons  in  her  service 
entered  her  room  one  evening» 
expecting,  no  one  there  but  & 
officer,  in  waiting:  the  you^g 
princess  was  sitting  by  the  side  of 
a  man.  considerably  in  years :  she 
had  placed  near  bi^i  a  bowl  of 
water,  and  was  binding  up  his 
hand  (^hich  was  wounded)  with 
her  handkerchief,  which,  she  had 
torn  up  for  tlie  purpose.  The  old 
man,  Reeled  even  to  tears,; left 
his  august  Qkistress  to  act  aa  she 
thought  proper.  He  had  hurt 
himself  in  moving  some  heavy 
piece  of  furniture  which  the  pm- 
cess  asked  him  for. 

Had  it  been  the  good,  fortune 
of  the  queen  to  haye  been  boim 
in  private  life,  she  might  indeed 
have  been  still  a  gay  and  thought* 
l^ss  creature;,  but  those  warm, 
maternal)  and  domestic  affecticMM 
which  existed  in  her  boaom,  would, 
in  all  probability,  jn  time  have 
made  her  such  as  might, weU  be 
imitated:  even  through  all  the 
impediments  of  rank  and  of.  in-f 
trigue,  the  generous  curnent  bunt 
forth,  and  bore  down  before,  it 
the  cold  barriers  of  etiquette  atid 
of  pride.  The  station  of  a  queen 
served  only,  to  heighten  her  cha- 
racter to  that  of  an  heroine;  cabn, 
constant,  collected,  yet  a.woinan, 
and  with,  a  woman's  weakness  and 
imprudence.  A  remarkable  in* 
stance  of  this  lady-like  impmdenoe 
appears  in  the  circumstances  of 
her  preparation  (or  flight.  She 
.could  not  be  pontent  to  go  with- 
out \mying  a  complete  set  of  bodv 
linen  fpr  herself  and. for  her  chil- 
^hren.;.  and,  notwithstanding  the 
remonstr^n(^>  and  .assurances  of 
Madame 
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Madame 'OEunptm,  who  obter^^, 
thai  **  a  quften  of  Prance  might 
find  chemiset  any  whcire,"  she  ex- 
posed the  whole  plan  by  this  un- 
necessary precaution  to  the  utmost 
danger,  and  at  last  she  completely 
robed  it,  because  she  could  not 
travel  without  a  favourite  travel- 
ling dressing-case,  the  removal  of 
which  discovered  the  whole. 

The  vivacity  of  her  disposition 
eottld  ill  brook  the  absurdities  of 

auette  under  the  old  regime; 
of  thb  etiquette  she  had  the 
full  enjoyment  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Countess  Noalles,  to 
whom  she  had  given  the  nick- 
name of  Madame  Etiquette. 

^*  The  princess's  toilette  was  a 
masterpiece  of  etiquette ;  every 
thing  done  on  the  occasion  was  in 
prescribed  forms.  Both  the  dame 
dlionneur,  and  the  tirewoman, 
usually  attended  and  officiated, 
assisted  by  the  pincipal  lady  in 
waiting,  and  two  inferior  attend- 
ants. The  tirewoman  put  on  the 
petticoat,  and  handed  the  gown  to 
the  queen*  The  dame  d^onneor 
poured  out  the  water  for  her  hands, 
and  put  on  her  body-linen.  When 
a  prmcess  of  the  ro^al  family  hap- 
pened to  be  present  while  the 
queen  was  dressing,  the  dame 
dlionneur  yielded  to  her  the  lat- 
ter act  of  this  office;  but  still  did 
not  yield  it  directlv  to  the  prin- 
cess of  the  bk>od;  in  such  a 
caw,  the  dame  dlionneur  was 
aceustomed  to  present  the  linen 
to  die  lady  in  waiting,  who  in 
her  turn  handed  it  to  the  prin- 
cess of  the  blood.  Each  of  thl^se 
Mies  observed  those  rules  scru- 
pulously as  affecting  their  rights. 
One  winter's  day  it  happened,  that 
the  queen,  who  was  entirely  un- 
dressed, was  going  to  put  on  her 
body-linen ;  I  held  it  ready  un- 


folded for  bar ;  di^  ^dame  dlK>a- 
neur  came  in,  slipped  off  her 
gown,  and  took  it.  A  rustling  was 
heard  at  the  door,  it  was  opened, 
and  in  came  the  Duchess  d'Or- 
leans;  she  took  her  gloves  off  and 
came  forward  to  take  the  gar- 
ment ;  but  as  it  would  have  been 
wrong  in  the  dame  d*honnenr  to 
hand  it  to  heir,  she  gave  it  to  me, 
and  I  handed  it  to  tbe  princess ;  a 
further  noise — it  was  the  Coun- 
tess di  Provence;  the  duchew 
handed  her  the  linen.  All  diis 
while  the  queen  kept  ber  arms 
crossed  upon  her  bosom,  and  ap- 
peared to  feel  cold.  Madame  ob- 
served her  uncomfortable  sitmi- 
tion,  and  merely  laying  down  her 
handkerchief,  without  taking  off 
her  gloves,  we  put  on  the  linen, 
and  in  so  domg  knocked  the 
queen's  cap  off.  The  queen  laugh- 
ed  to  conceal  her  impatience,  but 
not  till  she  had  muttered  serenl 
times,  *  How  disagreeable!— bow 
tiresome!"* 

*'  Madame  de  Noalles  abounded 
in  virtues ;  but  etiquette  was  to 
her  a  sort  of  atmosphere ;  at  Ae 
slightest  derangement  of  the  con- 
secrated order,  one  would  have 
thought  she  would  have  been 
stiffed,  and  that  the  principles  of 
life  would  forsake  her  frame.  One 
day,  I  unintentionally  threw  tbis 
poor  lady  into  a  terrible  agony: 
the  queen  was  receiving,  I  kno^ 
not  whom — some  persons  just 
presented,  I  believe;  the  lady  of 
honour,  the  queen's  tirewoman, 
and  the  ladies  of  the  bcd»chamber, 
were  behind  the  queen.  I  was 
near  the  throne  with  the  two 
women  on  duty.  All  was  right; 
at  least  1  thought  so.  Suddenly 
I  perceived  the  eyes  of  MadtfO* 
de  Noalles  fixed  on  mine.  Sbe 
made  a  sign  with  her  bead,  tfld 
*  then 
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lU»  nuMd  bar  h^AmwN  Co  ^ 
top  of  her  focebead,  Jowered  tiieni 
•gain*  caised  them  again;  then 
hqgan  to  .make  litde  eigne  with  her 
band.  From  mH  thie  pantomime 
I  could  eaeily  peroeiTe  that  somer 
thing  was  not  as  it  ahouhl  be ;  and 
ae  I  looked  about  on  all  sides  to 
find  wliat  it  «aa»  the  agitation 
of  she  countess  k^  increasing. 
Tbe^ueeny  wbo  perceive^all  tbist 
knkcd  at  me  with  a  smile :  I  found 
means  to  afiproacb  her  Majeatyi 
vhoeaid  to  me  in  a  whisper»  *Lei 
dauM  ytntr  lappeUf  or  lie  countess 
mil  exfireV  All  this  bustle  arose 
from  tiro  unlucky  pins,  which  fas- 
tened up  my  lappets,  whilst  the 
etiquette  of  costume  said, '  Lappeis 
hmghtg  downf  " 

Can  it  be  wondered,  that  as 
Madame  Campan  relates,  in  the 
midst  of  such  perpetual  weari- 
someness,  the  queen  should  long 
for  the  freedom  of  private  life,  or 
that  she  should  have  had  a  wish 
to  introduce  the  simpler  custova 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  ?  Some 
remarkaUe  instances  are  given  of 
ber  self-rcommand,  and  of  the  fas- 
dnatimi  of  her  manners,  by  which, 
with  «  ward,ahe  could  change  an 
enemy  to  a  friend. 

"  As  soon  as  Iftie  most  violent 
jacobins  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  queen  nearer  at 
hand,  of  :speaking  to  her  and  of 
hearing  her  voice,  they  became 
ber  moat  sealoiis  partisans ;  and 
even  when  she  was  in  the  prisoni 
of  the  Temple,  several  of  those 
wbo  had  contributed  to  place  her 
theae,  perished  for  having  attempt* 
ed  to  get  her  out  again. 

'^  On. the  morning  of  the- 7th 
of  Oetober,  the  same  women,  who 
the  iday  before  suvrounded    the 


Uod  u«4er  ^  Wefp*s  wio^v;i 
upon  the  terrace  of  the  castle,  and 
desired  to  see  her.    Her  majestjy 
appeared.     There    are    .alwayst 
among  mobs,  of  this  descripdoi^ 
offators,  that  is  to  say,  beix^  whp 
have  more  iiasttrance    tbai^    the 
vest;   a  woman  of  this  dc^scrip« 
tion  setting  up  for  counsellor,  ,tol4 
her  that  she  must  now  remove  fax 
from  ber   all  auch'  courtiem   as 
ruin  JkiQgs»  and  that  she  must  lov# 
the  inhabitants  of  her  good  city* 
The  queen  answered,  that  she  had 
loved  them    at  VersailleSj    an4 
would  likewise  love  them  at  Paris. 
'  Yes,  yes,'  said  another,  *  but  on 
the  14dh  of  July  you  wanted  to  be- 
siege the  city  and  have  it  bombard- 
ed ;  and  on  the  6th  October  you 
wanted  to  fl^  to  the  firontjlers.'  Thjs 
queen  replied  a&bly^  that  they 
bad  been  told  so  and  believed  it, 
and  that  there  lay  the  cause  c^ 
the  uahappiness  of  the  people,  an^ 
the  best  of  kings.     A  third  ad- 
dressed a  few  words  to  her   in 
German ;  the  queen  told  her  she 
did  not  understand  it;  and  that 
she  had  become  so  entirely  French 
as  eiren  to  Jiave  forgotten   hei 
mother  tongue.    This  d^laratioa 
was  answerod  by  bravast  and  ^Ujh 
ping.of  hands ;  they  then  desir^ 
her  to  make  a  compact  with  them; 
*  AW  said  she,  '  bow  can  I  make 
a  coRc^ct  with  you,  since  ypu 
have  no  faith  in  that  which  mv 
duty  points  out  to  ipie,  and  which 
I  ought  for  my  own  happiness  to 
respeot?*   They  asked  her  for  the 
ribbons  and  flowers  out  of  her 
hat ;  her  majesty  unfastened  theip 
herself,  and  gave  them ;  ihey  were 
divided  amcHijg  the  party,  whic^ 
for  above  half  an  hour  cried  out 
without  ceasing,  Marie  Antoi$utte 


osvriage  of  ibe  august  prisoners;-  for  ever  /  .Our  good gueen  for  everT 
riding. on  eamiona»  mid  utteriifg:      VAn  officer    of  the  Parisiafi. 

guard  dared  to  speak  insolently 

to 


the  most  abusive  language,  assem* 
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to  the  qveeii  im  Imt  0wii  ftp»t- 
ment,  (when  the  was  in  custody 
there).  M.  CMlot  wished  to  make 
A  eomplaint  to  M.  de  la  Fayette 
a|«mst  binit  and  have  him  hvoken. 


eqaeen 
descended 


l^ 


to  say  a  few  words  of 
I  and  kindness  to  the 


man ;  he  instantly  becaase  ond^of 
her  most  derctted  partisans," 

*'  One  of  the  most  furions  jaoo* 
bias,  who  marehed  with  these 
wretches,  (t.c*  a  mob  who  were 
parading,  and  carrying  among 
other  disgusting  emblems  a  gib- 
bet, to  which  a  dirty  doll  was  sue* 
pended  and  the  words  Marie  Ati- 
toinetU  d  la  lanttrnt  I  written  be- 
neath it,)  stopped  to  gire  Tent  to 
a  thousand  imprecations  against 
the  queen.  Her  maiesty  asked 
her,  whether  she  bad  ever  seen 
her.  She  replied  that  she  bad 
not. — Whether  she  had  done  her 
any  personal  wrong.  Her  answer 
was  the  same ;  but,  she  added,  *  it 
is  you  who  have  caused  misery  to 
the  nation.' — ^  You  have  been  told 
so,'  added  the  queen  ;  *  vou  are 
deceived :  as  the  wife  of  the  King 
of  trance  and  rootlier  of  the  Dau- 
phin, I  am  a  Frenchwoman ;  I 
shall  never  see  my  own  country 
igaih — ^I  can  be  happy  or  uiihap^ 
py  only  in  France;  I  was  happy 
when  you  loved  me.  The  fury 
began  to  weep^  asked  her  pardon 
and  said  '  It  was  because  I  did 
not  knowyou ;  I  see  that  you  are 
good.'" 

How  beautiful  the  mother  and 
•he  wife  appear  in  the  following 
anecdote. 

•^As  it  was  apprehended  (after 
(he  iSth.of  April,  1790)  that  an 
attempt  would  be  made  to  cariy 
off  the  king,  M.  de  la  Fayette  pro- 
mised to  keep  a  good  look  out, 
and    told    Louts    XVI.   that  he 


would  give  him  jwtiea  \m  4ii€ 
discbarge  of  a  cannon  from  Ueaiy 
the  Fourth's  battery  upon  the 
PoDtthnf.  Oathesamenigias 
km  casual  disehaiyssof  masqaefry 
were  beard  from  the  tenaoe  of 
die  Tnileries.  The  king,  de- 
ceived by  the  noise,  tew  to  tk 
Queen's  apartments ;  he  did  aot 
find  her  m  her  room ;  he  ran  to 
the  dauphin's  room,  when  he 
fbuod  the  queen  hoUing  her  tos 
in  her  arms.  '  Madame,*  said  the 
king  to  her,  *  I  wasseekiogyoo,  I 
have  been  uneasy  about  yoo.' 
The  queen,  shewing  her  son,  said 
to  him,  '  I  was  at  my  atatioD.' " 

<*  The  insurraction  of  the  5ih 
and  6th  of  October,  was  directed 
against  the  queen  in  particulsr. 
The  poiseardai  wore  white  aproox, 
whidi,  they  aaid,  were  intended 
to  receive  the  bowels  of  Marie 
Antoinette,  and  that  they  would 
make  cockades  of  them*  Tbe 
French  mob  have,  upon  sll  oces- 
sions,  borne  the  palm  of  eaagui- 
nary  cruelty  and  bratality,  from 
that  of  every  other  couatiy* 

*'  The  queen  at  two  o'clock  ia 
the  roomings  went  to  bed  and  to 
sleep,  being  tired  with  the  erenti 
of  such  a  day ;  she  hcnctf  issied 
no  danger,  but  her  woaien,  bei«g 


hai»ily  more  apardiensivsw  f*^ 
bably  savad  her  life :  Acy  cslkd 
their  femmes-de^chambie,  sod  aU 
four  sat  against  her  bcd^oov 
door.  At  half  past  Ibar,  tbey 
heard  yells  and  £scharges  ai  fiie 
anns,  and  ran  to  awakioi  her  aod 
get  her  out  of  bed :  at  that  iso- 
meat  the  aentinel,  atucked  bjs 
mob,  with  his  face  covered  with 
blood,  called  out,  *  &nre  tke  ^ smi, 
madame ;  tkey  Aave  €om€  taatm^" 
mate  ier.*  The  terrified  qaees 
threw  herself  out  of  bed;  they  pot 
a  petticoat  upon  her  witheot  tpag 
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Hf  and  the  two  ladies  condiuAcd 
her  to  the  Bull  t  eye.  A  door 
vliicb  led  from  the  queen's  toilet 
oiatet  to  tint  aMrtment,  bad 
ae^er  before  been  faatened  bat  on 
ber.  aide.  What  a  dreadful  mo- 
ment !.  It  was  foimd  to  be  secured 
on  the  other.  They  knocked  fe« 
peatediy  with  all  their  strength ; 
n.  servant  of.  one  of  the*,  king's 
Yalets  de  ehambre  came  and 
opened  it ;  the  queen  entered  the 
bnig's  chamb^,  but  he  was  not 
there.  Alarmed  for  the  queen's 
life,  he  had  gone  down  the. corri- 
dors under  the  Buirs  eye,  by 
means  of.  which  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  go  to  the  queen's  apart- 
ments without  being  under  the 
necessity  of  crossing  that  room. 
He  entered  her  majesty's  room, 
and  found  no  one  there  but  some 
body  guards  who  had  taken  re- 
fuge in  it.  The  king,  untirilling 
to  expose  their  lives,  told  them  to 
wait  a  few  minutes,  and  after- 
wards sent  to  desire  them  to  go 
t04  the  BuU*s  eye.  Madame  de 
Toorzel*  at  that  time  governess  of 
the  children  of  France,  had  just 
taken. madame  and  the  dauphin 
to  the  king's  apartments.  The 
ipMea  saw.  her  children  again. 
The  reader  must  tfnagine  this 
scene  of  tenderness  and  despair/' 
.  It  was  this  moment,  so  unfit  for 
dtt  puvpoae,  that  calumny  selected 
far.  the  assertion  of  a  circumstance, 
aimed  at  the  reputation  of  the 
queen-^-'that  circumstance  is  well 
known,  and  we -shall  not  mention 
it^  but  Marie  Antoinette  bad  been 
the  Jbutt  of  calumny  from  the  mo- 
ment of .  her  entering  France. 
Well  might  she  say,  when  her  at- 
tendants observed  jto  bier  •  th^y 
faured  she  .would  be.  poisoned,,  that 
tjhe  assassin  went  a  surer  way  t{ian 
that  to  work :  they  aimed  more 


oertm  and  more  fatal  b)ows  by 
calumny. 

"  The  army  occupied  the  place 
d*:armes,  all  the  oourt-yards  of 
the  chateau,  and  the  entrance  to 
the  avenue.  They  called  for  the 
queen  to  appear  in  the  balcony  < 
she  came  forward  with^  madanie 
and  the  dauphin.  There  was  a 
cry  of  *no  ckiidren.*  Was  this 
with  a  view  to  deprive  her  of  the 
interest  she  inspired,  accon[ipam.ed 
as  she  was  by  her  young  family ; 
or  did  the  leaders  of  the  demo-t 
crats  hope  that  some  madman 
would  venture  to  aim  a  mortal 
blow  at  her  person  ?  This  seemed 
to  be  her  idea,  for  she  sent  away 
her  children^  and,  with  hands  and 
eyes  raised  towards  heaven,  ad- 
vanced iipon  the  balcony  like  a' 
self-devoted  victim* 

^*  The  mob  demanded  of  the  king' 
to  go  to  Paris.  A  t  one  ofclock  they 
set  out — the,  King  and  Queen,  the 
Dauphin  and  Madame,  the  king's 
daughter.  Monsieur,  Madame^ 
Madame  Elizabeth,  and  Madms* 
de  Tourzel,  were  in  the  carriage ; 
the  Princess  de  Chimay  and  the 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber  for  the 
week,  the  king's  suite  and  servants 
followed  in  court  carriages;  a 
hundred  deputies  iiai  cairirii^esl  arid 
the  bulk  of  the  Parisian  amgr. 
closed  the  procession.  The  pois* 
sardes  went  before  abd  around  the 
carriage  of  their  majesties,  crying^ 
*  fVe  shall  want  no  more  bread,  we 
have  brought  the  baker,  the  baker*t 
wife,  and  the  little  baker  boy  J  Iq, 
the  midst  of  this  troop  of  canibals, 
the  heads,  of  two  murdered  body 
guards  .were  carried  on  poles. 
The  monsters  who  made , trophies 
of  them,  conceived  the  horrid  idea 
of  forcing  a  hairdresser  of  Sevres, 
to  drefs  thei^  up,  and  powder 
their  bloody  locks.     In  thq  midst 
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•f  all  the  tttoralty  clMBour,  «nd 
singing,  interrupted  by  freqoettt 
discharges  of  musqaetry,  which 
the  hand  of  a  bungler,  or  a  mon- 
ster, might  so  easily  render  fatal, 
the  queen  preserved  the  most  cou- 
rageous tranquillity  of  soul,  and  an 
air  of  nobili^  and  inexpressible 
dignity/' 

It  is  not  often  we  meet  with  a 
more  perfect  contrast  of  circum- 
stances,  than  in  the  fortunes  of 
Marie  Antomette.  The  animating 
spirit  of  the  splendid  enchant- 
ments of  Versailles^  a  creature 
•flight  and  gaiety,  matchless  in 
her  beauty,  playful  in  her  wit ;  un- 
veservedand  unrestrained,  with- 
out care  and  without  thought; 
diis  aerial  being,  whose  shoulder 
kad  ncTer  been  touched  by  the 
yoke  of  adversity, — first  pursued 
by  slander,  then  ber  ruin  plotted, 
the  object  of  perpetual  insult, 
outraged  by  the  mob,  her  hair 
bleached  in  one  mght  by  sorrow 
as  with  extreme  age;  her  ears 
assailed  by  the  most  disgusting 
language;  her  heart  broken  by 
continued  grief;  die  queen,  Che 
mother,  and  the  vroman,  stung  in 
every  point,  and  at  last,  the  victim 
of  her  cruel  enemies. 

**  I  still  see  in  imagination," 
says  Madame  Campan,  "and shall 
always  see,  that  narrow  cell  at  the 
Feuillans,  hung  with  green  paper, 
Uiat  wretched  couch  whence  the 
dethroned  queen  stretched  out  her 
arms  to  us,  saying, '  that  our  mis- 
fortunes, of  which  she  was  the 
cause,  aggravated  her  own.'  There, 
for  the  IsMt  time,  I  saw  the  tears, 
I  heard  the  sobs  of  her,  whom 
her  high  birth,  the  endowments 
of  nature,  and  above  all,  the  good- 
nees  of  her  heart,  had  seemed  to 
destine  for  the  ornament  of  a 
tfafone,  and  the  happiness  of  her 
poople." 


How  satisfying  an  m 
this  firmness  and  constancy  aflfosd* 
to  the  numerous  calumnies  with 
which  she  has  been  aasafled.  She 
might  be,  and  was  impmdent  :— 
being  widiout  care,  tfhe  was  also 
without  thought ;  and  unsuspect- 
ingly offisred  abnndanca  of  oppoiw 
tunities  for  men  as  malMrnanc  nod 
amfol  as  Sottlavis  or  Rohan,  to 
influence  a  blind  mob  to  brieve 
those  calumnies,  folseas  they  wcse^ 
and  to  oflfer  her  at  every  step  an 
increase  of  insult,  till  at  last  thsf 
trampled  4ier  beneath  their  foet* 

If  we  recur  4>nly  to  the  slory 
of  the  diamond  necklace,  how 
simple  is  Madame  Canqian's  nar- 
rative, contrasted  with  diat  of  the 
practised  and  cautious  oonrtier* 

Her  marriage  was  the  cause  of 
all  her  misfortunes;  from  the 
beginning  it  was  marked  with 
painfolness.  The  constituticmal 
coldness  of  the  Dauphin,  arising 
from  disease,  gave  her  for  n  long 
time  domestic  uneasiness ;  and  Iim 
weakness  nnd  indecision,  when  he 
came  to  the  crown,  caused  her  mis* 
fortunes  as  a  queen. 

The  afiaiffs  of  ^France  had  been 
long  coming  to  a  crisis :«— no  one 
could    bear  the'tytanny  of  the 

Jovermnent;  Lonis  XV*  never 
esitaied  to  wound,  for  his  gantn 
fication,  the  dearest  and  deepest 
feelings  of  the  heart.  Such  was 
the  history  of  MademoiseUe  Tm^ 
celin.  The  king  remarked  her  at 
only  nine  years  of  age,  as -he  had 
many  other  young  persons,  whom 
he  had  directed  his  confidential 
servant,  Le  Bel,  to  watch  and  to 
entrap  for  him ;  she  was  in  the 
care  of  a  nurse  hi  the  gwdens  of 
theTuileries;  the  king  qpdice^if 
her  extraordinary  bemi^  to  Lt 
Bel,  who  succeeded  in  procnring 
her  fiDom  die  nurse  for  a  fow 
louis.    She  was  the  daughter  of 
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Mr.  de  TierceliH,  a  man'of  qnaltty, 
who  could  not  patiently  endure  an 
aflVont  of  this  nature;  he  was, 
however,  told,  that  his  child  was 
lost,  and  it  would  he  best  for  him 
to  submit  to  the  sacrifice  unless  he 
wished  to  lose  his  liberty  also. 
She  was  introduced  at  the  palace 
as  Mad.  Boneral.  The  Duke  de 
Choiseul  afterwards  became  jea- 
lous of  her  influence  over  the 
king,  and  accused  her  father  of 
kitngue.  The  father  and  daugh- 
ter were,  in  consequence,  confined 
separately  in  the  Bastille. 
-  Things  could  not  long  go  on 
dius:  Louis  XVI«  came  to  a 
throne  tottering  through  the 
wickedness  of  his  predecessors, 
and  he  was  of  all  men  one  of  the 
least  likely  to  secure  it  by  strength 
of  mind,  or  firm  decision  of  action. 
His  embarkation  in  the  American 
war  has  been  often  remarked  for 
its  imprudence :  his  view  was  cer- 
tainly to  injure  England,  not  to 
extend  republican  principles ;  and 
the  king  lost  no  opportunity  of 
showing  his  disapprobation  of 
such  principles,  which  he  could 
not  but  perceive  were  gaining 
ground,  even  among  those  who 
are  Ihe  support  of  an  absolute 
monarchy,  the  military.  The 
queen  was  always  opposed  to  in* 
terfbrence  in  the  American  war ; 
she  treated  die  English  nobility, 
upon  the  peace  of  1785,  with 
marked  attention,  and  oflen  laugh- 
ed at  the  enthusiasm  with  which 
Franklin  inspired  the  French : 
such,  indeed,  could  not  be  agree- 
able either  to  her  or  the  king. 

Dr.  Franklin  appeared  at  court 
in  the  dress  of  an  American  culti- 
vator. His  hair  straight  and  un- 
powdered,  his  round  hat  and 
brown  cloth  coat,  formed  a  con* 
trast  widi  the  laced  and  embroi- 
dered coats  and  powdered  and 


]perfiimed  heads  of  the  oourtiers 
ofVersaines.  This  novelty  turn- 
ed the  enthusiastic  heads  of  the 
French  women.  Elegant  enter- 
tainments were  given  him,  at  one 
of  which  Mad.  Cam  pan  'was  pre- 
sent, when  the  most  beautiful 
^oman  out  of  three  hundred  was 
selected  to  place  a  crown  of  laurel 
upon  the  white  head  of  the  Ame- 
rican philosopher,  and  two  kisses 
upon  his  cheeks.  Even  in  the 
palace  t^  Versailles,  Franklin's 
medallion  was  sold  under  the 
king's  eyes,  in  the  exhibition  of 
Sevres  porcelain.  The  motto  of 
this  medallion  was — 

**  Eripnit  ealo  folmen,  teeptraaiqoe  tjnakh,** 

The  king  certainly  evinced  his 
sentiments  in  a  jest  he  played 
upon  the  Countess  Diana,  who 
had  entered  warmly  into  the  ido^ 
latry  of  the  American  delegate. 
He  had  a  vase  de  nuit  made  at 
the  Sevres  manufactory,  at  ^be 
bottom  of  which  was  the  medal-^ 
lion  with  its  fashionable  legend  $ 
and  he  sent  it  to  the  Countess  as 
a  new  year's  gift 

The  Americans  abroad  and  the 
ultras  at  home  at  last  brought  hiH 
majesty  to  his  tremendous  expia^ 
tion  of  sins,  generally  not  his 
own ;  and  as  if  these  gentry  were 
not  enough  then  (as  they  bid  hat 
to  be  now)  to  ruin  their  master, 
the  'Empress  Catherine  of  Russia 
was  at  the  pains  to  write  him  a 
letter  with  her  own  hand,  in  which 
was  this  meek  advice — **  Kings 
ought  to  proceed  in  their  career, 
undisturbed  by  the  cries  of  the 
people,  as  the  moon  pursues  her 
course  unimpeded  by  the  howKng 
of  dogs." 

We  shall  not  follow  the  eventi 
of  the  revolution  which  are  gene* 
rally  so  well  known ;  but  cot^ 
elude  witfi  the  following  extracta^ 

*'  One  of  the  things  about  which 
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the  quaen'  most  desired  to  be 
BBiiB&tdf  was  the  opinion  of  the 
fainouB  Pitt.  She  would  some- 
times say  to  me :  "  I  never  pro- 
nounce the  name  of  Pitt,  but  I 
feel  death  at  my  shoulder  (1  use 
her  very  words) :  that  man  is  the 
morul  enemy  of  France  ;  and  he 
takes  a  dreadful  revenge  for  the 
impolitic  support  given  by  the 
Cabinet  pf  y  ersailles  to  the  Ame- 
rican insurgents.  He  wisl^es,  by 
our  destruction^  to  guarantee  the 
maritime  power  of  his  country 
for  ever,  against  the  efforts  made 
by  the  king  to  improve  his  ma- 
rine power,  and  their  happy,  re- 
sults during  the  war.  He  knows 
^at  it  is  not  only  the  king's 
policy,  but  his  private  inclination, 
to  be  solicitous  about  his  fleets  ; 
and  that  the  roost  active  utep  he 
has  taken,  during  his  whole  reign, 
was  to  visit  the  port  of  Cher- 
bourg. Pitt  has  served  the  cause 
of  the  French  revolution  from 
the  first  disturbances;  he  will 
perhaps  serve  it  until  its  annihi- 
Ution.  I  will  endeavour  to  learn 
to  what  point  he  intends  to  lead 
us,  and  I  am  sending  M—  to 
London  for  that  purpose.  H^ 
has  been  intimately  connected 
with  Pitt,  and  they  have  often  had 
political  conversations  respecting 
|fae  French  government.  I  will 
get  him  to  make  him  speak  out, 
at  least  as  far  as  such  a  man  can 
9peak  out." 

..  *'Some  time  afterwards,  the 
queen  told  me  that  her  secret 
fttkyoy  had  returned  from  Lon- 
don; and  that  all  he  had  been 
able  to  wring  from  Pitt,  whom  he 
found  alarmingly  reserved,  was, 
ll^at  he  toauid  not  syfer  the  French 
mtmurch^  to  fail;  that  to  sufier 
the  revolutionary  spirit  to  erect 
an  oTgapised  republic  in  France, 


would  be  a  great  error,  as  tegar4* 
jng  the  tranquillity  of  all  Europe.^ 
•'  Whenever,"  said  she,  "  Pitt  ex- 
pressed himself  appn  the  neces- 
sity of  supporting  a  monarchy  in 
France,  he  maintained  the  moat 
profound  silence  upon  what  con- 
cerns the  monarch.  The  result 
of  these  conversations  is  any  thing 
but  encouraging ;  but,  even  as  to 
that  monarchy*  which  he  wishes 
to  save,  will  he  have  means  and 
strength  to  save  it,  if  he  auffers 
ustofaU?" 

Bad  as  affectation  of  any  kind 
may  be,  that  of  republican  rude- 
ness is  one  of  the  worst.  "Potion's 
republican  rudeness  was  disgust- 
ing ;  he  ate  and  drank  in  the 
king's  berlin  in  a  slovenly  man- 
ner, throwing  the  bones  of  the 
fowls  out  through  the  window, 
at  the  risk  of  sending  them  even 
into  the  king's  face;  lifting  up 
hiB  glass  when  Madame  ElizabeA 
poured  him  out  wine,  to  show  her 
that  diere  was  enough,  without 
saying  a  word.  Petion  held  the 
little  Dauphin  upon  his  knees, 
and  amused  himself  with  curling 
the  beautiful  light  hair  of^  the  in- 
teresting child  round  his  fingers; 
and  as  he  spoke  with  much  gesti- 
culationi  he  pulled  his  locks  hard 
enough  to  make  the  Dauphin  cnr 
put.  *  Give  me  my  son,'  said 
the  queen  to  him :  '  he  is  ai> 
customed  to  tenderness  and  deti* 
cacy,  which  render  him  little  fit 
for  such  roughness.' " 

i. — Reminiscences  of  Charles  But' 
ler^  Esq,  of  Lincoln*s  Inn. 

ParUamentary  Eloquence*  Lord 
Chatham, — No  person,  in  his  ex- 
ternal appearance,  was  ever  more 
bountifully  gifted  by  nature  fi>ran 
orator.  In^his  look  and  bis  gestures, 
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frace  and  dignity  combined,  but 
ignity  presided ;  the  **  terrors  of 
his  beck,  the  lightning  of  his  eye," 
vere  insufferable.     His  voice  was 
both  full  and  clear ;  his  lowest  whis- 
per was  distinctly  heard,  his  middle 
tones  were  sweet,  rich,  and  beau- 
tifully varied ;  when  he  elevated 
his  voice  to  its  highest  pitch,  the 
house  was  completely  nlled  with 
the  volume  of  the  isound.    The 
effect  was  awful,  except  when  he 
wished  to  cheer  or  animate;  he 
then    had    spirit-stirring    notes, 
which  were  perfectly  irresistible. 
He  frequently  rose,  on  a  sudden, 
from  a  very  low  to  a  very  high 
key,  but  it  seemed  to  be  without 
effort.     His  diction  was  remark- 
ably simple,  but  words  were  never 
chosen  with  greater  care ;  he  men- 
tioned to  a  friend  of  the  Reminis- 
cent, that  he  had  read  twice  from 
beginning  to  end,  Bailey's  Diction" 
ary ;  and  that  he  had  perused 
some  of  Dr.  Barrow's  Sermons  so 
often,  as  to  know  them  by  heart. 
His  sentiments,  too,  were  ap- 
parently simple;   but  sentiments 
were   never   adopted   or  uttered 
with  greater  skill ;  he  was  often 
familiar,  and  even  playful,  but  it 
was  the  familiarity  and  playfulness 
of  condescension — the  lion   that 
dandled  with  the  kid.     The  terri- 
ble,   however,   was    his  peculiar 
power ;  then  the  whole  house  sunk 
before  him — Still  he  was  digni- 
fied; and  wonderful  as  was  his 
eloquence,  it  was  attended  with 
this  most  important  eficct,  that  it 
impressed    every  hearer   with   a 
conviction  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  him  even  fairer  than  his 
words ;  that  the  roan  was  infinitely 
greater  than  the  orator,—  It  was 
the  manner,  not  the  words,  that 
did  the  wonder.     This,  however, 
used  to  escape  the  observation  of 


the  bearers  :,they  were  quite  blind 
to  Lord  Chatham's  manner,  and 
ascribed  the  whole  to  what  be 
said.  Judging  of  this  by  the  ef- 
fect it  produced  on  theih,  they 
concluded  that  what  he  said  was 
infinitely  finer  than  it  really  was, 
or  even  than  any  words  could  be. 
This  was  one  of  the  most  marvel- 
lous qualities  of  his  oratory. 

One  of  the  fairest  specimens 
which  we  possess  of  his  Lord* 
ship's  oratory,  is  his  speech,  in 
1766,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act. 

**  Anauit,  et  mctatotam  tremefecit  Oljnpaai." 

Most  perhaps  who  read  the  report 
of  this  speech  in  Almon's  Regis- 
ter, .  will  wonder  at  the  e^t 
which  it  is  known  to  have  pro* 
duced  on  the  hearers;  y^t  the 
report  is  tolerably  exact,  ai>4 
exhibits,  although  faintly,  its  lead^ 
ing  features.  But  they  shoikld 
have  seen  the  look  of  inefiable 
eontempt  with  which  he  surveyed 
the  late  Mr.  Grenville,  who  sat 
within  one  of  him,  and  should 
have  heard  him  say  with  that 
look,  ''As  to  the  late  ministxy, 
every  capital  measure  they  have 
taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong." 
They  should  also  have  belief 
him,  when,  addressing  himself  to 
Mr.  Grenville's  successors,  he; 
said,  ''  As  to  the  present  gentle- 
men, those,  at  least,  whom  I  have 
in  my  eye,"  (looking  at  the  bench 
on  whidi  Mr.. Conway  sat,}  "  I 
have  no  objection.  I  have  never 
been  made  a  sacrifice  by  any  of 
them.  Some  of  them  have  done 
me  the  honour  to  ask  my  poor 
opinion,  before  they   would  en- 

§age  to  repeal  the  act :  they  wiU 
o  me  the  justice  to  own,  I  did 
advise  them  to  engage  to  do  jt^ 
but  notwithstanding  (for  1  love  to 
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be  explicit,)  I  cannot  give  them 
my  confidence.  Pardon  nie»  gen- 
tlemen, (bowing  to  them,)  con- 
fidence is  a  plant  of  slow  growth.'^ 
Those  who  remember  the  air  o{ 
condescending  protection  with 
which  the  bow  was  made  and  the 
look  given,  when  he  spoke  these 
words,  will  recollect  bow  mudi 
they  themselves,  at  the  moment^ 
were  both  delighted  and  awed, 
and  what  they  .themselves  then 
conceived  of  the  immeasurable 
superiority  of  the  orator  over 
every  human  being  that  surround- 
ed him. — In  the  passages  whichi 
we  have  cited,  there  is  nothing 
which  an  ordinary  speaker  might 
not  have  said;  it  was  the  manner, 
and  the  manner  only»  which  pro- 
duced the  efl&ct. 


3. — Private  Comesjxmdence  of  W, 
Covjper^  Esq.  xoith  several  qfhw 
most    intimate  friends.      Now 

first  published  from  the  originals 
in  the  possession  of  his  kinsnum» 
John  Johnson^  LL.D.  rector  of 
Yaxham  with  WeUome^  in  Nor^ 

folk,    ft  vols*  8vo. 

I7  Cowper  was  not  that  master 
magician  who  could  enchant  the 
whole  spirit,  there  is  something 
about  his  character  peculiarly 
interesting  —  natural  brightness 
shadowed  with  the  gloom  of  men- 
tal disease — a  heart  of  feeling 
which  was  thus  made  the  eentre- 
place  of  perpetual  pain,  remind- 
ing one  of  an  instrument,  which, 
although  out  of  tune,  yet  retains 
in  its  discords  the  sweetness  of 
its  perfect  music. 

The  following  he  writes  upon 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Newton  having 
quitted  OIney. 

"  The  vicarage*house  became  a 


melancholy  objeet,    as  soop  a^ 
Mr.  Newton  had  left  it;   when 
vott  left  it,  it  became  more  me- 
lancholy ;  now  it  is  actually  oc- 
cupied by  another  family,  even  I 
cannot  k>ok  at  it  without  being 
shocked.     As  I    walked  in    the 
garden    thb  evening  I  saw  the 
smoke   issue    frcHn     the    study- 
chimney,  and  said  to  myself,  that 
used  to  be  a  sign  that  Mr.  Newton 
was  there ;  but  it  is  so  no  longer. 
The  walls   of  the  house  know 
nothing  of  the  change  that  has 
taken  place;  the  bolt  of  the  cham- 
ber-door sounds  just  as  it  used  to 
do ;  and  when  ^lr.  P —  goes  up- 
stairs, for  aught  that  I  know  or 
ever  shall  know,  the  fiiU  of  his 
foot  could  hardly  perhaps  be  dis- 
tinguished from  that  of  Mr.  New- 
ton.    But  Mr.  Newton's  foot  will 
never  be  heard  upon  that  stair- 
case again.     These  reflections  and 
such  as  these  occurred  tom^upon 
the  occasion;  ♦••♦••.    If 
I  were  in  a  condition  to  leave 
Olney  too,  I  certainly  would  not 
stay  in  it.     It  is  no  attachment 
to  the  place  that  binds  me  here, 
but  an  unfitness  lor  every  other. 
I  lived  in  it  once,  but  now  I  am 
buried  in  it,  and  have  no  business 
with  the  world  on  the  outside  of 
my  sepulchre;    my   appearance 
would  startle  them,   and    theirs 
would  be  shocking  to  me.** 
How  affecting  is  the  following : 
''  If  I  had  strength  of  mind,  I 
have  not  strength  of  body  for  the 
task  which,  you  say,  some  would 
impose  upon  me.     I  cannot  bear 
much  thinking.     The  meshes  of 
diat  fine  network,  the  brain,  are 
composed  of  such  mere  spinners' 
threads  in  me,  that  when  a  long 
thought  finds  its  way  into  them, 
it  buzzes  and  twangs,  and  bustles 
about  at  such  a  rate  as  seems  to 
threaten 
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Areetea  the  wkok  contextwre. — 
PTo — I  inttst  needs  refer  it  to  you 

**  Mj  enigma  will  probably 
fi|id  you  ottti  and  you  will  find 
oat  my  enigma,  at  some  future 
time.  I  am  not  in  a  humour  to 
Irantcribe  it  now.  Indeed  I  won* 
der  that  a  sportive  thought  should 
ever  knock  at  the  door  of  my  in« 
telleotsi  and  still  more  that  it 
should  gain  admittance.  It  is  as 
if  Harlequin  should  intrude  him« 
self  into  a  gloomy  chamber  where 
a  corpse  is  deposited  in  state. 
His  antic  gesticulations  would  be 
unseasonable  at  any  rate,  but 
more  especially  so  if  they  i^ould 
distort  the  features  of  the  mourn* 
ful  attendants  into  laughter*  But 
the  mind  long  wearied  with  the 
sameness  of  a  dull,  dreary  pro* 
spectf  will  gladly  fix.  its  eyes  on 
any  thing  that  may  make  a  little 
variety  in  its  contemplationi 
though  it  were  but  a  kitten  play- 
ing with  her  tail." 

Again,  speaking  of  his  poetic 
studies: 

**  At  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  in  this  gloomy  uncomfortable 
climate,  it  is  no  easy  matter  for 
the  owner  of  a  mind  like  mine,  to 
divert  it  from  sad  subjects,  and 
fix  it  upon  such  as  may  administer 
to  its  amusement*  Poetry,  above 
all  things,  is  useful  to  me  in  this 
respect.  While  I  am  Jn  pursuit 
of  pretty  images,  or  a  pretty  way 
of  expressing  them,  I  forget  every 
thing  that  is  irksome,  and  like  a 
boy  that  plays  truant,  determine 
to  avail  myself  of  the  present  op** 
portunity  to  be  amused,  and  to 
put  by  the  disagreeable  recolleo* 
tion,  that  I  must,  after  all,  go 
home  and  be  whipt  again." 

''There  is  nothing  but  this-— 


no  occupation  within  my  small 
sphere^  poetry  excepted — can  do 
much  toward  diverting  that  train 
of  mdancholy  thoughts,  which, 
when  I  am  not  thus  employed, 
are  for  ever  pouring  themselves  in 
upon  me.** 

The  following  is  a  singular 
fixture  of  the  bright  and  the 
shadowy: 

''  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  the 
truth  of  what  you  say,  when  you 
complain  of  that  crowd  of  trifling 
thoughts  that  pester  you  without 
ceasing;  but  then  you  always 
have  a  serious  thought  standing 
at  the  door  of  your  imagination, 
like  a  justice  of  the  peace  with 
the  riot-act  in  his  hand,  ready  to 
read  it  and  disperse  the  mob. 
Here  lies  the  dmerence  between 
you  and  me*  My  thoughts  are 
clad  in  a  sober  livery,  for  the 
most  part  as  grave  as  that  of  a 
bishop^s  servants.  They  turn  too 
upon  spiritual  subjects,  but  the 
tulest  fellow  and  the  loudest 
among  them  all,  is  he  who  is  cour 
tinually  crying  with  a  loud  voice, 
Actum  est  de  te^  periistu  You 
wish  for  more  attention,  I  for 
less.  '  Dissipation  itself  would  be 
welcome  to  me,  so  it  were  not  a 
vicious  one;  bat  however  earnestly 
invited,  it  is  ooy  and  keeps  at  a 
distance.  Yet  with  all  this  dis- 
tressing gloom  upon  my  mindt  I 
experience,  as  you  do,  the  slip* 
periness  of  the  present  hour,  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  time 
e^pes  me.  Every  thing  around 
us,  and  every  thing  which  befals 
us,  constitutes  a  variety,  which, 
whether  agreeable  or  otherwise, 
has  still  a  thievish  propensity, 
and  steals  from  us  days,  months, 
and  years,  with  such  unparalleled 
address,  that  even  white  we  say 
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they  are  here,  they  are  gone. 
Pr6m  infancy  to  manhood  is  ra- 
ther a  tedious  period,  chiefly,  I 
suppose,  because  at  that  time  we 
act  under  the  control  of  others, 
and  are  not  suffered'  .to  have  a 
will  of  our  owo;  but  thence 
downward  iiito  the  vale  of  years, 
is  such  a  declivity,  that  we  have 
just  an  opportunity  to  reflect  upon 
the  steepness  of  it,  and  thefi  nnd 
ourselves  at  the  bottom;" . 

There  are  few,  whose  history 
both  personal  and  mental,  is  more 
fully  known  than  that  of  Cowper, 
but  we  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  giving  the  above  extracts 
from  these  volumes  of  his  Letters 
to  full  of  sadness  and  of  beauty. 
He  often  wrote  with  gaiety,  but 
it  was  forced  and  unnatural  to 
him,  all  easy  as  it  appears ;  and 
of  this  he  says,  **  he  has  played 
the  antic  in  a  state  of  deiection, 
to  which  others  are  utter  strangers, 
and  assumed  an  air  of  cheerful- 
ness and  vivacity,  to  which  he 
was  in  reality  a  stranger." — ^The 
contemplation  of  the  mental  por- 
trait of  Cowper  is  at  once  a 
source  of  sympathy  and  of  pain. 

4.—  Count  Las  Cast^'  Journal  of 
the  CoTFoersations  of  Napokon, 
4-c.,  with  Historical  Dictations  to 
General  Gourgaud  and  Cot$nt 
Monthohn,  4  vols. 
Whatever   credit  we  may  or 
may  not  give  to  the  dictator  of 
these  volumes  for  fair  unvarnish- 
ed  truth,  their   contents  cannot 
fail  to  be  interesting.     In  ihem 
Napoleon  is  avowedly  telling  his 
own  tale,  and  defending  himself; 
and  we  are  at  least  enabled  to 
see  things  under  different  glosses, 
although  we   may  find  nothing 


sufficiently  plausible  to  make  m 
alter  our  former  opinions.  It  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  man; 
with  a  n&ind  like  the  mind  of  Bo- 
naparte, should  have  mudi  to  say 
for  himself,  even  wliere  least  was 
expected.  He  needed  defending 
by  some  one,  and  several  df  his 
principal  agents  have  since  fol- 
io wed  his  example  of  ielf-defehce ; 
but  it  may  be  apprehended  die 
truth  of  history  will  not  be  much 
elicited  by  their  apologies. 

These  volumes  contaih  the  sen- 
timents of  Bonaparte  upota  history, 
politics,  public  characters,  aceount 
of  his  confinement  at  St.  Helena, 
and  his  conversations  upon  ifidif< 
ferent  subjects  ;  they  conclude 
with  an  account  of  bis  death. 

Las  Cases'  account  is  partiini- 
larly  interesting.  ^Frorai  his  per- 
sonal intimacy  witlT  Bonajtarte  be 
mustnecessardy  have  known  vAm 
than  any  of  the  English  writers 
who  preceded  him.  He  begins 
immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Waterloo. 

The  Count  justly  remarks^  that 
we  never  commence  the  perusal  of 
any  history,  without  first  wishing 
to  know  something  of  the  charac- 
ter of  its  author.    He  therefdre 
relates  a  few  fkcts  respeetiiig  his 
own  past  life.     When  the  Frendi 
Revolution  broke  out,  Couht  Ui 
Cases  was  a  1ieutenan€-de-vats- 
seau,  which  corresponded  with  die 
rank  of  a  field-officer  in  the  line; 
but  his  rank  opened  the  way  W 
high  professional  prospects.    De- 
prived, however,  by  the  vices  df 
the  old  political  system,  of  a  so* 
lid  and  finished  educAdori— being 
full  of  aristocratic  prejudices,  and 
pf  ompted  by  his  youth  to  gcnerow 
resolves,  he  was  among  the  first 
to  hasten  abroad  and  join  '^lie 
emigrant 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[17] 


emigrant  princes.  Having  nar- 
rowly escaped  being  landed  in 
the  bay  of  Quiberon,  he  began 
to  reflect  on  the  horror  of  his 
situation.  He  changed  his  name, 
and,  becoming  a  teacher,  went 
through  a  second  course  of  edu- 
cation, in  attempting  to  assist  that 
of  others.  After  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  the  amnesty  of  the  First 
Consul  allowed  htm  to  enter 
France,  where  he  found  his  pa- 
trimony disposed  of;  but  he  de- 
voted himself  to  literature,  and, 
under  a  feigned  name,  published 
an  historical  work,  which  re-esta« 
blished  his  fortune.  In  process 
of  time,  he  devoted  himself  to 
the  new  Sovereign  of  France. 
When  the  English  invaded  Flush- 
ing, he  repaired  as  a  volunteer 
to  the  Netherl^ds.  He  was  no- 
minated to  the  omce  of  Chamber- 
lain to  the  Emperor,  and  obtained 
a  seat  in  the  Coupcil  of  State. 
Helnce  followed  several  confiden- 
tial employments  that  were  in- 
trusted to  him ;  and  among  these 
were  two  important  missions  to 
Holland  and  Illyria.  At  the  siege 
of  Paris,  in  1814,  he  commanded 
a  legion  which  acquired  honours 
by  its  severe  losses.  He  wished 
to  have  joined  Napoleon  at  Fon- 
tainebleau,but  could  not  reach  him 
in  time,  and  therefore  passed  a 
few  months  in  England.  On  the 
Emperor's  reappearance  in  France, 
he  spontaneously  repaired  to  him. 
He  was  present  at  the  moment  of 
his  second  abdication.  About  the 
selBshness  or  disinterestedness  of 
all  Las  Cascs's  previous  conduct,, 
there  may  be  a  question  ;  but 
from  the  date  of  the  Emperor's 
second  resignation,  it  would  be 
hard  to  deny  suoh  a  follower  the 
praise  of  devotedness.  He  had 
been  a  Chamberlain  of  Napoleon's 
1823. 


household,  and  a  member  of  his 
Council  ;  yet  was  his  person 
hardly  known  to  the  Emperor: 
a  circumstance  this,  one  would 
think,  which  at  least  bespeaks  his 
subserviency  to  have  been  unob- 
trusive. After  the  day  of  Wa- 
terloo, the  Emperor's  fortune  was 
like  a  sinking  ship,  that  promised 
more  perils  than  prize-money  to 
those  who  should  cling  to  it. 
Yet  Las  Cases  did  cling  to  it. 
He  requested  permission  to  par- 
ticipate his  master's  fate.  "  Do 
you  know,"  said  Napoleon,  "  whi- 
ther your  offer  may  lead  you?** 
— **  I  care  not,"  said  Las  Cases; 
"  I  have  made  no  calculation 
about  it" — and  he  lived  to  write 
the  account  of  this  transaction  in 
St.  Helena.  Fidelity  is  a  virtue 
that  ennobles  even  a  alave. 

Las  Cases's  book  is  very  de- 
sultory, describing  in  one  page 
the  Emperor's  disgust  at  his  bad 
coffee,  and  in  the  next  page  his 
plans  for  governing  an  empire. 
In  a  general  view,  however,  the 
subject-matter  may  be  divided 
into  two  heads — viz.  that  which 
regards  Napoleon's  history  as  an 
individual  and  an  object  of  per« 
sonal  sympathy,  and  that  which 
explains  his  public  conduct  and 
character  through  the  medium  of 
his  reported  conversations.  On 
the  latter  subject,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  the  Memoirs 
are  more  full  and  methodical  than 
Las  Cases's  work,  so  that  we 
shall  refer  to  the  latter  publica- 
tion chiefly  for  its  portraiture  of 
Napoleon  as  a  man  and  as  an 
exile.  The  following  summary 
of  his  situation  at  Rochefort,  im- 
mediately before  his  surrender  to 
the  English,  is  given  by  Las 
Cases  as  having  been  dictated  by 
Napoleon  himself: — 

B  •*  The 
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'^  The  Englkk  squadixtt  wm 
not  stvong :  there  were  two  sloops 
of  WW  o^  Bordeaux,  they  Wbek- 
adtod  a  French  corvette,  and  gave 
chace  to  American  veseels  which 
sailed  daily  in  great  numbera. — 
At  the  Isle  of  Aix  we  had  two 
ftigatea  well  armed ;  the  Vulcan 
Gorvette^  one  of  the  largest  ves* 
sals  of  its  clast)  and  a  large  brig 
lay  in  the  roads :  the  whole  of  this 
force  was  blockaded  by.  an  Eng* 
lisb  seventy^four  of  the  amallast 
eltws,  and  an  indifferent  sloop  or 
twie*  There  ianot  the  leaat  d^ubt 
thaa^by  cieking  the  sacrifice  of  one 
OK  two  of  our  ships,  we  should 
luMTB  paaaed ;  but  the  senior  cap'" 
taui  was  deficient  in  resolution, 
and  refnaed  to  sail ;  the  second  in 
eommand  was  quite  determiaed, 
and  wouUl  have  made  the  at- 
tempt: tha>  former  had  probably 
roMvei  secret  instructions  from 
Fouckfi)  whi^  already  openly  be*- 
tB«yed  therB^perori  and  wanted 
to-  give  htm  ufb  However  that 
may  be,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  by  seat  The  Emperor  t^en 
kaded  at  the  Isle  of  Aix. 

<*  Had  the  mission  been  con- 
fided to  Admiral  Werhoel/'  said 
Ifapeleeoi  '*  a»  was  promised  on 
OMT  departure  from  Farisy  it  ia 
pjrobable  he  would  have  sailed," 
Tile  officers  and  crewa  of  both 
frigates  were  full  of  aitachroent 
and  eothuaiasm*  The  garrisen 
of  Aix  waa-  composed  of  fifteen 
hundred  seamefi»  forming  a  very 
fine  regiment;  the  ofHcers  were 
so  indigiiant  at  the  frigate  not 
sailing,  that  they  proposed  to  fit 
euit  two  chasse-mar^es  of  fifteen' 
tons  each.  The  midriiipmen 
wttshsd  to  nax^igate  them;  but 
wtenon  the  point  of  putting  this 
pjnn  into  execution,  it  waa  said 
there  would  be  great  dif&ealt)^  ia 


gaining  ike  Amevican  coast  witk- 
ont  tonehing  on  some  point  of 
Spain  or  Portugal. 

''^  Uiider  these  circumatanees, 
the  Emperor  composed  a  speciea 
of  council  from  amongst  the  indi- 
viduala  of  lua  suite.  Here  it  waa 
represented  that  we  could  no 
longer  calculate  oa  the  frigataa 
or  other  armed  vesaele:  that  the 
ckaase-mar^  heki  euf  no  proba* 
ble  chance  of  socceasv  and  could 
onl-y  lead  to  capture  by  the  Eagr 
liah  crutseia  in  the  open  sea,  or  to 
iy  Ung  into  the  hands  of  the  alliesb 
Only  two  ahernatives  remaibed ; 
that  of  marching  towarda  the  in- 
terior^  once  more  to  try  the  fate 
of  arms ;  or  that  of  seeking  an 
asylum  in  England^  To  follow 
up  the  firat,  there  were  fifteen 
hundred  seameut  full  df  aeal  and 
willing  to  act:  the  commandant 
o£  the  Island  was  an  old  officer  of 
the  army  of  Egypt^  entirely^  de- 
voted to  Nepoleon:  the  Emp»of 
would  have  proceeded  at  the  head 
of  these  to  Roehefort,  whese  tke 
corps  would  have  been  inereaaad 
by  the  ganrison^  which  waa  also 
extremely  well  disposed.  The 
garrison  of  La  Rochelle,  oompoB** 
ed  of  four  battalions  of  federated 
troops^  had  offered  their  services : 
with  these  we  might  then  have 
joined  General  Glauself  so  firmly 
fixed  at  the  head  of  the  army  at 
Bordeaux,  or  General  Laroarque, 
who  had  performed  prodigiee 
with  that  of  La  Vendee;  both 
theee  officers  expected  and  wiah- 
ed  to  see  Napoleon  :  it  would 
have  been  exceedingly  eaay  to 
matntaki  a  civil  war  in  the  inte^ 
rior.  But  Paris  was  taken,  and 
the  Chambers  had. been  dissolved  ; 
there  were,  besides,  from  five  to 
six  hundred  thcmaand  of  tke  ene* 
my*a  troops-  in  France:    a  eivil 
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wur  oouHt'th erefore  have  no  other 
restrlt  than  kading  to    the  de- 
struction of  all   these  gen^oim 
men  who  were  attached  to  Naj)o- 
leon.     This  loss  would  have  been 
severe  and  irreparable  :  it  would 
have   destroyed   the    future    re- 
soihrces  of  the    uation,    without 
producing   any  other  advantage 
then  placing  the  Emperor  in   a 
jjWraition  to  treat  and  obtain  sti- 
pulations favourable  to  his  inte- 
rests.     But   Napoleon    had  re- 
nounced   sovereignty ;    he    only 
wanted   a  tranquil  asylum  ;    he 
abhorred  the  thought  of  seeing  all 
his  friends  perish   to  attain    so 
trifling  a  result ;  he  was  equally 
averse  to  become  the  pretext  for 
the  provmces  being  ravaged  ;  and 
above  alf^  he  did  not  wish  to  de- 
prive the   national  party   of  it» 
truest    supports,     which     would 
sooner  or  later  re-establish  the  ho- 
nour and  independence  of  France. 
Napoleon's  only  wish  was  to  live 
as  a  pi^rvate  individual  in  future : 
Ajhierioa   was  the    most    proper 
place,  and'  that  of  his  choice.    But 
even  England^  widh  its  positive 
laws,  Riigbt  ako  answer ;  and  it 
arpp^arfed,  from  the  nature  of  my 
first  intftrvi«^«r  with  Captain  Mait* 
land)  that  tlie  latter  was  empower- 
ed to  convdy  th^  Emperor  and 
suite  to  Englandv  tt>  be  eqnftably 
treated.     From  this  moment  we 
were  uhder  the  protectfbn  of  Bri- 
tish  laws ;    and  the    people    of 
England  were  too  fond  of  glory 
to  lose  an  opportunity  which  thus 
presented  itself,  and  that  ought  to 
have  formed  the  proudest  page  of 
their  history.     It  vras  therefore 
resolved    to    surrender    to    the 
Gnglish  cruisers,  as  soon  as  Cap- 
tain Mattland  should  positively 
declare  his  orders  to  receive  us; 
On  renewing  the  negotiation,  he 


clearly  stated  that  he  had  the  au- 
thority of  hirf  Government  to'  re- 
ceive the  Bmperor,>  if  he  #ould 
come  on  bohrd  th^  Bellero{>hon,' 
and  to'  convey  himself  td  well  a« 
his  suite  to  England.  Napoleotf 
went  on  board,  not  that  he  was 
constrained  to  it  by  events^  sinc^ 
he  cotdd  have  remained  in  France ; 
but  because  he  wished  to  live 
as  a  private  individual ;  would  no 
longer  meddle  with  public  affiiirs  ;- 
and  had  determined  not  to  enk- 
broil  those  of  Prance.  He  wolild^ 
most  assuredly,  not  have  adopted 
this  plan,  had  he  suspected  th& 
unworthy  treatment  v^ich-  was 
preparing  for  him,  aa  every  bbd;^ 
will  readily  feel  convinced'.  JHKa 
letter  to  the  Prince  Regent  fitHy 
expli^ins  his  confidence  and  per- 
suasion on  the  subject.  Captain 
Maitland,  to  whom  it  was  official*-' 
ly  communicated,  before  the  Emi. 
peror  embarked  on  boUrd  his  shtpy 
having  made  no  remarks  on  the 
above  document,'  hady  b^  this  dr^. 
comstance  alpne,  repoghis^  andf 
sanctioned  the  s^ntinlents  it  con** 
tained." 

When  the  firit  runlcnn^s  of  their 
destination  relK^hed  the'fu|^iVesv 
"  Some  person  whiskered  to  me/* 
says  Las  Cases,  ^*  that  the  ships 
were  to  receive  us  ih  the  c6urse 
of  the  night  and  to  satil  for  St. 
Helena.  Never  can  V  portraty 
(he  effect  of  these  terrible  ^ords. 
A  cold  sweat  overspread  my  i^hole 
frame.  Unpitying  executioners- 
had  seized  me ;  I  was  torn  from 
all  that  attached  me  to  life.  *  *  * 
It  was  like  the  struggle  of  a  soul 
that  sdught  to  disengage  itself 
from  its  earthly  habitation.  It 
turned  my  hair  grey. — Fortunate* 
ly,  the  crisis  was  short ;  lind,  as  it 
happened,  th^  mind  cam^^  forth 
triumphant.'*  The  Emperor',  how-  . 
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ever,  he  says,  to  whom  he  read 
all  the  newspapers,  did  not  betray 
any  decrease  of  composure.     He 
would  not  at  first  believe  that  he 
was   to  be  sent  to  St.   Helena. 
When  Sir  Charles  Bunbury  and 
Lord  Keith  came  to  announce  his 
fate  to  him,  they  were  admitted 
alone ;  and  it  is  known  that  he 
protested  against  the  sentence.  A 
day  or  two  afterwards,  whilst  he 
was  conversing  with  Las  Cases, 
Madame  Bertrand,  without  hav- 
ing been  called,  and  even  without 
announcing  her  name,  rushed  mtcr 
the  cabin,  and  in  a  frantic  manner 
intreated  Napoleon  not  to  go  to 
St.  Helena,  nor  take  her  husband 
with  Kim.     But,  observing  the 
astonishment,  coolness,  and  calm 
answer  of  Napoleon,  she  ran  out 
as  precipitately  as  she  had  entered. 
••  The  Emperor,  still  surprised, 
turned  to  me  and  said,  *  Can  you 
comprehend  all  this?  is  she  not 
mad?*     In  a  moment  after  she 
attempted  to  throw  herself  over- 
board."    In  a  subsequent  conver- 
sation with  Las  Cases,  Napoleon, 
though  calm,  seemed  affected  and 
absent,  and  hinted  at  the  facility 
with  which  he  could  escape  from 
eustence,  and  save  his  friends  the 
sacrifice  of  following  him    into 
banishment    His  friend,  of  course, 
opposed  the  suggestion.      **  But 
what  shall  we  do  in  that  desolate 
place?"  said  the  Emperor.  "Sire," 
said  Las  Cases,  "  we  will  live  on 
the  past."—*'  Be  it  so,"  rejoined 
Napoleon:   "  we  will  write  our 
memoirs ;   for  occupation  is  the 
scythe  of  Time;"  and  he  re-as- 
sumed an  air  of  ease,  and  even 
gaiety.    We  quote  our  author's 
descripuon  of  his  mode  of  living 
on   board  the   Northumberland. 
**  The  Emperor  breakfasted  in  his 
own  cabin  at  irregular  hours.  We 


(his  attendants)  took  our  break- 
fast at  ten  o'clock,  in  the  French 
style,  while  the  English  continued 
to  breakfast  in  their  own  way  at 
eight.     The  Emperor  sent  for  one 
of  us  every  morning  to  know  what 
was  going  on,  the  distance  run, 
the  state  of  the  wind,  and  other 
particulars    connected  with  our 
progress.     He  read  a  great  deal ; 
dressed  towards  four  o'clock,  and 
then  came  into  the  general  cabin : 
here  he  played  at  chess  with  one 
of  the  party.     At  five  o'clock,  the 
Admiral,  having  come  out  of  his 
cabin  a  few  minutes  before,  an- 
nounced that  dinner  was  ready. 
It  is  well  known  that  Napoleon 
was  scarcely  ever  more  than  fif- 
teen minutes  at  his  dinner.     Here 
the  courses  alone  occupied  from 
an  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half: 
this  was  to  him  a  most  serious 
annoyance,  though  he  never  men- 
tioned it ;  his  features,  his  man- 
ner and  gestures,  always  evinced 
perfect  indifierence.     Neither  the 
new  system  of  cookery,  nor  the 
difference  or  quality  of  the  dishes, 
ever  met  with  his  censure  or  ap- 
probation.    He  was  attended  by 
his  two  valets,  who  stood  behind 
his  chair.     At  first  the  Admiral 
was  in  the  habit  of  ofiPering  to  help 
the   Emperor;  but  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  Napoleon  was  ex- 
pressed so  coldly,  that  this  prac- 
tice was  discontinued.     The  Ad- 
miral   continued  very   attentive, 
but  thenceforth  only  pointed  out 
to  the  servants  what  ivas  prefer- 
able.    They  alone  attended   to 
these  matters,  to  which  the  Em- 
peror seemed  totally  indifferent, 
neither  seeming  to  seek  or  notice 
any   thing.      He   was  generally 
silent,  remaining  in  the  midst  of 
conversation  as  if  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  language,  though 
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it  was  French.      If  bespoke,  it 
was   to   ask    some    technical   or 
scientific  question,  and  to  address 
a  few  words  to  those '  whom  the 
Admiral    asked    occasionally   to 
dinner.  •  •  *  •  The  Emperor  al- 
ways rose  from  table  long  before 
the  rest  of  the  company.     The 
Grand  Marshal  and  I  always  fol- 
lowed him  to  the  quarter-deck, 
where  I  was  frequently  left  alone 
with   him,  as  General  Bertrand 
had  oflen  to  attend  his  wife,  who 
suffered   excessively    from    sea- 
sickness.   •  •  *  •    After  he   had 
taken  eight   or   nine    turns    the 
whole   length  of  the    deck,    he 
would  seat  himself  on  the  second 
gun  from   the  gangway,  on  the 
larboard  side.     The  midshipmen 
soon  observed  this  habitual  pre- 
dilection, so  that  the  cannon  was 
thenceforth  called  the  Emperor's 
gun."      The  game  of  chess,   we 
are  farther  told,  was  one  of  his 
amusements  on  the  voyage.     The 
Emperor  was  but  an  indifferent 
player.      There    was    one   very 
good  chess-player  on  board,  how- 
ever, whom  the  Emperor  always 
beat.     He  was  shrewd  enough  to 
perceive   that    the    victory   was 
yielded  to  him  from  politeness; 
and  winking  his  eye,  asked  how  it 
happened  that  he  lost  with  infe- 
rior players,  and  always  gained 
with  him  whom  nobody  else  could 
beat.    The  midshipmen,  our  au- 
thor says»  behaved  to  Napoleon 
with  a  delicacy  and  respect  which 
touched  his  feelings.      When  an 
unusual  bustle  occurred  on  deck, 
they  crowded  round  him  that  be 
might  not  be  incommoded.     Ear- 
ly in  the  voyage.  Napoleon  began 
to  dictate  his   Memoirs  to  Las 
Cases,  and  thus  regularly  he  em- 
ployed his  mornings  on  board  the 
Northumberland. 


On  the  l4th  of  October  they 
came  in  sight  of  the  Island  of  St. 
Helena,  but  they  lay-to  all  night : 

"  About  seventy  days  after  our 
departure  from  England,  and  an 
hundred  and  ten  after,  our  de- 
parture from  Paris,  we  cast  anchor 
about  noon  (on  the  15th). 

**  The  Emperor,  contrary  to 
custom,  dressed  early  and  went 
upon  deck  ;  he  went  forward  on 
the  gangway  to  view  the  island. 
We  beheld  a  kind  of  village  sur- 
rounded by  numerous  barren  and 
naked  hills  towering  to  the  clouds. 
Every  platform,  every  aperture, 
the  brow  of  every  hill,  was  plant- 
ed with  cannon.  The  Emperor 
viewed  the  prospect  through  his 
glass.  I  stood  behind  him.  My 
eyes  were  constantly  fixed  on  his 
countenance,  in  which  I  could 
perceive  no  change ;  and  yet  he 
saw  before  him,  perhaps,  his 
perpetual   prison! — perhaps,   his 

grave ! How  much,  then, 

remained  for  me  to  feel  and  to 
witness ! 

"  The  Emperor  soon  left  the 
deck.  He  desired  me  to  come  to 
him,  and  we  proceeded  to  our 
usual  occupation. 

**  The  Admiral,  who  had  gone 
ashore  very  early,  returned  about 
six  o'clock,  much  fatigued.  He 
had  been  walking  about  various 
parts  of  the  island,  and  at  length 
thought  he  had  found  a  habitation 
that  would  suit  us.  The  place, 
however,  stood  in  need  of  repairs 
which  might  occupy  two  months. 
We  had  now  been  confined  to  our 
wooden  dungeon  for  nearly  three  ^ 
months ;  and  the  precise  instruc- 
tions of  the  ministers  were,  that 
we  should  be  detained  there  un- 
til our  prison  on  shore  was  ready 
for  our  reception.  The  Admiral, 
to  do  him  justice,  was  incapable 
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of  f|uc))  bftrbfirity ;  be  ittfcrnped 
us,  i|(  the  94me  time  betraying  a 
sort  .of  pward  ^atisfSBicjLion,  tb^ 
be  If  Quid  t^e  juppn  bifns^f  ^be 
re^ppusibiUty  pf  ppuijag  us  asjborq 

•f  be  first  niglu  tfcey  w^e  Ipdg- 
ed  in  tbe  i^v\  qr  bpt^l  of  tb^  p^^y 
tp^Q.     ^^3^t  4^  tbe  Epipevor, 
a^pompaoied  by  tbe  Admiral,  vi- 
s^d  I^oDgviroQd,  tb^  spot  intend- 
ed  for  \iis  re^denc0,  wben  its  b^- 
bitation  shp^ld  be  repairied.     Re- 
Ippfapt  to  ret^rp  to  tjie  inij,  wbere 
cfov^ds  of  persons  bad  annoyed 
\\m  ^y  assembling  bei)eatb  his 
wji^dows,  Napoleon  took  up  bis 
^l)o4e  fpr  a  time  at  the  paviliop 
qr  sp^mer-bouse  attached  to  the 
yiUfi  of  Mr.  Baicombe^  a  merchant 
qf  t)jp  fal^i^d,      Alr^dy  b«  haA 
^^pme  sp  much  interested  in  bis 
WorV  on  l^is  Campaigns  of  I^aly^ 
that   he    cQVjld   np|i   suspend    i|. 
Whilst  liis  two  valets-de-cbambre 
vf^ip  l^wstling  s|l)out  to  prepare 
\\\s  l^ed,  tbe  Empe:i?pr  tpoj^  ^  fancy 
to  walk  a  little;  but  tb^fe  WM 
OP  levj^l  grqund  on  aqy  side  of 
the  Bftyiliqq,  which  was  surrpv^qd- 
^4  by  huge  pfeces  of  stpne  and 
rockl     •*  He  toojc  my  arm,"  says 
J4f^  C^9ps,  <*  aqd  began  to  con- 
v^lf^e  in  §  cbeerfV|l  strain.    Njght 
vif^s  advancing,  profound  solitude 
^A  undisturbed  silence  preyajled 
9n  ^yerv  aide ;  }  was  in  ^hia  desert 
tiu^'tiu  and  enjpying  familiar 
^PQV^rsation  with  tbe  pnan  who 
l^aq  ruled  tbe  world.    WJiat  were 
^,j[  feeling?!"     Tp  «Mr  oMnse 
taste  ^e  ^nnst  pwp  tfeat  t)^i?  pl4 
Firencb  nobleman  often  appears 
to  be  a  very  abjeo^  adqiirer  9f 
the  pomp  and  circu^tance  of 
jKower — ^but  in  this  caf^  i^  cau- 
not  but  aymp^tbia^  with  \i\^  heart 
being  overpowered  by  \\te  a^l^l 
contract  in  bis  n)2|ster*s  fate>  when 


be  .cpi9|^rfi4  fa|m  thus  i^ituated, 
with  tb^jm^toitate  wbo«j»  presence 
at  the  Tiiileri^  bad  been    ap« 
Pfoacbed  with  ji^xjious  dread  by 
amba49a4pra>  J^infi9^»  and  even 
kings,      ^e^t  morning   tbe  re- 
mains pf  yesterday's  dinner  were 
bprovght  to  Napoleon  for  break- 
fa^;  at  which,  accprdiDg  to  our 
autbor,  be  had  neitlier  table-cloth 
nor  plates,     tje  proceeded,  how- 
ever, to  his  dictation,  and  after- 
wards went  out  to  examine  his 
new  dominion,  in  the  garden  of 
whiph  he  met  with  Mr.  BaLcombe's 
two  daughters,  girls  about  four- 
teen pr  fifteen,  who  presented  tbe  , 
Emperor  with  flowers,  and  over- 
whelmed   him    ^'Ub    ridiculous 
questions.     "  We  have  been  to  a 
masked    ball,"    said    Napoleon, 
when  <be  girla  retired.     For  se- 
yeiat  days  our  diarist  still  com- 
plains   of  the  table    remaining 
without  a  cloth.     The  breakfast 
eqntinued    to    be  brought  from 
tpwn,  and  consisted  of  only  two 
Of  three  wretched  dishes.     Coffee 
waa  almost  a  necessary  of  life  to 
the  Emperor,  but  here  it  prpved 
ao  bad  that,  on  tasting  it,  he 
thought  himself  poisoned.     *' St. 
Helena,"  he  continues,  '*  is  a  true 
Siberia  ;  the  only  difierenoe  is  its 
limited  extent,  and  climate  bang 
^arm  instead  of  cold.    The  Bm- 
perpr  Napoleon  now  occupies  a 
wretfrbed  hovel  a  fcw  feet  square, 
unprovided   with  furnituM,   aad 
without  either  shutters  or  curtains 
IQ  the  windows  ;  he  is  obliged  to 
go  out  when  it  is  aecesaary  to 
have  this  one  apartment  cleaned. 
UU  meab  are  brought  to  bi» 
from  a  distance,  as  if  be  were  a 
criminal  in  a  dungeon :  the  bread 
ajad  wine,  w«ter,  huttov,  oil,  and 
other  articles^  are  searbely  fit  for 
use.     A  bath,  which  is  so  neeos- 
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sary  to  the  EtnpoRNr'n  fieaUh,  is  extensive  on  tlie  eastcfm  «icle,  and 
not  to  he  had  ;  and  he  is  deprived  pretty  near  the  coast,  ContinBal, 
of  the  exercise  of  riding  on  horee-    and  iVeqiieKitly  violent  gales,  al- 


back."  It  is  clear  that  the  sto- 
machs of  the  poor  exiles  were  not 
likely  to  be  disposed  to  perfect 
candour  in  jtidgtng  of  the  viands 
that  were  set  before  tftiem ;  and  in 
judging  of  cofRw,  and  bread  and 
butter,  &c.  as  in  other  matters  of 
taste,  there  is  no  estimating  the 
force  of  prejudice.  Napoleon 
spoke  in  these  terms  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe 
towards  him : — **  1  entered  their 
capitals  victorious,  and,  had  t 
cherished  such  sentiments,  what 
would  have  become  of  them? 
They  styled  me  their  brother 


ways  blowing  in  the  same  quarter, 
sweep  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
'lite  sun,  though  it  rarely  tup^pemn^ 
nevertheless  exercises  its  intiuenot 
on  the  atmosphere,  which  is  apt 
to  produce  disorders  of  the  liver, 
if  due  precaution  be  not  observed . 
Heavy  and  sudden  falls  of  rain 
complete  the  impossibility  of  dis- 
tinguishing any  regular  season. 
But  thtf  e  is  no  regular  covise  of 
seasons  at  Longwood.  The  whole 
year  presents  a  continaamce  of 
wind,  clouds,  and  rain;  and  the 
temperature  is  of  that  tnild  and 

J   »vj.^x.   ...«.   »!«»    ^.x^vw^t  ,    monotonous  kind,  i«tiicli,perhapsY 

and  1  had  become  so  by  the  choice    afler  all,^  is  rather  conducive  tm 


of  the  people,  the  sanction  of 
victory,  the  character  of  religion, 
and  the  alliances  of  their  policy 
and  their  blood.  Do  they  ima- 
gine that  the  good  sense  of  na- 
tions fs  blind  to  their  conduct? 
What  do  they  expect  from  it? 
At  an  events,  make  your  com*> 
phtints,  gentlemen  ;  let  indignant 
Europe  hear  them.  Complaints 
from*  me  would  be  beneath  my 
dignity  and  my  character.  I 
roust  command,  or  be  silent." 

On  theTt)th  of  December  the 
exiles  were  removed  to  their  new* 
ly-finished  habitation  at  Long- 
wood.  Past  events  had  created 
a  coolness  between  the  Emperor 
and  the  Admiral,  but  they  met  on 
this  occasion,  and  for  the  present 
behaved  as  if  reconciled.  The 
place  is  thus  described : 

••  The  difference  of  the  tem- 
perature between  this  place  and 
the  valley  where  we  landed,  is 
marked  by  a  variation  of  at  least 
ten  degrees  of  the  English  ther- 
mometer. Longwood  stands  on 
a  level  height,  which  is  tolerably 


mmn  than  disease*  Notwith« 
atandmg  the  tibundant  rains*  die 
grass  rapidly  disappears,  being 
either  nipped  by  the  wind,  or 
withered  by  the  heat.  The  water, 
wliich  is  conveyed  hither  by  a 
conduit,  is  so  unwhotesome  that 
the  Deputy  Governor,  when  km 
lived  at  Longwood,  never  auflered 
it  to  be  used  in  his  fiimily  until 
it  had  been  boiled ;  and  we  ate 
obliged  to  do  the  same.  The 
•trees  which,  at  a  dntance,  impart 
a  smiling  Mpect  to  the  scene,  ans 
merely  gum-trees— a  wretched 
kind  of  shrub,  alfiMSiing  no  shade. 
On  one  hand,  the  horicott  is 
bounded  by  the  vast  ocean :  b«t 
the  rest  of  tlie  scene  presents  only 
a  mass  of  huge  barren  rockS)  deep 
gulfs,  and  desolate  valleys;  and 
in  the  distance  appear  the  gvaen 
and  misty  chain  of  mountains, 
above  which  towers  Diana's  Peak. 
In  short,  Longwood  can  be  pleas* 
ing  only  to  the  traveller  after  the 
fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  fbr 
whom  the  sight  of  any  land  is  a 
cheering  prospect.     Arriving  at 
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Saint-Helena  on  a  fine  day,  he 
may,  perhaps,  he  struck  with  the 
singularity  of  the  objects  which 
suddenly  present  themselves,  and 
may,  perhaps,  exclaim,  '  How 
beautiful!'  but  his  visit  is  mo- 
mentary ;  and  what  pain  does  not 
his  hasty  admiration  cause  to  the 
unhappy  captives  who  are  doomed 
to  pass  their  lives  at  Saint-He- 
lena ! 

<*  Workmen  had  been  constant- 
ly employed  for  two  months  in 
preparing  Longwood  for  our  re- 
ception; the  result  of  their  la- 
bours, however,  amounted  to  httle. 
The  entrance  to  the  house  was 
through  a  room  which  had  just 
been  built,  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  answer  the  double  pur- 
pose of  an  ante-chamber  and  a 
dining-room.  This  apartment 
led  to  another,  which  was  made 
the  drawing-room  ;  «t)eyond  this 
was  a  third  room,  running  in  a 
cross  direction  and  very  dark. 
This  was  intended  to  be  the  de- 
pository of.  the  Emperor's  maps 
and  books;  but  it  was  afterwards 
converted  into  the  dining-room. 
The  Emperor's  chamber  opened 
into  this  apartment  on  the  right- 
hand  side.  This  chamber  was 
divided  into  two  equal  parts, 
forming  the  Emperor's  cabinet 
and  sleeping-room ;  a  little  ex- 
ternal gallery  served  for  a  bath- 
ing-room. Opposite  the  Em- 
peror's chamber,  at  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  building,  were  the 
apartments  of  Madame  de  Mont- 
holon,  her  husband,  and  her  son, 
which  have  since  been  used  as 
the  Emperor's  library.  Detached 
from  this  part  of  the  house,  was 
a  little  square  room  on  the  ground- 
floor  contiguous  to  the  kitchen, 
which  was  assigned  to  me.  My 
son  was  obliged  to  enter  his  room 


through  a  trap-door  and  by  the 
help  of  a  ladder ;  it  was  nothing 
but  a  lofl,  and  scarcely  afforded 
room  for  his  bed.  Our  windows 
and  beds  were  without  curtains. 
The  few  articles  of  furniture 
which  were  in  our  apartments  had 
evidently  been  obtained  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  island,  who, 
doubtless,  readily  seized  the  op- 
portunity  of  disposing  of  them  to 
advantage  for  the  sake  of  supply- 
ing themselves  with  better. 

'<  The  Grand  Marshal  with  his 
wife  and  children  had  been  lefl  at 
the  distance  of  two  miles  behind 
us,  in  a  place  which  even  here  is 
denominated  a  hut  (Huts-gate). 
General  Gourgaud  slept  under  a 
tent,  as  did  ako  the  Doctor  (Dr. 
O'Meara  of  the  Northumberland) 
and  the  officer  commanding  our 
guard,  till  such  time  as  their 
apartments  should  be  ready, 
which  the  crew  of  the  Northum- 
berland were  rapidly  preparing. 

"  We  were  surrounded  by  a 
kind  of  garden ;  but  owing  to 
the  little  attention  which  we  had 
it  in  our  power  to  bestow  on  its 
cultivation,  joined  to  the  •want 
of  water  and  the  nature  of  the 
climate,  it  was  a  garden  only  by 
name.  In  front,  and  separated 
from  us  by  a  tolerably  deep  ravine, 
was  encamped  the  fifly-thud  regi- 
ment, different  parties  oi  which 
were  posted  on  the  neighbouring 
heights. — Such  was  our  new 
abode." 

The  situation  of  the  c^tives 
was  undoubtedly  ameliorated,  in 
some  respects,  by  their  removal 
to  Longwood;  but  their  com- 
plaints every  now  and  then  power- 
fully break  out.  The  spot  of 
Longwood  was  one  of  the  least 
heal^ty  on  an  unhealthy  isbnd* 
Las  Cases  confesses  also  that  the 
Emperor's 


AMD   8£££:CTtON$. 


tw] 


Emperor's  suite  were  not  with- 
out their  jealousies  and  divisions 
among  themselves.  A  common 
principle  had  brought  them  to« 
gether,  but  still  their  companion- 
ship was  not  the  result  of  any 
personal  choice  of  one  another  as 
friends.  The  gloom  of  these 
complaints  is*  very  agreeably  re- 
lieved by  some  anecdotes  which 
our  diarist  gives  of  Napoleon, 
though  they  would  be  insignifi- 
cant if  they  regarded  a  less  im- 
portant personage,  or  any  one 
placed  in  less  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances. Altogether  he  must 
be  allowed  to  have  behaved  very 
well,  and  we  see  his  force  of  cha- 
racter breaking  out  into  vivacity 
at  the  time  when  his  constitution 
had  begun  to  sink  towards  its  last 
decline.  One  evening,  when  at 
^  cards,  the  Emperor  told  Las 
Cases  that  Madame  Las  Cases 
was  certainly  at  that  motnent  at 
the  Opera:  it  was  Tuesday— it 
was  nme  p.  m.  in  Paris.  "  No," 
said  the  other,  '*  she  is  too  good 
a  wife  to  be  at  the  theatre  whilst 
I  am  here." — "Spoken  like  a 
true  husband,"  said  the  Emperor, 
*'  ever  confident  and  credulous." 
Then  turning  to  General  Gour- 
gaud,  he  joked  in  the  like  manner 
about  his  mother  and  sisters : 
Gourgaud's  eyes  filled  with  tears. 
Napoleon  in  a  moment  repressed 
his  pleasantry,  and  said,  '*How 
barbarous  I  am  to  sport  with  such 
feelings !" 

In  the  midst  of  their  rides  they 
used  to  fix  on  a  regular  resting- 
place  in  the  middle  of  the  valley. 
There,  surrounded  by  desert 
rocks,  they  saw  a  girl  of  fifteen 
or  sixteen  with  a  charming  coun- 
tenance; they  were  captivated 
by  her  the  first  day  in  her  daily 
and    poor   costume.      Next  day 


she  had  been  at  her  toilette,  and 
the  pretty  blossom  of  the  fields 
appeared  only  an  ordinary  gar« 
den-flower ;  nevertheless  fiiey 
always  stopped  at  her  dwelling, 
and  she  always  approached  some 
paces  to  catch  the  few  sentences 
which  the  Emperor  either  address- 
ed, or  caused  to  be  translated,  to 
her  as  he  passed  by.  Napoleon's 
admiration  of  her  brought  her 
good  fortune.  It  drew  attention 
to  her,  and  she  has  since  become 
the  wife  of  a  rich  East  India 
captain. 

Of  all  the  visits  that  were  paid 
to  Napoleon  from  enthusiastic 
curiosity,  that  of  the  English 
sailor  who  twice  eluded  the  ob- 
stacles of  sentinels  and  the  dan- 
gers of  severe  prohibition,  in 
order  to  gratify  himself  with  a 
sight  of  him,  is  perhaps  the  most 
interesting.  Another  of  our  tars 
found  means  to  approach  him, 
and  conveyed,  through  Las  Cases, 
his  good  wishes  to  Napoleon. 
"  The  Emperor,  "he  says, "  evinced 
some  emotion  at  the  salutation  of 
both  of  those  simple  men,  so 
strongly  did  their  countenances, 
accents,  and  gestures,  bear  the 
stamp  of  truth."  A  drunken 
corporal,  who  mistook  his  coun- 
tersign, and  met  them  in  one  of 
their  rides,  gave  them  a  different 
expression  of  British  courtesy : 
he  levelled  his  piece  and  ran  up 
to  them  out  of  breath.  General 
Gourgaud  collared  and  endea- 
voured to  secure  him,  but  he 
effected  his  escape.  Napoleon 
began  to  study  English.  ''  He 
had  a  quick  understanding,"  says 
our  author,  "but  a  very  bad  me- 
mory, and  was  constantly  con- 
founding one  thing  with  another." 
Another  obstacle  to  his  progress 
(in   pronunciation,  at  least,)  was 

that 
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that  he  would  not  pronounce  tJie 
vowels  in  ibe  English  way;  he 
insisted  on  jMronouncing  quite  at 
his  own  discretion^  and  when  a 
word  had  passed  his  lip«i^  he  would 
nevef  give  it  a  di^rent  MHind. 
His  teacher,  Laa  Cases,  found  it 
best  to  have  the  prudence  and 
patience  to  let  this  pass.  What 
he  spoke  as  English,  his  tutor 
confesses,  was  a  new  language, 
inteliigibie  only  to  themselves  ; 
but  he  says,  that  Napoleon  covld 
make  himself  under e^tood  in  writ- 
ing English. 

Our  diarist  not  only  endeavours 
to  delineate  the  soul  of  Napoleon 
io  the  reporta  of  his  conversation, 
but  i^ves  us,  in  the  volumes  be- 
fore us,  something  like  a  formal 
synopsis  of  his  early  life.  The 
uncle  of  the  hero's  family,  Lucien, 
the  Archdeacon  oi  Ajaccio,  seems 
to  have  been  its  principal  protec- 
tor, to  have  retrieved  the  state  of 
their  affairs,  wliich  the  impru- 
dence of  Napoleon's  father  had 
deranged,  and  to  have  supplied 
to  them  the  place  of  a  parent* 
Napoleon's  mother,  according  to 
our  author,  was  an  uncommon- 
ly beautiful  and  high-spirited 
woman:  she  accompanied  her 
husband  in  the'  patriotic  war  of 
the  Corsicans,  and  followed  him, 
in  sight  of  the  field  of  warfare, 
whilst  she  was  pregnant  with  Na- 
poleon. At  the  age  of  ten.  Na- 
poleon was  sent  to  the  military 
achool  of  Brienne,  where  the  Cor- 
sican  pronunciation  of  his  name, 
Napolion^,  got  him  the  nickname 
oi^'Strm  m  tke  Nose"  Litde 
Straw  in  the  Nose,  however,  soon 
distiogttished  himself  aa  the  best 
mathematician  in  the  school.  At 
Brienne,  Las  Cases  insists,  thai, 
contrary  to  all  die  lies  and  libels 
which  have  been  published  against 


him,  he  was  in  hi^  boyhood  mild 
and  gentle :  at  the  4^  of  puberty, 
Napoleon  himself  confesses  that 
he  became  mor-oae  and  reserved. 
A  decided  cliaracter  he  certainly 
early  shewed  himaelf  to  be.  Ge- 
neral Pichegru  was  his  quarter- 
master  and  tutor  in  arithmetic  at 
thiti  school.  Napoleon  afterwards 
recollected  liule  more  about 
Pichegru,  than  that  he  was  a  tall 
man  with  a  red  face.  Picfaegni 
remembered  his  pupil  much  bet- 
ter ;  when  he  joined  the  roy^i«ts 
at  a  distant  period,  he  was  asked, 
"  if  he  thought  General  Bonaparte 
could  be  got  over  to  the  cause? " 
**  No,"  lie  replied, "  you  will  k)se 
your  time  in  attempting  it.  i 
knew  him  when  a  boy,  and  I  am 
certain  that  his  teaaper  is  laflexi* 
ble."  In  1783,  Napoleon  was 
removed  to  the  military  school  ef 
Paris,  owing  to  tlie  high  opiiiioD 
which  Keralio,  one  of  the  visit* 
ants  of  the  public  schools,  enter- 
tained of  him  ;  tboii^h  the  monks 
of  the  Brienne  academy  proposed 
detaining  him  another  year,  say- 
ing that  the  lad  s  education  was 
backward  in  every  thing  except 
mathematics.  Laa  Casettelis  us 
what  a  prodigy  the  genorali^  of 
the  Professors  of  the  military 
school  at  Paris  remembered  Na- 
poleon to  have  been*  This  was 
to  be  expected:  they  were  all 
naturally  anxious  to  prove  that 
they  had  possessed  discemnieDt, 
and  accordingly  the  Professor 
of  Belles  Lettres  declared,  that 
the  amplificationa  in  Napoleon's 
themes  were  like  the  flaming 
granites  of  a  volcano.  A  bean 
Oerman  teacher,  of  the  name  <i( 
Bauer,  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
commit  himself  beforehand  in 
delivering  a  contrary  opinion  :  on 
being  told  one  day  that  young 
Napoleon 
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Napoleon  was  attendiog  hk  artil'' 
lery  clase,  he  said,  "  I  am  glad  he 
can  attend  to  any  thing."     Bona^ 
parte  had  possibly  studied  Ger- 
inan    with    Mr.    Bauer,    as    he 
studied  English  with  Mons.  Las 
Cases.    Early  testimonies  of  re- 
spect for  ins  talents  were,  how- 
ever, paid  to  him  by  the  Abbe 
Raynid  and  by  General  Paoli — 
the  latter  of  whom  used  to  say, 
that  he  "w<w    one  of  Plutarch's 
men"     Napoleon,  on  quitting  the 
military  scliool,  went  to  join  his 
regiment    at    Valence;    he   was 
allowed  at  this  time  twolve  hun- 
dred francs  a- year  by  his  family, 
and  was  one  of  the  two  indivi- 
duals in  the  regiment  who  could 
afford  to  keep  a  cabriolet.     At 
Valence  he  was  introduced  to  a 
Madame    du   Colombier,    whose 
acquaintance    and   the  introduc- 
tions to  a  superior  rank  of  society 
which  it  procured  him,  the  Em- 
peror said  had  a  great  influence 
upon  his  fortune.     He  conceived 
an  attachment  for  tlie  daughter, 
Mademoiselle  du  Colombier,  who 
was  not  insensible  to  his  merits. 
It  was  the  first  love  of  both,  and 
we  are  informed,  that  it  was  that 
kind  o£  love  which  might  be  ex- 
pected to  arise  at  their  age  and 
with  their  education.     "  We  were 
die  most  innocent  creatures  ima- 
ginable,"  the  Emperor  used   to 
say:  <' we  contrived  little  meet- 
ings together.     I  well  remember 
one  which  took  place  on  a  Mid- 
summer morning  just  as  daylight 
began  to  dawn ;  it  will  scarcely 
be  believed  that  all  our  happi- 
ness consisted  in  eating  cherries 
together."      In  18(^5,  Napoleon*, 
when  about  to  be  crowned  King 
of  Italy,    saw   her   in    his  way 
through    Lyons.     She  was  then 
Madame     de     Bressieux.       He 


granted  a  favoilr  which  she  solici- 
ted for  her  husband,  and  plaeed 
her  in  the  situation  of  lady  o^" 
honour  to  ooe  of  his  sisters. 

At  an  early  age,  we  are  not  told 
the  precise  date,  be  gained  a 
prize  for  an  essay  given  in  to  the 
Academy  of  Lyons.  After  he 
became  Emperor,  Talleyrand  pre- 
sented to  him  the  famous  memo- 
rial, which  he  had  procured  from 
the  archives  of  the  Academy  of 
Lyons.  The  Emperor  threw  it 
into,  the  fire. 

'^  Napoleon  was  in  garrison  at 
Valence  when  the  revolution 
broke  out.  At  that  time  it  was  a 
point  of  particular  importance  to 
cause  the  artillery  officers  to  emi- 
grate ;  and  the  officers,  on  their 
part,  were  very  much  divided  in 
opinion.  Napoleon,  who  was 
imbued  with  the  notions  of  the 
age,  possessing  a  natural  instinct 
for  great  actions,  and  a  passion 
for  national  glory,  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  revolution ;  and  his 
example  influenced  the  majority 
of  the  regiment.  He  was  an  ar- 
dent patriot  under  the  Consti- 
tuent Assembly :  bdt  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  marked  a  new 
period  in  his  ideas  and  opinons. 

''He  was  at  Paris  on  the )( 1st 
of  June,  179^,  and  witnessed 
the  insurrection  of  the  people  of 
the  FHubourgs,  who  traversed  the 
garden  of  the  Tuileries,  and 
forced  the  palace.  There  were 
but  six  thousand  men;  a  mere 
disorderly  mob,  whose  language 
and  dress  proved  them  to  belong 
to  the  very  lowest  class  of  so- 
ciety. 

**  Napoleon  was  also  a  witness 
of  the  events  of  the  10th  of 
August,  in  which  the  assailants 
were  neither  higher  in  rank  nor 
more  fbrmidable  in  number. 

"In 
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'*  In  1793,  Napoleon,  was  in 
Corsica,  where  he  had  a  command 
in  the  National  Guards.  He  op- 
posed Paoli  as  soon  as  he  was 
led  to  suspect  that  the  veteran,  to 
whom  he  had  hitherto  been  so 
much  attached,  entertained  the 
design  of  betraying  the  island  to 
the  English.  Therefore  it  is  not 
true,  as  has  been  generally  re- 
ported, that  Napoleon,  or  some  of 
his  family,  were  at  one  time  in 
England,  proposing  to  raise  a 
Corsican  regiment  for  the  Eng- 
lish service. 

*'  The  English  and  Paoli  sub- 
dued the  Corsican  patriots,  and 
burnt  Ajaccio.  The  house  of  the 
Bonapartes  was  destroyed  in  the 
general  conflagration,  and  the 
family  were  obliged  to  fly  to  the 
Continent.  ^They  fixed  their 
abode  at  Marseilles,  whence  Na- 
poleon proceeded  to  Paris.  He 
arrived  just  at  the  moment  when 
the  federalists  of  Marseilles  had 
surrendered  Toulon  to  the  Eng- 
lish." 

The  biography  of  Napoleon 
soon  becomes  so  inte^rmixed  with 
public  afiairs  that  he  ceases  to  be 
a  personal  and  private  object  of 
interest,  and  comes  home  to  our 
imaginations  solely  and  entirely 
as  an  historical  personage.  We 
shall  defer  noticing  some  passages 
in  Las  Cases  which  regard  his  in- 
dividual character,  until  we  enter 
on  the  matter  of  those  Memoirs 
which  bring  him  forward  wholly 
as  a  public  man.  He  defends 
particular  acts  of  Napoleon's 
career,  which  admit  of  no  defence  : 
hut  the  invasion  of  St.  Domingo 
and  the  treatment  of  .Toussaint 
were  two  bad  concerns,  the  blot 
of  which  on  Napoleon's  memory 
no  dew  o£  panegyric  will  wash 
away.  The  reflections  on  Madame 


de  Staiil  might  have  been  spared ; 
she  had  her  faulu,  but  she 
had  both  a  head  and  a  heart  to 
atone  for  them.  She  was  any 
thing  in  the  world  but  selfish,  as 
Las  Cases  describes  her ;  and  we 
wish  that  she  were  alive  at  this 
moment^  confident  that  she  would 
rebuke  his  calumny,  by  forgiving  it 
The  Memoirs  commence  with 
Napoleon's  first  appearance  as  a 
general  ofHcer  at  Toulon ;  he  was 
at  that  time  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  and  even  then  shewed  him- 
self  a  man  born  to  command. 
Though  only  commandant  of  the 
artillery,  his  intelligence  took  the 
lead  in  conducting  and  consum- 
hiating  the  capture  of  the  place. 
Here  his  moral,  no  less  than  his 
military  courage,  was  put  to  the 
test:  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety  had  sent  plans  and  instroc- 
tions  relative  to  the  siege— Bona- 
parte regarded  all  their  sugges- 
tions as  useless.  The  popolar 
societies  and  all  the  Sooth  of 
France  had  become  impatient  that 
Toulon  was  not  taken ;  in  Paris 
itself  the  Convention  was  beset 
with  petitions,  that  the  besiegers 
might  be  compelled  to  attack  the 
place  more  vigorously,  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  ac- 
tually arrived  to  fulfil  this  charge. 
It  is  not  true,  as  the  republican 
prints  then  pretended,  that  those 
representatives  joined  the  be- 
siegers, sword  in  hand,  and  con- 
tributed to  the  capture:  they 
arrived  only  to  witness  the  suc- 
cess of  Bonaparte's  plan,  and  were 
fain  to  disown  a  letter  of  blame 
which  they  had  written  upon  the 
Mibject.  Bonaparte's  reputation 
was  now  sufficient  to  shield  him 
against  the  terrors  of  a  sai^uinary 
executive  government,  which  sent 
its  generals  with  as  little  cere- 
mony 
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mony  to  thescaffold  as  to  the  field. 
He  was  made  Brigadier*general 
of  artillery,  and  appointed  to  the 
command  of  that  department  (the 
artillery)  in  the  army  of  Italy. 
From  thence  he  succeeded  to  the 
chief  command  of  the  same  army. 
In  1 795,  he  quitted  it  for  a  short 
time,  and  repaired  to  Paris ;  he 
had  been  put  on  the  list  of  gene- 
rals who  were  intended  to  serve 
in  the  army  of  La  Vendee ;  but 
he  refused  this  appointment,  and 
protested  against  it.* 

The  full   tide  of   Bonaparte's 
glory  set  jn  from  his  Italian  <;am- 
paign  in  1796.     At  the  beginning 
of  that  year  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
who,  from  his  military  and  geo- 
graphical position,  had  obtained 
the  title  of   the  Porter   of  the 
Alps,  had  fortresses,  at  the  open- 
ings of  all  the  passes  leading  into 
Piedmont.     If  it  had  been  wish- 
ed   to    penetrate    into   Italy  by 
forcing  the  Alps,   it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  gain  possession 
of  these   fortresses.       Now    the 
roads  did  not  allow  the  carriage 
of  a  battering  train ;  besides,  the 
mountains  are  covered  with  snow 
during'  three    quarters     of   the 
year — which  leaves  but  little  time 
for  besieging  these  places.  A  plan 
was  therefore  formed  for  turning 
all  the   Alps,  and   for  entering 
Italy  precisely  at  the  point  where 
these  high  mountains  terminate, 
and  tvhere  the  Apennines  begin. 
In  penetrating  into  Italy  in  this 
direction,  some   hopes  might  be 
entertained  of  separating  and  in- 
tersecting the  Sardinian  and  Aus- 
trian armies,  because  from   that 
position  Lombardy  and  Piedmdtot 


were  both  menaced.     It  was  as 
practicable  to  march  on  Milan  as 
on  Turin.    The  Piedmontese  were 
interested  in  covering  Turin,  and 
the  Austrians  in  defending  Milan. 
The    French  army  of  Italy  was 
about  30,000  strong,  whilst  more 
than  90,000  men  were  opposed 
to  them.     The   character  of  the 
French  troops  was  excellent ;  but 
their     cavalry    was    wretchedly 
mounted,  and  they  were  equally 
inferior  in  artillery.     There  were 
no  means  of  transporting  stores  of 
any  kind  from  the  arsenals ;   all 
the  draught-horses  had  perished 
for  want.       The  penury  of   the 
French  finances  was 'so  great,  that 
all    the    efforts    of  Government 
could  only  furnish  2000  louis  in 
specie  to  the  military  chest.     An 
order  was  issued  for  all  the  gene- 
ral officers  to  receive  four  louis 
a- piece.      The  supply  of   bread 
was  uncertain ;  that  of  meat  had 
long  ceased.     For  means  of  con- 
veyance, there  remained  only  two 
hundred  mules.      It  was  impossi- 
ble to  think  of  transporting  above 
twelvepieces  of  cannon.  Bonaparte 
put  the  army  in  motion  with  the 
following  address  to  them  :  **  Sol* 
diers  ! .  you    are  naked,  ill- fed — 
much  is  due  to  us :  there  is  nothing 
to  pay  us   with.      The  patience 
and  courage  you  have  shewn  in  the 
midst  of  these  rocks  are  admira- 
ble—but they  win  you  no  glory. 
I  come  to  lead  yeu  into  the  most 
fertile  plains  in  the  world :  rich 
provinces,   great    cities,   will   be 
in  your  power.     There  you  will 
have  wealth,  honour,  and  glory. 
Soldiers     of    Italy,     can     your 
courage  fail  ?"    These  words  were 
addressed 


*  There  is  a  chasm  in  the  Memoirs  dictated  to  Gourgaud  Xrom  the  end  of  1795 
down  to  Bonaparte's  return  from  Egypt  in  1799.  The  engraving  of  the  Maps  and 
Plans  hsving,  it  appears,  prevented  the  editors  from  following  a  chronological  order, 
we  return  for  the  present  to  Las  Cases,  who*gives  a  full  account  of  the  Italian  cam- 
paign of  1796. 
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addressed  to  his  troops    on  the 
529th  of  March.     On  the  ^8th  of 
April  he  was  within  a  day's  march 
6£  Turin ;  had  svrbdued  the  Sanr-> 
dinian    government,    and    couki' 
thus  address  his  troops — ^'  You 
hare  in'  fifteen  days   gsxAed  six 
Victories,  taken  twenty- 6ne  stand 
of  colours,    fifty-five    pieces    of 
cannon,  and  conquered  the  richest 
parts  of  Piedmont.   Your  services 
are  equal  to  those  of  the  Army  of 
Holland  and  the  Rhine.  You  were 
in  want  of  every  thing,  but  you 
have  provided  every  thing.     You 
have  gained  battles  widiout  can- 
non —  passed      rivers      without 
bridges — made    forced     marches 
without  shoes — bivouacked  with- 
out brandy,  and   often    without 
bread.      None    but    Republican 
phalanxes  could  have  done  so.  For 
this  you  have  the  tlianks  of  your 
country."     On   the  imuiediately 
succeeding     operations     of    the 
French  under  Bonaparte  in  Italy, 
Las  Cases  is*  only  able  to  gi^s  us. 
the  fragments  of  a  chapter.     For 
immediate  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Italian  campaign  of 
1797,  we  refer  the  reader  to  that 
pdrc  of  the  Memoir  which  is  en^ 
titled  Vol.  I.  of  the   Historical 
Miscellanies    dictated     to  Count 
Montholon.      Napoleon,  accord- 
ing to  Las  Cases;  declared,  that 
lie  had  returned  from  the  cam- 
paigns of  Italy  with  but  900,000 
francs  in  his  possession.  '*  I  might 
have  easily,"  he  said,  ''carried  off 
tew  or  twelve  millions*.     I  expect- 
ed on  my  return  to  receive  some 
great  national    reward.     Cham- 
bord  was  to  have  been  given  me, 
but  tlie  Directory  set  aside  the 
idea*     I  had,  however,  transmit- 
ted to  France  at  least  fifty  millions 
of  fi^ancs   for  the  service  of  the 
State." 


The  Expedition  to    Egypt  is 
fiiHy  treated  of  irt  the  first  volume 
of   Napoleon's   Historical    Mis* 
cellaAfes.     Las  Cases  also  enters 
upon  the  subject,  about  Napole- 
on's having  either  poisoned,  or  pro- 
posed to  poison,  the  sick  at  Jaflk. 
'*  The  roost  absurd  details,  the 
most  improbable   ciroumstancefl, 
the  most  ridiculous  episodes  were 
invented,  to  give  a  colouring  to 
this  first  fiilsehood.  The  story  was 
circulated  through  Europe ;  male- 
volence seized  ity  and  exaggerated 
its  enormity ;  it  was  published  in 
every    newspaper;     recorded  in 
every  book;    and   thenceforward 
was  looked  upon  as  an  established 
fact :  indfgnation  was  at  its  height, 
and  clamour  universal.     It  would 
have  been  vain  to  reason,  or  to 
attempt  to  stem  the  torrent,  or  to 
shew  that  no  proofs  of  the  fact  had 
been  adduced,  and  that  the  sfoiy 
contradicted  itself.    It  would  have 
been  vain  to  bring  ftirward  oppo- 
site and  incontrovertible  evidence 
-^the  evidence  of  those  very  me- 
dical men  who  were  said  to  have 
administered,  or  to  have  refined 
to    administer,    the  ^  poison.     It 
would  have  been  vain  to  expose 
the  unreasonableness  of  accusing 
of  inhumanity  the  man,  who,  hot 
a  short  time  before,  had  immortal- 
ized the  hospitals  of  Jaffa  by  an 
act  of  the   sublimest    Heroism  ; 
risking  his  own  safety  by  solemnly 
touching  the  troops  infected  *nth 
the  plague,  to  deceive  and  soothe 
the  imaginations  of  the  sick  men. 
In  vain  might  it  have  been  urg^ 
that  the  idea  of  such  a  crime  could 
not  be  afiixed  on  him,  who,  when 
consulted  by  the  medical  officers 
as  to  the  expediency  of  burning 
or    merely  washing  the    clothes 
worn  by  the  invalids,  and  being 
reniinded  of  the  enormous  loss' 
attendant 
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attendftfit  on-  tise  iiwrner  mMmnre, 
tephed.  :~^^  Gentleneny  I  came 
bcre  Cor  fin:  the  attention  and  to 
recall  the  interests  of  Europe  to 
tbe  centre  of  the  ancient  worlds 
and  not  with  the  view  of  ainassing 
wealth.'  Iji^  vain  would  it  have 
1»e«R  shewn  that  thens  could  be 
w^  object,  no  motive  whatever  for 
tfenir  supposed  crime.  Had  the 
French  General  any  reason  to 
«Mpeet  a  design  fov  corrupting 
bia^  isvatidsy  and  converting 
riuw  mtiv  reinforeements  agaiiat 
himself?  Sid  he  hope  thtit  thia 
banrbarooa  act  would  conpletely 
riii  him.  06  the  infection  ?  H0 
finght  have  efTeeted  that  object 
equally  well  by  leaving  hia  inva- 
Has  to  be  overtaken  by  the  en^ 
my's  troops,  w4)kh  would^  more*- 
over^  haw  been  the  means  of 
spreading  the  contagion-  among 
Ae  l«tter.  It  would  have  been 
vam  eo  shew  that  an  u&ieehng 
and  selfish  chief  might  have  freed- 
bimaelf  fiKtm  ail  embarrassment 
by  merely  kaving  the  unfortunate 
men  beiaind  him  :  they  would 
ha^e  been  massacred,  it  is  true: 
but  no  one  would  ever  have 
thought  of  addressing  a  reproach 
tO'  him^. 

**  These  and  every  other  argu- 
ment would  have  been  vain  and 
uaelessv  so  power fbl  and  infallible 
are  the  effects  of  falsehood  and 
declamation  when  the:  passions  of 
mankhid  are  interest^  in  their 
propagations  The  imaginary 
crime  was  repeated  by  every 
mouthy  waa  engraven  on  every 
hearty  and' to  the  common  masa  of 
minfcind  it  will,  perhaps,  for  ever 
continue  a  positive  and  incontro- 
vertible fact« 

**  A  circumstance,  which  will 
not  a  little  surprise  those  who 
have  yet  to  learn;  how  little  credit  is< 


due  to  public  report^  and  which  will 
also  serve  to  shew  the  errors  that 
may  creep  into  history,  ia  that 
Marshal  Bertrand,  who  was  him-> 
self  with  the  army  iik  Egypt, 
(though  certainly  in  a  rank  which 
did  not  enable  him  to  dome  into 
immediate  contact  with  .the  Ge* 
neral-in-cfaief )  firmly  believed,  up 
to  the  period  of  hia  residence  at 
St.  Helena,  the  story  of  poison 
having  been  administered  to  sixty 
inrvalids*  The  report  Was  circu- 
lated and  believed  even  in  our 
avmy ;.  therefbre,.  what  answer 
could  be  given  to  those  who  trt* 
insphantiy.  asserted,  '  It  i»  a  &ct, 
I  assure  you,  I  have  it  from  offi- 
cers who  served  in  the  Fvendb 
army  at  the  time*?  Nevertheless, 
the  whole  story  is  false.  I  hmre 
collected  the  follomng  facts  from 
the  highest  source,  from  the  mouth 
of  Napoleon  himself* 

''  Ist.  That  the  iilv>aMs  in 
question  wlio  were  infected  with 
the  piq^tte,  amounted,,  according 
to  tiie  report  made  te  the  Gene** 
ral •in-chief,  only  to  seien  in  num^ 
her. 

"  2d.  That  it  was  not  the  Ge« 
neral-in-ehief,  but  a  professional 
man,  wbO)  at  the  moment  o£  the 
crisis,  proposed  the  administering 
of  opium. 

"  3d.  That  opium  was  not  ad- 
ministered to  a  single  individual; 

'*  4th.  That  the  retreat  having, 
been  effected  slowly,  a  rear*guardr 
was  left  behind  in  Jafik  for  three 
days. 

"5th.  That  on  the  departure 
of  the  rear^guard,  the  invalkls. 
were  all  dead,  except  oite  or  two, 
who  must  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  Etiglish. 

"  N.B.  since  my  return  to  Paris, 
having  had  opportunities  of  con- 
verging with  those  whose  situation 

and 
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and  profession  naturally  rendered 
tbem  Uie  first  actors  in  the  scene 
— those  whose  testimony  must  be 
considered  as  official  and  authen- 
tic, I  have  had  tlie  curiosity  to 
enquire  into  the  most  minute  de- 
tails, and  the  following  is  the  re* 
suit  of  my  enquiries  : — 

**  *  The  invalids  under  the  care 
of  the  Surgeon-in-chief,  that  is  to 
say,  the  wounded,  were  all,  with- 
out exception,  removed,  with  the 
help  of  the  horses  belonging  to 
the  staff,  not  excepting  even  those 
of  the  General-in-chief,  who  pro- 
ceeded for  a  considerable  distance 
on  foot,  like  the  rest  of  the  army. 
These,  therefore,  are  quite  out  of 
the  question. 

**  •  With  regard  to  the  rest  of  the 
invalids,  about  twenty  in  number, 
who  were  under  the  care  of  the 
Physician-in-chief,  and  who  were 
in  an  absolutely  desperate  condi- 
tion, totally  unfit  to  be  removed, 
while  the  enemy  was  advancing, 
it  is  very  true  that  Napoleon  ask- 
ed the  Physician-in-chief  whether 
it  would  not  be  an  act  of  huma- 
nity to  administer  opium  to  them. 
It  is  also  true  that  the  physician 
replied,  his  business  was  to  cure, 
and  not  to  kill ;  an  answer  which, 
as  it  se^ms  to  have  reference  to 
an  order  rather  than  to  a  subject 
of  discussion,  has,  perhaps,  fur- 
nished a  basis  on  which  slander 
and  falsehood  might  invent  and 
propagate  the  fabrication  which 
has  since  been  circulated  on  this 
subject. 

"  '  Finally,  the  details  which  I 
have  been  able  to  collect,  afford 
me  the  following  incontestable 
results : — 

<*  *  1st.  That  no  order  was 
given  for  the  administering  of 
opium  to  the  sick. 

"  •  2d.  That  there  was  not  at 


the  period  in  question,  in  the  me- 
dicine chest  of  the  army,  a  single 
grain  of  opium  for  the  use  of  the 
sick. 

<'■<  dd.  That  even  had  the  order 
been  given,  and  had  there  been  a 
supply  of  opium,  temporary  and 
local  circumstances,  which  it  woald 
be  tedious  to  enumerate  here, 
would  have  rendered  its  execu- 
tion impossible. 

'^  *  The  following  circumstances 
have  probably  helped  to  occasion, 
and  ma3%  perhaps,  in  some  degree 
excuse  the  mistake  of  those  who 
have  obstinately  maintained  the 
truth  of  the  contrary  facts.  Some 
of  our  wounded  men,  who  had 
been  put  on  board  ship,  fell' into 
the  hands  of  the  English.  We 
had  been  short  of  medicines  of  all 
kinds  in  the  camp,  and  we  had 
suppUed  the  deficiency  by  com- 
positions formed  from  indigenous 
trees  and  plants.  The  ptisaos 
and  other  medicines  had  a  horri- 
ble taste  and  appearance.  The 
prisoners,  either  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  pity,  or  from  having 
heard  of*the  opium  story,  which 
the  nature  of  the  medicines  might 
incline  them  to  believe,  told  the 
English  that  they  had  miracu- 
lously escaped  death,  having  had 
poison  administered  to  them  hy 
their  medical  officers.'  So  much 
for  ihe  invalids  under  tlie  care  of 
the  Surgeon-in-chief. 

**  Now  for  the  others.—*  The 
army  unfortunately  had,  as  Apo- 
thecary-in-chief, a  wretch  who  bad 
been  allowed  the  use  of  five  ca- 
mels to  convey  from  Cairo  the 
quantity  of  medicines  necessary 
for  the  expedition.  This  man 
was  base  enough  to  supply  him- 
self on  his  own  account,  instead 
of  medicines,  with  sugar, .  coffee, 
wine,  and  other  provisions,  which 
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he  afterwards  sold  at  an  enor- 
mous profit.  On  the  discovery 
of  the  fraud,  the  indignation  of 
the  General-in-chief  was  without 
bounds,  and  the  offender  was 
condemned  to  be  shot;  but  all 
the  medical  officers,  who  were  so 
distinguished  for  their  courage, 
and  wliose  attentive  care  had  ren- 
dered theui  so  dear  to  the  army, 
implored  his  pardon,  alleging  that 
the  honour  of  the  whole  body 
would  be  compromised  by  his  pu- 
nishment ;  and  thus  the  culprit 
escaped.  Some  time  after ^  when 
the  English  took  possession  of 
Cairo,  this  man  joined  them,  and 
made  common  cause  with  them  ; 
but,  having  attempted  to  renew 
some  of  his  old  offences,  he  was 
condemned  to  be  hanged,  and 
again  escaped,  by  slandering  the 
General-in-chief  Bonaparte,  of 
whom  he  invented  a  multitude  of 
horriUe  stories,  and  by  repre- 
senting himself  as  the  identical 
person  who  had,  by  the  General's 
orders,  administered  opium  to  the 
soldiers  infected  with  the  plague. 
His  pardon  was  the  condition  and 
the  reward  of  his  calumnies. 
This  was  doubtless  the  first  source 
whence  the  story  was  derived,  by 
those  who  were  not  induced  to 
propagate  it  from  malevolent  mo- 
tives. 

"  Time  has,  however,  fully  ex- 
posed this  absurd  calumny,  as 
well  as  many  others  which  have 
been  applied  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, and  that  with  so  great  a 
rapidity,  that,  on  revising  my 
manuscript,  I  have  been  surprised 
at  the  importance  I  have  attached 
to  the  refutation  of  a  charge 
which  no  one  would  now  dare  to 
maintain.  Still,  I  thought  it  best 
to  preserve  what  I  had  written,  as 
1823. 


a  testimony  of  the  impression  of 
.the  moment ;  and  if  I  have  now 
added  some  farther  details,  it  is 
because  they  happened  to  lie  with- 
in my  reach,  and  I  thought  it  im- 
portant to  record  them  as  histori- 
cal facts.'" 

During  Bonaparte's  absence  in 
Egypt,  it  is  well  known  how  much 
France  missed  his  military  genius, 
and  with  what  rapturous  acclama- 
tions he  was  hailed  on  his  return.  No 
one  who  recollected  the  sensation 
produced  by  his  sudden  appearance 
at  Frejus,  like  a  spirit  welcomed 
from  another  world,  could  be  sur- 
prised at  the  celerity  and  triumph 
of  his  subsequent  career  on  bis 
return  from  Elba.  His  resump- 
tion of  power  at  the  former  period, 
was  altogether  the  more  wonder- 
ful event  of  the  two.  He  was  at 
the  former  period  still  a  young 
man*  France,  no  doubt,  required 
a  stronger  and  regenerated  go- 
vernment; but  still  it  required 
unparalleled  boldness,  and  a  po- 
pularity among  a  nation  of  thirty  . 
millions,  which  not  more  than  one 
or  two  individuals  have  ever  ob- 
tained in  the  whole  history  of  the 
world,  to  seize  on  the  helm  of 
authority.  Though  France  was 
divided  by  factions,  yet  she  still 
had  men  of  pre-eminent  talents 
either  at  the  head  of  powerful 
parties,  or  singly  sufficient  to 
have  trampled  down  any  ordinary 
usurper  who  should  have  dared 
to  attempt  suppressing  party 
spirit.  There  was  Roederer»  elo- 
quent and  trusted  for  patriotism. 
There  were  Barras  and  Fouch^, 
who  had  each  great  influence. 
There  were,  besides,,  a  host  of 
formidable  politicians — Talley- 
rand, who  alone  had  sagacity  to 
have  guided  a  kingdom  in  ordi- 
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nary  circumstances.  There  were 
Moreau,  Bemadotte,  Augereau, 
and  others  of  high  mih'tary  name ; 
and  there  was  Sieyes,  the  canning 
and  reserved^  whose  talents  were 
so  esteemed  by  Mirabeau,  that  in 
a  debate  on  a  great  subject,  he 
once  declared  the  silence  of  Si- 
eyes  to  be  a  national  calamity.  It 
is  quite  obvious,  however,  that 
all  these  men,  who  in  other  cir- 
cumstances  would  have  been  pri- 
mary combatants  for  supreme 
power,  dimmed  their  ineffectual 
ray,  and  bowed  their  heads,  to 
the  influence  of  Bonaparte,  from 
the  moment  it  was  supposed  that 
a  change  in  the  government  was 
to  be  expected.  He  met  with 
them  separately ;  he  heard  their 
proposals  ;  he  committed  himself 
to  none  of  them.  If  he  could  be 
said  to  join  any  thing  like  a  party, 
it  was  that  of  Sieyes ;  but  until 
the  moment  that  he  wtis  ready  to 
strike  the  blow  of  usurpation,  he 
kept  them  all  in  suspense,  till  he 
called  them  together  on  the  13th 
Brumaire,  and  produced  one  of 
the  most  important  revolutions 
recorded  in  history.  His  influ- 
ence over  those  around  him  seem- 
ed equally  electric  and  irresisti- 
ble, whether  it  put  in  motion  the 
metaphysics  of  Sieyes,  or  the 
drumsticks  that  beat  the  charge 
on  the  Ck>uncil  of  Five  Hundred. 
We  return  to  St.  Helena. 

The  monotonous  and  melancho- 
ly existence  of  Napoleon  and  his 
fellow-exiles  at  St.  Helena  conti- 
nued (if  we  may  trust  Las  Cases) 
to  be  embittered  with  increased 
and  unnecessary  restrictions,  un- 
feeling indignities,  and  penurious 
privations.  The  eflects  which 
their  situation  produced  on  the 
mind  of  one  of  the  domestics  had 
very  nearly  proved  the  cause  of  a 


catastrophe  that  would  have  been 
calamitous  to  all  parties. 

''During  dinner  one  day  (says 
Las  Cases)  the  Emperor,  turn- 
ing  with  a  stem  look  to  one 
of  the  servants  in  waiting,  ex- 
claimed, *  So,  then,  assassin,  you 
resolved  to  kill  the  Governor! 
—Wretch!— If  such  a  thought 
ever  again  enters  your  head,  you 
will  have  to  do  with  me ;  you  will 
see  how  I  «hall  behave  to  you.' 
And  then  addressing  himself  to 
us,  he  said,  'Gentlemen,  it  is 
Santini,  there,  who  determined  to 
kill  the  Governor.  That  rascal 
was  about  to  involve  us  in  a  sad 
embarrassment.  I  found  it  neces' 
sary  to  exert  all  my  authority,  all 
my  indignation,,  to  restrain  him.* 
With  the  view  of  explaining  this 
extraordinary  transaction,  it  u 
necessary  to  observe,  thatSantinif 
who  was  formerly  usher  of  the 
Emperor's  cabinet,  and  whose 
extreme  devotion  had  prompted 
him  to  follow  his  master  and 
serve  him — ^no  matter,  he  said,  in 
what  capacity— ^was  a  Corsican  of 
deep  feeling  and  a  warm  imagina- 
tion. Enraged  at  the  Govenior's 
bad  usage,  exasperated  at  the  de- 
cline of  the  Emperor's  health, 
impatient  of  the  affronts  he  saw 
heaped  upon  him,  and  afiected 
himself  with  a  distracting  melan- 
choly, he  had  for  some  time  done 
no  work  in  the  bouse,  and  under 
pretence  of  procuring  some  gaiM 
for  the  Emperor's  table,  his  em- 
ployment seemed  lo  be  that  of 
shooting  in  the  neighbourhood. 
In  a  moment  of  confidencei  he 
told  his  countr3nEnan  Cypnani  that 
iie  had  formed  the  pniject,  hf 
means  of  his  double-bcrreOed 
piece,  of  killing  the  Goveraor 
and  then  putting  an  end  to  him- 
self—and all,  said  he,  to  nd  the 
world 
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world  of  a  monster.  Cypriani, 
who  knew  his  countryman's  cba^ 
racter,  was  shocked  at  his  deter- 
mination, and  communicated  it  to 
several  other  servants.  They  all 
united  in  intreating  him  to  lay 
aside  his  design :  but  their  efforts, 
instead  of  mitigating,  seemed  to 
inflame  his  irritation.  They  re* 
solved  then  to  discover  the  pro- 
ject to  the  Emperor,  who  had  him 
instantly  brought  before  him — 
'  And  it  was  only,'  he  told  me 
some  time  afterwards,  'by  impe- 
rial, by  pontifical  authority,  that  I 
finally  succeeded  in  making  the 
scoundrel  desist  altogether  from 
his  project.  Observe  for  a  mo- 
ment the  fatal  consequences  hd 
was  about  to  produce.  I  should 
have  also  passed  for  the  murderer, 
the  assassm  of  the  Governor,  and 
in  reality  it  would  have  been  very 
difficult  to  destroy  such  an  im- 
pression in  the  minds  of  a  great 
number  of  people.' " 

The  most  singular  part  of  Na- 
poleon's conversation,  and  the 
least  instructive,  is  the  develope- 
ment  of  his  plans  with  regard  to 
the  still  projected  invasion  of 
England,  which  was  to  have  been 
effected  when  the  continent  had 
been  reduced  and  paciflcated.  His 
navy,  the  Emperor  allowed,  had 
suffered  dreadfully ;  the  greatest 
part  of  its  seamen  were  prisoners 
m  England,  and  his  ports  were 
blockaded  by  British  fleeU.  He 
had  nevertheless  ordered  canals 
to  be  constructed  in  Brittany, 
in  order  to  e(!bet  a  communi- 
cation between  Brest  and  Bour- 
deaux,  Rochefort,  Nantes,  Hol- 
land, Antwerp,  and  Cherbourg. 
He  was  desirous  oho  of  having 
wet-docks  at  Flushing.  Finally, 
he  projected  near  Boulogne,  or  on 
aome  ^t  along  that  coast,  the 


construction  of  a  dike  similar  to 
that  of  Chcrboutg;  in  fact,'  he 
was  to  have  a  full  and  free  com- 
munication of  ships  from  Ant- 
werp to  Brest.  To  obviate  the 
want  of  seamen,  he  was  to  have 
conscripts  trained  in  all  the  ports, 
who  were  to  be  first  put  on  board 
a  flotilla  of  light  vessels  in  the 
Zuiderzee.  As  to  ships  of  war, 
he  calculated  on  building  twenty 
or  twenty-five  every  year :  in  less 
than  ten  years  he  expected  to  have 
two  or  three  hundred  sail  of  the 
line.  The  affairs  of  the  Conti- 
nent would,  in  the  mean  time,  be 
brought  to  a  termination.  His 
line  of  offensive  and  defensive 
naval  operations  was  to  extend 
from  Cape  Finisterre  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Elbe.  There  were  to  be 
three  great  squadrons  and  as 
many  armies  for  the  invasion, 
together  with  smaller  divisions 
for  turning  and  outflanking  the 
enemy.  On  the  completion  of 
his  armaments,  if  the  English, 
frightened  for  the  safety  of  their 
island,  should  coUect  their 
strength  in  front  of  their  princi- 
pal arsenals,  the  fleets  of  Brest, 
Cherbourg,  and  Antwerp,  were  to 
attack  them,  and  the  wings  of  his 
navy  were  to  turn  on  the  side  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  Were  Eng- 
land, on  the  contrary,  determined 
to  oppose  him  in  a  great  body,  the 
struggle  would  be  reduced  to  a 
decisive  issue,  of  which  France 
would  have  been  at  liberty  to 
choose  the  time,  place,  and  oppor- 
tunity. This  battle  in  the  air 
was  what  Napoleon  used  to  call 
his  battle  of  Actium.  Profound- 
ly as  every  reader  of  Napoleon's 
actions  must  admire  his  genius, 
one  may  certainly  be  excused  for 
doubting  if  this  project  be  not  a 
dream  of  impossibilities.  What 
c  2  assumptions 
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assumptions  for  its  basis!     The 
Continent  paclficated  in  ten  years! 
Not  even  his  conquest  of  Russia 
could  have  effected  such  pacifica- 
tion.    There  was  an  Antigallican 
spirit    in    Spain    and    Germany 
sufficient  to  have  given  employ- 
ment to  France  for  twenty  years 
— a  spirit  of  hostility  that  would 
have  burst  out  in  another  manner, 
even  if  the  events  which  occurred 
had  not  taken  place.     And  then 
to  speak  of  beating  the  mariners 
of  England  by  conscripts  trained 
in    blockaded    harbours!     Rare 
work,   indeed,    the    latter  would 
have  made  among  his  port-pren- 
tices, even  if  they  had  possessed 
the  advantage  of  numbers.     Our 
own  suspicion  is,  that  his  demon- 
strations   of  this    project    were 
mere    appeals    to    the     national 
pride    of  the    people  whom   he 
ruled,  and  that  he  had  got  by  heart 
a  jargon  on  the  subject  which  it 
amused  him  to  recite  to  M.  Las 
Cases-  His  plan  of  canal  communi- 
cation between  his  harbours  is  how- 
ever intelligible  even  to  a  Bourbon, 
and  his  scheme  of  preparing  naval 
conscripts  remains  as  practicable 
as  ever.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  we 
have  delivered  ourselves  from  the 
danger  of  the  energies  of  Europe 
being  combined   against  us;  for 
Napoleon  never  could  have  formed 
a  coalition  more  dangerous  than 
the  Holy  Alliance.     The  powers 
of  that  coalition   have,  without 
the  grandeur  of  his  views,  adopt- 
ed whoever  was  lawless  in  his 
principles.      The  holy  allies  are 
substantially  hostile,  because  we 
are  a  free  people. 

The  utmost  astonishment  was 
produced  in  Napoleon's  mind 
when  he  was  first  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  suras  expended  in 
England  on  public  charity.     Las 


Cases  found    him  one  mormng 
reading  an  English  work  on  the 
poor's  .rates.     The  account  em- 
braced, millions  of  men  and  ban* 
dreds    of    millions    of    mooey. 
The   Emperor  was  apprehensive 
that  he  had  not  read  the  work 
correctly,  or  that  he  had  mistaken 
the  sense.     The  thing,  he  said, 
seemed  altogether  impossible.  He 
could  not  conceive  by  what  vices 
and  defects  so  many  poor  could 
be  found  in  a  country  so  opulent, 
so  industrious,  and  so  abundant 
in  resources  for  labour  as  Eng- 
land.    He  was  still  less  capable 
of  comprehending   by  what  pro- 
digy the  proprietors,  overloaded 
with  taxation,  were  also  enabled 
to  provide  .for  the  wants  of  such 
a  multitude.     He  then  demanded 
of  Mons.  Las  Cases,  if  he  bad 
not  been  sent  into  the  depart- 
ments  op  a    particular  mission 
with  regard  to  mendicity.     Las 
Cases  told  him  that  he  had  ibe 
official  report    of    his    mission 
among  the   few  papers  he  bad 
preserved.     He  went  for  it.  Tbe 
Emperor  glanced  at  it  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  said,    "  Well,  this  in 
fact  has  np  resemblance  whatever 
to  England."     With  respect  to  a 
mendicity   establishment,    which 
had  been  the  special  object  of  his 
mission,  Las  Cases  told  him  that 
his  intentions  had  been  ill  under- 
stood, and  that  the  plan  had  been 
altogether  unsuccessful.     There 
were  a  few  departments,  it  is  true, 
in  which  the  care  of  the  prefects 
had  put  an  end  to  mendicity :  but 
in  general  the  case  was  otherwise  • 
and  our  author  remarks  that  it 
was  found  chiefly  difficult  to  sup- 
press mendicity  in  places  where 
the  clergy  enjoyed  superior  wcaWi 
and  power.      In    Belgium,  n>r 
instance,  mendicants  were  aeen 
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to  derive  honour  from  Cheir  trade, 
and  boast  of  having  followed  it 
for  several  generations.  This 
circumstance  Napoleon  attributed, 
and  probably  with  justice,  to  so 
many  saints  being  in  the  calendar, 
whose  only  apparent  merit  was 
mendicity.  On  this  subject,  how- 
ever, Las  Cases  is  prodigal  of 
his  praise  to  the  humane  disposi- 
tions of  his  countrymen.  The 
South,  above  all,  and  Languedoc, 
displayed  great  zeal  and  anima- 
tion in  the  support  of  charitable 
institutions.  The  hospitals  and 
alms-houses  were  every  where 
numerous  and  well  attended  to. 
The  foundlings  had  increased 
tenfold  since  the  Revolution. 
This  our  author  had  at'  first  as- 
cribed to  the  corruption  of  the 
times  ;  but  he  was  desired  to  re- 
mark, and  was  convinced  upon 
reflection,  that  the  changes  had 
resulted  from  a  more  honourable 
cause.  Formerly  the  foundlings 
had  been  so  wretchedly  taken 
care  of,  that  only  from  seven  to 
nine  wretched  sickly  and  diminu- 
tive orphans  had  survived,  out  of 
ten  that  were  taken  in.  Whereas 
at  present  their  food  and  cleanli- 
ness, and  the  care  that  is  taken  of 
them,  preserve  nearly  the  whole 
of  them,  and  they  grow  up  a  fine 
race  of  children.  The  attention 
shewn  to  them  gives  rise  to  a  sin- 
gular abuse — mothers  even  in 
easy  circumstances  are  tempted 
to  expose  their  infapts;  they 
afterwards  apply  at  the  hospital, 
and,  under  a  charitable  pretext, 
offer  to  bring  up  one  themselves. 
It  is  their  own  which  is  restored 
to  them,  with  the  benefit  of  a 
small  allowance. 

But  of  the  French  prisons  he 
gives  a  most  terrible  picture — 
pronouncing  them  the  shame  of 


the  provinces^absolute  sinks  of 
corruption,  abominable  intrench* 
ments.  Las  Cases  had  formerly 
visited  (he  says)  certain  prisons 
in  England,  and  had  indulged  in 
^a  smile  at  the  kind  of  luxury 
which  he  observed  in  them.  But 
there  are  no  offences,  he  says,  or 
even  crimes,  that  would  not  be 
fully  expiated  by  a  mere  resi- 
dence in  those  prisons,  to  which 
people  were  sent  only  on  accusa- 
tion. In  one  of  these,  at  Mount 
St.  Michel,  Las  Cases  found  a 
woman,  whose  name  he  had  for- 
got, but  who  had  particularly  at-* 
tracted  his  attention. 

"  She  had  rather  a  pretty  face, 
pleasing  manners,  and  a  modest 
deportment.  She  had  been  im- 
prisoned fourteen  years,  having 
taken  a  very  active  part  in  the 
troubles  of  La  Vendue,  and  con- 
stantly accompanied  her  husband, 
who  was  the  chief  of  a  battalion 
of  insurgents,  and  whom  she  suc- 
ceeded, after  his  death,  in  the 
command.  The  wretchedness 
she  suffered,  and  the  tears  she 
shed,  had  sensibly  impaired  her 
charms.  I  assumed  a  severe  air 
during  the  recital  of  her  misfor- 
tunes, but  it  was^  put  on  for  the 
purpose  of  concealing  the  emo- 
tions slie  excited.  She  had,  by 
the  kindness  of  her  manners  and 
her  other  qualifications,  created  a 
kind  of  empire  over  the  vulgar 
and  depraved  women  that  were 
about  her.  She  had  devoted 
herself  to  the  care  of  the  sick ; 
the  prison  infirmary  was  intrust- 
ed to  her,  and  she  was  beloved  by 
every  pne. — With  the  exception 
of  that  woman,  a  few  priests,  and 
two  or  three  old  Cliouan  spies,  the 
rest  exhibited  but  a  filthy  com- 
pound of  disgusting  or  extrava- 
gant depravity." 

Among 
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Among  hit  ocmveraadoiis  with 
ihe  Emperor*  Las  Cases  repeats 
a  very  minute  account  which  he 
gave  Napoleon  of  the  first  as* 
semhiage  of  the  French  royalist 
emigrants  at  Cohlentz,  and  of  the 
follies,  prejudices,  and  principles 
which  distinguished  that  unfortu- 
nate hody  of  men.  The.  picture 
is  drawn  with  great  vivacity,  wad 
with  all  the  apparent  fidelity  of 
an  eye-witness;  and  though  the 
chapter  has  no  immediate  relation 
to  the  hero  of  his  journal,  it  is 
nevertheless  a  very  amusing  epi- 
sode. At  Coblentz  was  collected 
all  that  was  illustrious  belonging 
to  the  court  in  France,  and  all 
that  was  opulent  and  distinguish- 
ed belonging  to  the  provinces. 
The  emigrants  were  thousands 
in  number,  consisting  of  every 
branch,  uniform,  and  rank  of  the 
army; — ^they  peopled  the  town, 
and  overran  the  palace.  Their 
daily  assemblages  about  the  per- 
sons of  the  princes,  seemed  like 
so  many  splendid  festivals.  The 
court  was  most  brilliant,  and  the 
princes  were  so  effectually  its 
sovereigns,  that  the  poor  Elector 
of  Treves,  whom  they  were  eating 
up,  and  who  was  afterwards  de- 
prived of  his  possessions  on  their 
account,  was  eclipsed  and  lost  in 
the  midst  of  them,  which  induced 
a  person  to  observe  to  him  one 
day,  either  from  simplicity  or 
raillery,  that  among  all  those  who 
thronged  his  palace  he  seemed 
the  only  stranger.  On  gala  days, 
they  paraded  with  arrogance,  as 
it  were,  the  whole  lustre  and 
dignity  of  their  monarchy,  and, 
above  all,  the  superiority  of  their 
sovereign,  and  the  elevation  of 
their  princes — His  Majesty  the 
Kipg  was  the  expression  which 
they  pompously  uded  in  the  Ger- 


man cirdca  to  designate  the  King 
of  France,  for  that  was,  or  ought 
to  be,  m  their  opinion,  his  title  in 
point  of  pre-eminence  with  respect 
to  all  Europe.  Even  at  a  later 
period,  and  during  their  greatest 
distress,  an  Austrian  officer,  after 
dinner,  happened  to  say,  that 
when  he  came  from  Vienna  a 
marriage  was  talked  of  between 
Madame  Royale  (now  Duchess 
d'Angouleme)  and  the  Archduke 
Charles,  who  at  that  time  enjoyed 
great  celebrity.  "  But  it  is  im- 
possible," observed  one  of  his 
JPrencb  guests.  **  And  why?" 
*'  Because  it  is  not  a  suiuble 
marriage  for  Madame."  "  How  ?" 
exclaiined  the  Austrian,  seriously 
offended,-  and  almost  breathless ; 
"  The  Archduke  Charles  not  a 
suitable  marriage  for  your  prin- 
cess I"  "  Oh  no.  Sir ;— it  would 
be  but  a  garrison  marriage  for 
her.'*  So  highly  wound  up  were 
their  expectations,  that  the  emi- 
grants who  were  later  in  arriving 
were  ill  received.  It  was  main- 
tained that  all  merit  on  that 
score  was  at  an  end,  that  if  ail 
who  came  should  be  received  in 
the  same  way,  the  whole  of  France 
would  soon  be  on  their  side,  and 
there  would  be  no  longer  any 
person  to  punish.  As  a  mark  of 
the  political  principles  that  pre- 
vailed, the  Pnnce  de  Su  Maurice 
was  chased  from  among  the  emi- 
grants— for  having  belonged  to 
Sie  society  of  the  friends  of  the 
negroes.  The  appearance  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick  at  Cobientx, 
and  tlie  arrival  of  the  King  of 
Prussia  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
were  great  subjects  of  joy  sod 
expectation  for  almost  the  whole 
of  the  emigration.  There  were  a 
few  persons,  however,  who  bad 
the  discernment  to  perceive  from 
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ihe   beginniDg,    bow    the    afikir  rades  and  himielf  tvere  lo%ed 

would  end.      Among  these  was  in  a  handsome  house,  but  all  the 

Monsieur   de    Cazal^s,    now   an  furniture  and  all  the  proprietors 

emigrant,  who  had  filled  France  had  disappeared,   excepting  two 

and  Europe  with  the  celebrity  of  very  pretty  young  ladies  who  put 

his  eloquence  and  courage  in  the  us  in  possession  of  it.    This  last 


national    assembly.      When    his 
countrymen  beheld  with  delight 
the  Prussians,  as  they  filed  off 
through  the  streets  of  Coblentz, 
— "  Foolish  boys,"  he  exclaimed, 
**  you  admire  those  troops  and 
rejoice    at    their    march.      You 
ought  rather  to  shudder   at  it. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  wish 
to  see  these  soldiers,  to  the  last 
man  of  them,  plunged  into  the 
Rhine.     Unhappy  are  they  who 
incite  foreigners  to  invade  their 
country.      Oh,   my  friends,   the 
French  nobility  will  not  survive 
this  atrocity.     They  will  have  the 
afBiction  of  expirinf^  &v  from  the 
places  of  their  birth."    The  emi- 
grants (he  adds)  might  he  esti« 
mated    at    SO  or    25,000    men 
under  arms.     Such  a  force,  filled 
with  ardour  and  devotion,  fight- 
ing for  its  own    interests    and 
maintaining     an     understanding 
with  the  sympathetic  elements  of 
the  interior,  might  have  been  ca* 
pable   of   striking    the    decisive 
blow.     But  the  allies  meant  to 
do  the  work  themselves,  and  they 
annihilated  the  emigrant  army, 
by  parcelling  it  out  into  different 
corps,  and  by  making  these  pri- 
soners, as  it  were,  in  the  heart  of 
the   German   troops.     Their  en- 
trance into  France  soon  dispelled 
all  illusion  about  the  dispositions 
of  th^  main  body  of  the  French 
people,  by  whom  they  were  exe- 
crated as  traitors  and  patricides, 
instead  of  being    welcomed   as 
deliverers.       When    they    were 
quartered  at  Verdun,  Las  Cases 
tells  ua  that  "  aome  of  his  corn- 


circumstance  seemed  rather  a 
favourable  omen,  and  the  royalist 
ofiicers  began  to  attempt  ingra- 
tiating themselves  with  the  f^ 
males.  '  Gentlemen,'  said  one  of 
the  two  Amazons  in  rather  a  sharp 
tone,  *  we  have  remained  because 
we  felt  we  had  the  courage  to  tell 
you  face  to  face,  that  our  lovers 
are  in  arms  against  you,  and  that 
they  have  our  prayers  at  least  as 
much  as  our  hearts.'  This  was 
intelligible  language,"  says  our 
author,  ^*  we  wished  for  no  more 
of  it,  and  even  shifted  our  quar- 
ters to  uiother  house." 

The  Imperial  Exile's  conversa- 
tion, of  course,  for  the  most  part 
turns  on  his  own  military  exploits. 
Among  these,  the  account  of  his 
return  from  Elba  is  by  far  the 
most  animated  part  of  these  vo- 
lumes. The  interest  which  it 
excites  is  indeed  dramatic. . 

We  take,  at  random,  some  in- 
sulated anecdotes  which  our  au- 
thor gives  of  Napoleon. 

**  During  the  Consulate,  and 
even  during  the  Empire,  Napo- 
leon used  at  public  festivals  to  go 
out  late  at  night  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  the  shows  and  hearing 
the  sentiments  of  the  people. — 
He  once  went  out  in  this  way 
accompanied  by  Maria  Louisa; 
and  they  both  walked  arm  in 
arm  on  the  Boulevards,  highly 
amused  at  seeing  their  Majesties 
tlie  Emperor  and  Empress^  and 
all  the  grandees  of  the  court,  re- 
presented in  the  magic  lanterns. 

«•  During  the  Consulate,  Napo- 
leon was  once  standing  in  front 
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of  the  Hotel  de  la  Marine,  view- 
ing a  public  illamination.  Beeide 
him  was  a  lady,  who  to  all  ap- 
pearance had  formerly  moved  in 
a  distinguished  sphere,  accom- 
panied by  her  daughter,  a  very 
pretty  girl,  to  whom  she  was 
pointing  out  all  the  persons  of 
note,  as  they  passed  to  and  fro  in 
the  apartments..  Calling  her 
daughter's  attention  to  a  certain 
individual,  she  said: — *  Remin4 
me  to  go  and  pay  my  respects  to 
him  some  day.  We  ought  to  do 
so,  for  he  has  rendered  us  great 
service.' — *  But,  mother,'  reph'ed 
the  young  lady,  *  I  did  not  know 
that  we  were  expected  to  shew 
gratitude  to  such  people.  I 
thought  they  were  too  happy  in 
being  able  to  oblige  persons  of 
our  quality.' — •  Certainly,'  said 
the  Emperor,  *  LaBruyt^rewould 
have  turned  this  incident  to  good 
account.' 

<*  Napoleon  sometimes  went 
out  in  disguise  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, traversing  the  streets  of  the 
capital  alone,  and  mingling  with 
the  labouring  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple, with  whose  condition  and 
sentiments  he  wished  to  make 
himself  acquainted.  In  the  Coun- 
cil of  State  I  have  often  heard 
him  advise  the  Prefect  of  Police 
to  adopt  this  plan.  He  called  it 
the  Caliph  system  of  police^  and 
said  he  esteemed  it  to  be  the 
best. 

<<  On  his  return  from  the  dis- 
astrous campaigns  of  Moscow 
and  Leipsic,  Napoleon,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  appearance  of 
confidence,  frequently  appeared 
amidst  the  multitude  with  scarce- 
ly any  attendants.  He  visited 
the  market-places,  the  faubourgs, 
and  all  the  populous  districts  of 
the  capital,  conversing  familiarly 


with  the  people  ;  and  he  wstf 
every  where  received  and  treated 
with  respect. 

"  One  day,  at  La  HallCy  a  wo- 
man with  whom  he  had  been 
holding  a  little  dialogue,  bluntly 
told  him  he  ought  to  make  peace. 
'  Good  woman,'  replied  the  Em- 
peror, '  sell  your  herbs,  and  leave 
me  to  settle  my  affairs.  Let 
every  one  attend  to  his  own 
calling/  The  bystanders  laugh- 
ed, and  a\)plauded  him. 

''On  another  occasion,  at  the 
Faubourg  Saint-Antoine,  when 
surrounded  by  an  immense  con- 
course of  people,  whom  he  was 
treating  very  condescendingly, 
some  one  asked  whether  afiairs 
were  really  as  bad  as  they  were 
represented  to  be.  *  Why,  cer- 
tainly,' replied  the  Emperor,  '  I 
cannot  say  that  things  are  going 
on  very  well.' — *  But  what  wiU 
be  the  end  of  this?' — <  Heaven 
knows !' — *  Will  the  enemy  enter 
France?'-^*  Very  possibly;  and 
he  may  even  march  to  Paris  if 
you  do  not  assist  me.  I  have  not 
a  million  of  arms.  I  cannot  do 
all  by  my  own  individual  efforts.' 
— *  We  will  support  you,'  ex- 
claimed a  number  of  voices.— 
*  Then  I  shall  beat  the  eneaiy, 
and  preserve  the  glory  <^  France/ 
— *  But  what  must  we  do?'—*  Yoo 
must  enlist  and  fight.' — <  Wewill,' 
said  one  of  the  crowd :  '  but  we 
must  make  a  few  conditions!'— 
«  What  are  they  ?'— «  We  wiU  not 
pass  the  frontier.' — *  You  shall 
not  be  required  to  do  so.'—*  ^^ 
wish  to  serve  in  the  guards,'  said 
another. — *  You  shall  do  so.' 
The  air  instantly  resounded  with 
acclamations.  Registers  were  im« 
mediately  opened,  and  two  thou- 
sand men  enlisted  in  the  course 
of  the  day.     Ni^^kon  returned  ' 

to 
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to  the  Tuileries ;  and,  as  he  en- 
tered the  Place  Carousel  on  horse- 
back, surrounded  by  the  muhi- 
tude,  whose  acclamations  rent  the 
air,  it  was  supposed  that  an  in- 
surrection had  broken  out,  and 
tlie  gates  were  about  to  be  closed. 

*^  On  his  return  from  the  Island 
of  Elba,  the  Emperor  made  ano- 
ther visit  to  the  Faubourg  Saint- 
Antoine,  where  he  was  received 
with  equal  enthusiasm,  and  con- 
ducted back  to  the  palace  in  a  si- 
milar manner.  As  he  passed 
through  the  Faubourg  Saint- 
Germain,  the  multitude  who  'es- 
corted him  halted  before  the 
principal  hotels,  and  manifested 
their  disapprobation  by  angry 
words  and  gestures.  The  Em- 
peror observed  that  he  had 
scarcely  ever  been  placed  in  so 
delicate  a  situation.  *  How  many 
evils  might  have  ensued,*  said  he, 
'  had  a  single  stone  been  thrown 
by  the  mob.  Had  a  single  im- 
prudent word,  or  even  an  equivo- 
cal look,  escaped  me,  the  whole 
Faubourg  might  have  been  de- 
stroyed; and  I  am  convinced 
that  its  preservation  was  to  be 
attributed  wholly  to  my  presence 
of  mind,  and  the  respect  which  the 
multitude  entertained  for  me.'  " 

We  conclude  with  quoting  a 
passage  from  the  melancholy 
description  of  the  Great  Cap- 
tive's situation,  which  Las  Cases 
states  on  the  eve  of  his  own 
departure. 

"  During  €his  period  the  Em- 
peror's health  has  been  constantly 
and  considerably  declining  ;  his 
body,  which  was  thought  so  ro- 
bust, which  had  endured  so  many 
toils,  and  withstood  so  much  fa- 
tigue, supported  by  victory  and 
glory,  was  now  bending  under  the 
weight  of  infirmities  prematurely 


brought  on  by  the  injustice  of 
men.  Almost  every  day  he  is 
attacked  by  some  new  indisposi- 
tion ;  fever,  swelled  face,  symp- 
toms of  scurvy,  constant  colds : 
his  features  are  altered,  his  gait 
becomes  heavy,  his  legs  swelled, 

&c Our  hearts  were  torn 

in  seeing  him  thus  hastening  to- 
wards infallible  destruction;  all 
our  cares  are  in  vain. 

'*  He  had  long  since  given  up 
riding  on  horseback,  and  by  de- 
grees, also,  he  almost  entirely 
relinquished  his  rides  in  the  ca- 
lash. Even  walking  became  a 
rare  occurrence,  and  he  was  thus 
nearly  reduced  to  a  strict  seclu- 
sion in  his  apartments.  He  no 
longer  applied  to  any  regular  or* 
continued  occupation  ;  he  seldom 
dictated  to  us,  and  only  upon 
subjects  that  were  merely  the 
fancy  of  the  moment.  He  spent 
the  greatest  part  of  the  day  alone 
in  his  room,  busied  in  turning 
over  a  few  books,  or  rather  doing 
nothing.  Let  those  who  have 
formed  a  due  estimate  of  the 
power  of  his  faculties,  appreciate 
the  strength  of  mind  required  to 
enable  him  to  bear,  with  equani- 
mity, the  intolerable  burthen  of  a 
life  so  wearisome  and  monoto- 
nous; for,  in  our  presence,  he 
always  exhibited  the  same  sere- 
nity of  countenance  and  equality 
of  temper ;  his  mind  appeared 
equally  unembarrassed;  his  con- 
versation offered  the  same  lively 
turns  of  expression,  and  he  was 
sometimes  even  inclined  to  mirth 
and  humour;  but,  in  the  privacy 
of  intimate  intercourse,  it  was 
easy  to  perceive  that  he  no  longer 
thought  of  the  future,  meditated 
on  the  past,  or  cared  about  the 
present ;  he  merely  yielded  a 
passive  obedience  to  the  physical 

laws 
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laws  of  Nature,  and,  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  life,  he  perhaps 
secretly  sighed  for  the  raoment 
which  was  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

**  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs 
when  I  was  forcihly  removed  from 
Longwood ;  for  that  period  ap- 
proaches —  it  is  not  far  dis- 
tant." 

One  of  the  first  great  events 
recorded  in  the  volumes  dictated 
to  Qourgaud  and  Montholon,  is 
the  Revolution  which  placed  Na- 
poleon at  the  head  of  the  French 
government — the  celebrated  scene 
of  the  18th  and  19th  Bruraaire. 
It.  is  given  in  that  minute  detail 
which  always  imparts  so  much 
light  and  interest  to  the  narrative 
of  a  great  transaction. 

He  was  in  Egypt  when  infor- 
mation of  the  increasing  ineffi- 
ciency and  unpopularity  of  the 
existing  government  reached  him. 
The  men  whom  the  accidents  of 
the  Revolution  bad  called  to  rule 
the  affairs  of  France  were  dis- 
trustful of  each  other,  and  had 
lost  all  public  confidence  and 
respect.  The  French  people  felt 
that  they  were  misgoverned,  and 
were  prepared  by  that  impression, 
and  by  their  recent  familiarity 
with  innovations,  for  any  change 
that  should  promise  a  more  effec- 
tual consolidation  and  manage- 
ment of  the  national  resources. 
Under  these  circumstance  Napo* 
leon,  confiding  in  his  talents  and 
in  the  influence  of  hia.fame^  form- 
ed the  hardy  project  of  crushing 
the  factions  that  agitated  the 
country,  and  of  raising  himself 
upon  their  ruins  to  the  summit 
of  his  ambition.  He  consigned 
the  command  of  the  Egyptian 
expedition  to  Kleber,  and  repair- 
ed to  France.  His  unexpected 
arrival  was  hailed  with  demon* 
strations  of  general  joy.    By  the 


time  he  had  reached  the  capital, 
he  had  seen  enough  to  satisfy  him 
that  what  he  projected  might  be 
achieved. 

'*  The  nature  of  past  events 
had  informed  him  of  the  general 
condition  of  France,  and  the  in- 
telligence that  he  had  procured 
on  the  road  (from  Frc^us  to  Parb) 
had  made  him  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  all  that  he  required 
to  know.  His  resolution  was 
taken.  What  he  had  not  even 
wished  to  attempt  upon  his  return 
from  Italy,  he  was  now  determin- 
ed to  effect.  His  contempt  for 
the  government  of  the  Directory, 
and  for  tlie  political  intriguers  of 
tJie  day,  was  extreme.  Resolved 
to  assume  the  chief  control  in  tbe 
state,  and  to  restore  to  France  her 
days  of  glory,  by  giving  an  ener- 
getic impulse  to  public  measures, 
it  was  for  the  execution  of  this 
project  that  be  had  come  from 
Egypt;  and  all  that  he  had  just 
witnessed  in  the  interior  of  France 
had  only  served  to  confirm  his  de- 
termination.'' 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  bold 
design  he  proceeded  with  caution. 
He  went  rarely  into  public— he 
admitted  the  visits  of  none  but  a 
few  select  friends,  with  whom  he 
conferred  upon  the  relative 
strength  of  the  di£ferent  parties, 
and  the  respective  proposals  that 
were  tendered  to  him  by  each. 
Bernadottc,  Augereau,  and  other 
leaders  of  the  Jacobins,  ofiered, 
on  certain  conditions,  to  place 
him  at  the  head  of  a  military 
dictatorship: — a  more  moderate 
party,  consisting  of  Regnier, 
Boulay,  &c.  were  for  committittg 
to  him  the  direction  of  the  go- 
vernment as  it  then  stood.  The 
Directory  wa^  divided— Si^ycs 
was  for  abolishing  ilie  present 
Constitution  (La  Constitution  de 

1^ 


AND   SELECTIONS. 


[45] 


Yun  III.)  and  substitutikig  one  that 
he  had  framed.  His  views  were 
supported  by  the  Director  Roger* 
Ducos  and  the  majority  of  the 
Council  of  Ancients.  The  re* 
maining  three  Directors,  Barras, 
Moulins,  and  Gohier,  proposed 
that  Bonaparte  should  resume 
the  command  of  the  army  of 
Italy.  The  two  latter  were 
sincere ;  but  Barras,  who  was 
then  intciguing  for  the  restoration 
of  the  Bourbons,  thought  of  no- 
thing but  retaining  his  present 
ascendancy.  After  deliberating 
over  these  several  proposals, 
Napoleon  was  finally  hesitating 
between  those  of  Sieyes  and  Bar* 
rasy  when  the  following  occur- 
rence betrayed  the  duplicity  of 
the  latter : — 

«*  On  the  8th  Brumaire  (Octo- 
ber SOth)  Napoleon  dined  with 
Barras.  The  company  was  small* 
In  the  course  of  conversation  afler 
dinner,  '  The  Republic,'  said  the 
Director,  *  is  going  to  ruin — the 
present  system  will  never  do— 
the  government  is  without  energy 
— we  must  have  a  change,  and 
appoint  Hedouville  President  of 
tlie  Republic.  With  regard  to 
you,  General,  your  intention  is 
to  repair  to  the  army ;  and  as  for 
myself,  sick,  desponding,  and 
exhausted  as  I  am,  I  am  good 
for  nothing  but  to  retire  to  a 
private  station.'  Napoleon  look* 
ed  at  him  intently,  without  utter- 
ing a  word — Barras  sunk  his  eyes 
and  was  confounded  : — the  con- 
versation ended  there.  General 
Hedouville  was  a  man  of  extreme 
mediocrity.  Barras  said  not 
what  he  thought;  his  counte- 
nance betrayed  his  secret. 

*'  This  conversation  was  deci- 
sive. A  few  moments  afterwards 
Napoleon  went  to  Sieyes.  He 
informed  him  that  for  ten  days 


past  the  several  parties  had  been 
addressing  themselves  to  him — 
that  he  had  resolved  to  proceed 
in  concert  with  him  (Sieyes)  and 
the  majority  of  the  Council  of 
Ancients,  and  that  he  now  came 
to  give  him  a  positive  assur- 
ance of  this  intention.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  change  could  be 
effected  between  the  15th  and 
90th  Brumaire." 

The  sequel  is  equally  curious 
and  characteristic  of  tlie  men  and 
the  times : — 

"  When  Napoleon  returned 
home,  Talleyrand,  Fouchc,  Rco- 
derer,  and  Real,  were  there. 
He  told  them  with  entire  sim- 
plicity, and  without  any  move- 
ment of  countenance  that  could 
betray  his  own  opinion,  of  what 
Barras  had  just  been  saying. 
R6al  and  Fouche,  who  were  at- 
tached to  that  director,  felt  at 
once  all  the  impolicy  of  his  dissi- 
mulation, and  repaired  to  his 
house  to  remonstrate  with  him« 
About  eight  o'clock  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  Barras  «ame  to 
Napoleon,  who  had  not  yet  risen. 
He  insisted  upon  seeing  him^ 
entered,  and  said  that  he  feared 
his  meaning  had  been  misunder* 
stood  the  night  before — that  Na- 
poleon alone  could  save  the  Re- 
public— that  he  came  to  place 
himself  at  his  disposal — to  do 
whatever  Napoleon  should  desire, 
and  act  any  part  that  should  be 
assigned  him — and  earnestly  en- 
treated to  have  an  assurance  that 
if  he  had  any  project  in  view,  he 
would  count  upon  Barras.  But 
Napoleon  had  already  taken  his 
part:  he  answered  that  he  desired 
nothing — ^that  he  was  fatigued 
and  indisposed — ^that  after  the 
arid  climate  of  Arabia,  he  found 
his  frame  affected  by  the  moist 
atmosphere  of  Paris,  and  by  simi- 
lar 
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lar  common-places  he  put  an  end 
to  the  interview." 
.  Such  were  some  of  the  petty 
matters  that  preceded  and  acce- 
lerated the  momentous  crisis  that 
was  at  hand.  The  remaining 
particulars  are  given  with  the 
minute  fidelity  of  an  historian 
relating  what  Jie  had  actually 
witnessed.  The  final  result  was, 
that  the  plans  which  Napoleon, 
in  concert  with  Sieyes,  adopted, 
completely  succeeded.  The  Di- 
rectory was  aholished.  Napo- 
leon, Sieyes,  and  Roger-Ducos 
were  named  provisional  Consuls 
until  a  new  Constitution  should 
be  framed.  The  new  Constitu- 
tion, from  which  however  the 
subtleties  contained  in  the  port- 
folio of  Sieyes  were  as  much  as 
possible  excluded,  was  proclaim- 
ed on  the  24th  of  the  following 
December ;  and  Napoleon,  as 
first  Consul  of  the  French  Re- 
public, took  his  place  among  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe. — As  such, 
his  character  and  actions  now 
form  one  of  the  most  interesting 
topics  in  the  range  of  historical 
investigation. 

These  Memoirs,  independently 
of  the  martial  details,  embrace 
the  multiplied  objects  of  his  am- 
bitious policy,  which  may  be  sum- 
marily described  to  have  been, 
to  render  France   the  arbitress, 
and  Paris    the    capital    of  the 
world;  to  consolidate  Italy  into 
a  separate  kingdom  ;  to  transfer 
the  seat  of  the  Papal  power   to 
the    metropolis    of  France;    to 
subjugate  the  several  Continental 
states  into  obedience,  or  terrify 
them  into  an  alliance ;  and,  above 
aU,  to  break  the  naval  and  com- 
mercial, and  thereby  the  political 
influence  of  England  in  the  affairs 
of  Europe.     Upon  the  subject  of 
these  vast   designs,   the  present 


work  supplies  invaluable  materials 
for  the  future  historian  ;  but  their 
very  importance  precludes  our 
entering  upon  them.  Any  one 
of  even  the  subordinate  topics 
connected  with  them  would  more 
than  exhaust  our  limits.  We 
shall,  therefore,  go  on  according 
to  our  original  intention  (and 
without  any  attempt  at  regular 
order)  to  take  up  such  passages 
as  have  interested  us  .by  their  no- 
velty, and  are  capable  of  being 
compressed  into  our  remaining 
space. 

The  following  may  be  adduced 
as   a  characteristic    example  of 
Napoleon's   originality  and  skill 
as  a  political  intriguer.     In  1800 
it  was  the  great  object  of  France 
to  detach  the  Emperor  Paul  from 
the    alliance    of   England    and 
Austria.      He  was  at  that  time 
known    to   be  deeply  chagrined 
by  the  losses  his  army  had  sus- 
tained in  Switzerland,  and  to  be 
greatly  dissatisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of   his    allies.      Napoleon 
seized   the   occasion   of  turning 
those  feelings  to   account,  and, 
knowing  his  vulnerable  point  to 
be  on  the  side  of  his  heroical 
pretensions,  he  directed  his  ope- 
rations against  that  quarter.    A 
little  after  the  battle  of  Marengo 
he  had  flattered   the  vanity  of 
Paul  by  sending  him  the  sword 
which  Leo  the   Tenth  had  pre- 
sented to  Ile-Adam,  as  the  reward 
of   his     bravery    in     defending 
Rhodes  against  the  Infidels ;  but 
an   opportunity   now  offered  of 
making  a  more  brilliant  and  sub- 
stantial present.     Ten  thousand 
Russian   soldiers  were  prisoners 
of  France.     Napoleon  proposed 
to   England  and  Austria  to  ex- 
change them  for  an  equal  number 
of  Frenchmen.     The  offer,  as  no 
doubt    expected,    was    refused. 
Napoleon 
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Napoleon  exclaimed  against  the 
refusal  as  an  act  of  narrow-mind- 
ed injustice,  and  declared  that, 
as  a  proof  of  the  high  estima* 
tion  in  which  he  held  such  brave 
soldiers,  he  would  restore  them 
without  ransom  to  the  Czar. 
The  Russian  officers  accordingly 
received  their  swords,  and  all  the 
prisoners  were  collected  at  Aix- 
la-Chapello,  where  they  were 
newly  clothed  and  equipped  in 
the  most  splendid  style  that  the 
manufactures  of  France  could 
effect.  A  Russian  general  was 
appointed  to  organize  them  into 
battalions  and  regiments.  The 
ardent  and  impetuous  Paul^  could 
not  hold  out  against  this.  He 
forthwith  despatched  a  courier  to 
Napoleon  with  the  following  sin- 
gular letter : — 

"  Citizen  First  Consul, — I  do 
not  write  to  you  in  order  to  enter 
into  discussions  upon  the  rights  of 
men  or  of  citizens.  Every  coun- 
try governs  itself  according  to  its 
own  discretion.  Wherever  I  see 
at  the  head  of  a  country  a  man 
who  knows  how  to  govern  and 
fight,  my  heart  yearns  towards 
him.  I  write  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  my  dissatisfaction 
towards  England,  who  violates 
every  right  of  nations,  and  is 
never  guided  but  by  her  selfisli- 
ness  and  interest.  I  wish  to  unite 
with  you  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  injustice  of  that 
government." 

Shortly  afler  the  proposed 
treaty  of  alliance  was  formally 
executed. 

In  the  account  of  Egypt,  we 
have  a  short  digression  upon  poly- 
gamy, and  a  proposed  explana- 
tion of  that  institution  different 
from  those  of  preceding  specula- 
tors. 


''  These  countries  (Africa  and 
Asia)  being  inhabited  by  men  of 
various  colours,  polygamy  is  the 
sole  means  of  preventing  mutual 
persecution*  In  order  that  the 
blacks  should  not  be  at  war  with 
the  whites,  and  the  whites  with 
the  blacks,  and  the  copper- colour- 
ed with  both,  their  legislators 
have  judged  it  expedient  to  make 
them  all  members  of  one  family, 
and  thus  to  counteract  that  ten- 
dency in  man  to  hate  whatever  is 
not  himself.  Mahomet  consider- 
ed that  four  wives  were  sufficient 
to  attain  this  object,  inasmuch  as 
each  man  could  have  one  white, 
one  black,  one  copper-coloured, 
and  one  of  some  other  colour* 
Doubtless  it  was  also  in  the 
spirit  of  a  sensual  creed  to  favour 
the  passions  of  its  votaries  ;  and 
in  this  respect  policy  and  the  Pro- 
phet have  been  able  to  act  in  con- 
cord." 

But  although  we  take  Napo- 
leon's conjectures  on  this  subject 
to  be  incorrect,  there  is  no  want 
of'  his  accustomed  sagacity  and 
boldness  in  the  application  that 
he  would  make  of  his  doctrine. 
Speaking  in  another  place  of 
the  condition  of  St.  Domingo, 
he  says, 

"  The  question  of  the  liberty  of 
the  Blacks  is  one  full  of  compli- 
cation and  difficulty.  In  Africa 
and  Asia  it  has  been  resolved, 
but  by  the  means  of  polygamy. 
There  the  blacks  and  whites  form 
part  of  the  same  family — the 
head  of  the  family  having  wives 
of  various  colours,  all  the  chil- 
drenare  brothers,  are  reared  in  the 
same  cradle,  bear  the  same  name, 
and  sit  at  the  same  table.  Would  it 
then  be  impossible  to  authorize 
polygamy  in  our  islands,  restrict- 
ing the  number  of  wives  to  two, 
a  wbfte 
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a  white  and  a  blade  ?  The  First 
Consul  had  some  conferences  with 
theologians,  in  order  to  prepare 
the  way  for  this  important  mea* 
sure.  Polygamy  prevailed  among 


graae,  and  in  an  enchanting  tone 
of  voice,  and  displayed  all  the 
talent  and  the  softness  of  the 
most  accomplished  Europeans. 
The  propriety  of  their  demeanour 


the  patriarchs  in  the  first  ages  of   and  the  modesty  of  their  attire 


Christianity — the  Church  tolera- 
ted a  species  of  concubinage,  of 
which  the  effect  was  the  same. 
The  Pope,  the  Council  havie  the 
means  of  authorising  a  similar 
institution,  since  its  object  would 
be  to  conciliate  and  produce 
social  harmony,  and  not  to  extend 
the  indulgence  of  the  senses.  The 
effects  of  these  marriages  would 
have  been  limited  to  the  colonies, 
and  suitable  measures  would  have 
been  taken  to  prevent  their  pro- 
ducing any  disorder  in  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  our  society." 

We  select  a  passage,  in  which 
he  recalls,  after  a  lapse  of  many 
years,  the  impressions  made  upon 
him  by  the  ladies  of  Egypt. 

"  The  General-in-chief  had  nu- 
merous occasions  of  observing 
some  of  the  most  distinguished 
women  of  the  country  to  whom 
he  granted  audiences.  They 
were  either  the  widows  of  Beys 
or  Katchefs,  or  their  wives  who 
came  during  their  absence  to  im- 
plore his  protection.  The  rich- 
ness of  their  dress,  their  elevated 
deportment,  their  little  soft  hands, 
their  fine  eyes,  their  noble  and 
graceful  carriage,  and  their  ex- 
tremely elegant  manners,  denoted 
that  they  were  of  a  class  and  an 
education  above  the  vulgar.  They 
always  commenced  by  kissing  the 
hand  of  the  Sultan  Kebir*,  which 
they  afterwards  raised  to  their 
forehead,  and  then  to  their  breast ; 
many  of  them  expressed  their 
wishes   with    the    most   perfect 


added  to  their  attractions,  and 
the  imagination  took  pleasure  in 
forming  conjectures  respecting 
the  charms  of  which  they  would 
not  allow  so  much  as  a  glimpse." 

A  little  farther  on  he  gives  an 
instance  of  their  propensity  to 
assert  the  rights  of  women,  even 
to  petitioning  himself  for  a  r^ 
dress  of  connubial  grievances. 

"  The  women  have  their  privi- 
leges : — there    are   some   things 
which  their  husbands  cannot  re- 
fuse them  without  being  consider- 
ed barbarians,  monsters,  without 
causing  a  general  outcry  against 
them;  such,  for  example,  is  the 
right  of  gomg  to  the  bath.    It  is 
at    the    vapour-baths     that    the 
women  assemble;    it  is  there  that 
all    sorts    of   intrigues,  political 
and  other,  are  planned ;  it  is  there 
that  marriages  are  settled.    Ge- 
neral Menou,  who  had  married  a 
female  of  Rosetta,  treated   her 
after  the  French  manner  :  he  led 
her  by  the  hand  into  the  dinner^ 
room—the  best  place  at  table— 
the  most  delicate   morsels  were 
for   her;     if    her    handkerchief 
chanced  to  drop,  he  was  on  the 
alert  to  pick  it  up.     As  soon  as 
she    related  these  particalars  in 
the  bath  of  Rosetta,  all  the  others 
began    to    entertain  hopes    of  a 
general  change  of  mannov,  and 
signed  a  petition  to    the  Sultan 
Kebir,  that  their  husbands  should 
be  made  to  treat  them  in  the  same, 
way.t" 

While  we  are  upon  the  subject 


*  The  Great  Sultan— <he  tide  by  which  Napoleon  was  designated  by  the  Arabs, 
t  We  throw  to|;ether  two  or  three  shorter  anecdotes  that  occur  in  this  portioa  of 
the  work.  Napoleon 
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of  Napoleon'a  demeanour  to  wo- 
men, we  cannot  refrain  from  in- 
serting an  example  that  we  have 
met  for  the  first  time  in  these 
volumes,  and  which,  upon  higher 
grounds  than  those  of  courtesy, 
must  be  considered  as  most  credi- 
table to  his  memory.  His  public 
despatch  from  Cairo,  (August  19, 
1798,)  announces  to  the  Execu- 
tive Directory  the  defeat  of  the 
French  fleet  at  Aboukir — a  dis- 
aster which  he  attributes  to  Ad- 
miral Brueys,  who,  in  violation  of 
repeated  orders,  neglected  to  re- 
move his  squadron  from  that  ex- 
posed situation.  On  the  same 
day  he  writes  as  follows  to  the 
widow  of  Brueys. 

"  Cairo,  8d  FrvcHdor,  year  VL 
(19  Aug.  1798.)— Your  husband 
has  been  killed  by  a  cannon-ball 
while  he  was  fighting  on  board 
his  vessel.  He  died  without  suf- 
fering, and  a  death  the  mildest 
and  the  most  desired  by  military 
men. 

'*  I  deeply  sympathise  with  your 
sorrow.  The  moment  that  sepa- 
rates  us  from  the  object  we  love 
is  terrible;  it  severs  us  from  the 


world— it  affects  the  fVame  with 
convulsions  of  agony.  The  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  are  annihilated 
— it  retains  no  relations  with  the 
world, except  through  the  medium 
of  an  incubus  which  alters  every 
thing.  Mankind  appear  more 
cold  and  selfish  than  they  really 
are.  In  such  a  situation  we  feel, 
that  if  nothing  obliged  us  to  live, 
it  would  be  far  better  to  die ;  but 
when,  afler  that  first  impression, 
we  press  our  children  to  our 
heart,  tears  and  sentiments  of  ten- 
derness reanimate  nature,  and  we 
live  for  our  children.  Yes,  Ma- 
dame, let  yours  from  that  first 
moment  open  your  heart  to  me- 
lancholy. You  will  weep  with 
them,  you  will  watch  over  their 
infancy,  you  will  instruct  them  in 
their  youth — ^you  will  talk  to 
them  of  their  father,  of  your 
grief,  of  the  loss  which  they  and 
the  Republic  have  suffered.  After 
having  re-attached  yourself  to  the 
world  through  the  influence  of 
filial  and  maternal  lore,  appre- 
ciate for  something  the  firiendshap 
and  the  lively  interest  that  I  shall 
ever  entertain  for  the  widow  of 


Napoleon  gave  frequent  dinners  to  the  Sheiks.  Although  oar  customs  were  so 
different  from  theirs,  they  found  chairs,  and  knives  and  forlu  extremely  convenient. 
At  the  conclusion  of  one  of  these  dinners,  he  one  day  asked  the  Sheik  El-Modi, 
«  For  the  six  months  that  1  have  been  among  you,  what  is  the  most  useful  thing  1 
have  taught  you  V  **  The  most  useful  thing  you  have  taught  me,"  replied  the  Sheik, 
half-serious,  half*langhing,  *'  is  to  drink  at  dinner."— ^The  custom  of  the  Arabs  is  not 
to  drink  until  the  repast  is  over. 

At  a  dinner  given  to  the  General-in-chief  by  the  Sheik  El-Fayoum,  the  subject  of 
conversation  was  the  Koran.  "  It  comprises  all  human  knowledge,"  said  the 
Sheiks. — ^Napoleon  asked,  **  Does  it  contain  the  art  of  casting  cannons,  and  making 
gnnpowder  ?"  **  Yes,"  they  replied,  **  but  you  must  know  how  to  read  it ;"  a 
scholastic  distinction  that  has  been  more  or  less  employed  by  every  religion. 

One  day  that  Napoleon  was  surrounded  by  the  Divan  of  the  great  Sheiks,  informa- 
tion was  brought  that  the  Arabs  of  the  tribe  of  the  Osnadis  had  killed  a  Fellah  and 
carried  off  the  cattle.  He  manifested  his  indignation,  and  in  an  animated  tone  order- 
ed a  staff-oiAcer  to  repair  forthwith  to  Baireh  with  200  dromedaries  and  300  horsemen 
to  obtain  restitution  and  punish  the  offenders.  The  Sheik  El-Modi,  who  was  pi«» 
sent  at  this  order,  and  observed  the  emotion  of  the  General-in-chief,  said  to  him 
with  a  smile,  "  Is  that  Fellah  your  cousin,  that  his  death  should  pat  you  in  such 
a  passion  ?**  *•  Yes,"  replied  Napoleon,  **  all  that  I  command  are  my  children." 
«  TaibV'  »M  the  Sheik,  **  you  speak  there  like  the  Prophet." 

*  An  Arab  word  expressing  great  satisfaction. 

my 
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my  friend.  Be  persuaded  that 
there  are  some  men,  though  small 
in  number,  who  deserve  to  be  the 
hope  of  the  afflicted,  because  they 
feel  acutely  for  mental  suffering. 
(Signed)       "  Bonaparte." 

There  are  fewer  syAaptoms  in 
til  is  publication  of  Napoleon's 
tendency  to  a  belief  in  predesti- 
nation than  we  expected  to  have 
found.  The  feeling,  however, 
now  and  then  breaks  out — pretty 
strongly  in  his  despatch  from 
Egypt  announcing  the  naval  de- 
feat at  Aboukir  ;  and  also  in  the 
account  of  his  marriage  with 
Maria-Louisa.  Upon  that  occa- 
sion Prince  Schwartjsenberg,  the 
Austrian  ambassador  at  Paris, 
gave  a  splendid  fi^te  at  Paris,  to 
which  Napoleon  and  the  new  Em- 
press were  invited.  In  the  midst 
of  the  festivities,  a  temporary 
ball-room,  which  had  been  con- 
structed in  the  garden  of  the  Am- 
bassador's hotel,  took  fire.  Many 
persons  perished.  Among  them 
the  Ambassadors  sister-in-law, 
who  was  suffocated  in  the  attempt 
to  rescue  one  of  her  children. 
The  writer  proceeds — 

"  In  1770,  during  the  f^te  given 
by  the  city  of  Paris  to  celebrate 
the  marriage  of  Louis  the  Six- 
teenth with  Marie-Antoinette,  two 
thousand  persons  were  overturned 
in  the  fosses  of  the  Champs-Ely- 
sees,  and  perished.  Afterwards, 
when  Louis  and  Marie- Antoinette 
met  their  death  upon  the  scaffold, 
this  terrible  accident  was  recol- 
lected and  converted  into  a  pre- 
sage of  what  followed — for  it  is 
to  the  insurrection  of  that  great 
metropolis  that  the  Revolution 
must  be  immediately  attributed. 
The  unfortunate  issue  of  a  f^te 
given  by  an  Austrian  ambassador, 
under  similar  circumstances,    to 


celebrate  the  alliance  of  two 
houses  in  the  persons  of  Napoleon 
and  Maria-Louisa,  appeared  an 
inauspicious  omen.  The  misfor- 
tunes of  France  have  been  solely 
caused  by  the  change  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  Austria.  Napo- 
leon was  not  superstitious,  yet 
upon  that  occasion  he  had  a  pain- 
ful presentiment.  The  day  after 
the  battle  of  Dresden,  when, 
during  the  pursuit  of  the  Austrian 
army,  he  learned  from  a  prisoner 
that  Prince  Schwartzenberg  was 
rumoured  to  have  been  killed, 
he  observed — *  He  was  a  brave 
man  :  but  his  death  is  so  far  con- 
soling, that  it  was  evidently  he 
who  was  threatened  by  the  un- 
happy omen  at  his  ball.'  Two 
hours  after  it  was  ascertuned  at 
head-quarters  that  it  was  Moreau, 
and  not  Prince  Schwartzenberg, 
that  had  been  killed  the  day 
before." 

His  ambition,  culpable  and  des- 
tructive as  it  was,  was  not  untinged 
by  magnanimity.  His  abdication 
at  Fontainbleau,  the  severest  trial 
of  human  pride,  was  not  so  in- 
voluntary and  sudden  as  was  at 
the  time  supposed.  In  a  despatch 
to  Caulaincourt  (4th  Jan.  1814} 
appended  to  this  publication,  be 
announces  his  intention,  if  called 
upon,  to  make  that  sacrifice. 

"  Would  they  (the  Allies)  reduce 
France  to  her  ancient  limits  ?  It 
would  be  to  degrade  her.  They 
deceive  themselves  if  they  imagine 
that  the  reverses  of  war  can  make 
the  nation  desire  peace  upon  such 
terms.  There  is  not  a  French 
heart  that  would  not  in  six 
months'  time  feel  the  scandal  of 
such  a  peace,  and  that  would  not 
reproach  the  government  that 
could  be  base  enough  to  sign  it* 
If  the  nation  seconds  me,  the 
enemy 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[49] 


enemy  inarches  to  his  destntction. 
If  fortune  betrays  me,  my  resolu- 
tion is  taken — I  do  not  cling  to 
the  throne — I  shall  never  disgrace 
the  nation,  or  myself,  by  sab- 
scribing  such  shameful  condi- 
tions." 

He  takes  the  following  notice 
of  the  favourite  generab  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Essling : 

*'  On  this  day  perished  two  ge- 
nerals, the  Duke  of  Montebello 
and  St  Hilaire — both  of  them 
heroes,  and  the  best  of  Napoleon's 
friends.  He  wept  for  their  loss. 
They  would  never  have  deserted 
him  in  his  adversity  ;  they  would 
never  have  been  faithless  to  the 
glory  of  the  French  people.  The 
Duke  of  Montebello  was  a  native 
of  Lectoure.  When  a  thtf  de 
ifotaillon  he  distinguished  himself 
during  the  campaigns  of  1796  in 
Italy.  As  a  general  he  covered 
himself  with  glory  in  Egypt,  at 
Montebello,  at  Marengo,  at  Aus- 
terlitz,  at  J^na,  at  Pultusk,  at 
Friedland,  at  Tudela,  at  Sara- 
gossa,  at  Eckmiil  and  at  Essling, 
where  he  found  a  glorious  death. 
He  was  cautious,  sagacious,  and 
daring ;  before  an  enemy  his  pre- 
sence of  mind  was  not  to  be 
shaken.  He  owed  little  to  edu- 
cation— Nature  had  done  every 
thing  for  him.  Napoleon,  who 
had  witnessed  the  progress  of  his 
mind,  of^en  remarked  it  with 
astonishment.  For  manosuvring 
five-and-twenty  thousand  infantry 
on  the  field  of  battle,  he  was 
superior  to  all  the  generals  of  the 
French  army.  He  was  still  young, 
and  would  have  become  more 
perfect;  perhaps  he  might  even 
have  reached  to  a  proficiency  in 
the  highest  branch  of  tactics  (U 
graruU:  tactiqve\  which  as  yet  he 
had  not  understood. — St.  Hilaire 


was  a  general  at  Cattiglione  in 
1796.  He  was  remarkable  fbr 
the  chivalry  of  his  character.  He 
had  excellent  dispositions,  was  a 
kind  companion,  a  kind  brother, 
a  kind  relative.  He  was  covered 
with  wounds.  His  attachment  to 
Napoleon  commenced  at  the  siege 
of  Toulon.  They  called  him, 
alluding  to  Bayard,  *  Ic  Chevalier 
sang  peur,  et  sans  reprocke.* " 

During  the  last  month  of  Las 
Cases'  intercourse  with  him,  Na» 
poleon*8  health  continued  to  de- 
cline. Las  Cases  being  sent  fbr 
one  day,  found  him  in  his  cham- 
ber with  a  handkerchief  rolled 
round  his  head.  He  was  seated 
in  an  arm-chair,  beside  a  great 
fire,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 
kindled. 

*'  What,"  said  he,  "  is  the  se- 
verest disorder,  the  most  acute 
pain  to  which  human  nature  is 
subject  V  I  replied  that  the  pain 
of  the  present  moment  always 
appeared  to  be  the  most  severe. 
**  Then  it  is  the  tooth-ache,"  said 
he.  He  had  a  violent  secretion 
of  saliva,  and  his  right  cheek  was 
much  swelled  and  inflamed.  He 
was  also  affected  by  a  severe 
nervous  cough,  and  occasional 
yawning  and  shivering,  which  * 
denoted  approaching  fever.  — 
'*  What  a  miserable  thing  is 
man  !"  said  he  ;  '*  the  smallest 
fibre  of  his  body  assailed  by  dis- 
ease is  sufficient  to  derange  his 
whole  system.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  spite  of  all  the  maladies  to 
which  he  is  subject,  it  is  some- 
times necessary  to  employ  the 
executioner,  to  put  an  end  to  him. 
What  a  curious  machine  is  this 
earthly  clothing !  and  perhaps  I  - 
may  be  confined  in  it  for  thirty 
years  longer !" 

A  day  or  two  after,  the  signs 
D  of 
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of  a  Mnking  spirit  broke  out  in  A 
Bimpler  ai^  more  affectiDg  nan- 
ner. 

'*  The  Emperor  observing  on  hie 
drawers  some  confectionary  or 
sweetmeats  which  had  been  acci- 
dentally left  there,  he  desired  me 
to  bring  tbero  to  him  ;  and  seeing 
that  I  hesitated  and  felt  embar- 
rassed, as  to  how  I  should  present 
them,  he  said,  *  Take  them  in 
your  hand ;  there  is  no  need  of 
ceremony  or  form  between  us 
now.  We  must  henceforth  be 
messmates.' " 

In  one  of  their  conversations. 
Napoleon,  adverting  to  his  return 
from  Elba  and  his  second  fall  at 
Waterloo,  confessed  to  Las  Cases, 
that  in  that  final  struggle  he  was 
no  longer  sustained  by  his  former 
confidence  in  his  fortune.  He 
mentioned  as  a  renmrkable  cir- 
cumstance, that  every  advantage 
he  obtained  at  this  period,  was 
immediately  followed  by  some 
reverse.  He  had  marched  through 
France,  and  arrived  in  the  capital 
amidst  the  universal  enthusiasm 
and  acclamations  of  the  people  ; 
but  no  sooner  bad  he  reached 
Paris,  than  by  a  sort  of  magic, 
and  wiUiout  any  adequate  motive, 
all  around  retracted  and  grew- 
cold.  He  despatched  agents  to 
Austria,  and  had  every  hope  of 
effecting  a  reconciliation  with  that 
power ;  but  Murat  with  his  fatal 
enterprise,  of  which  Napoleon  was 
suspected  to  have  been  the  mover, 
•tarted  up  and  baffled  all  his  at- 
tempts at  negotiation.  Then 
'Came  the  first  successes  of  the 
campaign  of  1815,  so  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  his  final  overthrow  at 
Waterloo. 

«*  Yet,"  he  continued,  "  I  muat 
confess  that  all  these  strokes  of 


iate  distiesaed  me  mere  than  thqr 
aurprised  me.  I  felt  the  senti- 
ment of  an  unfortunate  residt— 
not  that  this  in  any  way  inflato- 
oed  my  determinatioD  and  mcS" 
•ures,  bat  the  foreboding  oertaiB* 
ty  haunted  my  mind.** 

As  a  proof  that  such  was  Napo< 
Icon's  state  of  feeling  at  this  pe* 
riod.  Las  Cases  has  inserted  the 
following  anecdote:*-^ 

*'  When  on  the  baidcs  of  the 
Sambre,  the  Emperor  early  one 
morning  approached  a  bivouac 
fire,  accompanied  only  by  hi> 
aide-de-camp  on  duty  (Geoeni 

C ).    Some  potatoes  #«re 

boiling  on  the  fire,  and  the  Em- 
peror asked  for  one,  and  be|^ 
to  eat  it  Then,  with  a  medita- 
tive and  somewhat  melancboly 
expression,  he  uttered  the  follow* 
ing  broken  sentences:  *  After 
all,  it  is  endurable*  Man  may 
live  in  any  place  and  in  any  way... 
The  moment,  perhaps,  is  not  &r 
remote«,Themistoete8 1' " 

In  the  preceding  year  (1814) 
when  he  was  quitting  the  Tuileriei 
to  enter  upon  the  short  and  ui^or- 
tunate,  but  brilliant  campaign 
that  followed,  his  mind  wasvisited 
by  forebodings,  in  which  none 
eround  him  shared,  that  if  he  fell, 
it  would  be  by  the  Bourboai. 
The  few  of  his  particular  fiiendt 
to  whom  he  communicated  hii 
a^rehensioni»  vainly  endeavonred 
to  remove  them  by  representing, 
''  that  the  Bourbons  were  forgot- 
ten—that  they  were  wh^  un- 
known to  the  present  generatioD-" 
''Tksre  is  the  real  danger,"  ww 
his  invariable  reply — an  espres' 
sicm  full  of  meaning,  and  (tf  whick 
the  French  can  by  this  time  eon- 
prehend  the  entire  import.  TUm 
presentiment  explains  a  remark- 

sUe 
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^ble  puMgvmlwpBhnigaddrete 
10  the  officers  of  the  National 
Giiard^'^  You  elected  me — ^I  aihi 
your  work,  and  it  is  for  you  t6 
de&nd  me.'*  After  which,  pre- 
senting to  them  the  Empress  and 
the  King  of  Rome,  he  added,  ''  I 
go  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and  I 
consign  to  your  care  all  that  I 
hold  most  dear.''  We  are  in- 
formed by  Las  Cases,  that  at  this 
decisive  moment,  Napoleon  fore* 
saw  that  he  should  be  betrayed^ 
and  had  resolved,  before  quitting 
Pari%  to  secure  the  person  of  him 
(Talleyrand,  we  presume)  who 
proved  to  be  the  main-spring  of 
the  plot  by  which  his  overthrow 
was  effected.  He  was  prevented 
from  executing  his  intention  only 
by  representations,  and  it  itiay 
even  be  said  ofifers  of  personal 
responsibility,  on  the  part  of  some 
of  his  ministers,  who  assured  him, 
that  the  individual  suspected  had 
more  reason  than  any  one  else  to 
dread  the  return  of  the  Bourbons. 
Napoleon  yielded;  at  the  same 
time  emphatically  expressing  fears 
that  he  might  have  cause  to  regret 
his  forbearance. 

A  little  farther  on  we  have, 
tt|Nin  the  same  subject,  a  still 
more  striking  and  characteristic 
passage.  After  the  check  sua* 
lalned  at  Brienne,  the  evacuation 
of  Troyesi  the  forced  retreat  on 
ihe  Seine,  and  the  degrading 
conditions  which  were  transmitted 
from  Chatillon,  but  which  were 
so  generously  rgected,  the  Em- 
peror, who  was  closeted  with  on^ 
of  his  friends,  overpowered  at  the 
sight  of  the  miseries  that  were 
impending  on  France,  suddenly 
rose  from  his  chair,  exclaiming 
with  warmth — 

"  <  Perhaps  I  still  possess  the 
means  of  saving  France. ..What 


if  I  wer^  myself  to  reedl  the 
Bourbons!  The  Allies  would 
then  be  compelled  to  arrest  their 
coarse,  under  pain  of  being  over- 
itrbelmed  with  disgraee,  and  de* 
tected  in  their  dufdicity-^nder 

E*n  of  being  forced  to  aeknow* 
ge  that  their  designs  wisre  di« 
rected  against  our  territorv  rather 
than  against  my  person,  f  should 
sacrifice  all  to  the  Country.  I 
should  beconie  the  mediator  be* 
tween  the  Frendi  people  and  the 
Bourbons.  I  should  oblige  the 
latter  to  accede  to  the  natiomd 
laws,  and  to  swear  fidelity  to  the 
existing  compact.  My  glory  and 
name  would  be  a  guarantee  to  the 
Fteneh  people.  As  to  me,  I  have 
reigned  long  enough ;  my  career 
is  filled  with  acts  of  glory,  aiid 
this  last  will  not  be  esteemed  the 
least ;  I  shall  rise  the  higher  by 
descending  thus  far...'  Theua 
after  a  pause  of  some  moments 
he  added,  '  But  can  a  repulsed 
dynast^  ever  forgive?  Can  it 
ever  forget  ?  Can  the  Bourbons 
be  trusted?  May  not  Fox  be 
right  in  his  famous  maxim  re* 
specting  restorations  V  Over- 
come by  grief  and  ansdety,  be 
threw  himsrif  on  his  cobch,  and 
was  shortly  after  roused  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  mardi 
of  the  flank  of  Blueher* s  corps* 
on  which  he  had  for  some  time 
been  secretly  keeping  watch.  He 
rose  to  put  into  action  that  new 
i^ng  of  resources,  energy,  and 
glory,  which  will  for  ever  conse- 
crate the  names  of  ChamfnAu* 
bert,Montmirail,Ch&teau-Thierry, 
Vauchamps,  &c.  &c.'' 

Several  of  Napoleon's  conver- 
sations turn  upon  his  various 
plans  for  the  aggrrandisement  of 
France,  and  the  stability  of  the  j 
new  institutions  upon  which  his 
D  2  government 
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goreroment  was  founded.  We 
have  observed  upon  his  ineffectual 
efforts  to  create  a  naval  power 
capable  of  contesting  the  domi* 
nion  of  the  seas  with  England, 
We  find  him  returning  to  the 
same  subject,  and  explaining  the 
difficulties  he  encountered.  The 
name  of  Suffren,  who  died  in 
1789,  being  casually  mentioned, 
Napoleon  made  enquiries  respect- 
ing him,  saying,  '*  that  although, 
upon  the  report  of  his  having 
rendered  important  services  to 
France,  he  had  been  very  liberal 
to  his  family,  he  had  never  had 
an  opportunity  of  forming  a  cor- 
rect opinion  of  his  character.'' 
Las  Cases  proceeded  to  describe 
him,  and  it  is  a  little  curious  to 
observe  the  class  of  qualities  that 
would,  it  appears,  have  recom- 
mended the  possessor  to  the  high- 
est fhvour  of  Napoleon  : — 

*'  Suffren    possessed    genius, 

'  invention,  ardour,  ambition,  and 
inflexible  steadiness.  He  was 
harsh,  capricious,  egotistical,  a 
most  unpleasant  messmate,  was 
loved  by  no  one,  though  valued 
and  admired  by  all.  He  was  a 
man  with  whom  no  one  could  live 
on  good  terms.  He  was  impa- 
tient of  control,  fond  of  condemn- 
ing every  thing,  and,  while  he  in- 
cessantly declaimed  against  the 
utility  of  tactics,  he  proved  him- 
self to  be  a  perfect  tactician.  In 
short,  he  evinced  all  the  irritabili- 
ty and  restlessness  of  genius  and 
ambition  deprived  of  elbow-room. 
On  obtaining  the  command  of  the 
Indian  squadron,  he  went  to  take 
leave  of  the  King,  and  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  palace  could  with 
difficulty  open  a  passage  for  him 
through  the  crowd.  '  I  thank 
you,'  said  he  to  the  usher,  grunt- 
ing and  snorting  in  his  usual  way, 


*  but  when  I  come  out,  Sir,  yoa 
shall  see  that  I  know  how  to  clear 
the  way  for  myself;'  and  he  kept 
his  word." 

Las  Cases  continuing  to  men* 
tion  his  successes  in  India,  which 
were  mainly  attributable  to  his 
contempt  for  the  established  rou- 
tine of  naval  technicalities : — 

"  Oh,"  exclaimed  the  Emperor, 
''  why  did  not  Suffren  live  till 
my  time?  or  why  did  I  not  light 
upon  a  man  of  this  stamp?  1 
would  have  made  him  our  Nelson. 
I  was  constantly  seeking  for  a  man 
qualified  to  raise  the  character  of 
the  French  navy,  but  I  could  ne- 
ver find  one.  I'here  is,  in  the 
navy,  a  peculiarity,  a  technicality 
that  impeded  all  my  conceptions. 
If  I  proposed  a  new  idea,  imme- 
diately Ganthaume  and  the  whole 
marine  department  were  up  against 
me.  'Sire,  that  cannot  be'  Why 
not?  '  Sire,  the  winds  do  not 
admit  of  it.'  Then  objections 
were  started  respecting  calms 
and  currents,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  stop  short.  How  is  it  possible 
to  maintain  a  discussion  with  those 
whose  language  we  do  not  com- 
prehend? How  often  in  the 
Council  of  State  have  I  reproach* 
ed  naval  officers  with  taking  an 
undue  advantage  of  this  circom- 
stance  ?  To  hear  them  talk,  one 
might  have  been  led  to  suppose 
that  it  was  necessary  to  be  born 
in  the  navy  to  know  any  thing 
about  it.  Yet  I  often  told  them, 
that  had  it  been  in  my  power  to 
have  performed.a  voyage  to  India 
with  them,  I  should,  on  my  re- 
turn, have  been  as  familiar  with 
their  profession  as  with  the  fidd 
of  battle.  But  they  could  not 
credit  this."  Napoleon  went  on 
to  observe  upon  a  plan,  which, 
after  long  hesitation,  he  had  been 
prevail 
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prevailed  on  to  adopt,  the  enrol- 
ment of  several  thousands  of 
children  from  six  to  eight  years 
of  age.  The  result  was  clamour 
and  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  who  turned  the  whole  af- 
fair into  ridicule,  styling  it  *  the 
massacre  of  the  innocents.'  Sub- 
sequently he  had  been  assured, 
he  said,  by  De  Winter,  Verhuel, 
all  the  great  naval  commanders 
of  the  North  and  others,  that 
from  18  to  20  (the  age  for  the 
Conscription)  was  early  enough 
to  begin  to  learn  the  duties  of  a 
sailor.  Alluding  to  the  Swedes 
and  Danes,  who  employ  their 
soldiers  in  the  navy,  and  to  the 
Russians,  with  whom  the  fleet  is 
but  a  portion  of  the  army,  he  add- 
ed that  in  creating  crews  for  his 
men-of-war  he  had  planned  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind,  but  that 
at  every  step  he  had  been  en- 
countered by  obstacles  and  pre- 
judices. It  required  all  his  per- 
severance to  succeed  in  clothing 
the  sailors  in  uniform,  forming 
them  into  regiments,  and  drilling 
them  by  military  exercise.  Yet 
the  men  thus  disciplined  were  not 
worse  sailors  than  the  rest,  and 
made  the  very  best  soldiers. 
"  If,"  he  repeated,  **  instead  of 
being  thus  opposed  by  obstacles, 
I  had  found  in  the  navy  a  man 
capable  of  entering  into  my  views 
and  promoting  my  ideas,  what 
importance  might  we  not  have 
obtained  !  But  during  my  reign, 
I  never  found  a  naval  officer  who 
could  depart  from  the  old  routine, 
and  strike  out  a  new  course." 

In  another  conversation  he  went 
over  his  system  of  interior  policy, 
the  necessity  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  and  the  gradual  improve- 
ments he  had  projected.  Among 
these,  the  abolition  of  lucrative 


offices  was  one  of  the  changes  that 
be  most  anxiously  contemplated. 
The  necessity  of  conciliatiug  indi- 
viduals had  compelled  him  to 
annex  liberal  salaries,  absoljiite 
fortunes,  to  offices  of  trust ;  but 
he  had  hoped  in  process  of  time 
to  render  the  performance  of  all 
high  public  duties  gratuitous. 

**  I  would  have  discarded  those 
needy  individuals,  who  cannot  be 
their  own  masters,  and  whose  ur- 
gent wants  engender  political  im- 
morality. I  would  have  wrought 
such  a  change  in  opinion,  that 
public  posts  should  have  been 
sought  after  for  the  mere  honour 
of  filling  them...  The  love  of  place 
is  the  greatest  check  to  publie 
morals.  A  man  who  solicits  a 
public  post,  feels  his  independ- 
ence sold  beforehand.  In  Eng- 
land the  greatest  families,  the 
whole  peerage,  disdain  not  to  hunt 
af\er  places.  Their  excuse  is, 
that  the  enormous  burdens  of 
taxation  deprive  them  of  the 
means  of  living  without  additions 
to  their  income.  Pitiful  pre- 
tence !  It  is  because  their  prin- 
ciples are  more  decayed  than  their 
fortunes.  When  people  of  a  cer- 
tain rank  stoop  to  solicit  public 
posts  for  the  sake  of  emolument, 
there  is  an  end  to  all  independence 
and  dignity  o£  national  character. 
In  France  the  shooks  and  com- 
motions of  our  Revolution  might 
have  afforded  an  apology  for  such 
conduct.  All  had  been  unsettled, 
and  all  felt  the  necessity  of  re« 
establishing  themselves.  To  pro- 
mote this  object  with  the  least 
possible  offence  to  delicacy  of 
feeling,  I  was  induced  to  attach 
considerable  emolument  and  high 
honour  to  all  public  posts.  But 
in  course  of  time,  1  intended  to 
work  a  change  by  the  mere  force 
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of  c^mioa.  And  thin  was  by  no 
meanB  impossible.  Every  thing 
must  yield  to  the  influence  of 
power,  when  it  is  directed  to  ob- 
jects truly  just,  honourable,  and 
great." 

These  were,  ne  fear,  chimeras* 
We  question  tb^  possibility  of  ef- 
fecting such  a  revolution  in  any 
country,  where  a  taste  fi>r  ease 
and  refinement  has  once  taken 
root ;  and  we  greatly  apprehend, 
that,  among  all  the  nations  of 
Europe,  modem  France  is  the 
very  one  where  the  necessary 
simplicity  of  character,  and  prac* 
tical  exaltation  of  sentiment, 
would  be  most  difficultly  pro- 
duced, and  the  least  likely  to  be 
permanent.  After  he  had  deve- 
loped the  preceding  views,  Las 
Cases  expressed  his  surprise  that 
be  should  never  have  thtown  out 
a  hint  of  the  important  objects 
be  had  in  contemplation. 

*«Wbat  would  have  been  the 
use  of  promulgating  my  inten- 
tions V  said  he  :  '*  I  should  have 
been  styled  a  quack,  accused  of 
insinuation  and  aubtilty,  and 
bave  fallen  into  discredit.  Situa- 
ted as  I  was,  deprived  of  here- 
ditary authoriiy,  and  of  the  iUu* 
fion  called  legitimacy,  I  was  com- 
pelled ta  avoid  entering  the  lists 
mih  my  opponente.  I  was 
obliged  to  be  bold,  imperious, 
and  decisive*  You  have  told  me 
that  in  your  Faubourg  they  used 
to  say,  •  Wk^  is  h(n<a  legitimate  f 
It  1  had  been  so,  I  certainly 
should  not  have  done  more  than  I 
iii ;  but.  my  conduct  might  bave 
sppeared  more  amiable." 

Two  or  three  days  after,  we 
fl^d  him  revealing,  at  considera- 
Ue  lengtbt  and  with  his  accustom- 
ed animation,  some  of  the  princi- 
pal ohjecis  of  bis  general  policy. 


One  of  bis  great  plana,  be  sski, 
was  the  concentration  of  France, 
Spain,  Germany  and  Italy,  etA 
into  a  separate  nation,  but  bound 
together  by  a  federal  compact, 
and,  if  possible,  by  a  unity  of 
cedes,  principles,  opinions,  and 
interests.  The  concentration  of 
France  was  perfected — that  of 
Italy  far  advanced.  In  Spain,  be 
asserts,  it  would  have  been  ac- 
complished, had  it  not  been  for 
the  reverses  he  sustained  at.dis* 
tant  points,  and  the  error  he  com- 
mitted in  transferring  his  ^hole 
forces  to  the  distance  of  a  thou- 
sand leagues  from  that  country. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this,  he  ex- 
pected in  the  course  of  three  or 
four  years  to  have  effected  such  s 
prosperous  revolution  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  Spaniards,  as  would 
have  well  entitled  bim  to  tfaeb 
gratitude.  This  hope  might  have 
been  reasonable,  or  it  may  have 
been  only  die  sophistry  of  ap 
ambitious  mind,  seizing  upon  any 
pretext  for  open  and  unprovoked 
aggression ;  but  he  was  at  least 
prophetic  in  one  ^int  of  bis  coo- 
cluding  observations  upon  this 
topic:  '*!  should  bave  saved 
them  from  the  tyranny  by  which 
they  are  now  oppressed,  and  the 
terrible  agitations  that  axoait  tkem,'* 
His  remarks  upon  GermsDy, 
though  few,  have  a  prospective 
interest,  that  gives  them  no  small 
importance. 

**  The  concentration  of  theGei- 
mans  must  have  been  eficted 
more  gradually,  and  therefore  I 
had  done  no  more  than  simfdify 
their  monstroua  comfJicstion. 
Not  tha^  they  Wtere  unprepsr^ 
for  concentralization.  On  the 
contrary,  tbey  were  too  well  pi^ 
pared  for  it,  and  they  might  kive 
blindly  risen  ia  reatftion  againit 
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«H  befiRre  tb«y  had  compidbended 
our  d«iigiM.  How  happens  it 
tliftt  BO  Oermftn  prince  bat  yet 
Swnied  a  just  notion  of  the  spirit 
of  hia  nation,  and  turned  it  to 
goodacoonnt?  Certainly  if  Heaven 
Iwd  made  me  a  prinoa  of  Oer-* 
many,  amidst  the  many  critical 
ey«nt8  of  our  times,  I  should 
infallibly  hare  governed  the 
30,000,000  of  Germans  com« 
bined ;  and  from  what  I  know  of 
th^m,  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  if  they  had  once 
elected  and  proclaimed  me,  they 
would  not  have  forsaken  roe,  and 
I  should  never  have  been  at  St. 
Helena." 

Then  after  some  melancholy 
details  and  comparisons,  resuming 
tlie  previous  subject,  he  said, 
-  '*  At  all  events  this  concentra?- 
don  will  be  brought  about  sooner 
or  later  by  the  very  force  of 
ervents*  The  impulse  is  given, 
and  L  think  that,  since  my  fall,. 
and  the  destruction  of  my  system, 
ao  gnmd  equilibrium  can  possibly 
be  established  in  Europe,  except 
by  the  concentration  and  confede- 
ration of  the  principal  nations. 
The  sovereign  who,  in  the  first- 
great  confiict,  shall  sincerely  em* 
braoe  the  caase  of  the  people, 
will  find  himself  at  the  head 
ct  all  Europe,  and  may  attempt 
whatever  he  pleases.*' 

Here  again  he  returns  to  bis 
motives  f^  withholding  all  dis- 
closttrea  upon  the  subject  of  these 
imd bis  othier  adventurous  projects. 
The  passage  is  remarkable,  and 
one  of  the  most  explanatory  that 
we  vsoollect  him  to  have  given, 
of  that  atf  of  incomprehensibility 
with  which,  in  the  fulness  of  hia 
power,  he  was  pleased  to  envelope 
hia  proceedings;. 

'*  It  will  perhaps  be  asked,*'  he 


says,  "  why  I  did  not  suffer  these 
ideas  to  transpire  7  why  I  did  not 
submit  them  to  public  discussion  ; 
since  they  would  doubtless  have 
becoBde  popular,  and  popularity 
would  have  been  an  immense  re- 
inforcement to  me?    My  answer 
ia,  that  malevolence  is  ever  more 
active  than  good  intention ;   that 
at  the  present  day,  the  power  of 
wit  overrules  good  sense,  and  ob- 
scures tlie  clearest  points  at  will ; 
and  ttiat  to  have  submitted  these 
important  subjects  to  public  dis- 
cussion would  have  been  to  con- 
sign them  to  the  mercy  of  party 
spirit,     passion,     intrigue,     and 
gossiping,  while  the  infallible  re- 
sult would  have    been  discredit 
and    opposition.       I  conceived, 
therefore,  that   secrecy  was  the 
moet  advisable  course.     I   sur- 
rounded myself  with  that  halo  of 
mystery,  which  pleases  and  inte- 
rests the  multitude, — ogives  birth 
to  speculations  which  occupy  the 
public  mind,  and  finally,  afibrda 
opportunities  for    those    sudden 
and  brilliant    disclosures   which 
exercise  such  important  influence. 
It  was    this  very  principle   that 
accelerated  my  unfortunate  march 
to  Moscow.    Had  I  been  more 
deliberate,  I  might  have  averted 
every  evil ;  but  I  could  not  delay, 
and  afford  time   for    comment* 
With  my  career  already  traced 
out,  with  my  ideas  formed  for  the 
fbture,  it  was  necessary  that  my 
movement  and  my  success  should 
aeem,  as  it  were,  supernatural." 

While  we  are  upon  this  sub- 
ject we  may  in  passing  observe, 
that  these  and  similar  disck>surea 
contained  in  other  parts  of  the  pre- 
sent work,  have  been  received  in 
a  somewhat  singular  spirit  by  cer- 
tain arsons  among  the  French, 
who  shared  in  Napoleon  s  power, 

and 
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and  still  profeM  a  deyotion  to  his 
fame*  To  some  of  these,  who 
had  constant  access  to  his  personr 
and  were  considered  to  have  heen 
admitted  to  his  confidence,  it  has 
not  been  a  little  mortifying  to 
find  their  old  master  proclaiming 
that,  after  all,  they  had  been  as 
Ignorant  as  the  multitude  of  his 
secret  motives  and  intentions 
upon  tlic  most  important  occa- 
sions of  his  career.  They  accord- 
ingly assert  pretty  roundly  and 
confidently,  that  the  Emperor  has 
been  mystifying  the  Count  Las 
Cases  and  Europe;  that  these 
elaborate  explanations  of  his  un- 
communicated  views  and  objects 
are  all  a  fable,  invented  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  his  individual 
justification,  and  therefore  to  be 
treated  by  all  sagacious  readers 
as  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
brilliant  imposture.  We  cannot 
stop  to  adjust  the  conflicting  pro- 
babilities between  the  Exile's 
veracity  and  the  incredulity  of 
his  former  servants.  We  simply 
give  as  not  an  incurious  circum- 
stance, the  feeling  which  we  have 
recently  discovered  to  exist  upon 
this  portion  of  the  conversations 
at  St.  Helena. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  such  a 
man  as  Bonaparte  should  have 
had  an  expensive  wife,  but  it  is  at 
once  ludicrous  and  lamentable  to 
think  that  her  rage  for  caps  and 
bonnets  should  have  compelled 
him  to  employ  an  imperial  coup* 
de-main  upon  such  an  object  as  a 
refractory  Parisian  milliner.  Such 
however  appears  to  have  been  the 
necessity  of  his  situation. 

**•  Speaking  of  the  Empress 
Josephine,  he  says,  *  Her  extrava- 
gance vexed  me  beyond  measure. 
Calculator  as  I  am,  I  would,  of 
course,  rather  have  given  away  a 


millioD  of  franca  than  have  i 
100,000  squandered  away/  He 
informed  us,  that  having  one  day 
unexpectedly  broken  in  upon 
Josephine's  morning  circle^  he 
found  a  celebrated  milliner,  whom 
he  had  expressly  forbidden  to  go 
near  the  Empress,  as  she  was 
ruining  her  by  extravagant  de- 
mands. *  My  unlooked-for  en- 
trance occasioned  great  dismay 
in  the  academic  sitting.  I 
gave  some  orders  unperceived  to 
the  individuals  who  were  in  at- 
tendance, and  on  the  lady's  de- 
parture she  was  seized,  and  con- 
ducted to  the  Bieetre.  A  great 
outcry  was  raised  among  the 
higher  circles  in  Paris;  it  was 
said  that  my  conduct  was  dis- 
graceful. It  soon  became  the 
foshion  to  visit  the  milliner  in  her 
confinement,  and  there  was  daily 
a  file  of  carriages  at  the  gate  of 
the  prison.  The  police  infonned 
me  of  these  facts.  *  All  the 
better,'  said  I ;  'but  I  hope  she 
is  not  treated  with  severity ;  not 
confined  in  a  dungeon.'^' No, 
Sire,  she  has  a  suite  of  apart- 
ments, and  a  drawing-room*' 
--*  Oh,  well !  let  her  be.  If  this 
measure  is  pronounced  to  be 
tjrrannical,  so  much  the  better; 
it  will  be  a  diapason  stroke  for  s 
great  many  others.  Very  little 
will  serve  to  shew  that  I  can  do 
more.' " 

But  what  follows  was  still  more 
provoking. 

''He  also  mentioned  a  cde* 
brated  man-milliner  who,  he  said, 
wasthemostinsolentfellowhehad 
ever  met  with  in  the  whole  couree 
of  his  life.  '  I  was  one  day,* 
said  the  Emperor,  'speaking  to 
him  respecting  a  trousseau  that  he 
had  furnished,  when  he  bad  the 
presumption  to  -call  my  conduct 
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ki  question.  He  did  what  no 
van  -in  France  except  himself 
would  have  ventured  to  do ;  he 
began  with  great  volubility  to 
prove  to  me  that  I  did  not  grant 
a  sufHcient  allowance  to  the  Em- 
press Josephine,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  she  could  pay  for  her 
clothes  out  of  such  a  sum.  I  soon 
put  an  end  to  his  impertinent  elo- 
quence. I  stopped  him  short  with 
a  look^and  left  him  transfixed.' " 

We  have  already  noticed  the 
rapidity  and  precision  of  his 
judgments  upon  literary  topics  : 
we  give  one  farther  example. 

"At  first  he  expressed  his  sur- 
prise that  the  Romans  should 
have  had  no  tragedies ;  but  then 
again  he  observed,  that  tragedy, 
in  dramatic  representation,  would 
have  been  ill-calculated  to  rouse 
the  feelings  of  the  Romans,  since 
they  performed  real  tragedy  in 
their  circuses.  *  The  combats  of 
the  gladiators/  said  he,  *the 
sight  of  men  consigned  to  the 
fury  of  wild  beasts,  were  far 
more  terrible  than  all  our  drama- 
tic horrors  put  together.  These, 
in  fact,  were  the  only  tragedies 
suited  to  the  iron  nerves  of  the 
Romans.* " 

There  are  many  scattered  say- 
ings which  mark  the  man. 

Speaking  of  the  elements  of 
society,  he  said,  ''Democracy 
may  be  furious — but  it  has  some 
heart — it  may  be  moved.  As  to 
Aristocracy,  it  is  always  cold  and 
unforgiving.^' 

One  day,  when  the  Emperor 
was  reproaching  an  individual  for 
not  correcting  the  vices  which  he 
knew  he  possessed,  "  Sir,"  said  he, 
'*  when  a  man  knows  his  moral 
infirmity,  he  may  cure  his  mind, 
just  as  he  would  cure  his  arm  or 
his  leg." 


It  was  asked  in  his  presence, 
how  it  happened  that  misfortunes 
which  were  yet  uncertain  oflen 
distressed  us  more  than  miseries 
that  had  already  been  suffered: 
<<  Because,*'  observed  the  Em- 
peror, **  in  the  imagination,  as  in 
calculation,  the  power  of  what  is 
unknown  is  incommensurable" 

The  same  promptness  of  scien- 
tific analysis  will  be  recognised  in 
the  following  anecdote.  —  The 
Count  Las  Cases,  who,  by  the 
way,  is  singularly  prone  to  exalt 
every  casual  coincidence  into  a 
miraculous  interference,  related- 
an  instance  of  the  kind,  as 
reported  to  him  by  Chtirette, 
the  hero  of  La  Vendue.  Cha- 
rette,  in  his  youth,  was  off  Brest 
in  a  small  cutter,  when  a  furious 
gale  of  wind  came  on.  The 
mast  was  carried  away;  the 
vessel  became  unmanageable, 
and  certain  destruction  seemed 
inevitable.  At  the  moment  of 
extreme  danger,  the  whole  crew, 
by  a  spontaneous  impulse,  made 
a  vow  of  a  taper  to  Our  Lady  of 
Recouvrance  at  Brest,  if  she 
would  vouchsafe  to  ensure  their 
safety.  The  wind  instantly 
abated.  It  was  in  the  month  of 
December,  and  the  night  was 
long  and  dark.  The  vessel,  which 
had  got  entangled  among  ridges, 
drifted  along  at  hazard,  and  the 
crew  had  resigned  themselves  to 
the  will  of  fate,  when  they  un- 
expectedly heard  the  ringing  of  a 
bell.  They  sounded,  and  finding 
but  little  depth  of  water,  they 
cast  anchor.  At  daybreak  they 
found  that  they  were  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  of  Landernau.  The 
bell  they  had  heard  was  that  of 
the  neighbouring  parish  church. 

"The  cutter,"   continued    the 
Count,    "had    miraculously    es- 
caped 
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caped  ili6  nunicrous  sand-banks 
that  are  diKxraed  about  the  en« 
trance  of  Brest.  She  had  beeor 
earried  throvgh  the  narrow  inlet 
of  the  port,  luid  passed  three  or 
four  hundred  ships  that  were  lying 
in  the  roads,  and  had  at  length 
found  a  cidm  station  at  dw  month 
of  the  river."—*'  This,"  said  the 
Emperor,  ''shews  the  diilerence 
between  the  blmdfold  efibrts  of 
man,  and  the  certain  course  of 
nature.  That,  at  whidi  you  ex- 
press so  ttiudi  surprise,  mvst 
nece^sarify  have  kappentd*  It  is 
yery  probable,  that  widi  the  full 
power  of  exerting  the  utmost 
skill,  the  confusion  and  errors  of 
the  moment  would  haveoceasion* 
ed  the  wreck  of  the  vessel; 
whereas,  in  spite  of  so  many 
adverse  chances.  Nature  saved 
her:  she  was  borne  onward  by 
the  tide  ;  the  force  of  the  current 
carried  her  ptcutly  throvgh  the 
ndddU  of  tack  chmnd^  so  ^t 
she  could  not  possibly  be  lost." 

Among  the  numerous  historical 
details  that  are  scattered  through- 
out the  present  publication,  there 
is  a  foil  account  of  the  afiair  of  the 
unfortunate  Duke  d'Bnghien,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  Napoleon 
recurred  to  it*  In  die  presence 
of  strangers  he  adopted  a  line  of 
argument  founded  almost  exclu- 
Btvely  on  the  law  of  nature  and 
state  politics.  With  those  whom 
he  admitted  to  the  intimacy  of 
private  conversation,  he  descend- 
ed into  the  following  particu- 
lars:— 

**  I  was  one  day  alone,  I  re- 
collect it  well;  I  was  taking  my 
eofibe,  half-seated'  on  the  table  on 
wliidk  1  had  just  dined,  when 
sudden  information  is  brought  to 
me  that  a  new  conspiracy  has 
been  discovered.    I  am  warmly 


mrged  to  put  anr  end  to  these 
enormities.      They  represent   to 
me  that  it  is  thne,  at    last,  to 
give  a  lesson  to  those  who  have 
been  day  after    day  conspiring 
against  my  life ;    that  this  end 
can  only  be  attained  by  aheddmg 
the  blood  of  one  of  diem ;  and 
that  the  Duke   d'Enghien,   wha 
might  now  be  convicted  of  form- 
ing pan  of  this  new  conspiracy, 
and  taken  in  the  very  act,  should 
be  that  one.     It  was  added,  that 
he  had  been  seen  at  Strasbniy ; 
that  it  was  even  believed  that  he 
had  been  in  Paris ;  and  that  the 
plan  was,  that  he  should  enter 
France  by  the  Bast,  at  the  mo- 
ment   of  the    explosion,  whilst 
the  Duke  of  Berry  was  disem^ 
barking  in  the  West.     1  riiould 
tell  you  (observed  the  Emperor) 
that  I  did  not  even  know  precise- 
ly who  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was 
(the    Revolution    Imving    taicen 
place  when   I   was   yet    a  vety 
young' man,  and  I  having  never 
been  at  Court) ;   and  that  I  Iras 
quite  in  the  dark  as  to  where  he 
was  at  that  moment.  Having  bee& 
informed  on  those  points,  I  ex- 
claimed, that  if  such  were  the  case, 
the  Duke  ought  to  be  arrested, 
and  that  orders  should  be  given 
to  that  effect.    Every  thing  had 
been  foreseen,   and    prepared^- 
the  different  orders  were  already 
drawn  up— nothing  remained  to 
be  done  but  to  ngn  them;  and 
the  fate  of  the  young  Prince  waa 
thus  decided.     He  had  been  re- 
siding for  some  time  past  af  a 
distance  of  about  three  leagttea 
firom  the  Rhine,  in  the  States  of 
Baden.  Had  1  been  sooner  aware 
of  this  fact,  and  of  its-  import- 
ance, I  should  have  taken  um- 
brage at  it,  and  should  not  have 
suffered  the  Prince  to  remain  so 
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fi/ear  the  ArontierB  of  France ;  aod 
chat  circumstance,  as  it  happened, 
would  have  saved  his  life*  As 
for  the  Msertions  that  were  a4- 
yanced  at  the  time,  that  I  had 
been  strenuously  opposed  in  this 
atbir,  and  that  numerous  solici- 
tations had  been  made  to  me,  they 
are  utterly  false,  and  were  only 
invented  to  make  me  appear  in  a 
more  odious  light.  The  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  various 
motives  that  have  been  ascribed 
to  me.  These  piotives  may  have 
existed  in  the  bosoms  of  those 
who  acted  an  inferior  part  on  the 
occasion,  and  may  have  guided 
them  in  their  private  views  ;  but 
my  conduct  was  influenced  only 
by  the  nature  of  the  fact  itself, 
and  the  energy  of  my  disposition. 
Undoubtedly,  if  I  bad  been  in* 
formed  in  time  of  certain  circum* 
stances  respecting  the  opinions  of 
the  Prince,  and  his  disposition-** 
it^  above  all,  I  had  seen  the  letter 
v?hich  be  wrote  to  me,  and  which, 
God  knows  for  what  reason,  was 
only  delivered  to  me  after  his 
death,  I  should  certainly  have 
forgiven  him." 

Here,  however,  we  conclude 
our  extracts,  regretting  we  cannot 
find  room  for  more :  but  we  con- 
clude as  we  began,  by  cautioning 
against  too  implicitly  believing 
the  statements  here  laid  down* 
Some  may  doubtless  be  refuted ; 
the  last  relating  to  the  Duked'En- 

fhien  has  since  been  fully  so. 
listory  has,  however,  upon  her 
roll  but  very  few  names,  perhaps 
no  one  altogethcgr  so  remarkable 
as  that  of  Bonaparte ;  and  when  a 
thousand  years  shall  have  rolled 
over  his  grave,  the  conquerors  of 
antiquity,  and  those  of  later  yeari, 
will  appear  but  insignificant  qha* 
racters  compared  with  him* 


5.  Memoirs  of  General  Count  Rapp, 
First  Aide-de-camp  to  Napoleon* 
Written  by  kimselfl 

General  Rapp  was  one  of  Bo* 
naparte's  most  distinguished  offi- 
cers ;  and,  in  the  quality  of  aide* 
de-camp,  accompanied  his  masr 
ter  through  all  those  brilliant  but 
desolating  campaigns,  which  at 
length  terminated  in  the  ill-judg* 
ed  and  fatal  expedition  to  Russia^ 
He  commenced  his  military 
career  under  the  celebrated  Des* 
saix  in  the  campaigns  of  Gem^any 
and  Egypt.  On  the  death  of 
Dessaix,  who  was  killed  at  Ma- 
rengo, Bonaparte,  then  First  Goa«- 
sul,  appointed  him  to  a  poatabout 
his  own  person,  and  from  that 
time  he  seems  to  have  been  per- 
manently established  inNapoleon's 
confidence.  However  diffcrendy 
we  may  ourselves  think  of  the 
latter,  it  would  be  unjust  not  to 
insert  the  following  apology  tow 
his  apparent  character : — 

"  Many  persons  have  described 
Napoleon  as  a  violent,  harsh,  and 
passionate  man;  this  is  becauec 
they  have  not  known  him.  Ab- 
sorbed as  h'e  was  in  important 
business,  opposed  in  his  views, 
and  impeded  in  his  plans,  it  was 
certainly  natural  that  he  should 
sometimes  evince  impatience  and 
inequality  of  temper.  His  natu* 
ral  kindness  and  generosity  soon 
subdued  his  irritation;  but  it 
mv»t  be  observed,  that,  fiur  from 
seeking  to  8|^pease  him,  his  con- 
fidents never  tailed  to  excite  his 
anger;  '  Your  Majesty  is  right,' 
they  would  say,  '  such  a  one  de- 
serves to  be  shot  or  broken,  di»« 
missed  or  disgraced :  I  have  long 
known  him  to  be  your  enemy. 
An  example  roust  be  made ;  it  ia 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of 
tranquillity.. 
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tranquillity.'  If  the  matter  in 
question  had  been  to  levy  contri- 
butions on  the  enemy's  territory, 
Napoleon,  perhaps,  would  demand 
twenty  millions;  but  he  would 
be  advised  to  exact  ten  millions 
more.  He  would  be  told  by  those 
about  him,  '  It  is  necessary  that 
your  Majesty  should  spare  your 
treasury,  that  you  should  main- 
tain your  troops  at  the  expense 
of  foreign  countries,  or  leave  ihem 
to  subsist  on  the  territory  of  the 
Confederation.'  If  he  entertained 
the  idea  of  levying  200,000  con- 
Bcripta,  he  was  persuaded  to  de- 
mand 300,000.  If  he  proposed 
to  pay  a  creditor  whose  right  was 
unquestionable,  doubts  were  start- 
ed respecting  the  legality  of  the 
debt.  The  amount  claimed  was 
perhaps  reduced  to  one  half,  or 
one  tliird ;  and  it  not  unfrequent- 
ly  happened  that  the  debt  was 
denied  altogether.  If  he  spoke 
of  commencing  war,  the  bold  re- 
solution was  applauded.  It  was 
said  war  enriched  France ;  that  it 
was  necessary  to  astonish  the 
world,  and  to  astonish  it  in  a  way 
worthy  of  the  great  nation.  Thus, 
by  being  excited  and  urged  to  en- 
ter upon  uncertain  plans  and  en- 
terprises. Napoleon  was  plunged 
into  continual  war.  Thus  it  was, 
that  his  reign  was  impressed  with 
an  air  of  violence  contrary'  to  his 
own  character  and  habits,  which 
were  perfectly  gentle." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
other  qualities  of 'Bonaparte's  cha- 
racter, we  have  certainly  always 
thought  the  charge  of  the  absence 
of  personal  bravery  a  most  absurd 
one.  General  Rapp  repels  it 
with  indignation,  and  describes 
the  circumstances  attending  the 
explosion  of  the  infernal  machine 


in  proof  of  Napoleon's  self-pos- 
session : 

"  When  I  entered  the  theatre 
Napoleon  was  seated  in  his  box, 
calm  and  composed,  and  looking 
at  the  audience  through  his  opera- 
glass.  Fouch6  was  beside  him. 
*  Josephine  — ■• — '  said  he,  as  soon 
as  he  observed  me.  She  entered 
at  that  moment,  and  he  did  not 
finish  his  question.  *  The  ras- 
cals,* said  he  very  coolly,  '  want- 
ed to  blow  me  up.  Bring  rac  a 
book  of  the  Oratorio.'  " 

The  negotiations  with  the  Aus- 
trian General  Mack,  who  having 
shut  himself  up  in  Ulm,  was  in- 
duced to  surrender,  although  pos- 
sessing a  force  of  83,000  men,  in 
the  best  possible  order,  affords  a 
fine  specimen  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  French,  during  the 
memorable  events  to  which  these 
Memoirs  relate,  •  eked  out  the 
lion's  with  the  fox's  skin  ;*  but  an 
instance  of  similar  craft,  after  the 
occupation  of  Vienna,  is  more  ca 
pable  of  being  extracted  : 

**  We  marched  close  upon  the 
enemy's  rear-guard.  We  might 
easily  have  taken  it;  but  we 
avoided  doing  so.  We  wished  to 
lull  his  vigilance :  we  did  not  press 
him  closely,  and  we  circulated 
reports  of  peace.  We  suffered 
both  troops  and  baggage  to  escape 
us  ;  but  the  loss  of  a  few  men  was 
of  little  consequence.  The  pre- 
servation of  the  bridges  was  the 
important  point:  if  they  should 
be  broken,  it  was  determined  that 
we  should  repair  them ;  we  took 
our  measures  accordingly.  The 
troops,  who  were  posted  in  eckefom 
on  the  road,  were  warned  to  allow 
no  demonstration  to  escape  them 
that  was  likely  to  put  the  enemy 
on  his  guard.  No  one  was  per- 
mitted 
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mitted  to  enter  Vienna;  but  every 
thing  being  examined,  and  every 
arrangement  completed,  theGrand 
Duke  took  possession  of  the  capi- 
tal,  and  directed  Lanusses  and 
Bertrand  to  make  without  delay  a 
reconnaissance  on  the  river.     They 
found  at  the  gates  of  the  suburb 
a  post  of  Austrian  cavalry.    There 
had  been  no  fighting  for  upwards 
of  three  days.      It  appeared  as 
though  an  armistice  had  been  en- 
tered into.      Lanusses  and  Ber- 
trand accosted  the  Austrian  com- 
mandant, commenced  a  conversa- 
tion with  him,  followed  him  close- 
ly, and  would  not  suffer  him  to 
quit    them.      On    reaching    the 
banks  of  the  river,  they  still  per- 
sisted in  following  him,  in  spite  of 
his  wish  to  get  rid  of  them.     The 
Austrian   became  impatient;  the 
French  generals  asked  leave  to 
communicate    with    the   general 
commanding  the  troops  stationed 
on  the  left    bank  of  the   river. 
They  obtained  permission  to  do 
so  ;  but  the  10th  hussars  were  not 
allowed  to  accompany  them,  and 
they  were  consequently  obliged  to 
halt  and  take  a  position.     Mean- 
while our  troops  were  advancing, 
led  by  the  Grand  Duke  and  Mar- 
shal Lannes.      The  bridge  still 
remained    undamaged ;    but  the 
trains  were  laid,  and  the  gunners 
held  their  matches  in  readiness : 
the  least  sign  that  might  have  in- 
dicated the  intention  of  passing 
by  force  would  have  ruined  the  en- 
terprise.    It  was  necessary  to  re- 
sort  to    artifice;    and    we   suc- 
ceeded in  imposing  on  the  simpli- 
city of  the  Austrians.     The  two 
marshals  dismounted,  and  only  a 
small   detachment  entered   upon 
the   bridge.       General    Belliard 
advanced,  walking  with  his  hands 
behind  his  back,  accompanied  by 


two  officers  of  the  staff;  Lannes 
joined  him  with  some  others ;  they 
walked   about,  talking  together, 
and  at  length  joined  the  Austrians. 
The  officer  commanding  the  post 
at   first  directed   them  to  stand 
back  ;  but  he  at  length  permitted 
them  to  advance,  and  they  entered 
into  conversation  together.   They 
repeated  what  had  already  been 
affirmed    by   General    Bertrand, 
namely,  that  the  negotiations  were 
advancing,  that  the  war  was  at  an 
end,  and  that  there  would  be  no 
more     fighting     and    slaughter. 
<  Why,'   said  the   Marshal,  '  do 
you  keep  your  guns  still  pointed 
at   us?      Has    there    not    been 
enough  of  bloodshed  ?     Do  you 
wish  to  attack  us,  and  to  prolong 
miseries  which  weigh  more  heavi- 
ly on  you  than  on  us?     Come, 
let  us  have  no  more  provocation ; 
turn  your  guns.'     Half  persuad- 
ed and  half  convinced,  the  com- 
manding   officer  yielded.      The 
artillery  was  turned  in  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  Austrians,  and   the 
troops  laid  down   their  arms  in 
bundles.     During  this  conference 
the  platoon  of  our  advanced  guard 
came  up  slowly,  and  at  length  it 
arrived,    masking    sappers   and 
gunners,  who  threw  the  combusti- 
ble matters  into  the  river,  sprin- 
kled wateron  the  powder,  and  cut 
the  trains.     The  Austrian  com- 
mander, who  was  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  the  French  lan- 
guage to  take  much  interest  in 
the  conversation,  perceived  that 
the  troop  was  gaining  ground, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  us  un- 
derstand that  he  could  not  permit 
it.     Marshal  Lannes  and  General 
Belliard  tried  to  satisfy  him ;  they 
observed  that  the  cold  was  severe, 
and    that    our    men    were   only 
marching  about  to  warm  them- 
selves. 
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selvet.      But   the  column   sttU 
continued  to  advance,  and  it  wiEw 
already  three  quarters  over   the 
brid|^e.    The  Commander  lost  all 
patience,  and  ordered  hia  trootM 
to  fire:    they  initently  took  up 
their  arms,  and  the  artillerymen 
prepared  their  guns*     Our  situa- 
tion was  terrible  :  a  little  less  pre- 
sence of  mind  on  our  part,  and 
the  bridge  would  have  been  blown 
up,  our  troops  in  the  river,  and 
the  campaign  at  an  end.     But  the 
Austrian  had  to  deal  with  men 
who  were  not  easily  disconcerted. 
Marshal  Laanes  seiaed  him  by 
the  one  arm,  and  General  BeUiard 
b^  the  other*     They  threatened 
him,  and  drowned  his  voice  when 
he  attempted  to  call  for  help. 
Meanwhile  the  Prinoa  of  Hogs- 
berg  arrived  accompanied  by  Ge« 
ner^  Bertrand.    An  officer  set  off 
to  render  an  account  of  the  state 
of  affaiiB  to  the  Grand  Duke ;  and 
Ml  his  way  transmitted  to  the 
troop  an  order  to  quicken  their 
march  and  arrive  spieedily.    The 
Marshal  advanced  to  meet  the 
Prinoci  complained  of  the  con- 
duct  of  the  commander  of  the 
post*  requested  that  he  might  be 
punished  and  removed  frdm  the 
rear^-guard,  where  he  might  im- 
pede the  negotiations.    Hogsbefg 
fell  into  the  snare:  hedeliberaited^ 
approved,  cotttradieted,  and  lodt 
himself  in  a  uselcaa  conversation^ 
Our  troops  made  die  most  of  their 
time;    they  Imrived,  debouched, 
and  the  bridge  was  taken.    Rt^ 
QWimainancts    were    immediately 
ordered  in  every  direction ;  and 
General  Belliard  led  our  columns 
on  the  road  leading  to  Stockraui 
where  they  took  a   position.— » 
Hogsbergt  mortified  at  his  ill- 
titnei  loquacity,  proceeded  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  who^  after  a  short 


eonversaision)  referred  hita  to 
Napoleon,  and  also  crossed  the 
river." 

The  fdlowing  account  of  die 
hattle  of  Borodino  is  extremely 
characteristic : 

'*  Night  came  on.     I  was  ia 
attendance;  I  slept  in  Napoleoo'i 
tent«     The  part  where  he  slept 
was  generally  separated  by  a  ptr- 
tition  of  cloth  from  that  which 
was  reserved  for  the  aide-de-camp 
in    attendance.      The    Emperor 
slept  very  little  i    I  waked  him 
several  times  to  give  him  ia  re- 
ports and  accounts  from  the  ad- 
vanced posts,  which  all  proved  \o 
him  that  the  Russians  expected  to 
be  attached.      At    three  in  the 
morning  he  called   a   valet»de- 
chambre,    and  made  him  bring 
some  punch ;  I  had  the  honoar  of 
taking  some  with  him.     He  aslced 
me  if  I,  had  slept  well ;  I  answe^ 
ed,  that  the  nights  were  alresdy 
cold,  that  I  had  often  been  awak- 
ed.    He  said,  '  Wediallhavesa 
affiiir  to-day  with   this   faaious 
Kutusow.      You   recollect,    no 
doubt,  that  it  was  he  who  com- 
manded at  Braunau,  in  the  cam- 
paign of  A  usterlita.   He  remained 
three  weeks  in  that  {rface,  without 
leaving  his  chttfnber  once.    He 
did  not  even  get  o<i  horseback  to 
see  the  fortincationa.      General 
Benigsen,  though  as  old^  iaamere 
vigorous  fellow  than  be.    I  do 
not  know  why  Alexander  has  not 
sent  this  Hanoveriati  to  rq^ace 
Barclay/     He  took  a  glan  of 
punch,  read  some   reports,  and 
added,  <  Well,  Rapp,  do  yott  think 
that  we  shall  manage  our  ooneeros 
properly  to-day  V — •  There  ia  not 
the  least  doubt  of  it,  Sire;  we 
have  exhatisted  idl  our  reaoarcei, 
we  are  obliged  to  donquer.'    Na- 
poleon continued  his  diseoars^ 

and 
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andreplied:  *  Fortune  is  a  lib«nd 
mistress;  I  have  often  said  so, 
and  begin  to  experience  it.'  — 
^  Your  Majesty  recollecta  that  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  tell  ine  at 
Smolensko,  that  the  glass  was  full« 
that  it  must  be  drunk  off/ — '  It  is 
at  present  the  case  more  than 
ever:  there  is  no  time  to  lose. 
The  army  moreover  knows  its 
situation:  it  knows  that  it  can 
only  find  provisions  at  Moscow^ 
and  that  it  has  not  more  than 
thirty  leagues  to  go.  This  poor 
army  is  much  reduced,  but  what 
remains  of  it  is  good ;  my  guard, 
besides,  is  untouched.'  rle  sent 
for  Prince  Berthier,  and  transact- 
ed business  till  half-past  five. 
We  mounted  on  horseback:  the 
trumpets  sounded,  the  drums  w^e 
beaten ;  and  as  soon  as  the  troops 
knew  it,  there  was  nothing  but 
acclamations.  '  It  is  the  enthu- 
siasm of  Austerlitz.  Let  the  pro* 
clamation  be  read.' 
'Soldiers! 

<  This  is  the  battle  tliat  you 
have  so  long  wished  for  I  Hence- 
forth  victory  depends  on  you ;  we 
want  her;  she  will  give  us  abun- 
dance of  good  winter-quarters, 
and  a  quiet  return  to  our  country. 
Behave  yourselves  as  at  Auster- 
litz, at  Friedland,  at  Witepsk,  at 
Smolensko;  and  let  the  remotest 
posterity  quote  your  conduct  on 
Uiis  day,  and  let  it  be  said  of  you, 
'  He  was  at  that  great  battle  un- 
der the  walls  of  Moscow.' 

"  The  acclamations  redoubled, 
the  troops  were  incessantly  de- 
manding  to  fight,  the  action 
soon  began. 

"  The  wings  were  composed  of 
Italians  and  Poles :  Napoleon  acted 
on  the  left  of  the  enemy's  masses. 
Beyond  this  we  had  no  precise  in- 
formation ;  women,  dnldren,  old 


peofde^eaule,  all  had  daaDpearad ; 
there  was  not  a  person  left  who 
could  give  ns  die   least   inibr- 
mutiou.     Ney  marehcd  towards 
the  enemy,  and  broke    through 
them  with  that  force^  that  impetu- 
osity, of  which  he  bad  given  so 
many  proo&.     We   carried    the 
three  redoubts  which  supported 
the  enemy.      He  came  up  with 
fresh  troops  ;  confiision  began  in 
our  ranks;  we  gave   up  two  of 
these  works :  the  last  even  was  in 
danger.     The  Russians  already 
crowned  the  crest  of  the  ditches. 
The  King  of   Naples  sees  the 
danger*  £es  to  the  spot,  alights 
firom  his  horse,  enters,  mounu  the 
parapet;    he  calls  and  animates 
the    soldiers.     The    redoubt  is 
strengthened,    the    fire  becomes 
terrible,  the  assailants  dare  not 
try  the  assault.    Some  squadrons 
appear;  Murat  mounts  his  horse, 
charges,  routs  the  columns  scat- 
tered over  the  plab.    We  retake 
the  intrenchments,  and  finally  es- 
tablish (Hirselves  in  them.     This 
trait  of  boldness  decided  the  fate 
of  the  day. 

'*  General  Compans  had  just 
been  wounded;  I  went  to  take 
the  command  of  his  division.  It 
made  a  part  of  the  corps  d'arm^ 
of  Marshal  Davoust.  It  had  al- 
ready tak^i  one  of  the  indrenehed 
positions  of  the  enemy ;  it  bad 
also  suffered  mueh.  I  consulted, 
on  my  arrival,  with  Marshal  Ney, 
whose  right  I  maqp^ported.  Our 
troops  were  in  confusion,  we 
rallied  them,  we  rushed  headlong 
on  the  Russians,  we  made  then 
expiate  their  success.  Neither 
discharges  of  cannon  nor  nms- 
quetry  could  stop  us.  The  in- 
fimtry,  the  cavdry,  charged  with 
fury  from  one  extremity  of  the 
line  to  the  other.    I  bad  never 

before 
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before  teen  luch  carnage*  We 
had  inclined  too  much  towards 
the  right ;  the  King  of  Naples  re- 
mained alone,  exposed  to  the 
havoc  of  the  batteries  of  Semin- 
skoe.  He  had  nothipg  but  ca- 
valry ;  a  deep  ravine  separated 
him  from  the  village :  it  was  not 
easy  to  take  it,  but  it  was  neces- 
sary to  do  so  under  pain  of  being 
swept  away  by  the  grape-shot. 
General  Belliard,  who  only  per- 
ceives a  screen  of  light  cavalry, 
conceives  the  design  of  driving 
it  off  and  moving  by  the  left  on 
the  redoubt.  ^  Run  to  Latour 
Maubourg,'  Murat  said  to  him  ; 
'  tell  him  to  take  a  brigade  of 
French  and  Saxon  cuirassiers,  to 
pass  the  ravine,  to  put  all  to  the 
sword,  to  arrive  at  full  gallop  at 
the  back  of  the  redoubt,  and  to 
spike  all  the  cannon.  If  he  should 
fail,  let  him  return  in  the  same 
direction.  You  shall  place  a  bat* 
tery  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon  and 
a  part  of  the  reserve  to  protect 
the  retreat.'  Latour  Maubourg 
put  himself  in  movement,  routed, 
dispersed  the  Russians*  and  made 
himself  master  of  the  works. 
Friant  came  up  to  occupy  them. 
All  the  reserve  passed,  and  esta- 
blished itself  on  the  left  of  the 
village.  There  remained  a  last 
retrenchment,  which  took  us  in 
flank  and  commanded  our  posi- 
tion. The  reserve  had  taken  one, 
it  thought  that  it  could  take 
another.  Caulincourt  advanced, 
and  spread  far  and  wide  confu- 
sion and  death.  He  falls  sud- 
denly on  the  redoubt,  and  gets 
possession  of  it.  A  soldier  hid- 
den in  an  embrasure  stretched 
him  dead.  .  He  slept  the  sleep  of 
the  brave ;  he  was  not  a  witness 
of  our  disasters. 

"  Every  thing  was  in  flight; 


the  fire  had  ceased,  the  csmage 
had  paused.  General  Belliard 
went  to  reconnoitre  a  wood  si- 
tuated at  some  distance.  He 
perceived  the  road  which  con- 
verged on  us;  it  was  covered 
with  troops  and  convoys,  which 
were  retreating.  If  they  had 
been  intercepted,  all  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  army  had  been  taken 
in  the  segment  in  which  it  was 
placed.  He  came  and  informed 
Murat  of  it.  '  Run  and  give  an 
account  of  it  to  the  Emperor/ 
said  the  Prince.  He  went,  but 
Napoleon  did  not  think  the  mo- 
ment come.  *  I  do  not  see  sufB- 
ciently  clear  on  my  chess-board; 
1  expect  news  from  Poniatowski. 
Return,  examine,  come  back.' 
The  General  returned,  indeed, 
but  it  was  too  late.  The  Russian 
guard  was  advancing;  infantry, 
cavalry,  all  were  coming  up  to 
renew  the  attack.  The  General 
had  only,  time  to  collect  a  few 
pieces  of  cannon.  *  Grape-shot, 
grape-shot,  and  nothing  but  grape- 
shot,'  he  said  to  the  artillerymen. 
The  firing  began:  its  effect  was 
terrible ;  in  one  instant  the  ground 
was  covered  with  dead.  The 
shattered  column  was  dissipated 
like  a  shadow.  It  did  not  fire  one 
shot.  Its  artillery  arrived  a  few 
moments  after ;  we  got  possession 
of  it.  The  battle  was  gained^ 
but  the  firing  was  still  terrible. 
The  balls  and  shots  were  pouring 
down  by  my  side.  In  the  space 
of  one  hour  I  was  struck  four 
times  ;  first  with  two  shots  rather 
slightly,  then  with  a  bullet  on 
the  left  arm,  which  carried  away 
the  sleeve  of  my  coat  and  shirt 
close  to  the  skin.  I  was  then  at 
the  head  of  the  sixty-first  regi- 
ment, which  I  had  known  in  U^r 
Egypt.  There  were  a  few  offlcen 
present 
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present  who  were  there;  it  was 
rather  singular  to  meet  here.  I 
soon  received  a  fourth  wound ;  a 
ball  struck  roe  on  my  left  hip, 
and  threw. me  headlong  from  my 
horse : — it  was  the  twenty- second. 
I  was  obliged  to  quit  the  field  of 
battle ;  I  informed  Marshal  Ney 
of  it,  his  troops  were  mixed  with 
mine.  * 

'*  General  Dessaix,  the  only 
general  of  that  diirision  who  was 
not  wounded,  succeeded  me ;  amo- 
ment  after  he  had  his  arm  broken ; 
Friant  was  not  wounded  till  after- 
wards. 

'*  I  was  dressed  by  the  surgeon 
of  Napoleon,  who  also  came  him- 
self to  visit  me.  '  Is  it,  then, 
always  your  turn?  How  are 
thing!  going  on?'  '  Sire,  I  think 
you  will  be  obliged  to  make 
your  guard  charge.'  '  I  shall 
take  good  care  not  to  do  so.  I 
do^not  wish  to  see  it  destroyed. 
I  am  sure  to  gain  the  battle  with* 
out  its  taking  a  part.'  It  did  not 
charge  in  eflfect,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  thirty  pieces  of  cannon^ 
which  did  wonders. 

*'  The  day  ended;  fifty  thou- 
sand men  lay  on  the  field  of  battle. 
A  multitude  of  generals  were 
killed  and  wounded  :  we  had  for- 
ty disabled.  We  made  some  pri- 
soners, took  some  pieces  of  can- 
non :  this  result  did  not  compen- 
sate for  the  losses  which  it  had 
cost  us." 

General  Rapp  proceeds  to  de- 
scribe the  entrance  into  Moscow, 
and  its  conflagration.  Amidst  all 
the  horrors  of  those  scenes  there 
is  a  little  touch  of  human  feeling, 
which  would  be  quite  refreshings 
could  we  forget  that  it  was  Qxhi-^ 
bited  by  one  who  had  shown  him- 
self utterly  reckless  of  human  life 
and  happiness: — 

1S23. 


''  I  began  to  be  able  to  walk ; 
on  the  Idth  I  went  to  the  palace: 
Napoleon  asked  with  kindness  in 
what  state  my  wounds  were?  how 
I  was  going  on  ?  He  showed  me 
the  portrait  of  the  King  of  Rome, 
which  he  had  received  at  the  mo- 
ment we  were  going  to  begin  the 
battle  of  the  Moskowa.  He  had 
shown  it  to  most  of  the  generals. 
I  had  to  carry  orders ;  the  battle 
began ;  we  had  other  things  to 
attend  to.  He  wished  now  to 
make  me  amends ;  he  looked  for 
the  medallion,  and  observed,  with 
a  satisfaction  which  betrayed  itself 
in  his  eyes : — '  My  son  is  the  finest 
child  in  France.' " 

The  miseries  of  the  retreat  of 
the  French  army  from  Russia  arc 
known  to  every  one.'  The  fol- 
lowing are  fragments  of  General 
Rapp's  account  of  them  : 

'*  The  cold,  the  privations, 
were  extreme ;  the  hour  of  dis- 
asters had  come  on  us !  We  found 
our  wounded  lying  dead  on  the 
road,  and  the  Russians  waiting  for 
us  at  Viasma.  At  the  sight  of 
these  columns  the  soldiers  col- 
lected a  remnant  of  energy,  fell  , 
upon  them,  and  defeated  them. 
But  we  were  harassed  by  troops 
animated  by  abundance,  and  by 
hope  of  plunder.  At  every  step 
we  were  obliged  to  halt,  and  fight ; 
we  slackened  our  march  over  a 
wasted  country,  which  we  should 
have  gone  over  with  the  greatest 
rapidity.  Cold,  hunger,  the  Cos- 
sacks,— every  scourge  was  let 
loose  upon  us.  The  army  was 
sinking  under  the  weight  of  its 
misfortunes ;  the  road  was  strewed 
with  the  dead  :  our  sufferings  ex- 
ceeded imagination.  How  many 
sick  and  wounded  generals  did  I 
meet  in  this  terrible  retreat,  whom 
I   believed  that  I  should  never 
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again  Bee !  Of  this  number  was 
General  Friant,  whose  wounds 
were  still  open  ;  General  Duros- 
nel,  who  travelled  with  a  nervous 
lever»  almost  continually  delirious; 
and  the  brave  Generid  Belliard, 
who  was  wounded  by  a  gun-ahot« 
in  the  battle  of  the  Moskowa. 

"  A  part  of  the  infantry  crossed 
over  (the  Borysthenes),  the  re- 
mainder bivouacked  in  a  little 
woody  on  the  bank  where  we  were. 
We  were   engaged  all  night   in 

getting  the  cannon  across.  The 
mi  was  on  the  ascent,  when  the 
enemy  appeared.  They  attack- 
ed immediately,  with  considerable 
masses ;  we  received  their  charges 
without  being  shaken;  but  our 
end  was  attained :  we  had  no  ob- 
ject in  fighting;  we  retreated. 
We  left  behind  a  few  hundreds 
of  men,  whom  wounds  and  ex- 
haustion had  put  out  of  a  condi- 
tion to  follow.  Poor  creatures! 
they  complained,  they  groaned, 
and  called  for  death;  it  was  a 
heart-rending  sight;  but  what 
could  we  do  ?  Every  one  was 
bending  under  the  burden  of  life, 
and  supported  it  with  difficulty. 
I  had  sufficient  strength  to  share 
it  with  others.  The  Russians 
pursued  us,  they  wished  to  pass 
by  main  force.  Ney  received 
them  with  that  vigour,  that  impe- 
tuosity, which  he  always  displayed 
in  his  attacks :  they  were  repuls- 
ed, and  the  bridge  became  a  prey 
to  the  flames.  The  firing  ceased, 
we  withdrew  during  the  night.  I 
joined  Napoleon  at  Smolensko 
the  day  after  the  nexl  in  the  even- 
ing. He  knew  that  a  ball  had 
graaed  my  head,  and  that  anodier 
had  killed  my  horse ;  he  observed 
to  me,  '  You  may  be  at  ease  now, 
you  will  not  be  killed  this  cam- 
paign.'— *  I  hope  that  your  Ma* 


jesty  may  not  be  deeetved;  but 
you  often  gave  the  aame  assur- 
ance to  poor  Lannes,  who  never- 
theless was  killed.' — '  No  I  no! 
you  will  not  be  killed.'—*  1  be- 
lieve it ;  bat  I  may  be  still  frozen 
to  death.'  -  -  - 

•  -  -  *'  Napoleon  marched  on 
foot  at  the  head  of  hie  guard,  and 
often  talked  of  Ney ;  he  called  to 
mind  his  coup  d^cnl  so  accurate 
and  true,  his  courage  proof  against 
every  thing,  in  short  all  the  qua- 
lities which  made  him  so  brilliant 
on  the  field  of  battle.—'  He  is 
lost.  Well!  I  have  three  hun- 
dred millions  in  the  Tuileries,  1 
would  give  them  if  he  were  re- 
stored to  me.' — He  fixed  his  head- 
quarters at  Dombrowna.  He 
lodged  with  a  Russian  lady  who 
had  the  courage  not  to  abandeii 
her  house.  I  was  on  duty  that 
day:  the  Emperor  sent  lev  me 
towards  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  he  was  very  much  dejected ; 
it  was  difficult  for  him  not  to  be 
so ;  the  scene  was  frightful.  He 
observed  to  me,  '  My  affairs  are 
going  on  very  badly ;  these  poor 
soldiers  rend  my  heart;  I  cannot, 
however,  relieve  them.' — ^There 
was  a  cry  of  '  To  arms !' — Firing 
was  heard  ;  every  thing  was  in  an 
uproar.  '  Go,  see  what  it  1%' 
Napoleon  said  to  me  with  the 
greatest  umg^froid;  '  I  am  sure 
that  they  are  some  rogues  of  Coa- 
sacks  who  want  to  hinder  ua  from 
sleeping.'  It  was,  in  reality,  a 
false  alarm.  -  -  - 

-  • .  «<  Napoleon  despaired  of 
ever  seeing  tble  rear-fpiard.  Nei- 
dier  did  we  see  any  nKNre  die  Rn»* 
■ian  infittitry;  it  was  probable 
that  they  hsd  taken  some  posi- 
tion: they  ought  to  have  let 
nothing  escape.  The  next  day 
we  pushed  on  two  leagues 
farther; 
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fanher;  we  hailed  in  a  wreftdied 
banlet.  It  was  there  that  the  Em- 
peror learned^  towards  the  even- 
ing, of  Ney's  arrival,  and  his  hav- 
ing joined  the  fourth  corps.  It  may 
be  easily  conceived  what  joy  he 
experienced,  and  in  what  manner 
he  received  the  Marshal  on  the 
next  day." 

6.  The  Military  Exploits,  SfC.  Sfc. 
of  Don  Jmn  Martin  Dicz^  the 
Empecinado:  translated  by  a 
General  Officer. 

John  Martin  Diez  was  born  in 
September  1 775,  in  the  town  of 
Castrillo  de  Duero,  near  Vallado- 
lid,  in  Old  Castile*  *'  His  parents, 
John  and  Lucy,  were  respected 
peasants,  descended  from  persons 
of  the  same  class;  and  John 
Martin,  from  his  infancy,  seemed 
destined  to  pursue  the  same 
coarse  of  life  as  his  forefathers. 
By  labouring  in  the  fields  he  ac- 
quired great  bodily  strength,  and 
gave  early  proof  of  the  desire  he 
Uil  to  employ  it  in  the  service  of 
his  country ;  for,  before  he  had 
attained  his  sixteenth  year,  he  ran 
away  from  his  family,  and  enlisted. 
He  was,  however  discharged,  at 
Uie  earnest  entreaties  of  his 
parents,  upon  the  fair  plea  of  his 
being  under  age. 

"  His  father,  it  seems,  died  at 
the  very  moment  that  war  was 
proclaimed  against  France,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  French 
Revolution.  John  Martin  follow- 
ing the  dictates  of  his  ^eart,  re- 
solved to  be  a  soldier,  and  in- 
stantly volunteered  his  services 
during  the  term  of  the  war.     He 


#as  adnitied  as  a  private  into  the 
regiment  of  DragowM  of  Spain,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  peace ; 
and  was  always  distinguished  for 
his  gallantry  in  the.  field,  and  for 
his  subordination  and  regularity 
in  quarters. 

*'  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  discharged,  and  returned  to 
his  home :  soon  after,  he  mi^rried 
GatalijBa  de  la  Fueote,  and  went 
to  live  in  the  town  of  Fuentecen, 
two  leagues  from  Castrillo,  and 
there  resumed  the  labours  of  the 
field. 

**  Here  he  acquired  the  nick- 
name of  Empecinado;*  and  liere 
he  was  when  the  first  division  of 
Napoleon's  troops  entered  Spain. 

"  From  the  knowledge  he  had 
acquired,  during  the  war,  of  the 
character  of  the  French,  he  con- 
ceived towards  them  the  most  in- 
veterate antipathy  :  this  was  very 
soon  made  manifest  to  his  neigh- 
bours ;  for  as  early  as  the  year 
1807,  his  sense  of  duty  and 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment alone  restrained  his  ardour, 
and  prevented  his  commencing 
warfare  upon  these  pretended 
allies.  He  continually  declared 
these  sentiments  in  his  own  and 
the  neighbouring  towns ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  prove  that  the 
French  troops  ought  at  that  mo- 
ment to  have  been  considered 
enemies  to  the  country.  When  he 
was  told  that  King  Ferdinand  had 
passed  through  Aranda  de  Duero, 
he  was  heard  to  say, '  The  French 
are  an  infamoM  people ;  Napoleon 
is  the  worst  among  them;  and,  if 
Ferdinand  once  enters  France^  he 
wiU  never  get  out  of  it,  nntilxoego 


*  The  inhabitants  of  Castrillo  de  Daero  are  indiscriminately  called  so,  in  conse- 
qoence  of  a  very  black  mnd  being  found  in  a  little  stieam  there ;  but  JSmptdnado 
becaoie  the  niclaaaie  of  Mmin  Diez  purely  in  conaequenoe  of  hU  celebrity. 

s2  and 
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and  fetch  him.'  Thn  spirited 
conduct  and  correct  opinion  seem- 
ed to  portend  that  be  was  one  of 
those  Spaniards  destined  by  Pro- 
vidence to  espouse  the  cause  of 
his  country,  to  defend  her,  and  to 
free  her  from  the  slavery  with 
which  she  was  threatened  by  the 
despot  of  France. 

**  The  instant  it  was  known 
that  King  Ferdinand  was  at 
Bayonne,  the  Empecinado  de- 
termined to  make  war  against 
the  French  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the 
month  of  March,  having  per- 
suaded two  of  his  neighbours  to 
accompany  him,  he  took  the  field, 
and  thus  most  justly  acquired  the 
title  of  the/r«/  prociaimer  of  na* 
tional  liberty.  One  of  his  two 
companions  was  a  boy  of  sixteen 
years  old,  Juan  Garcia,  of  the 
town  of  Cuevaa,  near  to  Castrilio. 

*<  He  took  post  upon  the  high- 
road from  France  to  Madrid, 
close  to  the  village  of  Onrubia, 
four  leagues  from  Aranda  de 
Duero,  conceiving  this  spot  well 
calculated  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
tercepting the  French  couriers. 
In  a  few  hours  he  got  possession 
of  the  correspondence  of  a  courier, 
who  escaped  only  by  the  fleetness 
of  his  horse,  but  who  left  behind 
him  the  guide  and  letter-bags. 

**  A  few  days  afterwards  he 
intercepted  and  killed  another 
courier,  and  thus  supplied  himsdf 
with  a  horse  and  arms." 

At  first  we  find  this  intrepid 
chief,  with  twelve  or  fifteen  com- 

Knions,  -  undertaking  the  most 
sbing  affairs ;  and  at  last  he 
is  seen  at  the  head  of  from  1500 
to  5000  brave  men,  facing  the 
strongest  columns  of  the  enemy 
in  the  field,  baffling  armies  sent 
to  surround  him,  shutting  up  gar- 
risons, and  cutting  off  supplies, 


by  an  activity  wbidi  Memed  to 
quadruple  his  force,  and  make  tl^ 
name  of  Empecinado  a  shield  to 
the  people  and  a  terror  to  their 
invaders. 

**  Amongst  the  early  and  bold 
operations  of  diis  chief,  one  in 
particular  deserves  notice,  the 
capture  of  a  convoy,  in  which  wss 
a  carriage  conve3ring  a  female  re- 
lation or  friend  of  Marshal  Mon- 
cey.  This  coach  was  escorted  by 
twelve  soldiers,  in  the  centre  of 
two  columns  of  six  thousand  men 
each,  about  a  mile  asunder.  The 
Empecinado,  with  eight  of  his  peo- 
ple, was  concealed  close  to  tbe 
town  of  Caravias.  He  allowed 
the  leading  column  to  pass,  then 
boldly  rushed  upon  the  convoy, 
put  to  death  the  whole  of  the  es- 
cort, seiased  and  carried  off  the 
carriage;  and  when  the  alarm 
was  given,  Martha  and  his  prise 
were  in  safety  in  the  mountains, 
and  he  effectually  eluded  the  long 
and  strict  search  which  was  made 
after  him.  He  was  only  able  to 
save  the  life  of  one  of  the  men 
servants  and  of  the  lady,  whom 
he  not  only  saved,  but,  as  she  was 
with  child,  he  sent  her  to  his  own 
house  that  she  might  receive  care 
and  attention.  The  convoy  turn- 
ed out  a  prize  of  great  value ;  it 
consisted  of  money,  some  jelvels, 
and  a  variety  of  ornamental  trin- 
kets lor  women,  military  effects, 
such  as  officers'  epaulets,  gold  and 
silver  lace,  and  sword-blades. 
Martin  divided  a  great  portion  of 
these  things  amongst  his  men ;  be 
took  a  share  himself;  but  he  re- 
served for  the  govemnient  the 
principal  part,  which  he  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  General  Guests, 
in  Salamanca;  thus  giving  an 
unequivocal  proof  of  his  disinte- 
rested feelings,  for  an  order  bftd 

been 
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b«en  issued  by  the  government 
(the  .  central  junta),  that  every 
thing  taken  from  the  enemy  by 
the  patriot  partiea  should  exclu- 
sively belong  to  them." 

Gradually  acquiring  strength, 
the  Empecinado  at  length  passed 
into  the  province  of  Guadalazara, 
acting  as  a  general  at  his  own  dis- 
cretion, and  made  the  vicinity  of 
Madrid  the  theatre  of  his  incredi- 
ble exertions. 

The  following  answer  of  Martin 
to  an  intriguing  letter  of  General 
Hugo,  a  renegade  Spaniard,  in- 
viting him  over  to  the  side  of 
King  Joseph,  is  remarkable. 

"  Sir, — I  value  as  I  ought  the 
opinion  you  have  formed  of  me ; 
I  have  formed  a  very  bad  one  of 
you  :  nevertheless  if  you  sincerely 
repent  your  atrocities,  and  tired 
of  being  a  slave  you  wish  to  re- 
cover your  liberty  in  the  service 
of  a  free  nation,  valiant  as  she  is 
generous,  the  Empecinado  ofiers 
you  his  protection. 

*'That  Massenaand  his  army 
surrendered  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  would  seem  to  admit  of 
DO  doubt ;  but  allowing  it  to  be 
untrue,  certain  it  is  that  if  he  has 
not  already  perished,  he  will  soon 
be  destroyed;  for  fortune,  his 
mother,  has  for  a  long  time  turned 
her  back  upon  him. 

'<  There  is  little  doubt  that 
the  actual  state  of  things  must 
soon  terminate,  for  it  appears  that 
all  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
combined  against  the  French: 
however,  without  that  circum- 
stance, Spain  has  always  had  and 
now  particularly  has  more  force, 
energy,  and  constancy,  tlian  are 
required  merely  to  humble  the 
legions  of  your  king* 

.  "  Corrupt  and  venal  men  alone 
can  find  in  your  Josqih,  the  First 
^i^g  of  Madrid!  those   qualities 


which  you  suppose  him  to  have — 
if  he  be  so  good  a  man,  why  does 
he  commit  and  suffer  to  be  com- 
mitted such  atrocities?  A  proud 
and  perfidious  usurper  can  never 
be  a  good  man!  The  Spaniards  who 
take  part  with  the  brother  of  Na- 
poleon must  be  very  few,  but,  if 
there  were  many,  they  must  always 
be  the  vilest  and  most  detestable ; 
the  sound  part  of  the  nation, 
which  is  the  great  majority,  and 
which  constitutes  her  strength, 
abhors  and  detests  even  the  very 
name  of  a  Frenchman.    . 

"  I  am  quite  astonished  at  your 
holding  out  and  breathing  senti- 
ments of  humanity  !  Publish  your 
humanity  at  Guadalaxara,  Si- 
guenza,  Huete,  Cefiientes,  Frillo, 
Douon,  Ita,  in  the  towns  of  the 
valleys,  in  short  in  every  village 
and  spot  that  has  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  visited  by  either  you 
or  your  soldiers !  will  they  believe 
you  I  and  I  who  have  witnessed 
your  </«//*,  how  am  I  to  credit 
your  words  ? 

**  Ip  vain  do  you  labour  if  you 
think  to  dissuade  either  me  or  any 
of  my  soldiers  from  our  honour- 
able undertaking ;  be  well  assured 
that  so  long  as  one  single  soldier 
of  mine  is  alive,  the  war  will  be 
carried  on  :  they  have  all,  in  imi- 
tation of  their  chief,  sworn  eternal 
war  against  Napoleon  and  those 
vile  slaves  who  follow  him.  If 
you  please,  you  may  tell  your  king 
and  your  brethren  in  arms,  that 
the  Empecinado  and  his  troops 
will  die  in  defence  of  their 
country. 

♦•  They  never  can  unite  them- 
selves to  men  debased,  without 
honour,  without  faith,  and  with- 
out religion  of  any  kind !  Be  good 
enough  to  cease  to  write  to  me. 
" I  am  the  Empecinado*^ 

Of  the  nature  of  his  escapes 

and 
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and  adventures,  the  following  will 
aflS>rd  an  idea : 

•<  On  the  6th  of  February  the 
enemy  advanced  against  Siguensa, 
but  our  chief  beat  them  back  to 
Mirabuenoy  where  they  were  rein- 
forced; and  upon  the  7th  they 
marched  again  upon  Siguenaa. 
An  action  commenced  upon  the 
heights  of  Rebollar,  and  a  heavy 
column  of  cavalry,  profiting  by  a 
momentary  confusion  in  a  part  of 
the  line  of  Spanish  infantry,  made 
a  desperate  charge  and  took  above 
one  thousand  prisoners.  Our 
chief  was  not  in  that  part  of  the 
line  where  this  occurred,  but  im- 
mediately repaired  to  it  in  the 
hope  of  remedying  the  evil,  when 
he  was  recognized  by  the  pcijured 
corps  of  Spaniards  under  the 
orders  of  the  iofamous  Villagar* 
cia,  who  rushed  upon  him,  and  he 
was  only  able  to  save  himself  by 
the  desperate  means  of  throwing 
himself  down  a  precipice  ;  pre- 
ferring even  that  sort  of  death  to 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rene- 
gade Spaniards. 

''  He  was  saved ;  but  the  con- 
sequence of  his  fall  was  a  severe 
illness,  which  obliged  him  to  go 
to  Monterigo,  Almadwar^  and 
Arcot^  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health.  He  was  driven  from  one 
town  to  another  by  the  enemy, 
when  they  discovered  where  he 
was  ;  however  he  escaped  their 
persecution.  •  -  - 

'*  Our  general  was  celebrated 
for  taking  as  bold  a  part  in  every 
enterprise  and  batde  that  was 
fought,  as  the  bravest  soldier  of 
his  division ;  and  in  this  affair  he 
gave  a  signal  proof  of  the  attach- 
ment he  felt  for  every  individual 
of  it :  one  of  his  trumpeters,  who 
was  made  prisoner  and  was  guard- 
ed by  three  dragoons,  called  out 
to  him«  '  Generfldf  I  was  once  in 


Joseph's  service,  ihey  are  goii^ 
to  shoot  me.'  He  instantly  rasb- 
ed  alone  upon  this  party  like 
lightning,  and  set  at  liber^  the 
prisoner  :  two  officers  of  French 
dragoons,  who  knew  the ,  person 
of  the  Empecinado,  charged  at 
him ;  the  first  who  came  up  he 
shot  dead,  and  whilst  resisting  the 
attack  of  the  other,  some  of  his 
own  soldiers  came  up,  and  the 
second  officer  shared  the  fate  of 
his  companion.  -  -  - 

"  On  the  14th  he  returned  to 
Guadalaxara,  and  the  following 
day  the  garrison  surrendered  to 
him;  on  the  16th  he  took  posses- 
sion of  that  city,  which  for  three 
years  had  been  the  locus  of  the 
banditti  who  had  been  persecating 
him. 

*'  The  surrender  of  this  place 
enabled  the  Empecinado  to  equip 
his  corps  brilliantly ;  grenadier 
caps,  accoutrements,  caps  for  the 
infantry,  clothing;  in  short  his 
division  put  on  the  appearance  of 
highly-dressed  soldiers." 

These  extracts  show  how  the 
Empeteinado  was  incessantly  em- 
ployed for  the  five  or  six  yean 
during  which  he  contended  Ibr 
the  freedom  of  his  native  land. 
Of  so  extraordinary  a  roan  we  are 
desirous  (o  know  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  we  are  induced  to  copy 
the  portrait  of  a  hero  equal  to. 
Grecian  fame. 

The  Empecinado  **ia  a  little 
above  the  middle  stature,  with  a 
firmly  knit  and  muscular  frame, 
which  indicates  a  capability  of 
sustaining  privation  and  fiuigiie  : 
his  comiSexion  is  dark»  his  beard 
strong  and  of  a  sable  hue^  hb 
eyes  black,  animated,  and  spark* 
ling.  His  mental  powers  aijf. 
strong,  and  calm  in  acting,  and 
both  dear  and  quick  in  peroeiviog.  ■ 
Of  this  Buperiority  he  has  given 
unequivocal 
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unequivocal  proofs  in  the  high 
military  talent  he  displayed ;  for 
he  is  active,  enterprising»  judi- 
cioas ;  and  hy  his  personal  exam- 
ple inspiring  the  brave  whh 
heroism,  and  the  timid  with  reso- 
lution— in  his  letters— in  his  ce- 
lebrated address  to  the  king— and 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
home  adversity,  calumny  and 
prosperity.  The  qualities  of  his 
heart  are  of  a  correspondmg 
stamp.  -  -  -  He  raised  and  orga- 
nised an  army  without  money 
and  without  support,  when  sur- 
rounded by  an  active  enemy ;  and, 
though  exposed  to  great  and 
various  difficulties,  and  embar- 
rassed by  envy,  jealousy,  intrigue, 
and  mutiny,  he  was  victorious 
over  the  experienced  commanders 
and  disciplined  legions  of  hostile 
France. 

7.  Life  of  William  Davison,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  Privy  Coun- 
se/lor  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  By 
N.  H.  Nicholas,  Esq.  8vo. 

The  fdUowing  letters,  extracted 
from  the  above  work,  afford  a 
more  convincing  proof  than  has 
before  been  published,  that  James 
was  not  only  no  party  to,  but  a 
strenuous  opposer  of  the  iniqui- 
tous deed  of  the  execution  of  his 
mother.  While  the  wary  Secre- 
'  tary  only  preferred  the  ostensibly 
legal  assassination  at  i  otheringay, 
for  which  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
made  responsible,  to  the  deep 
damnation  of  that  secret  taking 
off  for  which  Eliaabeth  was  so 
anxious,  and  which  would  in&lli- 
bly  have  been  visited  upon  the 
heads  of  iu  immediate  agente  as 
scape-goats  for  royalty,  the  King 
of  Scotland  interfered  with  all  the 
ardour  of  filial  pie^  to  save  his 


devoted  paient«  The  followisig 
are  literal  copies  of  his  letters, 
made  from  the  originals,  and  un- 
questionaUy  the  most  interesting 
ftetures  in  the  present  volume : 

«*  To  Maister  Archibald  Douglas, 
October  1586. 
*'  Reserve  up  youreself  na 
longer  in  the  earnist  dealing  for 
my  mother,  for  ye  have  done  it  to 
long,  and  thinke  not  that  any 
youre  travells  can  do  goode,  if  hir 
lyfe  be  taikin,  for  then  adeu  with 
my  dealing  with  tbaime  that  are 
the  speciall  instrumentis  thairof, 
and  tnairfore  gif  ye  look  for  the 
contineuance  of  my  favoure  tou- 
arcis  you,  spaire  na  painis  nor 
plainnes  in  this  cace,  hot  reid  my 
lettir  wrettin  to  william  Keith, 
and  conforme  youreself  quhollie 
to  tlie  contentis  thairof,  &  in  this 
requeist  lett  me  reape  the  fruictis 
of  youre  great  credit  tliaire,  ather 
now  or  never,  fair  well. 

«  James  R." 

**  A  Madame  ma  tres  chere  sceur 
et  cousins  la  royne  d'angleterre. 
"  Madame,  and  dearest  sister, 
if  ye  coulde  have  knouin  quhaS 
divers  thochtis  have  agitat  my 
mynde  since  my  directing  of  Wil- 
liam Keith  unto  you,  for  the 
Bollisting  of  this  matter  quhairto 
nature  and  honor  so  greatly  and 
unfeynedly  bindis  and  ofadeissis 
me;  If,  I  say,  ye  kneu  quhat 
dyvers  thochtis  I  have  bene  in, 
and  quhat  iust  greif  Ihadd  ueying 
deeply  the  thing  its^,  if  so  it 
should  proceid,  as  godd  forbidd^ 
quhat  eventis  micht  follou  thair* 
upon,  quhat  number  of  straitis  I 
uold  be  drevin  unto,  &,  amongst 
the  rest,  hou  it  micht  perrell  my 
reputation  amongst  my  subiecu } 
If  thaiie  thingts,  I  yett  say  againe^ 
nayre  knouin  unto  yoU|  then 
N  doubt 
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donbt  I  not  but  ye  wold  bo  ftrr 
pittie  my  cace,  as  it  wold  easeiy 
mak  you  at  the  first  to  resolve 
your  ouin  [mind]  best  unto  it.  I 
doubt  greatlie  in  quhat  facon  to 
writt  in  this  purpois,  for  ye  have 
allreaddie  taken  sa  evill  with  my 
playnness,  as  I  feare  if  I  shall 
persist  in  that  course  ye  shall  ra- 
ther be  exasperattit  to  passion  is 
in  reading  the  wordis  then  by  the 
plainness  thairof  be  persuadit  to 
consider  richtlie  the  simple  treuth, 
yett  iusdie  prefFerring  the  deutie 
of  ane  honest  freind  to  the  sud- 
daine  passionis  of  one,  quho  hou 
soone  they  be  past  can  uyslier 
uey  the  reasonis  then  I  can  sett 
thaime  doune.  I  have  resolvid 
in  feu  uordis  &  plaine,  to  gif  you 
freindly  and  best  advyce,  appeal- 
ing to  youre  r3rpest  judgement  to 
discerne  thairupon  :  quhat  thing, 
Madame,  can  greatiier  touche 
me  in  honoure  that  both  is  d  kinge 
&  a  Sonne,  then  that  my  nearest 
neihboure,  being  in  straittest 
ireindshipp  with  me,  shall  rigour- 
uslie  putt  to  death  4  free  souve- 
raigne  prince,  &  my  naturall 
mother,  alyke  in  estaite  and  sexe 
to  hir  that  so  uses  bir,  albeit  sub- 
ject, I  grant,  to  a  harder  fortoune, 
and  touching  hir  nearlie  in  proxi- 
mitie  of  bloode;  quhat  law  of 
godd  can  permittthat  iustice  shall 
strikke  upon  thaime  quhom  he  hes 
appointid  supreame  dispensatouis 
of  the  same  under  him,  quhom 
he  hath  callidgoddis,  &,  thairfore, 
subiectid  to  the  censoure  of  none 
in  earth,  quhose  anointing  by  godd 
cannot  be  defylid  be  man  unre* 
venged  by  the  authoure  thairof, 
quho  being  supreme  &  immediate 
lieutenantis  of  godd  in  heaven, 
cannot  thairefoire  be  iudgit  by 
thaire  seqoallis  in  earth ;  quat 
monstruouse   tfainge  is   it,   that 


souveraigne  princes  thaimetdfis 
sboulde  be  the  exemple  giveris  of 
thaire  ouen  sacred  diademes  pro- 
phaining,then  quhat  shoulde  move 
you  to  this  forme  of  proceidiog 
(supposin  the  worst,  quhicbe  in 
goode  faith  I  looke  not  for  at  your 
handis,)  honoure  or  profeitt ;  ho- 
noure waire  it  to  you  to  spaire 
quhen  it  is  least  lookid  for ;  ho- 
noure waire  it  to  you  (quhich  is 
not  onlie  my  friendlie  advyce  but 
my  eamist  suite)  to  tak  me  &  all 
other  princes  jn  europe  eternally 
beholdin  unto  you,  in  granting 
this  my  so  reasonable  request,  & 
not  (appardon  I  pray  you  my  free 
speaking)  to  putt  princes  to 
straittis  of  honoure,  quhair  throudi 
youre  generall  reputation  &  the 
universal  (almost)  mislyking  of 
you,  may  daingerouslieperrell  both 
in  honoure  &  utillitie  your  per- 
sonne&  estate :  yeknou,  Madame, 
uell  aneuch  hou  small  difference 
cicero  concludis  to  be  betwixt 
utile  &  honestum  in  his  discourse 
thairof,  and  quhicbe  of  thaime 
oucht  to  be  framed  to  the  other ; 
&  nou,  madame,  to  concluide,  I 
pray  you  so  to  uey  thir  feu  argu- 
mentis,  that  as  I  ever  presumed 
of  youre  nature,  so  the  quhole 
worlde  may  praise  your  subieetis 
for  thsir  deutifull  caire  for  your 
preservation,  &  youreself  for 
youre  princelie  pittie,  the  doing 
quhairof  enlie  belangis  unto  yoo, 
the  parfbrming  quhairof  onlie 
apparteynis  unto  you,  &  the  praise 
thairof  onlie  will  ever  be  yoarit: 
respect  then,  goode  sister,  this  my 
first  so  long  contineuid  &  so  ear* 
nist  request,  dispatching  my  am- 
bassadouis  with  suche  i  comfort- 
able ansoure  as  may  become  your 
persone  to  gtv«,  &  as  my  loriog 
&  honest  hairt  unto  yoo  mentis 
to  ressave;  b^it  in  kaice  any  do 
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vaunt  tbaimselfis  to  know  furtlier 
of  my  mynde  in  this  matter,  then 
ray  ambiuaadouis  do,  quho  indeid 
are  fullie  aquentid  thairwith.  I 
pray  you  not  to  takk  me  to  be  a 
cameleon,  but  by  the  contrairie, 
thai  me  to  be  maiiciouae  impos- 
teuris  as  suirlie  thay  are  ;  and 
thus  praying  you  hairtlie  to  ex- 
cuse my  to  ruide  and  longsum 
lettir,  I  committ  you,  madame, 
and  dearest  sister,  to  the  blessid 
protection  of  the  most  hie,  quho 
mott  give  you  grace  so  to  resolve 
in  this  maitter,  as  may  be  hono- 
rabill  for  you,  and  most  acceptable 
to  him :  from  my  palleis,  of  holi- 
mdhouse,  the  26  day  of  Januarie, 
1586. — Youre  most  loving  &  af- 
fectionate brother  &  cousin, 

"  James  R." 


8.  An  Authmtic  Narrative  of  the 
last  hours  of  Sir  Walter  Raw- 
leighi  From  Mr.  Disraeli's 
Work. 

"  The  close  of  the  life  of  Sir 
Walter  Rawleigh  was  as  extraor- 
dinary as  many  parts  of  his  varied 
history :  the  promptitude  and 
sprightliness  of  his  genius,  his 
carelessness  of  life,  and  the  equa- 
nimity of  that  great  spirit  in 
quitting  the  world,  can  only  be 
paralleled  by  a  few  other  heroes 
and  sages : — Rawleigh  was  both ! 
But  it  is  not  simply  his  dignified 
yet  active  conduct  on  the  scaffold, 
nor  his  admirable  speech  on  that 
occasion,  circumstances  by  which 
many  great  men  are  judged,  when 
their  energies  are  excited  for  a 
moment  to  act  so  great  a  part, 
before  the  eyes  of  the  world  as* 
sembled  at  their  feet — it  is  not 
these  only  which  claim  our  notice. 

"  We  may  pause  with  admira- 
tion on  the  real  grandeur  of  Raw- 


kigh's  character^  not  from  a 
single  circumstance,  however 
great,  but  from  a  tissue  of  conti- 
nued little  incidents,  which  oc- 
curred from  the  moment  of  his  ' 
condemnation  till  he  laid  his  head 
on  the  block.  Rawleigh  was  a 
man  of  such  mark,  that  he  deeply 
engaged  the  attention  of  his  con- 
temporaries ;  and  to  this  we  owe 
the  preservation  of  several  inter- 
esting particulars  of  what  he  did 
and  what  he  said,  which  have  en- 
tered into  his  life;  but  all  has 
not  been  told  in  the  published 
narratives.  Contemporary  wri- 
ters in  their  letters  have  set  down 
every  fresh  incident,  and  eiigerly 
caught  up  his  sense,  his  wit,  and, 
what  is  more  delightful,  those 
marks  of  the  natural  cheerfulness 
of  his  invariable  presence  of 
mind ;  nor  could  these  have  arisen 
from  any  affectation  or  parade,  for 
we  shall  see  that  they  served  him 
even  in  his  last  tender  farewell  to 
his  lady,  and  on  many  unpremedi- 
tated occasions. 

**  I  have  drawn  together  into  a 
short  compass  every  fact  concern- 
ing the  feelings  and  conduct  of 
Rawleigh  at  these  solehin  mo- 
ments of  his  life,  which  my 
researches  have  furnished,  not 
omitting  those  which  are  known  : 
to  have  preserved  only  the  new, 
would  be  to  mutilate  the  statue, 
and  to  injure  the  whole  by  an  im- 
perfect view. 

'*  Rawleigh  one  morning  was 
taken  out  of  his  bed,  in  a  fit  of 
fever,  and  unexpectedly  hurried, 
not  to  his  trial,  but  to  a  sentence 
of  death.  The  story  is  well 
known. — Yet  pleading  with  '  a 
voice  grown  weak  by  sickness, 
and  an  ague  he  had  at  that  instant 
on  him,'  he  used  every  means  to 
avert  his  fate:  he  did,  therefore^ 
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value  the  life  he  could  so  easily 
p^rt  with.  His  judges  there,  at 
least,  respected  their  state  crimi* 
nal,  aod  they  addressed  him  in  a 
far  different  tone  than  he  had  fif- 
teen years  before  listened  to  from 
Coke.  Yelverton,  the  attorney- 
general,  said,—*  Sir  Walter  Raw- 
leigh  hath  been  as  a  star  at  which 
the  world  hare  gazed ;  but  stars 
may  fall,  nay,  they  must  fall,  when 
they  trouble  the  sphere  where 
they  abide.'  And  the  lord  chief 
justice  noticed  Rawleigh's  great 
work : — *  I  know  that  you  have 
been  valiant  and  wise,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  you  retam  both  these  vir- 
tues, for  now  you  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  use  them.  Your  book  is 
an  admirable  work;  I  would 
give  youfounsel,  but  I  know  you 
can  apply  unto  yourself  far  better 
than  I  am  able  to  give  you/  But 
the  judge  ended  with  saying, 
'execution  is  granted.*  It  was 
stifling  Rawleigh  with  roses;  and 
it  was  listening  to  fame  from  the 
voice  of  death. 

**  He  declared,  that  now  being 
old,  sickly,  and  in  disgrace,  and 
'  certain  were  he  allowed  to  live, 
to  go  to  it  again,  life  was  weari- 
some to  him,  and  all  he  intreated 
was  to  have  leave  to  speak  freely 
at  his  farewell,  to  satis^  the  world 
that  he  was  ever  loyal  to  the  king, 
and  a  true  lover  of  the  common- 
wealth :  for  this  he  would  seal 
with  his  blood.' 

**  Rawleigh,  on  his  return  to 
his  prison,  while  some  were  de- 
ploring his  fate,  observed,  that 
<  the  world  itself  is  but  a  larger 
prison,  ont  of  which  some  are 
daily  selected  for  execution/ 

^  That  last  night  of  his  exist- 
eace  was  occupied  by  writing 
what  the  letter- writer  calls  *a  re* 
membranoer  to  be  left  with  his 


lady,'  to  acquaint  tlie  world  with 
his  sentinBCBts,  should  he  be  de« 
nied  their  delivery  from  the  scaf- 
fold, as  he  had  been  at  the  bar  of 
the  King's  Bench.  His  ladj 
visited  him  that  night,  and  amidst 
her  tears  acquainted  him,  that  she 
had  obtained  the  favour  of  dis* 
posing  of  his  body ;  to  which  be 
answered  smiling,  'It  is  well, 
Bess,  that  thou  mayst  dispose  of 
that  dead,  thou  hadst  not  always 
the  disposing  of  when  it  was  alive.^ 
Ai  midnight  he  intreated  her  to 
leave  him.  It  must  have  been 
then  that,  with  unshaken  fortitude, 
Rawleigh  sat  down  to  compose 
those  verses  on  his  death,  which 
being  short,  the  most  a|^ropriate 
may  be  repeated. 
*'  Even  gtich  Is  Time,  that  tmkcson  tniu 

Oar  youth,  our  joys,  our  all  we  have. 
And  pays  us  but  with  age  and  dust ; 

Wiio  in  the  dark  and  silent  srsve. 
When  we  have  wander'd  all  our  ways, 
Shuts  up  the  story  of  our  dajrs!*' 

He  has  added  two  other  lines  ex- 
pressive of  his  trust  in  his  resur- 
rection. Their  authenticity  is 
confirmed  by  the  writer  of  the 
present  letter,  as  well  as  another 
writer,  inclosing  *  half  a  dosen 
verses,  which  Sir  Walter  made  the 
night  before  his  death,  to  take  hk 
farewell  of  poetry,  wherein  he  had 
been .  a  scribbler  even  from  hu 
youth .'  The  indosure  is  not  now 
with  the  letter.  Chamberlain, 
the  writer,  was  an  intelligent  mad 
of  the  world,  but  not  imbued  with 
any  deep  tincture  of  literature. 
On  the  same  night  Rawleigh 
wrote  this  distich  on  the  candle 
burning  dimly: 

*'  Cowards  fear  to  die ;  but  courage  stout, 
Rather  than  lite  in  snuff,  will  beput  oat** 

At  this  solemn  moment,  beforehe 
lay  down  to  rest,  and  at  the  in- 
stant of  parting  from  hm  lady, 
with  all  his  domestic  aflfectioot 

still 
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■till  warm,  to  espteMhis  fedii^t 
in  verse  was  with  bim  a  natural 
effusion,  and  one  to  which  he  had 
long  been  used.  It  is  peculiar 
in  the  fate  of  Rawleigh,  that  bav* 
ing  before  suffered  a  long  impri- 
sonment  with  an  expectation  of  a 
public  death,  his  mind  had  been 
accustomed  to  its  contemplation, 
and  had  oflen  dwelt  on  the  event 
which  was  now  passing.  The 
soul,  in  its  sudden  departure,  and 
its  future  state,  is  often  the  sub- 
ject of  his  few^  poems;  that  most 
original  one  of  '  The  Farewell/ 

Goaoul!  the  body's  gues^ 
Upon  s  thanklett  trrsnd,  &c. 

is  attributed  to  Rawleigh,  though 
on  uncertain  evidence.  But  an- 
other, entitled  '  The  Pilgrimage,* 
has  this  beautiful  passage: 

*'  Give  me  my  scallop  shell  of  quiet. 

My  staff  of  truth  to  walk  upon. 
My  scrip  of  joy  immortal  diet ; 

My  bottle  of  salvation } 
My  gown  of  glory,  Hope's  true  gage ; 

And  thus  TU  take  my  pilgrimage — 
Whilst  my  soul,  like  a  quiet  Palmer, 

Travelletfa  towards  the  land  of  Heaven." 

*'Rawleigh*8  cheerfulness  was 
so  remarkable,  and  his  fearless- 
ness of  death  so  marked,  that 
the  Dean  of  Westminster,  who 
attended  him,  at  first  wondering 
at  the  hero,  reprehended  the 
lightness  of  his  manner;  'but 
Rawleigh  gave  God  thanks  that 
he  had  never  feared  death,  for 
it  was  but  an  opinion  and  an 
imagination ;  and  as  for  the 
manner  of  death,  he  had  rather 
die  so  than  of  a  burning  fever ; 
and  that  some  might  have  made 
shows  outwardly,  but  he  felt  the 
oy  within.  The  Dean  says,  that 
e  made  no  more  of  his  death 
than  if  he  had  been  to  take  a 
journey ;  '  Not,'  said  be,  *  but 
that  I  am  a  great  sinner,  for  I 


{ 


have  been  a  soldier,  a  seaman* 
and  a  courtier.'  The  writer  of  a 
manuscript  letter  tells  us,  that  the 
Dean  declared  he  died  not  only 
religiously,  but  he  found  him  to 
be  a  man  as  ready  and  as  able  to 
give  as  to  take  instruction. 

'*  On  the  morning  of  his  death 
he  smoked,  as  usual,  his  favourite 
tobacco,  and  when  they  brought 
bim  a  cup  of  excellent  sack,  being 
asked  how  he  liked  it,  Rawleigh 
answered,  *  As  the  fellow,  that, 
drinking  of  St.  Giles's  bowl,  a« 
he  went  to  Tyburn,  said,  '  that 
was  good  drink  if  a  man  might 
tarry  by  it.'     The  day  before,  in 
passing  from  Westminster-haU  to 
the  Gate-house,  his  eye  had  caught 
Sir  Hugh  Beeston  in  the  throng, 
and  calling  on  him,  requested  that 
he  would  see  him  die  to-morrow. 
Sir  Hugh,  to  secure  himself  a  seat 
on  the  scaffold,  had  provided  him* 
self  with  a  letter  to  the  sheriff, 
which  was  not  read  at  the  time^ 
and  Sir  Walter  found  his  friend 
thrust  by,  lamenting  that  he  could 
not  get  there.     *  Farewell !'  ex* 
claimed  Rawleigh,  *  I  know  not 
what  shift  you  will  make,  but  I 
am   sure  to  have  a  place.'     In 
going  firom  the  prison  to  the  scaf- 
fold,   among  others    who    were 
pressing  hard  to  see  him,  one  old 
man,  whose  head  was  bald,  came 
very    forward,    insomuch     that 
Rawleigh  noticed  him,  and  asked, 
'  whether  he  would  have  aught 
of  him  V    The  old  man  answered* 
'  Nothing  but  to  see  him,  and  to 
pray  to  God  for  him.'    Rawleigh 
replied,    *  I  thank    thee,    good 
friend,  and  I  am  sorry  I  have  no 
better  thing  to  return  thee  for 
thy  good  will.'     Observing  hit 
bald  head,    he  continued,    '  but 
take  this  night-cap*  (which  waa  a 
very  rich  wrought  one  that  he 
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^ore)  for  thou  hast  more  need  of 
it  now  than  I.' 

"  His  dress,  as  was  usual  with 
him,  was  elegant,  if  not  rich. 
Oldys  describes  it,  but  mentions, 
that  *  he  had  a  wrought  night-cap 
under  his  hat,'  which  we  have 
otherwise  disposed  of;  his  rufF- 
band,  a  black  wrought  velvet 
night-gown  over  a  hair-coloured 
satin  doublet,  and  a  blac^  wrought 
waistcoat;  black  cut  tafTety 
breeches,  and  ash-coloured  silk 
stockings. 

*'  He  ascended  the  scaffold 
with  the  same  cheerfulness  he  had 
passed  to  it;  and  observing  the 
lords  seated  at  a  distance,  some  at 
windows,  he  requested  they  would 
approach  him,  as  he  wished  what 
he  had  to  say  they  should  all  wit- 
ness. This  request  was  complied 
with  by  several.  His  speech  is 
well  known;  but  some  copies 
contain  matters  not  in  others. 
When  he  finished,  he  requested 
Lord  Arundel  that  the  king  would 
not  suflPer  any  libels  to  defame 
him  aHer  death — '  And  now  1 
have  long  journey  to  go,  and 
must  take  my  leave.'  '  He  em- 
braced all  the  lords  and  other 
friends  with  such  courtly  compli- 
ments, as  if  he  had  met  them  at 
some  feast,'  says  a  letter-writer. 
Having  taken  off  his  gown,  he 
called  to  the  beads-man  to  show 
him  the  axe,  which  not  being  in- 
stantly done,  he  repeated,  '  I 
prithee  let  me  see  it.  Dost  thou 
think  that  I  am  afraid  of  it  V  He 
passed  the  edge  lightly  over  his 
finger,  and  smiling,  observed  to 
the  sheriff,  •  This  is  a  sharp  me- 
dicine, but  a  sound  cure  for  all 
diseases,'  and  kissing  it,  laid  it 
down.  Another  writer  has, '  Thife 
it  that,  that  will  cure  all  sorrows.' 
After   this,    he   went   to    three 


several  corners  of  the  scaffold, 
and  kneeling  down,  desired  all 
the  people  to  pray  for  him,  and 
recited  a  long  prayer  to  himself. 
When  he  began  to  fit  himself  for 
the  block,  he  ;  first  laid  himself 
down  to  try  how  the  block  fitted 
him  ;  afler  rising  up,  the  execu- 
tioner kneeled  down  to  ask  his 
forgiveness,  which  Rawleigh  with 
an  embrace  did,  but  intreated  liim 
not  to  strike  till  he  gave  a  token 
by  lifting  up  his  hand,  *  and  then, 
fear  not,  but  strike  home  /*  When 
he  laid  his  head  down  to  receive 
the  stroke,  the  executioner  de- 
sired him  to  lay  his  face  towards 
the  east.  '  It  was  no  great  nat- 
tei:  which  way  a  man'8|head  stood, 
so  the  heart  lay  right,'  said  Raw- 
leigh ;  but  these  were  not  his  last 
words.  He  was  once  more  to 
speak  in  this  world  with  the  same 
intrepidity  he  had  lived  in  it—for, 
having  lain  some  minutes  on  the 
block  in  prayer,  he  gave  the  sig- 
nal; but  the  executioner,  either 
unmindful,  or  in  fear,  failed  to 
•strike,  and  Rawleigh,  afler  once 
or  twice  putting  forth  his  hands, 
was  compelled  to  ask  him,  *  Why 
dost  thou  not  strike?  Stnke, 
man  !'  In  two  blows  he  was  be- 
headed ;  but  from  the  first,  bis 
body  never  shrunk  from  the  spot, 
by  any  discomposure  of  his  pos- 
ture, which,  like  his  mind,  was 
immoveable. 

*'  '  In  all  the  time  be  was  upon 
the  scaffold,  and  before,'  says  one 
of  the  manuscript  letter-wnters, 
*  there  appeared  not  the  least  al- 
teration in  him,  either  in  his  voice 
or  countenance;  but  he  seemed 
as  free  from  all  manner  of  appre- 
hension as  if  he  had  been  come 
thither  rather  to  be  a  spectator  than 
a  sufferer; — nay,  the  beholders 
seemed  much  more  sensible  dian 

did 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[77] 


did  he,  so  that  he  hath  purchased 
here  in  the  opinion  of  men  such 
honour  and  reputation,  as  it  is 
thought  his  greatest  enemies  are 
they  that  are  most  sorrowful  for 
his  death,  which  they  see  is  like 
to  turn  so  much  to  his  advantage.' 

'*  The  people  were  deeply  af- 
fected at  the  sight,  and  so  much, 
that  one  said,  that  *  we  had  not 
such  another  head  to  cut  off;' 
and  another  *  wished  the  head  and 
brains  to  be  upon  Secretary  Naun- 
ton's  shoulders.'  The  observer 
suffered  for  this ;  he  was  a  wealthy 
citizen,  and  great  newsmonger, 
and  one  who  haunted  Paul's 
Walk.  Complaint  was  made,  and 
the  citizen  summoned  to  the  privy- 
council.  He  pleaded  that  he  in- 
tended no  disrespect  to  Mr.  Se- 
cretary ;  but  only  spake  in  refe- 
rence'to  the  old  proverb,  that 
'  two  beads  were  better  than  one !' 
His  excuse  was  allowed  at  the 
moment;  but  when  afterwards 
called  on  for  a  contribution  to  St. 
Paul's  cathedral,  and  having  sub- 
scribed a  hundred  pounds,  the 
Secretary  observed  to  him,  that 
'  two  are  better  than  one,  Mr. 
Wiemark!'  eitlier  from  fear  or 
charity  the  witty  citizen  doubled 
his  subscription. 

"  Thus  died  this  glorious  and 
gallant  cavalier,  of  whom  Osborne 
says,  '  His  death  was  managed 
by  him  with  so  high  and  religious 
a  resolution,  as  if  a  Roman  had 
acted  a  Christian,  or  rather  a 
Christian  a  Roman.' 

"  After  having  read  the  pre- 
ceding article,  we  are  astonished 
at  the  greatness,  and  the  variable 
nature  of  this  extraordinary  man, 
and  this  happy  genius.  With 
Gibbon,  who  once  meditated  to 
write  his  life,  we  may  pause, 
and  pronounce  'his  character  is 


ambiguous;'  but  we  shall  not 
hesitate  to  decide,  that  Rawleigh 
knew  better  how  to  die  than  to 
live.  '  His  glorious  hours,'  says 
a  contemporary,  '  were  his  ar- 
raignment and  execution ;'  but 
never  will  be  forgotten  the  inter- 
mediate years  of  his  lettered  im- 
prisonment !" 

9.  Memoirs  of  the  Baron  de  Kolli, 
relative  to  his  Secret  Mission^  in 
1810,  for  liberating  Ferdinand 
VII,  from  Captivity  at  VaUn^ay. 

These  partake  of  the  interest 
of  Baron  Trenck's  Memoirs,  but 
involve  still  more  important  con-  ~ 
siderations. 

The  condition  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  while  a  prisoner  at  Valen- 
^ay,  and  the  consequence  of  his 
presence  in  Spain  to  unite  that 
nation  in  its  resistance  to  the  in- 
famous invasion  of  Buonaparte, 
gave  rise  to  the  attempt  of  the 
British  Government  for  his  es- 
cape, in  which  the  Baron  de  KoUi- 
was  the  immediate  agent.  Two 
or  three  selected  passages  from 
the  beginning  of  this  volume,  will 
show  that  pity  as  well  as  policy 
must  have  been  the  source  of  that 
effort  :— 

*<  The  guard  of  the  King  and 
the  Infantas  was  entrusted  to  a 
staff  officer,  whose  real  functions 
were  disguised  under  the  title  of 
commandant  of  the  royal  establuh- 
ment ;  this  agent  of  die  ministers, 
or  rather  of  the  general  police, 
detained  the  originals  of  all  letters 
addressed  to,  or  written  by,  hit 
catholic  majesty,'  and  qnly  de- 
livered or  forwarded  the  copies* 
It  is  easy  to  conceive  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  system  of  ty- 
ranny. On  the  one  hand,  the 
king  could  receive  no  news  from 

Spain 
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Spain  lihat  was  not  of  a  nature  to 
give  him  pain,  and  deprive  him 
of  all  hope;  and  on  the  other,  the 
fiilsiiication  of  his  correspondence 
by  the  police  enabled  it  to  give 
currency,  under  the  king's  name, 
to,  every  piece  of  imposture  which 
it  wished  to  be  credited,  as  to  his 
situation  and  secret  wishes.  •  -  •  - 

"  Numerous  brigades  of  gend- 
armerie were  posted  all  round  the 
environs  of  Valen9ay  ;  every  tra- 
veller was  subjected  to  the  most 
rigid  examination,  and  the  small- 
est irregularity  in  their  passports 
occasioned  the  most  unheard-of 
annoyances.  I  was  told,  that  a 
merchant  of  Bourdeaux  was  ob- 
liged to  turn  back  and  take 
another  road,  because  Fouche's 
myrmidons  did  not  find  that  his 
nose  was  so  aquiline  as  his  pass- 
port described  it. 

Having  received  his  instruc- 
tions '*  in  the  middle  of  a  volume 
of  Marmontel,  the  leaves  of  which 
bad  been  carefully  pasted  toge- 
tJier,"  the  Baron  proceeded  on  his 
mission,  the  honour  of  which  was 
even  coveted  by  the  Duke  of  Kent 
himself,  one  of  its  ardent  promo- 
ters. While  in  London,  it  gives 
us  a  strange  idea  of  such  matters 
to  be  told  by  the  Baron. 

*'  In  order  to  avoid  the  obser- 
vation of  the  French  police,  I 
never  ventured  near  the  Secretary 
df  State's  office,  but  with  the 
greatest  precaution.  Our  regu- 
lar meetings  took  place  at  a  house 
of  the  admiral's ;  Lord  Wellesley 
went  there  only  at  night,  without 
any'  attendants,  and  in  a  borrowed 
carriage.  Sir  George  Cockburn 
and  myself  entered  by  a  different 
way. 

*  **  All  these  different  papers  which  the  English  minif try  bad  procured  from  the 
best  sources  were  blank  and  signtd  ....*' 

on 


**  Towards  die  end  of  January, 
every  thing  was  arranged,  and  all 
the  plans  finally  settl^." 

And  on  sailing,  **  Albert  was 
also  the  bearer  of  a  packet  ad- 
dressed to  me,  containing  dia- 
monds to  the  imount  of  208,000 
francs  for  my  private  emolumenu, 
and  the  first  expenses  of  my  mis- 
sion; for  the  more  considerable 
disbursements  which  were  likely 
to  follow,  an  unlimited  credit  had 
been  opened  for  King  Ferdinand, 
at  a  Paris  banker's. 

'*  I  was  provided  with  seals 
and  cyphers  of  the  secretaryships 
of  state  of  Buonaparte's  govern- 
ment, French  passports,  feui/ies  de 
route,  orders  of  the  ministers  of 
war  and  marine,*  8cc.  &c.  all 
things  quite  indispensable  for  the 
success  of  such  an  enterprise. 

"  On  the  28th  of  February, 
the  expedition  sailed." 

Under  the  convoy  of  Sir  George 
Cockburn,  the  Baron  was  carried 
to  the  Bay  of  Quiberon,  a  conve- 
nient site  for  landing  on  the  coast 
of  France.  Here,  unfortunately, 
they  encountered  a  Mr.  Ferriet, 
who,  though  in  the  pay  of  Eng- 
land, was  acting  the  double  part 
of  an  agent  of  Buonaparte.  This 
fellow  partially  penetrated  the 
design,  and  betrayed  it ;  but  the 
full  developement  was  reserved  for 
a  M.  Richard,  in  whom  the  Baron 
was  led  to  confide  at  Paris,  a 
Vendean,  and  apparently  a  stanch 
Bourbonist. 

After  landing,  tlie  early  parts 
of  the  Baron's  toils  were  suffi- 
ciently difficult  and  perilous. 

**  From  the  10th  to  the  14th 
of  March  (he  tells  us)  I  travelled 
above  a  hundred  and  forty  leagues 
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o»di£fer8iit  roads,  aometimes  har* 
ing  Albert  behind,  and  sometimes 
before  me. 

"  One  of  my  first  objects  was 
to  examine  the  environs  of  Valen- 
fay;  to  reconnoitre  the  side  of 
the  park  which  could  be  scaled ; 
and  the  windows  of  the  king's 
smaller  apartments.  I  had  very 
soon  obtained  the  needful  infor- 
mation, and  settled  in  my  own 
mind  the  best  plan  of  execution ; 
it  only  remained  to  set  it  a-going. 
I  first  repaired  to  Paris  in  order 
to  receiTe  30,000  francs  in  money; 
from  thence  I  despatched  towards 
Orleans  the  saddle-horses  which 
were  to  serve  for  the  first  relays, 
after  the  king's  escape." 

The  other  particulars  of  the 
plot  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate,  as 
they  were  all  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  treachery  we  have  alluded 
to.  He  was  arrested  by  the  po- 
lice, and,  after  several  pumpings, 
he  says : 

'*  The  same  day,  the  8th  of 
April  1810,  I  was  taken  back  to 
Vincennes,  which  f  never  left  for 
four  years  afterwards. 

**  The  strictest  orders  were 
given  to  interdict  me  from  all 
communication  with-  the  exterior 
or  interior,  and  to  increase  the 
severity  of  close  confinement,  by 
depriving  me  of  paper,  pens,  ink, 
he.  &c.  The  keeper  was  enjoined 
to  sleep  in  my  cell,  to  be  on  his 
guard  against  my  af&cted  tran- 
quillity, to  listen  to  any  questions, 
but  to  answer  none,  and  finally  to 
make  an  exact  report  of  every 
thing." 

Daily  expecting  death,  and 
being  subjected  to  the  cruellest 
treatment,  his  sufferings  here  were 
horrible.  Nor  was  he  alone  in 
this  misery.  France  held  in  her 
various  prisons  at  this  time  about 


4000  prisoDers  of  state,  <^  whom 
one-fourth  were  of  the  higher 
classes  ;  and  the  Donjon  of  Vin- 
cennes was  not  without  its  com- 
panionship. Strictly  as  the  author 
was  incarcerated,  he  contrived  to 
have  intercourse  with  some  of  the 
unfortunate  inmates  of  that  pri- 
son ; — among  others^  the  Counts 
de  Polignac,  one  of  them  now  the 
French  ambassador  in  London. 

"  Several  times  (before  the 
gaoler  informed  him  of  the  desire 
of  these  loyal  noblemen  to  visit 
his  cell)— several  times  (he  relates) 
in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
nights,  I  fancied  I  had  heard  at 
the  bars  of  my  window  a  dead 
noise,  which  I  attributed  to  an 
owl.  How  was  it  possible  for  me 
to  suppose  that  a  tender  solici- 
tude was  watching  over  me  in  a 
place  so  difficult  for  the  least 
communication.  I  was  ignorant 
of  what  it  is  possible  for  a  noble 
audacity  to  perform  ;  of  what  the 
desire  of  consolation  suggests  to 
friendly  ingenuity ;  I  was  not 
then  acquainted  with  Messrs.  de 
Polignac,  and  knew  not  how  much 
they  delighted  in  obliging  their 
companions  in  honour. 

"  Although  my  cell  was  more 
than  sixty  feet  distant  from  theirs 
in  an  opposite  direction,  they  had 
several  times  attempted  to  open  a 
communication  with  me  by  means 
of  ropes  and  a  long  pole.  In  the 
sequel,  I  climbed  six  feet  from  the 
floor  of  my  cell,  during  the  night, 
in  order  tp  reach  a  smaU  bag  which 
descended  to  my  window,  and  in 
which  our  correspondence  was 
inclosed. 

''  The  fruitlessness  of  their  first 
attempts,  far  firom  damping  their 
zeal,  induced  them  ^  to  bribe  our 
keeper,  who,  as  he  told  me  him- 
self, had  been  unable  to  refuse 

them. 
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them.  Every  thing  was  arranged, 
and  we  were  about  to  behold  each 
other.  At  the  appointed  time 
Thomas  carefully  opened  the 
three  doors  of  my  cell ;  my  two 
kind  friends  entered,  and  I  threw 
myself  into  their  arms. 

^^  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe 
my  feelings  at  the  sight  of  these 
illustrious  prisoners.  Involun* 
tarily  I  caused  them  a  moment's 
embarrassment Their  re- 
fusal persuaded  me  that  they  fully 
excused  even  the  intention  which 
I  had  had.  They  informed  me 
that  as  they  were  not  in  close 
confinement,  they  were  enabled 
to  avail  themselves  of  their  own 
resources. 

"  Their  first  act  was  to  put  me 
in  possession  of  the  official  jour- 
nal, in  which  was  inserted  the  re- 
g>rt  of  the  minister  of  police  to 
uonaparte,  relative  to  my  mis- 
sion :  they  also  provided  me  with 
a  small  quantity  of  pens,  ink,  and 
paper,  &c.  and  promised  to  fur- 
nish me  with  more. 

''  We  agreed  that  I  should, 
without  delay,  draw  up  a  protest 
against  the  unfaithful  report,  and 
give  it  to  them,  and  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  get  it  transmitted  to 
Mr.  M^Kenzie,  the  English  com- 
missary, who  was  then  at  Morlaix, 
for  the  proposed  exchange  of  pri- 
soners, both  civil  and  military. 

"  As  they  were  witnesses  of  my 
innocence,  at  the  ver^  time  that  the 
police  were  impudently  committing 
a  crime,  by  introducing  a  vile  im- 
postor* in  my  name  at  Valen^ay, 
on  the  strength  of  the  papers  which 
were  to  prove  my  mission,  in  or- 
der to  deceive  King  Ferdinand, 
and  to  cast  him  into  the  pit  which 
was  yet  stained  witli  the  blood  of 
a  Bourbon, ....  the  Counts  de 
Polignac  gave  me  the  most  so- 


lemn assurances  that  at  the  day  of 
reckoning,  they  would  bear  tesr 
timony  to  my  truth  and  sincerity, 
and  if  I  should  happen  to  fall  be- 
fore that,  that  they  would  unde- 
ceive the  British  government." 

Many  of  De  KoUi's  fellow-sof- 
ferers  sank  under  their  miseries, 
and  he  appears  to  have  been  dri- 
ven to  the  very  verge  of  insanity. 
At  one  time  he  relates  (when  be- 
trayed by  a  gaoler  into  an  act 
which  compromised  him,)  -  -  -  "  I 
was  attacked  by  six  myrmidons 
of  the  police,  determined  to  search 
me  thoroughly,  or  to  maim  me. 
They  were  under  the  orders  of 
the  inspector  Paques,  who,  with 
the  most  insulting  expressions, 
ordered  them  to  sabre  me,  if  I 

made  the  least  resistance 

The  gendarmes  advanced,  and  the 
keepers  crept  alongside  of  the 
wall,  in  order  to  lay  hold  of  me 
by  the  shoulders.  Up  to  that 
moment  I  had  met  silent  acts  of 
vengeance  calmly,  and  with  pre- 
sence of  mind :  on  this  occasion 
the  loss  of  a  pocket-book,  which 
contained  valuable  papers,  would 
have  affected  me  oaore  sensibly, 
than  the  destruction  of  all  my 
hopes.  The  want  of  a  defensive 
weapon  throwing  me  into  a  state 
of  frenay,  I  stabbed  myself  under 
the  left  breast  with  five  strokes  of 
the  scissars,  the  only  instrumeot 
which  had  escaped  the  search  of 

the  robbers I  immediately 

fell,  swimming  in  blood.  The 
barbarian  who  had  driven  me 
to  this  act  of  despair,  called  to  me 
in  a  tone  of  the  most  cutting 
irony,  *  Die !  die !  we  will  bury 
you."' 

At  another  time,  when  driven 
to.  despair  by  tlie  barbarities  of  his 
gaoler: — 

'*  One  day,  a  aUte  of  inanition 
made 
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made  me  coant  the  hours;  my 
exhaustion  kept  me  lying  on  a 
damp  bed ; — I  felt  the  most  de- 
vouring hunger;  the  distribution 
of  the  day's  allowance  had  been 
made  at  "seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  to  every  one  but  me ;  it 
was  past  eleven,  and  Lerouge  had 
not  yet  come;  at  last  the  sound 
of  his  footstep  revived  me,  and  t 
was  anticipating  a  delicious  re* 
past  on  a  loaf  of  a  pound  and  a 
half!  *  I  will  wait  till  I  am  alone, 
.  •  •  •  •  I  will  show  no  impatience, 
or  eagerness  of  brutal  appetite.* 
....  On  his  entrance,  he  threw 
the  loaf  at  me,  swearing . . .  The 
lightning  is  not  quicker  than  the 
lit#y  which  transported  me:  I 
saw  nothing ....  I  knew  not  wliat 
i  did ....  He  was  stretched  at 
my  feet,  with  the  blood  running 
down  his  face :  I  had  struck  him 
with  a  piece  of  firewood ....  His 
ones  disarmed  me,  and  brought 
others  to  his  assistance;  they 
threatened  to  put  me  in  irons.  I 
reproached  the  commandant  for 
the  outrages  to  which  his  unheard 
of  severity  had  provoked  me ;  I 
called  for  death,  and  invoked  the 
minister,  by  one  decided  blow  to 

crown  my  wishes and  his 

own. 

**  Cruel  that  he  was !  for  four 
years  he  refused  me  tlie  consola* 
tion  of  embracing  my  children ! 
I  kne^  not  if  they  were  even  in 
existence.  But  what  humanity 
could  I  expect  of  him,  who  at- 
tached the  fatal  lantern  to  the 
breast  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien  ? 
For  four  years  I  was  placed  be- 
tween the  combats  of  paternal 
tenderness  and  infamy.  Mfyon 
wish  to  see  your  family,'  said  Dr.- 
B  *  ♦  •  to  me,  "  tell  us  who  is 
the  correspondent  of  the  British 
government ;  he  will  not  be  mo- 
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lested ;  on  the  contrary,  the  mi- 
nister will  be  the  means  of  putting 
money  into  his  pocket.^ 

"  Since  my  attempt  to  escape, 
I  had  no  shoes,  but  sandals  made 
out  of  an  old  hat,  and  wore  no 
linen ....  I  was  offered  some 
belonging  to  the  prison,  marked 

with  the  imperial  eagle and 

was  looked  upon  as  very  obsti- 
nate, because  I  preferred  my  own 
rags.  But  if  there  was  no  incon- 
venience in  allowing  me  imperial 
shirts,  what  was  there  in  allowing 
me  to  wear  my  own  ? 

"  The  minister  of  general  po- 
lice, who  made  no  scruple  of  ap- 
propriating to  himself  223,000 
francs  which  belonged  to  me,  was 
not  likely  to  blush  at  speculating 
on  the  misery  of  the  prisoners.  It 
need  not  surprise  us  therefore, 
that  he  deprived  them  of  a  half, 
and  in  some  cases  of  two-thirds, 
of  the  allowance  that  was  made 
them  by  the  famous  decree  for 
the  installation  of  the  state  pri- 
sons." 

But  the  Baron  was  not  of  a 
temper  to  resign  himself  to  the 
weight  of  oppression.  Not  only 
did  he  afford  such  grounds  as 
these  for  severities,  but  he  made 
an  extraordinary  attempt  at  es- 
cape. 

--"On  the  1st  of  May,  1811, 
I  opened  the  works  at  breast 
height,  in  order  that  the  exertion 
of  my  whole^trength  might  render 
the  execution  less  difficult.  The 
stone  resisted,  and  did  not  yield 
more  than  an  inch  per  day.  On 
the  1st  of  June  following,  the  hive 
having  been  completed  in  the 
whole  extent  of  the  first  stone, 
the  intervals  were  soon  broken 
down,  and  I  found  less  difficulty 
in  loosening  tlie  stones  of  the  in- 
terior. 

F  "  As 
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<*  Aa  I  waa  obliged  to  wodc 
during  the  day,  I  ran  considerable 
risk  of  a  surprise,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  quickness  with  which  I 
covered  die  hole,  when  I  hear4 
the  noise  of  doors  opening.  One 
day,  when  I  least  expected  it,  the 
^mmandant  Gillet  entered  my 
cell,  to  pay  me  a  farewell  visit, 
and  introduce  me  to  hif  successor, 
an  officer  of  gendarmes,  then  in 
favour,  and  whom  M.  Savary, 
who  had  long  known  him,  con* 
sider^  litter  for  the  command  of 
the  prison.  I  had  barely  time  to 
shake  off  the  dust  from  mj  long 
beards  (which  had  not  been  shaved 
for  four  months)  and  to  throw  a 
lynx's  skin,  my  only  covering 
against  the  damp,  over  my 
shoulders. 

**  The  alarm  into  which  my 
horrible  appearance  threw  these 
gentlemen  prevented  tliem  from 
remarking  my  disorder,  or  from 
entering  into  the  little  cell,  where 
they  would  have  seen  the  breach 
I  had  made.  They  left  me,  with 
an  encouragem^x^t  to  expect  some 

alleviation  of  my  sufiferings. 

'*  Surprised  at  not  having  yet 
reached  the  exterior  lining,  I 
measured  the  depth  of  the  part  I 
had  undermined,  when,  to  ray 
extreme  mortification,  I  found 
that  the  direction  I  had  taken, 
which  I  had  hitherto  supposed  tf 
be  perpendicular,  was  diagonal, 
and  lost  in  the  curved  thickness 
of  the  northern  tower.  Over- 
^  whelmed  at  this  mistake,  I  should 
have  been  completely  discouraged, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  habit  I  had 
contracted  of  always  occupying 
myself  about  some  flan,  however 
chimerical,  and  the  necessity  I 
was  under  of  continuing  my  la- 
bours, the  discovery  of  which 
would,  under  every  circumstance, 


have  espoaed  me  to  fresh  atHfir 
ties.  I  th^n  examined  the  mqawt 
of  regaining  the  original  direotiQil» 
and  of  turning  my  first  exeava^ 
tion  to  soqie  advantage;  after 
well  cpnsideriiiig  itt  I  made  k 
serve  as  a.  receptacle  £9^  th^  ivesh 
rubbish,  ai^d  thereby  avoided  the 
risks  which  I  ha4  been  eitpoaed  t» 
at  the  houra  of  promenades  by  the 
method  I  had  till  then  foUpwed* 

**  At  last,  after  si]i  montW 
labour  and  contipued  precautjona, 
the  detail  of  which  wotdd  appear 
tedious,  I  succeeded  in  coming 
to,  and  unloosening,  the  laat  stone 
of  the  external  facing,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  draw  it  in  at  pleasure, 
without  making  aay  thing  fidl 
outside. 

"  Never  was  any  architect  mere 
delighted  in  contemplatiiig  bta 
labours  thaq  I  wb8>  in  the  midst 
of  my  crater.  The  passage  of  the 
air  through  the  walls  gave  me  a 
degree  of  pleasure,  perhaps  su* 
perior  to  the  joy  whi(rfi  a  man  feek 
on  his  liberation  from  a  long  stor 
very.  I  sat  dow^ ;  die  deaire  of 
a  heart  steeped  in  affliction  is  thai 
of  ofiering  tQ  the  Creator  it$  fint 
consolations,  its  first  bppeal.l* 
After  indulging  for  a  few  moiyienta 
in  a  delightful  reverie,  I  replaced 
each  stone  in  its  place  in  the  most 
conveqient  position. 

'*  My  rope  still  remained  to  be 
made. 

''  With  the  sheets  which  I  had 
procured  in  the  first  days  of  my 
captivity,  and  wihich  I  had  not 
yet  used^  I  made  ^twelve  rolla, 
each  ten  fisei  lomg,  and  about  the 
thickness  of  a  finger ;  I  jained 
these  together  by  knots  large 
enough  to  cling  to,  and  strengtlir 
ened  at  short  spaces  by  other 
smaller  knots. 

<<  The  night  of  the  2«tb  of 
October, 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[83] 


CMob^i  18U,  wa9  tb|t  wfakh  t 
fixed  uppn  for  efFccting  vp(y  escape, 
and  1  arifM^gad  i»y  pUw.  -  -  - 

«  •  '*  At  nine  o*clpck  the  turoT 
key  Y^ame  in  as  usuali  and  After  a 
4^^  visit«  vront  9)KM)t  hia  biuir 
vtm*  My  compa^aoqf  which  bad 
hitherto  been  silent  for  this  old 
giwydfwp^q,  suggest49d  to  aie  that 
my  escape  might  have  the  effeot 
of  throwing  him  into  a  hut  of  the 
Bic&tre^  wbe^ e  he  would  be  left  to 
perishy  aci  a  punishment  for  his 
negligence. 

'*  On  the  door  of  the  cell,  there- 
fore, I  wrote  a  few  linefi  with 
chalk,  ^Qulpatipg  him  from  all 
knowledge  o^  ™y  planSf  or  of 
baying  wink^d  at  my  escape. 

''  AH  the  stones  were  now  dia- 
placedf  And  ranged  aloiig  the 
ground,  the  outside  <>ne  excepted ; 
a  small  piece  of  plaster  fell  at  the 
foot  of  the  Donjon,  close  to  where 
the  commandant  was  standing; 
but  be  supposed  it  could  only  be 
occasioned  by  the  wind,  knowing 
the  strength  of  the  Donjon,  and  the 
weakness  of  its  inhabitants,  too 
Wiell  to  entertain  any  other  idea 
•  i^ « •  As  for  me,  I  threw  my- 
self upon  my  knees,  and  prayed 
tQ  Qod  for  the  necessary  support, 
and,  if  my  last  hour  was  coooe, 
that  he  would  receive  me  into 
His.  mercy,  with  the  martyrs  who 
bad  preceded  me  in  the  cauae  of 
))onour.  With  a  conscience  less 
pur^  than  thein^,  I  had  reason  for 
apprehension ;  but  thai  only  served 
to  ipake  my  faith  the  stronger. 
With  my  heart  calm,  I  arose,  and 
prepared  to  launch  myself .  .  •  •  • 
even  into  eternity. 

*'  My  appearance  sufficiently 
resembled    that    of    a  common 


workman^  had  k  not  beeftfara 
bi^rd  of  ten  iadi^s  long;  a»  i 
bad  no  mea^is  of  gatqng  rid  of  itv 
and  could  not  burn  it  wubont  nsk^ 
I  determined  to  pall  ife  out  hy  4^ 
voe*.  p  «  .  .  .  The  bofrifak 
pumahmenta  which  were  foogserly 
inflated  on  felons  and  peijfirovs 
bore  no  eompatiaon  to  thac  wbick 
I  tbus  voluntarily  added  to  the 
cruelties  that  were  devised  by  the 
features  of  a  tyrannical  govern- 
ment !  1 1  ....  It  was  done 

The  outride  slnncf  was  ipemove^ 
•  •  •  .the  rope  unrdJed,  but  it  was 
too  short,  and  I  lengthened  it :  i 
was  now.  suspended,  the  rope  ap* 
peared  to  yield,  and  the  oscillao 
tion  carried  me  a  good  wnyost, 
but,  seiBured' against  all  dianoes,  I 
held  faat,  and  reached  the  ground 
safe  ! 

**  It  had  just  struck  fout  in  the 
morning  on  the  platform  of  the 
drawbrMige;  I  dragged  myself  to 
the  part  of  the  prison  I  have  d^ 
scribed,  and  laid  hold  of  a  tray 
for  carrying  mortar.  If  I  had 
gone  a  few  steps  &rther,  I  should 
have  found  a  povt-bole  window 
quite  open,  thtougli  which  I  could 
have  descended  into  the  ditch,  and 
then  ascended  through  a  staircase 
which  would  have  led  me  out ; 
but  as  I  was  then  quite  ignora«t 
of  that  part  of  its  topography,  I 
returned  to  the  other  end,  and- sat 
down  at  a  little  gate  which  sepa- 
rated the  two  courts :  Turk  and 
Bttstaut*,  two  watch-dogs,  ran  up 
from  the  other  side.  I  threw 
them  some  provisiona  through  an 
opening  under  the  gate ;  they  im- 
mediately recognized  me  as  the 
firieiid,  who  for  the  last  six  months, 
at  the  hours   of  promenade,  had 


*'  *  One  of  thes«  dogs  had  been  the  means  of  baffling  an  attempt  of  Count  Julius 
de  Polignac  to  escape  from  the  Temple." 
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ahared  bis  allowance  with  them, 
and,  being  accustomed  to  the 
caresses  of  poor  people,  they  re^ 
mained  perfectly  quiet.  At  last  day 
appeared,  and  I  heard  the  work- 
men passing  and  repassing ;  I  took 
advantage  oi  the  moment,  passed 
through  the  principal  gate  with- 
out remark,  (thanks  to  my  ragged 
appearance,)  and  advanced  to  the 
gate  of  the  little  drawbridge.  The 
turnkey  came  out — examined  me 
— hesitated*  ...  I  might  have 
knocked  him  down,  take/i  the  key 
iroro  him,  gone  out,  and  locked  it 

behind  me he  asked  me  a 

question,  which  I  answered  boldly 
....  and  he  was  just  going  to 
turn  the  icey,  when  some  real 
masons  came  up,  and  by  their  in- 
quisitive looks,  sealed  the  unfor- 
tunate issue  of  my  attempt.* 

*'  1  was  immediately  dragged  to 
the  commandant's  apartments ; 
he  jumped  out  of  bed;  heard 
what  they  told  him,  could  scarcely 
believe  his  eyes;  stormed,  abused 
some,  and  accused  others  of  trea- 
chery ....  and  did  me  the 
fiivour  to  tell  me  in  vulgar  terms, 
*  You  did  very  wrong  to  miss 
your  aim,  for  you  will  not  have 
such  another  opportunity  for  a 
long  time.'  •  I  asked  him  to  give 
me  a  glass  of  brandy,  and  he 
made  haste  to  get  it  me  himself. 

<'  While  they  were  preparing  a 
place  of  greater  security  for  me,  I 
was  put  into  the  chesnut  stave  ^hat 
is  the  name  given  by  the  unfortu- 
nate Mazeras  de  Latude  to  the 
ground  floor  of  the  western  tower, 
near  the  modern  passage  to  the 
dungeons ;)  I  did  not  remain  there 
.more  than  an  hour,  an  order  hav- 


ing come  to  instal  me  at  the  top 
of  the  Donjon,  under  the  plat- 
form, in  the  secret  cell  of  tbe 
eastern  tower  t  -  -  - 

•'  Since  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  work  a  double  miracle 
m  my  fiivour,  I  have  often  thought 
of  the  wretchedness  of  mind, 
which  at  Saint  Helena  must  have 
worn  out  the  life  of  that  Bona* 
parte,  all  whose  actions  had  in 
view  only  the  object  of  the  mo- 
ment, whose  maxim  was  Possas 
for  roer^  whose  contempt  of  life 
never  went  so  far  as  to  teach  him 
how  to  die  ...  .  Pride  was 
strong  enough  in  him  to  stifle 
conscience.  But  may  God  forgive 
him,  who  dying,  humble,  and  de- 
prived of  the  embraces  of  his 
son,  dfopped  a  tear  to  natnre, 
and  appeared  to  forget  his  frail 
grandeur ! " 

The  victories  of  the  Allies, 
which  led  to  his  overthrow,  gave 
to  our  author  his  liberty ;  but  he 
was  previously,  with  others  (even 
in  the  heat  of  the  war  about 
Paris,)  transported  to  Soumer. 

**  At  last,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
at  noon,  the  doors  of  the  prison 
were  opened,  the  clanking  of 
chains  ceased  to  be  heard,  and  the 
cry  of  *  Long  live  the  Bourbons!' 
was  the  only  one  that  rang 
through  the  sepulchral  vaults.  It 
would  be  vain  for  me  to  attempt 
a  description  of  this  scene,  which 
will  never  be  banished  firommy 
memory.  In  the  intoxication  and 
tears  of  joy,  every  one  threw  him- 
self into  the  arms  of  his  neigh- 
bour, and  pressed  him  to  hit 
heart ;  forty  individuals,  hitherto 
strangers  to  each  other,  were  in 

•  **  The  maaon  to  whom  this  was  prindpally  owing,  fell  ill  of  vexackw.  I  «*> 
told  in  1814,  th  at  he  never  would  return  again  to  work  at  the  Donjon." 

t  <<  From  that  moment  I  passed  for  dead  ;  the  police  spread  the  report  of  it  ffat^ 
rally,  and  my  poor  children,  who  were  then  very  young,  put  mourning  on  for  me." 

on 
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erne  moment  bound  to  each  other 
by.  the  ties  of  the  most  tender 
friendship. 

**  At  the  moment  of  onr  release, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
Fredchmen,  liberated  from  the 
tyranny  which  had  hitherto  re- 
pressed their  feelings,  eagerly 
sorroanded  us,  and  without  the 
least  regard  tq  our  wretched  ap- 
pearance, dragged  us  into  the 
bosom  of  their  families,  and  in 
one  day  made  us  experience  the 
transition  from  an  excess  of  misery 
to  affluence  and  plenty.  Time 
will  never  diminish  the  gratitude 
I  feel  towards  the  persons  who 
took  charge  of  me,  and  I  only 
regret  that  I  am  not  allowed  to 
name  them  here." 

Having  gone  thus  far,  we  must 
condense  into  a  summary  the  rest  of 
the  interesting  points  touched  upon 
in  this  volume.  By  a  refinement 
in  political  trickery,  the  French 
government  had  procured  the 
traitor  Richard  to  personate  tlieir 
prisoner  and  endeavour  to  entrap 
Ferdinand  at  Valen^ay.  This 
would  produce  the  two-fold  efiect 
of  destroying  the  real  agent,  and 
of  discovering  the  king's  wishes 
and  intentions.  The  d^ign  fail- 
ed, for  Ferdinand  was  alarmed 
and  would  not  trust  the  sham 
liberator:  the  documents  then 
palmed  on  the  world  as  official 
were  fiibricated  and  published  in 
the  Moniteurlf! 

In  England,  on  his  return,  the 
Baron  was  honourably  treated : 
he  then  visited  Madrid,  and  re- 
ceived the  distinction  of  noble 
knighthood  firom  the  king  of  Spain, 
and  a  grant  of  100,000  crowns  on 
the  Havannah,  of  which  succeed- 
ing events  robbed  him.     Proceed- 


ing from  Madrid  to  Paris  to  re- 
claim his  property,  the  jewels, 
&c.  seized  at  his  arrest,  he  fell 
upon  the  disorganisation  of  the 
hundred  day$^  and  joined  the 
Duchess  of  Angouleme  and  roy- 
alists at  Bordeaux.  In  a  despe- 
rate action  he  was  taken  prisoner 
and  carried  to  Boulogne  where 
again  death  seemed  to  be  inevita- 
ble. But  being  reclaimed  as  a 
Spanish  officer,  some  delay  inter- 
vened ;  and  it  was  not  till 

**  On  the  Ist  of  June,  an  order 
arrived  to  consider  us  no  longer 
as  soldiers,  but  to  transfer  us  to 
the  prison  of  the  criminal  and 
civil  tribunal  of  the  department, 
to  be  there  tried  as  citizens  taken 
in  arms,  and  in  the  act  of  rebellion 
upon  the  territory  of  the  empire. 
That  measure,  which  was  calcwla- 
ted  to  make  us  then  rather  uneasy, 
was  the  means  of  our  escaping 
certain  death." 

And  the  relation  continues: 

•*  The  battle  of  Waterloo,  by 
restoring  her  king  and  princes  to 
France,  was  the  second  miracle  to 
which  millions  of  victims  owed 
their  preservation. 

*'As  soon  as  the  legitimate 
authority  was  recognized  by  the 
local  authorities,  I  was  liberated 
from  prison,  and,  accompanied  by 
my  officers,  repaired  without  loss 
of  time  to  the  French  head- 
quarters at  St.  John  de  Luz.  Our 
general  in  chief,  the  duke  of 
Damas,  delivered  me  the  com- 
mand of  my  regiment,  which  im- 
mediately entered  Bayonne,  and 
was  selected  to  occupy  the  citadel. 
Strange  vicissitude  of  fortune! 
I  was  now  the  commander  in  a 
place  where  only  a  day  or  two 
before  I  was  a  prisoner  Y* 
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IP.  Royal  Naval  Biography.  By 
Lieut.  John  Marshall,  (B.)  R.N. 
Anecdote  of  Lord  Exmouth. — 
<^  The  wife  of  Rovere,  one  of  the 
French  deputicfl  hanUhed  to  Cajr- 
enne,  was  taken  on  her  passage 
by  our  officer.  She  had  sold  idl 
her  property  in  France  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  her  unhappy 
huahand»  and  had  with  h»  dOOO/» 
staling.  Sir  Edward  restored  it 
to  her,  and  paid  his  crew  their 
share  out  of  his  own  pocket*" 

Bonaparte. — '*  After  the  surren- 
der of  the  French  army,  Sir  W. 
SidneySmith  visited  the  HolyCity, 
where  the  following  anecdote  of 
Bonaparte  was  related  to  him  by 
the  superior  of  a  convent :  When 
General  Dumas  had  advanced 
with  a  detachment  of  the  French 
army  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Jerusalem,  he  sent  to  his  Com« 
mander-in-Chief  for  leave  to 
make  an  attack  upon  that  place* 
Bonaparte  replied,  that  '  vSien  he 
had  taken  Acre,  he  would  come  in 
person  and  plant  the  tree  qflibertv 
m  thevery  spot  where  Christ  syfer- 
ed;  and  that  the  Jirst  French  soldier 
who  fell  in  the  attack^  should  be  buri- 
ed in  the  Holy  Sepulchre.'  Sir  W. 
Sidney  Smith  was  the  first  Chris- 
tian ever  suffered  by  the  barbari- 
ans to  go  into  Jerusalem  armed, 
or  even  to  enter  it  in  the  dress  of 
«  Frank;-  his  followers,  and  all 
who  visited  it  by  his  m^ans,  were 
allowed  the  same  privilege." 

In  the  memoir  of  Admiral  Cur- 
zon,  a  note  tells  of  the  gallantry 
of  another  branch  of  that  family, 
in  a  different  service : 

'*  At  the  x^elebrated  battle  of 
Waterloo,  the  Hon«  William  Cur-r 
zon,  son  of  the  present  peer,  .and 
Dep.  Ass  Adj.  Gen.  to  the  army 
in  the  Netherlands,  displayed  the 
most  chivalrous  ardour.     Riding 


aiimg  the  field  with  Lordlfai«k, 
he  reeeived  a  ball  in  Us  dieal. 
'  Farewell,  dear  March  1'  said  he, 
aa  h6  fell  to  the  ground.  His 
oompanion  was  not  pennitted  to 
perfcwm  those  tender  offioewwbidi 
his  heart  dicut^.  A  furlooa 
otiaet  of  cttinttaiers  Called  liiiB  to 
Ub  pdst  t  and  his  wounded  fiieiid» 
seeing  him  nobly  rally  a  Naasatt 
regiment,  which  he  led  to  the 
charge  in  person,  fioebly  but  hesoi 
cally  exdaimed,  '  That's  right— 
that's  righ^— well  dooe^  aay  dear 
Match  r  and  immediately  eat* 
pirod."  -  -  - 

''  Captain  HalloweU  was  snc* 
ceeded  on  the  Roman  coast  by 
Captain  Lottisi  who  was  aftev^ 
wards  joined  by  Sir  Thomaa 
Tfoubridge.  The  French,  sedng 
that  all  hopes  of  defending  them* 
selves  suGcess&lly  against  the 
united  powers  that  attacked  tbem 
on  all  sides,  were  at  aia  end,  and 
thinking  to  obtain  better  tenss 
fVotn  the  English  than  the  Ana- 
triass,  proposed  ternda  to  the  lat* 
ter  officer,  with  that  effironto^ 
which  characteriaes  tbeir  public 
proceedings,  but  Which  is  aa  ofken 
successful  as  it  is  impadent.  They 
had  a  man  of  the  right  stamp  to 
deal  with.  Their  ambaaaador  at 
Rome  began  by  saying,  that  the 
Roman  territory  was  the  prapefCy 
of  the  Freridi,  by  right  <lf  coo- 
queat.  The  British  Commodore 
settled  that  point,  by  replyingf 
*  It  is  mine  by  reoooqucat.'  A 
capitulation  waa  soon  conoloded 
for  all  the  Remhti  States,  and  Cap- 
tain Louis  rowed  up  the  Tiber  m 
bis  barge,  bobtedEngfoh  eoioora 
on  the  Capitol,  add  acted,  for  the 
time,  as  Governor  of  Bdnie. 
The  prophecy  df  Father  M'Cor^ 
mick,  an  Irish  Franciscan,  was 
tlius  accomplished.  On  Nelson's 
return  to  Naples  from  Aboukir, 

this 
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dfig  nui  prtfdioied.  tliiu  tbe  Ad- 
miral would  take  RoMev^kbbis 
ships*  The  liero  reminded  him 
that  ships  eould  not  aseisnd  the 
Tiber :  but  the  iWar,  who  httd 
probably  fofgotten  this  circuni** 
aunee,  inei  the  objection  with  a 
bold  frontj  and  declared  he  saw 
that  it  would  oome  to  pesd  not* 
withatandtng.  Nekon,  who  was 
atniek  with  the  oddity  of  the  ciF'- 
oonistancei  and  not  a  little  pleas- 
ed with  it»  obtained  preferment 
for  him  from  the  King  of  Sicily, 
and  reeommended  him  to  the 
Pope." 

Captam  Campbell  was  tbe 
beater  of  the  despatches  relating 
to  Hawke's  Tic^ory  over  Conflans 
in  175a.  Of  him 
.  ""**  The  humorous  anecdote 
has  been  toldi  that  upon  this  or 
sdme  similar  ocokston,  L6rd  An^ 
son,  as  they  were  going  in  his 
Lorddiip's  carriage  to  earry  tbe 
news  to  the  King,  said,  *  Captain 
Campjkll,  the  King  mil  knight 
ffOHj  if  you  think  proper.'^^*  Troth, 
f»y  Lord^'  sdid  the  Captain,  who 
retained  his  Scotch  dialect  as  long 
aa  he  lived,  *  I  ken  nae  vse  that 
will  be  to  fne* — *  BiU  your  lady 
nitty  like  it^  replied  his  Lordship. 

*  fVtel  then!  rejoined  the  Captain, 

*  Hi4  Mqjetty  may  knight  her  if  he 
pUMes.""^^" 

The  follorwing  singular  anec- 
dote is  reared  of  the  conduct  of  a 
pik>t  belonging  to  the  Immortality, 
wbilst  employed  m  the  blockade 
of  Brest: 

**Thi8  man,  either  a  French- 
man, or  speaking  French  ex- 
tremely well,  expressed  a  great 
desire  to  Ci^tain  Hotham,  that  he 
would  permit  him  t»  go  on  shore 
and  get  information  of  the  state 
and  aituatioifi  ef  tbe  enemy's  fleet. 
After  frequent  solicitations,  Cap- 
tain Hotham  consented,   and  he 


was  pat  on  shore  in  the  nigfit, 
with  a  promise  that  a  boat  should^ 
be  sent  to  bring  him  off,  at  a  pro- 
per time.  The  boat  was  aeeord- 
ingly  sent  five  successive  nights 
to  the  place  appointed,  but  no 
pilot  was  there.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  eight  days,  he  came  along- 
side in  a  French  boat  rowed  by 
two  men  :  and  gave  the  following 
account  of  himself.  That  fearitig 
leA  he  should  be  apprehended  as 
stsjpy,  he  gave  up  the  idea  of  ttt- 
ttoipting  to  get  off  as  agreed  upon, 
and  dame  to  the  resolution-  of 
hiring  a  b6at  to  ao  into  Cameret 
Bay;  upon  getting  pretty  near 
to  it,  he  told  the  men  he 
did  ndt  mean  that  bay,  he 
meant  Berthaume  Bay,  which 
was  about  half  way  to  the 
ship;  when  he  had  approach- 
ed near  this  bay,  be  said  hc^ 
wanted  to  go  to  Point  St.  Mtfthews 
(virhich.wad  not  more  than  t#o^ 
gun  shots  fVom  thefr^ate)  \  upon 
this  the  men  flew  in  a  passion,' 
telling  hnn  they  would  take  him' 
back  to  Brest.  The  pilot  instantly- 
took  a  brace  of  pistols  from  liis 
pocket,  and  pointing  one  at  each 
of  them,  exclaimed — *  I  am  an 
Englishman  ;  and  if  you  do*  not 
put  me  on  board  my  ship  without 
delay,  I  will  blow  your  brains  out.' ; 
With  which  the  Frenchmen  judged 
it  best  to  comply.^This  resolute 
fellow  had  absolutely  been  on 
board  some  of  the  ships  of  war, 
and  gave  an  exact  account  of  their' 
condition  and  force."  -  -  - 

(In  1804)  "W.  La  Touche 
Treville,  who  had  commanded  at 
Boulogne,  in  1801,  commanded 
now  at  Toulon.  '  He  was  sent  for 
on  purpose,'  said  Nelson,  *  as  he 
beat  me  at  Boulogne,  to  beat  me 
again ;  but  he  seems  very  loth  to 
try.'  One  day  while  the  msoA 
body  of  the  British  fleet  was  out 

of 
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of  tight  of  land,  the  reeonamtring 
■qiujdron,  under  Rcnr«Adniiru 
Campbell,  stood  in  cloae  to  the 
port,  and  La  Touche,  with  a  vattly 
superior  force,  pushed  out  and 
chased  it  about  twelve  miles.  The 
Freocbman,  delighted  at  having 
found  himself  in  lo  novel  a  situa« 
tioo,  published  a  boastful  aceount, 
affirming  that  he  had  given  chase 
to  the  whole  British  fleet,  and  that 
Nelson  had  fled  before  himl  In 
spite  of  contempt  Cor  the  ffascona« 
der,  his  lordship  was  halfangered 
bj  his  impudence.  Writing  to  the 
present  £arl,  he  said,  '  You  will 
have  seen  La  Touche's  letter — 
how  he  chased  me,  and  how  I 
ran.  I  keep  it:  and  if  I  take 
him,  by  God  he  shall  eat  it'  La 
Touche,  however,  soon  after  died, 
according  to  the  French  papers, 
in  consequence  of  walkmg  so 
often  up  to  the  signal  post  upon 
Cape  Sepet,  to  watch  the  British 
fleet:  and  thus  eflectually  pre- 
vented Nelson  from  administering 
to  him  his  own  lying  letter  in  a 
sandwich." 

*' Captain  Gayton  became  a 
Bear-Admiral  Oct.  18,  1770; 
was  made  a  Vice-Admiral  Feb. 
3,  1776  ;  and  immediately  after- 
wards appointed  to  the  chief 
command  at  Jamaica.  Beturn- 
ing  from  thence  in  the  Antelope, 
he  fell  in  with  a  large  ship,  which 
was  at  fir|t  mistaken  for  an  enemy, 
and  preparations  were  made  to 
receive  ner  accordingly,  though 
of  force  infinitely  superior  to  the 
Antelope.  The  Vice-Admiral, 
though  so  extremelv  infirm  as 
to  be  almost  unable  to  walk, 
came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and 
after  concisely  exhorting  his  crew 
to  behave  like  Englishmen,  told 
them,  that  for  his  part,  '  he  could 
not  stand  by  them,  but  he  would 


sit  and  sea  them  §ffiA  m  lopg  as 
they  pleased*'  Thisgalknti 
died  at  Fardiam  in  1787. 

*<  Captain  Harvey 
the  Brunswick*  of  74  guns,  oo 
the  memorable  1st  of  Jnnc^ 
17t^4.  He  was  wounded  early  ia 
the  action  by  a  muaquet-ball,  whack 
tore  away  part  of  his  right  hand ; 
but  this  he  earefuUy  concealed, 
and  bound  the  wound  up  with  his 
handkerchief.  Some  time  after 
this  he  received  a  violent  ooota- 
sion  in  the  loins,  which  laid  him 
almost  lifeless  on  the  deck :  froai 
this  severe  blow  he  however  rallied 
his  strength  of  mind,  and  con- 
tinued at  his  posti  directing  and 
conducting  the  action,  until  « 
doubled -headed  shot  splitting* 
struck  his  right  arm  near  the  elbow, 
and  shatter^  it  to  pieces.  Grow- 
ing faint  through  loss  of  blood, 
he  was  now  compelled  to  retire ; 
but  when  assistance  was  ofleied  to 
conduct  him  below,  he  nobly  re- 
fused it, — /  viil  not  kact  a  sit^le 
man  leave  ki$  quarttn  on  nrjr  «c- 
cotcnf  /  my  Ug$  still  ranain  to  bear 
me  dawn  into  the  cockpit/'  In  this 
wounded  and  shattered  state  be 
cast  a  languid  yet  aflbctionate  look 
towards  his  brave  crew — *  IVrsr- 
rrre,  my  brave  lads^  m  year  dmiy  ! 
continue  the  action  with  Myirii^for 
the  honour  of  our  King  and  Coamiry; 
and  remember  my  ia*t  words — Tu 
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NEvj^aBEsnucK!  *  About  ann-set 
it  was  found  necessary  to  am- 
putate his  arm  above  the  elbow  ; 
and  on  the  day  after  the  Brum- 
wick's  arrival  at  Spithead,  he  was 
conveyed  on  shore  at  Portsmouth, 
where,  after  bearing  the  most  ex- 
cruciating pain  with  christian  re- 
signation, he  was  released  from 
this  world,  and  lost  to  his  country, 
on  the  30th  June. 

^•Thc 
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*  The  HoQse  of  Commons,  to 
perjietuate  the  memory  of  this 
heroic  man,  unanimously  voted  a 
monument  to  he  erected  in  West* 
minster  abhey :  had  he  survived, 
his  name  would  have  been  in- 
cluded '  in  the  flag*  promotion 
whieh  took  place  on  the  4th  of 
the  following  month.  It  is  a 
singular  coincidence  of  events, 
that  Captain  Harvey,  and  Captain 
Hutt,  of  the  Queen,  were  com- 
panions in  a  post-chaise  from  Lon- 
don,  on  joining  their  respective 
ships,  previous  to  their  last 
cruize :  they  both  lost  a  limb  in 
the  action  ;  died  on  the  same  day; 
and  are  both  recorded  on  the  same 
monument,  raised  by  a  grateful 
country  to  their  memory.** 

•*  The  following  anecdote  is  re- 
lated of  James  Daley,  a  seaman  of 
the  Victorious,  whose  left  thigh 
was  carried  away  by  a  shot,  so 
high  up  that  a  portion  of  the  hip 
was  attached  to  it,  and  the  right 
shattered  to  pieces.  On  his  way 
to  the  cockpit,  he  observed  that 
one  of  the  guns  close  to  the  hatch- 
way was  run  out,  and  about  to 
be  discharged ;  he  immediately 
desired  the  seamen  who  were 
carrying  him  down,  to  stop,  which 
they  did,  when  he  requested  to  be 
allowed  to  have  one  shot  more  at 
the  enemy  before  he  died ;  *  after 
doing  which,'  he  added,  *  he  would 
die  content/  His  request  was 
granted ;  when  he  very  content- 
edly permitted  himself  to  be 
carried  down,  exclaiming  on  the 
ladder,  *  Fight  on,  my  boys  !  fight 
on  for  your  King  and  Country 
until  you  die.'  On  his  arrival  in 
the  cockpit,  he  said  to  the  Surgeon, 
'  Sir,  I  know  you  will  do  all  you 
can  for  me,  but  I  also  know  there 
is  nothing  in  your  power.'  In  less 


than  half  an  hour  after,  bk  gallant 
soul  left  this'for  another  world." 

**  Captain  Otway  continued  to 
command  the  Trent  on  the 
Jamaica  station  till  September 
1 800,  when  he  sailed  for  England 
with  the  flag  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker. 
During  the  six  years  that  he  had 
served  in  the  West  Indies,  he  is 
supposed  to  have  captured  and 
destroyed  about  two  hundred  of 
the  enemy's  privateers  and  mer- 
chantment,  mounting  on  the  whole 
1000  guns.  Nothing  can  mark 
the  character  of  this  ofiicer  more 
strongly  than  the  following 
anecdote,  of  the  authenticity  of 
which  we  are  well  assured: — A 
party  of  seamen  belonging  to  the 
Trent  were  on  shore  kt  Ports- 
mouth returning  stores,  when  the 
Master-Attendant  of  the  Dock- 
yard asked  them  how  they  liked 
their  Captain ;  one  of  them  replied, 
'^he  waa  a  man  who  would  never 
deceive  his  crew,  for  if  any  of 
them  deserved  a  couple  of  dozen, 
and  he  promised  it,  they  were  sure 
to  get  it;  but  that  he  did  not  make 
them  polish  shot  or  stanchions, 
and  that  he  made  the  officers  do 
their  duty  as  well  as  the  men/ 
Another  of  them  observed,  that 
'the  Captain  always  slept  with 
'  one  eye  open,  and  looked  out  for 
them  all.' " 

On  Capt.  Otway's  ship,  the 
Edgar,  being  paid  off  at  Chatham 
in  July  ISOST,  it  is  remarked,  that 
"the  ensuing  Christmas  night  waaf 
the  first  he  had  slept  on  shore 
since  1784,  a  period  of  eighteen 
years !" 

Captain  (now  Admiral)  Hallo- 
well  presented  Lord  Nelson,  in 
May  1799,  with  a  coffin  made 
from  the  wreck  of  the  French 
Admiral's  ship,   L'Orient,  which 
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Uew  up  at  the  bafttl^  of  Aboukir, 
acconopanied  by  the  foUowiag 
ktter : 

'  My  Lord,-*l  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  presenting  you  a  CofBA 
made  from  the  mainmast  of 
rOrient,  that  when  yon  have 
finished  your  military  career  in 
this  world,  you  may  be  buried  in 
one  of  your  trophies-t— but  that 
that  period  may  be  far  distant^  h 
the  earnest  wish  of  your  sincere 
fiiend,  Bxn.  Hallowelx..' 

*'  On  the  bottom  of  this  singu* 
lar  present  was  paated  a  certificate 
written  on  paper  to  the  following 
effect :  '  I  ao  hereby  certify,  that 
every  |>art  of  this  coffin  is  made 
of  the  wood  akid  iron  of  rOrient« 
most  of  which  was  picked  up  by 
His  Majesty's  ship  under  my  com^ 
mandi  in  the  Bay  of  Aboukir. 
'  Sw^sure,  May  %$,  1799/ 

*  Beit.  HALtowstL.' 

''The  astonishment  that  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  crew  of  the 
Vanguard,  Lord  Nelson's  flag 
ship,  when  they  were  actually 
oonvinced  it  was  a  coffin  which 
liad  been  thus  c<Hiveyed  on  board/ 
will  be  long  remembered  by  their 
officers  :  *  We  tliall  have  hot  work 
of  it  indeed/  said  one  <^f  the  sea^ 
men ;  *  you  see  the  Admiral  in<« 
tends  to  fight  till  he  is  killed,  and 
there  he  is  to  be  buried*'  Lord 
Ndson  highly  appreciated  the 
present,  and  for  some  time  had  it 
placed  upright,  with  the  lid  on, 
against  the  bulk-head  of  his  cabin^ 
behind  the  chair  on  which  he  sat 
at  dinner,  and  viewed  it  with  the 
undaunted  mind  of  a  great 
warrior.  At  length,  by  the  tears 
and  entreaties  of  an  old  serviinty 
he  was  prevailed  on  to  aUow  its 
being  carried  below.  When  his 
Lordship  lefl  the  Vanguard,  the 
coffin  was  removed  into  the  Fou- 


droyanlf  where  it  reamiiKd  Ibr 
many  days  <m  the  gratings  of  the 
quarter-deck.  Whilst  his  officers 
were  one  day  looking  at  it»  he 
came  out  of  the  cabin :  *  You  may 
look  at  it,  Gentlemen,'  said  the 
hero,  '  as  long  as  you  please ;  bul 
depend  on  it  none  of  you  ahall 
have  it.'"  . 

1 1.  Narrative  of  a  JoHmcy  to  the 
Shores  df  the  Pdar  Sea,  in  the 
years  lil9,  20,  «1,  and  «2.  By 
JohhFrankKh,Capt.R.K.  F.R.8. 
and  Commander  of  the  Expe- 
dition. 

The  narrative  comprises  all  |be 
particulars  of  the  '*  Journey  to 
the  Shores  of  the  Polar  Sea,  io 
the  years  1819,  20,  21,  and  IM." 
Captain  Franklm  sailed  to  Davia* 
Straits,  landed  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  made  preparations  At 
York  Factory,  and  proceeded 
across  the  country  to  Fort  Chipe* 
wyan  (whence  Mackenaie  set  out,) 
where)  being  joined  byDr.Ricbaid-^ 
son  and  Mr.  Hood,  they  got 
ready  for  their  journey  to  the 
northward. 

On  the  18th  July  1820,  they 
embarked  in  three  canoes ;  ooasl* 
ed  the  lake,  entered  the  Stonej 
river,  (one  of  the  discharges  of 
the  Athabasca  lake  into  the  Shive 
river,)  and  dashing  down  the 
same  noble  streams  which  Mac- 
kenaie navigated,  soon  reached 
the  establishments  on  the  great 
Slave  lake*  Here,  procuring 
Copper  Indians  for  guideai  and 
consulting  with  than,  Captain  F« 
determined  to  abandon  hw  origi- 
nal intention  of  descending  Mm»* 
kenzie's  riveri  and  try«newroiiie 
to  the  Copper-Mine  river,  not 
only 'to  the  eastward  of  Macken- 
zie, but  of  Hearne.     But  as  it  is 
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DAt  m  our  power  to  trace  tbell 
epiuraei  and  the  course  of  their 
many  adveaturesi  in  these  ilar« 
row  limitst  we  shall  cfnly  ob» 
serve,  that  they  visited  the 
Copper*MiD6  River  (334  tniles 
N.  of  Fort  Enterpriae^)  and  Cofi- 
per  Mountain  {  attained  the  Po&r 
Sea,  kt.  67deg.  47  min.  50  sec.N. 
loklg.  115  deg.  36  min.  49  sec.  W. 
and  sailed  £50  miles  along  its 
shore  to  the  eastwaidi  and  re- 
turned across  the  Barren  grounds, 
in  appdling  distress^  to  Fort  En- 
terprise. From  the  latter  pwrts 
we  select  a  few  pages  illustrative 
of  the  work. 

On  the  sea  voyage,  along  the 
Polar  sea  coast: — **A¥gUst  i*— At 
two  this  morning  the  hunters  re* 
turned  with  two  small  deet  aad  A 
btown  bear*  Augustus  and  Ju* 
nius  arrived  at  £e  same  iime» 
having  traced  the  river  twelve 
miles  furdier  up,  without  db* 
covering  any  vestige  of  inhabi- 
tants. We  had  Daw  an  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  oar  curiosity 
respecting  the  bear  so  much 
dreaded  by  the  Indians,  and  of 
whose  strength  and  ferocity  we 
had  heard  such  terrible  accounts. 
It  proved  to  be  a  lean  male  of  a 
yellowish  brown  Colour,  abd  not 
l<Higet  than  a  comnfioii  black  bear. 
It  made  a  feeble  attempt  todefelkd 
itself,  and  was  easily  despatched. 
The  BiHh  was  brought  to  the 
tent,  but  oar  fastidious  voyagers 
supposing,  fVom  iu  leanness,  the 
animal  luid  been  sickly,  declined 
eating  it;  the  officers,  however^ 
bei^g  less  scrupulous,  boiled  the 
paws,  and  foand  them  excellent. 

-  «  -  "  Aiier  paddlii^  twelve 
miles  in  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
we  had  the  mortification  to  find 
the  inlet  terminated  by  a  river ; 
tlie  sise  of  which  we  could  not 


ascertkin,  as  the  entrabce  wm 
blookM  by  shoals.  Its  mouth 
lies  in  liLt.  66  deg.  80  min.  N. 
long.  107  deg.  53  mbi  W.  i 
have  named  this  ptream  Back,  as 
a  mark  ofniy  friendship  for  my 
assoeiate.  We  were  sonlewhat 
oonscded  for  the  loss  of  time  in 
exploring  this  inlet,  by  the  aU&> 
cess  of  Junius  in  killing  a  miisk^ 
Ox,  the  first  we  had  seen  on  the 
coast ;  and  aflerv^ards  by  the  dc*- 
quisition  of  the  fiesh  of  a  bear, 
that  was  diot  as  we  were  returii-^ 
ing  up  the  eastern  side  in  the 
evening.  The  latter  proved  to 
be  a  ftnab  in  ver^  Excellent 
cotidition:  aad  bhr  Canadian 
voyagers,  whose  appetite  for  fht 
meat  is  insatiable,  were  delighted. 

**  We  encamped  on  the  sboiee 
of  a  sandy  bay,  and  set  theneti'f 
and  finding  a  quantity  of  dried 
willows  on  the  beach,  ^  were 
enabled  to  cook  the  bear's  fiesh, 
which  was  superior  to  any  meilt 
we  had  tasted  on  the  eoast.  The 
water  fell  two  feet  at  this  placa 
during  the  night*  Our  nets  pro*4 
duced  a  great  variety  of  fisb^ 
namely,  a  salmon-troat,  some 
rdudd  fish,  tittameg,  bleak^  atari 
fish,  several  hesrings,  and  a  flat 
fish  resembling  plaice,  but  covered 
On  the  bade  with  horny  exetm* 
cences* 

^***  The  i^ortion  of  the  sea 
over  which  we  passed,  is  naviga^ 
ble  for  vessels  of  any  siae  {  the 
ice  we  met,  particularly  alUv 
quitting  Detention  Harbour, 
would  not  have  arrested  a  stvang 
boat.  The  chain  of  islands  a& 
fords  shelter  from  all  heavy  seas, 
and  there  are  good  harboars  at 
oonvenient  distances.  I  enter* 
tain,  indeed,  sanguine  hopes  that 
the  skill  and  exertions  of  my 
firiend  Captain  Parry  will  soon 
render 
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reader  this  question  no  longer 
problematical.  His  task  is  doubt* 
less  an  arduous  one,  and»  if  ulti- 
mately successful  may  occupy 
two  and  perhaps  three  seasons; 
but  confiding  as  I  do,  from  per- 
sonal knowledge,  in  his  persever- 
ance and  talent  for  surmoipidng 
difficulties,  the  strength  of  his 
ships,  and  the  abundance  of  pro- 
visions with  which  they  are  stored, 
I  have  very  little  apprehension  o£ 
his  safety.  As  I  understand  his 
object  was  to  keep  the  coast  of 
America  close  on  board,  he  will 
find  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
before  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
can  permit  him  to  pursue  his 
voyage,  herds  of  deer  flocking  in 
abundance  to  all  parts  of  the 
coast,  which  may  be  procured 
wi^ut  difficulty  ;  and,  even 
later  in  the  season,  additions  to 
his  stock  of  provision  may  be  ob- 
tained on  many  parts  of  the  coast, 
should  circumstances  give  him 
leisure  to  send  out  hunting  par- 
ties. With  the  trawl  or  seine 
nets  also,  he  may  almost  every 
where  get  abundance  of  fish  even 
without  retarding  his  progress. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  do 
not  conceive  that  he  runs  any 
basard  of  wanting  provisions, 
should  his  voyage,  be  prolonged 
even  beyond  the  latest  period  of 
time  which  is  calculated  upon. 
Drifl  timber  may  be  gather^  at 
many  places  in  oonsidmible  quan- 
tities, and  there  is  a  fair  prospect 
of  his  opening  a  communication 
with  the  Esquimaux,  who  come 
down  to  the  coast  to  kill  seals  in 
the  spring,  previous  to  the  ice 
breaking  up ;  and  from  whom,  if 
he  succeeds  in  conciliating  their 
good «•  will,  he  may  obtain  provi- 
sion,  and  much  useful  assistance. 
"  If  he  makes  for  Copper-Mine 


River,  as  he  probabl)r  mil  do,  he 
will  not  find  it  in  the  longitude  aa 
laid  down  on  the  charts ;  but  he 
will  probably  find  what  would  be 
more  interesting  to  him,  a  post, 
which  we  erected  on  the  26th 
August  at  the  mouth  of  Hood'a 
River,  which  is  nearly,  as  will 
appear  hereafter,  in  that  loiigi- 
tude,  with  a  flag  upon  it,  and  a 
letter  at  the  foot  of  it,  which  may 
convey  to  him  some  useful  in- 
formation. It  is  possible,  bow. 
ever,  that  he  might  keep  outside 
of  the  range  of  islands  which  skirt 
this  part  of  the  coast." 

On  the  return — 

'«  September  10.— About  noon 
the  weather  cleared  up  a  little, 
and,  to  our  great  joy,  we  saw  a 
herd  of  musk-oxen  grassing  in  a 
valley  below  us.  The  party  in- 
stantly halted,  and  the  best  bnnu 
ers  were  sent  out ;  they  i^proach- 
ed  the  animals  witli  the  utmost 
caution,  no  less  than  two  hours 
being  Consumed  before  they  got 
within  gun-shot.  In  the  mean 
time  we  beheld  their  proceedings 
with  extreme  anxie^,  and  many 
secret  prayers  were,  doubtless, 
offered  up  for  their  success.  At 
length  they  opened  their  ftre,  and 
we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeii^ 
one  of  the  largest  cows  fell;  an- 
other was  wounded,  but  escaped. 
This  success  infused  spirit  into 
our  starving  party.  To  skin  and 
cut  up  the  animal  was  the  work 
of  a  few  minutes.  The  contents 
of  its  stomach  were  devoured 
upon  the  spot,  and  the  raw  intes- 
tines, which  were  next  attacked, 
were  pronounced  by  the  most 
delicate  amongst  us  to  be  excel- 
lent* A  few  willows,  whose  tops 
were  seen  peeping  through  the 
snow  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley, 
were  quickly  grubbed,  the  tenu 
pitched. 
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pitched,  and  8upper'eooked,and  de^ 
▼oured  with  avidity^  This  was  the 
sixth  day  since  we  had  had  a  good 
meal ;  the  tripe  de  roche^  even 
where  we  got  enough,  only  serv- 
ing to  allay  the  pangs  of  hunger 
for  a  short  time. 

.  -  «  17tli.  We  walked  next . 
day  over  a  more  level  country, 
but  it  was  strewed  with  large 
stones.  These  galled  our  feet  a 
good  deal ;  we  contrived,  however, 
to  wade  through  the  snow  at  a 
tolerably  quick  pace  until  5  p.m. 
having  made  twelve  miles  and  a 
half.  We  had  made  to-day  our 
proper  course,  south  by  east, 
which  we  could  not  venture  upon 
doing  before,  for  fear  of  falUng 
again  upon  some  branch  of  the 
Contwoy-to.  Some  deer  were 
seen  in  the  morning,  but  the 
hunters  fuled  of  killing  any,  and* 
in  the  afternoon  we  fell  into  the 
track  of  a  large  herd,  which  had 
passed  the  day  before,  but  did  not 
overtake  them.  In  consequence 
of  this  want  of  success  we  had  no 
breakfast,  and  but  a  scanty  sup- 
per; but  we  allayed  the  pangs 
of  hunger  by  eating  pieces  of 
singed  hide,  A  little  trvpe  de 
roche  was  also  obtained.  These 
would  have  satisfied  us  in  ordi* 
nary  times,  but  we  were  now 
almost  exhausted  by  slender  fare 
and  travel,  and  our  appetites  had 
become  ravenous." 

I22d.  The  body  of  the  men 
'*  had  halted  among  some  wil- 
lows, where  they  had  picked  up 
some  pieces  of  skin,  and  a  few 
bones  of  deer  that  had  been  de- 
voured by  the  wolves  last  spring. 
They  had  rendered  the  bones 
friable  by  burfiing,  and  eaten 
them,  as  well  as  the  skin:  and 
several  of  them  had  added  their 
old  shoes  to  the  repast.     Peltier 


and  Vaillant  were  with  thetn, 
having  left  the  canoe,  whiehi  they 
said,  was  so  completely  broken 
by  another  fall,  as  to  be  rendered 
incapable  of  repair^  and  entirely 
useless.  The  anguish  this  intelli- 
gence occasioned  may  be  con- 
ceived, but  it  is  beyond  my  power 
to  describe  it.  Impressed,  how- 
ever, with  the  necessity  of  taking 
it  forward,  even  in  the  state  these 
men  represented  it  to  be,  we  ur- 
gently desired  them  to  letch  it ; 
but  they  declined  going,  and  the 
strength  of  the  officers  was  in- 
adequate to  the  task.  To  their 
infktuated  obstinacy  on  this  oc- 
casion, a  great  portion  of  the  me- 
lancholy circumstances  which  at- 
tended our  subsequent  progress 
may,  perhaps,  be  attributed .  The 
men  now  seemed  to  have  lost  all 
hope  of  being  preserved ;  and  all 
the  arguments  we  could  use  failed 
in  stimulating  them  to  the  least 
exertion.  After  consuming  the 
remains  of  the  bones  and  horns 
of  the  deer,  we  resumed  our 
march." 

At  last  weakness  forced  the 
party  to  separate ;  Mr.  Hood,  Dr. 
Richardson,  and  Hepburn,  re- 
mained ;  while  Captain  Franklin 
pushed  on  for  Fort  Enterprise  to 
procure  assistance,  but  Fort  En- 
terprise had  been  left  desolate. 
Two,  Vaillant  and  Credit,  dropped 
behind  in  the  snow,  and  the  state 
of  the  rest  may  be  gathered  from 
the  following : — 

^  Scarcely  were  these  arrange- 
ments finished,  before  Perrault 
and  Fontano  were  seized  with  a  fit 
of  dizsiness,  and  betrayed  other 
symptoms  of  extreme  debility. 
Some  tea  was  quickly  prepared 
for  them,  and  after  drinking  it, 
and  eating  a  few  morsels  of  burn- 
ed leather,  they  recovered,  and 
expressed 
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^preHofl  t)ieir  desire  to  g0  tfftr 
ward;  but  the  other  noep,  ^Isroed 
^t  what  they  had  juat  witnes^edr 
becanie  da»btful  qf  ibeir  own 
atreftgtb»  mi^  gvmg  way  Xq  abr 
solute  d^ectioiiy  dedared  their 
own  inability  to  move.  I  now 
epriieatly  pressed  upon  tbem  the 
neeeasity  of  opntinuing  our  jour** 
ney»  as  the  only  meanf  of  aaying 
their  own  livesi  as  well  as  those  of 
our  friends  at  the  teiit«"  *  -  - 
.  Fontano  nejit  fell;  he  was  an 
Italian,  "  and  had  served  many 
years  iu  De  Meuroa's  ve^ment 
He  had  spokeu  to  me  that  very 
morning,  and  ^f^et  bis  first  at* 
tack  of  diazinesa,  about  his  father ; 
and  bad  begged,  that  should  he 
survive,  I  would  tajke  bin)  with 
me  to  England,  and  put  h|m  uk 
the  way  of  reaohmg  home* 

''  The  party  was  now  Yedueed 
to  five  personal  Adam,  Peltier, 
Benoit,  Samandr^,  and  myself,  r  -* 

**  At  length  we  reached  Fort 
Enterpiiiei  and  to  our  infinite  dia- 
appointment  and  grief  found  it  a 
perfectly  desolate  habitation. — 
There  was  no  deposit  of  provi- 
sion, no  trape  of  the  Indians,  no 
letl^  from  Mr.  Wentzel  to  point 
out  wliere  the  Indiana  might  be 
found.  It  would  be  impossiUe 
for  me  to  describf)  ojit  sensations 
after  entering  tbifi  miserable  abode, 
and  discovering  bow  we  had  been 
neglected :  the  wbple  party  shed 
tears,  not  so  mu^h  for  our  own 
fiite,  as  for  that  of  our  firieads  in 
the  rear,  whose  lives  depended 
X  -entirelv  on  our  sending  immediate 
relief  (torn  this  place. 

"  I  found  a  note*  lu^weyer, 
from  Mr.  Back,  stating  that  he 
had  reached  the  house  two  days 
ago,  and  was  going  in  search  of 
the  Indians,  at  a  part  where  St. 
Qermain  deemed  it  probable  they 


miglht  be  fbuwl.  If  he  w«a  uii* 
auecesafuU  he-purpoaed  walking 
to  Fort  Providenee,  and  sending 
auccour  fipom  thenoe.  Bat  he 
dwbted  whether  either  be  or  his 
party  could  perform  the  journey  to 
that  place  in  their  present  debilita- 
ted state.  It  was  evident  that  any 
aupply  that  could  be  sent  from 
Fort  Prdividence  would  be  long 
la  reaching  us,  and  could  not  be 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  aflE>rd 
any  assistance  to  ouf  companiona 
behind,  imd  that  the  only  relief 
for  tbem  must  be  procured  from 
the  Indians.  I  resolved,  there^ 
fore,  in  g<ring  also  in  search  of 
them ;  but  my  companions  were 
ahaolutely  inoapable  of  proceed^ 
ing,  and  I  thought,  by  haltingf 
two  or  three   days    they  might 

Edier  a  little  strength,  whilst  the 
lay  would  afford  us  the  chance 
of  leanung  whether  Mr.  Back  had 
Seen  (he  Indiana; 

"  We  BOW  looked  round  for 
the  n^eana  of  subsistence,  and 
were  gratified  to  find  several  deev 
skins,  which  had  been  thrown 
away  during  our  former  residence. 
The  bones  were  gathered  from 
the  heap  of  ashes ;  thete  with  the 
skins,  and  the  addition  of  rrt^M  die 
roekef  we  considered  woidd  si^h 
port  us  tolerably  well  for  a  time. 
As  to  the  houses  the  parchment 
being  torn  from  the  windows,  the 
apartment  we  selected  for  oar 
^bode  was  exposed  to  a)l  the  ri« 
gour  of  the  season.  We  endea- 
voured to  exclude  the  wind  aa 
much  as  possible,  by  placing  loose 
boards  against  the  apertures..  The 
temperature  was  now  between  15 
and  20  deg.  below  zero.  We 
procured  fuel  by  pulling  up  the 
flooring  of  the  other  rooms,  and 
water  for  the  purpose  of  cooking, 
by  melting  the  snow.    Whilst  we 

were 
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werq  seated  round  U^e'fire»  itinge^ 
iog  the  deer-skin  for  supper,  we 
were  rejoiced  by  the  unexpected 
entrance  of  Augustus,  He  had 
followed  quite  a  different  course 
from  ours,  and  the  circumstance 
of  his  having  found  his  >¥ay 
through  a  part  of  the  country  he 
had  never  been  in  before,  must 
be  considered  a  remarkable  proof 
pf  sagacity.  The  unusual  earli* 
ness  of  this  winter  became  mani- 
fest to  us  from  the  state  of  things 
at  this  spot,  ll^ast  year  at  the  sanp^ 
season,  and  still  later,  there  had 
been  very  little  snow  on  the  ground, 
and  we  were  surrounded  by  v^t 
herds  of  rein-deer.  Now  there 
were  but  few  recent  tracks  of  these 
animals,  and  the  snow  was  up-* 
wards  of  two  feet  deep.  Winter 
River  was  then  open,  now  it  was 
frozen  two  feet  thick. 

**  When  I  arose  the  following 
morning,  my  body  and  limbs  were 
so  swollen  that  I  was  unable  to 
walk  more  than  a  few  yards. — 
Adam  was  in  a  still  worse  condi- 
tion, being  absolutely  incapable 
of  rising  without  assistance.  My 
other  companions  fortunately  ex- 
perienced this  inconvenience  in  a 
Jess  degree,  and  went  to  collect 
bones,  and  some  trive  de  roche^ 
whic^  supplie4  us  with  two  meals. 
The  boi\es  were  quite  acrid,  anc^ 
tlie  soup  extracted  from  them  esf;- 
coriated  the  n^outh  if  taken  alone, 
but  it  was  somewhat  ^lilder  when 
boiled  with  tripe  de  rocke,  and  we 
even  thought  Uie  mixture  pfJata- 
ble,  with  Uie  addition  of  salt,  of 
which  a  cask  had  been  fortunately 
left  here  in  the  spring.  Augustus 
to-day  set  two  fishing  lines  below 
the  rapid.  On  his  way  thither  he 
saw  two  deer,  but  had  not  strength 
to  follow  them." 

The  fate  of  the  party  behind 


wps  stall  more  depl^ablfi^  An4 
with  as  much  as  we  cao  99)^ 
from  Br.  Ri^hardspn'i  narra^iv^ 
we  conclude : 

nth  Sepiemhr.--*'  O^  arriv- 
ing at  the  pines,  we  were  much 
Itlarmed  to  find  that  Mjphel  was 
absent.  We  feared  that  he  had 
lost  his  way  in  coiqing  to  yis  in 
tbe  morning,  although  it  was  not 
eaf  y  to  conjecture  how  that  could 
have  h^pencd,  as  our  footsteps 
of  yesterc|at  ^^'?  ^^^ry  distinist. 
Hepburii  went  back  for  the  teat, 
and  retuTf^ed  with  it  after  dusk, 
completely  worn  out  with  the 
fatigue  of  the  day,  Michel  too 
arrived  at  the  same  time,  ^nd  rer 
lieved  our  a^^e^y  pn  his  account- 
}Ie  repeated  that  he  had  hpe^  ia 
chase  of  some  deer  wl^c^  passed 
near  his  ^leeping-place  ;n  ^ 
morning,  a|id  although  he  did  not 
come  up  with  ^hepi,'  ye^  that  he 
foi^nd  a  wolfvyhichhad  l^een  killed 
by  the  f  troke  of  a*  de^r'a  horn, 
and  had  broughl^  a  part  of  it.  We 
implicitly  believed  this  ^tpjpy  then* 
out  afterwards  became  conviQcted 
from  cirpumstances,  the  detail  of 
which  m^ybe  spared,  that  it  must 
have  been  a  portion  of  the  body 
of  Belanger  or  Perrault.  A  ques^ 
tion  of  moment  here  presents  it- 
self; namely,  whether  he  actually 
murdered  these  men,  qr  either  of 
them,  or  whether  he  found  tki^ 
bodies  on  the  snow.  Captain 
Franklin,  who  \a  the  best  able  to 
j^dge  of  thjs  matter,  from  know- 
mg  their  sitf:|ation  when  he  parted 
from  them,  suggested  the  ^rmer. 
idea,  and  that  both  Pelanger  and 
Perrault  had  been  sacrificed* — 
When  Perrault  turned  back,  C^p< 
taifi  Franklin  watched  him  until 
he  reached  a  small  group  of  wil- 
lows, which  was  immediately  ad- 
joining to  the  fire,  and  concealed 

it 
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it  front  view,  and  at  this  time  the 
smoke  bf  fresh  fuel  was  distinctly 
visible.  Captain  Franklin  con- 
jectures, that  Michel  having  al- 
ready destroyed  Belanger,  com- 
pleted his  crime  by  Perrault's 
death,  in  order  to  screen  himself 
from  detection.  -  - 

<*  On  the  19th  Michel  refused 
•  to  hunt,  or  even  to  assist  in  carry- 
ing a  log  of  wood  to  the  fire, 
which  was  too  heavy  for  Hep- 
burn's strength  and  mine.  Mr. 
Hood  endeavoured  to  point  out 
CO  him  the  necessity  and  duty  of 
exertion,  and  tlie  cruelty  of  his 
quitting  us  without  leaving  some- 
thing for  our  support;  but  the 
discourse,  far  from  producmg  any 
beneficial  effect,  seemed  only  to 
excite  his  anger,  and  amongst 
other  expressions  he  made  use  of 
the  following  remarkable  one: 
^  It  is  no  use  hunting,  there  are 
no  animals,  you  had  better  kill 
and  eat  me.'  At  length,  however, 
he  went  out,  but  returned  very 
soon,  with  a  report  that  he  had 
seen  three  deer,  which  he  was 
unable  to  follow  from  having  wet 
his  foot  in  a  small  stream  of  water 
thinly  covered  with  ice,  and  being 
consequently  obliged  to  come  to 
the  fire.  The  day  was  rather 
mild,  and  Hepburn  and  I  gathered 
a  large  kettleful  of  tripe  de  roche; 
Michel  slept  in  the  tent  this  night. 

"  Sunday,  October  20. — ^In  the 
morning  we  again  urged  Michel 
to  go  a  hunting,  that  he  might,  if 
possible,  leave  us  some  provision, 
to-morrow  being  the  day  appoint- 
ed for  his  quitting  us;  but  he 
shewed  great  unwillingness  to  go 
out,  and  lingered  about  the  fire, 
under  the  pretence  of  cleaning  his 
gun.  Afler  we  had  read  the  morn- 
ing service  I  went  about  noon  to 
gather  some  tripe  de  roche,  leav- 


ing MrJ  Hood  sitting  befiwe  the 
tent  at  the  fire-side,  arguing  with 
Michel ;  Hepburn  was  employed 
cutting  down  a  tree  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  tent,  bemg  de- 
sirous of  accumulating  a  quantity 
of  fire-wood  before  he  left  us.  A 
short  time  after  I  went  out,  I 
heard  the  report  of  a  gun,  and 
about  ten  minutes  afterwards 
Hepburn  called  to  me  in  a  voice 
of  great  alarm,  to  toxoe  directly. 
When  1  arrived,  I  found  poor 
Hood  lying  lifeless  at  the  fire^ 
side,  a  ball  having  apparently  en- 
tered his  forehead.  I  was  at  first 
horror-struck  with  the  idea,  that 
in  a  fit  of  despondency  he  had 
hurried  himself  into  the  presence 
of  his  Almighty  Judge,  by  an  act 
of  his  own  hand ;  but  die  conduct 
of  Michel  soon  gave  rise  to  odier 
thoughts,  and  excited  suspicions 
which  were  confirmed,  when  upon 
examining  the  body  I  discovered 
that  the  shot  had  entered  the  back 
part  of  the  head,  and  passed  out 
at  the  forehead,  and  that  the 
muzzle  of  the  gun  had  been  ap- 
plied so  close  as  to  set  fire  to  the 
night-cap  behind.  -  -  - 

"  Next  day,  having  determined 
on  going  to  the  Fort,  we  began 
to  patch  and  prepare  our  clo&es 
for  the  journey.  We  singed  the 
hair  off  a  part  of  the  buffUo  robe 
that  belonged  to  Mr.  Hood,  and 
boiled  and  ate  it.  -  - 

*^  Thick  snowy  weather  and  a 
head  wind  prevented  us  from 
starting  the  following  day,  but  on 
the  morning  of  %M  we  set  out, 
carrying  with  us  the  remainder  of 
the  singed,  robe*  Hepburn  and 
Michel  had  each  a  gun,  and  I 
carried  a  small  pistol,  which 
Hepburn  had  loaded  for  me.  In 
the  course  of  the  march  Michel 
alarmed  us  much  by  his  gestures 

and 
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«ad  eondact,  wat  consiautlj  inut- 
terinff  to  himgelf,  espressed  an 
unwiQingneM  to  go  to  the  Fort, 
and  tried  to  periuade  rae  to  go 
to  the  southward  to  the  woods, 
where  he  said  he  could  maintain 
himself  all  the  winter  by  killing 
deer.     In  consequence  of  this  be> 
haTionr,  and  the  e3q>ression  of  his 
countenance^  I  requested  him  to 
leave  us  and  to  go  to  the  south* 
ward  by  himself.    This  proposal 
increased  his  ill-nature,  he  threw 
out  some  obscure  hints  of  freeing 
himself  from  all  restraint  on  the 
morrow ;    and  I  overheard  him 
muttering  threats'  against  Hep 


an  open  attack,  nor  could  we  by 
any  device  escape  from  him.    Our 
united  strength  was  far  inferior  to 
his,  and,  besides  his  gun,  he  was 
armed  with  two  pistols,  an  Indian 
bayonet,  and  a  knife.     In  the  af- 
ternoon, coming   to  a  rock   on 
which   there  was  some  tripe  dt 
rochcf  he  halted,    and   said    he 
would   gather  it  whilst  we  went 
on,  and  that  he  would  soon  over- 
take us.     Hepburn  and  I  were 
now  left  together  for  the  first  time 
since  Mr.  Hood's  death,  and  he 
acquainted  me  with  several  mate- 
rial circumstances,  which  he  had 
observed  of  Michel's  behaviour. 


born,  whom  he  openly  accused  of   and  which  confirmed  me  in  the 
faivijig:  toU  stories  against  him*    opinion  that  there  was  no  safety 


He  aho»  for  the  first  time,  assunv* 
cd  such  a  tone  of  superiority  in 
•ddresmg  m«»  as  evinced  that  he 
eoMidered  us  to  be  completely  in 
bis  power,  and  he  gave  vent  to 
MTend  expressions  of  hatred  to- 
wards the  white  people^  or,  as  he 
termed  us  in'  the  idiom  of  the 


for  us  except  in  his  death,  and  he 
offered  to  be  the  instrument  of  it. 
I  determined,  however,  as  I  was 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  dreadful  act,  to 
take  the  whole  responsibility  upon 
myself;  and  immediately  upon 
ImcheFs  coming  up,  I  put  an  end 


voyagers,   the   French,   some  of   to  his  life  by  shooting  him  tlirough 
whom,,  be  said,   had  killed  and    the  head  with  a  pistol. - 


eaten  his  uncle  and  two  of  his  re- 
lations.    In  short,  taking  every 
circomatance  of  his  conduct  into 
consideration,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  he  would  attempt  to 
destroy  us  on  the  first  opportunity 
that  offered,   and    that    he    had 
hitherto  abstained  from  doing  so 
from  his  ignorance  of  the  way  to 
the  Fort,  but  that  he  would  never 
sufier  mi  to  go  thither  in  com- 
pany widi  him.     In  the  course  of 
the  day  he  had  several  times  re- .  and  sepulchral 
marked  that  we  were  pursuing 
the  same  course  that  Mr.  Frank- 
lin was  doing  when  he  left  him, 
and  that  by  keeping  towards  the 
setting  sun  he  could  find  his  way 
himself.      Hepburn  and  I   were 
not  in  a  condition  to  resist  even 
1823. 


)29th.  Upon  entering  the  now 
desolate  building,  we  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  embracing  Captain 
Franklin,  but  no  words  can  con- 
vey an  idea  of  the  filth  and  wretch- 
edness that  met  our  eyes  on  look- 
ing around.  Our  own  misery  had 
stolen  upon  us  by  degrees,  and 
we  were  accustomed  to  the  con- 
templation of  each  other's  ema- 
ciated figures,  but  the  ghastly 
countenances,  dilated  eye-balls, 
voices  of  Mr. 
Franklin  and  those  with  him, 
were  more  than  we  could  at  first 
bear. 

"  November  1. — This  day  was 
fine  and  mild,  Hepburn  went 
hunting,  but  was,  as  usual,  unsuc- 
cessful.     As   his    strength    was 

G  rapidly 
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rapidly  decIiDiog,  we  advised  him 
to  desist  from  the  pursuit  of  deer ; 
and  only  to  go  out  for  a  short 
time,  and  endeavour  to  kill  a  few 

Cartridges  for  Peltier;  and  Seman- 
r<^.  The  Doctor  obtained  a  littie 
tripe  de  roche^  but  Peltier  could 
not  eat  any  of  it,  and  Semandr^ 
only  a  few  spooniuls,  owing  to 
the  soreness  of  their  throats.  In 
the  afternoon  Peltier  was  so  much 
exhausted,  that  he  sat  up  with 
difficulty,  and  looked  piteously ; 
at  length  he  slided  from  his  stool 
upon  his  bed,  as  we  supposed  to 
sleep,  and  in  this  composed  «tate 
he  remained  upwards  of  two  hours, 
without  our  apprehending'  ^y 
danger.  We  were  then  alarmed 
by  hearing  a  rattling  in  his  throat, 
and  on  the  Doctor  s  examining 
him,  he  was  found  to  be  speech- 
less»  He  died  in  the  course  of 
the  night.  Semandr^  sat  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  even 
assisted  in  pounding  some  bones ; 
but,  on  witnessing  the  melancholy 
state  of  Peltier,  he  became  very 
low,  and  began  to  complain  of 
cold  and  stiffness  of  the  joints. 
Being  unable  to  keep  up  a  suffi- 
cient fire  to  warm  hrai,  we  laid 
him  down  and  covered  him  with 
several  blankets.  He  did  not, 
however,  appear  to  get  better,  and 
I  deeply  lament  to  add  he  also 
died  before  daylight.  We  re- 
moved the  bodies  of  the  deceased 
into  the  opposite  part  of  the  house, 
but  our  united  strength  was  in- 
adequate to  the  task  of  interring 
them,  or  even  carrying  them  down 
to  the  river. 

**  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark 
that  poor  Peltier,  from  the  time 
of  Benoit's  departure,  had  fixed 
on  the  firftt  of  November  as  the 
time  when  he  should  cease  to  ex* 


peel  auy  ralicf  fitttm  the  • 
and-had  r^peate^  said  that  if 
they'didnot  arrive  by  that  day» 
he  should' not  aorvivew 

"  Peltier  had  endeared  \amaM 
to  each  df  ua  by  his  chaer&kieflB, 
his  unceasing  activity,  and  aiflfee- 
tionate  care  and.  atteations,  ever 
since  our  arri^at  thiajklaoe. .  He 
had  nursed  Adam  with  the  tendcr- 
est  M^icitbde  the  whole  time.-^ 
Poor  Semandir^  was  iailling  to 
have  taken  his  share  in  the  laixmrs 
of  the  party,  had  he  not  bee» 
wholly  iheapacitated  by  his  weak<« 
ness  and  low  spirits.  The  aevere 
shocK  OGciEiaioned  by  thet.8ii4dett 
dissolution  of  our  two  oompaniooa 
rendered  ua  very  mdancholyr—' 
Adam  became  low  and  despoodU 
ent,  a  change  which  we  le- 
mented  the  more,  aa  we  luid  per-t 
eeived  he  had  been  gahuttg 
strength  and  spirits  for  the  two 
preceding  days.  I  waa  parties* 
larly  distressed  by  the  &oagbi 
that  the  labour  of  coUecting  wood 
must  now  devolve  upon  ]>r» 
Richardson  and  Hapbom,  and 
that  my  debility  would  disable  me 
from  affording  them  any  material 
assistance;  indeed  both,  of  them 
most  kindly  urged  me  not  to  make 
the  attempt.  They  were  oocopied 
the  whole  of  the  next  day  in  tem^ 
iog  down  the  logs  of  which  ^e 
store-house  was  built,  bat  ihe 
mud  plastered  between  theiki  vna 
so  hard  frosen  that  the  labour  of 
separation  exceeded  their  atrengtiit 
and  diey  were  completely  exhaoai- 
ed  by  bringing  in  wood  auffioicnt 
for  less  than  twdve  honra'  eon- 
sumption. 

*^  I  foand  it  necessary  in  dieir 
absence,  to  remain  constantly  near 
Adam,  and  to  convorae  with  him, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  reflecting 
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on  our  condition,  «nd  to  keep  up 
his  spirits  as  far  as  possible.  I 
also  lay  by  his  side  at  night. 

"  On  the  Sd  the  weather  was 
very  cold,  though  the  atmosphere 
was  cloudy.  This  morning  Hep- 
burn was  affected  with  swelling 
in  his  limbs  ;  his  strength,  as  weu 
as  that  of  the  Doctor,  was  rapidly 
declining ;  they  continued,  how- 
ever, to  be  .full  of  hope.  Their 
utmost  exertions  could  only  sup- 
ply wood,  to  renew  the  fire  thrice, 
and  on  making  it  up  the  last  time 
we  went  to  bed.  Adam  was  ia 
rather  better  spirits,  but  he  could 
not  bear  to  be  left  alone.  Our 
stock  of  bones  was  exhausted  by 
a  small  quantity  of  soup  we  made 
this  evening.  The  toil  of  sepa- 
rating the  hair  from  the  skins, 
which  in  fact  were  our  chief  sup- 
port, had  now  become  so  weari- 
some as  to  prevent  us  from  eating 
as  much  as  we  should  otherwise 
have  done." 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  read 
this  unaffected  and  truly  pathetic 
tale  without  being  moved  to  tears* 
What  is  the  poetical  distress  of 
tragedy  to  its  melancholy  details ! 
In  tour  days  more  we  are  told — 

-  -  "  The  swellings  in  Adam's 
limbs  having  subsided,  he  was 
free  from  pain,  and  arose  this 
morning  in  much  better  spirits, 
and  spoke  of  cleaning  his  gun 
ready  lor  shooting  partridges,  or 
any  animals  that  might  appear 
near  the  house;  but  his  tone  en- 
tirely changed  before  the  day  was 
half  over;  he  became  again  de- 
jected, and  could  scarcely  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  eat.  The  Doctor 
and  Hepburn  were  almost  ex- 
hausted. '  The  cutting  of  one  log 
of  wood  occupied  the  latter  half  an 
hour ;  and  the  other  took  as  much 


time  to  drag  it  intp  the  house» 
though  the  distance  did  not  ex« 
ceed  thirty  yards.  "  I  endeavoured 
to  help  tl^e.  Doctor,  but  my  as- 
sistance was  very  trifling.  Yet  it 
was  evident  that,  in  a  day  or  two, 
if  their  strength  should  continue 
to  decline  at  the  same  rate,  I 
should  be  the  strongest  of  the 
party. 

*'  I  may  here  remark  that  ow- 
ing to  our  loss  of  flesh,  the  hai^- 
n^s.  of  the  floor,  from  which  we 
were  only  protected  by  a  blanjcet, 
produced  soreness  over  the  body, 
and  especially  those  parts  oii 
whk^  the  weight  rested  in  iyinj^ 
yet  to  turn  ourselves  for  relief 
was  a  matter  of  toil  and  difficulty. 
However,  during  this  period,  an^ 
indeed  all  along  after  the.  acute 
pains  of  hunger,  which  lasted  but 
three  or  four  days,  had  subsidedt 
WP  generally  enjoyed  the  comfort 
of  a  few  hours'  sleep.  The 
dreams  which  for  the  most  part* 
but  not  always  accompanied  it, 
were  usually  (though  not  invari- 
ably,) of  a  pleasant  character,  be- 
ing very  often  about  tlie  enjoy- 
ments of  feasting.  In  the  day- 
time we  fell  into  the  practice  of 
conversing  on  conimon  and  light 
subjects,  although  we  sometimes 
discussed  with  seriousness  and 
earnestness  topics  connected  with 
religion.  We  generally  avoided 
speaking  directly  of  our  present 
sufferings,  or  even  of  the  prospect 
of  relief.  I  observed,  that  in 
proportion  as  our  strength  de- 
.cayed)  our  minds  exhibited  symp;- 
toms  of  weakness,  evinced  by  a 
kind  of  unreasonable  pettishness 
with  each  other.  Each  of  us 
thought  the  other  weaker  in  in- 
tellect than  himself,  and  more  in 
need  of   advice   and  assistance. 

Q  9.  So 
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So  trifling  a  circumstance  as  a 
change  of  place,  recommended 
by  one  as  being  warmer  and  more 
comfortable,  and  refused  by  the 
other  from  a  dread  of  motion, 
frequently  called  forth  fretful  ex- 
pressions, which  were  no  sooner 
uuered  than  atoned  for,  to  be  re- 
peated  perhaps  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes.  The  same  thing 
often  occurred  when  we  endea* 
Toured  to  assist  «ach  other  in 
carrying  wood  to  the  fire;  none 
of  us  were  willing  to  receiye  as- 
sistance, although  the  task  was 
disproportioned  to  our  strength. 
On  one  of  these  occasions  Hep- 
bum  was  so  convinced  of  this 
waywardness,  that  he  exclaimed, 
*'  Dear  me,  if  we  are  spared  to 
return  to  England,  I  wonder  if 
we  shall  recover  our  understand- 
mgs. 

On  the  7th,  the  Indians  sent  by 
Mr.  Back  happily  arrived  with 
relief,  and  so  dreadfully  season- 
ably, that 

'  '**  Poor  Adam  was  in  so  low 
a  state  that  he  could  scarcely 
comprehend  the  information. — 
When  the  Indians  entered,  he 
attempted  to  rise,  but  sank  down 
again.  But  for  this  seasonable 
interposition  of  Providence,  his 
existence  must  have  terminated 
in  a  few  hours,  and  that  of  the 
rest  probably  in  not  many  days. 

'<  The  Indians  had  left  Akait- 
cho's  encampment  on  the  5th 
November,  having  been  sent  by 
Mr.  Back  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, aher  he  had  arrived  at 
their  tenu.  They  brought  but 
a  small  supply  of  provision,  that 
they  might  travel  quickly.  It 
consisted  of  dried  deer's  meat, 
some  fat,  and  a  few  tongues. 
Dr.  Richardson,  Hepburn,  and  I, 
eagerly  devoured  the  food,  which 


they  imprudently  presented  to  us 
in  too  great  abuudance ;  and  in 
consequence  we  suffered  dread- 
fully from  indigestion,  and  had 
no  rest  the  whole  night  Adam, 
being  unable  to  feed  himself,  was 
more  judidously  trea^  by  them, 
and  suffered  less  ;  his  spirits  re- 
vived hourly.  The  circumstance 
of  our  eating  more  food  than  was 
proper  in  our  present  condition, 
was  another  striking  'proof  of  the 
debility  of  our  minds.  We  were 
perfecdy  aware  pf  the  danger,  and 
Dr.Richardson  repeatedly  caution- 
ed us  to  be  moderate ;  but  he  wai 
himself  unable  to  practise  the 
caution  he  so  judiciously  recom- 
mended." ' 

On  the  16th,  the  Pfurty  were 
enabled  to  quit  Fort  Enterprise, 
and  descend  Winter  River,  &c; 
and  on  the  26th  reached  the  abode 
of  the  Chief  (their  companion) 
Akaitcho. 

Mr.  Back's  narrative,  corre- 
sponding with  that  of  Captain 
Franklin,  and  that  of  Dr.  Ridiard- 
son  (he  having  lefr  them,  accom- 
panied by  St.  Grermain,  Belanger, 
and  Beauparlant,  to  seek  relief  for 
the  party  at  Fort  Enterprise,)  is 
of  nearly  equal  interest ;  and  we 
shall  transcribe  a  few  of  its  strik- 
ing passages. 

October  6.  "  My  increasing 
debility  had  for  some  time  oblig- 
ed me  to  use  a  stick  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  my  arms ;  the 
pain  in  my  shoulders  being  so 
acute  that  I  could  not  bear  diem 
to  remain  in  the  usual  position  for 
two  minutes  together.  We  halted 
at  five  among  some  small  brush- 
wood, ahd  made  a  sorry  meal  of 
an  old  pair  of  leather  trowsers, 
and  some  swamp  tea."  -  -  - 

7th.  -  -  '*  In  tne  evening,  from 
there  being  no  tripe  de  rocket  we 

were 
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were  compelled  to  tatisfy,  or  ra- 
ther  allay,  the  cravings  of  hunger^ 
by  eating  a  gun  cover  and  a  pair 
of  old  shoes :  at  this  time  I  bad 
scarcely  strength  to  get  on  my 
legs." 

Their  disappointment  at  arriv« 
ing  at  Fort  Enterpriie  is  feelingly 
painted. 

-  -  <'  We  passed  the  Slave 
Rock,  and  making  frequent  halu, 
arrived  within  a  i£ort  distance  of 
Fort  Enterprise ;  but  as  we  per- 
ceived neither  any  marks  of  In* 
dians,  nor  even  of  animals,  the 
men  began  absolutely  to  despair : 
on  a  nearer  approach,  however, 
the  tracks  of  large  herds  of  deer^ 
which  had  only  passed  a  few  hours, 
tended  a  little  to  revive  their 
spirits,  and  shortly  afVer  we  cross* 
ed  the  ruinous  threshold  of  the 
long-sought-for  spot;  but  what 
was  our  surprise,  what  our  sensa- 
tions, at  beholding  every  thing  in 
the  most  desolate  and  neglected 
state ;  the  doors  and  windows  of 
that  room  in  which  we  expected 
to  find  provisions,  had  been 
thrown  down,  and  carelessly  left 
so;  and  the  wild  animals  of  the 
woods  had  resorted  there,  as  to 
a  place  of  shelter  and  retreat. 
Mr.  Wentsel  had  taken  away  the 
trunks  and  papers,  but  had  left 
no  note  to  guide  us  to  the  Indians. 
This  was  to  us  the  most  grievous 
disappointment;  without  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Indians,  bereft  of 
every  resource,  we  felt  ourselves 
reduced  to  the  most  miserable 
state,  which  was  rendered  still 
worse,  from  the  recollection  that 
our  friends  in  the  rear  were  as 
miserable  as  ourselves.  For  the 
moment,  however,  hunger  pre- 
vailed, and  each  began  to  gnaw 
the  scraps  of  putrid  and  frosen 
meat  ^t  were  lying  about,  with- 


out waiting  to  prepare  them*  A 
fire,  however,  was  made»  and  the 
neck  and  bones  of  a  deer,  found 
lying  in  the  house»  were  boiled 
and  devoured. 

*'  I  determined  to  remain  a  day 
here  to  repose  ourselves,  and  then 
to  go  in  search  of  the  Indians,  and 
in  the  event  of  missing  them,  to 
proceed  to  the  first  trading  esta- 
blishment, which  was  distant 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
miles,  and  from  thence  to  send 
succour  to  my  companions."  -  •  - 

In  executing  this  generous  pur- 
pose, one  time  Belanger  had  been 
despatched  a  distance  of  four 
miles,  but  so  reduced  were  the 
miserable  travellers, 

'*  October  16 — We  waited  un- 
til two  in  the  afternoon  for  Be- 
langer ;  but  not  seeing  any  thing 
of  him  on  the  lake,  we  set  out, 
purposing  to  encamp  at  the  Nar- 
rows, the  place  which  was  said  to 
be  so  good  for  fishing,  and  where, 
according  to  St.  Germain's  ac- 
count, the  Indians  never  failed 
to  catch  plenty;  its  distance  at 
most  could  not  be  more  than  two 
miles.  We  had  not  proceeded  • 
far  before  Beauparlant  began  to 
complain  of  increasing  weakness. 
This  was  so  usual  with  us  that 
no  particular  notice  was  taken  of 
It,  for  in  fact  there  was  little 
difference,  all  being  alike  feeble : 
among  other  things,  he  said»  whilst 
we  were  resting,  diat  he  should 
never  get  beyond  the  next  en- 
campment, for  his  strength  had 
quite  failed  him.  I  endeavoured 
to  encourage  him  by  explaining 
the  mercy  'of  the  Supreme  Being, 
who  ever  beholds  with  an  eye  of 
pity  those  that  seek  his  aid.  This 
passed  as  common  discourse, 
when  he  inquired  where  we  were 
to  put  up ;  St.  Germain  pointed 

to 
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to  a  small  clmnp  of  pines  near  \x^: 
the  only  place  indeed  that  offered 
for  fiicl.  *  Well/  replied  the  poor 
man,  •  take  your  axe,  Mr.-  Back; 
and  I  will  follow  at  my  leisure,  I 
shall  join  you '  by  the  time  the  en- 
campment IS  made/  Thiir  is  a 
usual  practice  of  the  country,  and 
St.  Germain  and  myself  went  on 
towards  the  spot;  ft  wiis  Ihrd 
o'clock  and'  not  very  dold,  Irat 
rather  milder  than  we  had  expe^ 
rienced  it  fbr  some  time,  when, 
dn  leaving  the  ice,  we  sa^  a'num-r 
ber  of  crows  perched  on  the  top 
erf  some  high  pines  near  us.  St. 
Germatn  immediately  said  there 
must  be  some  dead  animal  there- 
abouts, and  proceeded  to  search, 
When  we  saw  several  heads  of  deer 
half  buried  in  the  snow  and  ice, 
iHthout  eyes  or  tongues.  The 
previous  severity  of  the  weather 
only  having  obliged  the  wolves 
and  other  animals  to  abandon 
them.  An  expression  of  *  Oh 
merciful  God  I  we  are  saved,' 
broke  from  us  both;  and  with 
feelings  more  easily  imagined  thaii 
described,  w«'  shook*  hands,  not 
knowing  what  to  say  for  joy.  It 
was  twilight,  and  a  fog  was  rapidly 
darkening  the  surface  of  the  lake, 
when  St.  Germain  commenced 
n^aking  the  encampment;  the 
task  was  too  laborious  for  me  to 
render  him  any  assistance,  and 
had  we  not  thus  providentially 
found  provision,  I  feel  convinced 
that  the  next  twenty-four  hours 
would  have  terminated  my  exist- 
ence. But  this  good  fortune,  in 
some  measure,  renovated  me  for 
the  moment,  and  putting  out  my 
whole  strength,  I  contrived  to 
collect  a  few  heads,  and  with  in* 
credible  difficulty  carried  them 
singly  about  thirty  paces  to  the 
fire. 


«' Dartaiesa  Mlii  on  sm  ;|ip«eet 
Midi  ()ettam«^eftiMmdy'4uixkraa 
itboiut  BiMuparlant  $  seviml^ulii 
Were'  fired,  to  each  of  which  he 
aasw^sred.  We  tktxt  eall^  out, 
and  again  heard  his  responses^ 
though  faintly,  Wlien  I  Md  St. 
Oermain  to  g6  gUd  Idcds  f^r  haa, 
as  I  had  n«t  strength  my»^ll^  feie* 
ittg' quite  exhausted i -^  He  said. 
Uiat  he  htid  ahready  i^liieed  a  pini» 
branch  on  the  ice;  and  be  could 
then  sdarcePf  find  his  iMy  back, 
but  if  he  went  now  he  shoiild  cer-» 
lainly  be  lost.  In  this  situation  I 
could  only  hope  that  as  Beaupar* 
lant  had  my  blaiiket^  and  every 
thin^  requisite  to  light  a  fire,  he 
might  have  encamped*  at  a  little 
distance  from  us. 

*•  October  17 The  night  waa 

cold  and  clear,  but  we  could' not 
sleep  at  all,  from  the  pahii  6f 
having  eaten.  We  suffered  the 
most  excruciating  torments, 
though  I  in  particultnr  did  nm  eiit 
a  quarter  of  what  would  hate  sa- 
tisfied me;  it  might  Hiiver  been 
from  using  a  quantity  of  raw  <ri 
frozen  sinetrs  of  the  legs  of  deer, 
which  neither  of  US'  cbnld  avoid 
doing,  so  great  was  our  tiniiger. 
In  the  morning,  being  mueh  ajgi* 
tated  for  the  safety  of  Beaupar- 
lant,  I  desired  St  Germain  to  go 
in  search  of  him,  and  tb  rettini 
with  him  as  quick  as  poteible, 
when  I  wouM  have 'soinetbii^ 
prepared  fbr  them  to  eaU   ' 

'*  It  was,  however,  late  when  he 
arrived,  with  a  small  bundle  wliidi 
Beauparlant  was  accustomed  to 
earry,  and  with  tears  in  hia  eyes 
told  me  that  he  had  found  our 

r>or  companion  dead.  Dead  I 
could  not  believe  him.  *  It  is 
so,  Sir,'  said  St.  Gerrmain ;  '  after 
hallooing  and  calling  hia  name  to 
no  purpose,  I  went  towarda  our 

last 
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last  eocampaienty  idbont  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  and  found  lum 
•tretched  upon  his  back  on  a  sand 
bank  iroeen  to  death,  hit  limbs  all 
extended  and  swelled  enormously^ 
and  as  hard  as  the  ice  that  was 
near  him;  his  bundle  was  behind 
him,  as  if  it  had  rolled  away  when 
he  fell,  and  the  blanket  which 
he  wore  around  his  neck  and 
shoulders  thrown  on  one  side* 
Seeing  that  there  was  no  longer 
life  in  him,  I  threw  your  covering 
over  him,  and  placed  his  snow 
shoes  on  the  top  of  it.' 

"  1  had  not  even  thought  of  so 
serious  an  occurrence  in  our  little 
party,  and  fox  a  short  time  wasob- 
liged  to  give  vent  to  my  grieL"  -  -* 

Belanger  rejoined  the  two  rer. 
maining  wanderers: — "We  had 
set  fishing-lines^  but  without  any 
vncce^ ;  and  we  often  saw  large 
herds  of  deer  crossing  the  lake  at 
ftill  speed,  and  wolves  pursuing 
them.  -  *  - 

**  On  the  27th  we  discovered  the 
remains  of  a  deer,  on  which  we 
feasted.  The  night  was  unusually 
cold,  and  ice  formed  in  a  pint^pot 
within  twp  feet  of  a  fire.  The 
coruscations  of  the  Aurora  were 
beautifully  brilliant ;  they  served 
to  dww  lis  eight  wolves,  which  we 
had  some  trouble  to  frighten  away 
from  oui:  collection  of  deer^s 
bones;  and,  with  their  howling, 
ai>d  the  constant  cracking  of  the 
ice,  we  did  not  get.  much  rest. 

"  Having  collected  with  great 
care,  and  by  self-denial,  two  small 
packets  of  dried  meat  or  sinews, 
suiSScient  (for  men  who  knew  what 
it  was  to  fast),  to  last  for  eight 
days  at  the  rate  of  one  indiffer- 
ent paeal  per  day,  we  prepared  to 
set  out  on  the  SOth.  I  calculated 
that  we  should  be  about  fourteen 
days  in  reaching  Fort  Providence ; 
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andy  allowing  thi^  we  aeiAer  hSJl* 
ed  deer  nor  found  Ii\diaQS,  we 
coi^ldbut  be  unprovided  with  fbod 
six  days,  and  this  we  heeded  nol 
whilst  the  prospect  of  obtainifig 
full  relief  was  before  us.  A;eeord<^ . 
ingly  we  set  out  against  a. keen 
nordi-east  wind,  in  order  lo  .gain 
the  known  route  to  Fort  ProvV 
dence.  We  saw  a  number  of 
wolves -and  some  crows  on  ftht 
middle  of  the  lake,  andsuppooni^ 
sucb  an  asaiembly  wns  not  mdb 
idly,  we  made  for  them,  and  came, 
in  for  a  share  of  a  deer,  wliich  they 
had  killed  a  short  time  before,  and 
thus  added  a  couple  of  meals  to 
our  stock.  By  four  p.  m .  we  gain* 
ed  the  head  of  the  lake,  or  the 
direct  road  to  Fort  Providence, 
and  some  dry  wood  being  athand» 
we  encamped/'  -  -  - 

In  a  few  days  more  they  were 
relieved  by  the  Indians. 


12.  Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the 
Norjtkem  nhate  Fishery^  m- 
dwAng  researches  and  discoveries 
on  Hit  Eastern  Coast  of  West 
Greenland^  made  in  the  summer 
of  1 822.  By  William  Scoresby , 
Jun.  F.R.S.E.  M.W.S.  &c. 
Commander. 

This  Voyage  was  undertaken 
originally  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  Whale  Fishery  on  the  Coast 
of  Greenland  and  Spitsbergen, 
but  collaterally  for  the  purpose  of 
discovery.  It  was  accomplished 
in  the  ship  Baffin,  of  Liverpool, 
of  S2l  tons  l^urden  and  fifty 
men.  Captain  ^^rasby  effected, 
during  the  voyage,  surveys  of 
800  miles  aloqg  >^e  .^coast  of 
Greenland, — ^i^easuringthecurva* 
ture— 4ind  corrected  errors  in  the 
chart  of  tho^e  latitudes,  many  of 

them 
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tbem   of  Beriotts  and  dangerous 
magnitade. 

Arriving  at  Spitsbergen,  he  ob- 
serves :  The  western  coast  pre- 
sents alternate  streaks  of  black 
and  white.  .  The  former  colour, 
consisting  of  ridges  of  naked 
rock»  which  appear  black,  con- 
trasted with  the  brilliant  whiteness 
of  the  snow :  the  latter  of  snow 
and  ice,  which  fills  all  the  ravines, 
dells,  fissures  and  valleys,  and  re- 
flects the  light  of  the  sun  with 
such  intensity,  th^t  the  tracts  of 
snow-clad  land  exhibited,  as  near 
as  possible,  the  colour  and  splen- 
dour of  the  moon  at  the  full. 
The  ice  and  rocks  being  thus 
highly  illuminated  and  strongly 
contrasted,  being  constructed  on 
a  majestic  scale,  and  rising  with 
peculiar  steepness  out  of  the  sea, 
give  a  character  to  the  S^Htsber- 
gen  scenery  highly  striking,  in- 
teresting, and  indeed  magnificent. 

The  temperature  in  79  deg.  31 
min.  was  very  severe.  Water 
spilt  upon  a  table  within  S  yards 
of  a  hot  air-stove,  became  ice. 
A  damp  hand  applied  to  any  me- 
tallic substance  in  the  open  air, 
stuck  to  it,  and  the  tongue 
brought  into  contact  with  the 
same,  adhered  so  firmly  that  it 
could  not  be  removed  without  the 
loss  of  the  skin. 

A  season  of  detention  by  sur- 
rounding ice,  gave  Captain  Scores- 
by  an  opportunity  of  making 
some  important  experiments  upon 
the  elicitation  of  magnetism  by 
percussion.  He  found  rods  of 
goft  steel  the  best  by  far.  The 
first  step  of  the  process  is  to 
hammer  a  poker  or  rod  at  one 
end,  while  held  in  a  vertical  posi- 
tion, or  such  as  the  dipping  needle 
assumes ;  a  few  blows  will  render 
it    sensibly  magnetic.      Place   a 


soft  steel  bar  on  the  top  of 
the  poker,  and  haminer  it  on 
the  upper  end,  while  both  the 
poker  and  the  bar  are  held  verti- 
cally, or  in  the  direction  of  die 
dipping  needle :  it  then  acqviree 
strong  magnetism,  the  upper  end 
becoming  a  south  pole,  and  the 
lower  a  north  pole.  By  this 
means,  amongst  other  cases,  a 
knitting  needle  was  made  to  lift 
twice  its  own  weight.  Expert^ 
ments  these  of  great  importance 
to  seamen,  who  are  so  dependant 
upon  the  compass.  In  this  man* 
ner  a  magnetic  needle  might  be 
made  from  a  common  nail,  in  a  few 
minutes.  When  we  reflect  upon 
the  risk  of  fire,  shipwreck,  and 
other  casualties  in  which  seamen 
put  off*  in  boats,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  without  any  such  guid- 
ance, and  further  when  we  consi- 
der the  cases  in  which  a  ship's  com- 
passes have  been  entirely  spoiled 
by  lightning,  and  in  consequence 
the  south  pole  has  been  mistaken 
for  the  north,  and  the  ship  has 
steered  accordingly ;  we  shaU  wdl 
know  how  to  appreciate  the  vdliie 
of  Captain  Scoresby's  experi« 
ments.  In  a  short  time  com- 
pound magnets  were  thus  forroedi 
which  carried  a  weight  of  ISlb. ; 
and  Captain  Scoxesby  thinks  that 
such  might  be  completed  in  about 
two  hours  firom  rods  not  having 
.the  slightest  perceptive  magnetinB 
originallvi  to  carry  firom  20  to 
301b. 

In  latitude  76  deg.  24  min.  they 
found  a  large  block  of  firesh- 
water  ice,  weighing  between  two 
and  three  tons ;  it  was  remarkable 
for  its  purity  and  transparency. 
A  small  lens  of  this  ice  construct- 
ed with  little  care,  readily  ignited 
inflammable  substances. 

With  regard  to  bear  hunting, 

one 
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one  ot  the  field  sports  of  those 
deserts  of  solemn  stillness  and 
eternal  desolation,  observe  the 
following : 

When  the  bear  is  found  in  the 
water,  crossing  from  one  sheet  of 
ice  to  another,  it  may  generally 
be  attacked  with  advantage :  but, 
when  on  the  shore,  or  more  es- 
pecially when  it  is  upon  a  large 
sheet  of  ice  covered  with  snow, 
on  which  the  bear  supporting  itself 
upon  the  surface  with  its  extend- 
ed paws,  can  travel  with  twice  the 
speed  of  a  man,  who  perhaps 
sinks  to  the  knees  at  every  step, 
it  can  seldom  be  assailed  with 
either  safety  or  success.  Most  of 
the  fatal  accidents  which  have  oc- 
curred with  bears,  have  been  the 
result  of  rencontres  on  the  ice, 
or  injudicious  attacks  made  to  such 
disadvantage. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  one  of 
the  Davis*  Straits  whalers  was 
closely  beset  among  the  ice,  on  the 
south  west,  or  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  a  bear  that  had  for 
some  time  been  seen  near  the 
ship,  at  length  became  so  bold  as 
to  approach  alongside,  tempted 
probably  by  the  o&l  of  the  pro- 
vision that  had  been  thrown  over- 
board by  the  cook.  At  this  time 
the  people  were  all  at  dinner,  no 
one  being  required  to  keep  the 
deck  in  the  then  immoveable  state 
of  the  ship.  A  hardy  feUow  who 
first  looked  out,  perceiving  the 
bear  so  near,  imprudently  jumped 
upon  the  ice,  armed  oidy  with  a 
handspike,  with  a  view,  it  is  sup- 
posed, of  securing  all  the  honour 
of  capturinff  so  fierce  a  visitor  to 
himself.  But  the  bear,  regardless 
of  such  weapons,  and  sharpened 
probably  by  hunger,  immediately, 
it  should  seem,  disarmed  his  anta- 
gonist, and    seizing   him  by*^the 


back  with  his  powerful  jaws, 
carried  him  off  with  such  celerity , 
that  on  his  dismayed  comrades 
arising  from  their  meal,  and  look- 
ing abroad,  he  was  so  far  beyond 
their  reach  as  to  defy  their  pursuit. 
An  equally  imprudent  attack 
was  made  upon  a  bear  in  18:^0, 
by  a  seaman  employed  in  one  of 
the  Hull  Whalers.  The  ship  was 
moored  to  a  large  field  of  ice,  on 
which  at  a  considerable  distance 
a  large  bear  was  observed  prowl- 
ing about  for  prey.  One  of  the 
ship's  company,  emboldened  by 
Rum,  undertook  to  attack  and 
pursue  him  armed  with  a  whale- 
lance  only,  and  in  spite  of  all  per- 
suasion. Half  a  league  of  yield- 
ing snow,  and  rugged  hummocks, 
brought  him  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  enemy,  Who,  to  his  surprisOi 
undauntedly  faced  him,  and  seem-  * 
ed  to  invite  him  to  the  combat. 
His  courage  began  to  fail,  he  stop- 
ped and  presented  his  lance ;  the 
bear  also  stood  still ;  he  shouted, 
made  femu  of  attack,  and  ad- 
vanced his  lance,  but  the  bear 
would  not  move.  He  began  to 
tremble,  the  bear  advanced,  all  hit 
courage  evaporated,  and  he  turned 
round  and  fled.  This  was  the 
time  of  greatest  danger;  the 
sailor's  flight  encouraged  the  bear 
to  pursue,  and  he  rapidly  gained 
upon  the  sailor.  The  whale-lanee, 
Ills  only  defence,  encumbering 
him,  he  threw  it  down.  This  for- 
tunately excited  the  bear's  atten- 
tion ;  he  stopped,  pawed  it,  bit 
it,  and  then  resumed  the  chase. 
Again  he  was  at  the  heels  of  the 
panting  seaman,  who,  conscious  of 
the  favourable  stratagem  of  the 
lance,  dropped  a  mitten  :  the  bear 
again  stopped  to  examine  it, 
and  the  sailor  made  considerable 
progress. a  head.   So  with  another 

mitten 
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Biitten  and  a  hat,  which  the  bear 
tore  to  shreds  between  his  tee(b 
and  paws.  The  sailor  was  rapidljp^ 
losing  ground,  and  was  upon  the 
point  of  being  caught,  when  hia 
shipmates,  observing  the  a&ir 
had  assumed  a  dangerous  aspect, 
stilied  out  to  his  rescue;  their 
line  opened  him  a  passage,  and 
th^  closed  to  receive  the  bear. 
The  sailor  passed  in  safety,  bulk 
fiesr  so  pursued  him,  that  he  did 
nbs  cease  running  till  he  reach^i 
the  ship.  The  bear  surveyed  the 
line  of  bis  enemies,  but^  finding  it 
too  formidable,  he  wheeled  about 
and  made  an  honourable  retreat* 

'Among  the  most  remarkable 
pfc^nokriena  of  these  high  latitudes, 
are  those  optical  dec^ions  caused 
by  refraction.      Upon  one  occa- 
sion a  piece  of  ice  seemed   at 
ihm  distance  of  two  or  three  miles 
only,  and  as  there  was  rock  upon 
the  top  of  it,  Captain  Scor€«by 
sent  the  boata  for  a  piece  as  a 
specimen.    The  boats  to  his  great 
surprise,  as  well  as  of  the- men  ia 
them,  rowed  hard  for  two  or  three 
hou«s  before  they  reashedit,  imdp 
instead  of  being  of  the  size  judg^- 
M  by  its  apparent  distance,  it  was 
higher  than  ihe  ihant  head.    At 
another -^  time  the  land  appealed 
suddenly  to  advuiee  twenty  miles 
neaiisr*    Bv^  ofajebt  around  waa- 
petpetuaHs^  changing  ^d  assuni* 
mg'  some  &esh  appearance.    New'^ 
masts,  additional  sails,  and  in  some 
cases    inverted  •  images,  . .  many 
titties  larger  than  the  original^  ap* 
peered  above  the  ship.    The:  ac* 
cumulated  ice,  assumed  the  forms 
of  ^domes,     templca,     minarets, 
towers,  spires,  obelisks,  pyramids, 
and  other  magnificent  architectu* 
ral    structures;  others  appeared 
Kke  large   masses  of  rock  su»* 
pended  in  the  air,  but  in  every 


ease  perpetually  chaiigiBg  to.i 
other  figure,  somelivies,  fiit  iD«- 
stance,  an  obelisk,  a  castle,  tk 
cathedral,  and  then  a  bridge  of 
om  rfngle  stupendoua  arch, 
stretching  fipom  mountain  t» 
mountain^  ^ver  intermediate  val- 
leys, miles  in  width.  But  the 
most  remarkable  instance  of  re- 
fraction was  the  appearance  of  an 
inverted  ship,  in  the  midst  oi  m 
clear  blue  sky.  S9  perfect  waa  the 
image,  that  when  emunined  by  % 
telescope.  Captain  Scoresby  could 
distinguish  every  sail,  and  firom 
the  general  *'  rig  f^tke  ship/*  be 
knew  it  to  be  his  father's  ship,  the 
Fame,  then  thirty  miles  off  and 
entirdy  out  of  sight,  being  seveoK 
teen  miles  beyond  the  horiion  and 
some  leagues  beyond  the  limit  of 
direct  vision. 

Among  the  objects,  of  grandeur 
in  the  northern  seas,  the  icebergs 
stand  the  most  prominent.  Oftheei 
Captain  Scoresby  counted  at  one 
time,  in  an  area  irf*  .sea  tf? eoty 
miles  diameter,  above  50Q ;  .some 
990  feet  above  the  serface  ef 
the  iea,  one  a  mile  m  eireuinfer«r 
enoe.  One  he  ericulated  to  eoqr 
tain  l,5I#,900,Qpa  eobie  feec»  aisi 
to  weigh  4b5,OQQ,9QQ  ef  .toiM% 
Thcar  genecUl  colour  and  s|»pearr 
anee»  is  that  of  islands  ef  ahalk  ^ 
iuiceoent  fractures,  however  the 
cokmr  is  a  fineremerald  gte^[k»mi$ 
whore  the  light  appeara  fchmigb 
a  thin  portion  of  .4e  ice,  a  bnl- 
liant  blue.  It  is  remarkable  thati 
many-.of  them  contained  strata  of 
card,  stcines,  and  rock,  wfakh. 
prove  heir  loiBg  they  muat  have 
existed  tn  that  state;  indeed  it  is 
presumed  •  Uiey  nutot  neceasarily 
have  been  formed.by  falling  water 
either  in  showers  or  snows.  The 
specimens  of  rock  vqpon  these  loe* 
hergs^  consisted  principally  of 
gneiss, 
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gncnii^  basaliic  giefantrnie/sdine 
of  it  strongly  magaetfe,  graniilav 
felspar,  transition  olay  slate, 
hornblenda,  mica  slate,  a  kind 
of^ahite,  &ic. 

Among  the  peeuliaritks  of  this 
dinsate,  may  be  reckoned  tlie 
WMderfal  difference  of  tempera- 
tiiM  betweeii  the  laiid  and  the  sea, 
indifference  of  from  30  to  40  dei 
giiiesy  the  heat-  on  the  shore  being 
?0y  while  on  boa>d  the  thernio* 
meter  never  rose  aboVe  Mi,  The 
land  is^  indeed,  generally,  more 
free  from  dodds  than  die  sea.-^ 
The  sun  sweeps  for  days  together 
WMUnd  <the  heavens^  without'  an 
iBtervening  dbud  or  night.  In 
sach  cases  the  heat  is  intense. — 
Mr.  Lloyd,  captain  6f  the  Trafat 
gkr,  who  accompanied  Capitain 
Sobresby,  found  it  ae  great  as  in 
the.East  or  West  Indies,  and  the 
power  of  the  san  gave  some  of 
the  men  a  violent  ophthalmic  af- 
fection. This.conetant  action  of 
the  son,  without  the  suspension 
of  nighty  produces  ka  infltience 
on-  vegetation,  which  exceeds  per- 
haps any  thing  bccurriag  even  in 
the  finest  regfens  of  tihe  globe*-^ 
Thie  whole  process  of  vegetation, 
IVom  the  seed  in  the  ground  to  the 
flowering  and  seedkig  of  another 
•pecies,  is  all  accomplished  in  a 
few  weeks. 

-  The  line  of  conntry  which  Cap- 
idnScoresby  either  discovered  or 
partially  f e^isoevervd,"  lies  he-' 
tween  176  and  181  north  latimde^ 
and  18  to  23  wei^t  longitude;  si 
map  of  this  is  welllaid  down  in 
his  work.  The  character  of  the 
coast  he  describes  as  generally 
mountainous  and  barren,  the  ave- 
rage height  of  the  mountains  being 
about  3000  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.    Those  which  he  called 


the  western  moimtains,.  lie  esti- 
mated at  6000  feet.  : 

The  zoology  of  tliese  landi 
Gaptdin  Scoreeby  describes  ae 
follows:  Quaditipeds,  rein-deer, 
vHMte  hares,  and  a  new -species  of 
movse,  which  he  called  Mus  Grcen^ 
lahdica:  birds,  ducks,  br^t, 
ffeese,  partridg^es,  plover,  Green- 
land parinvt,  little  hawk,  petrel^ 
tyste,  loom,  sea  swallow,  and  the 
usual  aquatic  arctic  birds :  insects^ 
butterflies,  bees,  moths,  gtiAts, 
&c.  The  plants  e<4Lectedam6nnt« 
ed  to  46'  epecies;  of  these  the 
most  interesting  were,  the  Armica 
angustifblia,  Stellarifrnitida(new 
specl)  Pediciilaris  lursuta,  Lusulat 
arcuata,  and  the  Salix,  of  which 
the  species  is  dtimbtfiil.  No  shells 
were  iseen^  except  two  or  three 
washed  specimens  of  bivalves  of 
no  peculiar  beauty.  The  sea  in 
some  cases  was  c^oured  for  se* 
veral  leagues  by  large  patches  of 
a.  yellowish)  green  colour;  iipon 
eocamination  it  was  found  to  con^ 
tsnvtnimense  numbers  of  animal*' 
cule9,  so  small,  that  a  drop  of 
water,  examined  by^amfcroAcope 
of  a  power  of  138^^24,  was  found 
t»  contain  MMO  of  these  ihsecte  p 
alid' this  was  taken  fl-cw  «  pait 
by  no  means  the  most  discblouredJ 
Hence,  reckoHhig-60.  drope'toa 
dram»  there  would  be  a  number 
in  a  gallon  of  water, '-  exceedii^ 
by  one  half  the  population*' oiL  the 
whole-globe.  •  •« 

Along  the  whole  line  of  coulitry 
discovered  or  re*disc^ered '  W 
Captain  Scoresbjr,  weife  fouM 
traces  of  inhabitants,  but  noinha* 
bitants  were  actually  seen.  Some 
relics  were  of  that  peculiar  nature, 
which  seemed  to  prove  the  place 
had  been  visited  but  a  few  days 
only-prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  dis- 
coverers : 
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coTeren :  ashes  of  vrooA  and  moss, 
which  would  have  been  removed 
by  the  snow  of  a  winter,  and  in 
one  case  the  carcase  of  a  sea  horse, 
with  a  harpoon,  struck  apparently 
but  very  little  before.  Huts  and 
instruments  of  various  kinds  were 
very  numerous,  and  perpetually 
occurring.  These  relics  acquire 
additional  interest  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  a  colony  of  Norwe- 
gians having  been  planted  in  some 
of  these  parts  about  the  year  878, 
which  afterwards  received  consi- 
derable additions,  into  which  it  is 
said  Christianity  was  introduced 
about  the  year  1000,  and  in  the 
year  1121,  Sigurd,  King  of  Nor- 
way, installed  Arnold  a  bishop 
over  them.  Crantz  relates,  that 
these  colonies  contained  the 
bishop's  see,  two  convents,  sixteen 
parishes  with  churches,  and  300 
hamlets.  Seventeen  bishops  had 
been  sent  out  from  Norway,  who 
filled  the  see  until  1408 ;  the  last 
was  prevented  from  landing  upon 
account  of  the  ice,  and  it  appears 
that  all  trade  with  the  mother 
country  was  dropped  at  the  same 
time.  The  probability  is,  there- 
fore, that  the  colonists  were  im- 
pressed by  a  barrier  of  ice,  which 
had  so  long  prevented  ships  from 
reaching  uem,  that  they  have 
been  altogether  lost  to  the  world 
and  forgotten.  It  has  also  been 
imaging  that  all  supplies  being 
cutoff,  the  colonies  became  ex- 
tinct. 

This  last  conclusion,  however. 
Captain '  Scoresby  greatly  doubts, 
as  the  Esquimaux  live  well  upon 
their  own  resources  on  the  same 
coast.  Other  causes  given  for 
their  annihilation  are  only  imagi- 
nary; such,  for  instance*  as  a 
plague,  called  the  **  black  death;* 


and  the  attacks  of  the  aborigiiiet 
of  the  country. 

Some  traces,  however,  of  infaa* 
bitants  have  often  since  been  dis- 
covered. In  1580  Bishop  Arnold 
of  Skalholt  in  Iceland,  was  driven 
by  a  storm  so  near  the  coast  that 
he  could  see  the  people  driving 
their  cattle ;  but  he  did  not  lan^ 
because  a  favourable  wind  jost 
then  arose  which  brought  thea^p 
to  Iceland;  and  John  6roenlaBd^^ 
a  Hamburgh  sailor,  was  driven 
three  times  upon  the  *  coast  of 
Greenland,  where  he  saw  fishers' 
huts  similar  to  whit  they  have  in 
Iceland ;  and  in  161S5,  an  entire 
boat,  fastened  with  sinews  and 
wooden  pegs,  was  driven  on  shore 
in  Iceland.  Crantz  mentions  in 
1 752,  a  story  of  some  Greenland- 
ers  who  had  made  an  excursion 
which  took  them  three  years,  to 
a  nation  who  had  black  hair  and 
large  beards,  who  were  numeroosy 
and  their  cattle  plentiful;  and 
others  have  mentioned  seeing 
numbers  of  these  East  countrymen* 
Crantz  thinks  these  were  the  r^ 
lies  of  the  old  Norwegian  colo* 
nists.  Darts  were  also  found,  un* 
like  those  used  by  the  EsquimauXt 
and  a  fox  trap :  all  which  Captain 
Scoresby  thinks  prove  it  to  be 
more  than  probable  that  some 
remains  of  this  people  yet  exist. 

Many  attempts  have  been  made 
to  discover  these  lost  colonies; 
but  every  attempt,  through  the 
irresolution  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  has  been  confided,  or  the  barrier 
of  ice  which  has  stretched  alo^g 
this  coast,  has  been  unsuccessful. 
It  remains,  however,  a  question 
and  an  enterprise  of  peculiar  in- 
terest. 

There  are  few  occupations  of 
more  continued  danger  than  the 

whale 
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whale  fishery :  numerous  are  the 
accidents  which  Captain  Scoresby 's 
volume  records,  in  one  instance, 
part  of  a  crew  having  been  cast 
upon  the  ice,  they  could  not  be 
got  off  for  fifty  hours,  and  the 
limbs  of  many  were  mortified  by 
the  intensity  of  the  cold.  The 
surgeon  amputated  thirty-five  in 
one  day.  In  Captain  Scoresby's 
vessel  two  men  were  lost,  one 
washed  overboard,  and  the  other 
having  struck  a  whale,  the  rope 
became  entangled  with  his  arm, 
and  he  was  carried  down  by  the 
monster  into  the  deep  in  less  than 
a  second  of  time,  at  the  rate  of 
nine  miles  an  hour,  to  an  immense 
depth  :  he  had  not  time  for  the 
least  esLcIamation,  and  the  person 
whose  eye  was  fixed  upon  him 
could  scarcely  distinguish  the  ob- 
ject as  it  disappeared. 

Dangers  and  privations  like 
these  demand  some  reward,  and 
if  it  be  found  at  all,  it  is  when  the 
Greenland  seaman  steers  his  ship 
after  a  successful  voyage  to  his 
home,  and  forgets  in  the  society 
of  those  whom  he  loves  most 
dearly,  the  hardships,  he  has  un- 
dergone. 

Such  a  prospect  doubtless  often 
animated  the  mind  of  Captain 
Scoresby  in  his  exertions,  and  he 
probably  counted  the  day  which 
would  restore  him  again  to  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  and  when  his 
spirits  would  be  brightened  by 
tneir  welcome. 

While  in  the  Mersey,  he  en- 
quired of  several  who  came  on 
board,  of  the  health  of  his  family, 
but,  either  really  or  fei^edly, 
they  were  ignorant  of  their  wel- 
fare:  by  constant  enquiry,    and 


without  success,  his  feelings  be- 
came absorbed  in  an  anxiety,  of 
which,  he  says,  the  remembrance 
throws  my  whole  frame  into  a 
tremor  t  At  length  a  boat  ap- 
proached, he  took  the  glass  and 
saw  the  face  of  a  friend ;  hope 
beamed  in  his  mind:  but  still 
there  was  some  peculiarity  in  the 
conduct  of  the  passenger;  the 
sail  was  taken  down  and  the  men 
lay  upon  their  oars  ;  the  boat  ap- 
proached under  the  influence  of 
the  tide  only;  no  encouraging 
action  or  word  as  formerly,  the 
harbinger  of  good  news;  he 
thought  they  had  not  seen  him, 
and  showed  himself  at  the  gang- 
way ;  but  then  their  averted  coun- 
tenances were  indeed  indicative 
of  sorrow;  he  says  I  could  no 
longer  sustain  the  agony  of  feel- 
ing which  uncertainty  rendered 
intolerable,  I  called  out,  "  Is  all 
well?"  A  languid  and  evasive 
look  sunk  me  in  depair ;  I  could 
no  longer  Support  myself  on  the 
deck ;  I  rushed  into  my  cabin. — 
In  a  few  minutes  my  friend  was 
in  my  presence.  I  saw  him  strug- 
gling with  himself,  and  about  to 
endeavour  by  a  well-meant'  cir- 
cumlocution, to  break  the  dread- 
ful tidings  he  had  to  communicate. 
"  Let  me  know,"  cried  I,  "  the 
worst,  tell  it  me  at  once."  He 
grasped  my  hand  with  the  fervour 
of  friendship,  while  the  tear  of 
sympathy  gushed  from  his  eyes. 
"  I  am  sorry — ^,"  my  agony  ob- 
liged him  to  speak  out, — "  Mrs. 
Scoresby  is  no  more.** 

Who  can  foresee  the  pitfalls 
which  await  us  in  this  life?  the 
rocks  of  disappointment  upon 
which  our  hopes  so  often  split? 
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Id.  Memoirs  of  a  Captivity  among 
the  Indians  of  North  America^ 
from  childhood  to  the  age  ofnine* 
teen.     By  John  D.  Hunter. 

The  author,  of  this  work  gives 
Mveml  respectable  references  for 
tjbelrutb  of  his  general  statement; 
but  for  this,,  the  {teaseology  ^ud 
seBHivQeBts  ia  many  places  bave 
an  air  more ;  ftnishad  tban  ooald 
be  expected  from  a  person  who 
had  spent  his  whole  life  without 
education  among  savages,  and  had 
not  sjeeto  a  white  person  till  within 
th0  l^st  two  dr  three  years4  Thie^ 
bowev(sr>  is  most  probably  die  i#* 
judictous  correction,  and  perhaps 
addition  of  Us  literary  aasistaau 
The  T^fareAees  which  he  gives 
avf,=  Colonel  Asmnwall,  eonsiil- 
gener^:  ^  the  Uaiii^d  States  lo 
Great  Britam^:  Mr*  Troppao*  ^9* 
Fl^et^street^  Robert  WaJshrEaq. 
editor  of  the'  NatiobaL  Ga^^ttfl^ 
^nddCotonel  Dijbave,  editbr  of  tibe 
Aurora,  Philadelphia,  Dr*  Wateyr 
house,  Boston»  Dd  MitchfU,  !M 
Hosaek,  ahdMr;  SuUifanofrNew 
York^  Professors  .Patterson  aud 
Patter  ^fBakimore.  r    . 

With  regaxd  to  his  captivity  he 
states, 

^  I  was  taken  prisoner  at  a  very 
early  period  of  my  life  by  a  party 
of  Indians,  who,  from  the  train  of 
events  that  followed,  :beloaged  to^ 
or  were  in  alliance  with  the  Kicka^ 
poo  nattbn.  •  At-  die  same  <  time 
two  other  white  childrsBr  a  boy 
and  a  sm^  girU  werie  abb  made 
prisoners. 

.  *'  I  have  too  imperfect  a  i;e<fol- 
lec^ion  of  the  circumstances  abiw 
nccted  with  diis  capture,  to  at* 
ten)pfc  any  . account  .of-  tbenit 
although  I  have  reflected  on  the 
subject  so  often,  and  with  so  great 
interest  and  intensity,  under  the 


knowledge  1  have  since  acquired 
of  the  Indian  modea  of  warfaie, 
as  nearly  to  establiA  at  times  a 
oonvictiod  in  my  mind  of  a  per- 
fect remembrance.  There  are 
moments  when  I  see  the  r^sh  of 
the  Indians,  bear  their  war- whoopi 
and  terrtfte  ydls,  and  witness  the 
massacre  of  ray  parents  and  cojo- 
nfexions^  the  pillage  of  their  pce- 
perty,  and  the  incendious  destruc- 
tion of  their  dwellings.  But  the 
first  incident  that  mi^e  ao  acc«|il 
and  prominent  impression  on  m^ 
happened  while  ll>e  party  were 
somewhere  encamped,  no  doubt 
shortly  after  my  capture ;  it  va> 
as  follows:  TKe  litde  girl,  wbosi 
I  before  menti^ed;  beginniag  t# 
fary,  was  immediately  despi^tched 
with  the  blow  of  a  tomahawk  by 
one  of  the  warrtotv  ; '  the  cimim- 
stance  terrified  me  very  much, 
n!iore  particularly  as  it  was  fol- 
lowed by  very /menacing  motioni 
of  the  same  lobtrumeati  difeoted 
to  me,:!and  then  pcnnted  l»  the 
slaughtered  infant,  by  the  saaiQ 
warrior,  wbidt  I  then  interpreted 
to  signify,  that,  if  I  cried,  he  would 
serve  nie  in  the  same  manner." 

The  Indians  generally. separate 
their  white  prisonera;  and  a  party 
leaving  the  rliam  body,  took  tbe 
bi6y  with  tbem,  and  Mn  Haoter 
never  saw  him  again. 

Settlers  upon  the  W^tem  fr^ar 
tie^a  are  tnost  liabla  to  the  attaoM 
o£  die  Indttns,  who,  however 
they  may  for  a  lime  eppeilf 
peaceably  disposed  tjowards  ^ra^ 
regard  theih  daly  as  inttnHNi 
upon  their  hunting  'g»K>und>  9i4 
geherally  sooner  'or  later  execute 
sbme  act  o£  emtormibating  nfir 
^eancfir  tippn' )thnm. 

Mr.  Hunter  passed  from  the 
Kickapoos  to  the  Kansar,  and 
was  adopted  by  a  female  of  tbt 

trib*! 
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tribe,  fer  whom  he  appean  to  have 
ettte^rtainrt  strong  filial  affection, 
and  felt  much  gratitude.  His 
step-mother  died,  and  he  was  led 
by  circumstances  into  the  tribe  of 
the  Osages,  where  he  was  afresh 
adopted  into  a  new  family,  and 

freat  attention  shown  him. — 
peaking  of  his  new  st^p-mother, 
he  says,  "  this  good  woman,  whose 
family  now  consisted  of  herself, 
her  husband,  a  daughter  almost 
grown,  and  myself,  took  every 
opportunity,  and  used  every  means 
which  kindness  and  benevolence 
could  suggest,  to  engage  my  af- 
fections and  -  esteem.  She  used 
to  weep  over  me,  tell  me  how  good 
her  son  had  been,  how  much  she 
loved  him,  and  how  much  she 
mourned  his  loss.  *  You  must 
be  good,'  she  would  say,  '  and 
you  shall  be  my  son,  and  I  will 
be  your  mother.'  The  daughter 
in  many  respects  imitated  the 
mother;  and  the  greatest  care 
was  taken  to  supply  my  wants 
with  the  choicest  things  they  could 
bestow.  They  made  and  orna- 
mented mockasins  and  leggings 
for  me,  and  furnished^me  with  a 
beaver  cap  and  bu£&lo  robe ;  ha- 
biliments not  usually  worn  by  the 
Indian  boys.  In  fine,  so  constant 
and^persevering  were  their  atten- 
tionsy  and  so  kind  and  affection- 
ate their  care  of  me,  that  not  to 
have  loved  and  esteekned  them, 
would  have  argued  a  degree  of 
ingratitude  and  apathy  of  feeling, 
to  which,  if  I  know  myself,  I  then 
was  and  shall  ever  remain  a 
stranger.*' 

Soon  after  he  became  possessed 
of  a  rifle,  and  as  he  used  it  in  the 
chace  with  great  success,  the 
Indians  gave  him  tlie  name  of  the 
Htinter,  which  he  ever 'after  re- 
tained. 

Whether  or  no  the  tale  be  a 


true  one,  the  representations  of 
North  American  Indian  scenery, 
animale  conomy,  and  ntiamiers,  are 
probably  correct ;  and  with  this 
view  we  extract  them.  The  M« 
lowing  is  a  vivid  portrait  ef  un- 
cultivated Nature : 

"  These  prairies  are  generally 
undulating  and  tith  in  their  hol- 
lows; but,  receding  from  these, 
they  gradually  become  sterile,-  and 
terminate  either  in  sandy  or  clay 
ridges.  The  margins  of  thi»  ri- 
ver, and  of  the  streams  generally 
flowing  intd  it,  for  an  extent  of 
from  one  to  three  miles  in  breadth, 
are- covered  with  thick  and  large 
growths  of  cotton,  wood,  ash, 
sycamore,  elin,  various  kinds  of 
walnut,  and  many  other  trees  and 
shrubs  common  to  the  Western 
States. 

**  But  so  variable  iure  die  fett» 
tures  of  this  section  of  country, 
and  so  totally  disconnected  with 
hs  future  reclaimance  and  im- 

frovement  were  my  views^  when 
visited  it,  that  any  attempt  on 
my  part  to  a  particular  descrip- 
tion, would  be  the  extreme  of 
folly,  and  not  merit  any  conside- 
ration. In  fact,  many  years,  if 
not  centuries,  most  elapse,  befoitr 
a  correct  account  of  this  extensive 
district  can  be  attained.  Travel 
lers  may  pass  over  amd '  write 
volumes  upon  it;  but  Indiafu 
titles  have  to  be  extinguished^ 
forests  planted,  and  roads  formed, 
before  any  satisfactory  and  cbfi' 
enmstantial  information,  as  con- 
nected  with  the  pnrposea  of  eivi- 
Uased  life,  can  be  arrived  at:  sul^ 
flee  it  to  say,  that  no  person  nn* 
acquainted  with  this  vast  exteat 
of  country,  and  the  fertility  of  a 
large  portion  of  its  soil,  can  form 
any  idea  of  the  luxuriance  of  it* 
vegetable  productk>ns,  orof  the 
immense 
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anunense  herds  of  baffido,  deer, 
elk»  &c.  that  riot,  if  I  may  use 
the  expression}  on  the  varied 
suffusion  of  perpetual  plenty. 
Besides  the  wild  rice»  which  grows 
on  the  .wet  lands»  and  various 
kinds  of  grass  and  herbage,  either 
strawberries,  gooseberries,  black- 
berries, raspberries,  or  grapes, 
all  in  their  proper  seasons^  and  of 
a  size  and  richness  of  flavour 
surpassing  any  thing  I  have  seen 
in  a  state  of  cultivation,  carpet 
the  whole  sur&ce  of  the  fertile 
prairies." 

*'  Rattle-snakes,  both  black 
and  parti'coloured,  were  larger 
and  more  numerous  than  I  had 
ever  before  seen ;  and  they  would 
infest  the  country  to  a  much 
greater  extent,  were  it  not  for  the 
hostility  that  exists  between  them 
and  the  deer. 

^'  This  animal  ion  discovering  a 
snake,  as  I  have  repeatedly  wit* 
nessed,  retreats  some  distance 
from  it,  then  running  with  great 
rapidity  alights  with  its  collected 
feet  upon  it,  and  repeats  this  ma- 
noeuvre till  it  has  destroyed  its 
enemy." 

*'  In  one  of  my  excursions, 
while  seated  in  the  shade  of  a  large 
tree,  situated  on  a  gentle  declivity, 
with  a  view  to  procure  some  mi- 
tigation from  the  oppressive  heat 
of  the  mid-day  sun,  I  was  sur- 
prised by  a  tremendous  rushing 
noise.  1  sprang  up  and  discover- 
ed a  herd,  I  believe,  of  a  thousand 
buffaloes  running  at  full  speed 
directly  towards  me,  with  a  view, 
as  I  supposed,  to  beat  off  the 
flies,  which  at  this  season  are  in- 
conceivably troublesome  to  those 
animals. 

«  I  placed  myself  behind  the 
tree  so  as  not  to  be  seen,  not  ap- 
prehending any  danger;  because 
they  ran  with  too  great  rapidity, 


and  too  closely  together,  to  aflbid 
any  one  of  them  an  opportunity 
of  injuring  me,  while  protected 
in  this  i^anner. 

^*  The  buffaloes  passed  so  near 
me  on  both  sides  that  I  could 
have    touched  several   of  them, 
merely    by  extending   the  arm. 
In  the  rear  of  the  herd  was  one 
on  which  a  huge   panther  bad 
fixed,  and  was   voraciously  en- 
gaged in  cutting  off  the  muscles 
of  its  neck.      I  did  not  discover 
this  circumstance  till  it  had  near- 
ly passed  beyond  rifle-shot  dis- 
tance, when  I  discharged  my  piece 
and  wounded  the  panther.     It 
instantly  left  its  hold  on  the  buf* 
fiilo,  and  bounded  with  great  ra* 
pidity  towards  me..    On  witness- 
ing the  result  of  my  shot,  the  ap- 
prehension I  suffered  can  scarcely 
be  imagined.      I  had,  however, 
sufficient  presence   of   mind  to 
retreat  and  secrete  myself  behind 
the  trunk  of  the  tree,  opposite  to 
its  approaching  direction.    Here, 
solicitous  for  what  might  possibly 
be  the  result  of  my  unfortunate 
shot,  I  prepared  both  my  knife 
and  tom^awk,  for  what  I  sup- 
posed a  deadly  conflict  with  this 
terrible  animal.      In  a  few  mo- 
ments, however,  I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  hear  it  in  the  branches 
of  the  tree  over  my  head.    My 
rifle  had  just  been  discharged, 
and   I  entertained   fears   that  I 
could  not  reload  it  without  dis- 
covering, and  yet  exposing  my- 
self to  the  fury  of  its  destructive 
rage.     I  looked  into  the  tree  with 
the  utmost  caution,  yet  could  not 
perceive  it,  tliough  its  groans  and 
vengeance-breathing  growls  told 
me  it  was  not  far  off;  and  also 
what  I  had  to  expect  in  case  it 
should    discover    me.    '  In    this 
situation,  with  my  eyes  almost 
constantly  directed   upwards  to 
observe 
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t>liserve  its  nctions,  I  gilently 
loaded  my  rifle,  and  then  creep- 
ing softly  round  the  trunk  of  the 
tree,  saw  my  formidable  enemy 
resting  on  a  considera|>le  branch, 
about  thirty  feet  from  the  ground, 
with  his  side  fairly  exposed.  I 
was  unobserved,  took  deliberate 
aim,  and  shot  it  through  the  heart. 
It  made  a  single  bound  fh>m  the 
tree  to  the  earth,  and  died  in  a 
moment  afterwards.  I  reloaded 
my  rifle  before  I  ventured  to  ap* 
proach  it,  and  even  then  not 
without  some  apprehension.  I 
took  its  skin,  and  was,  with  the 
assistance  of  fire  and  smoke,  en- 
abled to  preserve  and  dress  it. 
I  name  this  circumstance,  because 
it  afterwards  afforded  me  a  source 
for  some  amusement :  for  I  used 
frequently  to  array  myself  in  it, 
as  near  as  possible  to  the  costume 
and  form  of  the  original,  and  sur- 
prize the  herds  of  buffalos,  elk, 
and  deer,  which,  on  my  approach, 
uniformly  fled  with  great  precipi- 
tation and  dread." 

**  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  when 
the  prairie  grass  is  dry,  the 
prairies  are  sometimes  set  on  fire 
by  accident,  and  at  others  by  de- 
sign. Should  the  wind  be  high 
on  these  occasions,  no  spectacle 
can  surpass  them  in  grandeur 
and  sublimity.  A  space  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  is  seen  de- 
vastated by  the  igneous  torrent. 
In  some  places  the  tortuous 
flames,  comparatively  lost  in  dis- 
tance, appear  to  smoulder  beneath 
impervious  columns  of  smoke;  at 
others  they  burst  into  the  skies 
with  the  vividness  and  rapidity  of 
lightning,  and  seem  to  threaten 
universal  desolation.  Their  speed 
is  that  of  the  winds,  and  destruc- 
tion betides  every  living  thing 
Aat  cannot  outfly  its  course.  The 
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grazing  herds,  confldont  of  ihe 
threatened  calamity,  fearlessly 
congregate  with  thehr  natural 
enemies  ;  and  the  bufiklos,  elks, 
deer,  panthers,  wolves,  and  bears, 
are  seen  promiscuously  crowded 
together.  They  sometimes  escape 
to  the  ravines  and  avoid  deaths 
but  more  frequently  they  are 
overwhelmed  by  the  resistless 
flames.  One  of  these  fires  raged 
to  a  very  great  extent  a  few  yean 
since,  on  the  prairies,  between  the 
Kausar  and  Arkausar  rivers ;  and 
it  is  extremely  painful,  on  passing 
over  them,  to  witness  the  ruin  it 
produced.  The  mass  of  bleach- 
ed  bones  strewed  on  the  earth  is 
astonishingly  great;  andnodonbt 
remains  that  many  thousand  buf- 
falos,  and  other  animals,  perished 
at  this  particular  period."  -  -  - 

"  A  Frenchman,  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  trading  among  the  In* 
dians,  took,  among  other  articles, 
a  quantity  of  gunpowder ;  but  the 
Indians  were  supplied  by  the  dis- 
posal of  most  of  their  furs  to  other 
traders,  and  reserved  their  re- 
maining stock  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  other  necessaries  with 
them.  The  Frenchman,  however, 
having  sold  nearly  all  hisgoods,  ex- 
cept this  powder,  and  fearing  lest  ic 
should  remain  on  his  hands,  had 
tried  every  artifice  to  induce  them 
to  barter  with  him  for  it,  but 
without  succeeding,  until  Indian 
curiosity  afforded  him  the  oppor* 
tonity  of  selling  it.  Among  other 
ingenious  questions  they  asked 
him  how  the  white  people  made 
powder  ?  The  hope  of  finding  a 
ready  market  for  the  *  black  tiiut* 
at  an  advantageous  price,  imme- 
diately set  to  work  his  powers  of 
invention*  He  told  them  ''the 
white  people  sowed  it  in  fields 
like  they  did  wheat  or  tobacco 
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•eedt,  and  were  enabled  thereby 
to  raifte  large  crapa  from  a  few 
pounda  of  seed."  T)ie  Indians 
were  highly  pleaded,  aad  every 
one  who  eould  raise  a  beaver  skin, 
purchased  at  an  enormous  price 
as  £Bir  as  his  peltry  would  go,  and 
in  a  little  time  the  -  Frenchman 
found  himself  freed  of  all  his 
powder,  and  in  possession  of  great 
booty,  and  made  the  best  of  his 
way  as  soon  as  he  could.  The 
delighted  Indians  directly  set  to 
work  in  preparing  a  choice  spot  of 
ground  for  the  reception  of  their 
new  crop.  Having  cleared  the 
land  by  the  removal  of  timber, 
rubbish,  and  brushwood;  and 
having  loosened  the  soil,  they  fol- 
lowed the  Frenchman  s  directions 
in  sowing  the*  powder.  They  en- 
closed it,  to  prevent  their  homed 
and  wild  animals  from  injuring  it. 
They  went  from  time  to  time  to 
see  if  it  had  come  up.  After 
some  weeks  had  elapsed,  and  find- 
ing all  their  hopes  at  an  end,  an 
old  chief,  wiser  than  the  rest,  ob- 
served, "  he  was  a  Frenchman,'* 
of  whom  they  had  purchased  the 
powder.  This  hint  was  enough; 
they  understood  him;  they  now 
all  believed  it  was  a  fraud  :  they 
determined  to  revenge  it.  the 
first  opportunity.  It  should  be 
kept  in  mind,  that  when  any  idf 
dividual  injures  an  Indian,  he  en- 
tertains the  most  bitter  enmity, 
not  only  against  him  and  his  relar 
turns,  but  against  his  nation.  Not 
long  after,  another  Frenchman 
went  among  the  same  tribe  with 
a  cargo  of  dry  goods.  The 
Frenchman  obtained  fk^rmission 
from  the  chief  to  sell  his  goods 
among  his  peopk:  he  gave  up 
his  own  wigwams ;  the  industrioua 
pedlar  opened  his  bales,  and  when 
the  goods  were  all  spread  out  for 


inspebiioB  as  it  were,  the  yoong 
warriors  and  all  who  had  been 
fooled  by  the  fiirmer  Frencfaman, 
mshed  on  hlnif  and  took  all  the 
poor  man's  goods.  He  Ittd  hia 
bitter  complaint  before  the  chie^ 
and  demanded  satisfiiction.  The 
chief  very  gravely  replied.  •*  He 
certainly  should  be  paid,  but  that 
he  mwit  wait  until  the  next  gun- 
powder harvest." 

14.  Travels  through  Sweden^  Nor- 
Wfljr,  and  Finmark,  to  the  North 
Cape,  in  the  Summer  of  1820. 
By  A.  de  Capell  Brooke,  A.M. 

''Nothing  can  be  more  aur* 
prising  and  beautiful  than  the  ain- 
gular  clearness  of  the  water  of  the 
northern  seas^  As  we  passed  slow- 
ly over  the  surface,  the  bottom, 
which  here  was  in  general  a  white 
sand,  was  clearly  visible,  with  ita 
minutest  objects,  where  the  depth 
was  fro(n  twenty  to  twenty-five 
fathom.  During  the  whole  coarse 
of  the  tour  I  made,  nothing  ap- 
peared to  iue  so  extraordinary  as 
the  inmost  recesses  of  the  deep 
thus  unveiled  to  the  eye.  The 
surface  of  the  ocean  was  unrufiied 
by  the  slightest  breeze,  and  the 
gentle  splashing  of  the  oars  scarce^ 
ly  disturbed  it.  Hanging  over  the 
gunwale  of  the  boat  with  wonder 
and  delight  I  gazed  on  the  slowly 
moving  scene  below.  Where  the 
bottom  wasv  sandy,  the  different 
kinds  of  asterise,  echini,  and  even 
the  smallest  shells,  appeared  at 
that  great  depth  conspicuous  to 
the  eye ;  and  the  water  seemed  ia 
some  measure  to  have  the  effect 
of  a  magnifier,  by  enlarging  the  ob- 
jects like  a  telescope,.and  bringing 
them  seemingly  nearer.  Now 
creeping  along,  we  saw,  far  be- 
neath, tlie  rugged  sides  of  a 
moontain 
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mmmtaki  nniig  towards  our  boat, 
the  base  of  which,  perhaps,  was 
hidden  aoraemiies  in  the  great  deep 
below:.  Though  moving  on  a  level 
8urfoce/it  seemed  almoat  as  if  we 
were  ascending  the  height  under 
Us ;  and  when  we  passed  over  its 
sommit,  which  rose  in  appearance 
to  within  a  few  feet  of  our  boat, 
and  came  again  to  the  descent, 
which  on  this  side  was  suddenly 
perpendicular,  and  overlooking  a 
watery  gulf,  as  we  pushed  gently 
over  the  last  point  of  it,  it  seemed 
almost  as  if  we  had  thrown  our- 
selves down  this  precipice;  the 
illusion,  from  the  crystal  clearness 
of  the  deep,  actually  producing  a 
sudden  start.  Now  we  came  again 
to  a  plain ;  and  passed  slowly  over 
the  submarine  forests  and  mea- 
dows, which  appeared  in  the  ex- 
panse below ;  inhabited,  doubt- 
less, by  thousands  of  i^nimab,  to 
which  they  afford  both  food  and 
shelter,  animals  unknown  to  man : 
and  I  could  sometimes  observe 
large  fishes  of  singular  shape, 
gliding  softly  through  the  watery 
thickets,  unconscious  of  what  was 
moving  above  them.  As  we  pro- 
ceeded, the  bottom  became  no 
longer  visible ;  its  fairy  scenes 
gradually  faded  to  the  view,  and 
were  lost  in  the  dark  green  depths 
of  the  ocean/- 

In  these  profound  depths  is 
found  the  remarkable  gorgonia 
lepadifera  of  Linnaeus,  '*  consider- 
ed rare  by  the  inhabitants  of  these 
parts,  wIh>,  when  they  accidentally 
meet  with  it,  hang  it  up  as  a  curi- 
osity. This  extraordinary  zoo- 
phyte grows  in  the  form  of  a  tree, 
or  branch;  and  its  similarity  is 
such,  that  few  indeed,  after  even  a 
minute  investigation,  would  sup- 
pose it  possessed  life,  or  imagine 
it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  has 


hftlierto  been  considered,  a  vege* 
table.  This  idea,  which  long  pre** 
vailed  with  respect  to  the  class  of 
zoophytes  in  general,  has  been 
gradually  exploded,  as  the  atten- 
tion of  naturalists  has  been  direc- 
ted to  marine  productioas.  -  •  - 

**  On  a  fitst  inspection  of  this 
gorgon,  we  behold  nothing  but  a 
mere  branch,  singular  indeed  in 
appearance,  and  covered  over  with 
whitish  scales,  which  seem  like 
seeds  hanging  on  every  part  of  it : 
how  extraordinary  then  does  it 
appear ,Hvhen  we  are  told,  that  it  is 
an  ^imal,  with  not  only  bone  and 
flesh,  but  even  possessed  of  minute 
muscles  and  tendons !  The  stem 
of  the  branch,  which  is  the  inward 
support  or  bone  of  the  aniraali 
appears  to  be  formed  of  different 
distinct  layers  or  circles  of  a  hard 
calcareous  matter ;  and  in  the 
living  state  is  surrounded  by  a 
fleshy  substance.  This  is  thickly 
covered  with  small  whitish  tuber- 
cles, which  appear  like  barnacles 
hanging  on  it,  and  are  the  cells, 
tfiat  contain  the  numberless 
animals  of  which  t1)e  gorgonia 
consists,  protecting  their  delicate 
parts  from  injury.  These  they 
have  the  power  of  contracting  and 
opening ;  and  from  them  the  ten- 
tacula  of  the  polypus  extend  them- 
selves, to  procure  nourishment; 
which  is  aft^wards  conducted  to 
the  main  stem  or  body. 

**  In  support  of  the  opinion, 
that  the  gorgonia  is  really  an 
animal,  it  may  be  observed,  that, 
if  a  portion  of  the  bone  be  burnt, 
it  emits  a  smell,  such  as  would 
arise  from  that  of  a  fish,  and  un- 
like the  smell  of  any  vegetable 
substance.  Still,  however,  much 
remains  to  be  known  ;  and  we  are 
yet  ignorant  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  first  produced,  or  to 
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what  operfttkm  it  owes  it»  siibse- 
queot  increatet  which  appears  to 
resemble  the  growth  of  a  vegeta- 
ble. An  to  these  points,  and  many 
other  curious  particulars  relating 
to  aoophytes,  we  shall  probably 
remain  loQg  in  the  dark ;  and  the 
Qtore  we  attempt  to  draw  a  dis- 
tinct line  between  the  two  king- 
doms, the  more  we  find  oiirselves 
p<»rplexed  by  difficulties,  which 
rise  to  overthrow  the  favourite 
theory  each  naturalist  is  eager  to 
form. 

:  **  The  manner  in  which  the  gor- 
gon  is  accidentally  removed  from 
the  great  depths  of  the  ocean  is 
singular.  The  ver,  or  red  fish 
(perca  marina)^  is  seldom  met  with 
but  in  the^ords,  and  where  the 
depth  is  from  150  to  300  fathoms. 
The  fishermen  generally  remark, 
that  this  fish  is  found  in  the 
greater  plenty  in  these  parts,  and 
more  particularly  where  the  sea 
trees  most  abound;  delighting, 
as  they  informed  me,  in  sporting 
about  the  branches  of  the  gorgon, 
or  animal  tree ;  but  possibly  they 
feed  on  the  heads  of  the  polypi, 
when  they  stretch  out  their  tenta- 
cula  for  nourishment.  It  some- 
times happens  that  the  lines,  when 
set  at  these  depths,  are  let  down 
between  tlie  arms  of  the  gorgon 
itself,  and  the  red  fish,  when  it 
takes  the  bait,  on  finding  itself 
hooked,  nins  away  with  the  line, 
and  entangles  itself  amogg  the 
branches  of  the  aniroaL  When 
this  is  the  case,  the  fishermen  en- 
deavour 16  release  the  line  by 
pulling  it ;  and  if  the  gorgon  be  of 
a  very  large  size,  the  branch  round 
which  it  is  fast  resists  all  their 
endeavours,  and  the  line  is  lost. 


If,  however,  it  happen  to  have 
oaught  hold  only  of  the  upper  sad 
slighter  parts,  these  ^ive  way,  and 
are  drawn  to  the  surfoce  along 
with  the  line.  They  are  hungup 
by  the  fishermen  in  their  huts, 
who  suppose  them  to  be  a  kind  of 
charm  or  protection  againststonni. 
-  -  -  They  arrive  at  a  very  extra* 
ordinary  site,  if  we  may  believe 
the  accounts  of  the  fishermen,  wbo 
have  most  frequent  opportunities 
of  seeing  them,  attaining  dimen- 
tions  even  equal  to  those  of  our 
largest  forest  trees.  This  they 
conclude  to  be  the  case  from  their 
nets  being  sometimes  entangled 
on  the  trunk  or  stem  of  the  gor- 
gon, when  the  united  strength  of 
several  men  is  unable  to  firee  die 
nets.  At  other  times  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  animal  has  been  pull- 
ed up  with  the  net  by  jnain  force, 
which  they  have  represented  as 
being  of  very  considerable  sixe; 
and  from  their  description  wiUi- 
out  doubt  a  gorgon.  They  hare 
even  assured  roe,  that  they  grow 
to  the  height  of  fifly  and  sixty 
feet." 

Specimens  of  this  animal,  or 
animal  congregate,  have  been 
brought  home  by  Captain  B. 
who,  with  the  liberality  and  polite- 
ness of  a  man  of  real  science  and 
a  gentleman,  invjtes  the  curious  to 
visit  his  collection,  and  satisfy 
their  minds  as  to  its  characteristic 
features.  This  perhaps  some  will 
be  the  more  apt  to  do.  when  they 
learn  that  Captain  B.  ofiers  rery 
strong  proofs  of  the  existence  of 
the  marvellous  Sea-serpent,  sod  is 
only  scepHcai^nt  the  subject  of  die 
monstrous  Kraken. 
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li.  Memoir  of  Central  India^  in^ 
eluding  Malwa  and  the  adjoining 
Provinces^  Sfc*  By  Major-Gene<* 
ral  Sir  Jokn.  Malcolm,  G.C.B. 

*'  In  January  1818  the  author 
was  placed  by  the  Marquis  of 
Hastings  in  the  military  and  poH-* 
tical  charge  of  Central  India ;  and 
during  the  four  yeaars  he  filled 
that  station,  his  own  attention,  and 
that  of  the  able  public  officers 
under  his  authority,  was  directed 
to  the  object  of  collecting  mate- 
rials for  the  illustration  of  its  past 
and  present  condition."  -  -  - 

The  work  commences  with  a 
general  view  of  the  region  which 
*•  comprises  territory  from  twenty- 
one  to  twenty-five  degrees  North 
lat.,  and  from  seventy-three  to 
eighty  East  long. ;  or  from  Chit- 
tore  in  Mewar  North  to  the  Tap- 
tee  river  South,  and  from  Bundel- 
cund  East  to  Guserat  West." 

Among  its  principal  cities  is  one 
whose  name  affords  a  curious 
illustration  of  native  superstitions : 

**  Nolye  was  built  by  Raja  Nol, 
or  Nowul.  Its  modem  appella- 
tion of  Bumuggur  has  its  origin 
in  a  strange  vulgar  superstition  of 
names  of  bad  omen,  which  must 
not  be  pronounced  before  the 
morning  meal.  The  city  is  called 
either  Nolye  or  Burnuggur,  ac- 
cording to  the  hour  in  which  its 
mention  becomes  necessary." 

The  early  history  of  Malwa 
brings  before  us  some  striking 
characteristics  of  the  Rajpoot 
princes. 

"  Many  of    the  tribes  in 

that  province  boast  their  descent 
from  the  celestial  Ramcfannder, 
and  are  consequently  termed  the 
children  of  the  Son;  while  others 
trace  to  Pooravisee,  and   deem 


themselves  descendanu  of  the 
Moon.  Some  writers,  howeveri 
deny  their  title  even'  to  the  rank  of 
Khetri,  that  race  being,  according 
to  them,  extinct  in  this  yug  or 
age  ;  but  the  power  the  Rajpoots 
have  long  enjoyed,  has  obtained 
them  the  highest  estimation*  They 
were,  to  use  a  metaphorical  and 
flattering  phrase  of  their  eoniK 
tr^m^n,  thie  sword  of  the  Hindu 
faith.  It  was  not  easy  to  subdue 
such  men ;  for,  though  broken  by. 
their  own  dissensions,  before  and 
after  the  Mahomedan  invasion, 
into  a  thousand  petty  states,  al- 
most every  one  of  which  was  an 
object  of  contest  between  brothers, 
yet  still  every  individual  was  a 
soldier,  who  preferred  death  to 
disgrace;  and  though  ready  to 
be  the  servant,  scorned  to  be  the 
slave  of  any  monarch  upon 
earth.  They  were  uught  their 
duties  from  their  most  sacred 
works.  In  one,  the  demigod 
Krishna,  speaking  to  Arjoon,  ob- 
serves, '  A  soldier  of  the  Khetri 
tribe  hath  no  superior  duty  to 
fighting.  Soldier,  who  art  the 
fiivourite  of  God,  engage  in  such 
a  battle  as  this;  if  thou  art  slain* 
thou  wilt  obtain  heaven ;  if  victo- 
rious, thou  wilt  enjoy  a  world ! ' " 

The  Mahomedans  did  prove  vio* 
torious,  however ;  but  theMoghul 
empire  in  turn  fdl  before  the  pre- 
datory power  of  the  Mahrattas. 

"  Almost  all  Engllrii  readers  are 
^miliar  whh  die  name  of  Sevajee, 
the  founder  of  the  Mahratta  em* 
pire,  who,  in  a.  n.  1646,  was  en- 
couraged by  the  weakness  of  the 
Mahomedan  sect  to  rebel.  In 
1874  he  declared  himself  inde- 
pendent ;  and  when  be  died,  in 
1682,  he  had  established  his  au- 
thority over  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Concan,  a  country  which  lies 
between 
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between  the  great  range  of  liiUs 
which  bounds  the  Deckan  on  the 
WeBt  and  the  sea-ooast,  and  is  now 
under  Uie  Bombay  goYemment." 

In  our  day,  Sindia  and  Holkar 
have  made  the  greatest  efforts  to 
extend  and  consolidate  this  Hindu 
power;  the  Paishwa  being  re- 
dueed  to  a  puppet.  Of  these  cha- 
racters and  their  families,  Sir  J. 
M.  gives  MS  ample  particulars. 
Holkar  latterly  became  insane, 
and  a  new  actor.  Ameer  Khan, 
played  a  prominent  part.  We 
extract  a  notice  touching  him: 
*^  The  dissolution  of  the  Holkar 
state,  the  distractions  that  prevail- 
ed in  the  government  of  Sindia, 
the  scditiouB  spirit  evinced  by 
many  of  the  Niaam's  subjects, 
combined  with  the  large  army  un- 
der Ameer  Khan  (whose  reputa- 
tion was  now  at  its  zenith),  led  to 
a  v^ry  general  conclusion,  that  he 
cherislied  plans  of  restoring  the 
Mahomedan  power ;  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  had  he  been 
a  man  of  great  talent,  either  as  a 
statesman  or  military  commander, 
die  period  was  most  favourable  i 
but  Uiere  is  every  ground  to 
bc^eve  that  he  at  no  tifcne  seriously 
entertained  any  such  designs.  His 
Patans  were  continually  exclaim- 
ing, that  the  prediction  of  a  holy 
mendicant,  that  he  would  be  sove*' 
nign  of  Delhi,  was  nearly  accom- 
plished ;  but  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  encouraged  such  expres- 
sions or  sentimenu ;  and  not  only 
professed  to  act  in  the  name  of 
Holkar,  but  never  took  one  atep 
towards  establishing  any  power 
beyond  that  of  the  leader  of  a 
predatory  army,  which  it  was  hit 
object  to  keep  together,  and  sub- 
sist, by  every  means  tbit  die  pre- 
vailing dnatdiy  placed  within  his 
power/' 


*'  After  Ameer  Khan  returned 
fh>m  Nagpoor,  and  relieved  Jes- 
wunt  Row  and  his  family  from 
pherma  Kowur,  he  became  the 
chief  actor  in  a  tr^^edy,  in  which 
a  good  end  was  obtained  by  a  deed 
which  revolts  every  feeling  of  hu- 
manity. A  reconciliation  between 
the  Rajas  of  Jeypoor  and  Joud- 
poor  was  an  object  of  just  and 
wise  policy;  and  it  suited  the 
views  of  the  Patan  chief  to  pro* 
mote  its  accomplishment.  It  was 
proposed,  that  tliis  should  be 
effected  by  a  double  marriage. 
Juggufh  Singh  was  to  espouse  the 
daughter  of  Maun  Singh,  and  the 
latter  the  sister  of  his  rival  and 
enemy.  To  propitiate  these  nap- 
tiak,  it  was  conceived  that  the 
honour  of  all  parties  required  die 
death  of  Kishen  Kowur,  the  prin- 
cess of  Odeypoor.  The  question 
of  this  sacrifice  was  ag:itated  when 
Ameer  Khan  was  at  Odeypoor, 
and  that  chief  urged  it  strongly 
on  the  counsellors  of  the  Prince,^ 
representing  the  difiiculty  of  es- 
tablishing peace  while  the  cauie 
of  the  war  existed,  and  then  point- 
ing out  the  impossibility,  without 
o&nding  the  two  moat  powerful 
Rajpoot  rulers  in  India,  of  giving 
his  daughter  to  any  other  cbie£ 
To  these  he  added  arguments  well 
suited^  to  the  high,  though  mis- 
taken pride  of  a  Rajpoot,  regard- 
ing the  disgrace  of  having  in  his 
family  an  unmarried  daughter-  It 
is  stated,  and  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature  let  us  believe  it, 
that  neither  arguments  nor  threats 
could  induce  the  father  to  become 
the  executioner  of  his  child,  or 
even  to  urge  her  to  suicide;  hut 
his  sister*  Chaud  Bhye,  was  gained 
to  the  cruel  cause  of  policyi  and 
she  iMPesealad  :the  chalice,  to  Kishi' 
en  Kowiir«  ^treating  her  to  save 

her 
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her  fttfaer,  ikmily,  and  tilbe,  firom 
tbeBtrtiggleo'and  miseries  to  which 
her  high  birth  and  evil  destiny  ex- 
posed them.  The  appeal  was  not 
in  vain  :  she  drank  three  poisoned 
cupSy  and^efore  she  took  tlie  last, 
she  exclaimed,  *  This  is  the  mar- 
riage to  which  I  was  foredoomed/ 
All  were  acquainted  with  what 
was  passing  in  the  palace ;  and  the 
extraordinary  beauty  and  youth 
of  the  victim  excited  a  feeling, 
which  was  general  iif  a  degree  that 
IB  rare  among  the  inhabitants  of 
India.  This  account  is  written 
from  the. report  of  several  persons 
who  were, on  the  spot,  and  they 
agree  in  stating  that  the  particu- 
lars cf  Kishen  Kowur's  death  were 
no  sooner  spread  through  the  town 
of  Odeypoor  than*  loud  lamenta- 
tions burst  from  every  quarter, 
and  expressions  of  pity  at  her  fate 
were  mingled  witli  execrations  on 
the  weakness  and  cowardice  of 
those  who  could  purchase  safety 
on  such  terms.  In  a  short  period 
after  this  tragical  event,  the  pub- 
lic feeling  was  again  excited  by 
the  death  of  the  mother  of  the 
princess,  who  never  recovered  the 
shock  she  received  at  the  first  in- 
telligence of  the  fate  of  her  beau- 
tiful and  cherished  daughter.  If 
it  is  to  the  disgrace  of  the  nobility 
of  Odeypoor  that  one  of  them 
(Adjeit  Singh,  a  man  of  high  rank, 
who  possessed  unbounded  influ- 
ence over  the  mind  of  his  prince) 
proved  base  enough  to  act  through- 
out as  the  instrument  of  Ameer 
Khan,  the  character  of  this  proud 
race  was  redeemed  by  the  conduct 
of  Sugwan  Singh,  chief  of  Karra- 
dur,  who,  the  moment  he  heard  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  palace, 
hastened  from  his  residence  to 
Odeypoor,  and  dismouating  from 


a  brealhleM  horie,  went  uncere^ 
moniously  into  the  presence  of  his 
prince,  whom  he  found  seated  with 
several  of  his  ministers  in  appa- 
rent affliction.  'Is  the  princess 
dead  or  alive?*  was  his  impa« 
ttent  interrogation :  to  which,  after 
a  short  pause,  Adjeit  Singh  replied 
by  intreating  him  '  not  to  disturb 
the  grief  of  a  father  for  a  lost 
child.'  The  old  chief  immedi* 
ately  unbuckled  his  sword,  which, 
with  his  shield,  he  laid  at  the  feet 
of  the  Maha  Rana,  saying,  in  a 
calm  but  resolute  tone, '  My  an- 
cestors have  served  yours  for 
more  than  thirty  generations,  and 
to  you  I  cannot  utter  what  I  feel, 
but  these  arms  shall, never  more 
be  used  in  your  service.  As  to 
you,  villain  T  he  exclaimed,  turn- 
ing to  Adjeit  Singh,  *  who  have 
brought  this  ignominy  upon  the 
Rajpoot  name,  may  the  curse  of  a 
fatlier  light  upon  you !  may  you 
die  childless  !'  He  retired  from 
the  assembly,  leaving,  according 
to  the  account  of  those  that  were 
present,  an  impression  of  awe  and 
horror  in  the  minds  of  all  who 
heard  him.  Sugwan  Singh  lived 
for  eight  years  after  this  occur- 
rence ;  but,  though  he  continued 
in  his  allegiance,  he  never  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  resume  his 
arms.  The  last  child  of  Adjeit 
Singh  died  a  short  time  ago,  and 
the  event  was  deemed  by  the  su- 
perstitious Rajpoots  a  fulfilment 
of  the  curse  that  had  been  pro* 
nounced  upon  him.  He  maintain- 
ed his  influence  over  the  mind  of 
his  weak  prince  till  very  lately, 
when  he  was  disgraced,  to  the  joy 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Odeypoor, 
who  continued  to  consider  him  as 
the  chief  cause  of  the  self-murder 
of  their  regretted  princess.'* 
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16.  Mifnorakie  Days  in  America  t 
a  Jourtuil  of  a  Tour  to  the 
United  States,  Sfc.  By  W.  Faux, 
an  Eogliah  Farmer. 
*'26th,— Lat.  d2  deg.,  long.  66 
deg^  sailing  all  day  seven,  and  at 
night  ten  knots  an  hour.  The 
old  Southern  goat,  kid.  Canton 
cocks,  geese,  hogs  and  turtles, 
begin  to  quake  with  northern  cold. 
In  the  winter  of  1817*18,  the  Bsh 
generally  experienced  a  vast  mor- 
tality ;  the  shores  and  water,  quite 
out  at  sea,  were  literally  covered 
with  countless  tons  and  ship*loads 
of  dead  and  dying  fish  :  much  to  ' 
the  discomfiture  of  shipping  de* 
pendent  on  them  for  a  supply  of 
food.  The  cause  is  unknown,  but 
supposed  to  be  volcanic  ;  as  very 
frequently  loud  subterraneous,  or  * 
rather  subaqueous  sounds,  like  the 
discharge  of  artillery,  were  heard 
in  these  desolate  regions. 

*'  1  dined  this  day  at  my  cousin 
Captain  Rugeley's,  with  Mr.  Irvin 
and  family.  At  sunset,  I  visited 
the  negro*huts,  in  which  I  found 
small  nests  or  beds,  full  of  black 
babies.  The  women  were  cook- 
ing com-cakes  in  pans  over  .the 
fire.  Oak-leaves  were  laid  over 
the  cakes,  and  then  hot  embers  or 


a^ies  on  tkcoi :  thus  they  are 
speedily  baked.  All  seefned 
happy,  having  kind  treatment, 
fuU  bellies,  and  little  thought; 
being  unconsciously  degraded  to 
the  level  oi  the  beasts  that  perish. 
Saw  no  church,  nor  heard  any 
thing  of  a  Sabbath.  Slept  at  the 
Captain's  in  a  good  bed,  curtain- 
less,  alongside  the  one  in  which 
bimself  and  lady  and  children 
slept ;  all  in  one  room,  the  only 
one  in  the  house;  witli  a  fine 
negro-wench  on  the  floor,  at  our 
feet,  as  our  body-guard,  all  night, 
in  readiness  to  hush  tlie  children. 
Thus  patriarchally  did  I  and  my 
cousins  dress  and  undress,  talk 
and  sleep.  What  lovely  simpli- 
city \  It  is  all  pure,  unsophistica- 
ted nature — a  shining  contrast  to 
all  I  saw  at  Camden." 

How  delicious !  the  nests  of 
black  babies ;  the  absence  of  re- 
ligious worship  and  prejudices; 
the  full  bellies ;  the  huddling  all 
together  to  sleep ;  the  shining 
contrast  of  the  state  of  nature  in 
which  white  farmers  and  fine 
negro  wenches  were  opposed  to 
each  other  in  pure  unaof^isticated 
nakedness : — 

But  tiiere  are  drawbacks :— ^ 


•  At  an  English  emigrant's  house,  wc  have  a  match  to  this  family  scene;  Mr. 
iBgle,  one  of  our  sabsrantia)  farmer  settlers,  and  an  old  friend  of  x>\t  author's,  tells  us. 

"  My  friend's  log-bouse^  as  a  fi rat,  is  one  of  the  best  I  have  aeen,  hafingooc 
large  room,  and  a  chamber  over  it,  to  which  you  climb  by  a  ladder.  It  has,  at  pre- 
sent,  no  windows ;  but  when  the  doors  are  shut,  the'crevices  between  the  rough  logs 
admit  liRht  and  air  enough,  above  and  below.  It  is  five  yards  square,  and  twenty 
feat  high.  At  a  little  distance  stand  a  stable  for  two  horses,  a  corn  crib,  a  p»g-8tyc» 
and  a  store  ;  for  store-kecpipg  is  his  tocention^  and  it  is  a  good  one.  Two  beds  in 
the  room  below,  and  one  above,  lodge  us  in  the  following  manner  $  myself  and  Mr. 
Ingle  in  one  bed  ;  in  the  second,  by  our  side,  sleep  six  fine  but  dirty  childien,  and  in 
the  chamber,  Mrs.  Ingle  arid  a  valuable  English  maid.  Thus,  on  my  abcouot, 
husband  and  wife  are  divided.  It  is  not  unusual  for  a  male  and  female  to  sleep  in 
t)ie  same  room  imcartained,  holding  conversation  while  in  bed.  In  a  yard  acjiois' 
iag  the  house  arc  three  sows  and  pigs  haU^tarved,  and  several  cows,  calves,  wrf 
horses,  very  poor,  having  no  grass,  no  pasture,  but  with  bells  about  their  accb 
eternally  ringing.  Shame,  or  rather  what  is  called  false  shame,  or  delicacy,  does  not 
exist  here.  Males  dress  and  undress  before  the  females^  and  nothing  is  thought  of 
it.  Here  is  no  servant.  The  maid  is  equal  to  the  master.  No  boy»or  nun 
sannnt.    No  water^  but  at  half  a  mile  distant.    Mr.  Ingle  does  all  the  jobs,  woA 
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*'  Negroes  occanonaMy  ride 
their  masters'  horses  all  night  to 
the  distance  of  many  miles,  on 
trading)  exeursions,  selling  what 
they  have  stolen  during  the  week. 
About  three  weeks  since,  a  gentle- 
man planter  of  this  neighbonr*- 
bood  had  one  of  his  slaves,  a 
strong  fellow,  whipped  to  death 
ibr  stealing.  The  party  who  pre- 
sided over  this  horrid  execttion, 
were  all,  as  well  as  the  owner, 
drunk,  a  circumstance  which  is 
here  offered  as  an  excuse  for  mur- 
der ;  or  rather  for  whipping  away 
1000  dollars,  the  priocie  cost  of 
the  victim. 

*^  £8th, — After  dinner  we  went 
a  hunting,  but  caught  nothing, 
except  one  of  the  most  venomous 
serpents,  called  a  Mocoson,  and 
the  rattle  of  a  rattle  -  snake. 
Examined  a  vegetable,  said  to  be 
efficacious  as  a  remedy  for  the 
bite  of  these  deadly  serpents,  and 
recaved  a  root  of  it.  It  is  culti- 
vated in  gardens,  but  taken  ori- 
ginally from  the  forest.  It  re- 
sembled a  fleur-de-lis,  and  a  flag 
which  grows  in  English  marshes, 
and  is  called  the  Rattle-snake's 
Master-piece.  When  the  leg  or 
hand  of  a  man  is  bitten,  the  limb  is 
buried  in  the  earth,  until  a  milky 
decoction  and  fomentation  can  be 
made  from  this  herb,  which,  if 
promptly  applied  externally  and 
iotemally,  is  an  unfailing  specific. 
The  burying  the  parts  affected, 
prevents,  it  is  said,  the  poison 
from  circulating  through  the  sys- 
tem  to  the  heart. 

"About  twenty  miles  west  of 
Columbia,  we  saw  a  party  of  jury- 
men and  other  citizens,  digging  up 


the  body  of  a  slave,  who  had  been 
wantonly  whipped  to  death,  and 
buried  privately  about  a  week 
since,  and  that  too  by  the  hands 
of  his  own  master.  As  this  is  the 
second  man  thus  murdered,  the 
first  being  left  unburied  for  dogs 
to  eat,  I  hereby  resolve  to  give 
publicity  to  all  the  particulars  of 
the  last  case  when  i  reach  the  city. 
The  gentleman  who  disclosed  to 
the  coroner  the  secret  of  this  out- 
rageous murder,  came  to  us,  stated 
the  case  dearly,  and  invited  us  to 
go  with  him  and  behold  what  was 
once  man,  but  then  a  mis-shapen 
mass  of  putrescence.  -  •  - 

"  My  host  (says  Mr.  Faux  at 
Washington),  every  where  the 
public  eulogist  of  America,  says, 
'  that  England  is  the  place  for  men 
of  fortune,  but  this  land  for  the 
industrious  bees,  who  cannot  live 
there.  Fools  must  not  come,  for 
Americans  are  nationally  cold, 
jealous,  suspicious  and  knavish, 
have  little  or  no  sense  of  honour, 
believing  every  man  a  rogue  until 
they  see  the  contrary ;  thinking 
imposition  and  extortion  fair' 
business,  and  all  men  fair  game : 
kind,  obliging  conduct  is  lost 
upon  them.  A  bold,  saucy,  inde- 
pendent manner  towards  them  is 
necessary.  They  love  nobody 
but  themselves,  and  seem  incapsh 
ble  of  due  respect  for  the  feelings 
of  others.  They  have  nothing 
original ;  all  that  is  good  or  new, 
is  done  by  foreigners,  and  by  the 
British,  and  yet  they  boast  eter- 
nally.' 

*'  Such  is  the  rough  sketch  of 
an  admiring  artist,  once  in  a  state 
of  infatuation,  but    now  getting 


more  than  half  the  hewing,  splitting,  and  ploughing.l^He  ia  all  economy,  all  dirty- 
handed  industry.  No  wood  it  cat  in  readiness  for  morning  fires.  He  and  the  axe 
procure  it,  and  provender  for  the  poor  hungry  cattle,  pigs,  and  horses*  His  time  is 
continually  occupied,  and  the  young  boys  just  breeched  are  made  usefal  in  every 
pobible  way." 

sane 


[122] 


LITERARY    RETROSPECT 


•anc  and  tober.  The  ncaleB  have 
left  his  eyes,  and  he  begins  to  see 
to  bis  sorrow.  I,  too,  fancy  I  see 
soBMthing  like  a  strong  and  gene* 
ral  feeling  of  disappointment, 
pervading  almost  all  I  meet,  who 
have  recently  emigrated;  and, 
wk  examination,  I  find  that  my 
obaerration  does  not  deceive  me. 
AH  have  over«»rated  America. 
Hope  told  a  flattering,  lying  tale, 
and  they  believed  her  to  their  own 
undoing*  A  visit  to  this  country 
will  increase  an  Englishman's  love 
for  his  own,  whether  he  can  or 
cannot  live  in  it.  If  he  cannot, 
he  comes  here,  cursing  the  causey 
hating  the  change,  and  hoping  to 
return,  on  some  ^ir  future  day, 
which  fate  may  yet  have  in  stpre 
for  htm. 

"  The  Carolinians  keep  and 
train  up  large  dogs  for  hunting 
and  finding  runaway  or  concealed 
negroes,  who  are  easily  scented 
and  found  by  them,  if  they  be  in 
the  woods.  The  mode  of  train- 
ing is  thus :  Set  a  young  negro 
daily  to  strike  a  pup,  and  then 
run  from  it.  This  is  dog-training. 
My  cousin.  Captain  H.  Rugeley, 
in  my  presence  ordered  a  young 
negro  to  strike  a  half-grown  cur, 
which  immediately  seized  the  boy, 
who  was  worried  a  little,  for  my 
amusement  and  instruction.  Hence 
these  dogs,  though  generally  do- 
cile and  gentle  to  well  dressed 
whites,  instantly  seize  on  any 
strange  black  man  who  approaches 
the  plantation,  just  as  an  Eng- 


lish   greyhoand    flies    upon   a 
hare." 

^*  At  noon,  I  roamed  into  the 
supreme  court,  whefe  I  saw  my 
new  friend,  the  supreme  judge, 
Wilson,    on    the    b«nch,  in  die 
midst  of  three  rustic,  dirty-locdi- 
ing  associate  judges,  all  robeless, 
and  drss&ed  in  coarse  drab,  do- 
mestic, homespun  coats,  dark  silk 
handkerchiefs  round  their  necks, 
and  otherwise    not    superior  in 
outward  appearance  to  our  low 
fen-farmers  in  England.      Thus 
they  sat,  presiding  with  ease  and 
ability  oves  a  bar  of  plain  talka- 
tive lawyers,   all  robeless,  very 
funny  and  conversational  in  their 
speeches,  manners,  and  conduct ; 
dressed  in  plain  box-coats,  and 
sitting  with  their  feet  and  knees 
higher  than  their  noses,  and  point- 
ing obliquely    to  the   bench  of 
judges ;  thus  making  their  ^eeebes 
and  examining  and  cross-exsm- 
ining  evidence  at   a    plain  loDg 
table,  with  a  brown  earthen  jug 
of  cold  water  before  them,  for 
occasionally  wetting  their  whistles, 
and   washing   their  quid-stained 
lips :    all,  judges,  jury,  counsel, 
witnesses,  and  prisoners,  seemed 
free,  easy,  and  happy.    Thesu* 
preme  judge  is  only  distinguished 
from  the  rest  by  a  shabby  blue 
threadbare  coat,   dirty  trowsen, 
and  unblacked  shoes.    Thus  set 
all  their  lordships,  freely  and  fre- 
quently   chewing   tobacco,   sod 
appearing  as  uninterested  as  ooidd 
be."* 


*  **  Judge  Waggoner,  who  is  a  notorious  ho|f-9toaler,  was  recently  aoctued,  while 
sitting  on  the  bench,  by  Major  Hooker,  the  hunter,  gouger,  whipper,  and  nose-bitt^ 
of  stealing  many  hogs,  and  being,  although  a  Judge,  \he  greatest  rogue  in  the  United 
States.  This  was  the  Major's  answer  to  the  question.  Guilty  or  Not  GuiUy,  on  w 
indictment  presented  against  him.  The  court  laughed,  and  the  Judge  raved,  and  bide 
Hooker  go  oat  and  he  would  fight  him.  The  Major  agreed,  but  nid,  *  Judge,  ro|| 
■hall  go  six  miles  into  the  woodav  and  the  longest  liver  shiil  come  back  to  tell  bis  weT 
The  Judge  would  not  go.    The  Major  was  now,  in  his  torn,  much  enn^od  by  tbc 
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**  The  we8tern*country  labour- 
ers return  here,  unable  to  get 
paid  in  any  way  for  dieir  work , 
it  being  impoasible  to  sell,  any 
where  or  at  any  price,  the  wheat 
which  they  receive  in  lieu  of  cash. 
One  poor  fellow,  after  thrashing 
a  month,  returned  quite  unable 
to  sell  his  share  or  bring  it  away ; 
and  if  the  farmer  has  twenty  miles 
to  carry  it  to  the  river,  it  is  not 
worth  his  while  to  grow  it,  for  no 
money  can  bd  had  for  it,  but 
goods  only,  which  he  must  receive 
at  the  vendor's  own  price,  and  in 
like  manner  his  produce.  All  is 
done  by  barter.  I  know  several 
whom  I  advised  not  to  go  west- 
ward, now  repenting,  and  unable 
to  raise  ten  dollars.  They  have 
lost  much  by  lending,  and  by  the 
reduction  of  their  lands,  which 
are  now,  though  much  improved, 
unsaleable;  or  if  saleable,  at  im- 
mense loss.  My  partner's  father 
(an  Englishman)]  had  17,000  dol- 
lars, when  a  few  years  since  he 


went  into  the  wilderness ;  but  now 
is  he  indeed  a  repenting  man, 
unable  to  raise  or  borrow  ten 
dollars  on  or  iirom  his  estate.  -  -  - 
**  I  must  complain  (says  a  Mr. 
Lidtard,  an  Engtish  emigrant,  to 
our  author)  much  of  American 
roguery.  Hardly  anybody  cares 
about  poor  honesty  and  punctua- 
lity. If  a  man  can,  or  is  dis- 
posed to  pay,  he  pays ;  if  not  so 
disposed,  or  not  able,  he  smiles, 
and  tells  you  to  your  face,  be 
shall  not  pay.  I  saw  an  execu- 
tion defeated  lately  by  that 
boasted  spirit,  which  they  call 
liberty,  or  independence.  The 
property  under  execution  was 
put  up  to  sale,  when  the  eldest 
eon  appeared  with  a  huge  Hercu- 
lean club,  and  said,  '  Gentlemen, 
you  may  bid  for  and  buy  these 
bricks  and  things,  which  were  my 

father's,  but,    by  ,  no  mwa 

living  shall  come  on  to  this 
ground  with  horse  and  cart  to 
fetch  them  »way.     The  land  is 


Judge  ordering  htm  into  court  to  pty  a  fine  of  tea  dollars  for  some  former  offence, 
the  present  indiccment  being  suffered  to  drop.-  -- 

'*  Last  week,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  the  High  Sheriff  had  to  perform  the  duty  of 
Jack  Ketch,  and  hang  his  own  nephew,  for  the  murder  of  his  otcn  mother,  the  She- 
riff's sister.  The  youth  killed  her  by  striking  her  with  a  dob  on  the  temple.  In  tbe 
same  neighbonrfaood,  and  the  same  week,  another  youtlTwas  sent  to  gaol  for  poison- 
ing his  uncle,  a  rich  old  gentleman,  who  being  childless,  had  taken  this  nepfaew  into 
the  house,  and  made  him  heir  to  all ;  but  the  youth  being  impatient,  went  to  a 
druggist  for  arsenic,  which  he  said  was  to  kill  the  rats,  that  every  nrght  kept  his 
uncle  from  sleeping.  He  mtxed  a  portion  of  it  in  a  glass  of  apple-toddy,  and  gave  tt 
ID  his  uncle,  bat  in  so  large  a  portion  that  it  began  to  opemte  immediately,  on  which 
tbe  old  man  said,  *  Yon  have  given  me  something  to4o  me  harm.'  The  youth  de- 
nied it,  but  the  old  man  grew  rapidly  sick,  and  feeling  conscious  that  he  was  poisoned, 
and  should  die  before  the  distant  doctor  could  arrive,  got  out  the  will  in  favour  of  the 
nngratefiil  youth,  and  having  burnt  it,  died  soon  after. 

**  A.  short  time  ago,  the  friends  of  a  murderer,  under  sentence  of  death  in  Pennajl- 
vania,  conspired  together  to  procure  a  pardon  from  the  governor  by  threats  and  inti- 
midation. Their  plan  vras  to  get  the  governor  into  a  room  to  themselves,  and  offer 
him  his  own  life  for  the  pardon  of  Lieut.  Smith,  the  convict,  who  had  cohabited  with 
Mrs.  Carson,  and  taken  possession  of  her  house  and  property,  during  the  absence  of 
her  husband,  Capt.  Canon.  When  the  latter  letamed  and  demanded  his  wife  and 
pi^pcrty,  he  .was  shot  dead  in  big  own  house  by  Smith.  The  governor  had  intelligence 
of  the  plot,  and  seized  the  conspirator*  before  they  could  carry  their  design  into 
effect." 

mine, 
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mine,  and  if  the  buyer  takes  any 
thing  away,  it  shall  be  on   bis 
back.'    The  father  had  transferred 
the  land,  and  all  on  it,  to  the  son, 
in  order  to  cheat  the  law.     No* 
body  was,  therefore,  found  to  bid 
or  buy.     I,  therefore,  (continues 
Mr.  L.)  decline  all  transactions 
with  Americans,  it  being  impossi* 
ble  with  safety  to  buy  or  sell  any 
thing  of  importance  under  their 
present  paper  system.  -  -  i  Land 
here  gives  a  man  no  importance ; 
store-keepers    and    clerks    rank 
much   above    farmers,   who    are 
never    seen    in    genteel    parties 
and  circles.  «•  -  -  The  land  is  full 
of  all  useful  grass  seeds,  which 
only  want  sun  and  air  to  call  them 
into   a    smothering  superabund* 
ance.    But  what  is  land,  however 
rich,  without  population  to  culti- 
vate it,  or  a  market  to  consume 
its  produce,  which  is  here  bought 
much  under  what  either  1  or  you 
could  raise  it  for.     Farmers  are 
consequently  men  of  no  import- 
ance.    Thev  live,  it  is  true,  and 
will  always  live;  but  I  much  doubt 
if  ever   the   impor^t    English 
fiirmer    could  be   satisfied  with 
such  living  and  farming.     I  feel 
great  difficulty  in  advising  any 
friends  on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion.    I  mean  to  wait  two  years 
longer  before  I  do  it.      Liberty 
and  independence,  of  which  you 
and  I  thought  so  much  and  so 
highly,  while  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  sink  and  fade  in  va- 
lue on  a  nearer  view.      Nobody 
here    properly   sppreciates,    but 
almost    all    abuse,   this   boasted 
liberty.      Liberty  here  means  to 
do  each  as  he  pleases ;  to  care 
for   nothing    and    nobody,    and 
cheat  every  body.     If  I  buy  an 
estate,  and  advance  money  before 
I  get  a  title,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  I 


lose  it,  and  never  get  a  title  that 
is  worth  having.     My  garden  cost 
me  this  summer  only  50  dollars, 
and  all  the  produce  was  stolen  by 
boys  and  young  men,  who  pro* 
fessed  to  think  they  had  the  li- 
berty to  do  so.     If  yon  complain 
to  their  friends  and  superiors,  the 
answer  is,  *  Oh,  it  is  only  a  boy- 
ish  trick,  not  worth  notice.*    And 
again,  I  tell  the  gentlemen,  tiiat 
if  I  wished  to  be  social  and  get 
drunk  with  them,  I  dare  not ;  for 
they  would   take    the  iibertjf  to 
scratch    me    like    a    tiger,  and 
gouge,  and  dirk  me.     1  cannot 
part  with  my  nose  and  eyes.  The 
friendly  equality  and  intercourse, 
however,  which  can  be  had  with 
all  ranks  and  grades,  and  the  inn 
possibility  of  coming  to  absolute 
poverty,  are  the  finest  features  of 
this  country.     *  You  are  going  to 
Birkbeck's  settlement?'—'  I  am, 
sir.' — *  I   visited  both  Birkbeck 
and  Flower  in  June  last.    Birk- 
beck  is  a  fine  man,   in  a  bad 
cause.      He    was    worth    about 
10,000/.  sterling,  but  has  deceiv- 
ed himself  and  others.     Both  bis 
and  Flower's  settlement  (which 
are  all  one,)   is    all  a   humbug. 
They  are  all  in  the  mire,  and  can- 
not get  out ;  and  they,  therefore, 
by  all  manner  of  means  and  arts, 
endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  it. 
-  •  -  I  would  prefer  Birkbeck  for 
a  neighbour,  dressed  up,  as  he  is, 
in    a    little  mean  chip  hat,  and 
coarse    domestic    clothes     from 
Harmony,  living  in  a  little  log- 
house,  smoking  segars,  and  drink- 
ing bad  whisky,  just  as  I  found 
him,  rough  as  he  was.     Mr.  6. 
Flower  is  inducing  mechanics  to 
come  from  all  parts  to  settle,  al- 
though there  is  no  employment 
for  them,  nor  any  market  now, 
nor  in  future,  at  New  Orleans  or 
elsewhere 
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elMwbere,  for  produce,  unleM  a 
war  comes,  which  may  require 
America  to  supply  other  nations 
in  want.' "  * 

17.  TraxeU  in  Egypt  and  Nubia,  Sy- 
ria  and  Asia  Minory  during  the 
years  1817  and  1818.  By  the 
Hon.  Charles  Leonard  Irby, 
and  James  Mangles,  Com- 
manders in  the  Royal  Navy. 
"  Printed  for  Private  Distribu- 
tion/' 

"  In  the  evening,  while  towing 
the  boat,  our  sailors  found  a  tor- 
pedo on  the  very  brink  of  the  ri- 
ver, apparently  asleep;  it  was 
curious  to  observe  their  caution 
and  timidity  in  approaching  it ; 
they«  however,  succeeded  in  stick- 
ing one  of  their  daggers  in  his 
h^d,  and  by  that  means  hauled 
it  on  shore;  our  Egyptian  crew 
bad  done  the  same  near  Beni 
Hassan.  We  got  the  fish  on 
board,  and,  though  nearly  dead,  it 
sensibly  affected  my  arm  inlaying 
liold  of  it ;  I  felt  a  double  shock 
up  the  arm  near  the  elbow.  It 
was  about  two  feet  long :  had 
very  small  eyes  ;  the  bdly  and 
top  of  the  back  white  ;  one  dorsal 
fin,  and  the  sides  were  coloured 
dark-brown  with  black  spots ;  it 
iiad  no  scales.     Our  sailors  in 


Egypt  ate  the  one  they  caught, 
but  the  present  crew  would  not 
touch  this,  even  when  dead,  and 
consequently  harmless,  much  more 
eat  it.  They  all  said  we  avoided 
the  shock  by  uttering  a  charm,  or 
using  some  magic  influence. 
This  day  one  of  the  boys  of  our 
crew  brought  on  board  a  chame- 
leon ;  he  caught  it  in  an  acassia 
(called  in  Nubia  the  soont)  tree, 
which  they  affect  more  than  the 
date,  or  any  other  tree  in  this 
country.  On-  coming  on  board, 
it  hissed  and  shewed  symptoms  of 
anger,  evincing  at  the  same  time  a 
great  desire  to  make  its  escape. 
It  was  then  of  a  dirty  green  co-i 
lour,  with  dark  spots,  and  when- 
ever it  was  approached  it  turned 
to  a  dusky  brown,  inflating  itself 
at  the  same  time.  I  conclude 
that  one  hue  is  the  effect  of  fear, 
and  the  other  of  indifferance.  We 
had  subsequently  eight  of  these 
animals  on  board ;  some  of  them 
became  so  tame,  that  when  the 
flies  annoyed  us  much,  we  had 
only  to  take  one  of  the  chameleons 
in  our  hand,  and  place  it  near  the 
flies,  and  it  would  catch  them 
with  its  long  tongue  in  greet 
numbers.*' 

Respecting  the  Nubians,  we 
shall  extract  a  few  of  the  most 
novel  scraps : — 


*  Mr.  Pkuz,  who  himself  saw  the  SettleracDt,  more  than  corroborates  the  above 
account  i«— '<  I  called  at  an  adjoining  farm,  rented  by  a  dirty,  n&ked-lemd  French 
family,  who,  though  bom  in  this  country,  know  nothing  of  the  English  language. 
Then  at  Mr.  Hunt's,  who  is  deaf  and  dumb  (the  brother  of  Henry  Hunt,  the  Cham- 
pion of  Reform,)  who,  with  his  nephew,  a  son  of  Henry,  came  here,  about  a  year 
since,  to  three  ouarter  sections  of  land  ;  of  which  they  have  cultivated  only  six  acict. 
They  live  in  a  little  one-room  miserable  log-cabin,  doing  all  the  labour  of  the  bouse 
and  land  themselves,  and  without  any  female.  We  found  them  half- naked  and  in 
rags,  busily  greasing  a  cart,  or  mending  a  plough.  They  appeared  only  as  labourers. 
-  •  •  We  entered  their  cabin,  and  took  some  boiled  beef  on  a  board,  and  sat  on  their 
bed  and  boxes,  having  no  chairs,  stools,  or  tables,-and  only  the  mean  clothes  ihcy 
then  wore ;  a  fire  having  recently  destroyed  their  first  cabin  with  all  iu  contonti. 
Being  disappointed  in  English  rcmitUnces,  and  unable  to  get  letters  from  thence, 
which  they  thought  had  been  intercepted,  they  were  out  of  fnnds,  and  their  land  was 
uncultivated^  unsown,  and  selling  for  the  payment  of  taxes.** 

i  -  -  .  ••  It 
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•  -  -^  '^  It  is  eonunon  among 
tliein  to  estimate  a  short  jouraey 
bgr  tit^e  number  of  pipes  they  can 
smoke  during  its  performance." 

In  the  tent  of  the  Cashief 
Daoiid,  it  is  stated  '*  We  observed 
a  shield  made  of  crocodile's  skin ; 
it  was  remarkably  strong ;  one  of 
the  protuberances  of  the  animal's 
bock  served  for  the  boss  or  cen- 
tre,  and  one  of  those  of  the  tail 
for  the  hollow  of  the  elbow.  The 
natives  assured  us  it  would  resist 
a  musquet-baU  ;  and  if  the  skin  of 
the  living  animal  possesses  this 
power,  I  do  not  see  why  one 
should  doubt  the  assertion.  In 
general,  Nubian  shields  are  made 
of  the  skin  of  the  hippopotamus." 
"  These  people  think  them- 
selves very  cunning  in  schemes 
to  deceive  strangers.  Few  of 
them  smoke;  instead  of  which 
they  use  salt  and  tobacco  mixed, 
enveloped  in  wool,  and  kept  be- 
tween the  under  lip  and  gum; 
file  boys  commence  this  practice 
when  quite  young.  They  are  all 
rogues,  but  being  bred  up  in  such 
principles,  do  not  think  there  is 
any  harm  in  being  so ;  the  oppro- 
brious  terms,  harame,  cadab  (thief 
— ^liar,)  are  not  considered  abu- 
sive with  them,  as  they  have  no 
notion  of  honesty,  and  cannot 
possibly  keep  from  pilfering  any 
thing  within  their  reach ;  we  de* 
tected  our  sailors  at  this  work 
almost  daily,  but  they  always 
made  a  joke  of  it.  The  several 
districts  differ  much  in  regard  to 
dress,  and  particularly  in  the 
manner  of  wearing  the  hair,  some 
have  it  curled,  \k  la  Brutus,* 
others  plaited  and  hanging  down 
with  great  uniformity,  in  ringlets, 
to  the  shoulders,  where  it  is  cut  off 
square  at  the  bottom,  and  looks 
exactly  like  a  mop.     The  latter 


gieaaetkeir  locks  flentifuHy  wiili 
oil ;  the  former  have  generally  a 
skewer  sticking  in  their  hair  in 
readiness  to  disturb  any  animal- 
cule which  may  bite  too  hard. 
There  is  great  difference  in  the 
features  and  make  of  the  several 
Nubian  tribes."  -  -  - 

-  -  -  *•  At  Houarti.  As  this 
was  the  village  of  our  crew,  we 
were  obliged  to  reconcile  our 
minds  to  stop  for  three  days, 
while  they  mad6  merry  with  their 
friends  and  relations.  We  had 
scarcely  arrived  here  an  hottr, 
when  our  reis  came  to  ask  us  to 
lend  him  the  two  mtimmy-cases. 
which  we  had  on  board.  He  said 
he  should  like  to  have  them  up 
at  the  village  for  an  hour;  we 
lent  them  immediately,  not  hav- 
ing any  idea  of  his  reason  for 
borrowing  them.  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  however,  we  found  out ; 
for  numbers  of  women  came  down 
and  requested  them,  when  they 
alternately  walked  three  times 
round  them,  crossing  over  them 
each  time;  this  we  found  was  to 
procure  them  families.  From 
this  time  the  women  were  con- 
stantly arriving,  young  and  old, 
and  all  going  through  the  same 
ceremony;  they  were  all  very 
serious  during  die  performance  of 
this  mystery,  and  seemed  to  think 
it  odd  that  we  laughed  so  much." 
In  the  Temple  of  Isis,  at  Ten- 
tyra,  say  the  authors,  **  We  ex- 
amined the  temple,  and  did  not 
forget  the  little  chamber,  in  which 
we  had  before  noticed  the  circular 
astronomical  table  on  the  ceiling 
to  be  a  monument  of  the  same 
kind  as  the  Isiac  table  which  w^ 
had  seen  at  Turin.  It  was  in  the 
ceiling  of  the  other  half  of  this 
chamber  that  Mr.  Ruppell  dia* 
covered  a  complete  lunar  system, 

which 
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whidi  had  toCally  escaped  Denon, 
and  all  the  other  French  aavans. 
Mr.  R.  took  an  exact  copy  of  this 
interesting  tablet,  clearly  making 
it  to  contain  twelve  moons  and  a 
bit  of  another*  which  no  doubt 
was  meant  for  the  odd  five  days, 
as  the  twelve  make  three  hundred 
and  sixty*  As 'this  throws  an  ad- 
ditional light  on  the  Egyptian 
mode  of  calculating  the  year,  it  is 
a  matter  of  no  small  interest,  and 
reflects  the  more  credit  on  Mr. 
Ruppell,  as  so  many  travellers 
have  examined  this  chamber,  and 
this  circumstance  never  occurred 
to  them.  In  the  great  French 
work  they  have  put  down  fourteen 
or  fifteen  moons,  never  having 
taken  the  trouble  to  count  them." 
Tiberias.  —  ''  Here  we  were 
dreadfully  bitten  by  a  red  sort  of 
vermin  which  is  the  annoyance  of 
camels  in  this  country ;  it  was  soft 
like  a  maggot.  In  the  morning 
we  found  ourselves  studded  all 
over  with  deep  crimson  spots, 
from  which  it  would  appear  there 
.is  much  venom  in  the  bite  of  this 
disgusting  animal.  I  shall  take 
this  opportunity  'of  remarking, 
that  a  traveller  in  these  countries, 
however  much  the  very  thoughts 
may  shock  him  at  first,  must 
make  up  his  mind,  and  reconcile 
his  feelungs,  to  being  constantly 
covered  with  lice  and  fleas;  we 
kill  every  day  from  ten  to  twenty 
of  these  guests,  which  are  always 
to  be  found  on  every  mat  or 
cushion  used  in  the  country. 
These  nauseous  visitors  seldom 
get  into  the  head,  but  crawl  about 
yonr  shirt  and  clothes.  Every 
native  you  see  in  the  country  is 
covered  with  vermin ;  and  if  you 
ask  why  they  have  sudi  a  plenti- 
ful store,  while  we .  are  company- 
tively  so  little  annoyed  hy  them. 


they  tell  you  '  it  is  the  curse  of 
God  on  them.'  The  other  day  I 
cut  my  foot,  and  our  Arab  Seys, 
(the  same  that  has  accompanied 
us  all  the  way  from  Yaffa,)  who  is 
always  washing  himself,  and  is  a 
very  cleanly  person,  tore  off  a 
small  piece  of  the  sleeve  of  his 
shirt  for  my  hurt ;  the  piece  was 
about  three  inches  long,  by  two 
wide,  and  before  using  it  I  killed 
three  lice  and  two  fleas  oi\  it ;  this 
will  speak  more  than  all  I  can  say 
on  the  subject.  Bugs  are  also 
very  plentiful,  and  in  Egypt  omr 
rooms  were  full  of  them." 

The  general  description  of 
Petra  is  very  striking : — 

"  As  we  advanced  (by  the  east- 
em  approach),  the  natural  features 
of  the  defile  grew  more  and  more 
imposing  at  every  step,  and  the 
excavations  and  sculpture  more 
frequent  on  both  sides,  till  it  pre^ 
sented  at  last  a  continued  street  of 
tombs,  beyond  which  the  rocks 
gradually  approaching  each  other, 
seemed  all  at  once  to  close  with- 
out, any  outlet*  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  frightful  chasm  for  the 
passage  of  the  stream,  which  fur- 
nishes, as  it  did  anciently,  the 
only  avenue  to  Petra  on  this  aide. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any 
thing  more  awful  or  sublime  than 
such  an  approach;  the  width  is 
not  more  than  just  sufficient  for 
the  passage  of  two  horsemen 
abreast ;  the  sides  are  in  all  parts 
perpendicular,  varying  from  four 
hundred  to  seven  hundred  feet  in 
height,  and  they  often  overhang 
to  such  a  degree,  that  without 
their  absolutely  meeting,  the  sky 
is  intercepted  and  completely  shut 
ont  for  one  hundred  yards  to- 
gether, and  there  is  little  more 
light  than  in  a  cavern. 

'*  The  screaming  df  the  eagles, 
hawks. 
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hawks,  and  owls,  who  were  soar- 
ing above  our  heads  in  consider* 
able  numbers,  seemingly  annoyed 
at  any  one  approaching  their  lone- 
ly habitation,  added  much  to  the 
singularity  of  this  scene.  The 
tamarisk,  the  wild  fig,  and  the 
oleander,  grow  luxuriantly  about 
the  road,  rendering  the  passages 
often  difficult ;  in  some  places  they 
hang  down  most  beautifully  from 
the  cliffs  and  crevices  where  they 
had  taken  root :  the  caper  plant 
was  also  in  luxuriant  growth,  the 
continued  shade  furnishing  them 
with  moisture. 

'*  Very  near  the  first  entrance 
into  this  romantic  pass,  a  bold 
arch  is  thrown  across  at  a  great 
height,  connecting  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  cliffl  Whether  this 
was  part  of  an  upper  road  upon 
the  summit  of  the  mountain,  or 
whether  it  be  a  portion  of  an 
aqueduct,  which  seems  less  proba- 
ble, we  had  no  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining; but  as  the  traveller 
passes  under  it,  its  appearance  is 
most  surprising,  hanging  thus 
above  his  head  betwixt  two  rugged 
masses  apparently  inaccessible. 
Immediately  under  it  are  sculp- 
tured niches  in  the  rock,  destined 
probably  for  statues ;  and  we 
suspect  that  by  careful  inspection 
inscriptions  might  be  found  there  ; 
but  the  position  in  which  they  are 
viewed  is  disadvantageous,  and 
the  height  so  great  that  it  would 
require  a  good  glass  to  distinguish 
them.  Farther  down^  upon  a 
much  lower  level,  there  is  an  ob- 
ject frequently  repeated  in  sculp- 
ture along  the  roadside,  which  we 
were  at  a  loss  to  explain:  an  altar 
is  represented  in  a  niche,  upon 
which  is  set  a  mass  of  a  lumpish 
form,  sometimes  square  and  some- 
limes  curved  in  its  outline,  or  ris- 


ing in  other  instances  to  a  sharper 
or  obtuser  cone ;  in  one  iastsoee 
three  of  them  are  coupled  together 
in  one  niche.     It  might  possibly 
be  a  representation   of  the  god 
Terminus,  or  perhaps  one  of  the 
stones    which    were    objects   of 
worship  amongst  the  Arabs,  down 
to  the  time  of  the  coming  of  Ma- 
hommed.    The  number  of  these 
representations  on  the  face  of  the 
rock  is  very  considerable ;  in  some 
instances  there  are  many,  dmoet 
contiguous,  with  Greek   inscrip- 
tions on  them,  all  of  which  are 
too  much  de&ced  to  be  of  use  in 
explaining  their  object.     The  ra- 
vine, without  changing  much  iti 
general  direction,  presents  so  many 
elbows  and  windings  in  its  coarse, 
to  which  the  track,  of  necessity, 
conforms,  that  the  eye  can  sel- 
dom penetrate  forward  beyond  a 
few  paces,  and  is  oflen  pnssled  to 
distinguish  in  what   direction  the^ 
passage  will  open,  ao  completely 
does  it  appear  obstructed.    The 
exact  spot  was  not  pointed  out  to 
us,  but  it  is  somewhere  amidst 
these  natural  horrofrs,   that  up- 
wards  of  thirty  pilgrims    firom 
Barbery  were  murdered  last  year 
by  the  men  of  Wade  Mousa  on 
their  return  from  Mecca.     The 
wrapping  cloak  of  one  of  them 
was  afterwards  offered  to  us  for 
sale  at  Ipseyra,  and  one  of  their 
watches  at  Zaphoely.     Salvator 
Rosa  never  conceived  so  savage 
and  suitable  a  quarter  for  ban- 
ditti.   

«'  We  followed  this  sort  of  half 
subterranean  passage  for  the 
space  of  nearly  two  miles,  the 
sides  increasing  in  height  as  the 
path  continually  descended,  while 
the  tops  of  the  precipices  retaided 
their  former  level.  Whore  they 
are  at  the  highest,  a  beam  of 
stronger 
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Stronger  light  breaks  in  at  the 
close  of  the  dark  perspective,  and 
opens  to  view,  half  seen  at  first 
through  the  tall  narrow  opening, 
columns,  statues,  and  cornices j  of 
a  light  and  finished  taste,  as  if 
fresh  from  the  chisel,  without  the 
tints  or  weatlier  stains  of  age, 
and  executed  in  a  stone  of  a 
pale  rose  colour,  which  was 
warmed  at  the  moment  we  came 
in  sight  of  them  with  the  full  light 
of  the  morning  sun.  The  dark 
green  df  the  shrubs  that  grow  in 
this  perpetual  shade,  and  the  som- 
bre appearance  of  the  passage 
from  whence  we  were  about  to  is- 
sue, formed  a  fine  contrast  with  the 
glowing  colour  of  the  edifice. 
We  know  not  with  what  to  com- 
pare this  scene  ;  perhaps  there  is 
nothing  in  the  world  that  resem- 
bles it.  Only  a  portion  of  a  very 
extensive  architectural  elevation  is 
seen  at  first,  but  it  has*  been  so 
contrived  that  a  statue  with  ex- 
panded wings  perhaps  of  Victory, 
just  fills  the  centre  of  the  aperrare 
in  front,  which  being  closed  below 
by  the  sides  of  the  rock  folding 
over  each  other,  gives  to  the  fi- 
gure the  appearance  of  being  sus- 
pended in  the  air  at  a  consider- 
able height;  the  ruggedness  of 
the  clifis  below  setting  off  the 
sculpture  to  the  highest  advantage. 
The  rest  of  the  design  opened 
gradually  at  every  pace  as  we  ad- 
vanced, till  the  narrow  defile  which  • 
hsMl  continued  thus  far,  without 
any  increase  of  breadth,  spreads 
on  both  sides  into  an  open  area  of 
a  moderate  size,  whose  sides  are 
by  nature  inaccessible,  and  present 
the  same  awful  and  romantic  fea- 
tures as  the  avenues  which  lead 
to  it:  this  opening  gives  admis- 
sion to  a  great  body  of  light  from 
the  eastward.  The  position  is  one 
l8tS. 


of  the  most  beautifttl  that  could 
be  imagined  for  the  front  of  a  great 
temple,  the  richness  and  exquisite 
finish  of  whose  decorations  offer,  a 
most  remarkable  contrast  to  the 
savage  scenery  which  surrounds  it. 
«  It  is  of  a  very  lofty  propor- 
tion, the  elevation  comprising,  two 
stories.  The  taste  is  not  exactly 
to  be  commended,  but  many  of 
the  details  and  ornamenU,  and 
the  size  and  proportion  of  the. 
great  door-wsy  especially,  to 
which-  there  are  five  steps  of  as- 
cent from  the  portico,  are  very, 
noble.  No  part  is  built,  the  whole 
being  purely  a  work  of  excava- 
tion, and  its  minutest  embellish- 
ments, wherever  the  hand  of  man 
has  not  purposely  effaced  and  ob- 
literated them,  are  so  perfect,  that 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  any 
work  of  the  ancients,  excepting^ 
perhaps,  some  on  the  banks,  of  the 
Nile,  have  come  down  to  our 
time  so  little  injured  by  the  lapse 
of  ages.  There  is,  in  &ct,  scarce- 
ly a  building  of  forty  years  stand- 
ing in  England,  so  well  preserved 
in  the  greater  part  of  its  architec- 
tural decorations." 


18.  Remarks  on  th^  Country  cjt- 
tending  from  Cape  P almas  to  the 
River  Congo ^  including  Observa^ 
tiom  on  the  Manners  and  Customs 
of  the  Inhabitants^  S^c,  SfC.  By 
Captain  John  Adams.  London, 
1823. 

The  government  of  the  Fantees 
(on  whose  territory  Cape  Coast  is 
situated)  is  republican.  * '  A  num- 
ber of  old  men  called  Pinins,  at 
the  head  of  whom  is  Ammooni- 
cummy,  are  arbiters  in  common 
disputes. which  occur  between  the 
natives  of  Annamaboo,  or  between 
them  and'  Europeans;    but  dis- 

/  putes 
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ptttai  of  a  waom  MrioiM  iMtan^ 
mdi  M  may  aflbct  ibe  UbardM  or 
propertio  of  aion  of  woildi  and 
eomequeocty  are  gvoendly  nfiBr^ 
red  to  the  kwyan  of  the  Brafiio 
eoantiy,  whO|  like  their  brethren 
of  the  long  robe  in  civiliied  Eu- 
rope^ genmdly  contrive  to  strip 
both  ^untiff  end  defendant  of 
dieir  property.  -  •  - 

"  The  Pintna  of  Annamaboo 
are  well  ^eaaed  when  they 
can  UTidTe  in  a  palaver  an 
Bnropean;  for  they  espeet  a 
rich  banreat,  and  prompt  pay- 
ment  This  experiment  they  tried 
Ufon  ufl,  though,  fortunatelyy 
without  efiect.  Being  anidous 
not  to  beentirriy  dependent  on  the 
natives  for  a  supply  of  fish,  aome 
nets  were  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  vessel,  and  which  were  set 
every  evening,  and  examined  eve- 
ry morning,  to  receive  their  pro- 
duce. Taking  or  disturbmg  the 
net  of  a  fisher,  is  considered  a 
heinous  oftnce  by  the  Fantees, 
and,  when  detected,  is  punished 
by  a  heavy  fine  being  impoaed  on 
the  oflending  individuaL  A  num- 
ber of  nets  had  been  stden,  and 
as  ours  were  purchased  at  Cape 
Co&a  unknown  to  the  natives  of 
Annamaboo,  we  were  supposed  to 
be  the  guQty  persons.  Accord- 
inglyt  a  few  days  after  we  had 
commenced  using  them,  we  were 
surprised  by  a  visit  ^m  the  Pi- 
nins,  or  elders,  who  came  on  board 
in  foil  costume,  to  demand  repa- 
ration for  their  injured  country- 
man. Independently  of  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  theae  gentlemen, 
diey  have  in  their  dress  some  die* 
tingttishing  marks,  and,  like  Qua-^ 
ken,  always  wear  their  hats  wher- 
ever they  may  be,  and  which  have 
forms  peculiar  to  their  calling,  by 
which  they  are  as  readily  known 
in  the  villages  where  they  reside, 


se  by  thw  vigi 
in  Courts  of  Assise.  Tbeiehats 
are  made  of  straw,  have  bcosd 
brims,  perfectly  circular,  sad  da)- 
low  crowns,  with  tufts  of  dried 
grass  in  the  centre,  and  whick 
are  probaUy  used  to  cover  peri* 
cramums  as  natu^ly  scale  ani 
sagaeious  as  those  immenK,  pov- 
drnd,  hairy,  three-bobbed  vigi 
are,  that  seem  to  give  importmoe 
and  aj^iarent  wisdom  to  the  lo(p« 
cal  nobs  of  English  barristert. 

"The  Pinina,  with  much  gn- 
vity  in  their  countenanrm,  took 
their  aeats  in  the  cabin,  sod,  bei^g 
supplied  with  half  a  pint  esdi  of 
neat  brandy,  swallowed  it,  glan  A 
ter  glass,  in  quick  time,  sad  gtw 
incieascd  aest  to  this  their  frroorite 
beverage,  by  making  their  oHMidis 
recepucles  for  it,  instead  of  their 
stomachs,  where  the  bnundj  re- 
mained until  more  was  rctdy  to 
replace  it,  when  it  was  allowed^ 
naas  into  its  natnral  depoiitoiy. 
Having  performed  all  dae  homage 
to  their  fovourite  god  Baodua. 
Obeky,  the  sentw  ofthedgfatf 
opened  the  caae,  and  addze^ed 
me  as  follows : — ^  Yon  beoldnaa 
for  dis  country ;  you  sU  sane 
Ammoonionmmy  son ;  joa  all 
same  Fantee  man;  you  do  bai 
nobody ;  you  owe  one  leaf  tabae, 
you  pay ;  all  poor  canoemea  libe 
sell  you  fowl,  duck,  yam,  fiah  toa. 
You  no  want  fiah  now;  jro« 
catch  'em  all  same  black  man; 
you  hab  black  man  net  toOi 
Agar  man,  name  Quaooo,  laai 
net;  some  man  teef  bin;  we  no 
say  you  teef  him ;  you  bab  ^ 
ship,  Bfiai^  eaio  (white  aasn  badi) 
noknow  we  cuatmn.  Suppoaebe 
be  teef  iatAhernJanjiEk^^M 
he  no  be  teef  for  dis  wnter:  aop- 
pose  Uack  man  teef,  he  catch  pa- 
laver; Brnrny  teef  catch  palaver 
too.' 
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*'  In  ihit  ttrab  of  Fantee  do* 
qaenee,  Obeky  continued  hit  ba*- 
rangue  during  a  period  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes.  His  com- 
rades, otherwise  silent,  when  any 
thing  in  his  speech  pleased  them, 
called  out  '  Ampa^ampa  ! '  or  true, 
tme !  a  practice  they  adopt  when 
speechifying  in  large  assemblies 
on  shore,  and  which  may  be  con- 
sidered something  similar  to  the 
'hear,  hear!'  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament.  When  he 
had  concluded  his  speech,  I  called 
two  black  boys,  the  sons  of  gold- 
takers,  into  the  cabin,  who  in- 
formed the  Pinins  that  they  had 
seen  the  nets  purchased  by  me 
from  Quashy  Too,  at  Cape  Coast: 
on  receiving  this  information,  they 
were  evidently  disappointed,  and, 
instead  of  receiving  three  or  fbur 
ounces  of  gold,  besides  the  value 
of  the  nets,  which  they  had  calcu- 
lated on,  were  happy  to  obtain,  in 
the  way  of  compliment,  two  gal- 
lons of  brandy,  a  few  pipes,  and 
leaves  of  tobacco,  when  they  re- 
tired in  tolerable  good  humour, 
first  making  a  suitable  apology  for 
their  unjust  suspicion  and  intrn- 
sion." 

Captain  Adams  next  describes 
one  of  their  horrid  funeral  cere- 
monies, called  a  '*  Cmtom,** 

**  The  period  had  arrived,  when 
Taeky  Mensa,  a  wealthy  trader 
and  inhabitant  of  Annamaboo, 
had  to  make  custom  for  bis  an- 
cestors. Five  unfortunate  vic- 
tims were  to  be  immolated  to  the 
manes  of  the  deceased,  and  gun- 
powder, brandy,  cloth,  and  provi- 
sions, distributed  to  the  multitude. 
A  vast  number  of  persons  assem- 
bbd  at  Annamaboo,  firom  difibrent 
parts  of  the  republic  of  Fantee, 
to  assist  at,  and  give  importance 
to  Um  ceremony.  A  little  before 
di^-break  in  the' morning,  when 


^e  obsequies    for  tlie  deceased 
commenced,  voUies  of  muskets, 
die  noise  of  drums,   and  savage 
shouts,  were  heard  in  every  di- 
rection ;  and  about  eight  o'clock, 
a  large  concourse  of  persons,  of 
both  sexes  and  all  ages,  had  col- 
lected at  and  near  Tacky  Mensa's 
house,  to  whom  brandy  was  dis- 
tributed in  large  quantities.     Fir- 
ing, shouting,  and  drinking,  con- 
tinued till  mid-day,  when  the  five 
victims  were  brought  out  from  a 
hut  with  their  hands  bound,  and 
with  ligatures  made  of  the  bine  of 
a  creeping  plant  surrounding  their 
heads,  and  which  came  over  their 
eyes  and  noses,  and  by  introducing 
pieces  of  sticks,  and  twisting  them 
round,  making  what  sailors  call 
Spanish  windlasses,  the  bones  of 
their  noses  were  forced  in,  and 
their  eyes  sunk  deeper  in  their 
sockets.    One  of  these  unfortu- 
nate beings  was  a  very  old  Asshan-> 
tee  man ;  the  remaining  four  were 
natives  of  Chamba,  and  all  men, 
two  of  whom  were  middle-aged, 
one  very  old,  the  other  young. 
Before  they  were  led  to  execution, 
every  effort  was  ma^e  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans to,  purchase   them,    but 
without  effect.     The  poor  crea* 
tures,  in  this  stale  of  sufifering, 
were  paraded  through  the  town,* 
and  received  every  ignominy  that 
savage  cruelty  could  devise  or  in- 
flict, without  a  sigh  escaping  them, 
and  were  ultimately  taken  to  the 
beach,  under  the  very  walls  of  the 
fort,  where  they  were  butchered 
amidst  the  most  savage  and  dia- 
bolical shouts  of  the  multitude. 
Even  females  assisted  at  the  hor** 
rid  ceremony,  and  marked  them- 
selves   with    the    blood    of   the 
wretched  victims,  as  it  flowed  from 
their  headless  trunks ;  and,  horri • 
bk  to  relate,  libations  of  brandy 
were  poured  into,  and  drank  from 
1 2  human 
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buinan  skuUs,  which  a  few  minutes 
before  had  life  and  being.  Vollies 
of  musquetry  were  fired,  savage 
dances  performed,  and  intoxication 
was  carried  to  excess  during  three 
days  and  three  nights,  when  the 
custom-making  ceased.  Their 
customs,  or  obsequies  to  the  manes 
of  deceased  ancestors,  are  oAen 
carried,  to  such  excess  by  indivi- 
duals, as  to  leave  them  in  a  state  of 
extreme  poverty ;  but  all  men  of 
consequence  are  compelled,  at 
some  period  of  their  lives,  to  per- 
form this  savage  act  of  duty  to 
those  who  have  long  been  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  or  they  would 
be  degraded,  and  held  in  the  low- 
.  est  estimation  by  their  country- 
men; but  more  especially  by  their 
own  townsmen." 

And  also  at  Lagos.  «  The 
horrid  custom  of  impaling  alive  a 
young  female,  to  propitiate  the 
favour  of  the  goddess  presiding 
over  the  rainy  season,  that  she 
may  fill  the  horn  of  plentv,  is  prac- 
tised here  annually.  The  immo- 
lation of  this  victim  to  supersti- 
tious usage  takes  place  soon  after 
the  vernal  equinox;  and  along 
with  her  are  sacrificed  sheep  and 
ffoatSf  which,  together  with  yams, 
heads  of  maize,  and  plantains,  are 
hung  on  stakes  on  each  side  of 
her.  Females  destined  thus  to 
be  destroyed,  are  brought  up  for 
the  express  purpose  in  the  king's 
or  caboceer's  seraglio;  and  it  is 
said,  that  their  minds  have  previ- 
ously been  so  powerfully  wrought 
upon  by  the  fetiche  men,  that  they 
proceed  to  the  place  of  execution 
with  as  much  cheerfulness  as  those 
infatuated  Hindoo  women  who 
are  burnt  with  their  husbands. 
One  was  impaled  while  I  was  at 
Lagos,  but  of  course  I  did  not 
witness  the  ceremony.     I  passed 


by  where  the  lifeless  body  still  re- 
mained on  the  stake  a  few  days 
afterwards." 

The  population  of  the  town  of 
Lagos  may  amount  to  5000 ;  but 
there  are  two  or  three  populous 
villages  on  the  north  side  of  Cra- 
doo  lake,  over  which  the  caboceer 
of  Lagps  has  jurisdiction.  This 
chiefs  power  is  absolute,  and  his 
disposition  tyrannical  to  excess; 
his  name  is  Cootry. 

*<  When  I  first  paid  him  a  visit, 
(says  Captain  Adams,)  he  wss 
holding  a  levee,  and  dispensing 
favours  to  his  courtiers  with  his 
own  royal  hand,  which  consisted 
of  pieces  of  the  putrid  carcase  of 
a  cow.  Each  individual  crawled 
to  the^foot  of  the  throne,  upon  his 
hands  and  knees  (rubbing,  occa- 
sionally, his  forehead  in  the  dost,) 
to  receive  the  princely  gift,  and, 
with  well-bred  politeness,  and 
courtier  -  like  servility,  crawled 
back  again  to  his  seat,  his  posteriors 
first  advancing,  like  those  of  a 
bear's,  when  it  descends  a  tree. 
The  room,  however,  was  so  into- 
lerably hot,  and  the  stench  firom 
the  carrion  so  offensive,  that  I 
was  compelled  to  make  a  precipi- 
tate retreat,  or  forfeit  all  claim  to 
an  acquaintance  with  royalty,  by 
committing  a  breach  of  good  man- 
ners, which  a  violent  nausea  at  the 
stomach  warned  me  was  fiist  ap- 
proaching; so  that  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  at  this 
time  the  effect  of  King  Cootry's 
royal  munificence  to  his  courtiers, 
although  I  felt  the  full  force  of  it 
upon  myself. 

*'  The  entrance  leading  to  the 
audience  chamber  presented  a 
very  curious  spectacle.  It  was 
an  oblong  room  of  considerable 
length,  having  an  opening  alang 
the  centre  of  the  roof  to  admit 
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light  and  air.  Atit>ne  extremity, 
there  was  arranged  the  King's 
fetiche,  which  consisted  of  three 
elephant's  teeth  placed  in  a  re- 
clining posture  against  the  wall, 
with  the  convex  part  outwards, 
and  sprinkled  with  hiood.  On 
each  side  of  the  apartment,  there 
were  tumbled  together,  promiscu- 
ously, articles  of  trade,  and  cost- 
ly presents,  in  a  state  of  dilapida- 
tion ;  namely,  rolls  of  tobacco, 
boxes  of  pipes,  cases  of  gin,  an- 
kers of  brandy,  pieces  o£  cloth 
of  Indian  and  European  manu- 
facture, iron  bars,  earthenware; 
-a  beautiful  hand-organ,  the  bel- 
lows of  which  were  burst ;  two 
elegant  chairs  of  state,  having 
rich  crimson  damask  covers,  all 
in  tatters;  a  handsome  sedan 
chair,  without  a  bottom  ;  and  two 
expensive    sofas,    without    legs. 

•  These,  I  presume,  were  placed 
thus  conspicuously,  with  a  view 
to  impress  the  minds  of  those 
persons  who  were  permitted  to 
approach  the  royal  presence,  with 

.  ideas  of  the  wealth  and  grandeur 
of  his  sable  Majesty ;  and  politi- 

•  cally,  might  perhaps  be  consider- 
ed  as  something  similar  to  the 

•pageantry  with  which  it  is  thought 
necessary  to  surround  royalty  in 
civilised  countries,  and  which  have 
io  captivating  and  imposing  an 
effect  on  the  unthinking  and  vul- 
gar. 

"Cootry,  like  many  of  his 
royal  brethren  in  Africa,  is  a  re- 
ceiver of  stolen  goods;  for  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  share  what 
his  servants  purloin:  and  that 
servant  is  his   greatest  favourite 

•  who  can  rob  his  European  friends 
with  most  address. 

**  It  was  no  secret  to  the  master 
of  a  vessel,  that  his  storehouse 
was    clandestinely  entered,    and 


robbed  of  several  bags  of  com 
by  one  of  the  King's  domestics ; 
and  he  sent  a  message  to  the 
black  monarch,  that  if  he  caught 
the  thief  in  the  act,  he  would 
shoot  him,  whoever  he  might  be. 
The  opportunity  soon  occurred, 
and  the  man  was  shot  when  in  the 
act  of  taking  away  upon  his  head 
a  bag  of  com.  When  the  King 
was  informed  of  the  circumstance, 
his  only  remark  was,  that  the 
fellow  was  a  fool,  and  not  a  pro- 
per man  for  a  thief. 

*'  On  interrogating  Occondo, 
the  King*8  favourite  and  linguist, 
respecting  the  elephant's  teeth, 
and  why  they  were  Cootry's  fe- 
tiche, his  answer  was,  that  the  ele- 
phant being  more  sagacious  and 
stronger  than  any  other  animal, 
'he  represented  best  (metaphori- 
cally, of  course)  Cootry's  powct 
over  his  subjects.  If  the  blacfc 
monarch  had  been  acquainted 
with  heraldry,  it  would  be  a  rea- 
sonable inference  to  draw,  that 
his  fetiche  was  in  reality  his  coat 
of  arms ;  and  certainly  a  black 
African  king  and  an  elephant 
would  be  much  more  natural  and 
appropriate  than  St.  George  and 
a  dragon. 

"  The  policy  of  this  African 
despot,  in  ordering  the  devil  to 
pay  his  metropolis  an  occasional 
visit,  is  by  no  means  a  weak  stra- 
tagem, especially  when  we  hear 
of  learned  divines  and  holy  doc- 
tors being  called  on  in  civilized 
countries  to  subdue  the  dark 
spirit,  and  drive  him  out  of  some 
old  bedridden  hypochondriac  or 
impostor. 

"Cootry's  devil  is  no  atrial 
spirit,  for  he  is  a  devil  in  reality ; 
an  armed  man  licensed  to  commit 
murder.  His  avocation  is  to  run 
through  the  different  avenues  of 

the 
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die  town,  dis^ttiaed  in  a  muk, 
and  to  destroy  all  who  may 
chance  to  fall  in  his  way ;  hut  as 
notice  is  given  hy  the  Gong  Gong, 
or  hellman,  of  his  intended  noc* 
turnal  visit,  it  is  but  seldom  any 
person  loses  his  life.  Europeans 
receive  notice,  and  are  request- 
ed not  to  leave  their  houses  on 
the  evening  of  his  appearance,  as 
the  devil  in  Lagos  is  no  respecter 
of  persons.  The  fellow  who  per- 
forms the  part  comes  from  one  of 
the  villages  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  lake  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Lagos  are  certainly  much 
alarm^  at  his  visits,  and  inquire 
from  their  neighbours,  the  follow- 
ing morning,  in  whispers,  how 
they  fared  during  the  night. 

"  Besides  the  public  warning 
usually  given  on  such  occasions, 
the  devil  always  makes  his  ap- 
pearance at  full  moon ;  so  that  if 
the  King  should  be  out  raking,  he 
may  not  mistake  his  royal  master 
for  a  subject,  although  it  would 
be  a  favourable  opportunity  to  rid 
the  people  of  a  tyrant." 

Other  curious  African  circum- 
stances are  detailed  in  the  follow- 
ing: 

'*  Male  dogs  are  banished  to  the 
towns  opposite  to  Lagos;  for  if 
any  are  caught  there,  they  are 
immediately  strangled,  split,  and 
trimmed  like  sheep,  and  hung  up 
at  the  door  of  some  great  man, 
where  rows  of  the  putrid  car- 
cases of  their  canine  brethren  are 
ofken  to  be  seen.  They  are  fe- 
tiche, and  intended  to  counter- 
vail the  machinations  of  the  evil 
spirit. 

**  At  the  eastern  extremity  of 
the  town,  there  are  a  few  large 
trees,  which  are  covered  with  the 
heads  of  malefactors.  The  skulls 
•are  nailed  to  the  trunks  and  large 


Kiiibs,  and  present  a  irtry  aHpat- 
ling  spectacle. 

"  The  town  swarms  with  water 
rats  from  the  lake,  which  bunow 
in  the  ground,  and  are  so  andar 
cious  that  they  not  unfrequently 
make  their  appearance  under  tibe 
dinner^table  while  the  gnasts  ra- 
main  sitting  at  it. 

**  In  the  centre  of  the  market 
at  Grewhe,  there  is  a  large  tree, 
v^y  similar  to  the  mulberry,  ex- 
cept that  the  branches  grew  hon* 
aontal. 

**  This  tree  presents  a  meet  ex- 
traordinary spectacle ;  for  along 
its  branches,  thousands  of  bate, 
of  the  largest  species,  hang  ans- 
pended  by  theii  claws,  and  whk 
their  heads  downwards,  during 
the  day,  and  do  not  seem  to  be  at 
all  disturbed  by  the  noise  beoeadi 
them,  although  not  in  a  state  of 
somnolency.  I  shot  eeveral,  each 
of  which  measured,  between  the 
extremities  of  the  wings,  two 
feet;  the  form  of  their  head  bean 
a  strong  resemblance  to  tbi^  of  a 
horse,  but  having  the  eyes,  teeth, 
and  whiskers  of  an  immense  rat. 

*'  One  of  the  singular  euatOBSs 
of  the  people  of  Grewhe«  as  well 
as  those  of  Popo,  is  the  admissiiNi 
of  females  into  the  order  of  prieai- 
hood;  a  custom  which  haa  not 
been  noticed  by  Governor  Dalnel 
in  his  History  of  Dahomy.  An 
account  of  the  ceremony  practised 
on  this  occasion  may  be  amusing 
to  the  reader. 

*'A  young  female,  generally 
the  daughter  of  a  Fetiche  Man 
or  priest,  is  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose, who  undergoes  a  probatkm- 
ary  penance  diat  oentinuea  six 
monUis,  previous  to  her  admiasian 
into  holy  orders.  Duiii^  this 
period,  she  is  initiated  by  the 
priesu  into  all  the  m>«tenea  and 
chicaneiy 
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^hicMiery  of  tlie  religion  of  their 
Ibrefathers,  which  consisted  in  the 
wonhip  of  the  black  and  white 
•nake,  and  in  the  mttmmery  of 
If^iving  sanctity  to  bones,  rags,  &c. 

**  When  she  appears  in  public 
daring  the  period  of  her  proba^ 
tioD,  her  manner  is  grave  and 
solemn ;  her  skin  is  painted  with 
a  kind  of  white  clay;  rows  of 
ahells,  of  various  forms  and  sizes, 
are  hung  upon  her  neck,  arms, 
and  ancles ;  and  her  loins  are  girt 
with  long  grass,  which  reaches  to 
her  kneesb  A  dwelling  is  pro- 
vided for  her,  in  which  she  eats 
aad  sleeps  alone,  and  into  which 
none  are  admitted  but  fetiche  men 
and  women.  At  the  expiration 
of  the  six  months  a  large  as- 
semblage of  men,  women,  and 
children,  aiMM>mpanied  by  the 
various  orders  of  priesthood,  and 
the  musicians  belonging  to  the 
town,  takes  place  on  an  open 
apace  of  ground,  to  assist  at,  and 
aJao  to  witness,  the  last  grand 
ceremony. 

**Soon  after  assembling,  the 
women  form  a  circle  by  joining 
hands,  among  whom  are  the  com- 
panions of  the  noviciate's  youth> 
and  also  her  relations,  who  com- 
mence dancing  circularly,  revers- 
ing the  movements  alternately, 
after  making  one  complete  circle. 
The  dancing  is  accompanied  by 
the  most  barbarous  and  horrid  din 
imaginable,  caused  by  the  musi- 
cians beating  on  drums,  tom-toms, 
gongs,  and  blowing  horns  manu- 
factured out  of  elephants'  teeth 
and  reeds ;  to  which  are  added  the 
most  strange  and  uncouth  gri- 
maces and  contortions  of  the  faces 
aad  bodies  of  the  priests,  so  that 
a  spectator  might  easily  imagine 
Ibem  to  be  a  number  of  maniacs, 
who  had  been  turned  loose  to  give 


eAct  to  the  ceremony :  aad  weie 
it  not  for  the  presence  of  the  littk 
children,  who  look  on,  with  fear 
and  astonishment  depicted  in 
their  countenances,  would  be  no 
bad  representation  of  Pandemo- 
nium. 

"The  noviciate,  soon  after 
dancing  commences,  is  brought 
out,  by  apparent  force,  from  a 
little  but  which  had  concealed  her 
from  the  specUto^s,  and  placed 
in  the  centre  of  the  circle  formed 
by  the  dancing  females,  from 
whom  she  endeavours  to  escape 
to  the  hut  whence  she  had  been 
brought,  and  this  she  is  allowed 
to  accomplish.  This  ceremony  is 
repeated  three  times ;  an  incanta* 
tion  is  then  delivered  by  the  chief 
priest,  and  the  farce  ends. 

"  One  of  the  conditions  by 
which  a  female  is  admitted  into 
the  order  of  priesthood,  is  that  of 
leading  a  life  of  celibacy,  and  re- 
nouncing the  pleasures  of  the 
world :  and  but  few  are  admitted 
to  enter  it  at  all."  -  -  - 

We  may  append  to  this  general 
picture  the  portrait  of  a  rich  sa- 
vage of  Ardrah : 

"The  government  is  republi* 
can,  although  some  of  the  leading 
men  exercise  over  the  common 
people  a  kind  of  influence  derived 
from  hereditary  right,  and  seem  to 
divide  the  power  of  governing 
them  with  others  who  have  ac- 
quired considerable  wealth  by 
their  commercial  dealings. 

"  These  men,  when  they  appear 
in  public,  either  on  visits  of  cere* 
roony,or  for  recreation,  are  always 
attended  by  one  or  two  hundred 
domestic  slaves  and  retainers,  who 
are  armed  with  clubs,  cutlasses 
and  other  weapons. 

'*  The  most  wealthy  man  in  the 
town  is  Tammata,  but  who  is  bel- 
ter 
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ter  known:  by  his  Enropean  name 
Monsieur  Pierre.  He  is  a  native 
of  Housa,  and  was  originally  a 
slave  and  taken  to  France  by  the 
master  of  a  French  vessel,  when 
very  young.  Being  a  sharp  boy, 
he  was  sent  to  school,  where  he 
was  taught  reading,  writing,  and 
accounts  ;  and  his  services  to  his 
master,  during  his  trading  voy- 
ages to  Africa,  were  afterwards 
so  beneficial,  that  he  gave  him  his 
freedom,  and  assisted  him  to  com- 
mence business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, by  granting  him  credit  to 
a  considerable  amount.  Speak- 
ing the  Housa,  Eyeo,  and  French 
languages,  his  business  (that  of  a 
slave  merchant)  became  very  ex- 
tensive ;  and  he  soon  outstripped 
his  competitors  in  wealth  and 
influence :  as  these  increased, 
his  dwelling  was  enlarged,  the 
number  of  his  wives  and  domes- 
tics augmented,  and  his  wholQ  es- 
tablishment assumed  something 
of  a  royal  form.  His  house  con- 
tains upwards  of  thirty  apart- 
ments, and  his  seraglio  nearly  as 
many  wives ;  and  the  whole  is 
surrounded  by  a  high  mud  wall, 
which  encloses  an  area  of  about 
ten  statute  acres.  His  furniture  is 
a  mixture  of  French  and  African  ; 
for,  although  he  is  ostentatious  in 
the  display  of  his  European  finery, 
his  taste  is  pure  African.  He 
dresses  as  an  European  ;  and  his 
dejeitnis  and  dinh  are  quite  ^  la 
mode  de  Frau^ais,  of  which  a  num- 
ber of  French  officers  are  con- 
stant partakers.  Monsieur  Pierre 
sitting  at  the  head,  and  perform- 
ing the  honours  of  the  table.  At 
his  back  are  arranged  a  number 
of  his  youngest  wives,  who  wait 
upon  him  exclusively,  and  place 
before  him  those  dishes  adapted 


to  his  taste;  which  ocmiiit  of 
vegetables,  fish,  and  animal  fiMid, 
highly  seasoned,  well  buttered  with 
palm  oil,  and  wherein  potash  is 
mixed  in  lieu  of  salt,  and  which 
seasoning  is  very  commonly 
used  as  a  substitute  for  salt  by 
the  natives  of  Ardrah,  Housa,  and 
Eyeo.  His  wives  tasted  each  dish 
in  his  presence,  and  before  it  was 
placed  on  the  table ;  a  precaution 
he  is  in  the  constant  habit  of  hav- 
ing performed  by  them,  in  order 
to  deter  them  from  mixing  any 
thing  in  his  food  of  a  deleterioiu 
quality.  Silver  forks  are  ^poi- 
dages  of  his  table  ;  and  I  was  often 
amused  at  the  dexterity  he  dis- 
played in  their  use,  although  he 
sometimes  forgot  himself  and 
thrust  his  black  paw  into  the  dish, 
instead  of  the  fork,  which  discon- 
certed him  for  the  moment,  9$  it 
generally  excited  among  his  Eu- 
ropean guests  a  hearty  laugh  at 
his  expense,  which  he  by  no  means 
relished.  Had  one  of  his  wivtt 
or  domestics  relaxed  a  muscle  of 
their  face  on  such  an  occasion,  their 
liberty  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  forfeited  for  the  oflfenoe. 
He  is  a  man  of  naturally  quick 
parts,  but  combined  with  a  savage 
disposition,  which  neither  educa- 
tion, nor  a  constant  intercourse 
with  Europeans,  has  at  all  amelio- 
rated ;  and  the  acquisition  of  con- 
siderable property  has  operated 
upon  him  in  the  same  manner  as 
we  ofien  perceive  it  does  on  the 
low  and  vulgar  in  civilized  coan« 
tries,  by  rendering  them  arrc^ant, 
despotic  and  overbearing,  and 
who,  if  they  had  the  same  power 
as  this  African  savage,  would  pro* 
bably  sacrifice,  with  as  little  re- 
morse, the  liberties,  and  even  the 
Uves  of  human  beings,  vrfio  might 
becoms 
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•become  objects  of  their  suspicion 
or  resentment. 

f'  Monsieur  Pierre  is  naturally 
avaricious;  the  increase  of  his 
wealth  therefore  created  an  in- 
creased desire  to  secure  it.  He 
caused  a  considerable  excavation 
to  be  made  under  one  of  the  in- 
terior apartments  of  his  dwelling, 
by  a  number  of  his  domestic 
slaves,  by  whom,  and  bis  confi- 
dential females,  the  secret  only 
was  known ;  and  to  secure  the 
secret  stiU  further,  he  had  the 
poor  fellows  who  made  the  exca- 
vation put  into  sacks,  and  convey- 
ed to  the  sea-side  by  a  number  of 
Fantee  canoe  men,  who  afterwards 
took  them  on  board  of  a  French 
ship,  then  on  the  point  of  sailing 
for  the  West  Indies. 

'*  He  gave  (a  little  before  I  went 
to  Ardrah)  a  proof  of  the  ferocity 
of  his  disposition,  by  ordering  the 
keeper*  of  his  slaves  to  be  behead- 
ed for  having  allowed  two  of  them 
to  escape ;  and  the  headless  trunk 
of  his  body,  I  saw  tied  up  id  a 
mat,  and  lying  exposed  in  a  hole, 
from  which  clay  had  been  taken, 
and  very  near  the  gate  which  led 
to  his  dwelling.  Among  his  Eu- 
ropean acquirements,  that  of  blow- 
ing the  French  horn  was  bis  fa- 
vourite, as  he  generally  gave  a  few 
flourishes  upon  it  every  evening, 
especially  when  any  traders  be- 
longing to  Hio  had  arrived 
from  that  kingdom,  before  whom 
he  wan  very  proud  of  exhibiting 
his  skill.  He  is  an  excellent 
player  at  billiards,  and  has  a  large 
billiard-table  placed  in  a  room 
built  expressly  for  thepurpose,  the 
walls  of  which  are  mud  lined  with 
split  bamboo,  over  which  a  fine 
paper  is  ingeniously  placed ;  and 
against  it  there  hangs  several  por- 


traits of  the  various  members  of 
the  Bourbon  £eunily.  Elegant 
sofas  and  chairs  complete  the  fur- 
niture of  the  apartment." 

*' Human  sacrifices  are  not  so 
frequent  here  as  in  some  parts  of 
Africa;  yet  besides  those  immola- 
ted on  the  death  of  great  men, 
three  or  four  are  annually  sacri- 
ficed at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  as 
votive  offerings  to  the  sea,  to 
direct  vessels  to  bend  their  course 
to  this  horrid  climate. 

"  It  is  expected  that  every  ves- 
sel, on  her  arrival,  will  fire  a  salute 
the  instant  the  anchor  is  let  go,  as 
a  compliment  to  the  black  mo* 
narch,  who  soon,  afterwards  makes 
his  appearance  in  a  large  canoe, 
at  which  time  all  those  natives 
who  happen  to  be  alongside  of 
the  vessel  are  compelled  to  pro* 
ceed  in  their  canoes  to  a  respect^ 
ful  distance,  and  make  way  for  his 
Majesty's  barge.  Afler  a  few 
compliments  to  the  captain,  he 
usuidly  enquires  after  brother 
George  (meaning  the  king  of 
England),  and  hopes  he  and  his 
fomily  are  well.  He  is  not  pleased 
unless  he  is  regaled  with  the  best 
the  ship  affi>rds ;  and,  on  return- 
ing to  his  canoe,  expects  to  find  a 
little  store  of  sugar,  tea,  butter, 
white  biscuit,  and  wine.  Presents 
of  greater  value  and  bulk  are 
sent  to  him  in  the  ship's  boat. 
His  p<lwer  is  absolute ;  and  the 
surrounding  country,  to  a  consi- 
derable distance,  is  subject  to  his 
dominion.  His  war  canoes  are 
capable  of  carrying  one  hundred 
and  forty  persons  each,  and  have 
often  a  gun  of  large  calibre 
mounted  on  the  bow.  He  has 
destroyed  the  town  of  New  Cala- 
bar twice,  and  boasts  of  having 
eaten  part  of  the  heart  of  its  king. 

His 
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Hh  Jew  Jew,  or  fetich  hoaae,  it 
omemeDted  withioweoftheakuUt 
of  captives  taken  in  battle.  -  •  - 

"  The  iffvana  ia  the  Boimiaiia' 
ietiche,or  Jew  Jew  ;  and  these  rep- 
tiles may  be  seen  crawling  about 
the  town,  where  they  are  caressed 
and  fed  by  the  natives;  and  he, 
into  whose  house  one  of  them 
entersi  thinks  himself  most  for- 
tunate. One  day,  when  thirty  or 
fiMTty  canoes  surrounded  the  ves- 
sel, an  iguana  was  discovered  near 
the  middle  of  the  river,  proceed- 
ing to  Peter's  side,  which  is  op- 
posite to  Bonny,  when  ail  the 
canoes  immediately  pushed  off; 
and  great  was  die  contention 
among  them,  as  to  who  should 
reach  the  reptile  first,  and  ferry  it 
to  the  spot,  to  which  it  seemed 
to  be  bending  its  course.  When 
they  returned,  I  joked  with  them, 
and  stated  my  belief  that  their 
hurry  proceeded  not  so  much 
with  a  view  to  help  the  iguana 
quickly  over  the  river,  as  to  pre- 
vent the  Calabar  Jew  Jew  (the 
shark)  from  catching  it :  but  they 
said  the  shark  dare  not  touch  it. 
Had  there  not,  however,  been  at 
the  time  a  strong  tide  running 
when  the  sharks  usually  remain 
at  the  bottom,  the  Calabar  deity 
would  have  swallowed  at  a  month- 
fill  the  Bonnians'  object  of  ado- 
ration. The  sharks  in  this  river 
are  enormously  large,  and  so 
numerous  that  scarcely  any  living 
thing  that  falls  overboard  escapes 
them,  however  promptly  assistance 
may  be  rendered :  and  I  have  wit-* 
aessed  some  distressing  scenes 
caused  by  them.  This  voracious 
fish  is,  as  I  have  before  remarked, 
dM  Calabarians'  Jew  Jew ;  and  a 
great  number  of  them  frequent 
the  credi  befiofre  the  town,  where 
lhe|r  are  regularly  fed.    A  crimi- 


nal is  eompelM  to  swim  Cffsr  tkt 
creek,  which  is  a  species  of  orded; 
and  a  more  certain  means  of  de- 
stroying him  could  scereeiy  be 
devised,  yet  giving  him  someUiiDg 
like  a  chance  for  his  life,  for  not 
one  in  twenty  esei^ :  those  who 
do  are  pronounced  innocent.  -  -  - 

**  Human  sacrifices  are  comoMNk 
When  a  chief  dies,  many  of  bit 
wives  are  destroyed,  and  intemd 
with  him.  -  -  - 

"  Some  of  the  traders  have  be- 
come  extremely  opulent  in  oome- 
qoence  of  the  great  extent  to 
which  the  trade  in  slaves  hssbeea 
carried  on  by  them,  and  art  in 
possession  of  Boropean  srtidei 
to  a  considerable  amount,  espe- 
cially unwrottght  iron  and  copper. 
There  is  so  large  a  mass  cf  tbe 
former  accumubted  m  King  Pep- 
ple*s  house,  that  it  is  suppved, 
by  its  continually  incresstng 
quantity,  to  be  buried  as  many 
feet  under  the  ground  u  above  it ; 
viz.  six  or  eight  feet. 

^  A  trader  here,  named  John 
Africa,  and  vrho  has  been  severd 
voyages  to  England,  is  endowed 
with  an  extraoi^nary  memory.  1 
have  known  him  to  have  open 
running  accounts  with  fourleen  or 
fifteen  vessels  at  die  same  dme, 
wherein  the  debit  sides  exhibitsd 
long  lists  of  variods  articles  rttmf* 
ed  by  him  at  difierent  periods  on 
credit;  yet  he  could  tell  to  s 
bunch  of  beads  the  exact  stste  of 
each  -account  when  he  csae  to 
setde  it,  although  he  could  neitber 
read  nor  write.  He  pess^eee  s 
natural  talent  for  irony,  whicb  tbe 
following  anecdote  frill  •*W|r 

'*  A  consideraUe  pert  of  tbe 
town  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on 
which  occasion  many  of  tbe 
traders  lost  much  F^p^^'fff 
of  whom  was  John  Africa.  Th» 
esptaini 
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oipferiw  af  ilM  TeMds  dMi  in  At 
mer  went  on  shore  to  condole  With 
them  OD  their  loss,  and  to  offinr 
them  such  assistance  as  they  had 
the  power  of  granting.  On  landr 
ing,  they  found  the  principd  men 
assembled  together,  and  joined 
them.  Soon  afterwards,  John 
Africa  commenced  an  harangue, 
and  suted  the  great  loss  he  with 
others  had  sustained  by  the  fire, 
and,  directing  his  discourse  to  one 
of  ihe  captains  in  particular,  said, 
'  Me  tank  you  too  much  :  you  be 

1>roper  man  for  dis  country.  Me 
ose  all  ting,  no  more  two  pun- 
cheon brandy  me  get  you  ship. 
Him  no  burn ;  fire  no  make  him 
burn*  Bonny  man  tank  yon 
enough.  You  brandy  won't  bum ; 
too  much  water  Iitc  dere :'  mean- 
ing that  there  was  more  water 
than  brandy  in  the  puncheons. 
These  satirical  remarks  were  de- 
livered by  him  in  so  dry  and  sar- 
castic a  manner,  and  with  so  much 
gravity  of  counlenance,  that  the 
brandy-and-water  captain  became 
the  laughing-stock  of  the  com- 

ry,  and  was  so  mortified,  that 
made  a  precipitate  retreat, 
vowing  vengeance  against  the 
black  cynic  for  holding  him  up  to 
ridicule. 

*'  We  anchored  at  this  place 
early  in  October;  when  the  rains 
bad  just  commenced,  and  on  land- 
ing we  were  not  a  little  surprised 
ai^  amused  at  the  grotesque 
figures  whidh  many  of  the  natives 
made,  who  had  on  their  heads 
large  wigs,  made  apparently  of 
the  bristles  of  pigs,  not  a  hair  of 
which  had  a  curve  in  it,  and  at  the 
SKtremity  of  each  stood  a  dew- 
drop,  for  it  was  a  mixzling  rain, 
with  now  aad  then  a  dash  of  sun- 
shine* At  diis  time  die  wigs 
mmie  a  veiy  brilliant  appearance ; 


iliey  were  of  all  coloafBi  althougk 
rod  and  white  were  the  predonn- 
nant  ones,  which,  contrasted  with 
the    black    visages    and    naked 
bodies  of  the  wearers,  gave  them 
a   most    ludicrous    appearance; 
they  had  been  purposely  made  and 
carried  to  Majumba  on  specula- 
tions, by  a  Captain  Higgin,  of 
London,  an  eccentric  character. 
"  During  the  months  of  Janu-* 
ary  and    February,  there    occiff 
here  what  the  natives  call  smokes, 
from  the  atmosphere  being  ren- 
dered so  extremely  thick  that  ob- 
jects cannot  be  seen  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  hundred  yards,  except 
when  the  sun  is  near  the  meridian, 
when  it  clears  away  a  little.  These 
smokes    are    accompanied    by  a 
moderate  north-east  wind,  which 
frequently  continues  six  weeks, 
and  produces  on  plants  the  same 
effect  as  the  harmattan,  by  wither- 
ing their  leaves ;  and  precisely  as 
the  blast,  or  north  wind,  does  on 
the  cotton  plant  and  the  other 
vegetable  productions  of  Guyana. 
Tl^  thermometer  generally  sinks 
ten  degrees,  and  the  natives  feel 
the  change  so  sensibly,  that  diej 
wrap  their  bodies  up  in  cloth  very 
closely,  and  have  fires  constantly 
in  their  houses.    Their  skin  has 
at  this  time  a  white  scurf  upon  it, 
and  this  season  is  extremely  ob- 
noxious so  them.     The  rigging  of 
a  vessel  acquires  hardness,    and 
rattles  as  if  it  were  firosen,  from 
the   peculiar   astcingency  which 
the    air  at  this  time    seems  to 


<«The  harmattan  wind  blows 
generally  once  or  twice  during  the 
mondis  of  January  and  February : 
it  sometimes  lasts  a  fortnight,  but 
more  frequently  only  three  or 
fimr  days.  From  Cape  de  Verd 
to  Cape  Pahnas,  the  diredaoit 

from 
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from  which  this  wind  blows  is 
nordi-east;  but  from  the  latter 
place  to  Beoin,  e.n.s.  by  compass. 

**  In  one  of  my  passages  be- 
tween the  Cape  de  Verd  islands 
and  the  continent  of  Africa,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  harmat- 
tan  commenced,  which  continued 
four  days.  The  atmosphere, 
during  this  period,  was  so  hazy 
that  we  could  not  discern  any  ob- 
ject fifty  yards  from  the  vessel,  in 
any  direction.  But  this  hace  is 
not  like  that  which  accompanies 
the  easterly  wind  of  Europe,  but 
is  more  intense ;  for  it  is  occasion- 
ed by  an  impalpable  powder  float- 
ing in  the  atmosphere,  which,  in 
this  instance,  adhered  to  those 
parts  of  the  sails  of  the  vessel 
that  received  the  greatest  impulse 
from  the  wind,  and  gave  them  the 
same  colour  and  appearance  as  if 
they  had  been  immersed  in  a  tan- 
pit.  The  powder,  when  collected, 
had  an  earthy  smell,  and  its 
colour  very  much  resembled 
clay." 

This  powder  is  thought  to  be 
raised  by  the  violent  whirlwinds 
from  the  north,  which  traverse  the 
great  Saharra. 

'*  Soon  after  an  earthquake,  or 
staqvakCf  dk9Lt  occurred  atCaben- 
da,  and  which  extended  to  some 
distance  to  the  southward  and 
northward  of  that  port,  a  flight  of 
locusts  took  place,  that  continued 
three  days  and  three  nights,  so 
that  the  sea  was  literally  covered 
with  their  drowned  carcases ;  and 
the  ships'  decks,  masts,  yards,  and 
rigging  swarmed  with  them  to 
sueh  excess,  as  to  require  the  con- 
stant attention  of  the  crews  to 
sweep  them  overboard.  The 
earthquake,  which  had  preceded 
their  flight  only  a  few  hours, 
drove  in  upon  the  shore  from  the 


-westward'  several  tremendouk 
seas,  so  as  to  cause  some  of  the 
vessels  when  in  the  trough  of 
them  to  strike  the  ground  in  fire 
and  a  half  fathoms  water.  Many 
of  the  natives,  both  here  and  at 
Malemba,  were  drowned  upon 
the  beach,  in  consequence  of  it 
being  so  very  narrow,  and  the 
clifls  which  bound  it  so  extremely 
precipitous,  that  they  could  not 
escape  the  overwhelming  waves 
which  came  suddenly  upon  them. 
To  this  calamity  was  aidded  the 
destruction  of  many  canoes,  by 
this  sudden  inundation  of  the  sea ; 
and  the  locusts  destroyed  every 
blade  of  grass,  and  all  the  vege- 
table productions  of  the  soil,  for 
many  miles  round. 

**  An  extraordinary  flight  of 
small  butterflies,  or  modis,  with 
spotted  wings,  took  place  at  An- 
namaboo.  After  a  tornado,  the 
wind  veered  to  the  northward, 
and  blew  fresh  from  the  land  with 
thick  mist,  which  brought  off 
from  the  shore  so  many  of  these 
insects,  that  for  one  hour  the  at- 
mosphere was  so  filled  with  them, 
as  to  represent  a  snow  storm  driv- 
ing past  the  vessel  at  a  rapid  rate, 
which  was  lying  at  anchor  about 
two  miles  from  the  shore." 


1 9 .  Journal  of  a  Ten  Months*  Re- 
sidence in  New  Zealand.  By 
•Richard  A.'  Cruise,  Esq.  Cap- 
tain in  the  84th  Regiment  of 
Foot.     London,  ISftS. 

Captain  Cruise  has  detailed 
many  curious  facts  with  which  we 
were  previously  unacquainted, 
and  added  an  entertaining  page 
to  the  histoiy  of  these  cannibal 
tribes,  who  possess  so  fine  a 
country,  and  whose  habits  partake 
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of  all  that  18  terrible  aad  hideoaa 
in  the  existence  of  man. 

The  Dromedary y  after  carrying 
put  a  cargo  of  convicts  to  Botany 
Bay,  sailed  to  New  Zealand,  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  lading  of 
apars  of  the  kaikaterre,  or  of  the 
preferable  cowry  or  cowdy  tree ; 
represented  as  being  admirably, 
adapted  to  supply  the  wants  of 
our  navy«  and  to  grow  in  abund- 
ance in  these  parts.  They  made 
a  safe  passage,  and  reached,  in 
about  ten  days,  tlie  Bay  of  Islands, 
Here,  (says  Captain  C.)— 

*'  Before  the  ship  was  brought 
to,  she  was  surrounded  with  ca- 
noes, full  of  the  friends  and  rela- 
tions of  the  chiefs  we  had   on 
board.      To  salute  them,  as  well 
4s  to  exhibit  the  riches  they  had 
acquired  by   their  visit  to  Port 
Jackson,    our    New    Zealanders 
began  firing  their  musquets  with- 
out intermission,  and,  indeed,  so 
prodigal  were  they  of  their  pow- 
der, that  one  might  presume  little 
of  it   would  remain    after  their 
landing  for  the  destructive  pur- 
poses for  which  they  had  gone  so 
far  to  procure  it.      When  their 
fathers,  brothers,  &c.    were  ad- 
mitted into  the  ship,   the  scene 
exceeded  description;    the  mus- 
quets were  all  laid  aside,  and  every 
appearance  of  joy  vanished.     It 
is  customary  with  these  extraor- 
dinary people  to  go  through  the 
same  ceremony  upon  meeting  as 
upon  taking  leave  of  their  friends. 
They  join   their   noses  together, 
and  remain  in  this  position  for  at 
least  half  an  hour  ;  during  which 
time  they  sob  and  howl   in  the 
most  doleful  manner.     If  there 
be  many  friends  gathered  .around 
the  person  who  has  returned,  the 
nearest  relation  takes  possession 
of  his  note,  while  the  others  hang 


upon  his  arms,  shoulders,  and 
legs,  and  keep  perfect  time. with, 
the  chief  mourner  (if  he  may  be 
so  called)  in  the  various  expres- 
sions of  his  lamentations.  This 
ended,  they  resume  their  wonted 
cheerfulness,  and  enter  into  a  de- 
tail of  all  that  has  happened  dur- 
ing their  separation." 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  our 
countrymen,  a  warlike  expedition 
of  the  natives  returned  from  an 
incursion  upon  a  distant  tribe, 
and  muc^  of  their  character  is 
exposed  on  the  occasion. 

"  The  fleet  was  composed  of 
about  fifty  canoes,  many  of  them 
seventy  or  eighty  feet  long,  and 
few  less  than  sixty.  Their  prows, 
sides,  and  stern-posts  were  hand- 
somely carved,  and  ornamented 
with  a  profusion  of  feathers  ;  and 
they  generally  carried  two  sails 
made  of  straw  matting.  They< 
were  filled  with  warriors,  who 
stood  up  and  shouted  as  they 
passed  our  boat,  and  held  up. 
several  human  heads  as  trophies 
of  their  success. 

*'  The  barter  of  powder  and 
musquets,  carried  on  by  the  wha- 
lers, had  already  distributed  some, 
hundred  stand  of  arms  among  the. 
inhabitants  of  this  bay ;  and,  as 
the  natives  of  the  river  Thames, 
were    unprovided    with     similar 
weapons,  they  made  little  opposi- 
tion to  their  more  powerful  inva- 
ders, who,  in  tlie  present  instance, 
told    us    they   had    killed    200, 
while  they  returned  with  the  loss 
of  only  four  men. 

<*  Before  we  met  the  canoes  we 
had  pretty  well  learned  the  result 
of  the  expedition  from  Tooi,  who, 
notwithstanding  his  long  residence 
in  England,  and  his  having  re- 
turned to  New  Zealand  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  one.  of  the  r 
missionaries, 
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nistiooftTieSy  still  terupuloiitly 
adhered  to  the  hartyarQus  preju- 
dices of  his  country,  and  gave  a 
striking  proof  of  the  difBcidty  of 
eradicating  the  habits  of  saTage 
hSe  in  a  person  of  mature  age. 

**  His  conversation  during 
break&st  was  a  continued  boast 
of  the  atrocities  h^  had  committed 
during  an  excursion  which  he 
and  Krokro  had  made  two  months 
before,  to  the  river  Thames ;  and 
he  dwelt  with  marked  pleasure 
upon  an  instance  of  his  general- 
ship, when  having  forced  a  smaU 
party  of  his  enemies  into  a  narrow 

glacC)  whence  there  was  no  egress, 
e  was  enabled  successively  to 
shoot  two«and-twenty  of  them, 
without  their  having  the  power 
of  making  the  slightest  resistancer 
To  qualify  this  story,  he  remark-^ 
ed,  that  though  all  the  dead  bo- 
dies were  devoured  by  his  tribe, 
'  neither  he  nor  his  brother  ate 
human  flesh,  nor  did  they  fight 
OD  Sundays*'  When  asked  why 
he  did  not  try  to  -tnm  the  minds 
of  his  people  to  agriculture,  he 
said  it  was  impossible ;  *  that  if 
you  told  a  New  Zealander  to  work 
he  fell  asleep ;  but  if  you  spoke 
of  fighting,  he  opened  his  eyes  as 
wide  as  a  tea-cup ;  that  the  whole 
bent  of  his  mind  was  war,  and 
that  he  looked  upon  fighting  as 
fua.'  -  -  - 

*^  The  beach  was  covered  with 
natives,  waiting  the  return  of  the 
expedition;  and,  as  the  canoes 
i^proached,  they  waded  out  to 
meet  them,  and  assisted  in  haul- 
ing them  on  shore  and  in  landing 
the  prisoners  and  the  baggage. 

'*  The  warriors  were  in  their 
fall  dress,  their  hair  tied  up  in  a 
bonch  on  their  heads,  and  orna- 
mented with  white  feathers,  and 
their  fitces  and  bodies  besmeared 


with  o3  and  red  odire.  They 
recounted  to  the  groups  that 
surrounded  them,  the  difierait 
events  of  their  excursion^  with 
much  gesture  and  energy ;  whOe 
the  captives  sat  patiently  upon 
the  beach,  awaiting  the  lot  whidi 
was  to  consign  them  to  their  re- 
spective masters.  They  consisted 
of  men,  women,  and  children; 
some  of  the  latter  not  two  years 
old  ;  and  forlorn  as  their  situation 
was,  they  seemed  to  have  paid  as 
much  attention  to  the  ornamenting 
of  their  persons,  as  those  who 
were  placed  in  more  fortunate  cir- 
cumstances. 

"  Among  the  women  there  was 
one  who  excited  particular  inte- 
rest :  she  was  young  and  hand- 
some ;  and  though  the  other  pri- 
soners occasionally  talked  among 
themselves,  she  sat  silent  and 
alone,  and  appeared  lost  in  afflic- 
tion. We  learned  that  her  father, 
who  had  been  a  chief  of  some 
consequence  at  the  river  Thames, 
was  killed  by  the  man  whose 
prisoner  she  now  was ;  and  we 
observed  him  sitting  at  no  great 
distance  from  her  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day.  He  war 
the  brother  of  Towi,  the  principal 
person  at  Rangehoo,  and  was  a 
singularly  fine-looking  youdi. 
The  extraordinary  scenes  that  we 
witnessed  detained  us  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Tippoona  until  even- 
ing ;  and,  as  we  were  preparing 
to  return  to  the  ship,  we  were 
drawn  to  that  part  of  the  beach 
where  the  prisoners  were,  by  the 
most  dolenil  cries  and  lamenta- 
tions. Here  was  the  interesting 
young  slave  in  a  situation  that 
ought  to  have  softened  the  heart 
of  the  most  unfeeling. 

"  The  man  who  had  slain  her 
ftther,  havkg  cut  off  his  bead 

and 
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and  pittenred  it  by  a  process  pe- 
caliar  to  these  islanders,  took  it 
out  of  a  basket  where  it  had  hi- 
therto been  concealed,  and  threw 
it  into  the  lap  of  the  unhappy 
daughter.  At  once  she  seized  it 
with  a  degree  of  frensy  not  to  be 
described,  pressed  its  inanimate 
nose  to  her  own,  and  held  it  in 
this  position  until  her  tears  ran 
over  every  part  of  it.  She  then 
laid  it  down,  and  with  a  bit  of 
sharp  shell  disfigured  her  person 
in  so  shocking  a  manner,  that  in  a 
few  minutes  not  a  vestige  of  her 
former  beauty  remained.  She 
first  began  by  cuttings  her  arms, 
then  her  breasts,  and  latterly  her 
face.  Every  incision  was  so  deep 
as  to  cause  a  gush  of  blood;  but 
she  seemed  quite  insensible  to 
pain,  and  performed  the  operation 
with  heroic  resolution. 

"  He  whose  cruelty  had  caused 
this  frightful  exhibition,  was  evi- 
dently amused  at  the  horror  with 
which  we  viewed  it ;  and,  laying 
hold  of  the  head  by  the  hair, 
which  was  long  and  black,  offered 
to  sell  it  to  us  for  an  axe,  turned 
it  in  various  ways  to  show  it  off 
to  the  best  advantage,  and,  when 
no  purchaser  was  to  be  found,  re« 
placed  it  in  the  basket  from  whence 
he  had  taken  it.  The  features 
were  as  perfect  as  when  in  life, 
and  though  the  daughter  was 
quite  grown  up,  the  head  of  her 
father  appeared  to  be  that  of  a 
youthful  and  handsome  man." 

This  touching  example  of  filial 
piety,  we  learn,  afterwards  — 
married  her  fitther's  murderer. 
But  what  are  we  to  expect  from 
these  ruthless  savages?  What 
follows  will  tell. 


**  We  were  visited  by  many  of 
the  neighbouring  chiefs,  and, 
among  others,  by  Perehico,  the 
man  to  whom  we  had  brought  the 
news  of  the  death  of  his  child  at 
Port  Jackson,  and,  as  he  had  lost 
the  use  of  his  limbs,  he  was  hoist- 
ed up  in  the  chair.  A  fine  little 
child,  the  son  of  a  British  sailor 
by  a  native  woman  *,  was  observ- 
ed in  a  canoe  alongside,  and  its 
mother  consented,  after  some  he* 
siution,  to  permit  it  to  come  on 
board.  She  seemed  very  fond  of 
it,  and  was  quite  uneasy  during 
its  absence  from  her.  It  was 
nearly  naked,  but  as  fair  as  if  it 
had  been  bom  in  England ;  and 
it  naturally  excited  so  much  in- 
terest in  the  ship,  that  it  was  re- 
turned to  its  parent  with  a  very 
comfortable  supply  of  clothing 
and  several  days'  provisions. 
One  of  the  men  who  had  been 
employed  in  cutting  food  for  the 
bollocks,  reported  that,  curiosity 
having  led  him  to  lift  up  a  mat 
which  he  saw  spread  upon  the 
ground  near  King  George's  vil- 
Mge,  he  discovered  underneath  it 
the  body  of  a  recently  murdered 
ehild,  with  the  entrails  taken  out» 
as  if  preparatory  to  its  being  de- 
voured. The  story  was  so  shock* 
ing,  and  almost  incredible,  parti<« 
cularly  as  the  New  Zealanders  are 
very  fond  of  their  children,  that 
np  belief  was  attadied  to  it,  until 
it  was  corroborated  by  the  testi- 
mony of  some  of  the  other  men 
who  were  with  him.  -  -  - 

''  One  of  the  ofifioers  of  the 
ship  having  visited  the  missiona^ 
ries'  settlement  at  Tippoona,  waf 
presented  with  a  human  bone» 
curiously  carved.      The   person 


*  Captain  C.  was  induced  to  believe  that  liie  geneiaiity  of  this  olass  were  eaten, 
which  acooanted  for  so  few  bong  seen. 

who 
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who  gave  it  to  him,  assured  him 
that  he  had  purchased  it  from  a 
chief  of  Wangarooa,  who  had  set  a 
high  value  upon  it,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  its  being  the  rib  of 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  Boyd.  -  -  - 
*'  During  the  stay  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Dromedary  at  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  two  cookees,  be- 
longing to  a  chief  of  the  Rangehoo 
tribe,  were  killed  for  some  alleged 
crime.  The  body  of  one  was 
thrown  into  the  sea,  while  that  of 
the  other,  after  having  lain  buried 
one  day,  was  taken  up  and  de- 
voured. 

"  The  gentlemen  happening  to 
pass  through  the  village  of  Range- 
hoo at  the  time  of  this  cannibal 
feast,  observed  the  natives  parti- 
cularly active  in  throwing  their 
mats  over  some  object  round 
which  they  were  sitting,  when 
they  saw  the  strangers  approach. 
The  gentlemen,  of  course,  conti- 
*  nued  their  walk  without  appearing 
to  notice  what  they  had  seen  ;  but 
a  sailor  belonging  to  the  Cathe- 
rine, who  followed  at  some  dis- 
tance, and  in  whom  the  natives 
probably  thought  that  the  horrible 
spectacle  would  excite  less  dis- 
gust than  in  their  superiors,  was 
not  only  an  eye-witness  of  their 
eating  the  body,  but  was  invited 
to  partake  of  the  repast." 

But  the  climax  of  this  disgust- 
ing practice  is  yet  to  come. 

'*  Though  well  aware  (Captain 
C.  assures  us)  of  our  abhorrence 
of  ciannibalism,  they  never  denied 
it  to  be  one  of  their  customs ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  too  often  ex- 
pressed their  predilection  for  hu- 
man flesh.  The  limbs  only  of  a 
man  Are  eatable,  while,  with  the 
exception  of  the  head,  the  whole 
body  of  a  female  or  a  child  is  con- 
sidered delicious. 


**  Besides  the  crew  of  the  Boyd« 
other  Europeans  have  from  time 
to  time  fallen  victims  to  their  fe- 
rocity: but  they  describe  the 
flesh  of  a  white  man  as  tough  and 
unpalatable  when  compared  to 
that  of  their  own  countrymen, 
and  they  attribute  its  inferiority 
to  our  universal  practice  of  using 
salt  with  our  food. 

"  It  is  from  superstitious  mo- 
tives that  they  devour  their  ene- 
mies when  slain  in  battle  :  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  conclude 
that  anthropophagy  m  practised 
on  other  occasions.       ^ 

"  Instances  occurred  during 
our  residence  among  them,  and 
under  the  eyes  of  Europeans,  of 
female  slaves  having  been  mur- 
dered for  crimes  too  trifling  to 
justify  such  severity ;  and  as  their 
bodies  were  immediately  cut  up, 
washed,  and  removed  to  a  place 
where  they  could  be  eaten  with- 
out interruption,  and  as  the  in- 
tended feast  was  publicly  men- 
tioned by  the  natives  themselves, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  the  horrid 
propensity  was  gratified." 

"  -  -  -  To  the  inexpressible 
astonishment  of  the  islanders, 
two  whales  that  came  into  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  were  attacked  by 
the  boats  of  the  whale  ships,  and 
killed.  After  the  blubber  had 
been  cut  off,  the  carcase  doated 
on  shore. 

<<  The  flesh  of  the  whale  being 
considered  by  these  people  a  first- 
rate  delicacy,  they  gathered  from 
every  corner  of  the  bay  to  feed 
upon  it.  Innumerable  quarrels 
took  place  upon  the  back  of  the 
fish,  and  even  the  native  girls, 
who  lived  as  servants  to  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  were  fed  as  well  as 
their  masters,  either  abandoned 
their  employment  to  take  their 
station 
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station  at  the  carcase  of  the.whale» 
or  insisted  that  some  of  it  should 
be  purchased  for  their  consump- 
tion." 

Yet  **  The  New  Zealand  wo- 
men are  as  fair  as  those  of  the 
southern  parts  of  Europe,  well- 
made,  and,  in  general,  handsome. 
Before  matrimony,  concubinage  is 
scarcely  considered  a  crime,  nor 
is  it  an  iropcidiment  to  the  high- 
est connexion ;  after  it,  they  are . 
faithful  and  afiectionate  wives, 
and  very  fond  of  their  children. 
They  bear^with  the  greatest  pa- 
tience the  violent  conduct  of  their 
husbands,  who,  considering  wo- 
men as  beings  infinitely  inferior 
to  themselves,  often  treat  them 
with  great  brutality.*' 

'  Odber  points  of  their  character 
are  thus  described : 

'*  It  would  be  difficult  to  define 
what  their  religion  is.  They 
have  innumerable  superstitions, 
but  no  idolatry.  They  believe 
that  the  chiefs  when  they  die  go . 
to  a  very  happy  place,  but  that 
the  Cookee  has  no  further  exist- 
ence beyond  this  world.  They 
address  prayers  to  the  sun,  to  the 
moon,  to  the  stars,  and  even  to 
the  winds,  when  their  canoes  are 
becalmed  or  in  a  storm;  but  their 
prayers  emanate  from  casual  cir- 
cumstances^  not  from  any  regular 
form  or  time  of  adoration.  They 
believe  in  a  Supreme  Being,  de- 
signated the  Atua,  or  something 
incomprehensible ;  the  autlior  of 
good  and  evil ;  the  divinity  who 
protects  them  in  danger,  or  de- 
stroys  them  by  disease.  A  man 
who  has  arrived  at  a  .certain  stage 
of  an  incurable  iUness,  is  under 
the  influence  of  the  Atua ;  who 
has  taken  possession  oC  him,  and 
who,  in  tlie  shape  of  a  lizard,  is 
devouring    his    intestines ; .  after 
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which  no  human  assistance  or 
comfort  can  be  given  to  the  suf- 
ferer, and  he  is  carried  out  of  the 
village,  and  left  to  die.  He  who 
has  had  his  hair  cut  is  in  the  im- 
mediate charge  of  the  Atua';  he 
is  removed  from  the  contact  and 
society  of  his  family  and  his 
tribe ;  be  dare  not  touch  his  food 
himself;  it  is  put  into  his  mouth 
by  another  person;  nor  can  he 
for  some  days  resume  his  accus- 
tomed occupations,  or  associate 
with  his  fellow-men.  An  elderly 
female,  or  kind  of  priestess,  of 
the  tribe  of  any  warrior,  who  is 
going  to  fight,  abstains  from  food  • 
for  two  days ;  and  on  the  third, 
when  purified  and  influenced  by 
the  Atua,  after  various  ceremonies, 
pronounces  an  incantation  for  the 
success  and  safety  of  him  whom . 
she  is  about  to  send  forth  to  bat- 
tle. But  the  attributes  of  the 
Atua  are  so  vague,  and  his 
power  and  protection  so  undefin- ' 
ed,  and  there  is  moreover  such  a 
want  of  unanimity  among  the 
people  themselves  in  many  things 
relating  to  him,  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  discover  any  thing 
like  system  in  their  theology. 

"  Their  general  food  is  the 
koomera,  or  sweet  potatoe;  the 
root  of  the  fern,  roasted  and 
pounded;  the  indigenoifs  taro, 
which  is  very  sweet ;  the  common 
potatoe  ;  the  cabbage  plant ;  and  - 
fish,  which  they  take  in  great 
abundance.  They  dry  their  fish 
in  the  sun  without  salt,  and  it 
continues  good  for  many  months. 
They  use  an  immense  quantity  of 
cockles ;  and  though  they  some- 
times eat  pork,  it  is  only  on  great 
occasions  :  they  generally  reserve 
it  to  barter  with  the  Europeans. 
The  pigs  run  wild  in  the  woods, 
and  are  caught  with  much  difUcul- 
K  ty 
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ty  and  with  theasMiUuioe  of  dog*, 
which  thonselves  are  MHDetimea 
eaten,  and  are  considered  a  great 
delicacy.  Dogs  and  rats  pre  the 
only  native  quadrupeds  of  the 
island;  the  former  are  like  our 
fox  in  shape,  hut  variable  in  the 
colour;  and  the  latter  are  so 
ranch  smaller  than  the  European 
rat,  that  a  chief  expressed  a  wish 
for  an  importation  of  some  from 
England  to  improve  the  breed, 
and  thereby  give  him  a  more 
bountiful  meal.  The  taro  plant, 
which  has  been  imported  from 
Otaheite,  is  cultivated  by  a  few 
natives  vn^  much  success. — Their 
appetites  are  immense;  and  all 
their  food  is  cooked  in  one  and 
the  same  manner,  namely,  in  hot 
stones  covered  over  wiUi  leaves 
and  earth,  so  as  to  forma  kind  of 
oven  ;  and,  certainly,  their  vege- 
tables and  cockles  are  particularly 
good  when  dressed  in  this  way. 
They  were  very  fond  of  our  bis« 
cuit ;  and  dioagh  it  was  literally 
so  liill  of  vermin  that  none  of  us 
coaU  eat  it,  the  tribes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  ship  very 
eagerly  bartered  for  it  their  pota- 
toes and  the  other  esculent  plants 
introduced  into  the  island  by 
Captain  Cook.  Redcless,  how- 
ever, of  the  future,  they  had  soon 
disposed  of  their  little  stock,  and 
they  afterwards  lived  in  compara- 
tive misery." 

**  The  belief  in  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  dead  is  universal' 
among  the  New  Zealanders :  they 
fancy  they  hear  their  deceased 
relatives  speaking  to  them,  when 
the  wind  is  high ;  whenever  they 
pass  the  place  where  a  man  has 
been  nwrdered,  it  is  customary 
for.  each  person  to  throw  a  stone 
upon-  it;  and  the  same  practice 
is  observed  by  all  those  who  visit 


a  csvem  ai  die  Hbsdi  C«f% 
tWough  whkk  the  9fkkBmi  de^ 
parted  men  are  supposed  to  pass 
on  their  way  to  a  future  world. 

**  In  alluding  to  their  supersti- 
tions, it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to 
observe,  that  they  ascribe  tlie 
most  fatal  consequences  to  the 
act  of  eating  in  their  houses. 

"  A  daughter  of  King  George 
being  very  ill,  food  was  occasion- 
ally carried  to  her  from  the  ship ; 
and  her  parents  were  urged  o» 
no  account  to  permit  her  to  ex* 
pose  herself  to  the  opoi  air  ;  but 
the  injunction  could  not  be  com- 
plied with ;  and  in  the  most  in- 
clement weadier  she  was  obliged 
to  abandon  her  hut  whenever  she 
had  occasion  to  eat. 

**  Consequences  no  less  cala- 
mitous are  supposed  to  await  tboee 
who  enter  a  house  where  any  ar- 
ticle of  animal  food  is  suspended 
over  their  heads.  A  dead  pi^ 
geon,  or  a  piece  of  pork  hung 
from  the  roof,  was  a  better  pio» 
tection  irom  molestation  dma  a 
sentinel;  and  latterly  diis  prac- 
tice has  been  followed  by  otnr 
people  who  lived  on  shore,  with 
great  success,  whenever  ^ley 
wished  to  be  free  from  the  inmH 
sion  of  the  natives." 

'*  The  custom  of  preserring 
heads  is  universal  among  these 
islanders.  They  bring  them  bedL 
from  tibeir  wars»  in  die  first  in- 
stance, as  a  trophy ;  and,  in  the 
event  of  peace,  to  restore  them  to 
the  party  from  whom  they  had 
taken  them:  an  iuterchange  of 
heads  being  a  common  article  in 
their  treaties  of  reconciliation. 
They  now  barter  them  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans to  a  trtde." 

Our  grumblers  might  widi  to 
suggest  this  kind  of  cevemony, 
itl^Md  of  the  gift  of  diamoiid 
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MiiifF*bo«8  to  ptcificating  am- 
baaittdonl^  In  one  inttance,  a« 
iavadio^  tribe»  headed  bj  one 
Poro»  brought  to  another  chief, 
Teperee,  hie  brother's  head,  which 
had  been  kept  hj  Poro  since  he 
•lew  him  in  battle :  it  was  restor- 
ed to  his  father  and  fiunily,  to  show 
that  Poro  did  not  come  hostilely. 

^  In  visiting  the  missionary 
settlement  at  Tippoona,  we  learn- 
ed that  a  very  shocking  murder 
had  been  committed  there  daring 
our  absence  at  Shukehanga.  A 
female  slave  belonging  to  one  of 
the  chiefs,  whom  he  had  ill-treat- 
ed, was  said,  in  the  bitterness  of 
her  heart,  to  have  cursed  him,  a 
crime  in  that  race  never  forgiven ; 
and,  as  sho.  was  standing  on  the 
beach  opposite  to  the  settlers'' 
houses^  he  walked  up  to  her,  and 
with  one  blow  of  his  mear^e  (or 
elub)  laid  her  dead  at  his  feet. 
There  is  a  pool  of  fresh  water 
close  to  the  house  of  Mr.  King,  a 
missionary,  to  which  the  body 
was  immediately  carried.  The 
entrails  were  taken  out,  it  was 
divided  into  quarters,  and  washed 
perfectly  clean.  The  chief  then 
threw  it  into  a  canoe^  and*,  with 
scNBC  of  his  tribe,  crossed  over  to 
a  neighbouring  island  to  devour 
it*  This  horrid  act  was  perpe- 
trated id  the  presence  of  some  of 
the  missionaries." 

The  Shttkebaoga  here  alluded 
to,  had  not  been  before  visited 
by  Europeans.  A  priest  of  this 
part  of  the  country  affords  a  to- 
lerable sample  of  the  native  ch»- 
racter. 

"  The  day  after  we  anriviBd, 
one  of  the  natives  whom  we  had 
brought  round  from  the  Bay  of 
Islands  announced  his  intention 
of  leaving  us.  This  man  called 
himself  the  priest  and  the  pilot  of 


Shakdumga,  and  Was  supposed 
by  his  tribe  to  have  power  over 
the  wmds  and  the  waves  7  an  in- 
fluence which.  When  he  was  ask-* 
ed  to  exert  during  the  late  gale, 
he  declined,  by  saying,  that  *  he 
could  not  do  so  in  die  I>ro«e<- 
dary ;  but  that  if  he  were  in  his 
own  canoe,  at  his  word  the  storm 
would  instantly  abate.' 

*'  During  his  stay  in  the  ship 
there  certainly  was  nothing  of  a 
very  sacred  character  abont  him  ; 
he  was  by  far  the  wildest  of  hit 
companions;  and,  unfortunately, 
on  the  morning  fixed  for  his  de- 
parture, a  soldier  having  missed 
his  jacket,  there  was  so  great  4 
suspicion  of  the  pilot's  honesty, 
that  the  sentinel  at  the  gangway 
took  the  liberty  of  lifting  up  his 
mat,  as  he  prepared  to  go  down 
the  side,  and  discovered  the  stolen 
property  under  it.  The  jacket 
was  of  course  taken  from  him ; 
and  as  the  only  excuse  he  had  to 
offer  for  his  misconduct  was,  that 
he  had  lost  a  shirt  that  had  been 
given  to  him,  and  that  he  consi- 
dered himself  authorised  togetre^ 
muneration  in  any  way  he  could, 
he  was  diamissed  wiriiout  those 
presents  which  were  given  to  the 
others.** 

One  of  the  chiefs  adopted  a 
novel  fashion  of  measuring  the 
ship. 

**  He  was  in  his  war  eaitoe, 
paddled  by  thhrty  me«l,  and  at- 
tended by  another  canoe,  carrying 
nearly  the  same  number  of  his 
tribe.  He  alone  came  up  the 
side ;  and,  after  gUtftiig  tfbout  fot 
some  time,  procd^d  to  meisate 
the  ship  from  stem  to  stern. 
This  he  effected  by  prostrating 
himself  upon  the  deck,  and  mark- 
ing upon  it  the  distance  between 
his  feet  ihid  the  extreme  ends  of 
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his  hands,  which  he  extended  as 
far  beyond  his  head  as  he  could, 
counting  at  the  same  time  the 
number  of  prostrations  he  had 
made.  When  he  had  got  the 
length,  he  ascertained  in  the 
same  way  the  breadth  of  the  vessel, 
and  announced  it  from  the  poop 
to  his  astonished  followers,  who 
sat  in  their  canoes,  and  patiently 
waited  the  return  of  their  chief." 

Tattooing,  our  author  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  perform- 
ed on  a  young  native :  the  opera- 
tion is  styled  the  ainoco,*  and  is 
thus  described : 

*'  He  lay  upon  his  back,  with 
his  head  resting  upon  the  knees 
of  the  operator,  who  sat  upon  the 
ground,  and  for  whose  guidance 
the  intended  form  of  the  amoco 
had  been  previously  traced  in 
black  lines  upon  the  patient's  face. 
The  point  of  the  tattooing  chisel 
was  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
wide :  it  was  made  of  the  wing- 
bone  of  an  albatross,  and  fastened 
in  a  transverse  wooden  handle. 
Before  each  incision  the  instru- 
ment was  dipped  in  a  calabash  of 
charcoal  and  water,  and  then  laid 
on  the  part,  and  lightly  struck 
with  a  bit  of  stick  not  larger  than 
a  common  pencil.  As  die  lines 
of  the  amoco  became  more  con- 
tracted, a  narrower  instrument 
was  used.  Though  the  blood 
gushed  out  at  every  puncture,  the 
patient  bore  the  operation  with 
perfect  composure ;  and  whatever 
the  pain  might  have  been  at  the 
time,  the  inflammation  that  fol- 
lowed and  continued  for  many 
days  was  quite  frightful." 

"  The  New  Zealanders  exhibit 


as  much  variety  in  features  as  tlie 
Europeans ;  there  is  little  nation- 
al character  in  their  coantenanoes, 
which,  before  diey  come  to  the 
age  for  being  tattooed,  may  be 
called  regular  and  pleasing;  at 
least,  several  of  them  whom  we 
saw  before  they  had  undergone 
that  operation  were  very  hand- 
some. The  lines  of  the  tattooing 
vary  in  the  different  tribes ;  and, 
when  an  individual  attains  his 
twentieth  year,  he  is  considered 
unmanly,  if  he  has  not  endured 
part  of  this  painful  process.  He 
bears  it  with  surprising  fortitude ; 
and  it  is  renewed  occasionally,  as 
the  lines  become  fiunter  by  time, 
to  the  latest  period  of  Ins  life. 
Jetoro,  who  returned  to  New 
Zealand  in  the  Dromedary,  was 
re-tattooed  soon  after  his  arrival ; 
and  when  Wheety,  who  was  half 
Anglicised  by  a  long  residence 
amongst  us,  was  told  that  he 
ought  not  to  adopt  this  frightfiil 
custom  of  his  countrymen,  he 
said,  '  if  he  did  not,  he  should  be 
despised,  and  perhaps  taken  for  a 
woman.'  The  inflammation  that 
follows  the  tattooing  is  so  very 
great  that  it  is  on  all  occasions 
gradually  performed  ;  —  many 
months,  and  sometimes  years, 
elapse  before  the  face  is  complete- 
ly finished ;  and  though  the  pro- 
cess disfigures  the  natives  in  Uieir 
youth,  it  completely  conceals  the 
ravages  of  age." 

When  the  Dromedary  struck 
on  a  rock,  a  native  described  the 
ship  as  "  hfing  downy  and  very 
sick  ;"  and  the  murderer  George, 
"when  passing  by  the  wreck  of 
the  Boyd  with  some  of  the  officers 


•  "  Some  peculiarity  in  the  figure  of  the  amoco  distinguishes  the  membeis  of 
every  tribe;  and  a  gentleman  of  the  Dromedary,  who  had  a  coat  of  arms  eDgit%«d 
upon  his  sealj  was  often  asked  if  it  was  the  amoco  of  his  tribe." 

of 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[149] 


of  the  Dromedary,  pointed  at' it, 
and  remarked  to  diem  in  his 
broken  English,  *  That's  my  ship  ;' 
*  she  is  very  sorry  ;*  *  she  is  cry- 
ing;' but  in  no  instance  did  he 
express  any  compunction  for  the 
horrible  crime  of  which  he  had 
been  guilty." 

That  such  savages,  from  the 
chiefs  to  the  lowest  of  the  tribe, 
surrendered  their  women  to  the 
sailors    indiscriminately,    is    not 
surprising.      We  can  only  allude 
to  one  rather  pathetic  instance  of 
the  consequences  of  this  practice. 
A  soldier,  in  a  drunken  quarrel, 
mortally  wounded  a  seaman  nam- 
ed Aldridge.     A  native  girl,  the 
daughter  of  a  chief,  had  lived  for 
tome    months  with   the  former  ; 
''  and  it  appearing  prudent  to  re- 
move her  from  the  ship,  she  com- 
pKed  with  the  order  for  her  de- 
parture   with    much    reluctance. 
From    the   time  the  unfortunate 
man  had  been  put  in  confinement 
till  the  present  moment,  she  had 
scarcely  left  his  side  or  ceased  to 
cry;  and  having  been   told  that 
he  must  inevitably  be  hanged,  she 
purchased  some  flax  from  the  na- 
tives alongside,    and,  making  a 
rope  of  it,  declared  that  if  such 
should  be  his  fate,  she  would  put 
a  similar  termination  to  her  own 
existence ;  nor  is  there  the  slight- 
est doubt  that,  in  conformity  to 
the  customs  of  her  country,  she 
would  have  executed  her  inten- 
tion. 

*'  Though  turned  out  of  the 
ship,  she  remained  alongside  in  a 
canoe  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and 
no  remonstrances  or  presents  could 
induce  her  to  go  away.  When 
the  Dromedary  went  to  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  she  followed  us  over- 
land, and  again  taking  up  her 
station  near  that  part  of  the  ves- 


sel in  which  she  supposed  her  pro- 
tector was  imprisoned,  she  re- 
mained there  even  in  the  most 
desperate  weather,  and  resumed 
her  daily  lamentation  for  his  anti* 
cfpated  fate  until  we  finally  sailed 
from  New  Zealand." 


20.  Account  of  an  Expedition  from 
Pittslmrgh  to  the  Rocky  MouH' 
tains f  performed  in  the  years  1819, 
1820.  By  Order  of  the  Hon. 
J.  C.  Calhoun^  Secretary  of  War^ 
4"c.  under  the  Command  of  Major 
S.  H.  Long.  By  Edwin  James, 
Botanist  and  Geologist  to  the 
Party.     London,  1823. 

The  Expediticm,  consisting  of 
Major  Long,  of  the  Engineers ; 
Major  Biddle,  literary  Journalist : 
Dr.  Baldwin,  Botanist  (who  died 
soon  after  setting  out)  ;  Mr.  Say, 
Zoologist ;  Jessup,  Geologist ; 
Peale,  assistant  Naturalist;  Sey- 
mour, Painter;  Lieutenant  Graham 
and  Cadet  Smith,  the  Author,  &c., 
with  a  boat's  crew  and  military 
force,  on  board  a  steam-boat,  sailed 
from  Pittsburgh  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1819. 

"In  the  afternoon  (they  were 
between  Franklin  and  Fort  Osage, 
the  extremity  of  the  settlements) 
they  halted  to  rest  at  the  cabin  of 
a  hunter  on  Fire  Prairie  Creek, 
so  called  from  the  circumstance  of 
three  or  four  Indians  having  been 
burned  to  death  by  the  sudden 
conflagration  of  the  dry  grass  in 
the  meadows  at  its  source.  Here 
Mr.  Say  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  a  young  black  wolf, 
which  was  confined  by  a  chain  at 
the  door  of  the  hut.  These  ani- 
mals are  common  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  This  individual  was 
one  of  five  that  had   been  taken 
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from  the  aame  den.  It  had  be- 
come fanfiiliar  with  the  buoter  and 
his  faroiiy,  but  was  shy  towards 
strangers.  Whei>  fed  on  raeat, 
tha  ferocity  of  liis  disposition  ma- 
nifested itself  in  BtteraptB  to  bite 
the  children.  It  was  ordinarily 
fed  on  bread  and  milk. 

<*  This  man  had  been  settled 
here  two  years,  but  had  not '  made 
a  crop,''  having  subsisted  himself 
and  his  family  by  hunting,  wherein 
he  had  been  very  successful.  In 
the  preceding  autumn  he  had 
killed  seventy  deer  and  fifly  bears. 
He  took  great  pleasure  in  relating 
his  hunting  adventures,  particu- 
larly his  engagements  with  bears. 
One  bear  which  he  had  killed, 
he  said,  weighed  seven  hundred 
pounds;  but  in  this  instance  he 
was  probably  mistaken.  He  had 
seen  in  the  winter  of  1818,  a  large 
herd  of  bisons  near  the  Grand 
Pass ;  but  they  had  been  driven 
down  by  the  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  were  not  ordinarily  to 
be  found  within  the  limits  of  his 
hunting  excursions.  During  the 
severe  wintry  weather,  he  affirmed 
that  bears  make  for  themselves  a 
shelter  of  brushwood,  into  which 
they  creep  to  secure  themselves 
from  the  cold. 

**  From  May  until  July  the  fe- 
male of  the  common  deer  conceals 
her  young  whilst  she  goes  to  feed. 
It  is  at  this  time  that  the  hunters 
take  advantage  of  the  maternal 
feelings  of  the  animal  to  seovre 
their  prey.  They  conceal  them- 
selves and  imitate  the  cry  of  the 
&wn.  The  solicitude  of  the  pa- 
rent animal  for  her  young  over- 
comes her  usual  care  for  her  own 
safety ;  and  believing  she  hears 
the  cries  of  her  ofispring  in  dis- 
tress, she  hurries  toward  the  spot 


where  the  hunter  lies  eano«ale4, 
and  fells  an  easy  prey." 

From  Fort  Osage»  August  6, 
a  party  under  Mr.  Say  was  dc»- 
patch^d  to  explore  the  country 
towards  the  Konzas  river,  and 
between  that  river  and  the  PlaCte, 
while  the  steam-boat  soon  after 
pursued  its  upward  course  in  the 
Missouri.  A  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  Indians,  including  chiefe  and 
warriors  and  thirteen  Osages,  came 
to  hold  a  council  with  the  Ameri- 
cans. Here  they  were  threatened 
by  their  encroaching  neighbourii, 
but  no  immediate  consequence 
ensued.  On  the  return  of  Mr» 
Say*s  party,  he  gave  an  account  of 
his  journey  to  Uie  Konsa  village. 

"  <  The  approach  to  the  viUage 
is  over  a  fine  level  prairie  of  con- 
siderable extent;  passing  wbkh^ 
you  ascend  an  abrupt  bank  of  the 
height  often  feet  to  a  second  levd, 
on  which  the  village  is  situate  in 
the  distance,  within  about  one* 
fourth  of  a  mile  of  the  river,  h 
consists  of  about  a  hundred  i>M 
twenty  lodges,  placed  as  closely 
together  as  convenient,  and  desti- 
tute of  any  regularity  of  arrsage- 
ment.  The  ground  area  of  eaoh 
lodge  is  circular,  and  is  excavated 
to  the  depth  of  from  one  to  three 
feet,  and  the  general  form  of  die 
exterior  may  be  denominated  he* 
mispheric.  •  -  -  A  bole  is  per* 
mitted  to  remain  in  the  middle  ef 
thereof,  to  give  exit  to  the  smoke. 
-  -  -  Several  medicine  or  mystic 
bags  are  carefully  attached  to  the 
mats  of  the  wall;  these  are  cylin- 
drical, and  neatly  bound  up  ;  se- 
veral reeds  are  usually  fdaced 
upon  them,  and  a  human  scalp 
serves  fer  their  fringe  and  tassels. 
Of  their  omtenu  we  knew  ne^ 
thing.  -  -  • 
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** '  Onr'C^lftmra-taiHnUQigfty  or  the 
Fool  Chief,  u  tke  hereditary  prin^ 
eipal  chief;  but  he  postesMs  no* 
4aDg  Hke  moDftrchical  attthority, 
maintaining  his  distinction  only  by 
hts  bravery  and  good  conduct. 
There  axt  ten  or  twelve  inferior 
chifeftaiBS,  or  persons  who  aspire 
to  such  dignity ;  but  these  do  not 
appear  to  command  ai^  great  re- 
spect from  the  people.  Civil  as 
well  as  military  distinction  arises 
from  bravery  or  generosity.  Con- 
troversies are  decided  amongst 
themselves;  they  do  not  app^ 
to  their  i:hief,  exceptang  lor  coun- 
seL  They  will  not  marry  any  of 
their  kindred,  however  remote* 
The  females*  before  marriagei 
labour  in  the  fields,  and  serve  their 
parents,  carry  wood  and  water, 
and  attadd  to  the  culinary  duties ; 
when  the  eldest  daughter  marries, 
she  commands  the  lodge,  the  men 
ther,  and  all  the  sisters ;  the  latter 
ai«  to  be  also  the  wives  of  the 
same  individual. 

** '  After  the  death  of  the  hus- 
band the  widow  sacrifices  herself, 
rubs  her  person  with  day,  and 
becOToes  negligent  of  her  dress, 
until  the  expiration  of  a  year,  when 
the  eldest  Iraother  of  the  deceased 
tidces  her  to  wife  without  any  oe* 
remony,  considers  her  children  a* 
his  own,  and  takes  her  and  then  to 
his  house  :  if  the  deceased  left  no 
brother,  she  marries  whom  she 
pleases.  They  have,  in  some  k^ 
stances,  four  or  five  wives ;  but 
these  are  mostly  sisters:  if  they 
auyery  into  two  families,  the  wives 
do  not  harmonise  wdl  together, 
and  give  die  husband  much  in- 
quietude: there  is,  however,  no 
restriction  m  this  respect,  except 
in  the  prudence  of  the  husband. 

A  Council  was  hrid  with  the 
Otoas,  loways,  and  other  tribes. 


*'  The  prmcipal  cfaids  advanced 
befixre  their  people,  and  upon  invi* 
tatbn  seated  themselves.  Afler  a  r 
short  interval  of  silence,  Shonga- 
tonga,  the  Big  Horse,  a  large 
portly  Indian  of  a  commanding 
presence,  arose  and  said,  '  My 
father,  your  children  have  coma 
to  dance  before  your  tent,  agree- 
ably to  our  custom  of  honouring 
brave  or  distinguished  persons.' 

*' After  a  suitable  reply,  by 
Major  OTallon,  the  amusement  of 
xiancing  wias  cooMnenced  by  the 
striking  up  of  their  rude  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music ;  the 
former  consisting  of  a  gong  made 
of  a  large  keg,  over  one  of  the 
ends  of  which  a  skin  was  stretdi^ 
ed,  which  was  struck  by  a  small 
stick;  and  another  iDStrument, 
consisting  of  a  stick  of  firm  wood, 
liotohed  like  a  saw,  over  the 
teeth  of  which  a  smaller  stick 
was  rubbed  forcibly  backward 
and  forward :  with  these,  rude  aa 
they  were,  very  good  time  waa 
preserved  with  the  vocal  perform** 
ers  who  sat  around  them,  and  by 
all  the  natives  as  they  sat,  in  the 
inflection  of  their  bodies,  or  the 
movements  of  their  limbs.  After 
the  lapse  of  a  little  time,  three  in- 
dividuals leacped  up  and  danced 
around  for  a  few  minutes;  then,  at 
a  concerted  signal  from  the  master 
of  the  ceremonies,  the  music 
ceased,  and  they  retired  to  their 
seats  uttering  a  loud  noise,  whieb^ 
by  patting  the  mouth  rapidly  with 
the  hand,  was  broken  into  a  suc- 
cession of  similar  sounds,  some- 
what like  the  hurried  barkmg  of 
a  dog.  Several  sets  of  dancerst 
succeeded,  each  terminating  as 
the  first  In  the  intervals  of  the 
dances,  a  warrior  would  step  ibr* 
ward  and  strike  a  flag-staff  they 
had  erected  with  a  sticky  whij^  or 
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other  weapon,  and  recount  his 
martial  deeds.  This  ceremony  is 
called  striking  the  post^  and  what- 
ever is  then  said  may  be  relied 
upon  as  rigid  truth,  being  deliver- 
ed in  the  presence  of  many  a  jea* 
lous  warrior  and  witness,  who 
could  easily  detect  and  would  im* 
mediately  disgrace  the  striker  for 
eiuiggeration  or  &lsehooil.  This 
is  called  the  beggars^  dance,  dur- 
ing which  some  presents  are  al- 
ways expected  by  the  performers, 
Si  tobacco,  whisky,  or  trinkets* 
But  on  this  occasion,  as  none  of 
those  articles  were  immediately  of- 
fered, the  amusement  was  not  at 
first  distinguished  by  much  acti- 
vity. The  master  of  the  cere- 
monies continually  called  alou'd  to 
them  to  exert  themselves ;  but 
still  they  were  somewhat  dull  and 
backward.  letan  now  stepped 
forward  and  lashed  a  post  with 
his  whip,  declaring  that  he  would 
thus  punish  those  who  did  not 
dance :  this  threat,  from  one  whom 
they  had  vested  with  authority  for 
this  occasion,  had  a  manifest  effect 
upon  his  auditors,  who  were  pre- 
sently highly  wrought  up  by  the 
sight  of  two  or  three  little  mounds 
of  tobaocO'twist  which  were  now 
laid  before  them,  and  appeared  to 
infuse  new  life. 

**  After  lashing  the  post  and 
making  his  threat,  letan  went  on 
to  narrate  his  martial  exploits. 
He  had  stolen  horses  seven  or 
eight  times  from  the  Konzas  ;  he 
had  first  struck  the  bodies  of  three 
of  that  nation  slain  in  battle.  He 
had  stolen  horses  from  the  letan 
nation,  and  had  struck  one  of 
their  dead.  He  had  stolen  horses 
from  the  Pawnees,  and  struck  the 
body  of  one  Pawnee  Loup.  He 
hiid  stokn  horses  several  times 
flrora  the  lOmawhaws,  and  once 


from  the  PuDcas.  Hehadatnidc 
the  bodies  of  two  Sioux.  On  a 
war  party,  in  company  with  the 
Pawnees,  he  had  attacked  the 
Spaniards  and  penetrated  into 
one  of  their  camps;  the  Spa- 
niards, excepting  a  man  and  boy, 
fied  ;  himself  being  at  a  distance 
before  his  party,  he  was  shot  at 
and  missed  by  the  man,  whom  he 
immediately  shotdown  and  struck. 
'  This,  my  father,'  said  he,  '  is  the 
only  martial  act  of  my  life  that  I 
am  ashamed  of.*  After  several 
rounds  of  dancing,  and  of  striking 
at  the  post  by  the  warriors,  Mi-«- 
ke-ta,  or  the  Little  Soldier^  a  war- 
worn veteran,  took  his  turn  to 
strike  the  post.  He  leaped  ac- 
tively about,  and  strained  his  voice 
to  its  utmost  pitch  whilst  he  pour- 
trayed  some  of  the  scenes  of 
bloiod  in  which  he  had  acted.  He 
had  struck  dead  bodies  of  indivi- 
duals of  all  the  red  nations  around, 
Osages,  Konzas,  Pawnee  Loups, 
Pawnee  Republicans,  Grand  Paw- 
nees, Puncas,  Omawhaws,  and 
Sioux,  Padoucas,  LaPlais  or  Bald 
Heads,  letans,  Sauks,  Foxes,  and 
loways ;  he  had  struck  eight  of 
one  nation,  seven  of  another,  &c. 
He  was  proceeding  with  his  ac- 
count when  letan  ran  up  to  him« 
pat  his  hand  upon  his  mouth,  and 
respectftiUy  led  him  to  his  seat. 
This  act  was  no  trifling  compliment 
paid  to  the  wdl-known  brave.  It 
indicated  that  he  had  still  so  many 
glorious  acts  to  speak  of,  that  he 
would  occupy  so  much  time  as  to 
prevmt  others  from  speaking,  and 
put  to  shame  the  other  warriors  by 
the  contrast  of  his  actions  with 
theirs." 

Their  dances,  sometimes,  are 
sorts  of  pantomimes  of  their  ex- 
ploits*     Thus,  for  instance : 

"  Wa-sa-ba-jii^-ga,    oir  Little 
Black 
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Black  Bear,  after  a  variety  of  ges- 
tures, threw  several  arrows  in  suc- 
cession over  his  head,  thereby  in- 
dicating his  familiarity  with  the 
flight  of  such  missiles :  he  at  the 
same  time  covered  his  eyes  with 
bis  handy  to  indicate  that  he  was 
blind  to  danger.  Others  repre- 
sented their  manoeuvres  in  battle, 
seeking  their  enemy,  discharging 
at  him  their  guns  or  arrows,  &c.'' 
Major  Long  and  others,  leaving 
their  friends  settled  for  the  winter, 
returned  to  Philadelphia.  The 
Pawnee  tribes,  having  been  sum* 
moned  to  answer  for  their  offences, 
came  to  the  rendezvous. 

''  In  the  evening  (the  author 
says),  accompanied  by  several  gen- 
tlemen of  the  party,  we  visited 
the  camp  of  the  Pawnees,  whom 
we  found  sitting  round  their  fires, 
smoking  their  pipes  in  silence. 
Some  were  employed  in  making 
bows,  having  found  plenty  of 
hickory,  and  hop  horn  beam  wood 
here,  which  are  not  to  be  procured 
in  the  vicinity  of  their  villages. 
Their  mules  were  tied  to  trees, 
feeding  on  the  bark  of  the  cotton 
wood.  The  three  tribes  were 
seated  around  different  fires.  We 
sat  down  in  the  group  of  Grand 
Pawnees,  and  smoked  with  their 
chief,  Tar-ra-re-ca-wa-o,  or  Long 
Hair.  This  is  an  hereditary  chief, 
of  a  lofly  and  rather  haughty 
mien;  his  mouth  is,  perhaps 
through  habit,  drawn  down  a  little 
at  the  comers.  He  has  the  ap- 
pearance and  character  of  an  in- 
trepid man,  although  not  distin- 
guished as  a  warrior,  having,  dur- 
ing his  life>  killed  but  a  single 
man,  who  was  a  Spaniard.  He 
isy  however,  artful  and  politic,  and 
has  performed  some  laudable  ac- 
tions. The  following  anecdote 
may  serve  in  part  to  illustrate  the 


more  amiable  traits  of  his  charac- 
ter.    Dorion,    a   Mestizo,   on  a 
trading  expedition,  had  accumu- 
lated  a  considerable  quantity  of 
peltry  at  the  Pawnee  republican 
village,  when  it  was  situated  on 
the  Republican  fork  of  the  Konza 
river.     As  he  had  no  horses  to 
transport  his  merchandize,  he  re- 
quested the  chief  of  that  village 
to  assist  him  in  conveying  it  to  the 
Graiid  Pawnees  on  the  Platte,  as 
he  intended  to  descend  that  river 
to  trade  with  the  Otoes,  on  his  way 
to  St.  Louis;  the  chief  directly 
ordered  horses  to  be  brought,  the 
furs  were  packed  upon  them,  and 
they   departed   on   the  journey: 
but  owing  to  some  alleged  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  Dorion,  the 
chief,  when  half  way,  ordered  the 
goods  to  be  taken  from  the  horses 
and  to  be  left  on  the  plain.     He 
then,  with  his  followers,  returned 
to  his  village.    The  trader,  afler 
bewailing  his  unfortunate  condi- 
tion, at  length  resolved  to  go  to 
the  Grand  Pawnee  village  and  so- 
licit the  aid  of  Long  Hair.  Having 
arrived    at   the  residence  of  the 
chief,  he  related  to  him  in  what 
manner  he  had  been  used  by  the 
Republican  chief,  and   concluded 
by  requesting  assistance  to  bring 
in  his  goods.  Long  Hair,  without 
reply,  ascended  to  the  top  of  his 
lodge,  and  called  out  to  his  people 
to  bring  him  one  hundred  horses. 
Taking  the  best  of  these,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  attendants, 
he  accompanied  Dorion,  and   as- 
sisted him   to  transport    all   his 
peltries,  and  did  not  cease  with 
his  good  offices  until  he  had  aided 
him  in  building  a  skin  canoe,  and 
had  packed  all  the  merchandize 
aboard,  although  previously  told 
by  Dorion  that  he  had  nothing  to 
reward  him  with,  havmg,  as  he 
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aaidy  traded  every  Uting  away, 
though  at  the  same  moment  he 
had  a  number  of  Indian  goods 
concealed  in  his  packs  of  bafialo 
robes.  After  all  was  completed, 
'  Now/  said  the  chief,  '  Dorion,  I 
know  you  are  a  bad  man ;  I  have 
no  doubt  but  you  hare  a  quantity 
of  such  goods  as  we  want»  con- 
cealed in  those  packs,  and  could 
reward  me  if  you  were  liberal 
enough ;  but  I  ask  nothing :  you 
have  a  forked  tongue.  You  have 
abused  me  to  the  whites,  by  call- 
ing me  a  rascal,  saying  I  robbed 
the  traders,  &c. ;  but  go^  I  will 
Dot  harm  you ;  tell  the  Red  Head 
(Governor  Clarke)  that  I  am  a  ras- 
cal, robber,  &c.  I  am  content.' 

"  At  another  fire,  surrounded 
by  his  particular  band,  sat  the 
ELnife  Chief,  La-che4e-cha-ru, 
principal  chief  of  the  Pawneema- 
has.  He  is  a  large  portly  man, 
with  a  very  prepossessing  coun- 
tenance ;  the  hair  on  the  sides  of 
his  head  is  grey ;  he  has  a  deep 
scar  on  the  right  side,  from  a 
wound  which  was  inflicted  by  a 
female  prisoner,  of  the  Padouca 
nation,  whom  he  had  adopted  and 
taken  into  his  fiunily.  This 
squaw,  becoming  infuriated  at  the 
prospect  of  the  state  of  slavery  to 
which  she  supposed  herself  now 
reduced,  stabbed  her  child  to  the 
heart,  mortally  wounded  the  bro* 
ther  of  this  chief,  and  before  she 
could  be  dispatched,  had  inflicted 
this  wound,  through  which  the 
bowels  protruded.  The  indivi- 
duals of  this  band  live  in  great 
harmony  amongst  themselves, 
owing  probably  to  their  having 
but  two  chiefs,  who  are  unrival- 
led. The  second  chief  is  a  Mes* 
tixo." 

''On  the  following  day  the 
Pawnees  were  summoned  to  coub* 


cil,  and  in  a  short  time  they  ap- 
peared marching  leisurely  ia  a 
narrow  pathway,  in  ludianjilei  M 
by  the  grand  chief;  near  das 
pathway  the  musical  band  was 
stationed,  and  when  Loi^  Hair 
arrived  opposite,  they  struck  iqm 
suddenly  and  loudly,  a  martial  air. 
We  wished  to  observe  the  efifeot 
which  instruments,  diat  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  before,  would 
produce  on  this  distinguished  man, 
and  therefore  eyed  him  closely  ; 
and  were  not  disappointed  to  ob- 
serve  that  he  did  not  deign  to  look 
upon  them,  or  to  manifest,  by  any 
motion  whatever,  that  he  was 
sensible  of  their  presence.  The 
Indians  arranged  themselves  on 
the  benches  prepared  for  them, 
and  the  cessation  of  the  music  was 
succeeded  by  stillness,  which  was 
suddenly  interrupted  by  loud  e&* 
plosions  from  our  howitaers*  tikst 
startled  many  of  us,  but  did  aoc 
appear  to  attract  the  notice  of  llie 
Pawnees." 

"  The  wonderful  intelligence  of 
this  animal  (the  prairie  wolf)  is 
well  worthy  of  note,  and  a  few 
anecdotes  respecting  it  may  not  be 
amiss.  Mr.  Peale  constructed 
and  tried  various  kinds  of  traps  to 
take  them,  one  of  which  was  of 
the  description  called  '  a  live  trap;* 
a  shaUow  box  reversed,  and  sup- 
ported at  one  end  by  the  wefi- 
known  kind  of  tn^  of  sticks,  usual- 
ly called  the  '  figure  four,'  whidh 
elevated  the  front  of  the  trap  up> 
wards  of  three  feet  above  its  aUb 
flooring ;  the  trap  was  about  six 
feet  long,  and  nearly  the  same  m 
breadth,  and  was  plentifVilly  baited 
withofial.  Notwithstanding  tlus 
arrangement*  a  wolf  actually  bur* 
rowed  under  the  Boonagt  wsd 
pulled  down  the  bait  through  dbt 
crevioes  of  the  floor.  Tracks  of 
difierant 
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dWtrentmzeB  were  observed  about 
the.  trap.  This  procedure  would 
seem  to  be  the  result  of  a  faculty 
beyond  mere  instinct. 

'*  This  trap  provinff  useless, 
another  was  constructed  in  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  the  countzy,  formed 
like  a  large  cage,  but  with  a  small 
entrance  on  the  top,  through 
which  the  animals  might  enter 
but  not  return  :  this  was  equally 
unsuccessful ;  the  wolves  attempt- 
ed in  vain  to  get  at  the  bait,  as 
they  would  not  enter  by  the  route 
prepared  for  them. 

"  A  large  double  '  steel  trap ' 
was  next  tried :  this  was  profusely 
baited,  and  the  whole,  with  the 
exception  of  the  bait,  was  careful- 
ly concealed  beneath  the  fallen 
leaves.  This  was  also  unsuccess- 
ful. Tracks  of  the  anticipated 
victims  were  next  day  observed  to 
be  impressed  in  numbers  on  the 
earth  near  the  spot;  but  still  the 
trap,  with  its  seductive  charge, 
remained  untouched.  The  bait 
was  then  removed  from  the  trap, 
and  suspended  over  it  from  the 
branch  of  a  tree;  several  pieces 
of  meat  were  also  suspended  in  a 
similar  manner,  from  trees  in  the 
vicinity :  the  following  morning 
the  bait  over  the  trap  alone  re- 
mained. Supposing  that  their 
exquisite  sense  of  smell  warned 
them  of  the  position  of  the  trap^ 
it  was  removed,  and  again  covered 
with  leaves ;  and  the  baits  being 
disposed  as  before,  the  leaves  to 
a  considerable  distance  around 
were  burned,  and  the  trap  re- 
mained perfectly  concealed  by 
ashes;  still  the  bait  over  the  trap 
was  avoided.  Once  only  this  trap 
was  sprung,  and  had  fastened  for 
a  short  time  upon  the  foot  of  a 
species,  which  was  shot  the  follow- 
ing day  at  no  great  distance;  it 


proved  to  be  a  species  distinct 
from  the  prairie  wolf." 

In  a  description  of  the  Oma- 
whaw  Indians,  there  are  some 
curiouB  and  interesting  details. 

When  they  reach  the  Bison 
country  and  find  their  game, 
'*the  hunters,  after  making  the 
signal  for  bisons,  to  induce  the 
people  to  halt  and  encamp,  return 
as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and 
on  their  approach  are  received 
with  some  ceremony.  The  chiefs 
and  magi  are  seated  in  front  of 
their  people,  puffing  smoke  from 
their  pipes,  and  thanking  the 
Master  of  life,  with  such  ex« 
pressions  as  *  How-wa-con-da,' 
*  Thanks,  Master  of  life.'—*  How- 
nin-e-shet-ta-wa-con  -  da  -  a  -  mah» 
pan-ne-nah-pa-e- wa  -  rat  -  a  -cum- 
ba-ra.' — *  Thank  you,  Master  of 
life,  here  is  smoke;  I  am  poor, 
hungry,  and  want  to  eat'  The 
hunters  draw  near  to  the  chiefs 
and  magi,  and  in  a  low  tone  of 
voice  inform  them  of  the  discovery 
of  bisons.  They  are  questioned 
as  to  the  number,  and  reply  by 
holding  up  to  the  view  some 
small  sticks  in  an  horizontal  posi- 
tion, and  compare  one  herd  at  a 
stated  distance  with  this  stick, 
and  another  with  that,  &c. 

*'  It  is  then  the  business  of  some 
old  man  or  crier  to  harangue  the 
people,  informing  them  of  the 
discovery,  requesting  the  squaws 
to  keep  in  good  heart,  telling  them 
they  have  endured  many  hardships 
with  fortitude,  that  there  is  now  a 
termination  to  their  difficulties  for 
the  present,  and  that  on  the  mor- 
row the  men  will  go  in  pursuit  of 
the  bisons,  and  without  doubt 
bring  them  plenty  of  meat. 

**  On  all  occasions  of  public  re- 
joicings, festivals,  dances,  or  gene- 
ral hunts,  a  certain  number  of  re- 
solute 
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solute  warriors  are  previously  ap- 
pointed to  preserve  order  and 
keep  the  peace.  In  token  of  their 
office  they  paint  themselves  en- 
tirely black;  usually  wear  the 
crow,  and  arm  themselves  with  a 
whip  or  war-club,  with  which  they 
punish  on  the  spot  those  who  mis- 
behave, and  are  at  once  both 
judges  and  executioners.  Thus, 
at  the  bison  hunts,  they  knock 
down  or  Bog  those  whose  ma- 
noeuvres tend  to  frighten  the 
game,  before  all  are  ready,  or 
previously  to  their  having  arrived 
at  the  proper  point,  from  which  to 
sally  forth  upon  them. 

"  Four  or  five  such  officers,  or 
soldiers,  are  appointed  at  a  coun- 
cil of  the  chiefs,  held  in  the  even- 
ing, to  preserve  order  amongst  the 
hunters  for  the  succeeding  day. 

"On  the  following  morning, 
all  the  men,  excepting  the  super- 
annuated,  depart  early  in  pursuit 
of  the  favourite  game.  They  are 
generally  mounted,  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows.  The  soldiers 
of  the  day  accompany  the  rapidly 
moving  cavalcade  on  foot,  armed 
with  war-clubs,  and  the  whole  are 
preceded  by  a  footman  bearing  a 
pipe. 

**  On  coming  in  sight  of  the 
herd,  the  hunters  talk  kindly  to 
their  horses,  applying  to  them  the 
endearing  names  of  father,  brother, 
lincle,  &c. ;  they  petition  them  not 
to  fear  the  bisons,  but  to  run  well, 
and  keep  close  to  them,  but  at  the 
same  time  to  avoid  being  gored. 

"  The  party  having  approach- 
ed as  near  to  the  herd  as  they 
suppose  the  animals  will  permit, 
without  taking  alarm,  they  halt,  to 
give  the  pipe-bearer  an  opportu- 
nity to  perform  the  ceremony  of 
smoking,  which  is  considered  ne- 
cessary   to    their    success.      He- 


lights  his  pipe,  and  remains  a 
short  time  with  his  head  inclined^ 
and  the  stem  of  the  pipe  extended 
towards  the  herd.  He  then 
smokes,  and  puffs  the  smoke  to- 
wards the  bisons,  towards  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  finally 
to  the  cardinal  points  succes- 
sively. These  last  ttey  distin- 
guish by  the  terms  sunrise^  sunset^ 
cold  country,  9XkA  warm  country; 
or  they  designate  them  collective- 
ly, by  the  phrase  of  the  four 
•winds,  Ta-da-sa-ga-to-ba, 

"  The  ceremony  of  smoking 
being  performed,  the  word  of 
.starting  is  given  by  Ongpatonga. 
They  immediately  separate  into 
two  bands,  who  pass  in  full  speed 
to  the  right  and  left,  and  perform 
a  considerable  circuit,  witli  the 
object  of  enclosing  the  herd,  at 
a  considerable  interval,  between 
them. 

"  They  then  close  in  upon  the 
animals,  and  each  man  endea- 
vours to  kill  as  many  of  them  as 
his  opportunity  permits. 

^*  It  is  upon  this  occasion  that 
the  Indians  display  their  horse- 
manship, and  dexterity  in  archery. 
Whilst  in  full  run,  they  discharge 
the  arrow  with  an  aim  of  much 
certainty,  so  that  it  penetrates  the 
body  of.  the  animal  behind  the 
shoulder.  If  it  should  not  bury 
itself  so  deeply  as  they  wish,  they 
are  oAen  known  to  ride  up  to  the 
enraged  animal  and  withdraw  it. 
They  observe  the  direction  and 
depth  to  which  the  arrow  enters, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  wound  is  mortal,  of  which 
they  can  judge  with  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  exactness.  When  a 
death-wound  is  inflicted,  the  hon* 
ter  raises  a  shout  of  exultation, 
to  prevent  others  from  pursuing 
the  individual  of  which  he  consi- 
ders 
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ders  hioMelf  certain.  He  then 
passes  in  pursuit  of  another,  and 
so  on,  until  his  quiver  is  exhaust- 
ed,  or  the  game  has  passed  beyond 
his  further  pursuit. 

"  The  force  of  the  arrow,  when 
discharged  by  a  dexterous  and 
athletic  Indian,  is  very  great ;  and 
we  were  even  credibly  informed, 
that,  under  favourable  circum- 
stances, it  has  been  known  to  pass 
entirely  through  the  body  of  a 
bison,  and  actually  to  fly  some 
distance,  or  fall  to  the  ground  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  animal. 

**  Notwithstanding  the  apparent 
confusion  of  this  engagement,  and 
that  the  same  animal  is  sometimes 
feathered  by  arrows  from  different 
archers,  before  he  is  dispatched, 
or  considered  mortally  wounded, 
yet  as  each  man  knows  his  own 
arrows  from  all  others,  and  can 
also  estimate  the  nature  of  the 
wound,  whether  it  would  produce 
a  speedy  death  to  the  animal, 
quarrels  respecting  the  right  of 
property  in  the  prey  seldom  oc- 
cur, and  it  is  consigned  to  the 
more  fortunate  individual,  whose 
weapon  penetrated  the  most  vital 
part. 

"  The  chase  having  terminated, 
each  Indian  can  trace  back  his  de- 
vious route  to  the  starting-place, 
so  as  to  recover  any  small  article 
he  may  have  lost. 

**  This  surrounding  chase  the 
Omawhaws  distinguish  by  the 
name  of  Ta-wan-a-sa. 

"  A  fleet  horse  well  trained  to 
the  hunt,  runs  at  the  proper  dis- 
tance, with  the  reins  thrown  upon 
his  neck,  parallel  with  the  bison, 
turns  as  he  turns,  and  does  not 
cease  to  exert  his  speed  until  the 
shoulder  of  the  animal  is  present- 
ed, and  the  fatal  arrow  is  implant- 
ed there.     He  then  complies  with 


the  motion  of  his  rider,  who  leans 
to  one  side,  in  order  to  direct  his 
course  to  another  bison.  Such 
horses  as  these  are  reserved  •  by 
their  owners  exclusively  for. the 
chase,  and  are  but  rarely  subjected 
to  the  drudgery  of  carrying  bur- 
dens. 

"  When  the  herd  has  escaped, 
and  those  that  are  only  wounded 
or  disabled  are  secured,  the  hun- 
ters proceed  to  flay  and  cut  up  the 
slain." 

This  meat  is  carried  back  to 
their  village  about  August — the 
huts  reoccupied,  the  buried  goods 
dug  up,  the  weeds  destroyed,  the 
maize  crop  gathered  in,  and  they 
settle  for  the  winter. 

"  The  Indians,  hke  the  Hotten- 
tots, Negroes,  and  monkeys,  eat 
the  lice  which  they  detect  in' each 
other's  heads.  The  squaws  search 
for  these  parasites  ;  and  we  have 
oilen  seen  them  thus  occupied  with 
activity,  earnestness,  and  much 
success.  One  of  them,  who  was 
^iig^^  in  combing  the  head  of  a 
white  man,  was  asked  why  she 
did  not  eat  the  vermin :  she  re- 
plied, that  white  men's  lice  are  not 
good.' " 

"  Annually,  in  the  month  of 
July,  the  Minnetarees  celebrate 
their  great  medicine  dance, 'or 
dance  of  penitence,  which  niay 
well  be  compared  with  the  Cur- 
rack-pooja  of  the  expiatory  tor- 
tures of  the  Hindoos,  so  often 
celebrated  at  Calcutta.  On  this 
occasion  a  considerable  quanti^ 
of  food  is  prepared,  which  is  well 
cooked,  and  served  up  in  their 
best  manner.  The  devotees  then 
dance  and  sing  to  their  music  at 
intervals,  for  three  or  four  days 
together  in  full  view  of  the  vic- 
tuals, without  attempting  to  taste 
of  them.     But  they  do  not,  even 

at 
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at  tluB  thnO)  forego  eheit  aecos- 
toitied  liotpitality ;  and  if  a 
•Iraager  enters,  he  is  inTited  t» 
aat,  tibottgk  DO  one  partakes  wkh 
kin.  Ob  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
the  severer  expiatory  tort^es 
eommence,  to  which  tke  preceding 
ceremonies  were  but  preludes.  An 
individiial  Resents  luflasalf  before 
one  of  the  officiating  itiagi,  cryii^^ 
and  lamenting,  and  requests  him 
to  cut  a  fillet  of  skin  from  his 
arm,  which  he  extends  for  that 
purpose.  The  devout  operator 
thrusts  a  sharp  instrument  tlirougfa 
the  skin  near  the  wrist,  then  intro* 
duces  the  knife,  and  cuts  out  a 
piece  of  lihe  re^ptired  length, 
sometimes  extending  the  excision 
entirdy  to  the  shoulder.  Another 
will  request  bands  of  skin  to  be 
cut  from  his  arm.  A  third  will 
have  hia  breast  fiayed,  so  as  to  re- 
present a  full  moon  or  crescent. 
A  fourth*  submits  to  the  removal 
of  concentric  arcs  of  skin  from 
his  breast.  A  filUi  prays  the  ope- 
rator to  remove  small  pieces  of 
skin  from  various  indicated  parts 
of  his  body  :  for  this  purpose  an 
iron  bodkin  is  thrust  through  the 
skin,  and  the  piece  is  cut  off,  by 
passing  the  knife  under  the.  instru- 
ment. 

"  Various  are  the  forms  of  suf- 
fering which  they  inflict  upon 
themselves.  An  individual  re- 
quests die  operator  to  pierce  a 
kole  through  the  skin  of  eadi  of 
hia  shoulders,  and  after  passing  a 
long  cord  through  each  of  these 
holes,  he  repairs  to  a  Golgotha  at 
some  distance  from  the  village, 
and  selects  one  of  the  bison  skulls 
eoUected  there.  To  the  chose» 
aianium  he  affixes  the  ekids  of 
his  cords,  and  drags  it  in  this  pain- 
ful manner  to  the  lodge,  round 


which  he  must  go  with  hisbiirdan» 
before  he  can  be  released  from  iu 
No  one  is  permitted  to  assist  him, 
neither  daiea  he  to  put  hia  own 
hands  to  the  cords,  to  alleviate  hia 
sufierii^.  If  it  should  so  happen 
that  the  horns  of  the  cranium  get 
hooked  under  a  root  or  other  ob- 
stacle, he  must  extricate  it  in  the 
best  manner  he  can,  by  pulling 
different  ways,  but  he  must  not 
touch  the  rope  or  the  head  with 
his  hands,  or  in  any  respect  attempt 
to  relieve  the  painful  strain  upon 
his  wounds,  until  his  con^ete 
task  is  performed. 

**  Some  of  the  penitentahave  ar- 
rows thrust  through  various  muscu- 
lar parts  of  their  bodies,  as  through 
the  skin  and  superficial  musdeaof 
the  arm,  leg,  breast,  and  back. 

"  A  devotee  caused  two  stout 
arrows  to  be  passed  through  the 
muscles  of  lus  breast,  one  on 
each  side,  near  the  mammae.  To 
these  arrows  cords  were  attached, 
the  opposite  ends  of  which  were 
affixed  to  the  upper  part  of  a  post, 
which  had  been  firmly  implanted 
in  the  earth  for  the  purpose.  He 
then  threw  himself  backward,  into 
an  oblique  position,  his  back  with- 
in about  two  feet  of  the  soil,  so  as 
to  depend  with  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  weight  by  the  cords. 
In  this  situation  of  excrueiatii^ 
agony,  he  continued  to  chaunt  and 
to  keep  time  to  the  music  of  the 
gong,  until,  from  long  abatineaee 
and  suffering,  he  fainted.  The  by- 
standers then  cried  out,  *  Courage, 
oourage,*  wiUi  much  shouting  and 
noise.  After  a  short  interval  of 
insensibility  he  revived^  and  pro- 
oeeded  with  his  self-inflicted  tor- 
tures as  before,  until  nature  being 
completely  exhausted,  he  again 
relapsed  into  insenaibiKiy ;  upon 

which 
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wUch  he  vat  looted  lirom  die 
oord^andcftrried  off  amidst  the  ac* 
clamations  of  the  whole  assembly. 

**  Another  Mlmietafee,  in  com- 
pMance  with  a  vow  he  had  made, 
canted  a  hole  to  be  perfinrated 
thiDiigh  the  muscles  of  each 
shoulder;  through  these  holes 
ccnrds  were  passed,  which  were,  at 
the  opposite  ends,  attached  byway 
of  a  brkfie  to  a  horse,  that  had 
been  penned  np  three  or  four  days 
wkhont  food  or  water.  In  this 
manner  he  led  the  horse  to  the 
margin  of  the  river.  The  horse, 
of  course,  endeavoured  to  drink ; 
but  it  was:  the  province  of  the 
Indian  toi  prevent  him,  and  that 
only  by  straining  at  the  cords  with 
the  raiisdies  of  the  shoulder,  with- 
out resorting  to  the  assistance  of 
his  hands.  And  notwithstanding 
all  the  exertions  of  the  horse  to 
drink,  his  master  succeeded  in 
preventing  him,  and  returned  with 
him  to  his  lodge,  having  accom- 
plished his  painiBil  task. 

'*  The  Wolf  chiet  one  of  the 
most  eminent  of  the  warriors  of 
the  upper  village  of  the  Minneta^ 
rees,  on  one  occasion,  sat  five  days 
singing  and  lamenting  without 
food,  on  a  small  insulated  and 
naked  rock  in  the  Missouri  river. 
And  it  is  firmly  believed  that  he 
did  not  even  palliate  his  urgent 
wants  by  tasting  the  water  during 
this  long  probation. 

"The  power  of  some  of  the 
former  rulers  of  the  Omawhaws  is 
said  to  be  almost  absolute.  That 
of  the  celebrated  Black  Bird, 
Wash-ing^guh*4ah-ba,  seems  to 
have  been  actually  so,  and  was 
retained  undiminished  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  the  year 
1800,  of  the  small-pox,  which 
then  ahnost  desolated  his  nation. 


Agreeably  to  hia  orders,  he  wad 
interred  in  a  sitting  posture,  on 
hit  fiivourite  horse,  upon  the  sum- 
mit of  ^a  hi^  bluff  of  the  bank  of 
the  Missouri,  *  that  he  might  con- 
tinue to  see  the  white  people  as- 
cending the  river  to  trade  >yith  his 
nation.'  A  mound  was  raised 
over  his  remains,  on  which  food 
was  regularly  placed  for  many 
years  afterwards :  but  this  rite  has 
been  discontinued,  and  Uie  staff 
that  on  its  summit  supported  a 
white  flag,  has  no  longer  exist- 
ence. 

'*This  chief  appears  to  have 
possessed  extraordinary  mental 
abilities,  but  he  resorted  to  the 
most  ne&rious  means  to  establish 
firmly  the  supremacy  of  his 
power.  He  gained  the  reputation 
of  the  greatest  of  medicine  men ; 
and  his  medicine,  which  was  no 
other  than  arsenic  itself,  that  had 
been  furnished  him  for  the  pur- 
pose, by  the  villany  of  the  traders, 
was  secretly  administered  to  hM> 
enemies  or  rivals.  Those  persona 
who  offended  him,  or  counteracted^ 
his  viewsj  were  thus  removed 
agreeably  to  his  predictions,  and 
all  opposition  silenced,  apparently 
by  the  operation  of  his  potent 
spells* 

"  Many  wese  the  victims  to  his 
unprincipled  ambition,  and  the 
nation  stood  in  awe  of  him,  as  of 
the  supreme  arbiter  of  their  fate* 

*'  With  all  his  enormities,  he 
waK^ikvourable  to  the  traders ;, 
and  although  he  compelled  them 
to  yield  to  him  one  half  of  their 
goods,  yet  he  commanded  his 
people  to  purchase  the  remainder 
at  double  prices,  that  the  trader 
might  still  be  a  gainer. 

"  He  delighted  in  the  displajf 

of  hia  power,  and,  on  one  occasion, 

during 
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during  a  national  hunt,  accompa- 
nied by  a  white  man,  they  arrived 
on    the  bank  of  a    fine  flowing 
stream,    and    although  all  were 
parched  with  thirst,  no  one  but 
the  white  man  was  permitted  to 
taste  of  the  water.     As  the  chief 
thought  proper  to  give  no  reason 
for    this    severe    punishment,   it 
seemed  to  be  the  result  of  caprice. 
"  One  inferior,  but  distinguished 
chief,  called  Little  Bow,  at  length 
opposed  his  power.      This  man 
was  a  warrior  of  high   renown, 
and  so  popular  in  the  nation,  that 
it  was  remarked  of  him,  that  he 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  best 
wishes  of  the  people,  whilst  his 
rival  reigned  in  terror.     Such  an 
opponent  could  not  be  brooked, 
and  the  Black  Bird  endeavoured 
to  destroy  him. 

**  On  one  occasion  the  Little 
Bow  returned  to  his  lodge,  ader 
the  absence  of  a  few  days  on  an 
excursion.  His  wife  placed  before 
him  his  accustomed  food ;  but  the 
wariness  of  the  Indian  character 
led  him  to  observe  some  peculiari- 
ty in  her  behaviour,  which  assured 
him  that  all  was  not  right :  he 
questioned  her  concerning  the 
food  she  had  set  before  him  ;  and 
the  appearance  of  her  countenance, 
and  her  replies,  so  much  increased 
his  suspicions,  that  he  compelled 
her  to  eat  the  contents  of  the  bowl. 
She  then  confessed  that  the  Black 
Bird  had  induced  her  to  mingle 
with  the  food  a  portion  of  his  terri- 
ble medicine,  in  order  to  destroy 
him.  She  fell  a  victim  to  the 
machination  of  the  Black  Bird, 
who  was  thus  disappointed  of  his 
object. 

"  With  a  band  of  nearly  two 
hundred  followers,  the  Little  Bow 
finally  seceded  from  the  nation, 
and  established  a  separate  village 


on  the  Missouri,  «vheie  diey  re^ 
nudned  until  the  death  of  the  tjr* 
rant 

'*  Towards  the  latter  park  of  hia 
life,  he  became  very  corpulent, 
the  consequence  of  indolence  and 
repletion.  He  was  tranqwrted  by 
carriers,  on  a  bison  robe,  to  the 
various  feasts  to  which  he  i^as 
daily  invited;  and  should  the 
messenger  find  him  asleep,  they 
dared  not  to  awaken  him  by  a 
noise  or  by  shaking,  but  by.  fe- 
spectfiiUy  tickling  his  nose  with  a 
straw."  -  -  - 

'*  The  odour  of  the  Indian  is 
rather  agreeable  than  otherwise  to 
many;  and  that  difiused  by  the 
persons  of  the  Pawnee  war  party 
near  the  Konza  village,  increaied 
by  a  proftise  perspiration  from  the 
violence  of  their  exercise  in  run- 
ning, was  rather  pleasant  to  moat 
ofthe  members  of  our  party.  The 
Upsaroka,  or  Crow  Indians,  are 
said  to  anoint  themselves  with 
castor." 

In  war,  when  the  order  (or  at- 
tack is  given,  '*  the  whole  move 
onward,  with  slow  and  cautious 
steps,  in  order  to  surprise  the 
enemy;  but  if  discovered,  they 
rush  on  with  impetuosity,  and 
without  any  regular  order.  If 
the  scene  of  the  contest  liea  in  the 
forest,  they  shield  themselves  be- 
hind trees  of  small  diameter,  when 
at  the  proper  distance,  from 
whence  they  discharge  their  mis- 
siles. If  the  attack  is  made  in 
the  open  plain,  where  no  slielter 
offers,  they  leap  about  from  one 
side  to  another,  and  preserve  a 
constant  state  of  activity,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  any  steady 
aim  from  being  taken  at  them  by 
their  adversaries. 

"  It  is  not  the  mere  shooting 
down  of  an  enemy  that  confers 

great 
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great  honour  upoD  a  warrior ;  this, 
the  Indiana  say,  can  he  done  by 
any  person,  however  cowardly  he 
may  be.  But  high  distinction  is 
due  to  the  gallant  soul  that  ad* 
vances  upon  the  field  of  battle 
and  captures  an  enemy,  or  who 
first  strikes  or  even  touches  the 
liody  of  a  fallen  enemy,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  friends  of  the  deceas* 
ed,  who  are  generally  watching 
their  opportunity  to  revenge  his 
death. 

"  This  is,  indeed,  an  extraordi- 
nary proof  o£  courage,  as  the  act 
is  not  to  be  accomplished  without 
the  greatest  hazard  of  life ;  the 
adventurer  is  obliged  to  expose 
himself  often  to  a  great  number  of 
assailants,  besides  the  danger  of 
fidling  into  an  ambush,  in  attempt- 
ing to  strike  the  decoy.  It  is  this 
striking  that  is  numbered  amongst 
their  war  feats,  by  the  warriors, 
at  their  dances." 

On  arriving  at  the  river  Platte, 
the  landscape  with  its  living  tenan- 
try is  wonderful : 

**  Our  view  of  the  opposite 
margin  of  the  Platte,  during  this 
day's  march,  had  been  intercepted 
by  an  elevated  swell  of  the  surface, 
which  extended  along,  parallel  to 
the  river,  that  we  were  now  ap- 
proaching. Immediately  upon 
surmounting  this  undulation,  we 
saw  before  us,  upon  the  broad 
expanse  of  the  leh  margin  of  the 
river,  immense  herds  of  bisons, 
grazing  in  undisturbed  possession, 
and  obscuring,  with  the  density  of 
their  numbers,  the  verdant  plain; 
to  the  right  and  left,  as  £ur  as  the 
eye  was  permitted  to  rove,  the 
crowd  seemed  hardly  to  diminish, 
and  it  would  be  no  exaggeration  to 
say,  that  at  least  ten  thousand  here 
burst  on  our  sight  in  the  instant. 
Small  columns  of  dust  were  occa- 


sionally  wafted  by  the  wind  from 
bulls  that  were  pawing  the  earth, 
and  rolling ;  the  interest  of  action 
was  also  conomunicated  to  the 
scene,  by  the  unwieldy  playful- 
ness of  some  individuals,  that  the 
eye  would  occasionally  rest  upon, 
their  real  or  affected  combats,  or 
by  the  slow  or  rapid  progress  of 
otjiers  to  and  from  their  watering 
places.  On  the  distant  blu08, 
individuals  were  constantly  disap- 
pearing, whilst  others  were  pre- 
senting themselves  to  our  view, 
until,  as  the  dusk  of  the  evening 
increased,  their  massive  forms, 
thus  elevated  above  the  line  of 
other  objects,  were  but  dimly  de- 
fined on  the  skies.  We  retiredto 
our  evening  fare,  highly  gratified 
with  the  novel  spectacle  we  had 
witnessed,  and  with  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  future. 

**  In  the  morning  we  again 
sought  the  living  picture,  but 
upon  all  the  plain  which  last  even* 
ing  was  so  teeming  with  noble 
animals,  not  one  remained.  We 
forded  the  Platte  with  less  delay 
and  difficulty  than  we  bad  en^ 
countered  in  crossing  the  north 
fork." 

"  The  dun  colour  prevails  on 
the  coat  of  die  bison ;  but  the  long 
hair  of  the  anterior  part  of  the 
body,  with  the  exception  of  the 
head,  is  more  or  less  tinged  with 
yellowish  or  rust  colour.  The 
uniformity  of  colour,  however, 
amongst  these  animals  is  so  stead- 
fast, that  any  considerable  devia- 
tion from  the  ordinary  standard 
is  regarded  by  the  natives  aa 
effected  under  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  the  Divinity. 

''  A  trader  of  the  Missouri  in- 
formed  us  that  he  had  seen  a 
grayish- white  bison,  and  that  an- 
other, a  yearling  calf,  was  distin- 
X>  fuished 
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gtitthed  by  several  white  spots  on 
die  side,  and  by  a  white  fVontal 
R^ark  and  white  fore-feet. 

**  Mr.  J.  Dougherty  saw  in  an 
Indian  hut  a  bison  head,  very 
weU  prepared,  which  had  a  white 
star  on  the  front;  the  owner  Va^ 
lued  it  highly,  calling  H  his  great 
medicine ;  he  could  not  be  tempt- 
ed to  part  with  it ;  *  for,'  said  he, 
*  the  herds  come  every  season 
into  the  vicinity  to  seek  their 
ifrhite- faced  companion/ 

**  They^  are  the  skins  of  the 
ofiiws  almost  exclusively  that  are 
uked  in  commerce ;  those  of  the 
bulls  being  so  large,  heavy,  and 
difficult  to  prepare,  that  this  is 
comparatively  seldom  attempted. 
"  That  the  bison  formerly 
ranged  o^er  the  Atlantic  states 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  Law- 
son  informs  us  that  even  in  his 
tStne  some  were  killed  in  Vir- 
ginia; and  Camming,  in  his 
Sketches  of  a  Tour  to  the  Western 
country,  informs  us  that,  'long 
after  the  country  (Kentucky)  be- 
gan to  be  generally  settled,  and 
ceased  to  be  a  hunting-ground  by 
the  Indians,*  the  *  buffidoes,  bears, 
and  deer,  were  so  plenty  in  the 
country  that  little  or  no  bread 
was  used,'  and  *  the  facility  of 
gaining  them  prevented  the  pro- 
gress of  agriculture,  until  the  poor 
innocent  buffaloes  were  eomplete- 
fy  extirpated,  and  the  other  wild 
animals  much  thinned.'  This 
process  of  eittirpation  has  not 
since  been  relaxed,  and  the  bison 
is  now  driven  beyond  the  lakes, 
the  Illinois,  and  southern  portion 
of  the  Mississipi  rivers,  their  range 
extending  from  the  country  west 
-  of  Hudson's  bay  to  the  northern 
provinces  of  Mexico." 

The  Rocky  Mountains  them- 


sdves  a!re  neh  i*  tu/ttoAWntf 
— ^maity  new  anhndr  and  fiuns 
were  dtsc<»vered — m4  the  avtbot^s 
descrij^on  of  the  ascent  (o  tlie 
highest  peak  is  extremely  inte- 
resting. 

-  -  -  "  We  found  the  trees  of 
a  smaller  size,  and  more  scattered 
in  proportion  to  the  elevation  at 
which  they  grew  ;  and  arrived  at 
aboQt  twelve  o'clock  al  the  Kmit 
above  which  none  are  found. 
This  is  a  defined  line,  encirelnig 
the  peak  in  a  part  which^  when 
seen  from  the  plain,  appeared  near 
the  summit ;  bm  when  we  arrived 
at  it,  a  greater  part  of  the  whole 
elevation  of  the  mountain  seemed 
still  before  us.  Above  the  timber 
the  ascent  is  steeper,  but  less  dif- 
ficult than  betow;  the  surface 
being  so  highly  inclined,  that  tbe 
large  masses,  when  loosened,  roll 
down,  meeting  no  obstruction  un- 
til they  arrive  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  timber.  The  red 
cedar,  and  the  flexile  pine,  are 
the  trees  which  appear  at  the 
greatest  elevation.  These  are 
small,  having  thick  and  extremely 
rigid  trunks ;  and  near  the  com- 
mencement of  the  naked  part  of 
the  mountain,  they  have  neitber 
Kmbs  nor  bark  on  that  side  whieb 
is  exposed  to  the  descending 
masses  of  rocks.  It  may  a{^)ear 
a  contradiction  to  assert,  tbat 
trees  have  grown  in  a  situation  to 
exposed  as  to  be  unable  to  pro- 
duce or  retain  bark  or  limbs  on 
one  side ;  yet  of  Che  fact  that  tbcy 
are  now  standing  and  living  in 
such  a  situation  there  can  he  no 
doubt  It  is,  perhaps,  probable 
the  timber  may  formerly  bave 
extended  to  a  greater  dcvation 
on  the  sides  of  this  peak  than 
at  present,  so  that  those  tntt 
wbidi 
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ffbicb  ai9>  hqv  on  the  outddsta 
of  the  fiMr^st  wore  ^^naeiiy  pro* 
t^ted  by  tb^  more  exposed 
ii(Bighboi»« 

"  A  few  trees  were  seen  abov€^ 
the  commencement  of  snow ;  but 
these  are  rery  small^  and  entirely 
procumbent,  being  sheltered  in  the 
ccevices  and  fissures  of  the  rpck. 
There  are  also  the  roots  of  trects 
to  be  seen  at  some  distance  above 
thepifft  where  any  aj(e  now  standi 
ing- 

<*  A  little  above  the  point 
where  the  timber  disappears  en- 
tirely, commences  a  segion  of  as* 
tonishing  heauty,  and  of  great  in.-* 
terest  on  account  of  its  produc- 
tions* The  intervals  of  soil  are 
sometimes  extensive,  and  covered 
with  a  cairpet  of  low  but  brill  iant- 
Iy*flaweiing  alpine  plants.  Most 
of  these  h^ve  either  matted  pro- 
cumbent stems,  or  such  as,  includ- 
iog  the  fiower,  rarely  rise  more 
tbm  an  iuich  in  height.  In  many 
of  them  the  flower  is  the  most  con- 
spicuous and  the  largest  part  of 
t^  plant,  and  in  all  the  colouring 
is  astonishingly  brilliant. 

<'  A  deep  blue  is  the  prevailing 
Qolouy  among  these  flowers ;  and 
the  pentstemon  erianthera,  the 
mountain  columbine  (aquilegia 
(9oemle9^}f  and  other  plante  com- 
mon to  less  elevated  districts,  yi^^re 
much  more  intensely  coloured 
thai^  in  oardinary  situations*  It 
canpot  be  doubted,  that  the  pecgr 
Uai  brilliancy  of  colouring  observ- 
ed ifi  alpiue  plants*  inhabiting  near 
the  utmost  limits,  of  phsenogamous 
ir^etation»  di^peiids,  principally 
«pon  the  intensity^ tbe  light  trans- 
mitted from  the  bright  and  unpb-^ 
scured  atmosphere  of  tlnese  re- 
ffionSf  and  increased  by  reflection 
from    tike     immeose    impeudiug 


maases.  of  snow.    May  the  dsii^pt 

cerulean  tint  of  the  sky  have  aA 
influence  in  producing  die  cprre- 
spondii^g  colour  so  prevalent  if^ 
the  flowers  of  these  alpine  plants  I 
At  about  two  o'clock  we  found, 
ourselves  so  mi|ch  exhausted  as, 
to  render  a  halt  necessary.  -  -  - 

*^  We  halted  at  a  place  about  a 
mile  above  the  edge  of  the  timber* 
The  stream  by  which  we  were 
sitting  we  could  perceive  to  fall 
immediately  from  a  large  body  of 
snow,  which  filled  a  deep  ravine 
on  the  south-eastern  side  of  the 
peak.  Below  us,  on  the  right* 
were  two  or  three  extensive 
patches  of  snow :  and  ice  could 
be  seen  every  where  in  the  cre- 
vices of  the  rocks* 

"  Here,  as  we  were  sitting  at 
our  dinner,  we  observed  several 
small  animals,  nearly  of  the  size 
of  the  common  grey  squirrel ;  but 
shorter,  and  more  clumsily  built* 
They  were  of  a  dark  grey  colour, 
inclining  to  brown,  widi  a  short 
thick  head,  and  erect  rounded 
ears.  In  habits  and  appearance, 
they  resemble  the  prairie  dog,, 
and  are  believed  to  be  a  species 
of  the  same  genus*  The  moudii 
of  their  barrow  is  usually  plapcd 
under  the  projection  of  a  rock;, 
and  uea^  these  the  party  aft^- 
wards  saw  several  of  the  little 
animals  watching  their  ^proaclv 
and  uttering  all  the  time  a  shriU 
aiote,  somewhat  like  thf^  of  tb^^ 
ground  squirrel.  Several  at* 
tempts  were  made  to  procure  a 
specimisn  of  tliis  anjmal,  but  alp 
ways  without  success,  as  we  had 
no  guns  but  such  i|s  carried  a 
h^avy  ball. 

''  After  sitting  about  half  an 
hour,  we  found  ourselves  some- 
what   refreshed,  but   much   be^ 
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mmibed  whh  cold.  We  now 
found  it  would  be  impossible  to 
reach  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
and  return  to  our  camp  of  the 
preceding  night,  during  that  part 
of  the  day  which  remained ;  but 
88  we  could  not  persuade  ourselrefl 
to  turn  back,  ader  having  so 
nearly  accomplished  the  ascent, 
we  resolved  to  take  our  chance  of 
spending  the  night  on  whatever 
part  of  the  mountain  it  might 
overtake  us.  -  -  -  -  We  met,  as 
we  proceeded,  such  numbers  of 
unknown  and  interesting  plants, 
38  to  occasion  much  delay  in  col- 
lecting; and  were  under  die  mor- 
tifying necessity  of  passing  by 
numbers  we  saw  in  situations  dif- 
ficult of  access. 

*'  As  we  approached  the  summit, 
these  became  less  frequent,  and 
at  length  ceased  entirely.  Few 
cryptpgamous  plants  are  seen 
about  any  part' of  the  mountain ; 
and  neither  these  nor  any  others 
occur  frequently  on  the  top  of  the 
peak.  There  is  an  area  of  ten  or 
fifteen  acres,  forming  the  summit, 
which  is  nearly  level ;  and  on  this 
part  scarce  a  lichen  was  to  be 
seen.  It  is  covered  to  a  great 
depth  with  large  splintery  frag- 
ments of  a  rock  entirely  similar  to 
that  found  at  the  base  of  die  peak, 
except  perhaps  a  little  more  com- 
pact in  its  structure.  By  remov- 
ing a  few  of  these  fragments,  they 
were  found  to  rest  upon  a  bed  of 
ice,  which  is  of  great  thickness, 
and  may,  perhap,  be  as  perma- 
nent as  the  rocks,  with  which  it 
occurs. 

-  **  It  was  about  four  o'clock  p.k. 
when  the  party  arrived  on  the 
summit.  -  -  - 

*'  The  weather  was  calm  and 
clear  while  the  detachment  re- 
mained on  the  peak;  but  we  were 


snrprised  to  observe  the  air  in 
every  direction  filled  with  rach 
clouds  of  grasshoppers,  as  partially 
to  obscure  the  day.  They  had 
been  seen  in  vast  numbers  about 
all  the  higher  parts  of  the  moan- 
tain,  and  many  had  falleD  upon 
the  snow  and  perished*  It  is, 
perhaps,  difficult  to  assign  the 
cause  which  induces  these  insects 
to  ascend  to  those  highly  devat- 
ed  regions  of  the  atmosphere. 
Possibly  they  may  have  unde^ 
taken  migrations  to  some  remote 
district;  but  there  appears  not 
the  least  uniformity  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  movements.  Tbej 
extended  upwards  fW>m  the  sam- 
mit  of  Ihe  mountain  to  the  utmost 
limit  of  vision ;  and  as  the  son 
shone  brighdy,  they  could  beseen, 
by  the  glittering  of  their  wings,  at 
a  very  considerable  distance. 

"  About  all  the  woodless  parts 
of  the  mountain,  and  particidarly 
on  the  summit,  numerous  tracks 
were  seen,  resembling  those  of  the 
common  deer,  but  most  probably 
have  been  those  of  the  animal 
called  the  big  horn.'' 

The  account  of  the  Coquimbo 
owl  relates  to  the  curious  habits 
of  that  bird: 

*'  In  all  the  prairie-dogvillages 
We  had  passed,  small  o^s  bad 
been  observed  moving  briskly 
about,  but  they  had  hiUierto 
eluded  all  our  attempts  to  take 
them.  One  was  here  caught,  and 
on  examination,  found  to  be  the 
species  denominated  coquimbo, 
or  burrowing  owl,  (strix  cuniea- 
hria.)  This  fellow  citiaen  of  the 
prairie-dog,  unlike  its  grave  and 
redose  congeners,  is  of  a  social 
disposition,  and  does  not  retire 
fbom  the  light  of  the  sun,  but  en- 
dures the  strongest  mid-day  glare 
of  that  luminary,  and  is  in  all 
respects 
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Inspects  a  diurnal  bird.  It  stands 
high  upon  its  legs,  and  flies  with 
the  rapidity  of  the  hawk.  The 
coquimbo  owl,  both  in  Chili  and 
St.  Domingo,  agreeably  to  tbe  ac- 
counts of  Molina  and  Viellot, 
digs  large  burrows  for  its  habita- 
tions, and  for  the  purposes  of  in* 
cubation ;  the  former  author  gives 
us  to  understand  that  the  burrow 
penetrates  the  earth  to  a  consider- 
able depth,  whilst  Viellot  informs 
us  that  in  St.  Domingo  the  depth 
is  about  two  feet. 

"  With  us  the  owl  never  occur- 
red but  in  the  prairie-dog  villages, 
sometimes  in  a  small  flock  much 
scattered,  and  often  perched  on 
different  hillocks,  at  a  distance 
deceiving  the  eye  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  prairie-dog  itself  in  an 
erect  posture.  They  are  not  shy, 
but  readily  admit  the  hunter  with- 
in gun-shot ;  but  on  his  too  near 
approach,  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
them  rise  upon  the  wing,  uttering 
a  note  very  like  that  of  the  prai- 
rie-dogs, and  alight  at  a  short  dis- 
tance, or  continue  their  flight 
beyond  the  view. 

"The  burrows  into  which  we 
have  seen  the  owl  descend,  resem- 
bled in  all  respects  those  of  the 
prairie-dog,  leading  us  to  suppose 
either  that  they  were  common, 
though  perhaps  not  friendly  oc- 
cupants of  the  same  burrow,  or 
that  the  owl  was  the  exclusive 
tenant  of  a  burrow  gained  by 
right  of  conquest.  But  it  is  at 
the  same  time  possible,  that,  as  in 
Chili,  the  owl  may  excavate  his 
own  tenement. 

"  From  the  remarkable  coinci- 
dence of  note  between  these  two 
widely  distinct  animals,  we  might 
take  occasion  to  remark  the  pro- 
bability of  the  prairie-dog  being 
a«    unintentional    tutor    to    the 


young  owl,  did  we  not  know  that 
this  bird  utters  the  same  sounds 
in  the  West  Indies,  where  the 
prairie-dog  is  not  known  to 
exist." 


21.  Recollections  of  the  Peninsula. 
By  the  Author  of  Sketches  in 
India.     London  1823. 

The  author  o£  this  book  is  an 
officer  attached  to  the  victorious 
force  of  the  illustrious  Wellington 
in  Spain. 

His  acquaintance  with  his  sub- 
ject was  acquired  during  five 
years*  residence,  from  the  year 
1809 ;  and,  to  commence  with  the 
commencement,  we  shall  copy  his 
account  of  his  first  billet  in  Portu- 
gal (at  Santarem) : 

"  The  regiment  was  quartered 
for  the  night  in  a  convent,  and  I 
received  a  billet  on  a  private 
house.  At  the  door  of  it  I  was 
met  by  the  owner,  a  gentleman- 
like looking  well-dressed  man,  of 
about  sixty,  and  of  a  very  mild, 
pleasing  address  :  he  led  the  way  to 
a  neat  apartment,  and  a  pretty  bed- 
chamber. I  was  covered  with  dust 
and  dirt,  and  declined  them  as  too 
good ;  but  how  was  my  confusion 
increased,  when  my  host  himself 
brought  me  water  in  a  silver 
basin  to  wash,  while  his  ffood  lady 
presented  me  with  chocolate,  bear- 
ing it  herself  on  a  salver.  I  jfeared 
that  they  had  mistaken  my  rank 
from  my  two  epaulettes,  and  lex- 
plained  to  them  that  I  was  a  simple 
Lieutenant.  No;  they  well  knew 
my  rank,  but  did  not  pay  me  the 
less  attention :  they  perfumed  my 
chamber  with  rose-water,  took  off 
my  knapsack  with  their  own  hands, 
and  then  left  me  to  refresh  myself 
by  washing  and  dressing,  ai^  to 
recover  from  tbe  pleasing  ast(»ish- 

ment 
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ment  into  whidi  their  eordial  and 
^Ike  reception  had  tlirown  me. 
fn  the  evening  my  party  dined 
here,  and  the  worthy  host  present- 
ed us  with  some  magnuns  of  fine 
old  wine,  and  the  choicest  fruit. 
We  made  scruples ;  he  over-ruled 
them  with  true  and  unaffected  hos- 
pitality, and  we«  in  return,  pressed 
on  his  acceptance  six  hottles  of 
excellent  Satrterne,  the  remains  of 
ocrr  smaQ  stock  of  French  wine. 

"  Such  was  my  treatment  in  the 
first  billet  1  ever  entered  in  Portu- 
gal, and  such,  with  vtry  ftto  ex- 
ceptions, was  the  character  of  the 
reception  given  by  Portuguese  of 
all  classes,  according  to  their 
means,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  peninsula  struggle,  to  the 
British  army  :  rich  and  poor,  the 
dergy  and  laity,  the  fidalgo  and 
the  peasant,  all  expressed  an 
eagerness  to  serve,  and  readiness 
to  honour  us.  In  these  early 
marches,  the  vitta,  the  monastery, 
and  the  cottage  were  thrown  open 
at  the  approach  of  our  troops; 
the  best  apartments,  the  neatest 
cells,  the  humble  but  only  beds, 
were  ifli  resigned  to  the  march- 
worn  officers  and  men,  widi  un- 
disgmsed  cheerfulness.  It  is 
with  pun  I  aim  compelled  to  con- 
fess, that  the  manners  of  my 
strange,  but  w^ll*  meaning,  coun- 
trymen soon  wrought  a  change  in 
the  kind  dispositions  of  this  peo- 

This  quotation  nay  appro- 
priately be  followed  by  o  more 
striking  picture  of  a  bmmaek : 

'*  It  is  a  pleasing  sight  to  see 
a  cohmm  arrive  at  its  halting- 
gretittd.  The  camp  is  generally 
-marked  out,  if  circumstances  aHow 
of  it,  on  the  edge  of  some  wood, 
and  near  a  river  m*  stream.  The 
tiMpt  arduAted  in  'dpencolimrms. 


Arms  pfled,  picquets  and  guar& 
paraded  and  posted,  and,  in  two 
minutes,  all  appear  at  home. 
Some  fetch  large  stones  to  form 
fbe-places ;  o^ers  hurry  off  with 
canteens  and  kettles  for  water, 
while  the  wood  resoimds  with  the 
blows  of  the  bill-hook.  Dis- 
persed, under  the  more  distant 
trees,  you  see  the  officers ;  some 
dressing,  some  arranging  a  few 
boughs  to  shelter  them  by  night ; 
others  kindling  their  own  fires; 
while  the  most  active  are  seen  re- 
turning firom  the  village  laden  with 
bread,  or,  from  some  lock  of  goats 
feeding  near  us,  with  a  supply  of 
new  milk.  How  often,  under  some 
spreading  cork-tree,  whidh  offered 
shade,  shelter,  and  fuel,  have  I 
taken  up  my  lodging  for  the  night ; 
and  here,  or  by  some  gargling 
stream,  my  bosom  fanned  hy  what- 
ever air  was  stirring,  made  my 
careless  toilet,  and  sat  down  with 
men  I  both  liked  and  esteemed,  to 
a  coarse  but  wholesome  meal,  sea- 
soned by  hunger  and  by  cheerful- 
ness. The  rude  simplicity  of  this 
life  I  found  most  pleasing.  An 
enthusiastic  admirer  of  nature,  I 
was  glad  to  move  and  dwell  amid 
her  grandest  scenes,  remote  torn 
cities,  and  unconnected  with  whit 
is  called  society.  Her  mountains, 
her  forests,  and,  sometimes,  her 
bare  and  bladeless  plains,  yielded 
me  a  passing  home :  her  rivers, 
streams,  and  springs,  cooled  my 
brow  and  allayed  my  thirst.  The 
inconvenience  of  one  camp  taught 
me  to  enjoy  the  next;  and  I 
learned  (a  strange  lesson  for  the 
thoughtless)  that  wood  and  water, 
diade  and  grass,  were  luxuries.  I 
saw  the  sun  set  every  evening:  I 
saw  him  rise  again  each  morning 
in  jdl  his  majesty,  and  I  fdt  that 
my  very  existence  was  a*  blessing. 
Strange, 


AND    SELECTIONS. 


[167] 


e,  indeed,  to  observe  how 
soon  taoi,  delicately  brought  up, 
can  inure  theimelve^to  any  thing. 
Wrapt  in  a  blanket,  or  a  doak,  the 
head  reelining  on  *a  stone  or  a 
knapsack,  covered  by  the  dews  of 
nig^t,  or  drenched  perhaps  by  the 
diunder-shower,  sleeps  many  a 
youth,  to  whom  the  carpeted 
chamber,  the  curtained  couch,  and 
the  bed  of  down,  have  been  from 
infancy  &miliar." 

"  A  hivouack  in  heavy  weather 
does  not,  I  allow,  present  a  very 
OMnfortable  •appearance.  The 
officers  sit  shivering  in  their  wet 
tents,  idle  and  angry  till  dinner- 
time, afler  which  they  generally 
contrive  to  kill  the  evening  with 
mulled  wine,  round  a  camp-kettle 
lid  filled  with  hot  wood-ashes  by 
way  of  a  fire.  The  men,  with  their 
forage  caps  drawn  over  their  ears, 
huddle  together  under  banks  or 
walls,  or  crowd  round  cheerless, 
smoky  fires,  cursmg  their  comm^is* 
earies,  the  rain,  and  the  French. '^ 

Another  view  occurs  upon  a 
march,  going  to  sick  quarters : 

'*  At  the  distance  of  2  leagues 
from  Estremos,  the  sun  set 
with  the  most  threatening  appear- 
ances. A  sky  heavily  overcast ; 
a*  breathless,  yet  speaking  stillness 
around  us;  far  off,  amid  the 
southern  hills,  a  low  muttering 
«ound,  that  faintly  reached  us ; 
all  foretold  a  violent  antumnal 
etorm.  Being  both  invalids,  we 
-felt  not  a  little  anxiousabout  shel- 
ter, and  spurred  forward ;  but 
84vength  was  denied  me,  and  I  fell 
on  the  neck  of  my  horse,  nearly 
fainting :  the  colonel  would  not 
leave  me,  and  bidding  me  recline 
on  my  saddle,  made  his  groom 
lead  my  animal  by  the  bridle. 
Here  you  may  frequently  travel 
from  one. town  to  another  without 


pasinig  a  vfllage,  a  country-house, 
a  cottage,  or  indeed  a  human 
being.  No  clean  ale-house,  as  in 
England ;  no  rustic  auberge,  as  in 
France,  invites  you  to  refreshment 
and  repose.  If  you  are  benight- 
ed, and  the  weather  be  fine,  you 
must  betake  yourself  to  the  first 
tree ;  if  it  be  stormy,  and .  yi»u  have 
no  baggage,  or  conveniencies  for 
encamping,  you  must  wander  on* 
Luckily,  however,  for  us,  we  es- 
pied a  light  at  some  distance  from 
the  road,  and  made  towards  it  It 
proceeded  from  a  solitary  cottage ; 
and  a  woman,  who  answered  to 
our  knocks,  expressed  her  willing- 
ness to  receive  us.  Wretched  as 
was  her  appearance,  I  never  saw 
more  cordiaj,  more  fearless  hospi« 
tality:  she  heaped  up  her  little 
fire,  killed  and  stewed  for  us  two 
out  of  the  few  cliickens  she  had« 
spread  for  us  two  straw  mattresses 
near  the  hearth,  and  regarded  us 
the  while  with  looks  of  the  most 
benevolent  pleasure.  Seated  on  a 
rude  bench  of  cork,  near  this 
cottage  fire,  I  thankfully  partook 
of  the  repast  she  prepared ;  and 
while  the  thunder  burst  in  peals 
the  most  loud  and  awful  over  our 
heads,  and  the  pouring  rain  beat 
rudely  on  her  humUe  dwelling, 
with  a  heartfelt  sensation  of  gra- 
titude I  composed  myself  to  rest 
*'  Comfinrt  is  ever  comparative; 
and,  after  all,  if  his  washes  be 
moderate,  how  litde  does  man  re- 
quire* Sick,  hungry,  and  ex- 
hausted, I  wanted  shelter,  food, 
and  repose :  I  enjoyed  all  these 
blessings  ;  the  storm  raged  with- 
out, but  not  a  raindrop  fell  on 
me.  1  never  ate  with  a  keener 
relish,  I  never  passed  a  night  in 
more  sweet  or  refreshing  slumbers. 
Yet  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the 
hotel  in  England  which,  in  the 
caprice 
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capnctt  of  gicknewi  would  have 
latisfied  all  my  wants  and  wishes? 
When  we  rose  with  the  morniog 
to  depart,  our  good  hostess  was 
resolute  in  refusing  any  remune- 
ration, though  the  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  her  hovel,  and  the 
rags  on  her  children,  bespoke  the 
extreme  of  poverty.  '  No/  said 
•he ;  *  the  saints  guided  you  to 
my  threshold,  and  I  thank  them. 
My  husband,  too,  was  journeying 
yesterday,  perhaps  last  night, 
amid  that  thunder-storm  ;  he  also 
knocked  at  some  Christian's  door, 
and  found  shelter.'  " 

But  all  the  foregoing  yield  to 
the  first  encounter : 

-  -  -"  Two  hours  before  break  of 
day,  the  line  was  under  arms ;  but 
the  two  hours  glided  by  rapidly 
and  silently.  At  last,  just  as  the 
day  dawned,  a  few  distant  shots 
were  heard  on  our  lefl,  and  were 
soon  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
cannon,  and  the  quick,  heavy,  and 
continued  roll  of  musquetry.  We 
received  orders  to  move,  and  sup- 
port the  troops  attacked:  the 
whole  of  Hill's  corps,  amounting 
to  fourteen  thousand  men,  was 
thrown  into  open  column,  and 
moved  to  its  left  in  steady  double 
quick,  and  in  the  highest  order. 

'*  When  within  about  a  furlong 
of  one  of  the  points  of  attack, 
from  which  the  enemy  was  just 
then  driven  by  the  seventy-fourth 
regiment,  I  cast  my  eye  back  to 
see  if  I  could  discover  the  rear  of 
our  divisions :  eleven  thousand 
men  were  following ;  all  in  sight, 
all  in  open  column,  all  rapidly  ad- 
vancing in  double  quick  time.  No 
one,  but  a  soldier,  can  picture 
to  himself  such  a  sight ;  and  it  is, 
.even  for  him,  a  rare  and  a  grand 
one.  It  certainly  must  have  had 
a  very  strong  effect  on  sudi  of 


the  enemy  as,  from  the 
of  the  ridge,  which  they  had  moat 
intrepidly  ascended,  bdield  it,  and 
who,  ignorant  of  Hill's  preaeiioe« 
thought  they  had  been  attacking 
the  extreme  of  the  British  right. 
We  were  .halted  exactly  in  rear 
of   that   spot,    from   which    the 
seventy-fourth  regiment,  having 
just  repulsed  a  column,  was  re* 
tiring    in    line,  with    the    most 
beautiful  regularity,  its  colours  all 
torn  with  shot.     Here  a  few  shells 
flew  harmlessly  over  our  line,  but 
we  had  not  the  honour  of  beii^ 
engaged.    The  first  wounded  man 
I  ever  beheld  in   the  field  was 
carried  past  me,  at  this  moment : 
he  was  a  fine  young  Englishman, 
in  the  Portuguese  service,   and 
lay  helplessly  in  a  blanket,  with 
both  his  legs  shattered  by  cannon- 
shot.     He  looked  pale,  and  big 
drops  of  perspiration  stood  on  his 
manly  forehead ;    but  he  spoke 
not — his  agony  appeared  unutter- 
able.      I    secretly  wished     him 
death ;  a  mercy,  I  believe,   that 
was  not  very  long  withheld.  About 
this  time.  Lord  Wellington,  with 
a  numerous   staff,   galloped  up, 
and     delivered     his    orders     to 
General     Hill,     immediately    in 
front  of  ova  corps ;   I  therefine 
distinctly  overheard  him.       *If 
they  attempt    this    point  again» 
Hill,  you  will  give  them  a  volley^ 
and  charge  bayonets  ;  but  don't 
let  your  people  follow  them  too 
far  down  die  hill.'     I  was  particu- 
larly struck  with  the  style  of  this 
order,  so  decided,  so  manly,  and 
breathing  no  doubt  as  to  the  re- 
pulse of  any  attack  ;  it  confirmed 
confidence.      Lord  Wellington's 
simplicity  of  manner  in  the  ddi^ 
very  of  orders,  and  in  command, 
is  quite  that  of  an  able  man.    He 
has  nothing  of  the  truncheon  about 

him ; 
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hitti';   ncitliiii^  iiill-ino'lithedy  im- 
portant, or  fttflsy :  bis  orders,  on 
the  field,   sre   all    short,   quick, 
dear,  and  to  the  purpose.    The 
French,  however,  never  moved  us 
throughout  the  day:    their  two 
desperate  assaults  had  been  suc- 
cessfully repelled,  and  their  loss, 
as  compared  to  ours,  exceedingly 
severe.     From  the  ridge,  in  front 
of  our  present  ground,  we  could 
see  them  far  better  than  the  even- 
ing before ;  arms,  appointments, 
uniforms,  were  all  distinguishable. 
They  occupied  themselves  in  re- 
moving their  wounded  from  the 
loot  of  our  position  ;  but  as  none 
of  their  troops  broke  up,  it  was 
generally    concluded    that     they 
would  renew  their  attacks  on  the 
morrow.      In  the  course  of  the 
day,  our  men  went  down  to  a 
small  brook,  which  flowed   be- 
tween  the  opposing  armies,   for 
water ;  and  French  and  English 
soldiers  might  be  seen  drinking 
out  of  the  same  narrow  stream, 
and  even  leaning  over   to  shake 
hands  with    each    other.       One 
private,  of  my  own  regiment,  ac- 
tually exchanged  forage-caps  with 
a  soldier  of  the  enemy,  as  a  token 
of  regard  and   good-will.     Such 
courtesies,  if  they  do  not  disguise, 
at  least  soften  the  horrid  features 
of  war ;  and  it  is  thus  we  learn  to 
reconcile  our  minds  to  scenes  of 
blood  and    carnage.      Towards 
sun-set,  our  picquets  were  sent 
down   the  hill,  and  I  plainly  saw 
them  posted  among  the  corpses 
of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the 
morning.     Nothing,  however,  im- 
mediately near  us,  presented  the 
idea  of  recent  slaughter ;  for  the 
loss,  on  our  side,  was  so  partial, 
and  considering  the  extent  of  our 
line,  so  trifling,    that  there  was 
little,  if  any,  vestige  of  il :  not  so 


the  enemy's ;  but  as  they  suffered 
principally  on  their  retreat  down 
the  hill,  their  slain  lay  towards 
the  bottom  of  it ;  from  whence, 
indeed,  they  had  been  removing 
their  wounded. 

"The  view  of  the  enemy's 
camp  by  night  far  exceeded,  in 
grandeur,  its  imposing  aspect  by 
day.  Innumerable  and  brilliant 
fires  illuminated  all  the  country 
spread  below  us :  while  they  yet 
flamed  brightly,  the  shadowy 
figures  of  men  and  horses,  and 
the  glittering  piles  of  arms,  were 
all  visible.  Here  and  there,  in- 
deed, the  view  was  interrupted  by 
a  few  dark  patches  of  black  fir, 
which,  by  a  gloomy  contrast, 
heightened  the  effect  of  the  pic- 
ture ;  but,  long  af^er  the  flames 
expired,  the  red  embers  still  emit- 
ted the  most  rich  and  glowing 
rays,  and  seemed,  like  stars,  to 
gem  the  dark  bosom  of  the  earth, 
conveying  the  sublime  idea  of  a 
firmament  spread  beneath  our 
feet.  It  was  long  before  I  could 
tear  myself  from  the  contempla- 
tion of  this  scene.  Earnestly  did 
I  gaze  on  it :  deeply  did  it  impress 
me ;  and  my  professional  life  may 
never,  perhaps,  again.present  to  me 
any  military  spectacle  more  truly 
magnificent.  Every  one  was  fully 
persuaded  that  the  morning  would 
bring  with  it  a  general  and  bloody 
engagement." 

Again — "  The  battle-array  of  a 
large  army  is  a  most  noble  and 
imposing  sight.  To  see  the  hostile 
lines  and  columns  formed,  and 
prepared  for  action;  to  observe 
their  generals  and  mounted  of- 
ficers riding  smartly  from  point 
to  point,  and.  to  mark  every  now 
and  then,  one  of  their  guns  open- 
ing on  your  own  staff  reconnor- 
tring  them,  is  a  scene  very  ani- 
mating, 
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»ftU«g»  and  a  fioe  piielude  to  » 
general  engegemenu  On  your 
own  side,  too,  the  hanvm^ing  of 
flints  and  loosening  of  ^eartridges ; 
the  rattle  of  guns  and  tumbrils,  ^s 
they  come  careering  up  to  take 
their  a{4x>inted  stations  ;  and  ^he 
swift  galloping  of  aide-de*caJ3Dps 
in  every  direction,  here  briqgii^ 
reports  to  their  generals,  there 
conveying  orders  to  the  attacking 
eokimns,  all  speak  of  peril  and 
death,  but  also  of  anticipated  vic- 
tory ;  and  so  cheeringly,  that  a 
seasittion  of  proud  hope  swells 
the  bosotn,  which  is  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  the  feeling  of  exults- 
ti^  m  the  secure  moment  of  pur- 
suit and  triuoBfih." 

Sometimes  a  small  river  oi^y 
divided  the  armies,  and  the  out* 
posts  chatted  across. 

Walking  by  the  river  side,  we 
observed  several  French  officers. 
They  saluted  us,  with  a  '  Bon 
jour.  Messieurs;'  «nd  we  soon 
fell  into  conversation.  They  were 
exceedingly  courteous — They  ask- 
ed after  Lord  W^lington ;  prais- 
ing him  .greatly  for  his  conduct  of 
the  campaign.  They  next  en- 
quired, if  our  kiiig  was  not  dead  ; 
and  on  our  replying  that  he  was 
not,  ose  of  them  repeated,  <  Le 
gSn^ral  dit,  que  tout  le  monde 
aime  votre  Roi  George,  qu'il  a  ^te 
bon  p^re  de  famille,  et  bon  p^ve 

de  son  peuple.' A  great  deal 

of  good-humour  prevailed  ;  we 
quizied  each  other  freely.  -  -  - 
They  had  a  theatre;  and  asked 
ns  to  come  over,  «Dd  witness  the 
performance  4>f  that  evening;, 
whidi  would  be,  'L'Entree  des 
Fran9ois  dans  Lisbon.'  A  friend 
of  mineiTOOst  readily  replied,  thiat 
he  recommended  to  them  "La 
n^petkion  d'une  nouvelle  pi^oe, 
'LaFuitedes  Ffan9ois/"    They 


biwt  into  4k  l^Dg»  loud»  asA  L 
ral  la^gb:— the  joke  was  V90 
good,  too  home.  Their  genevd, 
however,  did  not  think  it  wise  to 
remain  longer  ;  but  be  puUed  pff 
his  hat,  and  wishing  us  good  dfiy 
with  perfect  good-»humour,  went 
up  the  hill,  and  dbegsoup  imme- 
diately dispersed." 

Of  Vittoria  we  have  not  only 
an  excellent  general  accouBt»  but 
son^  very  affecting  details  : 

**  A  paymaster  of  a  regiment  of 
British  Infantry  had  two  sons, 
lieutenants  in  the  corps  in  which 
he  served  ;  he  was  a  widower, 
and  had  no  relations  besides  these 
youths;  they  lived  in  his  tent, 
were  his  pride  and  delight.  The 
civil  staff  of  a  regiment  uanally 
remaiu  with  the  baggage  when 
the  trocq^  eiigage,  and  join  them 
with  it  siterwards.  In  the  even- 
ing, when  this  paymaster  caiae 
up,  an  officer  met  him.  '  Mf 
boys,'  said  the  old  luaa. '  how  are 
th^  ?  Have  they  dmte  tktir  duty  f 
— '  They  have  behaved  nM»at 
nobly;  but  you  have  lost* — 
*  Which  of  them  V—'  Alas!  Jboih; 
they  are  numbered  with  the  dead.' 

A  friend  of  mine,  belonging 

So  another  corps,  lay  wounded  in 
Vittoria.  I  heard  of  it,  and  has* 
tened  to  his  billet.  I  found  bin 
reclining  on  a  sofa,  and  lo<4uDg^ 
as  I  thought,  remarkably  welL 
He  received  me  cordially  and 
obeerfuUy.  '  I  rejoice,'  said  l, 
'to  see  you  smiling ;  lyonr  injury 
is  of  course  slight.'*—*  You  are 
mistakeai ;  my  wound  is  mertal, 
and  my  hours,  I  believe,,  aie  al- 
most numbered.  I  sluill  never 
lesve  this  room  but  as  a  oorpse^ 
but  these  are  events  which  should 
never  take  a  soldier  by  surprise. 
-  -'-  He  died  in  two  di|ys.  -  •- 
Returning  £rom  bis  -funeral,  I  not 

aser- 
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a  serjeam  ^  my  regiment,  w1m> 
had  come  wkli  «n  eaoort  from  the 
division.  '  How  are  they  all,  Ser- 
jeant V  said  I,  'We  have  bst Mr. 

,'    *How?  in  an  affair?' 

— '  No ;  we  had  a  dreadful  storm 
among  the  mountains,  and  in  one  of 
the  narrowest  passes,  hims^  and 
his  horse  were  struck  by  lightnii^, 
and  killed  on  the  spot.'  This  too 
was  a  noble-minded  zealous  of- 
ficer, one  who  had  braved  many  a 
scene  of  peril,  and  whose  ambi- 
tion it  had  ever  been  to  perish  in 
the  field.  You  grow  &miHar  on 
service  with  death  and  sorrow; 
you  do  not  weep>~-but  if  he  have 
an  eye  to  observe,  and  a  heart  to 
feel,  few  men  see  or  suffer  more 
than  a  soldier." 

We  shall  conclude  by  giving 
firom  the  Sketches  a  striking  one 
of  an  Arragoneze  Guerrilla  : 

-  -  "  He  was  wounded  in  the 
leg,  and  of  course  for  a  time  in- 
capable of  service.  The  circum- 
stances 4>f  his  situation,  the  fate 
<»f  his  family,  and  his  language, 
will  explain  the  nature  both  of 
the  formation  and  feelings  of 
many  of  these  Guerrilla  corps, 
t)etter  perhaps  than  a  far  longer 
and  more  detaUed  account  of 
them.  I  asked  him  where  he 
lived,  and  under  whom  he  served. 
•Senior,'  said  he,  •!  have  no 
home,  no  relations,  nothing  save 
my  country  and  my  sword.  My 
father  was  led  out,  and  shot  in 
the  market-place  of  my  native 
village ;  our  cottage  was  burned ; 
my  mother  died  of  grief;  and  my 
wife,  who  had  been  violated  by 
the  enemy,  ficd  to  me,  then  a 
volunteer  with  Palafox,  and  died 
in  my  arms,  in  a  hospital  in  Sara- 
gossa.  I  serve  under  no  particu- 
kir  chief.  I  am  t^  miserable ;  I 
feel  too  revengeful-  to  support  the 


restraint  of  disdpUne  atid  ^ 
delay  of  manoeuvre.  I  go  <>n 
any  enterprise  I  hear  tif:  if  .1 
am  poor,  on  foot ;  if  chance  or 
plunder  has  made  wot  arich,  on 
horseback;  I  follow  the  lialdeat 
Jeader;  bvt  I  have  sworn  never 
to  dress  a  Tnie  oat  plough  a 
field  till  the  enemy  is  driven  out 
of  Spain.'  Such  was  the  despe- 
rate, the  undying  hatred  to  the 
French  ivhidi  many  of  these 
Ghierrillas  cherished  —  a  hatred 
which  often  had  its  source  in 
wrongs  and  losses  like  dioae  I 
have  related." 

29..  Travels  in  the  Interior  of 
Southern  Africa,  By  William 
J.  Burchell,  Esq.  Vol.11.  Lon- 
don, 18^4. 

The  author  set  out  from  Klaar- 
water,  journeyed  through  a  part 
of  the  Bushmen's  land,  visited 
one  considerable  kraal,  had  a 
good  deal  of  intercourse  with  the 
natives,  and  regained  the  borders 
of  the  colony  on  his  way  to  Graaf- 
freyaet. 

The  outfit  is  thus  descnbed : 
*'  The  difficulties  which  heavy 
baggage  might  occasion,  and  the 
impediment  it  might  become  in 
'Crossing  a  pathless  or  mountain- 
ous country,  were  considerations 
sufficient  to  restrain  us  from 
taking  any  thing  which  was  not 
absolutely  indispensable;  and 
when,  in  debating  this  question,  1 
put  aside  the  influence  of  hahit 
and  custom,  and  of  those  necea- 
sities  which  belong  only  to  civi- 
lized society,  I  discovered  that  we 
might  dispense  with  nearly  every 
thing ;  even  with  all  our  cooking 
utensils*  excepting  a  small  tin 
pot  and  a  tea-kettle.  Without 
either  gridiron  or  saucepan,  w^ 
cooked 
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eooked  all  our  meat,  either  btoil^ 
ed  on  the  embers,  or  stuck  on 
forked  sticks  before  the  fire.  Nor 
could  we  admit  the  encumbrance 
eren  of  plates  and  forks.  We 
therefore  entered  upon  this  jour- 
ney with  no  other  provision  than 
our  watchcoats  and  covering  for 
the  night,  our  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion, a  hatchet,  a  quantity  of 
tobacco  intended  principally  for 
presents  to  the  Bushmen,  and  five 
sheep.  To  this  I  added  for  my- 
self, three  blankets,  an  umbrella, 
and  two  tin  boxes,  one  to  hold  my 
papers,  my  journal,  and  sketches, 
my  compass,  and  a  few  other  light 
articles  of  this  kind  ;  and  the 
other,  a  change  of  linen,  and  a 
small  assortment  of  the  more  im- 
portant medicines,  particularly  the 
volatile  alkali,  or  liquid  ammonia, 
for  the  bite  of  serpents." 

'*  Kaabi  (a  Bushman)  seemed 
to  be  about  the  age  of  forty ;  se- 
date, and  rather  reserved  in  his 
manners :  but  his  wife  could  not 
have  been  more  than  fifteen,  and 
among  Bushwomen  might  certain- 
ly pass  as  pretty.  Her  height  was 
less  than  five  feet,  and  her  figure 
proportionably  delicate.  Her  face 
was  plump  and  oval ;  and,  owing 
to  her  youth,  had  not  yet.  begun 
to  exhibit  that  peculiar  Hottentot 
feature,  the  narrow-pointed  chin. 
Her  eyes  were  remarkable  for 
being  bright  and  open;  a  beauty 
which  is  never  retained  beyond 
the  days  of  youth ;  as  constant 
exposure  to  the  winds,  and  the 
glare  of  light  in  a  dry  open  coun- 
try, soon  induce  the  habit  of  al- 
ways keeping  their  eyelids  half- 
closed.    She  wore  a  leathern  cap 

ornamented  with  beads and 

was  not  without  some  personal 
vanity,  as  may  be  concluded  firom 
her  wearing  a  great  number  of 


leathern  bracelets,  and  a  pair  of 
cowry  shells  hanging  from  her 
forehead ;  and  to  which  was  add* 
ed  a  large  copper  ring  in  each 
ear.  The  beads,  which  were  dis- 
played upon  her  cap,  were  ar- 
ranged not  without  some  taste, 
and  with  great  attention  to  rega- 
larity.  Her  child,  of  which  she 
was  very  careful  and  fond,  seemed 
to  be  at  least  eight  months  old, 
and  was  never,  during  the  whole 
day,  removed  from  her  back.  It 
was  supported  there  by  one  of  the 
hinder  aprons,  turned  up  and  tied 
over  the  shoulder:  and  in  this 
situation  the  poor  little  infant  was 
suckled,  by  bringing  its  head  for- 
ward under  the  mother's  arm. 

"  At  her  back  also  she  carried 
a  roll  of  skins:  these  hang 
spread  on  the  ground  at  night, 
served  both  for  bedding  and  for 
a  protection  from  the  dampness  of 
the  earth.  To  this  load  were  add- 
ed a  sifting-mat,  and  three  sticks 
about  five  feet  in  length,  used 
either  for  assisting  in  walking,  or 
for  digging  up  the  wild  roots 
which  she  might  happen  to  ob- 
serve on  the  way." 

**  The  situation  (of  a  kraal)  was 
on  every  quarter  exposed,  and 
without  a  tree  to  interrupt  the 
view.  Bushmen,  in  pitching  their 
kraalf  always  chuse  a  spot  so  bare 
and  open  that  no  enemy  can  ap- 

? roach  them  without  being  seen. 
'he  top  of  a  hill  which  stands 
separately  on  a  plain,  is  therefore 
an  approved  site ;  because,  with 
eyes  little  inferior  in  optical  power 
to  small  telescopes,  they  can, 
while  they  themselves  remain  un- 
observed, watch,  every  movemient 
around  to  a  great  distance. 

"  I  noticed  that  the  opening  or 
entrance  of  each  hut  was  always 
directed    towards  the  inside    of 

the 
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iht  drcle»  80  that  t&e  area  Bur-* 
rounded  by  their  dwellings,  and 
where  they  keep  their  cattle  at 
night,  was  within  sight  of  all  the 
inhabitants;  and  no  attempt  by 
their  enemies  to  carry  ofF  their 
cattle  in  the  night,  could  be  made 
without  being  immediately  per* 
ceived.  With  a  view,  as  I  ima- 
gine, of  having  their  arms  always 
in  readiness,  their  hassagays  were 
stuck  upright  into  the  ground 
dose  by  the  side  of  the  hut,  being, 
in  fact,  too  long  to  be  placed  con- 
veniently within  it  ;  while  their 
quivers,  arrows  and  bows,  as 
being  their  principal  weapon,  lay 
by  their  side,  ready  at  hand  for 
the  first  moment  of  alarm."  -  -  - 
In  a  female  party  the  girls  were 
timid  and  bashful : 

•*  Their  mothers  allowed  them- 
selves more  privileges,  and  felt  no 
hesitation  in  answering  my  ques- 
tions relative  to  their  marriage 
customs.  Such  characters  as  men 
and  women  passing  their  lives  in 
a  state  of  celibacy  do  not  exist 
among  the  wild  nations  of  South- 
em  Africa ;  and  in  this  particular, 
savages  hold  a  superiority  over 
the  most  polished  nations  of 
Europe.  The  women  informed 
me,  that  girls  are  most  commonly 
betrothed  when  not  older  than  a 
child  whom  they  pointed  out  to 
me,  and  whose  age  appeared  to 
be  about  seven  years  ;  that  is, 
the  husband  early  bespeaks  her, 
in  order  to  preclude  every  other 
man,  in  the  mean  while,  from  all 
pretensions,  and  from  all  hope  of 
gaining  her:  and,  as  these  men 
l^enendly  take  a  second  wife  as 
soon  as  the  first  becomes  some- 
what advanced  in  years,  this  cus- 
tom of  securing  another  before- 
hand 18  perhaps  necessary,  in  or- 
der to  «void    those  contentions 


which  might  otherwise  arise  in 
cases  of  this  nature,  and  where 
the  girl  herself  is  seldom  allowed 
a  voice  in  choosing  her  husband. 
In  two  or  three  years,  or  less,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  after 
being  thus  betrothed,  the  girl 
changes  her  abode  from  her 
mother's  hut  to  that  of  the  bride- 
groom. These  bargains  are  made 
with  her  parents  only,  and  with- 
out ever  consulting  the  wishes 
(even  if  she  had  any)  of  the 
daughter.  They  are  ^^made  by 
ofiPering  them  a  leathern  bag,  or 
some  similar  article,  which,  if  ac- 
cepted, ratifies  and  confirms  the 
match.  I  saw  at  this  kraal  seve- 
ral mothers  who  could  not  have 
been  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
years  old. 

"When  it  happens,  which  is 
not  often  the  case,  that  a  girl  has 
grown  up  to  womanhood  without 
having  previously  been  betrothed, 
her  lover  must  gain  her  own  ap- 
probation, as  well  as  that  of  the 
parents ;  and  on  this  occasion  his 
attentions  are  received  with  an 
affectation  of  great  alarm  and  dis- 
inclination on  her  part,  and  with 
some  squabbling  on  the  part  of 
her  friends.'' 

"  Several  of  these  girls  might 
be  said  to  be  pretty,  more  on  ac- 
count of  their  youth  and  the  plea- 
sing expression  of  their  counte- 
nances, than  of  any  beauty  of  fea- 
tures ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
throughout  the  whole  nation,  one 
could  be  found  whom  a  European 
could  deem  handsome.  When,  in 
the  morning,  they  came  to  the 
general  distribution  of  tobacco, 
they  had  not  yet  performed  th» 
duties  of  their  toilet ;  but  I  now 
had  the  pleasure  of  beholding 
them  as  fine  and  as  captivating  as 
huku  and  red-ochre  could  make 

them. 
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them*  The  togmetf  «8  a  green 
powder,  was  sprinkled  over  their 
head  aed  neck,  and  the  latter, 
mixed  with  grease,  was  applied  in 
daubs  or  streaks  over  or  along 
the  nose,  and  across  the  cheek- 
bones ;  and  what  was  thought  by 
these  simple  Africans  to  be  the 
most  graceful  and  fascinating  style 
of  adorning  themselves,  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  that  which  the 
downs  and  bufibons  at  our  fairs 
have  adopted  in  order  to  render 
their  appearance  absurd  and  ridi- 
culous* 

'*  Many  of  the  w<»nen  were 
distinguished  by  having  the  hair 
of  the  forehead,  by  the  constant 
accumulation  of  grease  and  red- 
ochre,  clotted  into  large  red  lumps 
like  stone  ;  this  was  not  through 
neglect  of  cleaning  it  away,  but 
firom  a  fancy  that  it  was  highly 
becoming,  and  that  it  added 
greatly  to  their  charms.  Some 
had  die  crown  of  their  heads 
shaved,  or,  rather,,  scraped  bald» 
and  a  row  of  buttons  fastened 
round  the  remaining  hair  which 
had  been  left  in  its  natural  state. 
All  of  them  wore  bracelets,  either 
of  leather^  or  of  twisted  sinew, 
or  copper ;  and  most  of  them  were 
decorated  with  some  kind  of  or- 
nament hanging  from  the  ear. 
Their  stature  was  extremely 
sinill,  and  their  figure  in  general 
ddicate ;  their  height  being  uni- 
versally lets  tbaa  five  feet. 

"  With  regard  to  ;w/ygam^,  I  was 
told  that  a  second  wife  is  never 
taken,  until  the  first,  as  before 
stated^  has  become  old,  not  in 
years,  but  in  constitution:  and 
•ometimes,  though  rarely,  a  third 
aapplies,  in  like  manner,  the 
place  of  the  second.  This  was 
generally  the  greatest  extent  of 
tl»ir  polygamy ;  nor  wer^  the  old 


wives,  on  that  account,  nqglectad 
or  left  unprovided  for  by  their 
husbands,;  but  constantly TenMuo- 
ed  with  him  on  the  same  terms  as 
before.  I  could  not  learn  that 
any  nice  feelings  of  jealousy  be- 
tween these  wives  ever  disturbed 
the  harmony  of  the  fiunily*" 

'*  Some  men  passing  by,  seemed 
much  amused  at  my  questions, 
and  joined  us:  on  which  I  in- 
quired of  the  women  if  their 
husbands  ever  beat  them ;  well 
knowing  that  this  subject  was  one 
of  great  importance  in  their  do- 
mestic arrangements.  The  men 
laughed,  and  quickly  replied*  'No, 
no.'  The  women  as  loudly  cried, 
'  Yes,  yes ;  they  beat  us  on  the 
head  —  so.'  And  sufficiently 
proved  the  truth  of  their  asser- 
tion/ by  the  ready  and  natural 
manner  in  which  they  imitated 
this  act  of  conjugal  discipline. 

*'  In  one  house,  a  little  family 
group  were  drinking  their  goats- 
milk  from  a  leathern  bowl,  and  in 
a  manner  perfectly  novel.  Of 
all  the  instruments  for  conveying 
liquid  to  the  mot^tb^  a  brush  must 
appear  the  least  adapted  to  such  a 
purpose :  but  with  no  other  means 
than  this,  they  emptied  their 
bowl;  and  perhaps  have  dia- 
covered  that  the  greater  lesgth 
of  time  which  this  mode  requires, 
prolongs  also  the  pleasure  of 
their  meal.  The  brush  was  made 
of  strong  hair,  and  of  a  thickness 
sufficient  to  fill  the  mouth.  The 
manner  of  using  it,  was  by  dip~ 
ping  it  into  the  bowl,  and  sucking 
the  milk  out  of  it." 

<^  A  short  distance  fiurther,  I  mu 
an  old  woman,  who,  having  heard 
that  I  was  desirous  of  knowing 
every  thing  relative  to  their  cua* 
toms,  vary  good  naturedly  stopped 
ne  to  show  her  bands,  and  bade 
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Hkt  dtaerfe  that  tbe  Iktle  fe)^  of 
the  rigtit  hand  ha^  lost  two  joints, 
and  that  of  the  left,  one.  She  ex- 
plained «o  me,  that  diey  had  been 
cut  off  at  difierent  times,  to  express 
grief  or  mourning  for  the  death  of 
three  daughters.  After  this,  I  look- 
ed more  attentircly  at  those  whom 
I  met,  and  saw  many  other  women, 
and  some  of  the  men,  with  their 
hands  mutilated  in  the  same  man- 
ner; but  it  was  only  their  little 
fingers  which  were  thus  shortened ; 
and  probably  the  loss  of  those 
joints  was  found  to  occasion  no  in- 
convenience." 

"  The  heads  of  all  their  arrows 
were  covered  with  a  deadly  poison ; 
but  they  explained,  that  some  were 
more  especrally  intended  to  be  used 
against  their  enemies,  and  that 
odiers  were  made  only  for  killing 
jame* 

•*  Many  of  the  men  were  ob- 
served to  have  lost  an  eye,  but  the 
cause  which  they  assigned  for  this 
has  not  been  recorded  in  my  joiuv 
nal,  and  I  will  therefore  not  incur 
the  risk  of  misleading  by  any  sur- 
mise of  my  own.  The  feet  is  re- 
markable." 

"  Their  dancing  is  of  a  singular 
kind ;  and  I  know  not  if,  among 
an  the  tribes  of  savages  on  the 
globe,  any  thing  similar  iis  to  be 
found:  it  certamly  is  not  to  be 
met  with  in  any  civilized  nation. 
One  foot  remains  motionless,  while 
the  other  dances  in  a  quick,  wild,  ir- 
regular manner,  changing  its  place 
but  little,  though  the  knee  and  leg 
is  turned  from  side  to  side  as  much 
as  the  attitude  will  allow.  The 
arms  have  little  motion,  their  duty 
being  to  support  the  body.  The 
dancer  continues  singing  all  the 
while,  and  keeps  time  with  every 
movement;  sometimes  twisting  the 
body  m  sudden  starts,  till  at  last. 


as  if  fktigtfied  by  the  violetiee  of 
his  exertions,  he  drops  upon  the 
ground  to  recover  breath ;  still 
maintaining' the  spirit  of  tbe  dance, 
and  continuing  to  sing,  and  keep 
time  by  the  motion  of  his  body,  to 
the  voices  and  accompaniments  of 
the  spectators.  In  a  few  seconds 
he  starts  up  again,  and  proceeds- 
with  renewed  vigour.  When  oAe- 
foot  is  tired  out,  or  has  done  its 
share  of  the  dance,  the  other  comes 
forward  and  performs  the  same 
part ;  and  thus,  changing  legs  from* 
time  to  time,  it  seemed  as  though 
he  meant  to  convince  his  iriends 
that  he  could  dance  for  ever. 

"  Round  each  ankle  he  wore  a 
sort  of  rattle,  made  (in  this  in- 
stance) of  four  ears  of  the  spring- 
buck, sewed  up  and  containing  it 
quantity  of  small  pieces  of  ostrich* 
egg  shell,  which  at  every  motion 
of  the  foot  produced  a  sound  that 
was  not  unpleasant  or  harsh,  but 
gready  aided  the  general  effect  of 
the  performances. 

"  Although  only  one  person 
could  dance  at  a  time,  the  sur- 
rounding company  were  not  there- 
fore the  less  employed  or  amused  t 
all  joined  in  the  accompaniments^ 
and  were  equally  essential  with  the 
dancer  himself  to  the  evening's  en- 
tertainment, and  contributed  not 
less  to  the  pleasure  it  affbrdedr 
These  accompaniments  consisted 
in  singing,  and  beating  the  drum. 
Every  one  of  the  party  sang,  and 
and  all  kept  time  by  gently  clap- 
ping hands.  The  words  made  use 
of,  and  which  had  no  meaning  in 
themselves,  were  simply  Aye  O, 
Aye  V,  repeated  during  the  whole 
time;  and  at  the  sound  0,  the 
hands  were  brought  together :  the 
dancer  only  using  the  syllables 
Wawakoo,  Both  men  and  women 
assisted  in  this  singing,  and  though 
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not  in  uniaoDy  were  8101  oorrecdy 
in  hannony  with  each  other:  but 
the  voices  of  the  girls,  pitched  a 
fifth  or  sixth  higher,  were  main- 
tained with  more  animation. 

"  The  drum  was  nothing  more 
than  a  bambuSf  or  wooden  jug, 
having  a  piece  of  wet  parchment 
strained  over  the  top,  and  contain- 
ing a  little  water.  This  instru- 
ment was  occasionally  inverted  for 
the  purpose  of  wetting  the  parch- 
ment, as  often  as  it  became  dry. 
It  was  beaten  with  the  right  fore- 
finger, by  one  of  the  women; 
while  she  regulated  the  pitch,  or 
quality  of  the  sound,  by  placing 
the  forefinger  and  thumb  of  her 
left  hand  upon  the  parchment  It 
seemed  to  be  accurately  in  tune 
with  the  voices  of  the  assembly ; 
a  concordance  which  could  hardUy 
be  accidental.'' 

"  One  of  the  women,  who  had  a 
child  at  her  back,  seemed  to  be 
eagerly  in  search  of  something 
which  she  saw  between  the  folds 
of  her  luuross  and  the  twists  of 
her  bracelets,  and  leathern  neck- 
lace. I  noticed  that  her  hand  was 
frequendy  lifted  to  her  mouth,  or 
held  out  to  her  babe.  My  curio- 
sity induced  me  to  look  more  nar- 
rowly into  these  operations,  and  I 
discovered,  not  without  some 
strong  sensations,  that  the  objects 
of  her  active  and  earnest  pursuit 
were  certain  little  crawling  things, 
which,  tliough  in  England  viewed 
with  disgust,  were  here  sought  for 
with  complacence,  and  presented 
by  an  affectionate  mother  to  her 
tender  infant,  who  held  out  its 
little  innocent  hand  to  receive 
them  as  bonbons,** 

«<  Speelman  and  Juli  had  yester- 
day separated  from  the  rest,  for 
the  purpose  of  hunting,  and  had, 
though  on  horseback,  been  absent 


the  whole  night.  But  Juli  caiae 
home  this  morning  widi  the  agree- 
able information  of  their  having  shot 
a  large  male  katma  (or  eiond,)  which 
he  had  left  in  the  plain  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  northward,  and 
a  few  miles  to  the  right  of  our 
course.  They  had  also  fallen  in  with 
two  lions,  but  had  wiselv  declined 
having  any  dealings  with  them. 

'*  We  therefore  immediately 
packed  up  our  baggage,  and  de- 
parted, under  his  guidance.  The 
day  was  exceedingly  pleasant,  and 
not  a  cloud  was  to  be  seen*  Fcht 
a  mile  or  two,  we  travelled  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  which  in 
this  part  abounded  in  taU  mat- 
rushes.  The  dogs  seemed  mudi 
to  enjoy  prowling  about  and  exa- 
mining every  bushy  place,  and  at 
last  met  with  some  object  among 
the  rushes,  which  caused  them  to 
set  up  a  most  vehement  and  deter- 
mined barking.  We  explored  the 
spot  with  caution,  as  we  suspected 
from  the  peculiar  tone  of  thdr 
bark  that  it  was,  what  it  proved 
to  be,  lions.  Having  encouraged 
the  dogs  to  drive  them  out,  a  task 
which  they  performed  with  great 
willingness,  we  had  a  fuU  view  of 
an  enormous  black-maned  lion 
and  a  lioness.  The  latter  was 
seen  only  for  a  minute,  as  she 
made  her  escape  up  the  river 
under  concealment  of  the  rushes ; 
but  the  lion  came  steadily  for^ 
ward,  and  stood  still  to  look  at  us. 
At  this  moment  we  felt  our  situa- 
tion not  free  from  danger,  as  the 
animal  seemed  preparing  to  spring 
upon  us,  and  we  were  standing 
on  the  bank  at  the  distance  of 
only  a  few  yards  from  him,  most 
of  us  being  on  foot  and  unarmed, 
without  any  visible  possibility  of 
escaping.  I  had  given  up  ray 
horse  to  the  hunters,  and  was  on 
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fi>ot  mjnelf ;  but  there  was  no 
time  for  fear,  and  it  wu  useless  to 
attempt  avoiding  him.  Poor  Truy 
was  in  great  alarm;  she  clasped  her 
infant  to  her  bosom,  and  screamed 
out,  as  if  she  thought  her  destruc- 
tion inevitable,  calling  anxiously  to 
those  who  were  nearest  the  ani- 
mal, Take  eare!  Take  care  I  In 
l^reat  fear  for  my  safety,  she  half 
insisted  upon  my  moving  farther 
off:  I,  however,  stood  well  upon 
my  guard,  holding  my  pistols  in 
my  hand,  with  my  finger  upon  the 
trigger;  and  those  who  had  mus- 
kets kept  themselves  prepared  in 
the  same  manner.  But  at  this  in- 
stant ihe  dogs  boldly  flew  in  be- 
tween us  and  the  lion,  and,  sur- 
rounding him,  kept  him  at  bay  by 
their  violent  and  resolute  barking. 
The  courage  of  these  faithful  ani- 
mals was  most  admirable:  they 
advanced  up  to  the  side  of  the 
huge  beast,  and  stood  making  the 
greatest  clamour  in  his  face,  with- 
out the  least  appearance  of  fesr. 
The  lion,  conscious  of  his  strength, 
remained  unmoved  at  their  noisy 
attempts,  and  kept  his  head  turn- 
ed towards  us.  At  one  moment, 
the  dogs  perceiving  his  eye  thus 
engaged,  had  advanced  close  to 
his  feet,  and  seemed  as  if  they 
would  actually  seize  hold  of  him ; 
but  they  paid  dearly  for  their  im- 
prudence, for,  without  discompo- 
sing the  majestic  and  steady  atti- 
tude in  which  he  stood  fixed,  he 
merely  moved  his  paw,  and  at  the 
next  instant  I  beheld  two  lying 
dead.  In  doing  this,  he  made  so 
little  exertion,  diat  it  was  scarcely 
perceptible  by  what  means  they 
had  been  killed.  Of  the  time 
which  we  had  gained  by  the  inter- 
fisrence  of  the  dogs,  not  a  moment 
was  lost :  we  fired  upon  him ;  one 
of  the  balls  went  throUg)i  his  side, 
1823. 


just  between  the  short  ribs,  and 
the  blood  immediately  began  to 
flow ;  but  the  animal  still  remain- 
ed standing  in  the  same  position. 
We  had  now  no  doubt  that  he 
would  spring  upon  us ;  every  gup 
was  instantly  reloaded ;  but  hap- 
pily we  were  mistaken,  and  were 
not  sorry  to  see  him  move  quietly 
away,  though  I  had  hoped  in  a 
few  minutes  to  have  been  enabled 
to  take  hold  of  his  paw  without 
danger. 

"  This  was  considered  by  our 
party  to  be  a  lion  of  the  largest 
size,  and  seemed,  as  I  measured 
him  by  comparison  with  the  dogs, 
to  be,  though  less  bulky,  as  large 
as  an  ox.  He  was  certainly  as 
long  in  body,  though  lower  in  sta- 
ture; and  his  copious  mane  gave 
him  a  truly  formidable  appear- 
ance. He  was  of  that  variety 
which  the  Hottentots  and  boors 
distinguish  by  the  name  of  the 
block  lioHi  on  account  of  the  blacker 
colour  of  the  mane,  and  which  is 
said  to  be  always  larger  and  more 
dangerous  than  the  other,  which 
they  call  the  pale  lion  (vaal  leeuw). 
Of  the  courage  of  the  lion  I 
have  no  very  high  opinion;  but 
of  his  majestic  air  and  movement, 
as  exhibited  by  this  animal,  while 
at  liberty  in  his  native  plains,  I 
can  bear  testimony.  Notwith- 
standing the  pain  of  a  wound,  of 
which  he  must  soon  afterwards 
have  died,  he  moved  slowly  away 
with  a  stately  and  measured  step." 

At  Klaarwater,  the  chief  inci- 
dent which  occurred  was  the  biting 
off  of  the  tails  of  three  of  the  oxen 
one  night  by  the  Wilde  Hotiden 
(wild  dogs).  **  This  species  of 
hyena  is  remarkable  for  hunting  in 
regular  packs  :  though  in  general 
a  nocturnal  animal,  it  firequently 
pursues  its  prey  by  day ;  and|  as  it 
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is  well  formed  by  nature  for  6peed, 
none  but  tbe  fleeter  animals  ean 
escape.  Sheep  and  oxen,  thetc^- 
fore,  are  more  particularly  exposed 
to  its  attaeks:  the  first  openly, 
but  the  latter  only  by  stealth,  as 
in  the  present  instance,  surprising 
them  in  their  sleep,  and  suddenly 
biting  off  the  taih  which  the 
large  opening  and  great  power  of 
their  jaws  enable  them  to  do  with 
ease. 

**  I  have  never  heard  (continues 
the  author)  that  large  cattle  are 
assaulted  by  them  in  any  other 
way ;  but  the  loss  of  their  tail  is 
a  cruel  inconvenience  to  cows  and 
oxen,  in  a  country  where  the 
warmth  of  the  climate  subjects  them 
to  great  annoyance  from  flies." 

**  Observing  a  family  busied  in 
taking  their  house  to  pieceib,  t 
amused  myself  in  watching  the 
progress  of  dieir  work,  supposing 
they  were  about  to  pack  it  up  and 
depart ;  but  as  soon  as  this  was 
done,  they  carried  all  the  mate- 
rials, after  having  well  beaten 
them,  to  a  distance  only  of  a  few 
yards,  where  they  soon  erected  it 
again.  The  whole  operation  of 
pulling  down,  removing, and  build- 
iog  up,  occupied  no  more  than  six 
hours ;  and  it  might  possibly  have 
been  done  in  much  less  time.  On 
inquiring  the  reason  of  what  I 
thought  an  odd  whim,  their  thus 
taking  so  much  trouble  and  only 
to  move  so  short  a  distance,  one 
of  the  women  convinced  me  of 
their  having  very  good  cause  for 
dianging  the  place,  as  the  spot 
was  swarming  with^a^.  This  is 
a  domestic  misfortune  very  com- 
mon among  Hottentots;  and  as 
the  active  little  insect  is  always 
found  to  be  too  powerful,  they 
endure  this  e]e(;tment,  as  one  of 
the  unavoidable  evils  of  life,  and 
quietly  retreat,  leaving  their  nu* 


ftuerbU^  enemies  ftt  pojul^MiMof  Aie 
field.  lil  #ttrm  dry  cUmatM  IMW 
inseicts  are  every  where  tr<Mibte- 
BotAe.  The  Diitch  colonists,  «Hlb 
in  gehetal  ixe  (ki  firdm  being  n^- 
lectfnl  of  domestic  cleanliness,  are 
in  the  summer  obliged  frequently 
to  sprinkle  their  floors  with  water, 
a  method  which  is  found  to  be 
efiectual  for  driving  them  away. 
But  the  Hottentots,  to  save  them- 
selves this  daily  trouble,  pref^n- 
that  of  occasionally  removing 
their  huts  altogether." 

An  idea  may  be  fofmed  of  the 
distress  to  which  the  author  was 
exposed  in  travelling,  by  quoting 
a  description  of  his  suflerings(even 
within  the  bounds  of  the  colony) 
in  descending  firom  the  Spitakop 
(Peak,)  or  highest  point  of  the 
mountain  range,  called  Sneenw- 
berg  (Snow  Mountains). 

"  All  were  now  wrapped  up  in 
every  piece  of  clothing  they  pos*- 
sessed;  and  Ruiter  had  so  tied 
himself  up  in  skins  of  various  sorts 
and  colours,  sheep-skins,  leopard- 
skins,  and  goat-skin^,  that  he  look- 
ed more  like  an  automaton  pile  of 
furs  than  a  man.  The  rain  and 
mist  became  colder  as  we  ad- 
vanced ;  or  rather,  we  felt  it  more 
keenly  in  proportion  as  we  lost  the 
warmth  which  we  had  acquired  by 
the  fire-side.  The  mist  penetrated 
where  the  rain  could  not;  and 
every  thing  was  either  .wet  or 
damp.  The  cohl  grew  more  pierc- 
ing, and  my  people  more  silent  and 
dejected,  t  endeavoored  to  keep 
up  tiieir  spirits,  by  assuring  them 
that,  as  soon  as  we  should  descend 
the  mountain,  we  should  find  fair 
and  warm  weather,  for  we  were 
then-^nong'  the  clouds,  or  rather, 
the  clouds  had  sunk  upon  tis.  Yet, 
though  much  chilled  and  benumb- 
ed, I  did  not  myself  suflfer  so  much 
as   my    Klaarwater    Hottentots: 
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they  had  long  been  accustomed 
only  to  the  warm  climate  of  the 
TraDsgari^iiie,  and  three  of  them 
were,  hondee,  advattced  in  years, 
and  on6  of  these  much  enfeebled 
by  age.  Speehnan  and  FhiUp^  who, 
like  myself,  had  been  somewhat 
hardened  by  constant  exposure  to 
every  kind  of  weather,  and  beii^i 
excepting  myself,  thb  youngest  6i 
the  party,  were  the  least  of  all 
affected  by  the  cold.  The  sh^ep, 
of  whidi  n^e  had  only  two  remain- 
ing, and  the  dogs,  began  to  droop. 
Still,  the  hope  of  soon  descending 
to  a  lower  level  gave  tes  courage 
to  go  forward. 

**  In  this  state  we  had  been  tra- 
Feiling  about  two  hours  and  a 
half,  when  Philip,  as  I  was  riding 
in  advance,  hastily  came  on  to  tell 
tne  that  the  people  were  unable  to 
proceed  any  farther,  and  that  they 
were  oi  opinion  that  the  Bushboy 
was  dying.  When  I  returned,  they 
all  declared  that  they  could  endure 
tlie  cold  no  longer.  Old  Cobus 
Berends's  counteniance  was  so 
much  changed,  and  in  so  weak  a 
voice  he  told  me  that  the  cold  had 
seized  his  heart,  that  I  really  be- 
lieved, considering  his  age,  that  he 
was  strudc  with  death.  1  had 
never  before  thought  myself  in  so 
serious  a  situlation :  the  poor  little 
BuBkboy^whOf  excepting  his  kaross, 
was  nearly  naked,  had  seated  him* 
self  down  by  the  road-side.  When 
I  went  to  him,  I  found  him  affect- 
ed to  so  alarming  a  degree,  that 
fae  had  no  power  either  to  move 
or  to  speak,  and  his  faCe  had  as- 
sumed that  peculiar  yellowness 
which,  among  blacks,  is  the  visible 
symptom  of  either  approaching 
dissolution,  or  the  decay  of  energy 
in  the  vital  functions. 

**  The  most  distressing  reflec- 
tions crowded  on  my  mind.     It 


appeared  that  the  hand  of  death 
lay  already  upon  him.     What  was 
I  to  tell  the  father  at  my  return  ? 
That  he  had  died  of  cold  ?    This 
would  not  have  been  believed.     I 
should  have  been  accused  of  being 
the  cause  of  his   death ;    or  of 
having  left  him  in  captivity  under 
some  of  the  boors.     My  return 
through    the  Bushmen's   country 
would  be  impracticable.     Kaabi, 
and  the  whole  tribe,  would  have 
considered  me  no  longer  as  their 
friend ;  but  as  one  who  had  trea- 
cherously deceived  them,  and  be- 
trayed the  confidence  of  a  father. 
The  whole  plan  of  ray  travels  .was 
deranged.     I  could  not  rejoin  qdy 
waggcms  but  by  making  a  circuit 
by  the  Sack  river  again,  and  wait- 
ing for  some  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  crossing  the  Cisgariepine. 
These    sad    forebodings    rushed 
upon  me,  and  entirely  occupied 
my  mind :  they  made  me  forget 
my  own   personal  feelings,  and 
that  every  one  of  my  men  was 
now  suffering  from  the  severity  of 
the  weather. 

"  Wft^had  therefore  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  halt,  although  in  an 
exposed  open  place,  without  a 
tree,  or  scarcely  a  bush,  that 
could  i^ord  us  shelter.  While 
those  who  were  able  to  move 
were  Unloading  the  oxen,  two 
others  went  in  search  of  fire- 
wood. This  spot  I  have  distin- 
guished on  the  map  by  the  name 
of  CM  Station:  a  name  which,  at 
this  time,  was  more  applicable  to 
it  thati  to  any  other  station  in  the 
whole  of  my  travel{(. 

'*  On  account  of  the  rain,  which 
continued  falling,  and  the  wetness 
of  our  fuel,  we  found  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  kindling  a  fire;  but 
the  people  took  care  afterwards  to 
supply  it  with  large  quantities  c^ 
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wood,  so  that  for  some  hours  it 
continued  to  hum  in  spite  of  the 
mist  and  rain. 

♦*  My  first  concern  was  to  hring 
the  Bushboy  to  life ;  for  he  had 
no  other  appealrance  than  that  of  a 
dying  person.  We  placed  him  by 
the  fire,  and  I  wrapped  him  up  in 
one  of  my  own  blankets :  but  he 
remained  for  half  an  hour  com- 
pletely speechless,  and  nearly  un- 
able to  move.'  He  took  no  notice 
either  of  the  fire  or  of  any  thing 
around  him;  and  Philip  and  Speel- 
man  repeatedly  gave  their  opinion 
that  he  would  never  speak  again. 

**  I  saw  that  it  was  necessary  to 
restore  the  activity  of  the  vital 
functions,  which  the  cold  seemed 
to  have  nearly  stopped :  I  was  re- 
gretting that  we  had  nothing  of  a 
stimulating  quality  to  give  him, 
when  the  recollection  of  having  a 
bottle  of  volatile  alkali,  gave  me 
hopes.  I  immediately  prepared 
in  water  as  much  as  half  a  tea-cup- 
ful, of  as  great  a  strength  as  could 
safely  be  administered. 

"It  would  appear  by  the  use 
which  I  made  of  it,  that  I  regard- 
ed this  medicine  as  my  panacea; 
for  I  gave  a  dose  to  the  three  old 
men ;  and  the  rest  had  so  much 
confidence  in  it,  that  they  were  de- 
sirous of  taking  some  also ;  but, 
as  I  thought  they  could  be  re- 
stored without  its  aid,  I  judged  it 
more  prudent  to  reserve  it  for 
those  who  might  have  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  bitten  by  serpents. 
Ruiter  suffered  almost  as  much  as 
the  boy,  and  was  also  speechless : 
but  the  warmth  of  the  nre  at  last 
re-animated  him.  Hans  Lucas's 
appearance  was  most  miserable, 
and  Berends's  countenance  was 
equally  sad;  but  our  Bushman 
Nieuwveld  bore  the  cold  much 
better  than  his  countryman. 

**  At  length  the  boy  was  enabled 


to  move  his  limbs ;  he  crept  neaTer 
to  the  fire,  and  in  a  little  time 
afterwards  recovered  his  speedi 
enough  to  tell  me  that  the  medi- 
cine had  done  him  much  good. 
After  nursing  him  for  about  two 
hours,  I  rejoic^  to  find  him  sufii- 
ciently  restored  to  be  able  to  eat ; 
and,  in  order  to  fortify  him  against 
the  night,  I  desired  him  to  eat  a 
large  quantity  of  food ;  a  request 
which  is  never  unseasonable  to  a 
Bushman.  Cobus,  and  the  rest, 
revived  by  degrees;  but  all  the 
party  sat  over  the  fire  very  melan- 
choly and  dejected. 

"  The  rain  now  had  ceased  for 
a  short  time,  and  the  men 'took  the 
opportunity  to  cook  their  dinner, 
or  rather,  supper.  The  apathy  or 
fbrgetfulness  of  Hottentots,  was 
here  well  exemplified:  they  had 
taken  their  own  meal  without  ever 
once  thinking  of  their  master, 
who,  in  the  mean  while,  had  been 
too  much  engaged  in  attending  the 
boy  to  think  of  himself.  But  being 
reminded  by  hunger,  I  ordered 
Philip  to  broil  a  piece  of  meat, 
while  I  sought  for  a  place  where  I 
could  pass  the  night:  for  it  was 
then  evening;  the  cloud  shad  again 
sunk  upon  us,  and  a  violent  and 
heavy  rain,  which  ceased  not  da- 
ring the  whoU  night,  had  just  com- 
menced. At  a  little  distance  from 
my  men,  I  prepared  a  spot,  by 
forming  a  layer  of  bushes  to  keep 
^y  haggage  and  bedding  firom  the 
ground,  which,  being  on  a  decli- 
vity, was  deluged  with  streams  of 
water.  As  it  would  have  been 
folly  to  spread  out  my  bed  in 
such  a  situation,  I  seated  myself 
upon  my  baggage,  and  held  the  um- 
brella over  me.  I  waited  for  near- 
ly an  hour,  expecting  supper ;  but 
nothing  was  brought.  I  at  length 
rose,  and  on  going  to  the  fire, 
found  it  extinguish^,  and  all  my 
people 
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people  wrapped  up  in  their  ka- 
rosses  for  the  night.  My  cook, 
with  true  Hottentot  sang-froid^  in- 
formed me  that  the  water,  which 
ran  down  from  the  higher  ground, 
together  with  the  rain,  had  washed 
away  the  fire  before  the  meat  was 
half  broiled.  So  that,  finding  this, 
he  had  put  the  chop  intended  for 
me  upon  the  bush,  and  laid  down 
to  sleep,  without  thinking  it  neces- 
sary to  put  me  out  of  suspense,  or 
to  let  me  know  that  1  was  to  have 
no  supper  that  evening. 

*'  I  therefore  resumed  my  seat 
upon  the  layer  of  bushes,  and  co- 
vered myself  up  with  my  watch- 
coat.  In  this  situation  I  passed  a 
miserable  night ;  with  a  cold  rain 
pouring  down  from  above,  and  tor- 
rents of  water  running  under  me. 
I  sometimes  fell  asleep;  but  my 
feet  being  seized  with  cramp,  I 
soon  awoke  again,  and  had  suffi- 
cient reason  fbr  rejoicing  at  the 
return  of  daylight." 

The  oxen  having  strayed,  the 
Hottentots  were  sent  out  to  find 
them,  and  the  following  remark- 
able circumstance  occurred : — 

-  -  -  "  One  party  was  sent  to 
explore  the  mountains ;  and,  as 
tigers  were  said  to  haunt  those 
places,  they  took  the  dogs  with 
them  for  safety.  Baboons  are  also 
met  with  here  in  great  numbers  ; 
and  unfortunately  the  dogs, 
through  a  great  antipathy  to  this 
tribe  of  animals,  pursued  a  small 
company,  which  turned  upon  them, 
and  defended  themselves  most  ef- 
fectually. They  killed  one  of  the 
dogs  on  the  spot,  by  biting  it 
through  the  jugular  artery;  and 
another  they  severely  disabled,  by 
tearing  a  large  piece  of  flesh 
out  of  its  side,  so  that  a  part  of 
the  ribs  was  laid  bare." 

"  In  our  way  over  the  plain, 
we  fell  in  with  an  ostrich's  nest  : 


if  so  one  may  call  a  bare  concavity 
scratched  in  the  sand,  six  feet  in 
diameter,  surrounded  by  a  trench 
equally  shallow,  and  without  the 
smallest  trace  of  any  materials, 
such  as  grass,   leaves,  or  sticks, 
to  give  it  a  resemblance  to  the 
nests  of  other  birds.     The  ostri- 
ches to  which   it  belonged  must 
have  been  at  that  time  feeding  at 
a  great  distance,   or   we  should 
have  seen  them    on  so  open   a 
plain.     The  poor  birds  at  their 
return   would  find  that    robbers 
had  visited   their  home   in  their 
absence,  for  we  carried  off  all  their 
cfi[gs*     Within   this  hollow,   and 
quite  exposed,  lay  twenty- five  of 
these  gigantic  eggs,  and  in   the 
trench  nine  more,  intended,  as  the 
Hottentots  observe,  as  the  first 
food  of   the  twenty-five   young 
ones.     Those  in  the  hollow,  being 
designed  for  incubation,  may  often 
prove  useless  to  the  traveller,  but 
the  others  on  the  outside  will  al-  . 
ways  be  found  fit  for  eating.     In 
the   present  instance  the    whole 
number  were  equally  good. 

"  We  made  our  dinner  from  the 
ostrich-eggs;  each   of  the  Hot- 
tentots eating  a  whole  one,   al- 
though   containing,    as    already 
mentioned,    as    much     food    as 
twenty-four  eggs  of  the  domestic 
hen.     It  is  therefore  not  surpris- 
ing that  I  found  myself  unable  to 
accomplish  my  share  of  the  meal ; 
even  with  the  aid  of  all  the  hun- 
ger which  a  long  morning's  ride 
had   given    me.      The   mode  in 
which  they  were  cooked,  was  one 
of  great  antiquity;    for  all   the 
Hottentot  race,  their  fathers,  and 
their  grandfathers'  fathers,  as  they 
express  themselves,  have  practised 
it  before  them.     A  small  hole  the 
size  of  a  finger  was  very  dexter- 
ously made  at  one  end,  and  having 
cut  a  forked  stick  from  the  bushes, 

they 
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they  introduced  it  into  the  egg^  by 
pressing  the  two  prongs  close  to- 
gether; then,  by  twirling  the  end 
of  the  stick  between  the  palms 
of  their  hands  for  a  short  time, 
they  completely  mixed  the  white 
and  the  yolk  together.  Setting  it 
upon  the  fire,  they  continued  n*e- 
quently  to  turn  the  stick,  until  the 
inside  had  acquired  the  proper 
consistence  of  a  boiled  egg.  This 
method  recommends  itself  to  a 
traveller,  by  its  expedition,  clean- 
liness, and  simplicity ;  and  by 
requiring  neither  pot  nor  water  ; 
the  shell  answering  perfectly  the 
purpose  of  the  first,  and  the 
liquid  nature  of  its  contents,  that 
of  the  other." 

'*  As  the  hunting  of  a  rhinoce- 
ros is  attended  with  danger, 
one  of  the  Hottentots  certainly 
had  some  reason  to  be  proud, 
when  he  had  in  one  day  killed  two 
of  these  formidable  animals. 

"  His  account  of  the  afikir  was, 
that  when  they  came  to  the  place 
where  tl^  Bushmen  expected  to 
find  them,  the  animals  had  changed 
the»r  ground  ;  •  but  that  it  was  not 
long  before  they  discovered  no 
fewer  than  four,  feeding  quietly 
on  the  bushes  in  another  part  of 
the  plain.  They  advanced  to- 
wardi9  the  creatures,  at  various 
distances,  according  to  each  man's 
C4»urage,  but  Speelman  came  the 
first  within  shot,  and  wounded 
one  mortally.  The  other  people 
coming  up,  fired  till  it  had  received 
seven  balls,  when  it  fell  dead.  He 
then  went  in  pursuit  of  the  other 
animals,  which  had  fied  over  the 
hills  ;  and  having  discovered  one 
in  the  middle  of  the  open  plain, 
approached  fortunately  unper- 
ceived,  and  brought  it  down  with 
a  single  ball :  nor  did  he  fail 
with  exultation  to  remark,  that  he 


had  on  that  day  fired  off  his  gvm 
but  twice,  and  at  each  time  had 
killed'  a  rhinoceros. 

<<  This  was  not  the  firBt  rhi- 
noceros which  Speelman  had  ahot 
in  the  course  of  his  life;  and  to 
prove    his    knowledge   of  these 
animals,  and  to  save  me  the  trou- 
ble of  asking  him   questioiis,  lie 
voluntarily  communicated  all  that 
he  had  learnt  by  his  own  experi- 
ence.    Their  smell,  said  he,  is  so 
keen  and  nice,  that  they  know, 
even  at  a  great  distance,  whether 
any    man    be     coming    towards 
them ;  and  on  the  first  su^icion 
of  this,  take  to  flight.    Therefore 
it  is  only  by  approaching  them 
against  the    wind,  or  from  the 
leeward,  that  the  hunter  can  ever 
expect    to    get    within    musket- 
shot.   Yet,  in  doing  this,  he  mast 
move  silently  and  cautiously,  so  as 
not  to  make  the  least  noise  in  the 
bushes,    as    he    passes    through 
them ;  otherwise  their  hearing  is 
so  exceedingly  quick,   that  they 
would  instantly  take  alarm,  and 
move  far  away  to  some  more  un* 
disturbed  spot.     But  the  danger- 
ous part  of  the  business  is,   that 
when   they   are   thus    disturbed, 
they   sometimes  become  furions, 
and  take  it  into  their  head  to  pur< 
sue  their  enemy  :  and  then,  if  thej 
once  get  sight  of  the  hunter,  it  b 
impossible  for  him  to  escape,  an. 
less  he  possess  a  degree  of  cool- 
ness and  presence  of  mind,  which, 
in  such  a  case,  is  not  always  to  be 
found.   Yet,  if  he  will  quietly  wait 
till  the  enraged  annual  make  a 
run  at  him,  and  will  then  spring 
suddenly  on  one  side  to  let  it  pass, 
he  may  gain  time  enough  for  re- 
loading his  gun,  before  the  rhi- 
noceros get  sight  of  him  amin  ; 
which,  fortunately,  it  does  slowly 
and  with  difficulty.    The  know- 
ledge 
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ledg^  of  this  impor^^ctio^  of 
sighty  which  is  occasioned  per- 
haps hy  the  excessive  smallness 
of  the  aperture  of  the  ey^  (its 
greateiit  length  being  only  one 
inch,)  in  proportion  to  the  bulk 
of  the  fmimali  encourages;  the 
hunter  to  advance  without  t^ing 
much  pains  to  conceal  himself ; 
and»  by  attending  to  the  usual 
precautions  just  mentioned,  be 
may  safely  approach  within  mus^ 
ket^shot.  This  creatureseems  to 
take  as  much  pleasure  in  wallow- 
ing in  the  mud»  as  the  hog. 

*'  Our  bullets,  plough  cast  with 
an  admixture  of  tin  to  render 
them  harder,  were  fattened,  or 
beat  out  of  shape,  by  striking 
against  the  bones ;  but  those 
which  were  fouiid  lodged  in  the 
fleshy  part,  had  preserved  their 
proper  form  ;  a  fact  which  shows 
how  little  the  hardness  of  this 
creature's  hide  corresponds  with 
the  vulgar  opinion,  of  its  being 
impenetrable  to  a  musket-))all. 

**  The  meat  of  (he  rhinoceros 
was  excellent,  and  had  much  of 
the  taste  of  beef;  and  although 
the  flesh  of  this,  which  was  an 
old  animal^  was  somewhat  tough, 
perhaps  on  account  of  being  but 
just  killed ;  yet  that  of  the  female, 
being  fatter,  proved  exceedingly 
well- tasted  and  wholesome.  The 
tongue  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced a  dainty  treat,  even  by 
an  epicure.  -  -  - 

''  The  first  view  of  this  beast 
suggested  the  idea  of  an  enor- 
mous hog,  to  which,  besides  in 
its  general  form^  it  bears  some 
outward  resemblance  in  the  shape 
of  its  skull,  the  smallness  of  its 
eyes,  and  the  proportionate  size 
of  its  ears ;  but  in  its  shapeless 
clumsy  legs  and  feet,  it  more  re- 
sembles the  hippopotamus  and 
elephant.     It  is,  in  fact,  in  many 


less  obvious  particulars,  closely 
allied  to  al(  these ;  and  hy  later 
naturalists,  has  been  well  arrang- 
ed in  the  same  class  with  them. 

"Its length  over  the  forehead 
^nd  along  the  back,  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  nose  tp  the  inser- 
tion of  the  ;ail,  was  eleven  feet 
and  two  inches  of  English  mea- 
sure; but  in  a  direct  line,  not 
more  than  nine  feet  three  inches. 
The  tail,  which  at  its  extremity  was 
complanated,  or  flattened  verti- 
cally, measured  twenty  inches ;  and 
the  circumference  of  the  largest  part 
of  the  body,  eight  feet  four  inches. 
On  examining  its  mouth,  I  found, 
agreeably  to  common  opinion,  no 
incisive  or  fore  teeth  in  eithe^r 
jaw  :  in  the  upper  jaw  on  each 
side,  were  five  large  grinders,  and 
a  smaller  one  at  the  back ;  but  in 
the  lower  there  were  six  grinders 
besides  the  small  black  tooth." 

Honey  was  also  found,  luid 
formed  a  pleasing  variety  for  the 
palate.  It  was  devoiired  in  the 
comb,  and  "  some  of  the  Hotten- 
tots professed  to  be  equally  fond 
of  the  larv9,  or  young  imperfect 
bees."  I.! 

*'  In  thp  mean  time  we  halted : 
this  gave  us  an  opportunity  of 
noticing  the  footmarks  of  lions. 
Our  Pushmen  added  t(ieir  advice 
to  keep  close  watch  over  our  cat- 
tle, as  we  were  now  entering  a 
part  of  the  country  where  those 
formidable  beasts  were  known  to 
abound*  This  fact  might,  with- 
out having  a^en  the  footmarks, 
or  without  incurring  muc)i  risk 
of  being  mistaken,  have  been  in- 
ferred from  the  great  numbers  of 
wild  animals  just  pbserved:  for, 
where  no  game  is  to  be  seen, 
there  no  lions  s^re  to  be  feared ; 
since  these,  it  is  evident,  can  live 
only  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where   they  can     procure    daily 

food. 
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food.  Travellers,  therefore,  who 
are  obliged  to  depend  upon  the 
chase  for  their  support,  will  con- 
sider the  dangers  and  inconveni- 
ence of  lions,  to  be  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  advantage 
of  abundance  of  game.  -  -  -  As 
soon  as  twilight  began  to  advance, 
we  heard  the  lions  roaring  at  a 
distance,  and  commencing  their 
nightly  prowl.  -  -  : 

"  In  the  early  part  of  the  night, 
the  jackals  at  a  little  distance 
were  yelping  around  us  ;  and, 
although  they  might  not  have 
filled  the  office  of*  lion's  provider,' 
vulgarly  assigned  to  them,  yet  I 
had  no  doubt  of  their  having  at- 
tentively performed  the  duties  of 
clearing  their  royal  master's  table. 
To  prevent  him  making  his  sup- 
per-room in  the  midst  of  our 
oxen,  we  kept  several  fires  burn- 
ing  all  night." 

On  the  d5th  of  February,  Mr. 
B.  remarks: 

"  I  now  looked  in  vain  for  that 
rosy  wild  flower-garden  which 
decorated  these  plains  on  our 
former  visit  to  the  Asbestos 
Mountains.  It  had  totally  disap- 
peared ;  and  so  astonishingly,  and 
almost  incredibly  rapid,is  the  pro- 
gress of  vegetation  in  these  re« 
gions,  with  respect  to  bulbous 
flowers,  that  in  the  short  space  of 
ten  days  the  beautiful  lilies,  then 
observed  just  coming  into  bloom, 
had  completed  their  flowering, 
and  ripened  their  seed ;  the 
flower-stems  were  dried  up,  had 
parted  from  the  roots,  and  were 
nearly  all  blown  away." 

At  a  small  kraal  of  Bushmen, 
which  lay  on  Mr.  B.'s  route — 

*'  Their  chief,  or  captain,  was 
distinguished  in  a  manner  so  sin- 
gular, that  my  Hottentots  were 
highly  diverted  at  the  ridiculous 


ifuignia  of  his  rank ;  and«  as  they 
could  not  clearly  understand  him 
proper  name,  gave  him  that  of 
Oud  Kraai-kap  (Old  Crow-head), 
as  he  wore  the  head  of  a  crow 
fixed  upon  the  top  of  his  hair. 

"It  will  be  immediately  per- 
ceived that  this  mode  of  orna- 
menting the  head  corresponds 
with  the  ancient  custom  of  distin- 
guishing men  in  armour,  by  some 
figure  placed  as  the  crest  of  their 
helmet.  '  Should  therefore  the 
science  of  heraldry  ever  be  intro- 
duced among  the  Bushmen,  the 
family  of  the  Kraaikops  would 
hereafter  be  distinguished  by  the 
crow-head  as  their  crest;  but 
what  should  be  emblazoned  on 
their  shield,  or  whether  die 
field  should  be  gules,  or  vert,  or 
sable,  can  only  be  determined  by 
the  learned  men  of  their  own 
tribe. 

"The  captain  of  this  kraal, 
having  heard  of  our  killing  the 
two  rhinoceroses  for  Kaabi,  re- 
quested me  to  stop  a  day  longer, 
and  hunt  for  him  also.  But  fear- 
ing to  establish  a  custom  which 
would  hereafter  prove  extremely 
inconvenient  to  us,  as  it  might 
lead  every  kraal  to  expect  that  we 
should  do  the  same  for  them,  I 
thought  it  most  prudent  at  once 
to  refuse  Old  Crowhead ;  though 
at  the  same  time  I  promised  htm 
a  share  of  whatever  we  might 
chance  to  kill  on  the  road,  if  he 
would  allow  some  of  his  people 
to  accompany  us  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  it  back.  On  which 
he  ordered  an  old  man  and  his 
son  to  attend  us. 

"  Both  these  people  being  ex- 
cessively thin,  and  apparently  re- 
duced to  that  state  by  want  of 
food,  they  immediately  received 
firom  my  Hottentots  the  names  of 
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Olid  and  Kleitty  Magermm,  (Old 
and  Young,  Lean-man.)  It  seem* 
ed  to  be  an  act  of  charity  to  take 
these  poor  creatures  with  us,  that 
we  might  feed  them  plentifully  for 
a  few  days. 

<*  The  Hottentots,  and,  perhaps, 
all  the  tribes  of  Southern  Africa, 
have  a  custom  of  thus  giving 
names  to  strangers  when  they  are 
of  a  different  nation  from  them- 
selves. This  arises  chiefly  from 
the  difficulty  which  they  find, 
either  in  pronouncing  or  in  re- 
membering a  name  to  which  their 
ear  has  never  been  accustomed, 
or  the  meaning  of  which  they 
do  not  understand." 


23.  A  View  of  the  past  and  present 

State  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica; 

with  Remarks  on  the  Moral  and 

Physical  Cofidition  of  the  Slaves, 

and  on  the  Jboliiion  of  Slavery  in 

the  Colonies.     By  J.   Stewart, 

late  of  Jamaica. 

The  volume  sets  out  with  the 

early   history  of  the  island:   its 

discovery  by  the  immortal  Colum- 

bu8,{its  descent  in  his  family,  its 

devolving  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 

and  its  conquest  by  the  British  in 

the  time  of  Cromwell  (a.d.  1655.)* 


At  present  it  appears  that  the 
export  of  sugar  has  diminidied; 
that  of  1 8 1 9-20  being  considerably 
less  than  that  of  1801-2;  while 
rum  is  nearly  the  same  ;  and  gin- 
ger, pimento,  and  cofiiee,  have 
largely  increased. — Of  the  canes 
grown  there  are  several  species, 
viz.  *'  the  common  cane  of  the 
island,  the  Bourbon  cane,  the 
transparent  cane,  the  ribbon  cane, 
the  Batavian  or  purple  cane,  and 
the  green  stripe  cane.  The  Bour- 
bon and  transparent  canes  are  those 
chiefly  cultivated ;  the  ribbon  cane 
is  sometimes  also  planted  on  ac- 
count of  its  hardy  nature,  being 
more  capable  of  enduring  dry  wea- 
ther tlian  the  other  two,  though  it 
yields  much  less  juice.  It  is  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  the  species, 
being  finely  variegated  with  alter- 
nate stripes  of  crimson  and  pale 
yellow,  whence  it  takes  its  name. 
The  Batavian  cane  is  in  no  estima- 
tion ;  it  is  the  least  productive  of 
all  the  species,  and  is  therefore 
merely  preserved  as  a  variety. 

"  The  wild  hog,  the  rat,  and  the 
mouse,  are  the  only  wild  quadru- 
peds in  Jamaica.  Formerly,  it  is 
said,  the  woods  abounded  with  a 
species  of  the  monkey,  but  none 
are  now  to  be  found." 


*  The  following  particalars  will  show  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  culti- 
vation, population,  and  commerce  of  Jamaica,  for  the  last  century  and  a  half: 

«« In  1673,  there  were  in  the  island  7768  whites,  and  9504  slaves.  The  chief  pro- 
ducts were  cocoa,  indigo,  and  hides.  Sugar  had  just  then  heen  begun  to  be  cul- 
tivated. 

'<  In  1722,  the  island  produced  11,000  hogsheads  of  sugar. 

"  In  1734,  there  were  7644  whites,  86,546  slaves,  and  76,011  head  of  cattle,  in  the 
island. 

«<  In  1744,  there  were  9640  whites,  112,428  slaves,  and  88,036  head  of  cattle ;  and 
the  island  produced  35,000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  10,000  puncheons  of  mm. 

'<  In  1768,  there  were  17,000  whites,  166,914  slaves,  and  135,773  head  of  cattle; 
and  55,761  hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  15,551  puncheons  of  rum  were  produced. 

"  In  1774,  the  island  produced  only  654,7001bs.  of 'coffee ;  in  1790, 1,783,740  lbs. 

"  At  present  there  are  in  Jamaica  about  350,000  slaves,  300,000  head  of  stock  ; 
and  the  annual  average  produce  maybe  about  130,000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  60,000 
puncheons  of  rum,  and  1 8,000 ,000lbs.  of  cofiRce,  &c. 

**  In  return  for  its  commodities,  Jamaica  receives  from  Great  Britain  an  annual 
supply  of  almost  all  her  manufactures.    The  exclusive  right  which  she  claims  of 

supplying 
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The  hog  IB  occasionally  huaCed 
for  his  flesh,  and  is  large  and 
fierce;  but  the  more  diminutiTe 
animal  next  mentioned,  occupies  a 
more  important  place. 

''  In  no  country  is  there  a  crea- 
ture so  destructive  of  property  as 
the  rat  is  in  Jamaica;  their  ravages 
are  inconceivable.  One  year  with 
another,  it  is  supposed  that  they 
destroy  at  least  about  a  twentieth 
part  of  the  sugar-canes  through- 
out the  island,  amounting  to  little 
short  of  £00,000/»  curirency  per 
annum.  The  sugar^-cane  is  their 
favourite  food ;  but  they  also  prey 
upon  the  Indian  com,  on  all  the 
fruits  that  are  accessible  to  them, 
and  on  many  of  the  roots.  Some 
idea  will  be  formed  of  the  immense 
swarms  of  those  destructive  ani- 
mals that  infest  this  island,  from 
the  fad,  that  on  a  single  plantation 
thirty  thousand  were  destroyed  in 
one  year.  Traps  of  various  kinds  are 
set  to  catch  them,  poison  is  resort- 
ed to,  and  terriers,  and  sometimes 
ferrets  are  employed  to  explore 
their  haunts  and  root  them  out; 
still,  however,  their  numbers  re- 
main undiminished,  as  far  at  least 
as  can  be  judged  by  the  ravages 
they  commit.  They  are  of  a  much 
larger  size  than  the  European  rat, 
especially  that  kind  of  them  called 
by  the  negroes  racoons.  On  the 
experiment  being  tried  of  putting 
one  of  these  and  a  cat  together, 
the  latter  declined  attacking  it." 

The  musquitos  are  torments 
also  in  their  way.  '*  When  very 
numerous,  a  smoke  is  made  in 
the    houses,  by    which   they  are 


driven  away.  To  guard  againat 
their  annoyance  in  Ute  night,  the 
beds  are  hung  with  what  are  call- 
ed musquito-nets,  made  of  thin 
gause.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
negroes,  who  cannot  always  a§brd 
this  nocturnal  defence,  get  into  a 
mechanical  habit  of  driving  away 
these  troublesome  visitors,  even 
while  apparently  wrapt  in  a  pro- 
found sleep ;  the  quick  finding  of 
pain  seemingly  occasioning  this 
unconscious  movement  of  the 
hands." 

^*  Nearly  a  hundred  diflSereat 
species  of  sea  and  river  fish  mig^t 
be  enumerated  that  are  caught  and 
used  by  the  inhabitants.  These 
are  times,  however,  wh^i  it  is  dan- 
gerous to  eat  of  two  or  three  kinds ; 
die  baracoota  and  the  sprat,  in  par- 
ticular, are  sometimes  highly  de- 
leterious, owing,  it  is  supposed,  to 
their  feeding  on  some  poisonous 
substance  in  the  ocean,  of  the  na- 
ture of  copperas.  To  guard  against 
this  danger,  a  stiver  spoon  is  put 
into  the  vessel  in  whidi  the  fish  is 
boiled ;  if  it  comes  out  of  a  dusky 
greenish  colour,  the  fish  is  un- 
sound; if  not,  it  may  be  safely 
ate-  -  - 

•*  The  conger-eel  is  both  vorm- 
cious  and  venomous  in  its  bite ;  it 
is  from  five  to  seven  feet  in  length, 
and  of  proportionable  thickness : 
it  may  well  be  termed  a  sea-snake ; 
for,  in  its  head,  eyes,  and  teeth,  it 
much  resembles  that  reptile.  It 
attacks  persons  in  the  water,  and 
though  the  wound  it  inflicts  is  sel- 
dom deep,  it  is  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult of  cure. 


supplying  this  and  the  other  islands  with  her  products  is  one  important  source  of  her 
commercial  and  manufacturing  prosperity.  The  annual  amount  of  British  roaau- 
factures  imported  into  this  island  alone  is  upwards  of  two  millions.  The  imports 
from  other  parts  (of  lumber,  provisions,  cattle,  &c.]  amount  to  nearly  a  mulion 

currency. 

'*  The  annual  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  may  amount,  one  year  with 
another,  to  about  five  millions ;  and  those  to  other  parts  to  about  400,000/.** 

"There 
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---"There  are  three  species 
of  snake  in  Jamaiea,  vis.  the 
yellow,  the  black,  and  the  brown 
snake,  the  last  being  the  smallest 
of  the  three.  None  of  these  are 
venomous  in  their  bite,  at  least  to 
a  serious  degree;  instances  having 
happened  of  negroes  having  been 
bitten  by  them  without  suffering 
any  other  consequence  than  a  tem- 
porary pain,  inflammation,  and 
swelling  of  the  part,  and  some- 
times a  slight  degree  of  fever ;  to 
remove  which,  all  that  is  necessary 
is  a  fomentation  of  the  part  with 
sweet  oil,  or  warm  lime-juice,  and 
extracting  the  tooth  of  the  animal 
if  it  has  been  left  in  the  flesh.  It 
is  alleged  by  some  that  the  bite  of 
the  brown  snake  is  mortal;  but 
no  instance  ever  happened  of  its 
bite  having  produced  death.  Some 
of  the  yellow  snakes  are  from  ten 
to  twelve  feet  long,  but  the  general 
length  is  from  six.  to  eight.  The 
animal  is  at  times  exceedingly 
indolent  and  inofifensive;  when 
gorged  with  its  periodical  quan- 
.  tum  of  food,  and  when  coiled  up 
and  reposing  itself,  it  will  permit 
a  person  to  come  up  and  touch  it, 
without  making  an  effort  to  move. 
Nay,  some  of  the  African  negroes 
have  the  boldness  to  stand  upon 
tbem  for  a  short  time  while  in  this 
supine  state  :  they  have,  a  strange 
notion  that  this  operation  is  a  so* 
vereign  remedy  for  the  bone-ache 
— a  painful  disease  to  which  they 
are  subject.  The  animal,  under 
the  pain  of  this  extraordinary  pres- 
sure, writhes  itself  round,  and  soon 
dislodges  the  intruder,  but  without 
any  active  exertion  of  resentment, 
and,  on  the  removal  of  the  annoy- 
ance, it  recomposes  itself  to  rest. 
But,  when  hungry  and  in  search  of 
prey,  and  during  the  season  of 
pairing,  it  is    more  active    and 


irascible ;  but  particularly  at  the 
latter  time,  when  it  is  not  safe  to 
disturb  it.  The  strength  of  this 
animal  is  incredible;  the  united 
exertions  of  four  or  five  able-bo- 
died negroes  cannot  draw  one  of 
large  size  from  a  place  where  it 
has  got  any  hold ;  so  that  one  can* 
not,  from  this,  altogether  discredit 
what  is  told  of  the  monstrous  ser- 
pents of  thirty  feet  long  in  India 
and  Africa,  which,  it  is  said,  have 
been  known  to  strangle  the  bufialo 
and  the  tiger.  There  is  something 
in  the  very  sight  of  a  snake  revolt-* 
ing  to  all  other  animals.  We  are 
startled  if  one  unexpectedly  comes 
in  our  way,  though  we  may  be 
aware  there  is  no  danger  in  his 
bite:  horses  and  oxen  start  and 
snort  if  they  see  one  near  them, 
and  dogs  bark  at  them,  but  care- 
fully keep  aloof  while  they  are  in 
an  attitude  of  defence.  The  black 
snake,  when  assailed  by  a  dog,  ge- 
nerally darts  at  his  eyes ;  by  which 
means  the  terriers,  which  never 
come  in  view  of  them  without 
showing  their  antipathy,  very  fre- 
quently become  blind.  The  do- 
mestic cat  is  terrified  at  the  sight 
of  the  smallest-sized  snake,  and 
will  not  face  it ;  though  the  wild 
cat,  more  fierce  and  daring,  will 
probably  not  shun  the  encounter. 
A  gentleman,  a  surveyor  by  pro- 
fession, in  traversing  the  woods, 
one  day  found  the  skeleton  of  a 
snake  entwined  round  that  of  a 
cat ;  they  had  probably  been  fight- 
ing, and  perished  together  in  the 
conflict." 

**  The  white  inhabitants  of  Ja- 
maica consist  of  Creoles,  or  natives 
of  the  country,  and  Europeans. 
There  may  be  about  three  of  the 
former  to  two  of  the  latter.  For- 
merly there  was  a  marked  diffe- 
rence in  the  habits,  manners,  and 

mode 
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mode  of  life  of  those  two  classes, 
but  that  no  longer  generally  exists. 
The  primitive  creolian  customs  and 
manners  are  fast  disappearing,  be- 
ing superseded  by  the  more  po- 
lished manners  of  European  life. 
Even  within  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  a  very  considerable 
improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  state  of  society  here. 

"  There  are  obstacles,  however, 
in  this  country,  which  must  neces- 
sarily operate  to  keep  down  the 
state  of  society  far  below  that  im- 
provement of  which  it  would  other- 
wise be  capable.  These  partly 
grow  out  of  and  are  inseparably 
connected  with  a  state  of  slavery, 
but  more  especially  arise  from  the 
gross  immorality  which  too  gene- 
rally prevails  among  all  ranks." 

"  Even  if  slavery  and  its  attend- 
ant abuses  did  not  exist  here,  no 
great  additional  improvement  in 
the  state  of  society  could  be  ex- 
pected, while  the  most  gross  and 
open  licentiousness  continues,  as 
at  present,  to  prevail  among  all 

ranks  of  the  whites. Every 

unmarried  white  man,  and  of  every 
class,  has  his  black  or  his  brown 
mistress,  with  whom  he  lives  open- 
ly ;  and  of  so  little  consequence  is 
this  thought,  that  his  white  female 
friends  and  relations  think  it  no 
breach  of  decorum  to  visit  his 
house,  partake  of  his  hospitality, 
fondle  his  children,  and  converse 
with  his  housekeeper  —  as  if  that 
conduct,  which  they  regarded  as 
disgraceful  in  their  own  class,  was 

not  so  in  the  female  of  colour. 

But  the  most  striking  proof  of  the 
low  estimate  of  moral  and  religious 
obligation  here  is  the  fact,  that  the 
man  who  lives  in  open  adultery, — 
that  is,  who  keeps  his  brown  or' 
black  mistress,  in  the  very  face  of 
his  wife  and  family  ai^d  of  the  com- 


munity, has  generally  as  mueh 
outward  respect  shown  him»  and 
is  as  much  countenanced,  visited, 
and  received  into  company,  espe- 
cially if  he  be  a  man  of  some  weight 
and  influence  in  the  community,  as 
if  he  had  been  guilty  of  no  breach 
of  decency  or  dereliction  of  moral 
duty  !  This  profligacy  is,  however, 
less  common  than  it  was  formerly ; 
for  among  the  old  Creoles,  a  browo 
or  sable  favourite,  and  sometimes 
even  a  harem  of  these  ladies,  was 
considered  as  an  indispensable  ap- 
pendage to  the  establishment  of  a 

married  man. 

*'  If  a  gentleman  pays  his  ad- 
dresses to  a  lady,  it  is  not  thought 
necessary,  as  a  homage  to  her  deli- 
cacy, to  get  rid,  ^  priori^  of  bis  il- 
licit establishment,  nor  is  the  lady 
so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  sudi 
a  sacrifice;  the  brown  lady  re- 
mains in  the  house  till  within  a  few 
days  of  the  marriage,  and,  if  she  is 
of  an  accommodating  disposition, 
even  assists  in  making  preparations 
for  the  reception  of  the  bride  ;  in 
which  case  there  may  be  a  tole- 
rable good  understanding  between 
them,  and  the  wife  may  even  con- 
descend to  take  in  good  part  the 
occasional  calls,  inquiries,  and 
proffered  services  of  the  ex-ia- 
vourite,  and  make  suitable  returns 
of  kindness  to  her  and  her  chil- 
dren. Nothing  is  more  common 
than  for  the  brown  mistress  of  a 
white  man  to  apply  to  a  respect- 
able married  lady  to  become  god- 
mother to  her  female  infant, — a  re- 
quest which  is  not  often  refused, 
though  the  sponsor  must  be  well 
aware  that  this  child  is  destined, 
from  the  way  in  which  she  is 
brought  up,  to  follow  the  footsteps 
of  her  mother.  But  it  is  thought 
to  be  only  a  form,  and  the  kind- 
hearted  white  lady  could  hardly 
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refiise  so  slight  a  favour  to  a  de- 
centy  well-behaved  brown  woman, 
who  would  consider  such  refusal 
as  a  most  grievous  affront,  for  they 
do  not  consider  the  sponsorship  of 
one  of  their  own  class  as  at  all  de- 
sirable or  creditable. 

*'  These  semi-barbarous  customs 
and  practices,  as  they  may  well  be 
called,  will  sufficiently  show  that 
this  is  not  the  happiest  country  in 
the  world  for  a  virtuous  and  well- 
educated  female." 

"  The  white  females  of  the  West 
Indies  are  generally  rather  of  a 
more  slender  form  than  the  Euro- 
pean women.    Their  complexion, 
which  they  are  peculiarly  careful 
to  preserve,  is  either  a  pure  white 
or  brunette,  with  but  little  or  none 
of  the  bloom  of  the  rose,  which,  to 
a  stranger,  has  rather  a  sickly  ap- 
pearance at  first,  though  that  im- 
pression gradually  wears  off.  Their 
features  are  sweet  and  regular — 
their  eyes  rather  expressive  than 
sparkling — their  voices  soft  and 
pleasing — and  their  whole  air  and 
looks  tender,  gentle,  and  feminine. 
With  the  appearance  of  languor 
and  indolence,  they  are  active  and 
animated  on  occasion,  particularly 
when  dancing,  an  amusement  of 
which  they  are  particularly  fond, 
and  in  which  they  display  a  natural 
ease,    gracefulness,    and   agility, 
which    surprise    and    delight    a 
stranger.     They  are  fond  of  mu- 
sic, and  there  are  few  who  have 
not  an  intuitive  taste  for  it,  and 
fine  voices.    They  are  accused  of 
excessive   indolence;    and  ovtre 
examples  of  this  are  given   by 
those  whose  object  is  to  exhibit 
them  to  ridicule.     These  exagge- 
rations, like  all  others  of  a  national 
description,  savour  more  of  carica- 
ture than  truth.    The  heat  of  the 
climate,  joined  to  the  still  habits 


of  a  sedentary  life,  naturally  beget 
a  languor,  listlessness,  and  dispo- 
sition to  self-indulgence,  to  which 
the  females  of  more  northern  cli- 
mates are  strangers.  The  daily 
loll  in  bed,  before  dinner,  is  so  gra- 
tifying a  relaxation,  that  it  has  be- 
come almost  as  necessary  as  their 
nightly  repose. 

"To  sum  up,  in  few  words, 
the  character  of  the  Creole  ladies, 
— they  are  so  excessively  fond  of 
pleasure  and  amusements,  that 
they  would  be  glad  if  the  whole 
texture  of  human  life  were  formed 
of  nothing  else ;  balls  in  particu- 
lar are  their  great  deligbt:  they 
are  averse  to  whatever  requires 
much  mental  or  bodily  exertion, 
dancing  excepted;  reading  they 
do  not  care  much  about,  except  to 
fill  up  an  idle  hour ;  and  diligence, 
industry,  and  economy,  cannot  be 
said  to  be  among  the  number  of 
tlieir  virtues." 

Such  are  the  possessors  and  ha- 
bits of  an  island,  of  the  European 
adventurers  to  which  "  by  far  the 
greater  number — certainly  not  less 
than  four-fifths — fall  victims  to 
disease  before  they  have  realized 
a  sufficiency ;  while  only  a  fa- 
voured few  (perhaps  not  more 
than  five  or  six  in  a  hundred)  ever 
return  to  their  native  country  with 
a  fortune,  or  competency." 

**  While  the  number  of  the  whites 
remains  stationary,  or  nearly  so, 
the  people  of  colour  are  rapidly 
increasing.  In  1788  it  was  com- 
puted that  there  were  10,000  free 
people  of  colour  in  the  island ; 
there  are  now  upwards  of  three 
times  that  number.  That  a  popu- 
lation should  be  trebled  in  thirty- 
four  years,  by  natural  increase 
within  itself,  were  physically  im- 
possible ;  but  this  vast  increase 
arises  out  of  the  whole  mass  of 
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the  population^  white,  black,  and 
brown.     It  is  probable  that  nine- 
teen-twentieths  of  the  white  nales 
have  their  brown  or  Mack  mis- 
tresses, either  free  or  otherwise, 
by  whom    they  generally   have 
children,  who,  If  bom  slaves,  are 
often  manumitted.    This  will  ac- 
count for  the  vast  increase  above 
stated.    A  respectable  clergyman 
in  die  island  assured  the  author, 
•oroe  years  ago,  that  he  usually 
had  occasion    to  baptize   about 
fifteen  brown  children  for    one 
white  child.     The  male  part  of 
this  population   may  be  divided 
into  three  classes — namely,  the  off- 
spring of  men  of  fortune  and  station 
(some  of  the  most  distinguished  in 
the  island  have  families  of  this 
class,)  who   are   sent    to  Great 
Britain  to  be  liberally  educated, 
and  are  destined  to  inherit  inde- 
pendent   fortunes — the  offspring 
of  men  in  moderate  circumstances, 
who  generally  give  them  a  plain 
«dttoatien,  and  leave  the  bulk  of 
their    property  among    them  at 
their  death — and,  lastly,  the  off- 
Spring  of  men  who  either   have 
not  ^e  means  or  the  iflclinadon 
to  provide  for  them.      This  last  is 
pr^ably  the  most  numerous  dass : 
many  of  them  live  in  idleness  and 
vice,  a  bvrden  to  themselves  and 
to    the    comknnnity.       Into    the 
hands  of  the  first    and  second 
class  much  of  the  property  of  the 
oountry.  m  fiist  falling.— 4So  that 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
tiaAe  iA  wot  far  distant  when  the 
fteet    peaple  of  colour,    feeling 
their  own  weight  in  numbers,  pro- 
perty, and  information^  will  not 
FBBt  content  with  any  qualifioa- 
tioas  short  af  what  die  whites 
enjoy ;  nor  will  the  latter  be  in  a 
condition   to    refuse    thb    boon. 
Though    this    equalisation,    and 


blending  as  it  were,  of  the  two 
cUsses,  be  regarded  by  the  whites 
as  a  great  jx^itical  evil,  it  will 
nevertheless  unquestionably  be 
brought  about,  at  no  distant 
period,  through  their  own  agency. 
A  change  in  the  morals  and  nan- 
iiers  of  the  latter — ^not  feeble  and 
partial  laws  and  regulations — can 
alone  secure  the  respect  and  obe- 
dience of  this  growing  class  to 
their  dominion." 

The  author  on  the  other  hand, 
indicates  some  excellent  results 
from  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade ;  of  which  the  increase  of 
population,  and  die  bettered  con- 
dition of  the  slaves,  are  not  the 
least  prominent.  At  the  same 
time  he  complains  of  the  injustice 
shown  towards  the  cv^okiists  by 
Mr.  Wilberforee  and  the  friends 
of  the  African  Institudon ;  vHio 
are  prone  to  misrepresent  them, 
and  blacken  their  characters,  in 
order  to  support  their  own  opi- 
nions and  attain  their  own  objects. 
He  considers  the  extinction  €»f 
slavery  as  devoutly  to  be  wished  ; 
but  contends  that  the  negnoes 
must  be  gradually  prepared  for 
this  boon,  that  they  are  utterly 
unfit  for  it  now,  that  it  must  be 
the  work  of  diligence,  caaftion,  and 
time,  and  that  premature  haste 
would  bring  numberless  evils 
upon  the  slaves  themselves,  and 
rain  upon  the  West  India  CoIck 
nies — a  stake  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  millions  of  money,  fin- 
property  embarked  under  the  gna- 
rantee  of  British  laws  !  Treating 
on  diis  point,  Mr.  S.  cursorily 
adverts  to  die  diversity  of  charac- 
ter among  the  negro  tribes* 

*'The  Eboe  is  crafty,  art- 
ful, disputative  in  driving  a  bar- 
gain, and  suspicious  of  being 
over-reached  by  those  with  whsni 

he 
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b6  deals ;  bttt  witbal»  patient,  in- 
dustrious, saving,  and  tractable. 
The  CoromahMe  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, fierce,  violent,  and  revenge- 
ful uKlder  injory  and  provocation ; 
but  hardy,  laborious,  and  ma- 
nageable under  mild  and  just 
treatment.  This  tribe  has  gene- 
rally been  at  the  head  of  all  in- 
surrections, and  was  the  original 
parent^stock  of  the  Maroons.  The 
Congo,  Papaw,  Chamba,  Mandin- 
go,  &c.  are  of  a  more  mild  and 
peaceable  disposition  than  the 
Coromantee,  but  less  industrious 
and  provident  than  the  Eboe. 
The  Mandingoes  are  a  sort  of 
Mahomedans,  though  they  are  too 
ignorant  to  understand  any  thing 
of  the  Alcoran,  or  of  the  nature 
of  their  religion:  some  of  them, 
hom^ever,  can  scrawl  a  few  rude 
Arabic  characters,  but  without 
understanding  or  being  able  to 
explain  much  of  their  meaning. 
Probably  they  are  scraps  from  the 
Alcoran  which  they  have  been 
taught  by  their  imans,  or  priests. 
The  Creole  negroes  are  the  de- 
scendants of  the  Africans,  and 
may  be  said  to  possess  in  com- 
mon the  Iningled  dispositions  of 
their  parents  or  ancestors.  But 
they  pretend  to  a  great  superiori- 
ty in  intellect  and  manners  over 
the  Africans — ^boast  of  their  good 
ibrtnne  in  being  bom  creo>fli> — 
and  the  farther  they  are  removed 
from  the  AfVican  blood,  the  more 
they  pride  themselves  thereon. 

*'  The  passions  and  affections  of 
the  negroes,  not  being  under  the 
control  of  reason  or  religion, 
sometimes  break  out  with  fright- 
ful violence ;  rage,  revenge,  grief, 
jealousy,  have  often  been  produc- 
tive of  terrible  catastrophes  ;  but 
it  is  only  in  their  intercourse  with 
each  other  that  this  impetuosity 


prevails  ;  they  are  so  far  subdued 
by  a  habitual  awe  of  the  whites  ak 
to  have  a  mastery  over  their  pas- 
sions, and,  if  ill  treated,  they 
brood  in  silence  over  their  wrongs, 
watching  for  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  revenge.  -  -  - 

"  Numerous  instances  of  the 
gratitude  and  attachment  of  ne- 
gro slaves  towards  their  masters 
have  come  within  the  author*s 
knowledge;  though  he  has  also 
had  occasion  to  witness  the  most 
hardened  ingratitude  in  indivi- 
duals of  this  race,  not  only  to 
their  masters  and  their  fellow- 
slaves,  but  even  to  their  parents, 
when  age  and  decrepitude  had 
rendered  their  kindness  and  assist- 
ance doubly  necessary  and  wel- 
come. Filial  gratitude  is  not  so 
powerful  an  affection  as  parental 
love,  and  among  the  negro  race  this 
is  often  strikingly  exemplified. 

"  Very  affecting  scenes  often 
occurred  of  negro  sales  during  the 
existence  of  the  slave  -  trade. 
Groups  of  slaves  were  seen  with 
their  arms  entwined  round  each 
other's  necks,  waiting,  with  sad  and 
anxious  looks,  the  expected  mo- 
ment of  separation.  Perhaps 
they  were  sisters  and  friends — 
perhaps  a  mother  and  her  child- 
ren— perhaps  a  husband  and  wife. 
In  vain  #as  the  endeavour  to  se- 
parate them —  they  clung  closer 
together,  they  wept,  they  shriek- 
ed piteously,  and,  if  forcibly  torn 
asunder,  the  buyer  had  generally 
cause  t6  regret  his  inhumanity; 
despair  often  seized  on  the  misera- 
ble creatures,  and  they  either  sunk 
into  an  utter  despondency,  or  put  a 
period  to  their  lives. 

"  Though  scenes  of  this  kind 
often  occurred,  it  is  yet  too  true 
that  the  unnatural  African  father, 
prompted  by  the  love  of  lucre, 

will 
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will  sometimes  sell  bis  children,  the 
children  trepan  their  parent,  and 
one  friend  betray  another!  This 
is  no  groundless  allegation ;  the 
author  has  often  heard  recitals  of 
this  savage  conduct  from  their 
own  moudbs.  He  was  once  an 
eye-witness  of  a  curious  scene 
arising  from  a  circumstance  of 
this  nature.  A  negro,  who  had 
been  some  years  in  the  country, 
happening  one  day  to  meet  an 
elderly  slave  who  had  just  been 
purchased  from  a  slave-trader  re- 
cently arrived,  he  recognised  him 
as  his  father — who,  it  seems,  had 
sold  him  to  the  Europeans.  With- 
out explanation  or  preface,  he  ad- 
dressed to  him  a  speech,  in  his 
country  dialect,  which  he  thus 
translated  to  the  bystanders  : — 
'  So,  you  old  rogue t  dem  catch  you  at 
last — no — Buckra  do  good — you  no 
care  for  your  pickininnie  (child) — 
but  they  xvill  make  you  feel  xoork 
pinch  too,' 

"  The  negroes,  though  so  rude 
and  ignorant  in  their  savage  state, 
have  a  natural  shrewdness  and 
genius,  which  is  doubtless  sus- 
ceptible of  culture  and  improve- 
ment. -  -  - 

**  Their  sayings  oflen  convey 
much  force  and  meaning,  and 
would,  if  clothed  in  a  more  court- 
ly dress,  make  no  despicable 
figure  even  among  those  precepts 
of  wisdom  which  are  ascribed  to 
wiser  nations.  When  they  wish 
to  imply  that  a  peaceable  man  is 
often  wise  and  provident  in  his 
conduct,  they  say,  *  Softly  uater 
run  deep ;'  when  they  would  express 
the  oblivion  and  disregard  which 
follows  them  afber  death,  they 
say,  '  Wheii  man  dead  grass  grow 
at  him  door  ;'  and  when  they  would 
express  the  humility  which  is  the 


usual  accompaniment  of  poverQrt 
they  say,  *  Poor  man  never  rejc.'-  - 

**  A  master  of  an  African  trader, 
travelling  in  Jamaica,  and  not 
knowing  his  way,  inquired  of  a  ne- 
gro, whom  he  met,  the  road  to  Mr. 
*s  house.  The  negro  recogni- 
sing him  to  be  the  captain  of  the 
ship  in  which  he  had  been  brought 
from  his  native  country,  eyed  him 
with  a  look  of  ineffable  contempt, 
without  making  any  reply :  on  the 
question  being  reiterated,  he  re- 
plied with  much  indignation,  as 
conceiving  himself  jested  with  by 
one  who  had  injured  him  so  deep- 
ly,— *  You  want  for  make  fool  of 
me — no  ? — you  can  find  pass  go  in 
a  Guinea  country  bring  me  come 
here,  but  you  can* t^nd  pass  go  m  a 
massa  house*  -  -  - 

"  Some  tribes  are  fiir  more  ra- 
tional than  otliers  in  their  reli- 
gious opinions.  By  intercourse 
with  each  other,  and  with  the 
Europeans,  the  absurdity  of  many 
of  their  native  superstitions  in 
gradually  laid  aside — ^at  least  in 
practice.  One  opinion  they  all 
agree  in,  and  that  is  the  expecta- 
tion that,  after  death,  they  shall 
first  return  to  their  native  coun- 
try, and  enjoy  again  the  society 
of  kindred  and  friends,  from 
whom  they  have  been  torn  away 
in  an  evil  hour.  This  idea,  com- 
bined with  their  terrors,  used  to 
prompt  numbers,  on  their  first 
arriv^,  to  acts  of  suicide.** 

24.  Researches  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  By  T.  Croflon  Croker. 
London  1824. 

'*The  present   Irish  character 
is  a  compound  of  strange   and 
apparent    inconsistencies^    where 
vices  and  virtues  are  so  unhap- 
pily 
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pily  blended  that  it  is  difficult  to 
distinguish     or    separate     them. 
Hasty   in  forming  opinions   and 
projects,  tardy  in  carrying  them 
into  efiect,  they  are  often  relin- 
quished before  they  have  arrived 
at  maturity,  and   are  abandoned 
for  otheriB  as  vague  and  indefinite. 
An  Irishman  is  the  sport  of  his 
foelings;  with  passions  the  roost 
violent  and  sensitive,  he  is  alter^ 
nately  the  child  of  despondency 
or  of  levity ;  his  joy  or  his  grief  has 
no  medium  ;  he  loves  or  he  hates, 
and  hurried  away  by  the  ardent 
atream  of  a  heated  fancy,   natu- 
rally enthusiastic,  he  is  guilty  of  a 
thousand  absurdities.     These  ex- 
tremes of  temperament  Giraldus 
Cambrensis  has  correctly  depicted 
when  he  says,   'When  they  (the 
Irish)  be  bad,  you   shall  nowhere 
meet  with  worse ;  if  they  be  good, 
you  can  hardly  find  better.'  With 
a  mind  inexhaustible  in  expedient 
to  defeat  difficidties  and  act  as  a 
substitute  for  the  convenienciesof 
life    which    poverty   denies,    the 
peasant  is  lively  in  intellect,  ar- 
dent in  disposition,  and  robust  in 
frame ;    nor  does  he  readily  de- 
spond under  disaster,  or  yield  to 
obstruction ;  but  moves  forward 
in  his  rugged  course  with  elevated 
crest  and  a  warm  heart :  with  a 
love  of  combat  and  of  inebriation, 
he   is   fond    of   excitement    and 
amusement  of  any  nature. 

"  The  virtues  of  patience,  of 
prudence,  and  industry,  seldom 
are  included  in  the  composition  of 
an  Irishman  ;  he  projects  gigantic 
schemes,  but  wants  perseverance 
to  realise  any  work  of  magnitude : 
his  conceptions  are  grand  and 
vivid,  but  his  execution  is  feeble 
and  indolent :  he  is  witty  and  im- 
prudent, and  will  dissipate  the 
18^5. 


hard  earnings  of  to-day,  regard- 
less of  to-morrow:  an  appeal 
made  to  his  heart  is  seldom  un- 
successful, and  be  is  generous 
with  an  uninquiring  and  profuse 
liberality.  Such  is  aq  outline  of 
the  Irish  character,  in  which  there 
is  more  to  call  forth  a  momentary 
tribute  of  admiration,  than  to  cre- 
ate a  fixed  and  steady  esteem. 

'*  In  the  wild  part^  of  Ireland 
the  pictorial  traveller  will  receive 
little  assistance  in  his  researches 
from  the  peasantry,  and  must  rely 
on  his  own  exertions  and  enter- 
prise for  the  attainment  of  his 
object.  Should  he  happen  to  have 
a  slight  knowledge  of  the  Irish 
language,  or  can  get  the  names  of 
places  translated  to  him,  they  will 
oflcn  convey  a  clearer  and  more 
correct  idea  of  the  spot  than  caQ 
be  extorted  by  dint  of  cross-ex- 
amination — '  Conveniunt  rebus 
nomina  sspe  suis.' 

"  Sometimes  our  united  efforts 
to  extort  information  met  with  no 
better  success  than  the  following 
dialogue : — 

'* '  Pray  is  this  the  nearest  road 

to — r 

"  '  Is  it  to you  are  going  ? 

fait  and  that's  not  the  nearest 
road— being  'tis  no  road  at  all.' 

"  <  Then  had  I  better  go  yon 
way?' 

" '  Och !  indeed  and  I  wouldn't 
advise  your  going  that  way  at  all. 
'Tis  few  people  goes  that  way, 
for  there's  a  big  black  dog  there, 
and  he'll  ate  you  up  entirely.' 

"  *  Which  way  then  can  I  go  ?' 

'* '  Fait !  and  the  best  way 
you'd  go  is  just  to  be  staying 
where  you  are.' 

"  The  lower  classes  are  general- 
ly unwilling  to^^ serve  as.  guides  in 
the  wild  parts  of  the  country,  de- 
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cUning  the  offers  made  them  for 
soch  service  with  all  that  indiffer- 
ence and  quiet  humour  which  Mim 
Edgeworth  so  admirably  deline- 
ates ;  and  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing assistance  appears  to  increase 
m  proportion  with  the  necessity  of 
the  demand.' 

" '  Och  I  Vd  have  no  objection 
in  life  to  go  wid  your  honour  if 
supposing  I  could  just  leave  my 
troat  at  home^*  is  no  uncommon  re- 
ply to  your  request,  and  is  intend* 
ed  to  express  a  doubt  as  to  the 
safety  of  the  expedition.*' 

"  *  Did  you  give  the  horses  a 
feed  of  oats  at  the  village  where 
we  stopped  to  sketch  ?*  inquired 
one  of  my  fellow-travellers  of 
the  driver,  who  for  the  last  three 
or  four  miles  had  with  much  ex* 
ertion  urged  on  the  jaded  hacks. 

" '  I  did  not,  your  honour,'  was 
his  reply ;  '  but  sure  and  they  know 
I  promised  them  a  good  one  at 
Limerick.' 

"  Nor  is  this  instance  of  pre- 
tended understanding  between 
man  and  horse  singular.  Riding 
once  in  company  with  a  poor 
farmer  from  Cork  to  Mallow,  I 
advised  him  to  quicken  the  pace 
of  his  steed,  as  the  evening  was 
closing  in,  and  the  lurid  appear- 
ance of  the  sky  foreboded  a 
storm. 

*'  Sure  then  that  I  would  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  liib  for  the 
honour  1  have  out  of  your  com- 
pany, Sir;  but  I  promised  the 
ba$te  to  let  him  walk,  and  I  never 
would  belie  myself  to  any  one, 
much  less  to  a  poor  creature  that 
carries  me — for,  says  the  baste  to 
me,  I'm  tired,  as  good  right  I  have, 
and  I'll  not  go  a  step  faster — and 
you  won't  make  mo  -■  I  scorn  it, 
says  I,  so  take  your  own  way.' 

^  A   verbatim  dialogue  on  an 


Irish  break-down  happily  cbarae- 
terises  that  accident :  the  scene  s 
Ucak  nountain,  and  the  time,  the 
return  of  the  driver  with  another 
chaise  from  the  nearest  station 
which  afiEbvded  one — seven  miles 
distant. 

^  '  Is  the  carriage  you  bs?e 
brought  us  safe  Y 

(One  of  the  travellers  attempts 
to  get  in.) 

**  *  Oh,  never  fear,  Sir ;  wait 
till  I  just  bale  out  the  water  and 
put  a  little  sop  of  hay  in  the  bot- 
tom— and  sure  now  and  't»  a 
queer  thing  that  the  outd  black 
chaise  should  play  such  a  trickt 
and  it  has  gone  this  road  ekreo 
years  and  never  broke  dowoi^. 
But  no  wonder,  poor  cratw^  the 
turnpike  people  get  money  enough 
for  mending  the  roads,  and  bad 
luck  to  the  bit  of  it  they  mend, 
blit  put  it  all  in  their  pockets-' 

'* '  What,  the  road  V 

"  *  Noe^  your  honour,  the 
money.' " 

There  \%  a  good  account  of 
Limerick,  but  we  can  only  take 
one  inscription  from  its  Cathedral : 

'*  MfiXBNTO  MORY 
HaRE    LIETH    LITTLE    SaXVBLI. 

Barivoton  that  great  ukdbr 
taker,  of  famous  clttr 
Clock  and  Chiicx  Maker 
He  made  his  one  time  ooi 

early  AMD  LATTER.      BuT  HOW 

he  is  eetdrved  to  god  h0 

Creator. 

The  19  of  November  theeds 

SOEST     AHD    FOB    HIS    M'rMOIT 

THIS   HERB    IS   PLEA8T    BT    H0 

Sow  Bev  1693." 
The  superstitions  of  Ireland  dp 
not  dificr  very  materially  from 
those  of  Scotland :  the  following. 
however,  may  be  read  with  gratifi- 
cation: 

"The    circular    intrenchmenti 
and 
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and  barrows,  known  by  the  name  of 
Danish  forts,  in  Ireland,  are  point- 
ed out  as  the  abode  of  fiury  com- 
munities;  and   to    disturb  their 
habitaHon,  in  other  words  to  dig, 
or  plough  up  a  rath  or  fort,  whose 
construction  the  superstitious  na- 
tives ascribe  to  the  labour  and  in- 
genuity of  the  '  good  people,'  is 
considered  as  unlucky  and  entail- 
ing some  severe  disaster  on  the 
violator    and    his   kindred.     An 
industrious   peasant,    who    pur- 
chased a  farm  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Mallow,  from  a  near  re* 
lative  of  mine,  commenced  his 
improvements  by  building  upon 
it  a  good  stone  house,  togeuier 
with  a  lime-kiln.    Soon  after,  he 
waited  on  the  proprietor,  to  sti^te 
'  the  trouble  he  was  come  to  by 
reason  of  the  old  fort,  the  fi&iriesnot 
approving  of  his  having  placed  the 
lime-kiln  so  near  their  dwelling ;-— . 
he  had  lost  his  sow  with  nine  botini- 
Veens  (sucking  pigs),  his  horse' fell 
into  a  quarry  and  was  killed,  and 
three    of  his    sheep    died,    *  all 
^ough  the  means  of  the  fiiiries.' 
Though    th^  Kme-kiln  had  cost 
him  five  guineas,  he  declared  he 
would  never  burn  another  stone 
in  it,  but  take  it  down,   without 
delay,  and  build  one  away  froita 
the  fort,  saying  he  was  wrong  in 
putting  that  kiln  in  the  way  of 
the  *  good  people,'  who  were  thus 
obliged  to  go  out  of  their  usual 
track.     The  back   door    of  his 
bouse  unfortunately  also  fkced  the 
same  fort;   but  this  offence  was 
obviated  by  almost  closing  it  up, 
leaving  only  a  small  hole  at  the 
^,  to  allow  the  good  people  free 
passage,  should  they  require  it. 
In  these  raths,  fairies  are  repre- 
sented as  holding  thehr    festive 
nieetings,  and  entering  into  all 
^s  fantastic  fod  wanton  mirth 


that  music  and  glittering  banquets 
are  capable  of  inspiring*  A  fairy 
chiefbun,  of  much  local  celebrity, 
named  Knop,  is  supposed  to  hold 
his  court  in  a  rath,  on  the  road- 
side between  Cork  and  Youghall, 
where  often  travellers,  unac- 
quainted with  the  country,  have 
been  led  astray  by  the  appear- 
ance of  lights,  and  by  alluring 
sounds  proceeding  from  within : 
but  when 

**  The  village  cock  gave  note  of  day, 

Up  sprang  in  haste  the  airy  throng ; 
The  word  went  round,  •  Away!  away !' 

The  night  is  short,  the  way  is  longh- 
and the  delicious  viands  change 
into  carrion.  The  crystal  goblets 
become  rugged  pebbles,  and  tlie 
whole  furniture  of  the  feast  under- 
goes a  similar  metamorphosis. 

"  An  eddy  of  dust,  raised  by 
the  wind,  is  attributed  to  the 
fiuries  journeying  from  one  of 
their  haunts  to  another ;  on  per- 
ceiving which,  the  peasant  will 
obsequiously  doff  his  hat,  mutter- 
ing, *  Grod  speed  ye,  God  speed 
ye,  gentlemen ; '  and  returns  it 
to  his  head,  with  the  remark, 
'  Good  manners  are  no  burthen,' 
as  an  apology  for  the  motive, 
which  he  is  ashamed  to  acknow- 
ledge. Should  he,  however,  in- 
steui  of  such  friendly  greeting, 
repeat  any  short  prayer,  or  de- 
voutly cross  himsdf,  using  a  re- 
ligious response,  the  fairy  journey 
is  interrupted,  and  if  apy  mortak 
are  in  their  train,  the  charm  by 
which  they  were  detained  is  bro- 
ken, and  they  are  restored  to 
human  society.  On  these  occa- 
sions, the  production  of  a  black- 
hafled  knife  is  considered  as  ex- 
tremely potent  in  dissolving  the 
spell.  This  weapon  is  b^eved 
to  be  effective  not  only  against 
&iry  incantation,  but  also  against 

N«  any 
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any  supernatural  being ;  and  ac- 
counts of  many  twilight  rencon* 
tree  between  shadowy  forms  and 
mortals  are  related,  to  establish 
its  power,  gouts  of  blood  or  jelly 
being  found  in  the  morning  where 
the  vision  had  appeared.  A  re- 
spectable farmer  has  been  pointed 
out  to  me,  whose  familiar  appella- 
tion in  Irish  was  '  Kill  the  Devil,' 
from  the  report  of  his  having 
quelled,  by  means  of  a  black-haft- 
ed  knife,  a  phantom  that  long  had 
haunted  him." 

"  Cluricaune  or  Leprehaune  is 
the  name  given  to  the  Irish  Puck. 
The  character  of  this  goblin  is  a 
compound  of  that  of  the  Scotch 
Brownie  and  the  English  Robin 
Goodfellow.  He  is  depicted 
(for  engraved  portraits  of  the 
Irish  Leprehaune  are  in  existence) 
as  a  small  and  withered  old  man, 
completely  equipped  in  the  cos- 
tume of  a  cobbler,  and  employed 
in  repairing  a  shoe.  A  paragraph 
recently  appeared  in  a  {Cilkenny 
paper,  stating  that  a  labourer,  re- 
turning home  in  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  discovered  a  Leprehaune 
at  work,  from  whom  he  bore  away 
the  shoe  which  he  was  mending  : 
as  a  proof  of  the  veracity  of  his 
story  it  was  further  stated,  that 
the  shoe  lay  for  the  inspection*  of 
the  curious  at  the  newspaper 
office.  The  most  prominent  fea- 
ture in  the  vulgar  creed  respecting 
the  Leprehaune  is,  his  being  the 
possessor  of  a  purse  supposed  to 
be,  like  that  of  Fortunatus,  in- 
exhaustible ;  and  many  persons, 
who  have  surprised  one  of  these 
&me8  occupied  in  shoe-making, 
have  endeavoured  to  compel  him 


to  deliver  it:  this  he  has  ingeni" 
ously  avoided,  averting  the  eye  of 
his  antagonist  by  some  stratagem, 
when  he  disappears,  which  it 
seems  he  has  not  the  power  of 
doing  as  long  as  any  person's  gaie 
is  fixed  upon  him." 

*'  On  the  whole,  firom  what  may 
be  collected,  the  present  state  of 
Irish  superstition  closely  resem- 
bles that  of  England  during  the 
age  of  Elizabeth  ;  a  strong  proof 
of  the  correct  measurement  of 
those  who  have  stated  a  space  of 
two  centuries  to  exist  between 
the  relative  degree  of  popular 
knowledge  and  civilisation  at- 
tained by  the  sister  kingdom." 

'*  The  belief  in  witches  is  not 
so  strong  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  British  empire;  but  this  ii 
compensated  by  greater  bigotry  in 
more  serious  respects.  At  Yoog- 
hall,  Mr.  C.  states, 

"  The  bigotry  of  the  Pro- 
testants against  their  Roman 
Catholic  brethren  in  those  towns 
under  its  influence  reached  a  de- 
gree of  marked  violence  unknoiro 
in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom, 
and  which  feeling  is  not  entirely 
eradicated  at  the  present  hour ;  I 
need  only  instance  the  town  of 
Bandon,  where,  over  the  principal 
gate,  an  inscription  once  stated 
that 

Jbw,  Tdbk,  or  Atheist 

Mat  enter  herb 
But  hot  a  Papist.* 

"  At  Youghallitwas  forbidden, 
in  1678,  and  remains  on  record, 
that  a  Papist  should  buy  or  bar- 
ter any  thing  in  the  public  market; 
and  the  manuscript  annals  of  the 
town,   from   whidi  I  have  been 


*  **  The  ioUowing:  severe  reply  to  this  ofiensive  inscriptioii  ii  said  to  ha? e  caused 
its  removal : 

*  Whoever  wrote  this,  wrote  it  well. 
For  the  same  is  written  on  the  gates  of  Hell.*  ** 

favoured 
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favoured  with  extracts,  afford 
evidence  of  the  illiberality  of  its 
corporation  towards  those  of  the 
Catholic  persuasion ;  norisjt  with- 
out regret  that  I  add,  the  enact- 
ments quoted  were  made  during 
the  mayoralties  of  ancestors  of 
my  own. 

'*  In  1696,  it  was  ordered  that  any 
person  hut  a  Protestant  free- 
man, presuming  to  go  to  the 
mayor  s  feast,  should  pay  five 
shillings,  or  he  set  in  the  stocks. 
**  1702.  Several  Papists,  who  had 
been  admitted  freemen,  were 
disfranched,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  no  Papist  should  be  made 
free  again. 
*'  1744.  Gregory  Grimes,  victual- 
ler, was  disfranched,  for  having 
a  Popish  wife. 

*'  I  am  tempted  to  notice,  as 
curiosities,  two  other  enactments 
of  the  same  body.  In  the  years 
1680  and  1700,  a  cook  and  a  bar- 
ber ^ere  made  freemen,  on  con- 
dition that  they  should  severally 
dress  the  mayor's  feasts,  and  shave 
the  corporation,  gratis." 

Our  last  quotation  relates  to 
that  very  marked  feature  in  the 
Irish  character— the  regard  of  the 
natives  for  their  funeral  cere- 
monies : 

*'  *  An  easy  death  and  a  fine 
funeral '  is  a  proverbial  benedic- 
tion amongst  the  lower  orders  in 
Ireland.  Throughout  life  the 
peasant  is  accustomed  to  regard 
the  manner  and  place  of  his  inter- 
ment as  matters  of  the  greatest 
importance  ;  *  to  be  decently  put 
in  the  earth,  along  with  his  own 
people,'  is  the  wish  most  frequent- 
ly and  fervently  expressed  by 
him.  When  advanced  in  life,  it  is 
usual,  particularly  with  those  who 
are  destitute  and  friendless,  to 
deny    themselves     the     common 


necessaries  of  life,  and  to  hoard 
up  every  trifle  they  can  collect,  for 
the  expenses  of  their  wake  and 
funeral.  Looking  forward  to 
their  death  as  to  a  gala  gfven  by 
them  to  their  acquaintances,  every 
possible  preparation  is  made  for 
rendering  it,  as  they  consider, 
'creditable;'  their  shroud  and 
burial  dress  are  often  provided 
many  years  before  they  are  want- 
ed ;  nor  will  the  owners  use  these 
garments  whilst  living,  though 
existing  in  the  most  abject  state 
of  wretchedness  and  rags.  It  is 
not  unusual  to  see  even  the  tomb- 
stone in  readiness,  and  leaning 
against  the  cabin  wall,  a  perpetual 
'memento  mori'  that  must  meet 
the  eye  of  its  possessor  every 
time  he  crosses  his  threshold. 

"  There  is  evidently  a  constitu- 
tional difference  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  English  and  Irish  pea- 
sant ;  but  this  peculiarity  may  be 
more  satisfactorily  accounted  for 
by  the  prevailing  belief  with  the 
latter  of  a  future  state  being  a 
material  one,  and  subject  to  wants 
even  more  urgent  than  those  of 
this  life:  under  this  impression, 
shoes,  considered  a  luxury  quite 
unworthy  a  thought,  are  believed 
almost  indispensable  after  deaths 
when  it  is  supposed  much  walking 
has  to  be  performed,  probably 
through  rough  roads  and  incle- 
ment weather.  The  superstition 
evidently  proceeds  from  the  tenet 
of  purgatory  or  qualification  for 
heaven,  held  by  the  Romish 
Church;  and  on  this  particular, 
the  general  belief  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  is  somewhat  at  variance 
with  the  representations  of  their 
pastors :  the  priest  describes  it  as 
a  place  of  fire,  but  the  people 
imagine  it  to  be  a  vast  and  dreary 
extent,  strewed  with  sharp  stones 

and 
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and    abounding    in    thorns    and 
brambles. 

**  The  influence  of  this  doctrine 
affects  rich  and  poor,  according  to 
their  circumstances,  and  is  a  most 
valuable  one,  for  I  have  been  as- 
sured the  emolument  it  yields  to 
the  Catholic  church  of  Irdand,  by 
a  late  limited  calculation,  exceeds 
650,000/.  per  annum. 

<*  The  attachment  manifested 
towards  particular  burial  -  places 
arises  from  the  same  cause ;  and 
the  anxiety  amongst  the  vulgar  to 
be  interred  with  their  deceased  re- 
latives, bestows  even  on  death  a 
feeling  of  social  interest. 

••  A  remarkable  instance  occur- 
red not  long  since.  An  old  beg- 
gar woman,  who  died  near  tj»e 
city  of  Cork,  reqiaested  that  her 
body  might  be  deposited  in  White 
Church  burial  -  ground.  Her 
daughter,  who  was  without  the 
means  to  obtain  a  hearse  or  any 
other  mode  of  conveyance,  deter- 
mined herself  to  undertake  the 
task,  and,  having  procured  a  rope, 
she  fastened  the  coffin  on  her 
back,  and,  after  a  tedious  journey 
of  more  than  ten  miles,  fulfilled 
her  mother'a  request." 

"Separate  interests  (as  in  the 
case  of  marriage)  often  cause  dis- 
putes at  funerals;  and  as  no 
acknowledged  rule  exists  m  such 
cases,  a  battle  usually  ends  &e 
dissension,  and  the  corpse  is  borne 
away  in  triumph  by  the  victori- 
ous party  to  a  cemetery  perhaps 
twenty  miles  distant  from  that  ori- 
ginally intended." 

"  I  remember  once  overhearing 
a  contest  between  a  poor  man  and 
his  wife,  respecting  the  burial  of 
their  infant.  The  woman  wished 
to  have  the  child  laid  near  some 
of  her  own  relations,  which  the 
husband  strongly  opposed,  con- 
dttding  her    attachment  to    her 


friends  was  superior  to  her  love 
for  him ;  but  he  was  soon  eonvin- 
ced  by  his  wife's  argument,  diat 
as  her  sister  had  died  in  child- 
birth only  a  few  days  pcevioas, 
she  would  alEbrd  their  poor  infaat 
suck,  which  nourishment  it  wght 
not  have  if  buried  elsewhere. 

**  Another  instance  of  simiiBr 
superstition  occurred  in  the  esse 
of  a  woman,  who  presented  seve- 
ral b^igars  with  a  loaf  and  por- 
ringer, that  her  deceased  duld 
might  not  want  a  porringer  or 
bread  in  the  next  world,  i^ 
accounted  for  her  knovdedgeof 
the  wants  of  an  after-state,  by 
saying  that  a  very  good  roan,  who 
used  to  have  occastoaal  trances, 
in  which  it  was  known  his  soul  left 
his  body  and  became  fiinuliar  with 
disembodied  spirits,  retumiagto 
ite  former  habkacioD  after  a  short 
absence,  told  her,  on  his  reooTcry 
from  one  of  th^e  fits,  that  chil- 
dren, dymg  at  an  eariy  fg^t 
whose  parents'  neglect  deprited 
them  of  the  use  of  a  poirioger, 
were  obliged  to  1^  milk  out  of 
their  han&;  whilst  others,  who 
were  provided  in  life  with  one, 
had  a  sinular  article  prepared  for 
their  comibrt  in  a  fiiUire  state;  snd 
'now,'  continued  the  woman,  as 
she  bestowed  her  last  loaf  and 
porringer  on  a  mendicant,  'my 
mind  is  eased  of  ks  burthen,  and 
my  poor  child  is  as  happy  as  the 
best  of  them.' " 


25.  Narratfoe  of  an  Ascent  to  the 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  Au- 
gust 18,  1822.  By  Frederick 
CHssold,  Esq. 

Mr.  Clissold,  having  procured 
proper  guides,  obtained  a  pair  of  pe- 
culiar snow-shoes  fitted  with  about 
twentypyramidal  broad-based  steel 
spikes. 
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spikes,  about  one  third  of  an  inch 
long,  md  screwed  deeply  into  thick 
soles.  It  was  intimated  that  easier 
play  miij^ht  be  given  to  the  foot, 
if  the  shoes  were  covered  with  two 
soles;  the  first  extending  the 
whole  length,  the  second  not 
covering  the  hoHow  of  the  foot. 
He  also  provided  hiooself  with  a 
wide  brimmed  straw-hat,  as  a 
shelter  from  die  rays  of  the  sun  ; 
two  veils,  one  black  and  the  other 
green  ;  and  a  plaster  of  Burgun- 
dy-pitch to  be  placed  upon  the 
chest  and  between  the  shoulders, 
to  defend  the  lungs  :  provisions  in 
sadcs  for  three  daya,  consisting  of 
wme,  spirits,  vinegar>  several 
kinds  of  meat,  and  other  neces- 
saries ;  ropes  of  ten  or  twelve  feet 
long,  for  the  puipose  of  tying 
the  adventurers  together,  when 
they  were  to  pass  over  hasardous 
ground ;  a  baton  or  pole  for  each 
about  six  feet  long,  armed  at  the 
end  with  an  iron-spike;  and  an 
axe  to  cut  steps  in  the  ice  or 
snow. 

He  started  on  the  night  of  the 
16th  August,  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock  with  six  guides :  thare  beii^ 
no  moon,  they  took  a  lantern. 
They  reached  the  Aiguilles  du 
Midi  at  half-past  three  in  the 
morning,  where  they  rested  :  at 
four  they  departed,  and  put  on 
tbeir  spiked-shoes  and  trampons. 
They  next  arrived  upon  "  a  long 
plain  of  ice,  intorsected  with  cre- 
vasses, which  ran  in  parallel  direc* 
tions,  and  at  right  angles  with  the 
straight  line  of  ascent.  These 
ehasms  were  seldom  more  than 
ten  feet  wide ;  but  varied  consi- 
derably in  their  depths,  which  are 
generally  proportioned  to  those 
of  the  ice  ;  the  depths  of  the  ice 
varying  as  the  irregularity  of  the 
surface  over  which  it  runs.     The 


crevasses  are  supposed  to  be,  in 
some  places,  several  hundred  feet 
deep ;  and  their  sides  generally 
assumed  the  light  blue  tints  of 
the  sky.'* 

"  Fronting  rose  the  summit  of 
Mont  Blanc,  more  than  7000  ieet 
above  the  height  upon  which  they 
stood  ;  while  on  their  left,  a  range 
of  numerous  Aiguilles  soared 
above  them  more  than  4000  feet, 
stretdiing  eastward  from  below 
the  summit,  with  outlines  mellow-, 
ed  into  aerial  softness.  Sometimes 
they  presented  fissured  declivi- 
ties, clothed  with  glittering  man* 
ties  of  ice ;  and  sometimes  clus- 
ters oi  sun-gilt  i^ires,  pinnacled 
on  roofs  sparkling  with  snow.  On 
their  right,  and  of  about  the  sam^ 
height  with  the  Aiguilles,  rose 
the  white  D6me  du  Gouti,  vi^ich 
derives  its  name  from  its  form, 
and  is  joined  to  the  western 
shoulder  of  the  summit  by  a 
rising  narrow  ridge.  Nearly  in 
the  midst  of  the  snowy  vale,  be- 
tween the  D6me  and  the  Aiguilles, 
was  seen  a  line  of  rocks,  called 
the  Grands  MCklets ;  the  nearest 
and  highest  of  which  is  devated 
about  300  feet  above  its  surround- 
ing glaciers.  This  vale  rose  at 
an  angle  of  30  deg.^  and  was 
crossed  by  three  successive  pla« 
teaus,  elevated  one  above  the  other, 
at  right  angles  widi  our  line  of 
ascent :  the  highest,  which  is  also 
the  largest,  is  called  the  grand 
plateau ;  from  which  abruptly 
rises  the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc, 
to  an  elevation  of  about  3000 
feet»  appearing  at  a  diuance  in- 
accessible." 

Mr.  Clissold  shortly  afterwards 
"  came  to  a  perfect  column  or 
tower  of  smooth  blue  shining  ice, 
pierced,  as  it  were,  with  elegant 
lancet  windows,  supporting  an 
overhanging 
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overhanging  roof,  and  almost  lean- 
ing over  its  centre  of  gravity.  It 
was  about  five-and-thirty  feet 
high,  and  four  in  diameter :  it  had 
all  the  appearance  of  being  artifi- 
cial."— Next,  he  "  caught  a  glance 
of  an  icy  forest  of  miniature  pin- 
nacles and  spires,  still  freezing  in 
the  morning  air.  However  ele- 
gantly these  fairy  structures  may 
be  formed,  they  successively  dis- 
solve in  the  warmer  atmosphere ; 
and  being  hardened  again  by  the 
nightly  frosts,  are  perpetually 
starting  into  new  objects  of  won- 
der." 

"  As  they  approached  the  line  of 
congelation,  they  passed  through 
labyrinths  of  most  irregular  mas- 
ses. Their  path  was  seldom  seen 
more  than  a  few  yards  before 
tfaem»  and  sometimes  appeared  to 
be  suddenly  lost,  leaving  them 
locked  up  as  it  were  in  chambers 
of  ice  and  congealed  snow.  One 
or  two  of  the  guides,  mounting 
the  most  elevated  pinnacles, 
explored  the  direction  of  their 
road,  while  the  rest  of  the  party 
awaited  their  call.  The  most 
perilous  office  of  the  guides  is  to 
make  these  surveys." 

"  At  seven  they  reached  the 
usual  resting-place,  and  at  nine 
they  put  on  their  veils  and  eet  out 
to  enter  the  regions  of  eternal 
snow.  The  thermometer  in  die 
sun  was  then  70.  As  the  day  ad- 
vanced they  heard  many  ava- 
lanches falling  from  the  rocks: 
the  heat  was  oppressive ;  and  they 
were  much  harassed  with  thirst. 
They  found  great  relief  from  wine 
or  vinegar  mixed,  with  the  thawed 
snow.  The  thermometer  in  the 
sun  was  still  at  70  ;  the  snow  was 
so  hard  that  steps  were  cut  in  it 
with  the  axe  for  many  hundred 


yards.  After  some  hundred  &eC 
of  ascent,  they  were  opposed  by  a 
parapet  of  congealed  snow,  about 
eight  feet  high,  and  of  the  hard- 
ness of  ice.  This  they  scaled  by 
means  of  steps  cut  as  before,  and 
in  the  vicinity  found  a  dead  bee." 

"  It  was  nearly  six  o'clock  be- 
fore they  came  in  view  of  the 
Roche  Rouge,  a  rock  on  the  eaat- 
ern  side  of  Mont  Blanc,and  860  ft. 
below  its  summit;  they  therefore 
deferred  ascending  until  the  room- 
ing. At  eight  o'clock  the  ther- 
mometer was  at  26  deg. ;  during 
the  night  it  had  fallen  to  about  18 
deg.  They  reached  the  summit  the 
next  morning  at  half-past  five 
o'clock.  The  thermometer  soon 
rose  again  to  70  deg.  The  sum- 
mit presented  a  much  larger  area 
than  the  principal  guide  had  ever 
seen,  although  it  was  his  sixth  as- 
cent. It  is  supposed,  therefore, 
that  a  portion  of  the  previous  alti- 
tude of  the  mountain  had  fallen* 
The  plain  of  the  summit  was  tri- 
angular, and  almost  equilateral; 
declining  from  its  north  side, 
which  was  nearly  horizontal,  pa- 
rallel to,  and  &cing  the  valley  of 
Chamouni ;  the  distance  from  the 
middle  of  this  side  to  the  opposite 
angle  being  not  less  than  5  or  600 
feet.  The  plain  declined  from  die 
horizon  about  200  feet,  and  was 
intersected  by  a  fissure,  which  ran 
parallel  and  near  to  the  side  next 
Chamouni,  presenting  in  appear- 
ance the  form  of  a  crevasse." 

Mr.  Clissold  observes  of  Uie 
sublimity  of  the  prospect :  **  The 
air  was  perfectly  still ;  the  sky  of 
a  deep  cerulean  tint ;  and  the  con- 
trast of  this  richness  and  solemnity 
of  shade  magnificently  increased 
die  splendour  of  the  sun.  A  thin 
hazy  circle  skirted  the  horizon, 
dimming 
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dimming  all  objects  in  the  extreme 
distance ;  or,  it  was  thought,  the 
Mediterranean  might  have  been 
discerned.  All  distant  lowland, 
as  well  as  the  waters  of  the  Ge- 
nevan Lake,  were  slightly  ob- 
scured ;  but  the  extreme  range  of 
the  Alps  rose  clearly  in  view; 
from  which  Mount  Rosa  '  up- 
heaved its  vastness '  preeminent  in 
majesty  and  splendour.  Amid 
this  wildly  varied  immensity,  the 
distant  Shreckhom  dwindled  into 
a  diminutive  peak ;  while,  of  all  the 
magnificence  which  was  stretched 
around  us,  the  sublimest  spectacle 
was  presented  by  the  monarch  up- 
on whose  crown  we  stood ;  for  over 
a  tract  of  seven  miles  in  breadth 
and  twenty-five  in  length,  were 
seen  crowded  together  in  confused 
perspective,  hundreds  of  rifted  py- 
ramids, boldly  towering  over  tre- 
mendous and  most  resplendent 
glaciers :  but  a  range  of  Aiguilles, 
upon  the  southern  side  of  the 
mountain,  rose  with  a  still  more 
subduing  sublimity^  some  of  them 
soaring  7000  feet  almost  perpen- 
dicularly above  the  vale,  and  re- 
fulgent widi  vast  accumulations  of 
ice  and  snow." 

They  remnined  upon  the  sum- 
mit three  hours,  and  commenced 
their  descent  at  half-past  eight; 
and  at  half-past  five  descended 
beyond  the  ice :  at  half-past  seven 
they  reached  the  Priory,  after  an 
absence  of  two  nights  and  two 
days.  The  ascent  occupied  twen- 
ty-four hours ;  the  descent  eleven. 


26.  Reliquia  Dilututna :  or^  Obser- 
vations  on  the  Organic  Remains 
contained  in  Caves^  Fissures,  and 
Diluvial  Gravely  and  on  other 
Geological  Phenomena^  attesting 
the  Action  of  an  Universal  De- 
luge.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Buck- 
land,  &c.  &c.     London,  1823. 

This  important  and  interesting 
work  is  destined  to  take  an  emi- 
nent and  lasting  station  in  the 
world  of  science. 

The  original  paper,  giving  an 
account  of  the  remarkable  cave  at 
Kirkdale  •  in  Yorkshire,  filled  with 
the  bones  of  many  animals,  having 
appeared  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions,  soon  found  its  way, 
under  various  forms,  to  the  peri- 
odical press,  and  has  thus  become 
so  generally  known  as  to  require 
no  detailed  description.  The  Cop- 
ley medal  awarded  to  its  author, 
and  other  encouraging  circum- 
stances, have  induced  him  to  pro- 
secute his  researches  both  in  Eng- 
land and  Germany,  and  the  pre- 
sent enlarged  inquiry  is  the  result 
of  his  observations.  To  under- 
stand  what  we  may  have  to  state 
of  these,  it  is  needful  to  insert  a 
portion  of  definition  : 

"  As  I  (says  Mr.  B.)  shall  have 
frequent  occasion  to  make  use  of 
the  word  diluvium,  it  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  premise,  that  I  apply  it 
to  those  extensive  and  general  de- 
posits of  superficial  loam  and 
gravel,  which  appear  to  have  been 
produced  by  the  last  great  con- 
vulsion that  has  affected  our  pla- 
net ;  and  that  with  regard  to  the 


*  **  Kirkdale  is  situated  about  twenty-fiTC  miles  NN£.  of  the  city  of  York,  between 
Helmsley  and  Kiiby  Moorside,  near  the  point  at  which  the  east  base  of  the  Ham- 
bleton  hills,  looking  towards  Scarborough,  subsides  into  the  vale  of  Pickering,  and 
on  the  S.  extremity  of  the  mountainous  district  known  by  the  name  of  the  Eastern 
and  the  Cleveland  Moorlands.*' 

indications 
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indications  afibrded  by  geology  of 
such  a  coDTulsiDn,  I  entirely  coin- 
cide with  the  views  of  M.  Cuvier, 
in  considering  them  as  bearing 
undeniable  evidence  of  a  recent 
and  transient  inundation.  On 
these  grounds  I  have  felt  myself 
fully  justified  in  applying  the  epi- 
thet diluvial^  to  the  results  of  this 
great  convulsion ;  of  antedilwmlf 
to  die  state  of  things  immediately 
preceding  it ;  and  posidiluvialy  or 
alluvialf  to  that  which  succeeded 
it,  and  has  contmued  to  the  pre- 
sent tane." 

As  throwing  a  light  upon  this 
remote  question,  the  cave  of  Kirk- 
dale  oilers    some    curious    data. 
The  remains  found  imbedded  in 
the  instance  aHuded  to,  were  pre- 
served   from    decomposition    by 
strata    of  loam   auid   stalagmite, 
¥diich  effectually  protected  them 
£rom  the  action  of  the  atmo^heric 
air ;  and  their  different  stages  of 
decay  were  obviously  owing  to 
their  possessing  more  or  less  of 
this  protection.    Teeth  and  bones 
of  twenty-three  species  of  animals, 
including  elephant,  rhinoceros,  hip- 
popotamus, horse,  tiger,  bear,  ox, 
deer,  fire,  have  been  ascertained ; 
and  the  hypothesis  respecting  them 
is,  that  they  belonged  to  various 
creatures  devoured  by  hyaenas,  of 
which  this  cave  was  the  abode  for 
generaAaons;  and  it  is  calculated 
from  their  rehquise,  to  the  number 
of  at  least  from  200  to  300  had 
been  its  inhabitants  previous  to 
the  deluge.     Mr.  B.  demonstrates 
that  the  habits  of  these  hyaenas 
were  similar  to  those  of  the  hyeena 
of  the  present  day,  though   they 
are  supposed  to  have  been  one- 
third  larger  than  the  largest  spe- 
cies which  now  exists,  namely,  the 
striped  hyaena  of  Abyssinia. 
**  Thus  the  phenomena  of  this 


cave  seem  referable  to  a  ferkid 
immediately  antecedent  to  the  laat 
inundation  of  the  eartl^  and  ih 
which  die  world  was  inhabited  by 
land  animals,  almost  all  beavk^  a 
generic,  and  many  a  specific  re- 
semblance  io  thoae    which    now 
exist:  b«t  so  completely  has  the 
violence  of  that  tremeodoas  eoB- 
vulsioa  destroyed  and  remodetted 
the  form  of  the  antei^hivian  aur^ 
face,   that  it  is  only  in  caverns 
that  have  been  protected  from  its 
ravages  that  we  may  hope  to  find 
undisturbed  evidence  of   event* 
in  the  period  immediately  pre- 
ceding it.      The   bones  aheady 
described,    and     the    stalagmite 
formed  bdbre  the  introduction  of 
the  diluvial  mud,  are  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  the  products  •f  the 
period  in  question.   It  was  indeed 
probable,  before  the  discovery  of 
this  cave,  from  the  abundance  m 
vrbick    the    remains    of    aiaular 
species  oeoar  in  superficial  graved 
beds,  which  cannot  be  referred  to 
any  other  than  a  diluvial  origin, 
that  such  animals  were  the  ant»- 
diluviao  inhabitants  not  only  of 
this  country  but  generally  of  afl 
those  northern  latitudes  in  which 
their  remains  are  found,  (but  the 
proof  was  imperfect,   as    it  was 
possible  they  might    have    been 
drifted  or  floated  luther  by  the 
waters  from  the  warmer  regions 
of  die  earth;)  but   the  facu  de- 
veloped in  this  diamel-hottae  of 
the  antediluvian  forests  of  Yorh- 
shire  demonstrate   that  there  was 
a    long    succession  of   years   in 
which   the    elephimt,  rhinoceros, 
and  hippopotamus,  had  been  the 
prey  of  the  hyaenas,  which,   like 
themselves,  inhabited  England  in 
the  period  immediately  preceding 
die  formadon  of  the  diluvial  gravel; 
and  if  they  inhabited  this  country. 
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it  follows  as  a  corollary,  that  they 
also  inhabited  all  those  other  re<- 
gions  of  the  northern  hemisphere^ 
in  which  similar  hones  have  been 
found  under  precisely  the  same 
circumstances,  not  mineralizedi 
but  simply  in  the  state  of  grave 
bones  imbedded  in  loam,  or  clay, 
or  gravel,  over  great  part  of  nor- 
thern Europe,  as  well  as  North 
America  and  Siberia.  The  catas- 
trophe producing  this  gravel  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  last  event 
that  has  operated  generally  to 
modify  the  surface  of  the  earth.; 
and  the  few  local  and  pardal 
changes  that  have  succeeoed  it, 
such  as  the  lEbrmation  of  deltas, 
terraces,  tufa,  torrent-gravel  and 
peat-bogs,  all  conspire  to  show, 
that  the  period  of  their  com- 
mencement was  subsequent  to 
that  at  which  the  diluvium  was 
formed." 

**  It  »  not  to  my  present  pur^ 
pose  to  discuss  the  difficulties  that 
will  occur  on  both  sides,  till  the 
further  progress  of  geological 
science  shall  have  a&rded  us 
more  ample  information  as  to  the 
structure  of  onr  globe,  and  have 
sui^lied  those  data,  without  which 
all  opinions  that  can  be  advanced 
on  the  subject  must  be  premature, 
and  amount  to  no  more  than  plau- 
sible conjecture.  At  present  I 
am  concerned  only  to  establish 
two  important  facts, — 1st,  That 
there  has  been  a  recent  and  gene- 
ral inundation  of  the  globe ;  and, 
2d,  That  the  animals  whose  re- 
mains are  found  interred  in  the 
wreck  of  that  inundation  were 
natives  of  high  north  latitudes, 
and  not  drifted  to  their  present 
place  from  equatorial  regions  by 
the  waters  that  caused  their  de- 
struction. One  thing,  however,  is 
nearly   certain,  vi«.   that  if   any 


change  of  climate  lias  taken  j^ce, 
it  took  place  suddenly ;  for  h»vr 
otherwise  could  the  elephant's  car- 
caae,  found  entire  fin  ice  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Lena,  have  been 
preserved  from  pulore&ction  till  «t 
was  frosen  ^  with  ihe  waters  of 
the  then  exiating  ocean  ?  Nor  is 
it  less  {HTobable  Aat  this  siif|N>sed 
change  was  contemporaneAus  with, 
and  produced  by,  the  same  cause 
which  brought  on  the  inundation. 
What  this  cause  was,  whether  a 
change  in  die  inclination  in  the 
earth's  axis*  or  the  neiur  affitoach 
of  a  comet,  or  any  other  caase  or 
combination  of  causes  purely  as- 
troBKHBiioal,  is  a  question  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  is  foreign  to  tie 
object  of  the  present  memoir. 

-  -  -  *Mn  a  geological  point  of 
view,  the  occurrence  of  these 
bones,  under  the  circumstances 
above  described,  is  important,  as 
iUutttrating  the  manner  in  which 
the  bonee  o£  antediluvian  animals 
may  have  been  accumulated  by 
falling  into  similar  fissures,  which 
are  now  filled  up  with  diluvial  mud 
and  pebbles ;  for  if  fissures  eodated 
(as  they  undoubtedly  did)  on  the 
antediluvian  face  of  the  earth  in 
much  greater  abundance  than 
since  tliat  grand  aqueous  revolu* 
tion,  which  has  entirely  filled  up 
so  many  of  them  with  its  detritus, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  then 
existing  animals  should  not  have 
fallen  into  them  and  perished,  as 
modern  animals  do  in  the  com- 
parativdy  few  cavities  that  remain 
still  open  in  our  limestone  districts  t 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  is 
the  habit  of  graminivorous  ani- 
mals to  be  constantly  traversing 
the  surface  of  the  ground  in  every 
direction  in  pursuit  of  food,  it  is 
obvious  that  they  are  subject  in 
a  greater  degree  than  those  which 

are 
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are  carnivorous  to  the  perpetual 
danger  of  felling  into  any  fissures 
or  imperfectly  closed  chasms  that 
may  lie  in  their  way  ;  and  in  this 
circumstance  we  see  an  explana- 
tion of  the  comparatively  rare  oc- 
currence of  the  remains  of  beasts 
of  prey  in  the  osseous  breccia  of 
the  antediluvian  fissure,  although 
they  also  occasionally  peri&hed  in 
them,  as  the  dogs  do  at  this  day 
in  the  open  fissure  at  Duncombe 
Park. 

"  Many  of  the  arguments  aris- 
ing from  the  detail  of  facts  we 
have  been  describinff  in  Yorkshire 
are  applicable  to  the  illustration 
of  analogous  phenomena,  where 
the  evidence  of  their  history  is 
less  complete.  In  our  own  coun- 
try there  are  seven  other  instances 
of  bones  similarly  deposited  in 
caverns,  the  origin  of  some  of 
which,  though  not  before  satisfac- 
torily made  out,  becomes  evident 
as  a  corollary  from  the  proofs  af- 
forded by  the  cave  at  Kirkdale : 
these  are  in  the  counties  of  Somer- 
set, Derby,  Devon,  and  Glamor- 
ganshire." 

His  accounts  of  the  other  Eng- 
lish caves,  and  of  the  caves  in 
Germany,  are  very  curious.  The 
latter,  where  animal  remains  occur- 
red in  the  same  manner  as  at  Kirk- 
dale, he  agrees  with  M.  Cuvier  in 
ascribing  to  bears  ;*  in  other 
cases  to  natural  effects  of  deluge. 
The  general  argument  is  thus  laid 
down: 

"  In  the  conclusion  of  my  ac- 
count of  Kirkdale,  I  stated,  that 


its  phenomena  were  decisive  in 
establishing  the  fact,  that  animala 
which  are  now  limited  exclusively 
to  warmer  latitudes,  e.  g.  the  ele- 
phant, rhinoceros,  hippopotamus, 
and  hyaena,  were  the  antediluvian 
inhabitants  of  Britain,  and  not 
drifted  northwards  by  the  dUuYian 
currents  from  more  southern  or 
equatorial  regions,  as  had  often 
been  suggested,  and  was  never  till 
now  disproved;  and  I  pointed 
out  the  inference  with  respect  to 
a  probable  change  of  climate  in 
the  northern  hemisphere,  which 
seems  to  follow  from  this  circum- 
stance. 

"  Another  important  conse- 
quence arising  directly  from  the 
inhabited  caves,  and  ossiferous 
fissures,  the  existence  of  which 
has  been  now  shown  to  extend 
generally  over  Europe,  is  that  the 
present  sea  and  land  have  not 
changed  place  ;  but  that  the  ante- 
diluvian surface  of  at  least  a 
large  portion  of  the  northern 
hemisphere  was  the  same  with  the 
present ;  since  those  tracts  of  dry 
land  in  which  we  find  the  ossife- 
rous caves  and  fissures  must  have 
been  dry  also,  when  the  land 
animals  inhabited  or  fell  into  them, 
in  the  period  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  inundation  by  which 
they  were  extirpated.  And  hence 
it  follows,  that  wherever  such 
caves  and  fissures  occur,  i.  e.  in 
the  greater  part  of  Europe,  and  in 
whutever  districts  of  the  other 
Continents  such  bones  may  be 
found  under  similar  circumstances. 


•  **  M.  Cuvier  in  his  first  edition  states,  that  the  bones  found  in  these  caverns  are 
identical  over  an  extent  of  more  than  200  leagues ;  that  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
belong  to  two  species  of  bear,  both  extinct — the  ursus  spelaKus  and  ursus  arctoidcus, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  remainder  to  extinct  hyanas ;  a  very  few  to  a  large  species  of 
the  cat  family,  being  neither  a  lion,  tiger,  panther,  or  leopard,  but  most  resembling 
the  jaguar  of  South  America ;  with  them  is  found  a  species  of  glutton,  and  a  wolf  or 
dog  (not  distinguishable  from  a  recent  species,)  a  fox,  and  polecat." 

there 
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there  did  not  take  place  any  such 
interchange  of  the  surfaces  occu- 
pied respectively  hy  land  and 
water,  as  many  writers  of  high 
authority  have  conceived  to  have 
immediately  succeeded  the  last 
great  geological  revolution,  by  an 
universal  and  transient  inundation 
which  has  affected  the  planet  we 
inhabit." 

Mr.  B.  is  also  of  opinion,  that 
all  human  bones  found  in  caves  or 
strata  are  post-diluvian ;  that  at 
the  date  of  the  English  and  Ger- 
man caves,  this  part  of  the  hemi- 
sphere was  entirely  inhabited  by 
beasts,  and  became  only  at  a  later 
era  the  abode  of  man  ;  that  these 
beasts  were  all  extinguished  at 
one  period  by  an  overflow  of 
waters  ;  that  this  inundation  pro- 
duced all  the  varieties  of  cavern- 
ous deposits,  and  of  loam  and 
gravel,  in  which  they  are  deposit- 
ed ;  that  their  various  states  of 
preservation  depend  on  natural 
and  local  causes ;  and  that  all  the 
traces  on  the  surface  of  the  globe 
demonstrate  the  truth  of  the 
Mosaic  history  of  a  Universal 
Deluge. 

27.  Historicul  View  of  tht  Lite- 
rature of  the  South  of  Europe. 
By  J.  C.  L.  Simonde  de  Sis- 
mondi,  of  the  Academy  and 
Society  of  Arts  at  Geneva, 
Honorary  Member  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wilna,  of  the  Italian 
Academy,  &c.  Translated  from 
the  original,  with  Notes,  by 
Thomas  Roscoe,  Esq. 

The  names  both  of  the  author 
and  translator  of  the  above  wovk, 
afford  a  su£Bcient  guarantee  for 
its  excellence.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  chapter 
upon  the  literature  of  the  Trouba- 


dours ;  a  name  which  at  once 
presents  to  the  fancy,  the  tour- 
nament and  the  court  of  love,  the 
bower  and  the  castle  ;  bright 
ladies  and  gallant  knights,  capa- 
risoned steeds  and  tented  fields, 
with  all  the  dazzling  enchantments 
of  chivalry. 

**  When,  in  the  tenth  century,  the 
nations  of  the  South  of  Europe 
attempted  to  give  a  consistency  to 
the  rude  dialects  which  had  been 
produced  by  the  mixture  of  the 
Latin  with  the  northern  tongues, 
one  of  the  new  languages  appear- 
ed to  prevail  over  ^e  others. 
Sooner  formed,  more  generally 
spread,  and  more  rapidly  cultiva- 
ted than  its  rivals,  it  seemed  to 
assume  the  place  of  the  forsaken 
Latin.  Thousands  of  poets  flou- 
rished, almost  contemporaneously, 
in  this  new  language,  who  gave  it 
a  character  of  originality  which 
owes  nothing  to  the  Greeks  or 
the  Romans,  or  to  what  is  called 
classical  literature.  They  spread 
their  reputation  from  the  extre- 
mity of  Spain  to  that  of  Italy ; 
and  they  have  served  as  models 
to  all  the  poets,  who  afterwards 
succeeded  them  in  other  lan- 
guages, even  to  those  of  the 
north,  and  amongst  these  to  the 
English  and  the  German.  All  at 
once,  however,  this  ephemeral  re- 
putation vanished.  The  voice  of 
the  Troubadours  was  silent ;  the 
Provenfal  was  abandoned,  and, 
undergoing  new  changes, .  again 
became  a  mere  dialect,  till  after  a 
brilliant  existence  of  three  cen- 
turies, its  productions  were  ranked 
amongst  those  of  the  dead  lan- 
guages. From  this  period,  it  re- 
ceived no  additions. 

"  The  high  reputation  of  the 
Proven9al  poets,  and  the  rapid  de- 
cline of  their  language,  are  two 
phenomena 
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pbAnomeiia  equally  striking  im 
the  kistory  of  the  cultivatioa  of 
the  human  mind.  That  litera- 
ture, which  has  given  models  to 
other  nations,  yet,  amongst  its 
crowd  of  agreeable  poems,  has 
not  produced  a  single  master- 
piece, a  single  work  of  genius  des- 
tined to  immortality,  is  the  more 
worthy  of  our  attention,  as  it  is 
entirely  the  of&pring  of  the  age, 
and  not  of  individuals.  It  re- 
veals to  u»  the  sentiments,  the 
imagination,  and  the  spirit  of  the 
modern  nations,  in  their  infancy. 
It  exhibits  wliat  was  common  to 
all  and  pervaded  all;  and  not 
what  genius,  superior  to  the  age, 
enabled  a  single  individual  to  ac- 
complish. Thus  the  return  of 
the  beautiM  days  of  Spring  is 
announced  to   us,  not  by  some 


single  wonder  of  the  gardois,  in 
the  producti<Mi  of  which  the  artifi- 
cial exertions  of  man  have  seoond- 
ed  the  efforts  of  nature,  but  by  the 
brilliant  flowers  of  the  fields,  and 
by  the  prodigality  of  the  mea- 
dows." 

-----'*  Raymond  Berenger 
and  his  successors  introduced  into 
Provence  the  spirit  both  of  liberty 
and  chivalry,  and  a  taste  for  ele- 
gance and  the  arts,  with  all  the 
sciences  of  the  Arabians.  The 
union  of  these  noble  sentiments 
gave  birth  to  that  poetical  spirit 
which  shone  out,  at  once,  over 
Provence  and  all  the  South  of 
Europe,  like  an  electric  flash  in 
the  midst  of  the  most  palpaMe 
darkness,  illuminating  au  things 
by  the  brightness  of  its  flame." 


The  following  is  translated  Arom  Guillaume  de  St.  Gr^ory,  and 
of  the  class  called  *'  iStn7en#e^,"  Martial  or  Political  Songs. 

The  beautiftd  Sprbg  delights  me  well, 

When  flowers  and  leaves  are  growing ; 
And  it  pleases  my  heart,  to  hear  the  swell 
Of  the  birds'  sweet  chorus  flowing 

In  the  echoing  wood ; 
And  I  love  to  see  all  scattered  around. 
Pavilions  and  tents,  on  the  martial  ground ; 

And  my  spirit  finds  it  good 
To  see,  on  the  level  plains  beyond^ 
Gay  knights  and  steeds  caparison'd. 


It  pleases  mti,  when  die  Lancers  bold 

Set  men  and  armies  flying ; 
And  it  pleases  me,  too,  to  hear  the  sound, 

The  voice  of  the  soldiers  crying ; 
And  joy  is  mine, 
When  the  oastles  strong  besieged  shake, 
And  wfdls  uprooted  totter  and  qoake, 

And  I  see  the  foemen  join 
On  the  vaxMt/ed  shore,  all  oompass'd  round 
Wkh  the  palisade  and  guasded  mounil. 


Lances 
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Lances  and  sworda,  and  atained  helma, 

And  slrields  dismantled  and  broken, 
On  the  verge  of  the  bloody  battle-scene, 

The  field  of  wrath  betoken  ; 
And  the  rassals  are  there^ 
And  there  fly  the  steeds  of  the  dying  and  dead ; 
And  where  the  mingled  strife  is  spread, 

The  noblest  warrior's  care 
Is  to  cleave  the  foeman's  limbs  and  head* 
The  conqueror  less  of  the  living  than  dead. 

1  tell  you  that  nothing  my  soul  can  cheer, 

Or  banqueting  or  reposing, 
Like  the  onset  cry  of  '*  Charge  them  "  rung 

From  each  side,  as  in  battle  closing ; 
Where  the  horses  neigh, 
And  the  call  to  *'  aid/'  is  echoing  loud. 
And  there,  on  the  earth,  the  lowly  and  proud 

In  the  foss  together  lie ; 
And  yonder  Is  piled  the  mingled  heap 
Of  the  brave,  Uiat  scaled  the  trench's  steep. 

Barons !  your  castles  in  safety  place, 

Your  cities  and  villages,  too. 
Before  ye  haste  to  the  £itde*scene  : 

And,  Papiol  !*  quickly  go, 
And  tell  the  lord  of  "  Yes  and  ^o,"t 
That  peace  already  too  long  hath  been ! 

The  above  was  dedicated  to  Beatrix  of  Savoy,  the  wife  of  Raymond 
Berenger  V.  the  last  Count  of  Provence.  Beatrix  was  the  mother  of 
four  queens,  of  France,  of  Germany,  of  England,  and  of  Naples. 

Song  by  Richard  I.f  written  durinsr  his  imprisonment  in  the 
Tour  T6n6breuse,  or  Black  Tower. 

No  wretched  captive  of  his  prison  roeaks, 

Unless  with  pain  and  bitterness  of  soul ; 
Yet  consolation  from  the  Muse  he  seeks. 

Whose  voice  alone  misfortune  can  control. 
Where  now  is  each  ally,  each  baron,  friend, 

Whose  face  I  ne'er  beheld  without  a  smile  ? 
Will  none,  his  sovereigp  to  redeem,  expend 

The  smallest  portion  of  his  treasures  vilet 

*  The  name  of  the  Troubadour't  JtnugltuTy  oit  page, 
t  Richard  Csm  de  lion. 

Though 
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Though  none  may  blush  that,  near  two  tedious  years* 

Without  relief,  my  bondage  has  endured, 
Yet  knbw,  my  English,  Norman,  Gascon  peers. 

Not  one  of  you  should  thus  remain  immured  : 
The  meanest  subject  of  my  wide  domains, 

Had  I  been  free,  a  ransom  should  haYe  found  ; 
I  mean  not  to  reproach  you  with  my  chains. 

Yet  still  I  wear  them  on  a  foreign  ground ! 

Too  true  it  is — so  selfish  human  race ! 

"  Nor  dead  nor  captive,  friend  or  kindred  find ;" 
Since  here  I  pine  in  bondage  and  disgrace. 

For  lack  of  gold  my  fetters  to  unbind. 
Much  for  myself  I  feel,  yet  ah!  still  more 

That  no  compassion  from  my  subjects  flows : 
What  can  from  infamy  their  names  restore, 

If,  while  a  prisoner,  death  my  eyes  should  close  ? 

But  small  is  my  surprise,  though  great  my  grief, 

To  find,  in  spite  of  all  his  solemn  vows, 
My  lands  are  ravaged  by  the  Gallic  chief, 

While  none  my  cause  has  courage  to  espouse. 
Though  lofty  towers  obscure  the  cheerful  day, 

Yet  through  the  dungeon's  melancholy  gloom, 
Kind  Hope,  in  gentle  whispers,  seems  to  say, 

*'  Perpetual  thraldom  is  not  yet  thy  doom." 

Ye  de^r  companions  of  my  happy  days, 

Of  Cha\l  and  Pensavin,  aloud  declare 
Throughout  the  earth,  in  everlasting  lays. 

My  foes  against  me  wage  inglorious  war. 
Oh,  tell  them,  too,  that  ne'er,  among  my  crimes, 

Did  breach  of  faith,  deceit,  or  fraud  appear ; 
That  infamy  will  brand  to  latest  times 

The  insults  I  receive,  while  captive  here. 

Enow,  all  ye  men  of  Anjou  and  Touraine, 

And  every  bach'lor  knight,  robust  and  brave, 
That  duty,  now,  and  love,  alike  are  vain, 

From  bonds  your  sovereign  and  your  friend  to  save. 
Remote  from  consolation  here  I  lie, 

The  wretched  captive  of  a  powerful  foe, 
Who  all  your  zeal  and  ardour  can  defy. 

Nor  leaves  you  aught,  but  pity,  to  bestow. 

The  following  Song  is  the  production  of  Dietmar  von  Aste : — 

There  sate  upon  the  linden  tree, 

A  bird,  and  sang  its  strain ; 
So  sweet  it  sang,  that  as  1  heard 

My  heart  went  back  again. 
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It  went  to  one  iremember'd  spot, 

It  4aw  the  rose-^ees  grow, 
And  thought  again  the  thoughts  of  love 

There  cherish'd  long  ago. 

A  thousand  years  to  me  it  seems, 

Since  by  my  fair  1  sate ; 
Yet  thus  to  be  a  stranger  long. 

Is  not  my  choice,  but  fate : 
Since  then  I  liave  not  seen  the  flowers, 

Nor  heard  the  bird's  sweet  song  : 
My  joys  have  all  too  briefly  past, 

My  griefs  been  all  too  long* 

The  following  are  by  Arnaud  de  Marveil : — 

All  I  behold  recalls  the  memory 
Of  her  I  love.     The  freshness  of  the  hour, 
Th^  enamelFd  fields,  the  many  coloured  flower^ 

Speaking  of  her,  move  to  me  melody. 

Had  not  the  poets,  with  that  courtly  phrase^ 
Saluted  many  a  fair  of  meaner  worth, 

I  could  not  now  have  render*d  thee  the  praise 
So  justly  due,  of  "  Fairest  of  the  Earth.*' 

To  name  diee  tlms  had  been  to  speak  thy  name, 

And  waken,  o'er  thy  cheek,  the  blush  of  modest  shame. 

Oh !  how  sweet  the  breath  of  April, 

Breathing  sof^  as  May  draws  near! 
While  through  nights  of  tranquil  beauty. 

Songs  of  gladness  meet  the  ear : 
Every  bird  his  well-known  language 

Uttering  in  the  morning's  pride. 
Revelling  in  joy  and  gladness 

By  his  happy  partner's  side. 

When  around  me  all  is  smiling. 

When  to  life  the  young  birds  spring. 
Thoughts  of  love,  I  cannot  hinder. 

Come,  my  heart  inspiriting— 
Nature,  habit,  both  incline  me 

In  such  joy  to  bear  my  part : 
With  such  sounds  of  bli^  around  me. 

Who  could  wear  a  sadden'd  heart  ? 

Fairer  than  the  far-famed  Helen, 

Lovelier  than  the  flow'rets  gay. 
Snow-white  teeth,  and  lips  truth-telling, 

Heart  as  open  as  the  day  ; 
182S.  0  Golden 
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Golden  hair,  and  fresh  bright  roses,— 
Heaven,  who  formed  a  thing  so  &ir, 
Knows  that  never  yet  another 
Lived,  who  can  with  her  compare. 
The  following  beautiful  Elegy  is  by  Ausias  March  : — 

The  hands,  which  never  spare,  have  snatched  thee  hence. 

Cutting  the  firail  thread  of  thy  tender  life, 

And  bearing  thee  from  out  this  scene  of  strife. 
Obedient  still  to  Fate's  dark  ordinance. 
All  that  I  see  and  feel  now  turns  to  pain. 

When  I  remember  thee  I  loved  so  well ; 

Yet,  from  the  griefs  that  m  my  bosom  swell, 
I  seem  to  snatch  some  taste  of  bliss  again ; 
Thus,  fed  by  tender  joy,  my  grief  shall  last  : 
Unfed,  the  deepest  sorrow  soon  is  past. 

Within  a  gentle  heart  love  never  dies  ; 

He  fades  in  breasts  which  guilty  thoughts  distress, 

And  fails  the  sooner  for  his  own  excess  ; 
But  lives,  when  rich  in  virtuous  qualities. 
When  the  eye  sees  not  and  the  touch  is  gone. 

And  all  the  pleasures  Beauty  yields  are  o'er, 

Howe'er  the  conscious  sufferer  may  deplore. 
We  know  that  soon  such  sensual  griefs  are  flown. 
Virtuous  and  holy  love  links  mind  to  mind ; 
And  such  is  ours,  which  death  cannot  unbind. 

The  war  against  the  Albigenses  fices  in  their  gifts  to  their  servants 

was  the  principal  cause  of  the  de-  and  bailiffs,  and  it  was  with  tbem 

struction  of  Provenpal  poetry,  and  a  proverbial  expression,  **  I  had 

ruin  of  the  Troubadours;  a  war  rather  have  be^  a  priest  than 

undertaken  against  religion,  and  have  done  so  disgraced  a  thing." 

carried  on  with  the  most  unrelent-  Innocent    IIL    proclaimed    a 

ing  malignity  and  annihilating  de-  crusade  against  those  who  veib- 

vastation.   The  clergy  had  &llen  tured  to  separate  from  the  Romish 

by  their  vices  into  utter  contempt :  Church  :  he  addressed  a  letter  to 

the  Troubadours  satirized  them,  the  King  of  France,   and  to  all 

"  If, "  said  Raymond  de  Castelnau,  princes  and  most  powerful  barons, 

"God  has  willed  the  Black  Monks  as  well  as  to  the  metropolitans 

to  be  unrivalled  in  their  good  eat-  and  the  bishops,  exhorting  them 

ing  and  in  their  amours,  and  the  to  avenge  the  blood  which  had 

White  Monks  in  their  lying  bulls,  been  sheid,  (Pierre  de  Castelnau, 

and  the  Templars  and  Hospital-  the  legate  of  the  Pope,)  and   to 

lers  in  pride,  and  the  Canons  in  extirpate    the    heresy.     All    the 

usury;  I  hold  St.  Peter  and  St.  indulgences  and  pardons  usually 

Andrew  to  have  been  egregious  granted  to  the    crusaders    were 

fools,  for  suffering  so  many  tor-  promised  ,  to    those    who  exter- 

ments  for  the  sake  of  God ;  since  all  minaied  these  unbelievers,  a  thou* 

these  people  also  are  to  be  saved."  sand  times  more  detestable  dian 

The    gentry  granted   the    bene-  the  Turks  and  Saracens.     More 

than 
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tban  300)000   men  appeared  in 
arndS)  to  accomplish  this  butchery ; 
and  the  first  nobles  of  France, 
the  most  virtuous,   and  perhaps 
the  mildest    of  her  aristocracy, 
believed  that  they  were  rendering 
an  acceptable  service  to  God,  in 
thus  arming   themselves   against 
their   brethren.      Raymond    VI. 
Count  pf  Toulouse,  one  of  whose 
gentlemen  had  killed   the  priest 
before  mentioned,   and  who  was 
accused  of  favouring  the  heretics, 
terrified  at  this  storm,  submitted 
to  every  thing  that  was  required 
of  him.     He  delivered  up  his  for- 
tresses, and  even  marched  to  the 
crusade  against  the  most  faithful 
of  his  own    subjects;    and  yet^ 
notwithstanding   this   disgraceful 
weakness,  he  did  not  escape  the 
hatred  or  the  vengeance  of  the 
clergy.  But  Raymond  Roger,  Vis- 
count of  Beziers,  his  youthful  and 
generous  nephew,  without  sharing 
himself  in  die  heretical  opinions, 
would  not  consent  to  the  atrocities 
which  were  about  to  be  committed 
in  his  states.     He  encouraged  his 
subjects  to  defend  themselves ;  and 
shutting  himself  up  in  Carcassone, 
and  delivering  Beziers  to  the  care 
of  his   lieutenants,  awaited    with 
firmness  the  attack   of  the  cru- 
saders.    Beziers  was  taken  by  as- 
sault, on  the  22d  July,  1209,  and 
with  this  city  fell  Provencal  poetry. 
15,000  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  narrative  which  the  abbot  of 
the  Cistercians  transmitted  to  the 
Pope,   or   60,000,    according  to 
other  contemporary  writers,  were 
put  to  the  sword.     The  city  it- 
self, afler  a  general  massacre,  not 
only  of  its  inhabitants  but  like- 
wise of   the  neighbouring    pea- 
santry,   who  had  thrown  them- 
selves into   it,   was    reduced  to 
ashes.      An    old  Provencal  his- 
torian has  augmented,  by  the  sim- 


plicity of  his  language,  the  horror 
of  this  picture. 

"  They    entered    the    city   of 
Beziers,    where    they    murdered 
more  people  than  was  ever  known 
in  the   world :    for  they  spared 
neither  young  nor  old,  nor  infants 
at  the   breast     They  killed  and 
murdered    all    of  them;    which 
being  seen  by  the  said  people  of 
the  city,  they  that  were  able  did 
retreat  into  the  great  church  of 
St.  Nazarius,  both  men  and  wo- 
men. The  chaplains  thereof,  when 
they  retreated,  caused  the  bells  to 
ring  until  every  body  was  dead. 
But  neither  the  sound  of  the  bells, 
nor  the  chaplains  in  their  priestly 
habits,  Qor  the  clerks,  could  hinder 
all  from  being  put  to  the  sword ; 
one  only  escaped,  for  all  the  rest 
were  slain,  and  died.     Nothing 
so  pitiable  was  ever  heard  of  or 
done ;  and  when  the  city  had  been 
pillaged,  it  was  set  on  fire,  so  that 
it  was  all  pillaged  and  burned, 
even  as  it  appears  at  this   day. 
No  living  thing  was  left ;  which 
was  a  cruel  vengeance,  seeing  that 
the  said  Viscount  was  neither  a 
heretic  nor  of  their  sect." 

The  same  tremendous  war  de- 
vastated the  whole  of  the  South  of 
France.  They  who  escaped  from 
the  sacking  of  the  towns,  were 
sacrificed  by  the  feggot.  From 
1209  to  1229  nothing  was  seen 
but  massacres  and  tortures.  The 
Muses  fled  from  a  soil  polluted 
with  carnage. 

Among  the  persecutors  a  few 
Troubadours  were  found,  the  most 
celebrated  of  whom  was  the  abo- 
minable Folquet,  bishop  of  Tou- 
louse, who  betrayed  alike  his  prince 
and  his  flock ;  and  Izarn,  a  Do- 
minican missionary  and  inquisitor, 
who  among  others  has  left  us  the 
following  beautiful  relic  ! — 
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As  you  declare  you  won't  believe,  'da,  fit  tliat  you  ohoukl  bum. 

And  as  your  fellows  bave  been  burnt,  that  you  should  blase  in  turn; 

And  as  you  've  disobey'd  the  will  of  God  and  of  Su  Paul, 

Which  ne'er  was  found  within  your  heart,  nor  pass'd  your  teeth  at  all. 

The  fire  is  lit,  the  pitch  is  hot,  and  ready  is  the  stake. 

That  through  th^e  tortures,  for  your  sins,  a  passage  you  may  take. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Troubadours  beheld,  however,  wkh  equal 
detestation,  both  the  crusade  and  the  domination  of  the  French. 
The  following  martial  ballad  was  written  at  this  time,  calling  the  per- 
secuted Provencals  to  resist  the  plundering  invasion,  which  St.  Louis 
was  directing  against  them,  under  the  pretence  of  a  zeal  for  religion 
and  social  order.  It  is  now  very  curious,  as  shewing  the  light  in 
which  some  of  his  contemporaries  viewed  the  hypocrisy  and  crusty 
of  this  St.  Louis,  whose  God  is,  in  the  year  1 82S,  invoked  in  sup* 
port  of  similar  projects. 

I'll  make  a  song  shall  body  forth 

My  full  and  free  complaint. 
To  see  the  heavy  hours  pass  on. 
And  witness  to  the  feint 
Of  coward  souls,  whose  vows  were  made 
In  falsehood,  and  are  yet  unpaid ; 
Yet,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear, 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 

Yes!  full  and  ample  help  for  us 

Shall  come,  so  trusts  my  heart ; 
God  fights  for  us,  and  these  our  foes. 
The  French,  must  soon  depart ; 
For  on  the  souls  that  fear  not  God 
Soon,  soon  shall  fall  the  vengeful  rod : 
Then,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear, 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 

And  hither  they  believe  to  come, 

(The  treacherous,  base  crusaders !) 
But,  ev'u  as  quickly  as  they  come. 
We  '11  chase  those  fierce  invaders ; 
Without  a  shelter  they  shall  fly 
Before  our, valiant  chivalry: 

Then,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear. 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near.^ 

And  ev'n  if  Frederic,  on  the  throne 

Of  powerful  Germany, 
Submits  the  cruel  ravages 
Of  Louis'  hosts  to  see ; 
Yet,  in  the  breast  of  England's  king. 
Wrath,  deep  and  vengefiil,  shall  upspring ; 
Then,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear. 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 

Not  much  those  meek  and  holy  men» 

The  traitorous  Bishops,  mourn.  Though 
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Though  from  our  hands  the  sepulchre 
Of  our  dear  Lord  be  torn ; 
More  tender  far  their  anxious  care 
For  the  rich  plunder  of  Belcaire : 

But,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear« 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 

And  look  at  our  proud  Cardinal, 

Whose  hours  in  peace  are  past ; 
Look  at  his  splendid  dwelling-place, 
(Pray  Heaven  it  may  not  last !) 
He  heeds  not,  while  he  lives  in  state. 
What  ills  on  Damietta  wait : 

But,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear. 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 

I  cannot  think  that  Avignon 

Will  lose  its  holy  zeal 
In  this  our  cause,  so  ardently 
It's  citizens  can  feel. 
Then  shame  to  him  who  will  not  bear 
In  this  so  glorious  cause  his  share ! 
And,  noble  Sirs,  we  will  not  fear, 
Strong  in  the  hope  of  succours  near. 
We  make  the  following  as  our  last  extract.     It  is  the  Lay  ie  departie 
of  Raoul  de  Coucy,  who  was  killed  in  1229,  at  the  Battle  of  Massoura. 

How  cruel  is  it  to  depart. 

Lady!  who  causest  all  my  grief. 

My  body  to  it's  Lord's  relief 
Must  go,  but  thou  retain'st  my  heart. 
To  Syria  now  I  wend  my  way, 

Where  Paynim  swords  no  terror  move : 
Yet  sad  shall  be  each  lingering'  day, 

Far  from  the  side  of  her  I  love. 

We  learn  from  many  a  grave  divine. 

That  God  hath  written  in  his  laws. 

That,  to  avenge  his  holy  cause, 
AU  earthly  things  we  must  resign. 
Lord !  I  surrender  all  to  thee ! 

No  goods  have  I,  nor  castle  fair ; 
But,  were  my  Lady  kind  to  me, 

I  should  not  know  regret  nor  care. 

At  least,  in  this  strange  foreign  land, 

My  thoughts  may  dwell  by  night  and  d  y 

(Fearless  of  what  detractors  say) 
On  her  whose  smile  is  ever  bland. 
And  now  I  make  my  will,— and  here 

I  give,  and  fully  do  devise, 
My  heart  to  her  I  hold  so  dear. 

My  soul  to  God  in  Paradise.  CHAP- 


[214] 


LITERARY    RETROSPECT 


CHAPTER  II. 

DISCOVERIES    AND    INVENTIONS.—FACTS     IN    ARTS, 
SCIENCES  AND  PHILOSOPHY. 


A  NEW  mineral  has  lately  been 
discovered  in  the  parish  of  Eyer, 
in  the  South  of  Norway,  and  it  is 
found  in  nodules  of  quartz,  dis- 
posed in  granite.  The  crystals 
appear  to  radiate  from  the  granite 
into  the  quartz.  From  its  pointed 
form  it  has  received  the  name  of 
Achmite,  from  the  Greek  word 
achme,  a  point.  It  contains  silica, 
55.25;  oxide  of  iron,  31.2  ;  do.  of 
manganese,  1.08 ;  lime,  0.7S ;  soda, 
10.40. 

Dr.  Brewster  has  discovered 
two  new  fluids  in  the  cavities  of 
minerals,  which  are  immiscible, 
and  possess  remarkable  physical 
properties. — Dr.  B.  conceives  this 
circumstance  to  weigh  strongly  on 
the  side  of  the  aqueous  formation 
of  minerals,  and  against  the  ig- 
neous system. 

A  remarkable  flint  battle-axe 
was  found  at  Claremont  near  St. 
Andrew's,  on  the  property  of  James 
Nairn,  Esq.  It  is  a  foot  long,  its 
mean  thickness  S/c  inches,  its 
weight  lib.  14oz.  It  is  polished, 
and  perfectly  smooth.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  unique. 

Mr.  Perkins  has  invented  a 
new  Steam  Engine,  in  which  the 
steam  is  compressed,  and  thus 
its  power  most  wonderfully  in- 
creased. That  at  work  in  his  own 
manufactory  is  a  ten-horse  power, 
although  the  cylinder  is  only  2 
inches  in  diameter  and  18  inches 
long,  with  a  stroke  of  only  12 
inches.  In  full  work,  it  con- 
sumes only  2  bushels  of  coals  per 
day.     It  occupies  a  space  of  only 


6.0  X  8.0,  yet  Mr.  Perkins  con- 
siders it  sufBcient  for  a  thirty-horse 
power.  He  can  apply  his  in- 
vention to  engines  on  the  old 
construction. 

Dr.  Brewster  has  discovered  that 
the  plants  Chara  vulgaris  and 
Hispida  are  phosphorescent,  and, 
when  laid  upon  heated  iron,  dis- 
play their  entire  outlines  in  the 
dark. 

The  meteoric  stone  of  Epinal 
has  been  analyzed  by  Vauquelin. 
It  was  covered  with  a  fused  black 
coating.  A  quantity  of  4  grammes, 
or  61.8  grains,  gave  silica,  1.40; 
oxide  of  iron,  2.51  ;  sulphur, 
0.09  ;  oxide  of  chrome,  O.Ol  ; 
oxide  of  nickel,  0.02  ;  magnesia, 
0.17  ;   lime  and  potash,  0.50. 

Mr.  Farraday  has  annoonced 
the  discovery,  that  gases  may  be 
condensed  into  liquids. 

Dr.  R.  Knox  had  discovered 
the  foramen  centrale  of  the  reti- 
na to  exist  in  the  eyes  of  rep- 
tiles. He  also  observes  the  vision 
of  the  horse  to  be  weak  and  im- 
perfect. 

The  polarisation  of  sound  has 
been  established  in  experiments 
upon  vibration,  by  Mr.  Wheat- 
stone. 

Under  the  tropics,  Colond 
Wright  observes,  mercury  rises 
and  falls  twice  in  twenty-four 
hours  so  r^^ularly  that  time  may 
be  measured  by  it. 

A  whirlwind  occurred  at  Scar- 
borough on  the  ?4th  June.  It 
tore  up  two  large  elm-tiees,  and 
proceeded  to  the  sea,  into  which  it 

drove 
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drove  nine  machines:  one  was 
whirled  about  several  times;  it 
then  entered  the  harbour,  and 
drove  three  large  vessels  from  their 
moorings.  Its  sound  resembled 
the  rattling  of  several  carriages 
together.  Its  base  appeared  to 
vary  in  diameter  from  60  to  80 
yards,  and  its  height  about  700  feet. 

Mr.  Perkins  has  crystallized 
acetic  acid,  by  pressure  of  1000 
atmospheres.  The  crystals  thus 
formed  are  pure  acid.  He  has  also 
compressed  atmospheric  air  into 
fluid. 

A  quantity  of  acid  earth  has 
been  brought  from  Persia,  by 
Colonel  Wright  The  inhabitants 
use  it  in  making  sherbet :  it  con- 
tains sulphuric  acid. 

M.  Julius  Leo  of  Berlin  has 
proved  that  earthworms  multiply 
by  eggs. 

Mr.  Barnes,  of  Cornwall  in 
America,  has  discovered  that  steel 
may  be  cut  by  the  rapid  motion  of 
a  circular  saw  of  soft  iron. 

In  November  1 822,  a  tremend- 
ous eruption  issued  from  the  moun- 
tain Preanger  Regencies  in  Java. 
Masses  of  rock  were  thrown  from 
the  volcano,  and  the  courses  of 
rivers  were  stopped  by  them.  The 
country  twenty  miles  round  was 
completely  destroyed,  and  6000 
persons  lost  their  lives. 

Mr.  Davis  has  shewn  that  the 
Chinese  year  is  a  lunar  year,  con- 
sisting of  twelve  months  of 
twenty-nine  and  thirty  days  alter- 
nately, with  the  intercalation  of  a 
thirteenth  month  seven  times  in 
nineteen  years,  to  make  the  year 
correspond  more  nearly  with  the 
gun's  course. 

Sir  E.  Home  has  found  that 
the  ears  of  animals  generally 
having  the  tympanum-  oval  and 
the  radii  of  different  lengths,  are 


not,  like  the  human  ear,  adapted 
for  hearing  musical  sounds.  Ex- 
periments were  tried  upon  the 
elephant  and  the  lion  at  Exeter 
'  Change :  they  did  not  move  at 
the  sharp  notes,  but  at  the  flat 
tones  the  lion  became  greatly  in- 
furiated, attempted  to  break  loosC} 
and  lashed  his  tail,  yelling  at  the 
same  time ;  all  which  ceased  with 
the  music. 

In  August  1823,  a  water-spout 
was  seen  near  the  village  of  Bon- 
court  in  France.  Its  broad  base 
rested  on  the  ground,  and  its  sum- 
mit was  lost  in  the  clouds.  It  con- 
sisted of  thick  black  vapour,  and 
flames  issued  from  it.  It  tore  up 
trees,  levelled  houses,  overturned 
and  broke  carts  to  pieces  although 
heavily  laden,  and  destroyed  many 
lives.  A  similar  water-spout  oc- 
curred near  Genoa,  in  September 
1S23. 

Mr.  Perkins  has -invented  a 
small  apparatus,  acting  as  a  gun 
by  steam.  It  discharged  240 
musquet-balls  in  a  minute. 

In  the  97  parishes  within  the 
walls,  1 7  parishes  without,  23  out- 
parishes  in  Middlesex  and  Surrey, 
and  in  the  10  parishes  of  West- 
minster, during  the  past  year, 
tbere  have  been  bom  and  christen- 
ed, 1 3,945  males ;  1 3,734  females ; 
total,  27,679  ;  —  buried,  10,455 
males ;  10,132  females ;  total, 
20,587. — Among  the  diseases  and 
casualties,  the  most  striking  items 
are — consumption,  5012;  inflam- 
mation, 2189  ;  small-pox,  774; 
apoplexy,  332;  drowned,  118; 
burnt,  39;  suicide,  24;  excessive 
drinking,  6  ;  executed,  22  ;  mur- 
dered, 2;  poisoned,  6;  starved, 
l.< — ^The  burials  are  stated  to  have 
increased  1722.  It  is  gratifying, 
however,  to  remark,  that  above  a 
twentieth  part  of  the  persons  who 

died, 
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died,  had  attained  the  ages  of  70 
and  80  years ;  more  than  100  ex- 
ceeded 90  years;  four  had 
reached  to  100  ;  and  three  died 
respectively  at  102,  107,  and  109. 

A  recent  tahle  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Russia  makes  the  total 
Dumher  40,067,000.  Of  these 
only  3,7S4  are  manufacturers. 
The  commercial  capital  is  esti- 
mated at  819,660,000  roubles;  (a 
rouble  is  worth  about  lOd.) 

Of  gold,  the  mines  of  Europepro- 
duce,  in  sterling,  only  1 85, 020/. ; 
Nordiem  Asia,  76,770/. ;  Ame- 
rica, the  rest  of  the  total  of 
2,467,260/.  in  the  following  pro- 
portions :— New  Spain,  229,680/. ; 
New  Granada,  672,500/. ;  Peru, 
111,580/.;  Potosi,  and  Provinces 
east  of  Buenos  Ayres,  72,180/. ; 
Chile,  400,550/.;  and  Bra2il, 
980,870/. 

Of  silver,  the  total  amount  of 
which  is  7,519,670/.,  Europe  pro- 
duces 484,580/.,  and  Northern 
Asia  199,780/.  America  furnishes 
therest;  as  New  Spain,  4,945,840/; 
Peru,  1,292,440/.;  Potosi,  &c. 
1,019,070/. ;  and  Chile,  62,820/. 

Professor  Dobereiner  of  Jena 
has  discovered  that  platina,  in  a 
spongy  state,  occasions  the  com- 
bination of  hydrogen  and  oxygen 
at  common  temperatures,  and  that 
the  extrication  of  heat  that  results 
is  sufficient  to  make  the  metal 
red-hot. 

Blumenbach  has  ascertained 
the  irritability  of  the  tongue  to 
exceed  by  far  that  of  the  heart. 
He  made  his  experiment  upon  the 
tongue  of  a  four-year  old  ox, 
which  had  been  killed  in  the 
usual  way*  It  moved  at  the  prick 
of  a  knife  several  minutes  afler 
it  was  cut  out. 

Shitgard. — Workmen  had  been 
employed  in  digging  at  a  place 


called  Kahlenstein.  They  lately 
discovered  several  bones  of  the 
mammoth,  of  an  extraordinary 
size.  Besides  a  molar  tooth,  al- 
most reduced  to  powder,  thirteen 
feet  seven  inches  long  without 
reckoning  the  cavity  of  the  tooth, 
there  were  several  vertebrae  and 
ribs,  a  great  piece  of  the  hip-bone, 
another  molar  tooth,  and  several 
fragments  of  the  occiput.  In 
the  course  of  their  work  they 
also  found  the  upper  bone 
of  the  fore-foot,  the  thickest  part 
of  which  is  a  foot  in  diameter, 
and  a  fragment  of  a  molar  tooth 
seven  feet  and  a  half  long.  All 
these  bones  are  in  a  layer  of  clay 
mixed  with  sand,  eighteen  feet 
below  the  upper  snr&ce  of  the 
mountains,  and  eighty-two  above 
the  level  of  the  river  Ne^ar. 
They  are  the  larsest  that  have  yet 
been  found  in  Wurtemberg. 

Svccinic  Acid  in  Turpentine,''^ 
MM.  Lecanu  and  Serbat  have 
ascertained  with  certainty  the 
presence  of  succinic  add  in  tur- 
pentine. It  rises  when  the  oil 
is  distilled,  towards  the  end  of 
the  operation,  and  has  all  the 
properties  of  true  succinic  acid. 
They  have  pointed  out,  also,  that 
the  presence  of  acetic  acid  takes 
from  succinic  acid  the  power  of 
forming  precipitates,  witSi  prepa- 
rations of  iron,  copper,  lead,  or 
barytes.  Neither  will  a  mixture 
of  acetate  and  succinate  of  pot- 
ash precipitate  these  substances ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  succinates, 
when  produced,  are  soluble  with- 
out difficulty  in  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  acetate  of  potash. 

Heart  of  a  Mummy, — ^The  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  have  been 
presented  with  a  human  heart, 
which  was  found  in  a  sarcophagus 
dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  Egyp- 
tian 
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tian  temple,  and  which  still  re- 
tains  its  full  size  and  fleshy  soft- 
ness. The  sarcophagus  was  im- 
ported into  Malta  hefore  heing 
opened,  where  its  contents  were 
explored  in  the  presence  of  seve- 
ral persons,  and  some  of  the  medi- 
cal men  of  the  island.  The  most 
persevering  force  of  the  hammer 
and  chisel  was  required  before  the 
lid  of  the  sarcophagus  could  be 
removed.  It  was  found  to  be 
filled  widi  bituminous  matter,  and 
contained  a  fluid  of  the  colour  and 
appearance  of  old  port  wine,  and 
which  fluid  immediately  enveloped 
this  most  unique  relic  of  human 
mortality.  The  heart  is  now  pre- 
served in  spirits  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  anatomical  preparaticms. 
The  fluid  is  kept  in  a  phial  sepa- 
rately, and,  according  to  the  ana- 
lysis of  Sir  Humphrey  Davy,  con- 
sists principally  of  vegetable  ex- 
tractive matter,  with  a  portion  of 
resin. 

By  the  official  returns  for  1822, 
it  appears  that  the  population  of 
Paris  has  thus  increased  during 
that  year : 

MbIm. 

Births  fin  miirrwgc}     -  •  -  -   8,071 

(out  of  marr.— known)  1.126 

(  unknown)  S^tOS 

W^  ISr^lB  26,880 

Marrtagei  —  Young  ^^en  and 
young  girls,  5938 — Young  men 
and  widows,  829 — Widowers  and 
young  girls,  685 — Widowers  and 
widows,  210~Total  7157.  The 
adoptions  of  children  are  register- 
ed at  8.  Death — Males  unmar- 
ried, 7978  —  Married,  2755  — 
Widowers,  914— At  the  Morgue, 

208— Total   11,850. Females 

unmarried,  6587 — Married,  2597 
— Widows,  2244— At  the  Morgue, 


41— Total  11,419.    Total  of  both 

sexes,  23,269. Children  dead 

born,  795  male,  and  626  female 
—Total  1421. 

Total  Births 26,880 

^Deaths 28,269 


FoBBlM.Tetd. 

8,458  n,ie9 

, 1.144    «;870 

.unknown)  Srt69    S»1l6   7^481 


Balance  in  favour  of  population  3,611 
Rock  Crystal, — Spallanzani  re- 
marks that  the  beautiful  rock 
crystals  in  the  cavities  of  the 
Carrara  marble,  continue  still  to 
form,  and  from  a  pure  acid  fluid. 
Ripetti,  in  his  tract  Sopra  FAlpe 
Ajniana  ei  Marmi  di  Carrara,  1811, 
adduces  some  new  observations  in 
favour  of  this  opinion,  and  says 
that  on  opening  a  drusy  cavity 
there  was  found  one  pound  and  a 
half  of  the  above  fluid,  and  among 
the  solid  crystals,  a  soft  mass,  the 
size  of  a  fist,  which  hardened  on 
exposure  to  the  air  into  the  charac* 
ter  of  chalcedony.  The  opal  of 
Hungary  is  said  to  be  sometimes 
found  in  a  soft  state. 

Utility  of  Sparrows.  —  Mr. 
Bradly  shews  that  a  pair  of  spar- 
rows, during  the  time  they  have 
their  young  to  feed,  destroy,  on 
an  average  every  week,  8860 
caterpillars.  This  calculation  he 
founds  upon  actual  observation. 

Several  chemists  have  analyzed 
the  lava  of  the  last  eruption  of 
Vesuvius,  and  M.  Pepe  has  dis- 
covered in  it  the  following  ingre- 
dients : — sulphate  of  potash,  sul- 
phate of  soda,  sub-sulphate  of 
alumine,  of  chalk,  and  of  mag- 
nesia ;  hydro-chlorate  of  potash, 
that  of  soda,  a  good  deal  of  oxid 
of  aluminium,  calcium,  silicium, 
and  magnesium  ;  much  trioxid  of 
iron,  antimony,  and  a  little  gold 
and  silver. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


STATE   OF  THE  FINE    ARTS. 


In  a  work  like  this,  transient 
indeed  is  the  glance  which  can  be 
taken  of  the  state  of  Art :  if  we 
succeed  in  giving  some  general 
impression  of  the  sul^ect,  it  is  all 
we  can  hope  to  do.  It  is  a  source 
of  proud  pleasure,  to  perceive  the 
high  stand  which  the  artists  of 
this  country  have  attained. 

Exhibition  of  thjp  Royal 
Academy. — No.  7  (Lord  Hare- 
wood)  is  among  the  President's 
best  portraits.  No.  9,  (Don 
Quixotte  in  his  study,)  by  G.  S. 
Newton,  though  but  a  foot  square, 
is,  to  our  taste,  nearly  the  best 
picture  in  the  exhibition.  It  repre-  * 
sents  the  Knight  of  the  Woeful 
Countenance  in  the  only  charac- 
ter under  which  he  should  ever  be 
thought  of  as  an  abstract  person  ; 
namely,  a  perfectly  serious,  solemn, 
and  even  poetical  one.  He  is 
seated  among  his  books  of  chi- 
valry, absorbed  in  meditation. 
There  is  no  mixture  whatever 
of  the  ludicrous  in  it,  or  of  any 
thing  that  can  suggest  it.  And 
this  is  exactly  as  it  should  be. 
The  abstract  character  of  Don 
Quixotte  is  a  piece  of  pure  pas- 
sion and  pathos  from  beginning  to 
end.  It  is  by  his  acts  alone,  and 
by  the  circumstances  into  which 
these  lead  him,  that  we  have 
acquired  ludicrous  associations 
respecting  him ;  and  these  asso- 
ciations should  all  leave  him,  and 
give  way  to  a  mixture  of  admira- 
tion and  pity,  whenever  we  think 
of  himself  alone. 

The  next  work  we  notice  is  one 
of  the  very  best  of  this  year's  col- 


lection, and  among  the  most  plea- 
sing and  poetical  that  Howard 
ever  painted.  It  is  called  "  The 
Solar  System,"  and  is  most  happily 
as  well  as  originally  conceived, 
and  delightfully  executed.  The 
sun,  and  its  attendant  planets, 
together  with  their  satellites  re- 
spectively, are  personified  under 
the  form  of  human  figures.  And 
though  each  occupies  its  place  in 
a  circle,  of  which  the  sun  is  the 
centre,  yet  the  different  distances 
of  each  are  typified  by  the  diffe- 
rent degrees  of  distinctness  with 
which  their  characters  and  attri- 
butes are  made  out.  The  green 
earth  in  particular,  with  her  sweet 
moon  beside  her,  is  charmingly 
given. — ^The  Dawn,  by  Fuseli,  is 
less  unnatural,  and  consequently 
less  unpleasing,  than  any  picture 
this  artist  has  •  exhibited  for  some 
years. 

Allan's  picture  on  the  subject 
of  **  John  Knox  admonishing 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots  on  the  day 
when  her  intention  to  marry  Darn- 
ley  had  been  made  public,"  is  a 
very  unequal  work.  It  has  consi- 
derable merit  in  some  parts,  and 
quite  as  considerable  defects.  It 
is  the  best  example  of  this  artist's 
colouring  that  we  have  seen,  and 
the  character  and  expression  of 
the  sturdy  old  reformer  are  good. 
But  the  queen  is  strangelv  insipid 
and  unmeaning;  and  the  half- 
seen  figure,  skulking  away  behind, 
ia  in  wretched  taste. 

CoUins's  picture  of  the  "  Fish 

Auction,"  is  a  work  in  exactly  the 

same  class,  but  full  of  richness, 

spirits, 
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ipirit,  and  trutk    Nothing  can  be 
better  than  the  whole  figure  of  the 
old  fisherman,  who  it  selling  the 
produce  of  his  trip ;  and  the  deaf 
listener  is  excellent.    The  natural 
scenery  of  this  picture  is  also  ad« 
mirable,  with  the  exception  of  the 
sky — ^which  is  indifferent. — "  The 
Bay  of  Baia^/*by  Turner,  is  some- 
what different  from  the  last-men- 
tioned work,  and  not  quite  so  na- 
tural. It  is,  in  fact,  a  most  mere- 
tricious performance,    displaying 
infinite  skill  in  the  handling,  but  a 
most  perverse  taste  in  the  colour- 
ing and  general  effect,  as  well  as 
in  the  treatment  of  the  mythologi- 
cal figures  introduced. — **  A  scene 
in  Borrowdale,"  by  Collins,   is  a 
beautiful  contrast  to  this  execrable 
colouring. — Stephanoff^s  "  Recon- 
ciliation," representing  the  father 
forgiving  his  daughter  for  a  run- 
away match,    is  very  inferior  to 
several   of  his    previous  efforts. 
The  story  is  plainly  enough  told ; 
but  there  is  a  mawkisbness  and  want 
of  spirit  in  almost  every  part  of 
it— except  the  old  naval  uncle  in 
the  back-ground,  who  is  the  only 
person    seeming    to    care   much 
about  the  matter.— W enow  arrive 
at  Wilkie's  two  pictures;  a"  Por- 
trait of  the  Duke  of  York,"   and 
the  "Parish  Beadle."    The  first 
requires  scarcely  any  mention.    It 
is    richly   coloured,    and    highly 
finished  in  many  parts;  but  the 
likeness  is  bad ;  and  it  is  upon  the 
whole  a   picture    which,    if  the 
artist  could  not  or  did  not  choose 
to  avoid  painting,   he   need   not 
have  exhilntcd  as  a  specimen  of 
his    powers.     But   the    "Parish 
Beadle"  is  a  work  that  from  its 
striking  deficiencies  surprises  us 
even  more  than  the  above,  and 
pleases  us  still  less.     The  Beadle 
is  just  about  to  lodge  in  prison  a 


company  of  itinerant  forngn  Bsin- 
strels  and  atrollers — for  no  reason 
that  is  in  any  way  made  apparent 
in  the  picture;  and  (what  is  a 
greater  defect)  without  producing 
any  particular  developemeat  of 
diaracter  or  humour.  The  prin- 
cipal figures — the  man  and  wo- 
man—are exceedingly  well  drawn, 
and  the  heads  are  fine  and  full  of 
meaning ;  and  the  mookey,  seated 
on  the  shoulder  of  the  little 
moping  Savoyard,  is  exquisite. 
But  neither  these,  nor  any  of  the 
other  figures,  are  much  acted  oa 
by  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  are  placed;  and  we  cannot 
help  regarding  the  picture,  npoo 
the  whole,  as  evidence  of  a  fine 
subject,  totally  neglected  or 
thrown  away. 

One  by  Westall — (Christ  onowa- 
•  ed  with  thorns) — is  conspicuoas 
from  its  subject,  sixe,  and  situa- 
tion,— but  very  little  so  from  its 
superior  merit. 

Calcott  luis  but  one  picture  this 
year,  a  View  at  Rotterdam.  It  has 
all  his  fine  natural  tone  about  it, 
but  is  not  of  importance  encnigb 
to  require  farther  mention. — Hil- 
ton's Lady  in  Comus.  This  is  per- 
haps the  most  strikuo^  picture  in 
the  room,  and  certainly  it  is  among 
the  very  best.  The  expresaioos 
throughout— with  the  exception  of 
that  of  Comus — are  good;  and 
that  of  the  lady — self-preserved 
from  the  spells  that  are  about  her, 
or  rendering  them  all  nugatory  by 
the  stronger  spell  of  virtue  that  is 
within  her — is  admirable.  Her  in- 
tense, upturned  countenance — 
earnest  and  anxious,  but  not  dis- 
composed—  is  very  poetical  and 
appropriate;  and  her  attitude, 
shrinking  within  itself,  is  exquisite. 
The  satyrs  are  also  very  rich  and 
racy,  many  of  them ;  and  the 
grouping 
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grouping  is  skilful.  The  colourings 
however,  is  not  so  good  in  many 
particulars,  though  it  is  tolerahly 
harmonious  as  a  whole;  and  the 
picture  is  far  from  decreasing  this 
artist's  reputation. 

In  passing  through  the  other 
rooms  o£  the  Academy,  we  find 
scarcely  any  thing  else  of  suffi- 
cient merit  to  justify  us  in  over- 
stepping the  limits  of  these 
notices. 

The  Model  Academy  exhibits 
nothing  of  surpassing  merit.  West- 
macott's  Cupid  is  a  very  pleasing 
companion  to  his  last  year's 
Psyche,  but  greatly  beneath  that 
statue  in  both  grace  and  beauty  ; 
and  Canova's  Danzatrice  has  great 
life  and  spirit,  but  not  much  grace. 

Exhibition  of  the  Society  of 
Paikters  IK  Water  Colours. — 
The  above-named  Society  opened 
their  new  Gallery  in-  Pall-Mall 
East,  with  a  general  selection  from 
the  works  of  British  artists  in  this 
department,  most  of  which  have 
been  included  in  their  previous 
exhibitions  during  the  last  seven- 
teen years. 

Mr.  Nash's  Tomb  of  Louis 
Robsart  (d)~  though  too  much 
like  Prout's  style  without  being  it 
-  —is  powerful  and  clever.  Glover's 
Windsor  Casde  (19)  is  charmingly 
natural  and  rich ;  and  the  next  pic- 
ture to  it— Cristall's  Boy  and 
Child  at  a  Cottage-door  —  has 
great  and  very  characteristic  merit. 
This  artist's  style  is  no  less  original 
than  it  is  forcible  and  spirited ;  and 
he  succeeds  in  these  common-life 
subjects  equaUy  well  with  the 
classical  ones  which  seem  more  in 
favour  with  him.  His  picture  of 
the  Coast  of  Sussex,  with  vessels 
in  a  gale,  &c.  (35)  is  admirable. 

No.  68,  the  Doubtful  Shilling, 


is  very  good :  but  by  &r  the  best, 
is  one  called  the  Michaelmas 
Dinner  (145),  in  which  all  the 
parties  present  are  watching,  with 
different  expressions  of  face,  the 
dismembering  of  what  appears  to 
be  a  last  year's  goose.  The  man 
who  is  performing  the  office  tn 
ideOf  with  his  compressed  lips, 
clenched  hands,  &c.  is  capital.— 79 
is  a  charmingly  clear  and  spirited 
View  of  Hastings,  by.Copley  Field- 
ing ;  and  94  and  95,  by  the  same 
excellent  artist,  are  scarcely  inferior 
to  any  pictures  in  tlie  room.  The 
first  (Chepstow)  is  exceedingly  rich, 
elaborate,  and  glowing ;  but  the  de- 
lightful View  of  Brougham  Castle 
pleases  us  best.  In  a  very  diffe- 
rent style,  but  admirable  for  its 
brilliant  and  spirited  effect,  is  138 
—  a  distant  View  of  Lowther 
Casde,  by  P.  Dewint.  Reinagle's 
ViewofPcstum  (155)  is  also  re- 
markably characteristic  of  the 
scene.  The  two  magnificent  tem- 
ples are  standing  in  a  sublime  and 
gloomy  loneliness,  with  the  slant 
sun-rays  pouring  down  upon  them 
from  behind  a  black  doud,  as  if 
the  celestial  traveller  would  not 
develope  his  full  glories  upon  a 
scene  of  such  desolation,  but  yet 
could  not  pass  these  objects  by  in 
his  way  without  casting  an  ad- 
miring glance  at  their  everlastings 
beauty. — We  meet  with  two  or 
three  of  Glover's  delightful  scenes 
here.  In  particular  166,  a  View 
of  Lancaster.  —  We  have  only 
space  to  notice  farther,  Varle/s 
scene  from  the  Bride  of  Abydos, 
(181).  This  is  one  of  the  best 
pictures  we  remember  to  have  seen 
by  this  artist;  though  it  is  one 
that  will  not  be  generaUy  pleasing. 
It  represents  a  spot  ''within  the 
place  of  thousand  tombs ;"  and 
there  is  a  unity  of  effect  throughout 
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the  whole  of  it.  Every  thing  haa 
a  tomb-like  air,  and  assimilates  it- 
self to  the  tombs  that  are  about  it. 
The  poplars  seem  to  start  up  like 
ghosts  from  the  tomb — the  wil- 
lows hang  downwards,  pointing 
their  thousand  fingers  to  the 
graves  below — the  overshadowing 
clouds  seem  to  have  risen  like 
exhalations  from  the  sick  earth— 
and  the  bridge  that  runs  across  the 
centre  of  the  scene,  looks  like  the 
arches  of  a  burial  vault  exposed  to 
view. 

The  British  Institution  has  this 
year  some  interesting  and  highly 
meritorious  performances.  Among 
these  we  notice  the  Royal  Banquet, 
by  George  Jones,  purchased  by 
the  Earl  of  Liverpool  for  500gs. ; 
Belinda  at  her  Toilette,  by  H.  Fra- 
dell,  purchased  by  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Esq.  for  lOOgs;  the  Prodigal 
Son,  by  Graham,  purchased  by 


Hurst,  Robinson  and  Co.  for 
lOOgs ;  the  Upper  Lake  of  Kil- 
lamey,  W.  Cowen,  and  the  Lake 
of  Lugano,  W.  Cowen,  both  pur- 
chased by  Earl  Fitzwilliam,  at 
60gs.  a  piece. 

The  collection  of  old  masters 
at  the  British  Institution  is  not  so 
fine  this  year  as  in  some  that  have 
preceded  it,  yet  it  is  admirable. 
One  room  is  filled  by  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds. — Rubens,  Rem- 
brandt, Claude,  Leo.  da  Vinci, 
Paul  Veronese,  Guido,  Nicolo 
Abati,  and  others,  form  the  beaute- 
ous constellation. 

Many  other  exhibitions  adom 
the  metropolis ;  among  them  Mr. 
Glover's,  Mr.  Angerstein's,  &c 
some  of  them  of  singular  merit : 
nor  should  the  beautiM  Panora- 
mas, Cosmoramas,  and  .still 
more  beautiful  Dioramas,  (the  last 
the  invention  of  this  year,)  be 
forgotten.  • 
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POETRY. 


CHORUS  OF  SPIRITS  PRECEDING  THE  DELUGE. 

(From  Lord  Byron's  Poem  of  "  Heaven  and  Earth") 

Hark  I  hark !  already  can  we  hear  the  voice 
Of  growing  ocean's  gloomy  swell ; 

The  winds,  too,  plume  their  piercing  wings ! 
The  clouds  have  nearly  filled  their  springs  ; 
The  fountains  of  the  great  deep  shall  he  broken, 

And  heaven  set  wide  lifer  windows ;  while  mankind 
View,  unacknowledged,  each  tremendous  token- 
Still,  as  they  were  from  the  beginning,  blind. 
We  hear  the  sound  they  cannot  hear. 
The  mustering  thunders  of  the  threatening  sphere ; 
Yet  a  few  hours  their  coming  is  delay'd ; 
Their  flashing  banners,  folded  still  on  high. 
Yet  undisplay'd. 
Save  to  the  Spirits'  all  pervading  eye. 

Howl!  howl!  oh  Earth! 
Thy  death  is  nearer  than  thy  recent  birth. 
Tremble,  ye  mountains,  soon  to  shrink  below 

The  ocean's  overflow ! 
The  waves  shall  break  upon  your  clifi& ;  and  shells, 

The  little  shells  of  ocean's  least  things,  be 
Deposed  where  now  the  eagle's  offspring  dwells — 
How  shall  he  shriek  o'er  the  remorseless  sea ! 
And  call  his  nestlings  up  with  fruitless  yell. 
Unanswered,  save  by  the  encroaching  swell; — 
While  man  shall  long  in  vain  for  his  broad  wings. 

The  wings  which  could  not  save  :— 
Where  could  he  rest  them,  while  the  whole  space  brings 
Nought  to  his  eye  beyond  the  deep,  his  grave  ? 


THE  INCANTATION  OF  NAMA   OF  HER  ANGEL  LORD 
FROM  A  WOOD. 

(From  Moore's  "  Loves  <f  the  Angels** j 

**  I  *ve  fed  the  altar  in  my  bower 

With  drippings  from  the  incense,  tree ; 

I  've  shelter'd  it  from  wind  and  shower» 

But  dim  it  burns  the  livelong  hour, 

As  if,  like  me,  it  had  no  power 
Of  life  or  lustre,  without  thee ! 

"  A  boat 
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'<  A  boat  at  midnight  sent  alone 

To  drift  upon  the  moonless  sea, 
A  lute,  whose  leading  chord  is  gone, 
A  wounded  bird,  that  hath  but  one 
Imperfect  wing  to  soar  upon, 
Are  like  what  I  am,  without  thee! " 


A  PASTORAL  PICTURE 

Of  Deucalion  and  Pyrrha  in  Thessaly — their  loves,  their  union, 
and  their  happiness. 

(From  "  The  Flood  of  Thessaly"  by  Barry  ComwaU.) 

At  last  they  wed :  No  voice  of  parent  spoke 
Ungentle  words,  which  now  too  often  mar 
Life's  first  fair  passion :  then  no  gods  of  gold. 
Usurping,  swayed  with  bitter  tyranny 
That  sad  domain  the  heart.     Love's  rule  was  free* 
(Ranging  through  boundless  air  and  happy  lieaven, 
And  earth,)  when  Pyrrha  wed  the  Titan's  son. 
— ^The  winds  sang  at  their  nuptial  gentle  tunes, 
And  roses  opened,  on  whose  crimson  hearts 
The  colour  of  love  is  stamped ;  and  odours  rare 
Came  steaming  from  the  morn-awakening  fiowers. 
Which  then  forgot  to  dose :  Thessalian  pipes 
Were  heard  in  valleys,  and  from  thickets  green 
The  Sylvans  peeped  delighted,  then  drew  back 
And  shouted  through  the  glades :  Wood  nymphs  lay  then 
Beside  the  banks  of  running  rivers,  glad 
For  once  to  hear  the  shepherd's  simple  song ; 
And  many  a  pleasant  strife  that  night  was  had 
On  oaten  reed  and  pastoral  instrument, 
Beneath  the  mild  eye  of  the  quiet  moon. 
*'  Joy  to  Pandora's  child !  Supreme  delight 
To  the  great  Titan's  son  1"— all  shouted  forth. 
**  Joy  1 "  and  the  words  went  through  the  far  vales  sounding. 
And  through  the  forests  tall,  and  over  hills 
And  deUs,  where  slumberous  Jxs^Sancholy  streams 
Awoke  and  gave  an  echo.     In  dark  woods 
The  wild  horse  started  from  his  midnight  sleeps 
And  shook  his  mane  and  shrilly  spoke  algud. 
The  Nightingale  lay  silent  in  me  leaves, 
For  joy  was  grief  to  her  ;  the  timorous  sheep 
Were  silent ;  and  the  backward-glancing  hare 
Lay  close,  and  scarce  the  wild  deer  stirred  the  fern. 

On 
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ON  THE  GRECIAN  MYTHOLOGY. 

COriginal  Sonnet,  by  Henry  Neele.) 

**  Even  to  this  dav, 

Tit  Jupiter  who  bfingpi  whatever  is  great. 

And  Veniu  wbo  briags  ev'iy  thing  that* •  ^r."  * 

Cole Ri DOB,  from  Schiller. 
OhT  ye  divine  creations,  still  the  heart 

Hoards  worship  for  ye  in  its  inmoet  oore ; 
And  though  olaspfd  hands  and  bended  knees  impart 

Their  homage  at  your  hallow'd  shrines  no  more, 
Still  from  your  brows  undying  splendours  dart 

Immortal  harps  rang  with  your  praise  of  yore, 
And  their  sweet  echo  still  survives.     The  light 
That  on  your  altars  bums,  has  grown  less  bright, 
But  not  less  beautiful ;  and  even  now 
It  gilds  life's  sordid  path,  and  shews  ua  how 
In  this  duU  age,  with  pride  and  meanness  fraughty 

To  steal  out  of  the  world's  unwholesome  fen 
Into  the  silent  sanctuaries  of  thought, 
And  hold  high  converse  there  with  gods  and  godlike  men. 


THE  PEACH. 

(By  James  Edmestan.J 
I  WAS  born  on  a  day  of  blossomy  Spring, 
When  the  skylark  first  out^reads  his  wing. 
When  he  highest  can  soar,  and  sweetest  sing ; 

Where  the  sun  shines  brightest, 

Where  the  zephyr  breathes  lightest, 

Where  the  butterflies  play, 

Where  the  honey-bees  stray, 
There  I  basked  the  summer  long  day ; 
And  every  morning,  fresh  and  new, 
I  drank  full  draughts  of  the  choicest  dew  ; 
And  the  summer  rplled  on, full  gay: 

But  the  sun  shone  bright, 

And  the  aephyr  breathed  light. 

And  I  drank  the  dew, 

So  fresh,  and  so  new, 

To  hei^ten  my  bloom, 

To  enrich  my  perfume. 
And  rip^  me,  flavour  me.  Lady,  for  you ! 
Then  here  \  lie  yo«l4|unble  slave, 
And  this  is  the  onliy  boob  I  crave — 

That  you  praise  my  perfume. 

My  flavour,  my  bloom. 
When  you  lay  me  at  last  in  my  coral  grave. 

18«3.  P  To 
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TO 

(Bif  James  Edmeston.) 

My  friend — thy  couch  is  gory, 

And  wet  with  the  marshy  tide  '^ 
But,  bright  with  so  much  glory, 

What  wouldst  thou  have  beside  f 

Though  moor  and  desert  bound  thee, 

And  strangers  tramp  thy  grave  ; 
Though  gaunt  wolves  prowl  around  thee,. 

And  the  field  rat  d^  her  cave ; 

As  softly  wilt  thou  slumber 

As  in  thy  chapel  bed, 
Enshrined  among  the  number 

Of  all  thy  kindred  dead. 

Dark  was  thine  hour  of  dying ! 

No  glimmer  pierced  the  shade, 
Save  the  flash  from  the  cannon  flying. 

And  the  spark  on  the  sabre  blade. 

No  woman's  form  was  nigh  thee ! 

Thy  brow  received  no  tear ! 
But  gallant  men  stood  by  thee, 

And  gazed  upon  thy  bier. 

No  sign,  no  death-bed  blessing. 

No  hand  thy  head  sustained  ; 
But  hostile  arms  were  pressing. 

And  r6und  thee  havoc  reigned. 

The  minute  cannon  tolling. 

In  lieu  of  funeral  bell, 
The  drum  thy  requiem  rolling, 

For  saintly  choral  swell. 

The.  plumes  that  waved  above  thee. 

Were  all  of  snowy  white, 
On  the  brows  of  those  that  love  thee. 

And  bore  thee  through  the  fight. 

Wrapt  in  thy  war-cloak  sleeping. 

Thou  hast  a  pall  more  proud 
Than  funeral  pages  keeping 

W^tch  round  a  silken  sbroud. 

In  many  a  balmy  slumber 

That  war-cloak  lapt  thee  o'er ; 
And  this  among  the  number 

As  sweet  as  those  before ! 

Thy 
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Thy  Grave~no  death^stones  bound  it, 

Unmarked,  thy  torn  corpse  lies  ; 
But  glory  shines  around  it. 

And  glory  never  dies ! 

Farewell ! — I  sometimes  view  thee. 

And  deem  thee  here  the  while ; 
Though  foreign  showers  bedew  thee, 

And  I — tread  thy  native  isle. 

For  memory  can  re-lighten 

That  open  manly  gaze, 
That  used  to  glance  and  brighten 

In  friendship's  former  days. 


THE  BOX  OF  RELfCKS. 
(By  James  EdmesUm.) 

Oh,  raise  not  up  that  casket  lid, 

No  riches  there  to  tempt  thee  shine  ; 
No  pilfered  treasure  there  lies  hid. 

Nor  glittering  gem  from  Ormian  mine : 
Yet,  d^irer  than  the  diamond's  blaze, 

Ta.me  those  seeming  trifles  are ; 
Memorials  of  d^Nirted  days. 

And  wrecks  of  forms,  though  faded,  fair. 

Remembrancers— yet  do  not  these 

Alone  difiuse  this  shadowy  gloom — 
The  evening  walk,  the  £ivourite  trees, 

The  empty  seat,  the  vacant  room  : 
These  tell  me,  wheresoe  er  I  ^^ 

There  was  a  time — though  now  'tis  past— 
That  once— it  was  not  always  so — 

But  that  was  lar  too  bright  to  last! 

Yes — sightless  to  another's  view. 

To  me,  there  lurks  in  many  a  place, 
Beneath  a  heaven  of  cloudless  blue, 

A  shade  the  sun  can  never  chase : 
And  though  afar  should  light,  and  day. 

And  every  form  I  love,  depart ; 
From  memory  I  can  never  stray, 

Nor  lull  the  thoughts  that  burn  my  heart. 

Yet 
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Yet  might  I  cIom  mj  aditng  eye^ 

And  some  short  hours  of  respite  steal, 
Though  dreams  of  joy  mig^t  waft  then  by, 

1  would  not — it  is  sweet  to  feel : 
*Tis  sweet  to  catch  die  seraph  tone 

Of  \a9ei  ere  yet  the  di^esm  be  fled ; 
But  sweeter,  to,  to  sit  alone, 

And  meditate  upon  the  dead. 


FAIRY  TALE. 

(By  James  Edmestan.J 

Who  hath  not  heard  of  the  fairies'  sport. 
Their  elBn  monarch,  and  glittering  court  ? 
When  the  dance  they  have  held  by  the  rippling  stream^ 
While  their  glow-worm  lamps  in  the  darkness  gleam  ; 
Or  smiles  the  fair  light  of  tlie  pale  moon  beam. 
When  the  ti«vdler»  wildered  in  fi>rest  forlorn. 
Starts  at  the  sound  of  their  bugle  horn, 
As  footed  the  tiny  ma8(|uers  o'er 
The  golden  ripples  and  emerald  shore ; 
Or  sailed  their  q^een  afdowp  the  flood* 
In  yacht  of  saure  harel»ells'  bud ; 
While  proud  bet  little  naviea  ride 
In  pigmy  grandeur  by  her  8ide> 
In  gdlies  of  the  meadow's  pride. 
Listen  a  momenti  and  I  will  tell 
Of  what,  in  the  villaee,  is  known  full  well : 
In  the  midst  of  Uie  forest  of  Berrytree^ 
There  blossomed  a  cirde  right  fair  to  see ; 
The  spot  was  dimpled  in  form  of  dell ; 
It  was  the  wood  faes*  favourite  cell; 
Oh,  'twas  the  sweetest,  wildest  spot. 

That  Nature  ever  made ; 

There  rose  a  flowery  latticed  grot. 

Of  a  thousand  tinted  shade. 
The  harebell's  hue,  and  the  violet  blue, 
And  the  sweet-briar  joined  her  fragrant  bough  ; 
And  the  purple  heath,  and  a  woodbine  wreath. 
Twined  lovelily  round  its  brow ; 
And  the  thyme's  perfome,  and  the  yellow  broom. 
Spread  over  the  ground  a  golden  blopi)9» 
And  formed  to  the  sight 
A  carpet  bright, 
Of  richest  fairy  tapestry : 
And  there  the  butterfly's  crimson  wings 

In  winnowing  circlets  play  ; 
And  the  wild  bee,  pirate  of  odours,  brings 

Tbt 
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The  spoils  of  the  summer^s  day ; 
And  the  nightiiigale,  lost  to  the  midnight,  sings 

The  sunshiny  hours  away: 
The  dragonet  flutters  from  flower  to  flower, 
And  sips  the  drops  of  the  new-fallen  shower. 

And  once  an  in&nt,  sweet  and  &ir, 

The  fairies  kept  a  prisoner  there : 

The  mother  had  journeyed  a&r  aU  day, 

And,  wearied  and  spent  with  the  length  of  the  way,  " 

At  eve  she  laid  down  and  slept : 
But  when  she  awoke,  at  the  hreak  of  dawn, 
And  found  that  her  infant  was  lost  and  gone ; 
To  see  how  she  beat  her  poor  bosom  forlorn. 
With  her  eyes  all  tears,  and  her  hair  aU  tom» 

The  coldest  of  hearts  had  wept, 
ohe  searched  the  copse  and  thickets  wild. 
But  she  saw  no  trace  of  her  darling  child : 
She  wandered  and  wandered  full  many  a  day. 
But  she  saw  no  mark  to  point  out  the  way. 
Till  broken  of  heart,  could  no  more  abide. 
But  laid  her  down  on  the  turf  and  died. 

The  villagers  knew  the  fairy  spot, 

And  they  gazed  afiir  on  a  moonl^ht  night ; 
And  oft,  in  ue  midst  of  the  flowery  grot, 

A  figure  stood  dress'd  in  white ; 
But  never  a  villager  dared  go  nigh, 
For  they  knew  vniom  the  fairies  caught  must  die. 
Many  a  summer  rolled  away. 

And  the  figure  by  night  was  no  longer  seen  ; 
But  a  hillock  of  leaves,  and  flowerets  gay,  ^ 

Sprang  suddenly  o'er  the  green ; 
And  yet  by  the  &£e  scathed  oak  it  stands : 
They  say  it  was  reared  by  &iry  hands. 

Funereal  sweets  of  saddest  bloom, 
Efiwreathe  the  melancholy  tomb ; 
And  the  pale  moonlight,  in  ita  way, 

Turns  to  a  paler,  fainter  tone ; 
A  gentler,  a  more  mournful  ray, 

Ere  o'er  the  flowery  spot  it  shone, 
In  undulating  play ; 

And  when  tl^  moon  withdraws  her  light, 
A  thousand  glow-worms  glimmer  bright, 
A  little  narrow  day ; 
And  Philomel,  the  whole  night  long, 
Pours  forth  her  saddest,  wildest  song, 
A  sweet,  a  requiem  lay ; 

And 
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And  there  the  little  faes  resort, 

And  there  the  elf  queen  holds  her  court. 

Choosing,  as  village  hind  has  known, 

This  hillock  for  a  fairy  throne. 

While  round  about,  in  royal  state, 

The  little  elves  attendant  wait, 

Sport  gaily  through  the  midnight  hours, 

Or  ambush  underneath  the  flowers. 

Dance  on  the  golden  rippled  stream. 

Or  ride  upon  die  lunar  beam, 

While  village  story  sacred  keeps 

The  spot  where  the  fairy  foundling  sleeps. 


ECHOS. 

CB^  James  Edmeston.) 

We,  the  myriad,  born  of  Sound, 
Where  the  sweetest  spots  are  found, 

Over  sea,  over  land, 

An  invisible  band, 
Sport  all  creation  round  and  round  ; 

We  love  not  the  plain, 

Nor  the  sky-bounded  main ; 
Nor  delight  in  the  region  of  ether  to  reign ; 

But  enraptured  we  dwell 

In  the  wood  or  the  dell ; 
And  an  age-hollowed  oak  is  a  favourite  cell, 
A  hilly  clump,  or  a  rocky  shore. 
We  foot  full  merrily  o*er  and  o'er. 

Gay  on  Andalusian  fields. 

Purple,  with  autumnal  sun, 
When  the  grape  its  harvest  yields, 

When  the  summer  toil  is  done  ; 
Linked  in  rustic  dance  appear, 
Spanish  maid  and  cavalier : 
Light  they  lead  the  dance  along, 

Heart  to  heart,  and  hand  in  hand : 
Mirth,  and  merriment,  and  song, 

Castanet  and  saraband : 
Then  upon  a  neighbouring  hill, 
Bands  of  Echos,  lurking  still. 
Spring  from  ambush,  dance,  and  play. 
Lightly,  merrily  as  they. 

When  the  evening's  magic  power 
Tips  with  gold  the  heather  flower, 
And  all  the  plain  delights  the  eye. 
With  setting  sunbeams'  warmest  dye ; 

When 
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When  along  the  silent  grove 
Meditation  loves  to  rove, 
All  is  sleeping,  all  is  mute, 

Save  the  Warbling,  dying  strain. 

Seeming  sweetly  to  complain, 
Breathing  from  the  shepherd's  flute ; 
Then,  if  chance  the  cadence  fall 
On  some  tower  or  abbey  wall. 
Oh,  how  lightly  Echos  bear 

A  fainter  strain 

Away  again, 
And  melt  it  gently  into  air ! 

Seated  by  a  dripping  well, 

When  a  cavern  spans  it  round, 

Many  an  Echo  loves  to  dwell, 
Listening  to  the  liquid  sound. 

Since  the  driplets  first  begun, 

She  hath  told  them  one  by  one ; 

Day  and  night  her  station  kept, 

Never  slumbered,  never  slept ; 

But  as  drop  by  drop  they  die, 

Each  she  pays  a  single  sigh, 

A  momentary  elegy. 

In  a  rock  upon  the  shore, 
Oft  we  mock  the  ocean's  roar  ; 
Or  on  green  hill  side  at  dawn, 
Carol  to  the  huntsman's  horn  ; 
Or  at  evening  in  the  dale. 

On  feet  of  air  we  steal  along, 
Listening  to  tlie  shepherd's  tale, 

Or  warbling  to  the  shepherd's  song. 
When  in  the  vast  cathedral  nave, 

The  ma^ic  tones  of  music  dwell ; 
In  some  deep  nook,  or  hero's  ffrave, 

We  lurk,  and  answer  swell  6>r  swell ; 
Half  the  charm^  that  music  knows, 

To  the  Echo's  power  she  owes ; 
But  for  us  the  sounds  would  fly 
Harshly,  unmodulated  by, 
And  reft  of  cadent  melody. 


im] 


FROM  THE  VESPERS  OF  PALERMO. 

fBy  Mrs.  Hemafis.J 
The  festal  eve  o'er  earth  and  sky 

In  her  sunset  robe  looks  bright ; 
And  the  purple  hills  of  Sicily 

With  their  vineyards  laugh  in  liglit ; 

From 
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From  the  marble  cidef  of  her  pkins» 
Glad  voices  mingliBg  swell  ;•«-* 

But  with  yet  more  loud  and  loftv  stratnt 
They  shall  hail  the  vesper-beul 

Oh  I  sweet  its  tones  when  the  summer  breeze 

Its  cadence  wafts  a&r, 
To  float  o'er  the  blue  Sicilian  seas, 

As  they  gleam  to  the  first  pale  star ! 
The  shepherd  greeta  them  on  his  height, 

The  hermit  in  his  cell  ;— 
But  a  deeper  power  shall  breathe  to-night 

In  the  sound  of  the  vesper-bell ! 


LINES 

Suggested  by  a  Portrait  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  of  France,  taken 
on  the  last  Examination  previous  to  her  Execution. 

f  JBy  Miss  HolfardJ 

And  this  was  she!  the  peerless  and  the  bright, 

Tlie  fidse  world's  darling !  she  who  did  possesa 
(And  held  awhile  in  Europe^s  dazzled  sight) 

Glorious  in  majesty  and  loveliness. 

The  Heaven-lent  power  to  ruin  or  to  bless ! 
Yes, — this  wm  she!-f>*But««Mrk  ye,  I  beseech, 

Who  love  the  world,— «ark  this  mute  wretchedness, 
And  grave  it  on  your  hearts,  for  it  doth  reach 

To  regions  unexplored  by  eloquence, of  spe^eh ! 

Nature  gave  loveliness,  and  fate  gave  power, 

And  millions  lavished  incense, — poets  hung 
Their  amaranth  over  the  royal  bower ; 

For  Gallia's  lily  every  lyre  was  strung, 

Pride  of  all  eyes,  and  theme  of  every  tongue  :— 
Love,  Awe,  and  Wonder,  were  her  ministers; 

Life,  and  its  hours,  upon  her  Bat-hung ; 
She  held  in  poise  a  nation*s  hopes  and  fears — 
Dominion,  beauty,  pomp,  and  the  world's  sho«t,  were  hers ! 

Gracious  and  mighty !  Yet  there  came  an  hour 

Of  desolation ;  and  away  it  swept. 
In  one  rude  whirlwind,  empire,  pomp,  and  power! 

On  the  fair  brow  the  hoary  winter  crept 

Of  Sorrow,  not  of  Time.— Those  eyes  have  wept. 
Till  Grief  had  done  with  tears,  and  calm  and  cold, 

Tired  with  its  own  excess,  in  stupor  slept, 
Or  gazed  in  frozen  wonder  to  behold 

The  black  and  hideous  page  of  destiny  unrolFd. 

Yet 
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Yet  trace  these  faded  lines  \    For  tliey  impart 

A  tale  may  do  your  careless  bosoms  good  1 
Muse  o'er  the  fragmenta  of  a  might/  beart» 

Broken  by  sorrow  : — ye,  whose  jocund  mood 

Insatiate  feeds  on  Pleasure's  tempMng  food* 
Look  here  !~It  will  not  harm  ye,  though  your  thought 

Leave  its  gay  flight  to  melt  m  Pity's  flood! 
To  each  light  heart,  home  be  the  lesson  brought, 
With  what  enduring  bliss  the  world's  iair  smile  is  fraught! 

And  is  this  all  ?  No  ; — ye  may  learn  beside 

That  all  which  fate  can  threaten  may  be  borne ; 
To  see  life's  blessings,  one  by  one^  subside, 

Its  wild  extremes  from  tenderness  to  scorn, 

But  as  the  changes  of  an  April  morn ! 
For  still  she  was  a  queen ! — and  majesty 

Survived,  though  she,  deserted  and  forlorn. 
Save  }ieavei>»  bad  ne'er  a  friend  to  lift  her  eve; 
But  Heaven  return'd  the  glance,  mi  Uught  her  how  to  die ! 


SONNET  TO 


(Bff  Charier  Jbhnson,  Esq.  of  Pumon.) 

Whether  thv  locks  in  natmal  bca«(yMr&F 
Olust'riiig  like  woodbine  wild,  or  b^ly  bom^,  ; 
Like  ivy  wreathe  thy  polish'd  brows  around  ; 

Whether  within  thine  eyes'  blue  mirrors  play 

Mirth's  arrowy  beams  or  love's  more  soften'd  ray ; 
Whether  to  the  gay  viol's  pleasant  sound 
Thou  minglest  in  the  dance's  airy  round, 

Thy  light  feet  twinkling  Uke  dit  darts  of  day ; 

Or  whether  o'er  the  graceful  harp  thy  frame, 

More  graceful  yet,  with  eyes  upraised,  thou  bendest, 
And  with  its  tones  thy  own,  far  sweeter,  blendest ; 

Still  thou  art  loveliest,  varying,  yet  the  same. 
Still  o'er  my  soul  thine  absolute  sway  extendcst. 
And  from  all  other  loves  my  heart  defendest. 


1823. 


Q  V     ^     •:  To 
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TO  A  BUTTERFLY  RESTING  ON  A  SKULL. 

(From  the  Literary  Gazette.  J 

Cbbature  of  air  and  light, 
Emblem  of  that  which  may  not  fade  or  die ! 

Wilt  thou  not  speed  thy  flight, 
To  chase  the  south* wind  through  the  sunny-sky? 

What  lures  thee  thus  to  stay 

With  s^ence  and  decay^ 
Fix'd  on  the  wreck  of  dull  mortaliQr  7 

The  thoughts  once  chamber*d  there 
Have  gather'd  up  their  treasures,  and  are  gone ! 

Will  the  dust  tell  us  where 
They  that  have  burst  the  prison-house  have  flown  ? 

Rise,  nursling  of  the  day, 

If  thou  wouldst  trace  their  way. 
Earth  has  no  voice  to  make  the  secret  known. 

Who  seeks  the  vanished  bird 
By  the  forsaken  nest  and  broken  shell  f 

Far  thence  he  sings  unheard, 
Yet  free  and  joyous  midst  the  woods  to  dwell ! 

Thou  of  the  sunshine  bom. 

Take  the  bright  wings  of  mom ! 
TbylM^  calls  heavenward  from  yon  gloomy  cell. 


THE   END. 
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